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\ FEDERAL 'UREAU OF INVE~flGATION 

REPORTING Ol"l"ICE OFl"ICE 01" ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

MEMPHIS 
TITLE OF CASE 

CHANGED (@ 
_3AMES EARL MY, aka 

\ ·1 Eric StarVO''Gal t, 
} I , d'::), 

· i - W • C : , Herron, 
vi'.\ Har,,,~y 1Lowmyer, 
~· •,, Jam<~s' McBride 9 

J\ Ja11nces/10 "Conner, , 
~~. ·James .'liWal ton 2 
~-~ Jame~ kWalyon9 
~ John"•Willard 9. 

~~ i!.m = FUGITIVE 
~ ")"10 #. 4182, . _ 
~~ t~ 'fF # 442-A ; fl R" Dr .. MART IN LUTHER KING P 

~ 

t 
~ 
~-· 

Title marked 
name of JAMES EARL RAY 
subject" 

~ REFERENCE 
~\ 

REPORT MADE BY 

SA J'OE Co HESTER 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

CR - OO~SPIRACY; 
ID'FAC - RvBBERY 

u ~ I ,•1 - I ! • 

JR • - v 1cT 111 ,rl 1
. ~ - • , 

1
' • . 

·J·' : I ' 
! ; I 

changed to refl~ct the s~bject's true 
~nd to reflect additi~~al aliases ~f the 

J~ Report of SA JOE C. HESTER dated 4/17/68 ~t Memphis. 

~ 
1,'\ 

ENCLOSURES 

TO CHICAGO AND KANSAS CITY~ 

One copy of referenced rep~rt. 

PrEs MADE: 5 Bu au 
¾ -Atlanta 
,,~~ - 3=Birmingh 
-~ 3-Cbicago 

-3886li 4-2386 
(44-1 40) 

Enc. 1)(44-1114) 
~~ I-Jackson 1 3-Kan~srnu~ City ( 44-760) (Enc. 1) 
~ 3-Los Angeles {44-1574) 
~ 3-Mobile (157-2627) . 
~ 3-New Orleans 
, 3-St. Lo~is (44~775) 

3_,springf ie ld 

I 3 SEP 261974 

CO NOT WRITE; IN SPACES BELOW 

k 
[f 4 MAY ~ 1968 

TYPED ■Y 

wp 

PROPE. RTY. OF FB. 1.-This .report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distribute o s,id~t~e-~~~~o which loaned. 

'
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ME 44-1987 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

t 

On April 19, 1968, the Washington Field Office 
initiated a check of files ~f the P~ssport Office, Unlted 
States Department of Statep c@@cerning JAMES EARL RAY, 
and nothing identifiable with RAY w~s located. A further 
check is underway at the Washi~gt~~ National Record Center 
at Suitland, Maryland, in retir~d p~s~p~rt files. 

In order to cover th® po~$ibility that subject 
RAY may have recently been i~~ued ~ pa~sport and the 
record thereof had not been rec~ived in Washington,. Mr. 
EDWARD STOKEN, Passport Offi~e, ~~nt a teletype message 
to all passport agencie~. The P~~~port Office in 
Honolulu was checked telep~@~i~~lly with negative results. 
On April 19, 1968, Mr. ROBERT D~ JOHM~0~ 9 Acting Director, 
Passport Office, telephonic~lly ~dvi~~d SA KENNETH HASER 
that all passport agencies h~d tel~typed W~shington that 
their records are ~~gative ~@~c~r~i~g RAY. 

Mro JOHNSON further advi~ed t~at ~e had issued 
instructions whereby the Duty Offi~~r ~f the Passport 
Office was alerted concerning RAY ~nd i~~tructions were 
made to all passport agencie~ to r~fer immedi~~ely to the 
nearest FBI office ~ny inform$ticn ~oncerning RAY and his 
intended travel. 

B 
COVER PAGE 
~-;:;:v---~ :=:=n:rr=zx =y;;,:>-r;c; 
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ME 44-1987 

The peri@d <O)f. tlhlis 1r®p(Q)irt pr<eced<es tlhle last period date 
of the last reportp a~ thi~ ~~p@rt c@nt$iM i~vestigation which 
for reasons of brevity wer® ~@t i~~l~ded 1~ the last 
report .. 

Leads f~r @th®r @ffi©®~ ~@~ti~ue t(Q) be set out 
by more expeditious me$D~ th~@ bJ r~p@rt 9 a~d it would 
serve no purpose t@ li~t ~~~~ l~~d~ i~ thi~ reporte 

It sh~~ld b~ n@t®d t~~t irn t~~ interviews 
with persons who W®r® ~t Jioo 0

~ ~~ill 9 418 S@~th Main 
Street 9 on the night of 4/4/~~ ~t $b©ut th® time of the 
murder 9 they rep~rt s~eing ~ w~fD'.re Mu~t~~g parked almost 
in front of Jim's Gr:iJLl. Thee) @WlDl~~ of tlmis Mustang has 
n~t been located and h~~ ~©t v~l~~t~rily ~ome forth. 
It is not believed that tbi~ ~~~t~~g is p~rtinent to this 
investigation a~d ~h@~ld ~~t b~ co~fu~ed with the Mustang 
that was parked ju~t south @f c~~ip~ A~~~~ment C~mpany, 
424 South Main Stre®t 9 i~ ~~i~b ~$~ it i~ believed the 
subject fled from the sc~~®. Tm~ ~~ime s~ene di~gram 
on page 4 of referenced M~mphi~ ~ep@rt i~dic$tes the 
positions, or wh~t is b~li®w~~ t@ b~ t~~ ~pproximate 
positions, of the tw@ whit® M~~t~@g~ ~~ m~nti~ned above. 

INFORMANTS 

All office~ b~v® b~®@ ~~~@~~t®d t~ m~int*in 
conta~t in this m3tter with c~i~i@~l, ~e~~~ity, and 
racial informant~e 

The Memp~i~ Offi~® ~~~ M$i~t~i~®d ~@~tact with 
inf~rmants 9 none ©f ~h@oo ~~w® b®®~ ~bl~ t@ f~r~ish any 
positive informati~~ r®~~~di~g t~® ~~bj~~t @~ hi~ 
where11bouts. 

LEAD 

MEMPHIS 

AT MEMPHXS 2 TE'i.mNf. 

Will c~nti@~e ~ff@~t~ t@ l@~~t~ th~ ~ubj~ct. 
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. Copy to: 

UNITED stTES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE♦ 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Report of: SA JOE C. HESTER Office: Memphis 
Date: April 30, 1968 

Field Office File No.: ME 44..., 1987 Bureau File No.: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; 
Dro MARTIN LtnHER KIN@ 9 JR.= VKCTXM 

Charader: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 9 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID OOllifFIJNEMENT - ROBBERY 

Synopsis: Photographs of subject RAY exb.ibi t<ed to persons at rooming 
house, 422½ South Main St~~~t 9 Memphi~; to persons at 
Rebel Motel 9 Memphis·~ ~n<d t@ cl<erk ait Oliver Rexall Drug 
Store, Whitehaven, Ten~e~~~~, without effecting a positive 
identification. Sale~m~n ~t Y@rk Arms, Memphis, who 
sold binoculars indicated h~ c@~ld not positively identify 
1968 photograph of JAMES EARL RAY a~ binocular purchaser 
but believes th~t photogT~ph i~ identical with purchaser. 
Additional interviews with @~cup~rnt~ of Lorraine Motel 
set out, including i~t~rview~ ~1th Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS 
and Mrs. LUCRETIA B. WARD, who describe activities immediately 
prior to murder. Per~ons wh~ ~~r~ at Jim's Grill, 418 
South Main Street, Memphis 9 o~ 4/4/68 interviewed. Infor­
mation regarding emergency ro@m tre~tment of victim KING 
set fortho Info:rm~tio1n rceg&J.rdiimg Al~bama driver's license 
and automobile regi~trati~n in the nble of ERIC STARVO 
GALT set forth. Former ~~n~g®r, Co~tinental Dance Studio, 
New Orleans, Louisia~~ 9 l@~~ted $~d unable to recall that 
subject attended this ~cho~l in N®W Orleans. Laboratory 
findings set f~rtb r~g$r~i~g ~vid~nc~ located at Memphis. 
Latent fingerprint~ f~u~d @~ the Remington Model 760 rifle, 
on the tele~copi~ ~ig~t, @@ th® bin@~ular~, on the newspaper, 
on the after=~have l@ti@~ b@ttl~, ~~d @n the Schlitz beer 
can have all been id~ntified with th® fingerprints of the 
subjecto HARRY SER0 9 f@~m~r j~ilmate ~t Missouri State 
Penitenti~ry, interview®do Additi~~al persons who resided 
Economy Rooming H~use 9 ~608 Highl~nd Avenue, Birmingham, 
focated and interviewed, with 1m®gta.tive l°esults. Memphis 
City Engineer measur~d di~t~~c® fr@m ~here shot fired to 
where v,ictim struck &J.~ 2@1 fe<eJt o IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR 
WHICH SUBJECT BEING sou@m, HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED 
AND DANGEkouSo . · 

=P= 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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PERSONS AT ROOMING HOUSE, 
422½ SOUTH MAIN STREET, 
MEMPHIS·, TENNESSEE 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_p_r_i_1_2_5_, _1_9_6_8 __ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mro CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, 
Apartment 6B, 422½ South Main Streeti Memphis, Tennessee. 
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not 
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph 
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A~ April 19, 1968, and 
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20~ 1968t looked like 
the man he saw in Apartment 5B on April 4, 1968, talking to 
Mrs. BESSIE BREWERo STEPHENS said he only saw the man's 
profile in the boarding house and as a result could only say 
the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like 
the above mentioned man in Room 5B. 

STEPHENS said he had never seen the bedspread or 
any similar bedspread either at the rooming house or anywhere 
else .. 

5 

On __ 4~/_24~/~6_8 __ at Memphis, Tenne~sea File# Memphis 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON~jap 4/25/68 
by ----------------------Date dictated-----------·""· 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to-... 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• ' FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were shown to Mre WILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennesseee He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon aft~r hearing the noise which he 
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with 
his arm as he ran down the hall. 

6 

On _4_/_2_4_/6_8 ___ at __ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_9_T_e_n~n_e_~s_s_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'.". GATION 
\ 

1 April 25, l968 Date __________ _ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Room No~ 2, 
422½ Sou th Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.. She said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs .. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her& She further advised that 
she did not believe she would r~cognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to 0 walk up and say hello to 
me right now"" She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD "squarely in the face" and as a result, does 
not think she will be able to identify him~ 

7 

On April 24, \~68 Memphis, Tennessee File # __ M_e_m.::..p_h_i_s_4_4_-_1_9_8_7 __ _ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_r•_D_A_R_L_I_N_G_TO_N_:-=-j_a_p _____ 0ate dictated __ 4_/_2_5_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A--=p'---r_i_1_2_5--=';__.1_9_6_8~_ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr~ BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. He advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 

8 

0 4/24/68 Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-1987 n _______ at -----'------------File # __________ ___,__ 

b SA STEPHEN Mo DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
y -----------------------Date dictated----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 D April 25, 1968 a~-----------

Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BREWER,and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
similar to it. 

9 

4/24/68 Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-19~.T On _______ at _______________ File # --------~_..___ __ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated ___ .....;·;....__3,,.•._.

1 
....... • -~--,--

.. .. -· ·---- .. 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ia loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · · ; I. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A__.p.,__r_i _1_· ·_2_5...._, _1_9_6_8 __ 

Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw the 
man registered into Room 5B on April 4, 1968, as.she was 
sick in bed that entire week. 

Photographs_of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised 
none of the men in_the photographs were familiar to her. She 
also stated she had never seen the bedspread or·any 
bedspread:siailar to it before. 

10 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ Me_m_p,e__h_is~, _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ F ile # __ M_e_m __ p_h_i_■_4_4_•_· l_,:.9_8_7 __ _ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/2&/88 
by -----------------------Date dictated-------'--''---...--

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ME 44-1987 
JWB:ngm 
1 

• • 

Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to 
the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W. 
BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee: 

BESSIE BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
FRANK BREWER, 422½ So~th Main Street; 
CHARLES STEPHENS, 422½ South Main Street; 
ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; · 
HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 
VIC'OOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 

Avenue; 
SARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue; 
SADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue. 

The above individuals stated that the photographs 
shown to them of ERIC S. GALT do not in any way look familiar 
to them. 

11 
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• 

PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS I TENNESSEE · 

12 
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• • FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 23 1 1968 

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to her. 
She added that she still felt that she would be unable 
to reco~nize the individual who registered at the motel 
as ERIC S. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 

13 

On_4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Memphis, Tennessee File # _ll_em_p_h_i_s_4_4_-_l 9_8_7 __ _ 

by SA JOHN W. BAUER :tjm Date dictated __ 4__;_/_2_2__;_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ME 44-1987 
JWB:cjs 
l 

• ,1 ·.,,., 

I I 

various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to 
the following individuals on April 19, 1968, by SA JOHN w. 
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurant, 3464 Lamar•Avenue, Memphis, 
Tennessee: 

GEORGE D. BUNNELL, own~r, Rebel Restaurant; 

METHEL STACKS, waitr~~s, Rebel Restaurant; 

JOYCE Bo FOLLIS,i waiitress,1 Rebel Restaurant; 

JUANITA WILSON, cook, Rebel Restaurant; 

L. V. CAMPBELL~ cook, Rebel Restaurant. 

The above individuals stated the photographs shown 
to them of JAMES EARL RAY are not in any way familiar to them. 

14 
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
WHITEHAVEN, TENNESSEE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4~/~1=9~/~6~8 ____ _ 

Mrs. PEGGY BROWN, 4810 Richland, was interviewed 
at her place of employment, Oliver Rexall Drugstore, Highway 
51 South, White Haven, Tennessee, at which time -9..he viewed 
the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT wherein GALT iJs depicted 
with his eyes clos&d and she furnished the follc,,>1ing information: 

She stated that this photograph generally ,det?icts 
the individual who was in tht! druw$1rore on April 3(. 1.9(~8, She 
advised that the individual in th• sto~e was generzt-lly 
of the same age as GALT, 11ad the same color hair, ~nd 
similar type complexion •. · Phot.ograph of GAL~r appeareacl 'b.O 
resemble the individual i.n Ue manner of bu.'..ld i~ a gec\eral way. 
She advised that she is unable to $ay if th:s ia~kft.tnlme 
person who was in the store. She co~ld not·say ~heeher the 
facial characteristics depic~e~ in the photo9~aph are similar 
to the man who made the pureha~. She advis~ she does not 
have a good recollection of the p~$QI\,, and ·na. y be able to 
identify this individual if she were.---~ see him in person. 
She could not comment regarding th.fa ayes, nos~, and other facial 
characteristics depicted in the photograph as· \she· does not know 
if they are similar to the customer who purchased the Gillette 
razor kit. 

16 

On-4-/~1~9-/~6-8--__ at Memphis, Tennessee File # _M"-=--E_.;:;4_;;4_-...:::l;..;:.9...:::8-:.7 ____ _ 

by SA ANDREW SLOAN/raj Date djctated ___ 4..:.,./_1_9 __ /_6_8 __ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

' ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

ME 44-1987 

• 
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162.SOTDJTH MAIM STREET 
MEMPHIS, TBNKESSEE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A-=p_r_i_l_2_5---",_1_9_6_8 __ 

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Company, 
162 South Main Street, Memphis, was shown a group of pictures 
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G. 
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
on April 4, 1968. He said that the purchaser of the binoculars 
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features 
resembled those in the March 28, 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the 
binocular purchaser than any picture he has seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face. He 
said he could not positively identify this 1968 picture of 
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular purchaser 
above mentioned, but he believes that it is. 
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F.RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO. 

I. 

i. Date April 16 ~ 1968 _ -
l 

Mrs. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.) .DAVIS 9 733 Cecil Avenuep 
Louisville, Kentucky, was interviewed at her residenceo She 
furnished the following information~ __ •~----

-----~-
She is a Kentucky State Sena·tor from the 33Jrd 

District of Louisville 9 Kentucky. She is also a Board member 
and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kentucky Christian 
Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC}. 

Mrso DAVIS in the company of Mrs. LUKIE WARD ~nd Rev. 
A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louisville, Kentucky, were in Mempbisp 
Tennessee at the Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968~ Their pur­
pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memphisp 
Tennessee for April 5, 1968, to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, ~JRu Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the following as back­
ground data concerning the activities of herself I> Mrso WARD and 
Revo A.D. WILLIAMS KING.immediately prior to their visit to 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

On M~rch 231> 1968, Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left 
Louisville 9 Kentucky 9 traveling in Mrs. WARDvs Cadill~c automo­
bile9 to go to Florida for a vacationo On the night of March 
23~ 1968 9 they stayed at a Holiday_lnn Motel near Birmingham 9 

Alabcamai, possibly located on ilighway.31., The next day they drove 
to Florida where they stayed at a Howard Johnson Motel in the 
vicinity of Fort Walton Beach. On March-25 9 1968!} tl1.tey drove to 
P~nama City, Florida 9 where they rented kitchenette #4 of the 
Treasures Island Motel which was operated by BUD HASTINGS and 
his wife FRANCES. These individuals also owned the nearby 
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occupied kitchenette 
#4 ~t the Treasures Island Motel, no other individuals were 
occupying the motel. 

On Aprill, 1968, Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louis­
ville flew to Panama City and was met at the airport by Mrse 
WARD and Mrso DAVIS 9 and on that dates, he occupied the kitchenette 

on __ 4_=_1_5_-_6_8 __ ~ Louisville, Kentucky File # LS 44-94 7 

by __ 8_~·A_Vi_l A_R_JR_.,E_N_L ___ • __ W __ "A...;..;L"-'-SH.;;.a.· ;...__W_1'L"""""•W_/_d_s~-----Date dictated __ 4_=_1_6_-6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and it.!:. contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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. next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5o 

About 9:30 a()m.p April 3s, 1968 9 Mrso WARD 9 Mrso DAVIS 
and Rev. KING left Treasures Island Motel in Mrs. WARD's auto= 
mobile for the purpose of going to Memphisp Tennessees, to parti­
cipate in the scheduled-April 5, 1968 9 march. Mrs. WARD left 
some of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island 
Motel as she planned to return to the motel after the march fer 
further vacationingo Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owners 
of the motelp the HASTINGS 9 knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and her 
comp~~ions left the motel that they were going to Memphisp but 
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs. WARD planned to returim in a fe·w 
days to the motel. 

Mrs. DAVIS later learned that when Mrs. WARDP because 
of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KINGs, decided not;to further 
vacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City on.April 6p 
1968 9 to obtain the remainder of her clqthing 9 that Mr.·and 
Mrs. HASTINGS had expressed some displeasure to M~so WARD. 
about having as guests Mrso WARD, Mrso DAVIS and Revo A.D. 
WILLIAMS KING. Mrs. DAVIS believed the HAST!NGS origiirnally 
came from Birmingham and recalled that Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING 
used to pastor a church there. 

Mrs •.. DAVIS and Mrso WARD aimd Rev. KING arrived in 
Memphis 9 Te~nessee from Panama City 9 Florida 9 and registered 
at the Lorraine Motel at about 1 aom. 9 April 4P 19680 Rev. 
KING and Mrs. DAVIS. did the registering and Mrs. DAVIS occupied 
Room 201 and Mrs. WARD Room 207. 

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine 
Motel 9 Mrs. WARDs, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.Do WILLIAMS KING started 
making inquiry of other guests at the motel as to the where­
abouts· of Rev. KING 0 s brother 9 Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. He could 
not be located at the motel almd HOSEA WILLIAMS remarked that 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at a church 9 the name of 
which Mrso DAVIS recalls as the Church of the Mimimal Salary 
(Phonetic)o Mrso WARDs, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING then went to 
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Revo·ANDREW YOUNG and 

. some other people 9 identities not known to Mrso DAVIS but 
appearing to be possibly local pastors and ministers 9 were hold~ 
ing a meeting at the church. A man called vvcABBAGEH was speak= 
ing at the meeting when Mrso DAVIS and1ler companions arrivedp 

"-
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but Mrs o DAVIS and her ·companioirns did not stay at the meeting 
upon learning Dro KING was not there Mrso DAVIS and her com­

, panions went to a smaller room in the church where they met· 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON from Chicagop Illinois and conversed with 
Rev. JACKSON for a few minuteso 

Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to 
the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a.mop and the three of them 
went to Room 207. Her~ ~hey conversed among themselves with 
the door to the motel room open for about an hour or an hour 
and a ~~lf at which point Mrso DAVIS happene~ to observe a taxi 
cab 9 identity mot recalled, arriving ~t the motel ~imd to depart 
from the cab Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 Rev. RALPH ABERNATHYP 
and Rev. BERNARD LEEo Mrso WARD immediately went out an4 in-
vited the three individuals into Room 2070 Doctor KING and-~ 
his companions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her companions in Room -~-
207. After approximately five minutes Revso ABERNATHY andc . 
LEE left the room, presumably to go to thei.r own rooms. Mrs-:-~ 
DAVISs, Mrs. WAIU), Dro KINij and Ravo KING remained in Room 207 
until about 5 aomo wheh Dro KING left, advising he w~s going to 
Room 306. 

During the conversation by the·above individuals in 
Room 207 no one made any mention of indicttion that they were 
fearful of ~ny attempt·being made that day 0~ Dro KING 9 S lifeo 

After Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS also left 
the room and went to Room 201. About one-half hour l~ter, 
Dr. KING came to RolO>m 201 and visited with. Mrs., DAVIS for about 
an hour 9 the talk consisting of general matterss, Mrso DAVIS 
remembering specifically that during this time she ~mention~d· .·_ 
to Dro KING that Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky was running 
for u.s. Senator from Kentucky, and Dr. KING indicated he had 
met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as a member of the 
President 9 s Commission on Civil Disorderso Also during this 
visit Mrso DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of the.march in 
Memphiss, Ten~essee having been rescheduled from April 5 to 
April 8 9 1968 9 Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in Memphis 
over the weekend 9 but would return to Louisvilleo However, Dr. 
KING asked that before Mrso DAVIS made a final decision he 
would like to talk to her further about this but that he had 
to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in Room 306 at 
8 aomop April 4, 1968 9 and he anticipated he would re~contact 
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her about her decision about noonp April 4 9 19680 

Shortly after Dro KINC left Room 201 11 Mrs. WARD 
joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 201 where. they had coffee and con­
versed until about noolllL when Mrs. WARD lefto About.1 p.mo 
or 1:30 p.m. Dro KING returned to Room 201 and advised Mrso 
DAVIS that he needed to relax for a short while and left 
Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless important matters 
occurredo From Room 201 Dro KING pholllLed Room 306 and spoke 
with Rev •. LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereabouts and 

·- inf<O>l'l!'med Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed uimless 
it was an important matter. While in Room 201 on this occasion 
Dro KING made several phone calls using a credit ~~rd. Mrs. 
DAVIS recalls that Dr. KING phoned his secretaryp DORA McDONALD, 
in Atlanta, Georgiap and also made a call to New Yorkp identity 
of person called not specifically remembered.,by Mrso DAVJISs, but 
possibly being a STAN LEVINSON (phonetic) or a (First Name 

, Uimknown) WACHTEL .(phonetic) a1s Mrs o DAVIS had heard Dr o KING 
-• speak of these individuals o 

. -
'-' 

Thereafter as Dr. KING was just dialiirng his m0>th~-
in Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 Rev. A.Do WILLIAMS KING came into Room . 
201 and Dro KING airnd Rev. A0 D. WILLIAMS KING conversed with 
their mother telephonically for a few minuteso About 45 
minutes later RevsoABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrso 
DAVIS then phoned M.rs. WARD and invited her to Rocm 201. Mrs. 
WARD did come to Room 201. 

Shortly after Mrso WARD 9 S arrival in Room 20lp Mrs. 
WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry 

·and dry cleaning store 9 name not recalleds, located at Beale 
a.nd Third Streets in Memphis o Mrs i, WARD had takeirn the clean= 
ing to this location earlier on April 4 9 1968 9 for Mrso DAVIS, 
probably about 10 aomo and as Mrso DAVIS recallsp she h~_e~e-B-" 
accompanied on that occasion by -Rev. A.D. WILLIAM8-~KINGo · 

• 
During the absence of M.rso WARD from Room 20lp 

CHAUNCEY ESKRlOOEl) the attorney fr\Om Chicago 9 and Revo ANDREW 
YOUNG 9 c2me to Room 20lo Mrso WARD returned from her visit 
to the laundry very shortly thereafter 9 making a total of 
eight individuals in the room. The above eight individWI1ls 
conversed generally until about 5:45 p.moPwhen Dro KEMG announced 
that he was going to dinner at the home of Reio BILLY KYLES 
in Memphis and he invited Mrso DAVIS to join him for dinner 
at the Reverend 11 s homeo She advised him that she would l!lleed 
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about 15 minutes or so to freshen up and he stated he would 
go to his room and freshen up and wait for hero Mrso DAVIS 
had just completed her prepara~ion for leaving for dinner be­
cause she recalled that she was standing in front of a mirr~r 
with her raincoat on taking a last look as to her appearance 
when she heard a shot. She was stunned for just an instant 
but then immediately went outside the room and heard someone 
yell Dr. KING had just been shote She looked up towards 
Room 306 and saw what she is convinced were Dre KING's feet 
on the balcony protruding slightly over the edge. There was 
considerable confusion and panic and police arrived almost 
immediatelyo Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certain of 
immediate events following, but as she recalls Revo JACKSON 
was in the motel courtyard at the time she'WSnt out of Room 201 
as was Mrso WARDo Mrso DAVIS immediately proceeded up to 
where ·nr. KING was lying and remained in that vicinity until 
Dr. KING was taken away in sn ambulance which Mrso DAVIS esti­
mates was approximately 10 minutes after she had heard the shot • 

. Mrso DAVIS can recall no incident which she observed 
after coming out of Room 201 after the shot had been fired which 
she feels has ainy bearing on ascertaining the identity of the 
individual respo~sible for the shot. 

After Dr. KXNG had been taken fTom the motel in an 
ambulairnce 9 Mrs o DAVIS recalls that Rev D JACKSON was"''in the 
courtya1rd and gave a press statement.· Thereafter Mrso DAVIS 
went to the motel office where she found Mrso WARD who was- -
o:rderi~g coffee. Then Mrso DAVIS and a man Mrso DAVIS recalls' 
as a HAROLD MILLERp possibly a local minister from Memphis or 

--........_ 

Atlanta p w,en t to Room 207 to advise Rev. A .D. WILLIAMS KING o--t,------------. 
the shooting of his brothero Rev. KING was asleep and they 
did not succeed in awakening himo Thereafter Mrso WARD came 
to Room 207 and Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named 
MILLER left the roomo 

Later on the night of April 4p 1968 9 possibly around 
· 8 ~ 30 po mo someoJme 9 Mrs o DAVIS did not know who 9. fe 1 t that Mrs o 

WARDp Mrs. DAVIS and Revo A.D. WILLIAMS KING should n-ot spend 
the remainder ~f that night at the Lorraine Motel and Mrso 
DAVIS recalls packing her clothes and the three of them going 
out to the home of Revo KYLES. After arrival at this home 9 

it was decided &gain by someone not known to Mrso DAVIS that 
Revo KING would remain at Rev. KYLES that evening but that 
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Mrso WARD and Mrso DAVIS should spend the evening at a 
Howard Johnson Motel in Memphis. Mrso WARD and Mrs. DAVIS 
together with individuals not now recalled went to the Boward 
Johnson Motel where Mrso WARD registered for the two of them 11 

but the plans again changed as Mrs. DAVIS recalls HOSEA 
WILLIAMS indicated that Mrso DAVIS and her companio~s should 
return to the Lor.raine Motel for the evening. Mrs. WARD and 
Mrs. DAVIS were then driven in Mrs. WARD 9 s car by an unknown 
individual back to the Lorraine Motel where they entered Room 
201. A short time later Rev .. KYLES brought Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING b~ck to the motel at which point Mrso WARD left Ro.lQ>m ·2.010 
Mrs. DAVIS sp,ent ·the remainder of the night by herself in 
Room 2010 

On Friday morning 9 April 5 11 19681) Revo A.Do WILLIAMS 
·KING left the L<c»rraine ·Motel to go to the a\irport to meet the 
wife of Dro MARTIN LUTHER KING who was arriving in Memphis'on 
that morning o 

Mrs o WARD and Mrs. DAVIS left' ··Memphis 9 Tennessee, 
about 9 aomo 9 April 5j 1968, and drove to Atlanta, Georgiao 

Mrs. DAVIS advised that durin~ her stay in Memphis, 
on April 4 - 5 9 1968 9 she personally had received no threats 
agairtst her life nor does she have any knowledge o~~anyone 
at the Lorraine Motel being specifically threateJ01ed on that 
occasiono 

• 
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,e\~~iJL 16.. 1968 Date __ !'_' ____ v _____ _ 

rcr the pmst several ye~rs 9he bas served as ~dminis­
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The talbove gLt"oup rem.:t~ lned toget. her engaiig.ing in just 
general conve1~sation Ulnl.til approxiroa\tely 5~40 Pom., P April 4 9 

1968p at which ~ime the group.decided that they would go to , 
dinner~ and the 1ndividuals left to go to their various rooms 
to freshen up for dinnero Mrsa WARD left Room 201 in the 
company of Rev~ A.D~ WILLIAMS KIN~ and the two of them went 
to Room 207,. F..evc A,,D~ WJTt::LJAMS KING had parta.keim of some 
alcoholic beverages during the after~oon ~nd had decided to 
:rest rather than join the group for· dinner,, Approxim~tely 
15 = 20 minutes after arrivin~ in Room 207 ~t which time Rev. ,_, 

A. D., 1~~ .!!.Ll/JIAMS KING was sleeping, Mrs . WARD hea.rd ~ shot o 

She imm~diately opened the doo:r. to the ro(!J)m cB'lirndi JL<0>(J)ked out and 
• ·-heard someomie yell th-at lllr o MARTIN l!'UTHER KING bald just been 

" shot. The lllSWS s turru11edl Mrs O WARD arnd while she CM imot be 

I 

exactly certain of ~er exact m@vements immediately thereafte~-
as she rec~lls up~~ hearing the ~ews she briefly ~e=ente~ed- · . 
Room 207 ~irnd then immed:1i.a1tely went ~ut into the coiurtyard of 
the motel. There w~s mu~h c~nfu~io~ ~nd police were immediately 
in the area o Mrs o WJtF?E <e»b~erve<dl m.1<0>thing which gave herr s.ul!y 
indication ms to the possible ide~tity of the individual res= 
ponsible foir tlb!~ shooting" Mrse WAE?.D recalls that she <dlid not 
advise Rev o Ao D. WILLIAMS KJr.NG @f' the shootilffig of his brot~r · 
until about 20 minutes after the incident occurredo Rev .. ,KING 0 s 
re~ction w~s one of extreme grief and he~ve me indication th­
he had any ide~ ~st~ the ide~tity ~f t~e person resp~~sible. 

As Mrs. WARD Jrec~lJLs i, ~<a>meHc»lnle $) specific i«ieim ti ty 
not 1mow recalledp tlMJiuglhlt it best tlm:rut Mrs:o lfAFDf) M:rrs., DAVIS ----~ 
and Rev., A .Do WILLIAMS KING not remain the :irem:mindieii--~-~ 
night of April 4 = 5~ 1968 9 :mt the Lorraine.Motel. Accordingly, 
at about 10 p .. m. they left the motel and went to the home of a 
Rev. WILLIAM KYJ_,.ES whom Mrs. WARD beli.eveis isi 1a1 minister in 
Mem.phis o Rev., KYLE~S or s«:Pmeone suggested th~ t Rev. A oDo WILLIAMS 
KING remain at his home that evening ~rnd that M~so WARD and Mrs 
DAVIS obtain motel accommo,,chi t iOlfill:S at ~ iru.earby ff(O)ward .Joh1n1son vs 
Motel. Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs,, WARD did go to such~ motel and 

• Mrs., WARD registe1t··ed in the :motel, b1!.llt just 1ms she did S(Q) HOSEA 
WILLIAMS who was preseint !mt the time dec:tded th~t Mrs. WARDP 
Mrsr. DAVIS and Revo AeD .. WILLIAMS KING sh{Q)uld go back to the 
Lorraine Motel ~nd spelmd the rest of the night O They did this 11 _ 
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Mrso WARD and Rev. A.Do WILll)IAMS KING being in Roi(QJm 207 ~nd 
Mrso DAVIS occupying Room 20lo En route Mrso WARD h~d stopped 
at a drug store and purchased some sleeping pills which she' 
administered to the Revo KING and Mrso DAVIS because of their 
extremely excited conditiono 

Mi-is .. WARD commented that she posses;sies; m10> informa tioim 
which she feels might assist in identifying the i~dividual res­
ponsible for the shooting of Dr. MARTIN I~UTHER KING, JRo 

• 
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• Date April 16v 1968 

~rs. JAS?FR no (LUCRETIA R.] WARD 0 also k~own ~s 
Lukie Ward 9 2540 R.aimsdel]. 9 L(();Ui.sville" Kentucky~ teleph@rmic~lly 
furnished the foll~wing inform~tio~~ 

S~nce being interviewed on April 15v 1968~ ¼rso WA~D 
recalls that i~ addition to leaving the Lorraine ~ctel in the 
afternoon cf April 4~ 1968, she h~d left the motel on that date 
on one other occasiono This was duriITTg the morning? believed 
to be ~round 11 ia!., m .. , when she to(Q).k ~o:1Ae cle.3iinirme'" f'oJr '-ti·)s , 
GEORGIA DA'l!S to the ne~rby cleanmer·s, the Oine=Hou::r' M'.9'!rti1mizing., 
On this ~ccasion, ~h~) W8\S: rB\~~lQllm}f)2\TJd.edl by the Rev., A.Do WILLIAMS 
KING oecause she recalls that as she was taking the cleaning 
in to the c le~nt.:2:1r·s) Rev~ K i.N'C, pur·chased some beer f1~om ;SA store 
loca te.d di~gorm~ lly ~cross the c0>:1t1Jmrar1 f:irom. the c le~JIT.~.!l'1 ~ o 

~~1:its., Wi\RD also adl·vise<dl th31 t ~he 1run<dl Mrs. DAVIS ~nu:a 
Rev o .A ~D. WILl.IAr.vtS KING 9 prior to tl.r]).ei1r' ~rx·ival ill] Memphis? 
Tenine~see :a1bout mld!ITT.igh.tv . .4.p.ir.il lv 1968 0 .ht3d bt➔~.irl "VEi<e:!ht.iirt.n:ing 
in P21lnl&1!m~i C.i ty, F'l<Q>.r.':i.d:m 9 .~ t tltne 'Tlre:~·s:t~t·es Is.}and M(Q)t~l? They 
had driven to .,femphis in Mt''S" WARD); s ~u 1t<0>~,n(Q)bile f1rom r·l©l'1da ~ Prior 
to Jl•.=iafling thie .f?JL0>ricdn rot,eli) Mits c WARD hr1Id iwotified Mrcs .. FRANCES 
EAST'!NGS w1rno 9 t@getber with h~:rc hu~;trtl P~d f· O>·:~·r1:~ the motel 9 th~ t 
they were dep~rti~g but th~t she 9 Mrs. WARD, would return 
shortly for about a week's stay~ Mrs. WARD inadvertently told 
M!"s c HAS'TINCS th~ t '.§he .~nidi her c.01~p~.nt i(Dff~'ti (~~e:1rie g«:».1ng to Eil!.'\ming= 
ham. Mrs$ WARD recalls that when ~he ~~d her companions were 
ll'lie~:irly h;fJ..l fw~y to M~mphis that sh(€'; tem 121rnbe1ried th~ t she lh..l!a!d 
erroneously told ~rso HASTINGS they were going to Birmingh~me 
She fuels that she made this mistake in that she bad earlier 
talked to the HAST'!NGS w1ho had told her they· were crigin:ally 
from Birmingbam 9 Alabama. 

Af te11" D:n:·.. KING 11 s assassiiru~ tioJril, M1:1s. WARD ch;ain1ged 
her plans about spending any further time in Florida and at 
6:50 aom. 0 April 6, 1968, she flew from Yemphis, Tennesseej 
to Panama City, Florida, to get the rest of her clothes. Sbe 

• rented :ai car ~ t the a i:x'p,ort ;a1rnd d:rrove to the motel. When she 
calrrivedt at the motel, she met Mrso HASTINGS who ;lnmnediately 

On __ 4_=-_·1_6_._=_6_8 __ at Louisville 2 Kentucky 

by __ S_.A_~_V,_"A_R_.R_.,-_E_N_t_:, _o _'_W_A_l_.s_·.~_l _. _t~_t_\l_:f /_a_· s_"•------~Date djctated _4_=_1_6_-_6_8 _____ _ 
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advised Mrso WARD th.at the motel was full airnd there was no 
room for Mrs. W'ARDo Mrs. WARD felt this stateme1mt to be untrue 
as there appea~ed to be room at ·the motel~ a~d she spoke rather 1 

plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS about her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS 
did not wa~t her at the motel because she had been in ~he company 
of two Negroes~ Rev o KINGr and Mrs. DA.VIS. Mrs o H~ST INGS made 

'-" some comme:nt about tiruey ~ the HA.STINGS i) r·ulffi 81. r·e:spect~ble motel 9 

.~ Rnd M:r·sc WAP.D replied thil,t it was because the motel had that _ 
1°eputation that she and her c<0mpanions had OI'igin~lly decided -----
to vacation there. ~ · 

) 

Mrs. WARD stated that it appeared to her that the 
motel owirners 9 the HAS'TIN1:DS;, did n@t Q>bject to her'::.; lf and Mrs. 
DAVIS having occupied the m~telp but ~pparently objected to 
the presence in the motel of Rev., A.Do WILLIAMS KINGo 

, 

Mrs. W.ARD st&11 ted that £,l t rrao time did eithelt' of,, the 
HASTINGS mcake ~ny type of specific threat to Mrso WARD, against 
Mrso WARD or hcer companionsp but it was clear to Mr.so WARD 

'that she was no l~nger welcome ~t ~he HASTJ.NGSV m~telo 

MJrs., VIARD left PalillJ\r.:. L ty by pl~ne :mbout ]. :30 p.,m. __ ---~-.-,- _ 
on April 6 11 1968 and flew to Atl~nta \? Georgi~~ wher~lmEfWas--
met by Mrs o DAVIS o -- ·-- - _, · 

• 
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Date __ 4~/_1_7..,_/_6-'--8 ____ _ 
1 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a check 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968, or both dates: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg: A~enue 

Memphis, Tennessee 

M. JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room No. 201 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 810 Parson Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

R. B. COTTONREADER 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 
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7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14) 

TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April 3=4, 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

BERNARD LEE 
Room No. 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atla1inta, Georgita 

TRACY WRIGHT 
Room Noo 208 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April 3=4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Av~nue 

Atlanta, Ge@rg1t1a 

JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, G<eorgia 

WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3=4, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No" 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Aubu~n Avenue 

Atlanta,, Georgia 
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15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

• 

P.A. RANCE 
Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 
Room No. 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 
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23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

29) 

30) 

• 

CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

A. D. KING 
Room No. 201 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

• 

J.B. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

L.B. WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

s. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45) · 

• 

---- HILL (first name not given) 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

H. VERNER 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

W. BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _A_p_r_1._
0 

1_2_6_,_1_9_6 __ 8 __ 

Revereirud SAMlUEJL B 0 KJfLES, tm1imi i~telf 
MoID1umeHrut al B~pt ist Chl\Uit>C lht 9 7C>4 1Sv>Mt ti:i P~:irkwa y 
re~idesi ~t 2215 South P~rk~IB1Y :Ea~t » M~mphis j 
interview ~dvi~ed ~~ f©llow~: 

of the 
E~st who , 
T1ennessee., on 

Reve~~~d KYLES 9 ~h© ~~~ liw~d i~ Memphis for 
approx im1a1.tely the pc;'.t~;:t eight ye~r~ Q i5i Off] the Executive 
Board of' the Memphi~, T'teiITTll!JleJIS~®e, R1r~irnch (Q)f the N~tional 
A~sociifilt ion for the Adv~miteeim~nrnt of CtQllor~d People (NAACP) 
~ITTld is ~l~o a me moor <gf the Sout he!' irn C!huf i~t i~n L<eadership 
Coirnf er<e;nce ( SCLC) 9 'it ht~ iru~ t iomif!i 1 he~dlqu~1t1terrs of which is 
Atlanta, Georgi~ 1 ~irud! tlhle P!"~~id~1rnt <Of which 9 up unti.l 
April 4, 1968 1 w;as Dl"Q JMk\RTIN L11tJCELIR K!HGj) JRlll 

Rever~~d KYLES ~dvi~~d th~t ~ ~~~it~tion workers' 
strike bega1rn in Memphi~ ~ Tett111rnie:E\l§e~ ti F:'"~b:rr\Ul~ry 12 1 1968, and 
that shortly ~fter its start ~ gro11ip of N®gro ministers in 
Memphis, including him~eilf 9 b~nd~d tog,ether to form a group 
which adopted th~ rui~~ of ComumulYity o!rV the Move for Equality 
(COME), r~i~ing full'lld~ fo:n:o the ~ti!rJ],t@t i<01rn ~trikers and 
assisting them i~ d~ily m®1Jfclm~~ ~IDld.l otlmer strike-support 
activity. H~ st~ted th~t ~~ e~~ly ~s M~rch 18, 1968, he, 
along with some of the ot h~r COME l~~deir~, iinduced Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JRe 9 to clC!>me to Memphl:SJ wh~r~, on the night of 
March 18, 1968, h~ gave~~ itt11~piri~g t~lk ~t M~son Temple 
to approximately 10,000 to 12,000 p~opl~~ urgi~g the Negro 
community of :Memphis to umiit~ ~h;i1rud 1.th.t~ &SlittITTI itat ion workers. 

KYLES ;ai,ind so~ of the oth~r COME le~ders also 
imi(h1c~d Dr., KING to :Jr(tl)turn to Memphi~ Oltl the morin ing of 
M~rch 28, 1968 1 to lead~ m~~~iv® d~w~town m~rch in support 
of the s~nit~ti~~ W©Tk®~Se 

Co~sid~r~bl~ b~~~ki~g of dow~to~n wi~dows and looting 
result€:d during this ~~<eftn 9 @1~ w, :!t'€J~ult <0f which KYLES stated 
th~ ~~nit~tion strik~ ~®~~iv~d fil~ti©~wid® p~blicity, and 
Dr 0 KING agre~d to ~~tu~~ to M~mphi~, ~lo~g with other SCLC staff 
members 1 iIDl e~rly April, 1'968 1 to c;fQ>mit imi\!J~ support on behalf of 
th~ s~nit~tio~ work~r~ 0 

On 4/23/68 

SAs HOWELL SQ LOWE 
by ~nd WILLIAM H .. LAWRENCE Wlff11C~gmh Date dictated __ 4____t_/_2_5_._/_6_8 ___ _ 
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Revere~d KYLES ~@c~ll~d th~t Dr. KING actually 
~eturned to Memphis oITT Wed~e~d~y m©~~i~g~ April 3, 1968, 
with several of his ~taff as~~ci~te~ i~cluding the Vice 
President of SCLC, Rever~~d RALPH Do AS~RNATH~ and his 
administrative a~si~t~nt BERNARD LEEo Th~y all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel ~~d Motel, 406 Mulberry Stre~t, Memphis, 
and actually KYLES had ~e~ted ~ooms fo~ s©me of tre SCLC 
staff members under his n~m~~ He pointed out that actually 
he was registered i~ Room 312 of the L~rr~ine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968 1 although h~ did ~~t physic~lly occupy this 
room and did not now rec~ll the ~x~ct SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312. He recalled th~t Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306 ~ as did Revere1md RALPH De ABERNL~'/IlHY. 

He recalled that Dr. KING arnd his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of Ap~il 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968~ In addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespread publicity in not only the 
Memphis news media, includi~g the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtu~lly ~11 of the r~dio ~nd television stations 
concerning the prese~c~ of Dro KING ~~d his staff in Memphis 
and of the fact that they were ~t~ying at the Lorraine Motel. 
He stated he could not re<e~ll the sp~cific radio broadcast 
but there was at least one bro~dc~stD possibly more, which 
even gave the room number~ n~mely Room 306, in which Dr. KING 
was staying in Memphis, ~nd th~t this information was readily 
available to anyone who te~ded to r~~d the newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the r~dio new~ bro~dc~stso In other 
words J:) he said it was no secret IB.1,~ to where Dr. KING was 
staying. 

Reverend KYLES r~called th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at ~pproxim~tely 3:30 pom. on April 4, 
1968i. ~nd recalled t~~t th~ Oper~tioM B~eadb~sket band, 
a singing group of the SCLC 9 w~~ r~he~~sing in one of the 
rooms in the motel 9 th1s group bei~g l~d by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teacher ot Memph1~, ".i"ennessee O KYLES joined 
this group and ttfmey all ~~ing vrai,lt"ious hyimuns and SCLC songs 
until ~pproxim2tely 5 p"m" At thi~ pointR Reverend KYLES 
went to Room 306 of the Lorr~ine Motel to-visit with 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING» JR 0 j a1ind R~we,reind RALPH D 0 ABERNATHY. 
He pointed out thai,t he had earlier iL~wit~d Dr., KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his hom~ ~t 2215 South P~rkway East for 
a uvsoul dinner 0

' on the ~weniing of Ap1ril 4, 1968, pointing out 
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that Dr" KING and Reverend ABERNATHY both savored 91soul food," 
which would normally consi~t of neck bo~~s, chitterlings, 
turnip greens and black-eyed pe~s, ~~d that his wife had 
consented to cook such a di~~~r f©~ Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out that both KING a~d ABERNATHY h~d been reminded 
by him earlier that diimrnenr w~s to b~ ~t approximately 6 p.m. 

He recalled that during the ~pproximate period from 
5:30 p"m. to 5:55 p.mQ, April 4, 1968, that Dr. KING, 
Reverend ABERNATHY and Reve~end KYLES s~t and talked in 
Room 306 as Dr" KING and ABERNATHY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. At~ time estimated by KYLBS 
as being 5:55 p.m~, or there~bouts, Dro KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimmi~g pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry street, which is a narrow ITTorth=south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING's room, 306, was on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room there is a balcony and walkway 
area, the balcony having an iro~ rail approximately three 
feet high to keep one from f~lling off too balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled )lo stood on the bal1Cony and was speaking with 
various people standing i~ the p~rki~g area of the motel 
directly beneath himo One of the persons with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSE JACKSON" an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinois 0 KYLES rec~lled leaving Room 306 and 
going out and talking with Dro KINGP telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to satisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES~ a local Negro who works for one of the 
funeral homes I had been Dr O KING~ s chau,f feur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made ~ome comme~t to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

Reverend KYLES also recalled th~t at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to take~ quick sh~ve before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were st~nding side by 
side on the balcony and he ~lso recalled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who is a~ attorney for SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SCLC staff. 
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Others recalled by KYLES being on the ground 
level within viewing and list~~i~g dist~nce of Dr. KING 
were Reverend JAMES L. BRVEL 9 also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently been living i~ Chic~go 9 and several 
young Negroes, names not recalled 9 who had been hanging 
around and supporti~g the s~~it~tion workers strike. 
He pointed out that he would put these folks i:n the 
category of 0ghero worshipers'?Q who liked to be around KING 
and other important person~ges~ 

At this point, KYLES ~~timated the time as 
being approximately 6 o 9 clock p.m. 9 ~nd st~ted that he, 
KYLES, started to walk north on the balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of getting his car, which was parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled looking down ~nd saying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who w~s standing on the ground and 
estimated that he had walked approximately four door lengths 
north of Room 306 when he, KYLES, heard a loud but possibly 
muffled sound. At first he thought it was a noise from 
the immediate are~ possibly c~used by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next conscious of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVEL who had been standi~g on the grou~d north of Room 306 
running to the motel ~rea o~tensibly for cover and recalled 
some unknown individu~l yelling in ~ loud voice, 9'They've 
shot MARTIN." At this point he turned around and looked 
back south toward the e~tr~~ce of Room 306 and was next 
conscious of seeing Dr. KING 9 s prone bodyo KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his b~ck to the floor, his face 
facing upward, his feet partially protruding through the 
grill work of the iron railwa~ and his head headed in a south­
e~sterly direction toward the p~ssageway just south of Room 
306. 

KYLES continued that he took~ quick glance at 
KING's prone body after re~chimg s~me and saw a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to be the right side of KING's face 
in the area of his ch~ek bone a~d pr~truding downward into 
his neck area. He st~ted th~t he was not familiar with 
guns or gun wounds but he subco~~ciously re~lized that the 
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noise which he h~d he~rd h~d ~~doubt~dly been that of a 
gunshot which h~d ~ou~ded D~. KING. He poi~t~d out that 
KING's eyes ~ppeared to re op~lnl ~1rnd that he personally 
felt KING may still h~w~ b~~m ~liwe. He was ~ot conscious 
of anyone else ~ear KING's body ~t this time and pointed 
out th~t he went into~ stat~ of shock ~nd r~n rather 
hysterically iKUto Room 306 wh®re be attempted to use a 
telephone for the pu~pose of c~lling a~ ~mbulance. In 
the meantime, ABERNAT~Y h~d ru~ out of Room 306 with 
shaving cre~m still o~ his f~ce in~~ effort to see what 
had happened to Dr 0 KING. KYLES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the pho~e properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ~sk fot> cffiITTl ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY run~ing b~ck i~to the room and telling 
him to settle down and ga~n bis composure as everything 
would be all right. 

KYLES came b~ck out of the room to the vicinity of 
KING 0 s body and w~&S next coITTl~ciotUs <0f seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers runlfili~g om1 fo©t toward the vicinity of 
KING's body and recalled ~ome gf them yellingr 0 What happened?" 
He st~ted that he r<e}c~lJL~d yelliRbg ~t soiinM:~ of the po_lice 
officers to call a~ ~mbul~~©®. He was ~ext conscious of· 
Reverend ABERNATHY lea~i~g over KINGi~ prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get ~ome respo~se from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY s~y 9 

119:MIARTIN, c~:n you hear me?" 

Reverend K~ES rec~lled run~ing into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING'S body~ He rec~lled that a white 
male employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalled 9 who had been st~ying at the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING's face. 

Within a few mome~ts ~~ ~mbul~~~e arrived to take 
KING's body to a hospit~l a~d he ~ecall~d that a JOSEPH 
LOUW~ an Africa~ who is a photogr~ph~r ~nd who was staying 
at the motel, took some pictur~~ iJn the immediate v ic in ity 
and that many of the people who by this time had come to the 
b~lcony seemed to point toward th~ w~st side of Mulberry 
whe~e there is a thicket of bu~h~~ ~nd empty land bordered 
further on the west by the b~ck side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which f~ce o~ Mai~ Street and indicated in 
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their pointing and col!lments th~t th® shot probably came 
from that general directiono In other words, the shot 
came from the west toward the e~~t. 

Thereafter, ~ccording to Reverend KYLES, an 
ambul~nce crew took Dr. KING's b~dy to the St. Joseph 
Hospital o 

Reverend KYLES looked ~t ~ series of photographs 
which appeared in iLife M~g~zin€1 9 °0 issue of April 12, 1968, 
some of which were t~ken immediately ~ft~r the shooting of 
Drq KING and prior to the arriv~l of the ambulance and-1which 
depict Dro KING's prone body lying f~ce up on the concrete 
walkway on tm second floor b~lco~y of the Lorraine Motel 
and taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by ~~me in the early 
photographs prior to the ~r~iv~l of the ambulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC st~ff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were app~re~tly assisting in an 
effort to render immediate fi~st ~id to Dr 0 KING. Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must have been taken 
almost immediately following the shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the bedspre~d over KING's body. 

He stated that very f~w people actually were 
cogniz~nt of the fact that Dro KING w~s to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the eve~ing of Ap~il 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr. KING, 
his brother, Reverend A. D. WILLIAMS KING 1 and two of the 
latter's companions, Mrso LUKIE WARD ~nd Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville, Kentucky~ and th~t Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as w~s CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE. He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HOSEA WILLIAMS 9 both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his diimoer guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his recollection there had been 
no publicity concerni!1g the f~ct t!ra~t KING and his small 
party were to be his di~~er gue~t~ ~~d that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr 0 KING w~lked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 a~d stood there some four to five 
minutes prior to the time th~t he w~s shot 0 
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Reverend KYLES st~t~d th~t h~ h~d searched his 
memory during the interve~i~g tim® subsequent to Dr. KING's 
being shot and that ~t ~o time could h~ recall seeing 
anyone to the west or northw~~t from which direction he 
is now convinced the shot c~m~. He ~~w ~o one looking out 
any of the windows illl the buildings f~cing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would h~ve faced the Motel; 
and he saw no one on the grouirnd b®low. 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the shooting ~ind th.iit ESKRIDGE who was on the 
ground level in the parking ~r~~ in f·ront of the Motel 
stated that after the shot he, ESKRIOOEi had run west 
from the Motel to the middl~ of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with airny firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Revere~d KYLES recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES h~s been repo~ted to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulb~rry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw so~eone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in f~irness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground ~rea which he had 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which su~rounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would h~ve been behi~d this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this wall is about eight feet 
tall. 

Reverend KYLES concluded th.t&t none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other ~cq~aintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movementsi iltl the vicinity of the . 
Lorraine Motel immediately prece)ding or during the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. 
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