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i£ -
Reproduction of Material 9,r~~= 
Congressional Inquiry Unit· 

·6- . 

t 

The following material has been reproduced 
for excising and review at FBIHQ by representativea of 
the House Select Committee on Assassinations:. 

File No. __ :/:_4_-3_~_~_/a_/ ____ , __ _ 
Section J..-7 --------

through :ll 7 3 
(except following serials not in • 
file on this date: 

Enclosure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure: 

/l /)' 

No. Copies A .-;,[ :sy_'f1l~·r·--

RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL .. . I . . 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/2/68 

Transmit the following in -------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via _________ _ REGIS'TERED MAIL 

. (Priority) ;1-I 
·f L ------------------------------------------------ --

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

FROM: ,,-- .&AG,i____ AT. LANTA 
1, . ..-, ·~.\ 

· SUBJECT~/' 

(44-2386) (P) 

Re Atlanta teletype to Director dated 5/1/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the FBI Laboratory is Hertz 
~ntal .Agreement #939484 executed 4/19/68, signed JAMES E. 
BODKER and bearing his initials. 

For the information of the Laboratory, an employee of 
Hertz at Albany, Ga. has described BODKER generally the same as 
JAMES1 EARL RAY and has viewed his photos and believes possibly 
identical. The only handwriting appearing on this contract 
which is in BODKER's handwriting is JAMES· E. BODKER and the 
initials "JEB." 

The Laboratory is requested to compare thts 
handwriting with the known handwriting of JAMES EARL RAY. 

It is also requested that tke contract be processed 
for latent fingerprints in this matter re Mr. CHARLES: V. TYSON, 
manager, Hertz, Albany, Ga. who has handled this document. 
He was in the U.S • .t\rmy with S:rial number 34 976 214. 
Th.is document shotl~d- be returned to A, t lanta for return to Mr. 
TYS:ON unle~ tit\ becomes of value as evidence in the MURKIN 
case. ., ... ,,~·· 

pproved:,'J ~~ (/V ' 
· 'I MAY ~1 gant in Charge 

,; 

Sent ______ M P~r _.:::::::....,__~---
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FD-36 (R~v. 5-22-64) 

( 
FBI 

Date: 4/29/68 

Transmit the following in ________________________ ,...... __ --i 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via ________ _ AIR MAIL 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

(Priority) 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

AC,. KANSAS CITY (44-760) P 

I 
- -· -L------- -

Enclosed for Bureau and Memphis is one copy of 
a report -by a psychiatric consultant to the Board of Probation 
and Parole, State of Missouri, dated December 20, 1966, 
regarding JAUS EARL RAY. 

This information is being furnished because of the 
psychiatrist's comments regarding RAY's increasingly severe, 
o.bsessive, compulsive trend which may aid in evaluating 
RAY's activities. 

The information contained in this 
confidential and cannot be released without 

SJ~~ 
~~? 

~(;Y 

I~ Bureau (Enc. ~ 
~ Memphis (Enc. 1)(44-1987) 

2 Kansas City 
RBH:ksw 
(7) 

Sent ________ M 

letter is 
a court order. 1 

/ / ,· r 
/ ./ , 

I '/ / 
£,,· ~/ 

/ 
' ·:... 

·. 
/. ' . 

Per ______ _ 
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Memorandum S. F. Latona to MR. TROTTER 
dated 4/30/68, with 1 enclosure, GJB:bb 

Memo is captioned "MUR1IN" 
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. .. . . -
< OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 

TO 
r- ' 

if i ! f ~· 
\.. 

'FROM 

SUBJECT: 

MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED ST ATES G NMENT 

Memorand~l 
MR. TROTTERi t 
S. Latorul] . 

DATE: 4/30/68 

QMURKIN 

LATENT PRINT EXAMINATION 

A picture post card, Q269, postmarked 
"HOUSTON, TEX PM APR 1968, "addressed to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, has been examined in Latent Finger­
print Section, and one latent fingerprint of value developed 
thereon. 

The latert fingerprint is not identical with the 
fingerprints of James Earl Ray, FBI #405942G, or Vernon 
Elmo Rife, FBI #4558766. 

The post card, which is attached, is being 
retained in Bufiles. 

The Laboratory is setting forth the results of 
its examination in a separate memorandum. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For informationep, 

Enclosure r~_J 
1 - Mr. Rosen 

C 
\ ; 

~ )bb?;;i:oSu111 

57 P~AY 1 3 '196lJ 
if: } 

Tolson-­
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper ___ " 

Callahan --­
Conrad __ 

Felt~""L--.J'-----'----' 

Rosen-J!«J.._ 
Sulliva __ 
Tave! __ _ 
Trotter __ 

_ Tfle. Room _ 
l'f~imes-­
Gandy ---
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

April 22, 1968 

MR. FELT----,=,L-11-
The attached post card was sent to the MR. GALE _-,,,..t::1-~ 

Bureau from an anonymous source in ~osEN 

Houston, Texas. The card reads as ~i-·~•v~A~------
follows: MR. A L ----

" Galt is professional killer. Lives ::: ;:;:E_R __ _ 

ff contracts. This one from SNCC TELE. ROOM 

MISS HOLMES ---

d rights leaders paid partly by Cuba. MRS. METCALF __ 

alt and partners are in Cuba." M1ss GANDY __ _ 

-f . P4/rr 2__ 

nm p"I 
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' · , V Ii Ur; ii i.L,/Lf;' lvl.0:3•-"v l 1Al~~l'l~:; ~:1cral Aggravat_ed Bureau 
By Glo,vi1_10- lle1)ort 011 l(111g ·Case/ 

. <-=c• -_,'ly Rowla~~{llf.L(l"d l{~~L.~" fa_ . 
f '.(HE :Ptl~P-scated unhapp1- Education (9Q_pI~), flew from ~aking quick swings west, ! 6nrss of J. Edgar Hoov~r's Washington -to· Ind~anapolis seitti1:1g up RopkPr§'ell~~fo .. ~ 
( ~edcral Bureau of Invest1ga- for a closed mcctmg last P.res1dent state and local 
« it ion with its boss, Attorney Tuesday of the Indiana AFL- campaigns. Some Rockefeller 
f IGcnrral Ramsry Clark, was CIO executive board. His strate.gists want Abrahams to 
I pggravated by Clark's mis- mission: -to win support for work into a key polHical in-
l leading public optimism Gov. Roger Branigan, the fa. telligcncc job for the Gover-· 

Trotter _____ _ 

Tele. Hvom --,t--1 

Holmes ---r-WPl""7£­

Gandy ----&..l--~ ,about a quick solution of the vorite son_ candidate, against nor as ,the pipeline between ! murder of the Rev. Dr. l\Iar- Kennedy and Sen. Eugene Washington and the New 
~!~n ,Lulh~r Kin~ J_r~. rr _ McCarthy in Indiana's May 7 York~based Rockefeller sty~'-wii ~, 

I t~ .1' BI agents \\ o1 km,, _on the primary. Abrahams has excellent -~ 
? h .. rng case grumbled privately Barkan was supported in credentials for ,the job. He 

! ~;11;~tsC\~~;;f11:·e~~a\~mf;~~t ~~;;srl~!~~~ b~ot~~!rYu~it\~ 
8
\~: s~r';d a~l' execu?ve P direcfo•r 

l capture -0£ the assassin were Gary area-but few other O epu · icans or rogr~ss,' 
i not justified by the actual unions. While many Hoosier a_ poSL-Goldw~ter ~rgan:za­
J prog;ess of the investigation. · labor leaders said they would twn tha,t p,rovided f,ma:ncmg 
• On the contrary, some agents back Vice President Hum- a~d rese_arch help for 1:1 .... 0 d-, 
~- complained that what legiti- phrey if he were on the bal- er ate:to-llberal Republl\_;·an 
! 1mate information the Attor- lot, they opposed supporting cand1dates. 
1 fney General did let drop Branigan. Against Bark•an Rockefeller's personal top­
l risked drying up the killer's _ and the Steel Workers were level re s e arch will be 
! trail. the United - Auto Workers handled by New York attor-
; t) 1'n Justice Depart'ment :11achinists, plumbers, pack.' ney Oscai!' Rubhausen. The 
~ lconferences, Clark justified rnghouse workers, the Amal- highly respected Richard 
J ~ his contribution to the credi- gamated Clothing ,vorkers Nathan, on leave from the 
.1 bility gap on the grounds oil and chemical workers: Brookings Institution, will be 
~ ' that optimistic talk about teachers and municipal em- chief of domestic affair.s and 
t • closing the case "would help ployes. Henry A. Kiss•ingeir of Ha~t­
J rnorale"-that is, calm down The result was neut,ralit'y vard will handle foreign af-
] l'\c6ro anger in the turbulent by Indiana labor, a victory fairs. 

1 

days immediately following ·for Kennedy-thanks larrrely Without fanfare, Rockcfql-
£ the murder. to his brother, Sen. Ed;ard ler's ,vashington headquar-

Simultaneously, there is lVI. Kennedy, who had spent ters will be opened this week~ 
f considerable skepticism in- the previous week urging on Connecticut Avenue-but 
f ~idde FthBeI tJlusttitche Departmt ent India~at hunion heads not to without the usu~l political The WashinHgtonldPost "'?,i 1· 
l f~n· 1a e presen re- comm1 t emselves. fanfare ,and flag-waving. Times era -I,.., -
l Pne,\·ed invtesti?attiSotn kof

1 
Blcack l\Iiller in South A footnote: Gov. George The Washington Daily News __ _ 

j ower· ex rem1s o e y ar- Romney of Michigan attend-. I michael will result in any ac- WILLIAM E. Miller, the ed a high-level strategy The Evening Star (Washington) --
tion. fo,rmer New York, Congress- breakfast by Rockefeller sup ... : The Sunday Star (Washington) --

fflFBI agents are making de- ::~;r';~~n~~~ !!~!~n ~g~~- porte~s Thursday morning ati Daily News (New York) ____ _ 
tailed probes into Carmi- will be huntin!!_ dcle2'ates fo,r' Washmgton's Ma Y f 1 owe r Sunday News (New York) 
Chael's r 1 · f t· th c, ~ Hoteu (at the invitation of; ----

0 e m ormen mg e Gov. Nelson Rocl-efcller 1·n 
·ur 1 · t D c · t f ~ Sen. Jacob Javits- of New: New York Post--------
nas 1mg on, · ·• no s O the South this spring. 

f.\pril 4-6 following Dr. King's York) but remained uncom-: The New York Times 

1
death, but many feel Clark As former Republican na- mitted. He explained that he: 
will never push for a Carmi- tional chairman, .Miller has had to keep his favorite son; The Sun (Baltimore)------

d<'hacl prnsccution. The ,Tus- plenty of political tics in the slalus to keep Michigan's 48- The Worker 
flic<' Department slaff over- cons<,1·va,Livc Soulh ai'Uiough mc'rnhcw cklcgalion from The New Leader --------

wht'lmingly rccommc-nckd a lining them up rnr Hockefe·J. splinlcring. The consensus or 
year ago that the Govern- lcr will be most difficult. ollrnrs present was for a 

The Wall Street Journal ____ _ 

mcnt seek an indictment of Millc,r's impending tmvels R-ockerfellcr announcement of The National Observer ____ _ 

ICarmichael, but the Attorney mark the slow up-swing in candidacy_ as soon as pos-
General vetoed the advice on Rockefeller's unannounced siihle. -""' 
grounds that it would only candidacy for the nomination. © '1968, Publishers-H~JJ s:vwHcat~ 

make him a martyr. ~h_e ;moderate Republican 1\ 
political pro, Al Abrahams, has 

E
arkan's l\'lission been signed on .~s '\'f:: .. .-~:~.~.n-1 

THE L
ATEST . based trouble-sho·ote,r. He'll 

.'-\, secret- mis- -- · 
si n by Al Barkan, organized ~ :v 
la or's -:\t~~t~· al action ~ =-~~~~~~~._.,._. 
agent t~ en obffle8 SENT 
Kenriedy4s f the ~M- ,-:.:.:._:,, ., ~ 
idential nomination wound \_,,___ ·· ··•· .. - ~ 

up a complete failure. ~ '<- ""~ ~ 
,.--n_~r-~~1n.;, hc:td of,. tl't.c. AIU,• ', ~ O 

~CI0 1s Committee oi1.PoHLical 1:/-

People"s World _______ _ 

MAY 6 196a 

~ 
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. 
FD-36 (Fi.ev. 5-22-64) 

F B I , 

Date: 5/2/68 
.. 

Transmit the following in -----------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ---~A!.111,I&A.!RIUIITE~L ____________________ ___. 
(Priority) I 

I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO 

FROM 

• • 

• • 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
{Attn.: FBI LABORATORY) 

s,Ac, BOSTON (157-644) (P) 
_/.,, . 

. I 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR· 
(00: MEMPHIS} 

4/12/68. 
Re Albany airtels to Bureau, 4/11/68 and 

LAUNDRY MARKS 

56Z3fi1_ 

Enclosed herewith for examination by the FBI 
Laboratory are samples of latmdry marks obtained from 
Thermo-Seal machines or lamdry establishments within 
the Boston Division, which are described and itemized 
as follows: 

Item #1 Post Exchange Laundry 
Newport Naval Base 
Newport, Rhode Island -
machines SN 33137 
and SN 33138 I 

__.i--· #2 U. s. Naval Exchange Laundry 
-- <. · • U. S. Naval Air Station 

. / Quonset Point, Rhode Island -
1~.>hr{J:f machines SN 33431 

,..(_/:· _ · · · .. 1 REC- 44ana SN 32296_ _ __ _ 

('#3)- Bureau·• (ltr1c. 2) (RM) /J; - ·1 I 
4

-c2,
9
·
6
t Jo/ 

~· - Memphis (44-1987) 1 MAY 
1·- Boston 
RMK:mej 

6 

_____ M 
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' 
OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 5010-106 ., MAY 1962 EDITION i 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UN~TED STATES GOVERNMENT 

c- Memorandum . 

Tolson V 
De Loach 

h . 

Ii p 

0 Casper 
Call ah ' ~~=------

--,-----,.., 

• 
TO Mr. DeLo DATE: April 27, 1968 

Trotter __ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach Tele. Room_ 

FROM osen ~ 1 - Mr. Rosen ~:'.~;' __ 
1 - Mr. Malley . . 

suBJECT\ MUR~) 1 - Mr. McGowan ~ / · .• · 
.___-- 1 - Mr. Long . 

1 - Mr.. Martindale 1

~~"i 

1 - Mr. McDonough ~/ /2 · 
,:} , 1 - Mr. Bishop o--;::J:1,,;: 

j' ~)-~'° 
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr~,/ 

With respect to the Director's inquiry regarding the variances 
in description between James Earl Ray and Eric Galt the following is 
set forth. James Earl Ray who used the alias Eric Starvo Galt has been 
identified as the subject in the King case. Ray is an escaped convict 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missourio His 
description is based on information in the official records of the 

.· penitent. tary where he was photographed and his descrif on was recorded. 

. He is fg~ty years old having been born I ~ at 'Alton, Illinois. 
This ha~ been verified through official birth records. 

· It was determined through exhaustive investigation that King's { 
slayer·was an individual who had used the names John Willard, Harvey 
Lowmyer and Eric s. Galt. The description of this individ.Ial and l ~· 

information on his past activities were developed through witnesses, some 
of whom had only fleeting contact with or observation of the ~bject, resulting 
in variations in the descriptions furnished. On painstaking reconstruction 
of the subject's bacJ{ground we secured a photograph which liad been taken 
in connec~.,<?n .. W:~th his~ ~om. p. leting a bartending c. ours~ in Cal. ifor. ni.~/ in · 

March, 1~,~~•. FY, 1(;.~i REC 10 . c/L/- 3 ~~t, 1-J / 1.//) 
r'·,.• ' .·~ ' .,,__1.,,,v, 

_To order to_ ~~f ~he ~os_t extensiv.e ~d widespread pub~icity 
to the subJect to possibly assist 1n his early loc~t1on and apprehension, 
this photograph and desc~iption and pas~ activities, as then reported, were 
ret~ed to the general public. . . ___ _ -

,~ •-:~~:::: ~ 12 M:y 6 ~68 

(9) ,f IJ/\~ CONTINUED - OVER 1 
79 [Vl/\\{9-1968 ,.,..._ ________ ~ ~~ 

I COPY MADE ~OR MR. TOLSON I ~ 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

\I 

Upon identification of Ray as being Galt we were then enabled 
to furnish more precise description and background information from 
official records. 

The descriptions of the then unknown subject developed in 
the initial stages of this investigation were based upon extensive inter­
views of witnesses in varied locations reaching from Tennessee to 
California. The remarkably close resemblances which we developed 
and the information elicited which revealed the true extent of the 
subject's physical description shows that a most commendable job 
was done by the Agents in their investigative activity. 

The Associated Press article had been the subject of a 
previous memorandum in which it was indicated that Assistant Chief 
Bill Price of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, denied 
making the statements attributed to him and this was submitted to 
the Director in a letter from Frank Holloman, former Special Agent 
who is now in charge of the Memphis Police Department. 

ACTION: 

For information. 
ti 

-r~.~~~ 

- 2 -
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ti 7[;' ~ 7r Di • ; ' . . . . . . . ' 
VJ!l_:Ljfl)JJ. JUJES<rOlllfii1:/!;tJ 

Tolson 
DeLoach 
Mohr 
Bishop 
Casper 
Callahan 
Conrad 
Felt 
Gale -lri Jt'l7 o. J1.. ~ , JM· j) - . t 

(J --~-tf1\ fjrrn ;.1 , 1 n /f?i 11 n -Prr/ f{Jf . . lfh ll?J trA ~ S 
~fU,I rJ IJ.,_ ~ fJ/ :!' ~ {JI €J; 11 (;,~~= . . v::; fJ-P IUi_ ~ --

_ ~ ll.g-~-~~ ·rr01111:; ~ ,f;-r1a s pee t • 
Rosen 
Sullivan 
Tave! 

1 

~--~~YA,<:o~~~~:~n~haw ._ · ..... · · l v!!~}p:[__~_;scriptions, saying·-~;ou run 
ti FBI officials are quietly try_i ng. to · into this every time - it's human na-
; l d ti ture." play down contrad ctory escr1p · ons .-
of the appearance and habits of James . · "Anyway, this guy is a professional 
Earl Ray, alias Eric Starvo Galt, the · · con. He can change his hair line In 
elusive escaped convict charged with ~·· three minutes with a razor, and he 
the murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin · can gain· or lose 20 pounds when he 
Luther King .Jr. wants to." , 

The discrepancies have fueled spec- • · There are conflicts, too, in descrip- · 

I ulation that perhaps Ray and Galt tions of Galt's habits, including: 
actually are two persons, or that two f Appearance: The FBI reported Galt 
or more persons used the name Galt. · . "is said to be a. neat dresser," while 

I 
No official statement has been · is- · . others who knew Ray said he was· 

:5sued to rebut this theory. But FBI .. ,· careless in his dress. 
sources insisted that Ray and Galt:, Speech: The Memphis rooming · 
are the same person. · · . · house manager said the man to whom • 

"We know there's only· one person " she rented a room three hours before : 
involved here," said one officiat · · Dr. King was slain had a Southern 
. "We've got his fingerprints and we drawl. An "inmate who knew Ray in 

know who he is." ~ .. :' ... , -- .the iviisstMri penitentiary said 1:'fay, -i 
-., I;. Alth011~h the FBI now !nsJ.st~_ ~he :c~tb,10 .0t Illinois, had no Southern ac~-, 
' , m~a-nit seeks is Ray, u mas not amend- - cent. (.- '-,Ci_- -... '< • 

. · . ed a conspiracy complaint . against Money: Galt appeared to spend' 
· Galt- charging that Galt • had con- money freely, and paid $2000 cash for 

spired with "an individual he alleged · ; the white Mustang. Ray, said the in .. 
to be his brother" to violate Dr. King's · mate, "was tight as a tick . . . if you 

I civil rights-to change the name to· · owed him money, even a few cents,· 
Ray. . : he would bug you to death." · · '· 

In enlisting the public's help in II Music-dancing: The FBI said tGalt 
Cthe manhunt, the FBI has dis~ributed . "is a fan of western and country 

I thousands of flyers. The first set music" and "is said to be art avid 
. bears Galt's name, the second Ray's.. dancer." The ,inmate said Ray "never·.· 

Puzzling aspects of the case con-' expressed any liking" for music or•.•· 
' ,: tinue to pop up. ' dancing. .,. 

· Atlanta residents said cigarette or I The FBI said Galt took dancing · 

I . 'cigar ashes were scattered on the. lessons in New Orleans dn 1964 and, 
1 carpeted floor of a white 1966 Mus- · 1965. But after reporters pointed out , 

' ·tang that FBI agents impound~d there : Ray was in prison these two years,~i 
,.-,.a week after Dr. King was slam. They . FBI officials said the statement should. 
,.,also said a cigar butt fen o-q_t Q,_f.J.h~ ~~n:~~,d "reportedly" took dancing;:. 
2_'ca'f when itgents opened the door. The_ lessons. · __ · 
fFBI has _said the car was,..n~nerl .. by l _-:-,-- Galt-grachiated fronia~Lo~-An~ele(. 
Galt.' 'But a number of people who bar-tending school last Maren,--~ th& 
knew Galt say he does not smoke. IFBI said. Reporters determined that 

' 

Reporters showed copies of the FBI-
1 released picture of Galt to the Bir- . at th s same time a duplicate driver's 

mingham witnesses, and to residents · license was malled to Galt at the Bir .. 
· of the Memphis rooming house · from mingham rooming house. . 
which the fatal shot was fired. Almost · ·• · · Dr~ Donald ·· B. Peterson, · 'superiri~ 
all said the photo didn't resemble the tendent of a Missouri state hospital 
man they saw. _ where · . Ray was examined for six 

Varying ages have been given for week~ in 1966, ·· said "We didn't find 
the hunted man, from 25 on up. The · anything to indicate he was a killer 

fFBI said _Galt ga-ve his age as 36. It , or had tendencies to kill." . _ 
said Ray 1s 40. The penitentiary warden, · Harold 

, Estimates of the fugitive's height , · Swenson, said he remembered · Ray! 
~ have ranged from 5-feet-8 to 6-feet, ~'It's odd> but I won't believe he did, 
: his weight from 160 to 175 pounds. His. ;. it (killed Dr. Kjng) until it is proven.", 

~- . ,/_' .//,· .I ::: eyes have been described. as either· .,, But. Jn.· Dalton, Ga., a former eel~ -/ ~ 
· blue or hazel, his hair as either brOWJl mate quoted R~y as once saying he, 
: ~~~~ .. 1 . . <-- -- ~- :si : . ~QuJ4~e willing to kill- Dr -...!~ing for I ~- I An FBI (?fflcial • b~ushect;, otf,,_:,Y.te :,, a $1 mHuon boun_ty, ...... ~.. ' : . -~ . , ~~· 

The Washington Post :: -;z 
Times Herald __ fj_~_'1J ___ _ 

The Washington Daily News __ _ 

The Evening Star (Washington) __ 

The Sunday Star (Washington) --
Daily News (New York) ____ _ 

Sunday News (New York) ----
New York Post _______ _ 

The New York Times _____ _ 

The Sun (Baltimore) _____ _ 
The Worker ________ _ 

The New Leader ______ _ 

The Wall Street Journal ____ _ 

The National Observer ____ _ 
Peoptc•s World _______ _ 

APR 2 7 1958 Date ___________ _ 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 11162 EDITION 

.,GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
~ 

MR. TROTTER / e-:> ' 
.{ (.) 

,...::, 

, S , Latona~ 
/'· 

t. 

' 

DATE: 4-30-68 

Tol~:on __ 
GeLoach __ 

Mohr 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ _ 

Trotter __ _ 

Tr,IE,. Roorn _ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ 

SUBJE : . MURKIN 

LATENT PRINT EXAMINATION 

An envelope postmarked Montreal, Canada, and 
addressed to the Director, Q270, and an accompanying sheet of 
notebook paper bearing a hand printed message and a visible palm 
print, Q271, and three blank sheets of notebook paper have been 
examined in the Latent Fingerprint Section. 

The visible palm print on Q271 is not identical with 
the latent palm prints previously reported in this case. No latent 
prints of value were developed on any of these items. 

The envelope and four pieces of paper, which are 
attached, are being retained in Bufiles. 

The Laboratory is setting forth the results of its 
examination in a separate memorandum. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For inf.ormatiof:-1 

Enclosures (!'il)JNCLOS1TR.E ✓ 

44-38861 !✓ .. 
1 - Mr. Rosen {f 

j ,',·\ I j l-

L ~ LJ ~ -~ Ll ,_; 

~115 MAY 6 19ht 

-n 
!c, fJc-fy 
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To: &AC'a. N1aal fM•ltMJ • Baell■-- (I) 
REC~ 128 11--• (tt-lNT) 

..... Dllllelltr, 1'111 , ....... 1)~~~-k{ 

MU&XDI EX-116!1 

'"'" 

lie Mlull allttl lA,11, I ••1t1111 ... ,1d 
11alal •••••- Ql1T 11111 Qltt. uj 111111 on•__. 
ta181w, Qllt .., ..... Qbl, ,_ aalld■11te1. 

halll1att1111 - el ......... Nlllp1• 
• Ille 111111:1atal ap11aall 11l1• 1/1/17, Qllt. .. '•• 11 .............. . ................ ,, .. .. 

ftlllarlat•• ........ Ql1TareM& 
ld1llkal wltll tlle 8qr111rlataol .ln1• Bar1..,, •• HOIMIO, ......... ,. ................................. . 

MAtLEQ 3 

MAY - 91968 
,. . . PQMM~FSI 

Qlltan(I\ _ dt.M!aad. 

l-Attata ett-•11) 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ 

1 • C111u CU, (M-711) 

1- Mr. RNen 

I 
' , 

~~ 
' . 

'~l' --1 

"' : 
. '\ . 

. .,( . 

\ .. ~ ... _-.. 
·, 
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Memorandum S. F. Latona 
to MR. TROTTER dated 
4-30-68 with five enclosures 
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44-38861 JK Q270 

ll ~~ 5 

-'-~--- LAB O RAT ORY ___L_ __ _ 
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D-36 (Rev.· 5-22-64) 

...,.. 

FBI 

Date: 5/2/68 

_, . I 
--~ I 

I 
Ir 
I 
I 
I • 
I 

k 

Transmit the following in ------------------------ii 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ___ _ I 

(Priority) I 

.. 

\ 

--------------------------------- ______________ L _______ · -

562362 

.. · 
J . ,; 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

/,AC!k~IAMI (44-1854) (P) 

\.·iuRKI?' 
CR -----

(00: Memphis) 

·. ,,..,, 
.·"'-~::· Re Atlanta teletype to the Bureau dated 4/30/68, 

and Kansas City teletype to the Bureau dated 5/1/68. 

.. Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory are two boat 
rental agreements between Crafts Limited, Inc., Ft. 
Lauder<iale, Florida, and MICHEL ST. PIERRE dated 9/2-3/67, 
bearing renter signature, MICHEL ST. PIERRE. Also enclosed 
are three Shell credit card invoices in payment of above 
contract plus gas and oil, also bearing signature of MICHEL 
ST. PIERRE. 

The FBI Laboratory is requested to determine 
if these items contain any latent fingerprints identifiable 
with those of JAMES EARL RAY. Thereafter it is reque~te~ 
the handwriting comparisons be performed to determine if 
the signatures of MICHEL ST. PIERRE on enclosed items were 
written by JAMES EARL RAY. n 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. l\£C-2Q 
{j}- Bureau (Enc. 5) (AMRM) · · . i, . _ ,, 
l - Atlanta (44-2386) (Info) (RM) t/ 1 -·· __ ...: ~ ,~,; 6 / -

. 1 - Memphis ~<:4~
1
~~9 7Uio.CP) (RM) 

1 - Kansas /clty ~4' •·f""t'"r.lnfo) (RM) 
2 - Miami · / ·· ;' · .· .. . ~' ~\\ 

• . ~ ' l-\J 
DNJ. vc .. . , /' ,, ~ "1~ ltJ Pl· - ~~~»-
(9) . ilN . •~ 

t MAY 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge .. 
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t 

F B I • 

Date: 5/3/68 

Transmit the following in ----------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL ... REGISTERED R .R .R • 1 
_ __.;;--=.;;~"------- (P . . ) I 

riority I 

- - . 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44M38861) (ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY) 

FROM: S ANGELES (44~1574) 

SUBJE 562332 

Re Los Angeles telephone call to Bureau today. 

Enclosed herewith in a cellophane envelope is a typew 
written letter captioned "Dear Editor" and ending "JAMES RAY; 
an envelope attached addressed to the "Editor in Chief, the 
Los Angeles Times Newspaper, Los Angeles, California"; and a 
Los Angeles Police Department original record card in the name 
of J~ES E. RAY, which card bears his description, prints and 
sampl~~ taken on 10/11/49 of his handwriting. 

The letter was received from Deputy Chief of Police 
ROBERT HOUGHTON, Los Angeles Police Department, by SAC WESLEY 
G. GRAPP and Supervisor WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN on 5/3/68. HOUGHTON 
advised that he had received the letter from JERRY COHEN, a 
-staff writer for the Los Angeles Times, who had brought the 
letter to Deputy Chief HOUGHTON in the hopes of being able to 
determine if it had any authe~ticity. Deputy Chief HOUGHTON 
advised·that he desired to make this available to the FBI for 
examination, and also that COHEN had requested of him that COHEN 
be advised if the letter is authentic or the work of some 
prankster. Deputy Chief HOUGHTON has advised COHEN that he 
has turned the letter over to the FBI. 

. The Bureau is requested to compare the signature on 
the enclosed}$~& ,~th~own handwriting of JAMES EARL RAY 

·~ Bureau WcW./;f(AM ... RM} (RETURN RECEIPT REQ,TJ:JZf }f ft 
1 : ~~=~h~<~~u~~lAM} 11~ ~11td-- ·" "I:_; 
1 w Atlanta (44w2386) (AM). ,,~ · · ".:1 · · j • _... 

~
9

} Los Angeles 1,.tt, f.>,> ., 25 MAY 't 1968 

WJN:CM 

9 MAY9-lgse pproved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

;,,, ,:· •. 

/ . ..-
' . 

· .· .ltfi: lif .,., .. , ---

u, 
, 
·, 
'. 

Sent _______ M • 
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.:·-< ,. : "·in·· an effort to<d$-termine whether or ·not this is an aut.hentic 
·,.. . .. ·:--- letter •.. Afso; L the :eur$au· is requested to: 'conduct '-a latent,···.: . 

·· ;:,>i•, ._ . · .. fingerpri?l-t-·· ex1;ur1i:nation for .fingerprint.a _or .. ·_RAY:• . In add~tion; ~--
·, ·,.· a. typewr-iter_ eiwn.inati.on should be conducted., as well: a·s-<a, · . 
· _:: compa_~iso~ of' the ·contents., spelling, spacing,. typing"·ability, -... 

· .. ·:. ·· :.e.:tc •,.·to :determine· · if-: RA:Y .is -~~:ti.& author •. · _The Bureau_ is· alsq: · .- .· .· 
i·,~eq\tested to examine and adyise ·of any dat_a pertairi~ng to ,;the ~. 
· paper ·and .the. envelope and to qonduct all· othe:r _·.possible .. ex~ ... 
. ··nations _to develop the .fulle_s~ ··amount or· informat·ion.~ --.-._., · ., 

• -. • - •* > • • " • ·- - - -- ~: •• ·~t; . 

, .· .. _ _ .. · The'·l$tt_er has b·e~n. touched_ b,-.. :_Deputy._Chl~r~.HC>UGHTO~~-'. 
;,.>~ /W:b.Qse prints ,:nould be ·on record; JERRY COHEN, staff 'writer/·~"·,:/, .: 
·. ·:(~_Los-·Angeles~,·Times; JACK GOULDING,_ Assi·sta.nt ·city .E.di~or, _.and ~ · · 
- one MIIC~ STRAZER. (or STRAUZ.ER}, also ·of :tJ:ie··· Los Ange1e·s ·i1mes;--.-·-.' 
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- : ;: - . . ' . -
. \ :- '. .- -.: . -

, . . The. or.tginal police -◊ard _is· to be· returri~·d _io.:toa::."<":·-
,Angeles· i'or :re,turp.· ·to th~·:Los :Angeles Pol~ce. Deps.rtmen~.~-) 
_·, _.~--.. •. _;~ -_ . • . •"!" -. ·•·• • • .r ._·. •:-· . .:f -

:- . .... .--;;: ·. :' . ". .-. ;-:,_. -

. . . . ~ ··:< ~: .· The· B\l,r6au.. is~:-requested tq .advi_s~·,LLos Ang,ie'.~", off· 
results~~- · .:' -· <.·~- :_ · . ·:,,. · ... · · ,:: · >?.:" ·· ... ·. -~•-.:r. .. . .,. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) i . 
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FBI 

Date: 5/2/68 
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Transmit the following in ----,.----~------------------i1
1 (Type in plaintext or code) 
I 
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' t. ,.,,., 
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·. ,,.-. 
~-'.j ..... ~_ ..._ 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

-~-------------------------------------------L------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 

562331 

FROM: SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769) (P) 

SUBJ· 

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, Albany, Jacksonville, 
Miami, and Memphis dated 4/30/68, regarding 1967 Cadillac 
DeVille, Florida -License 1W179130. 

Referenced teletype requested Jacksonville to 
obtain original registration for above vehicle and forward 
to Laboratory for· handwriting comparison with subject JAMES 
EARL RAY. -

On 5/1/68, Mr. ARCH LIVINGSTON, Director, Department 
of Motor Vehicle, Tallahassee, Fla., advised that he would l 
be unable to release Florida Title Number 6626969, which . 
covers 1967 Cadillac convertible, VIN F7112795, in the name ·· 
of MICHAEL ST. PIERRE, inasmuch as this document is a permanent · 
r·ecord in his files. He stated that in order to release 
this document, a subpoena duces tecum would be necessary. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON made available photostatic copy of 
instant Florida Title. 

~Bureau (Enc~ 1) (RM) 
1 - Albany (44-493) 
1 - Miami (44-1854) 
1 - Memphis (44-1987 
1 - Atlanta . 44-238 ) 

: . 
2 - Jackso . ·111 
TJW: ser 
(9) 

o9 

~1-·l/1/✓ 3 #2~/ Tt)J</ 
- \ 

;'\ '. ·1> MAY 8 1968 , ,, · 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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