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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-6}) . 

FBI 

Date: 5/1/68 
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Transmit the following in ---------------'"'.--,----------1il 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I AIRTEL Via ________ _ AM 

(Priority) I 
________________________________________________ L ______ _ 

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

~ __Q_____MPHI S ( 44_;1987) P 

MlJRKIN _) 
..___,_=:::;--.,,1'1""'-,. ... ---

Enclosed for information of the Bur .. ,; .. is 
letter received at Memphis FBI addressed to "Herr·n Edgar Hoover,'· 
with return address Alois Buchner, Kentner, A 3195 Kernhof, 

.. Niederosterreich, Osterreich." 

Bureau is requested to have enclosed letter trans-
· .. ','lated to ascertain whether or not any pertinent material contain 

therein.· 

~UREAU (Enc. 1). 
!~MEMPHIS 

as MAY 8 1968: - -
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FBI 

Date: 

Via __ A_I_R_TB_L __ _ 
(Priority) 

TO : . DIBBCTOR, l'BI . 
AffBllTIOI': FBI L&BOBATOBY 

no■ .&C, -~WARK (44-854) (P) 
I 

SDJB 11UU1s/ ---;,,/ 

Mr. Tolson _____ _ 
Mr. n~ Lg.acfi _______ _ 

· · Mr. Mohr ______ _ 
Mr. Bjs)~(,p _______ _ 

Mr. Casper .. _ 
Mr Callahan. 

' 
·ad ___ _ 

,,f ' ~: t ______ _ 
- r. G2.le ___________ ?. 

. Mr. Rosen_,_.,-:.;."':~ 
Mr. Sulli·va.n __ 
Mr. TaveL __ 
Mr. Trntter __ 
'l'ele. Room --Miss Holmes __ 
Miss Gandy_ 

Be: CiaciDD&ti Te1etype te the Bureau, wit• copy 
to Bewark, 4/19/68 
Bewark Teletype to the Bu~aau, ,~/10/68 

The followiq evidence is beiq furaished by 
Kewark to the· Bureau .. aader separate cover: 

- This evideace was furaisked to tbe Benn Dirisioa 
ltJ GABY s. GOODIWI oa 4/18/88. . . 

One white -sllirt, llanhattaa aaaufacturer, size 
l&l . 

0a 4/20/68, GABY s. GOODIIAR, ace 17, 1 

35 Birkeacleae ltoad 1 Caldwell, •'.• J., aclvised tllat ea tile 
- early aoraia1 of 4/19/88, ... at Port Colaabus. Iater11&ti9&l 
Airport, Coluab11s, 01110, he and two traveling c;(Qlp&atir.as 
eaooantered an unkaon. ule iacl1Yidual wllo ve~, eloaely ~--" 
reseabled tile aewapaper photo, of -111c. STABYO GALT•·• . iflle. ·· ·. · 
uakaowa JIii.le approached •·· c~apanioa •t.- GOOBll&JI, .... WB.I8Z, , 
and requested to buy .a sb-irt froa 'llia wllereupoa n1n~ so~d -
tile uakaewa . ale a brown yellow · plat·a ■hirt. The ull,kiaowa _ ule 
reaoved the wllite slairt he WU'-weariag, di■carded it ia ~ · 
looker at---tlle., airport, aad GOODDI' obtain~• tile •ll~t, 1f'lt1ob. 
is eaelosed. , - . •· 

, n flL'""' A.,_:.·- o . RFr ... 7_1{_ 1 ~hL - !J fl/ 6/_;,,;,,.,..,, c;;:;;~ci..l~to.:=; cl~~•~.~~~' rr · .. '-?.~: - ◄ ·""' 
(1 - Package) 25 

t-Ctneiimat1 (Info.) 
1-~Meapllis (Iafo.) 
l&llewark 
GBD:eat .. '\ 

. /\ \ 
;1. r; 

6 ~P~~:d.68 . LL 

Special Agent in Charge 

·, 

Sent _____ · _ M Per ___ ___,. _____ _ 
7 
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eaol•••· Jillirt iB· furaililled_ to ·tile Laboratory 
aec•••arJ ,a, . tile ·a11rea11. :·: · 
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ena1nat1oa·:,deeaed 

. . . . 

'·Pl•--• fara1•11 c1ac1aaat1 re-.lta · o:r 
·:-· 
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TO 

Q,PflS,NAl FORM NO. 10 a 5010-106 
M;,.v 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEllt. IIEC., HO ... F 

UNITED ST ATES G ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: Mr. Bishop DATE: 4-23-68 

FROM , M. A~si 
0 

Trotter __ 

Tele. Room -
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
I. O. #4182; W. F. #442-A 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPffiACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGIIT - ARMED ROBBERY 
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 
PROPOSED NEWSPAPER MAT 

In an effort to secure the widest possible publicity in all 
sections of the country, it is being suggested that preparation of a news­
paper mat be approved on captioned fugitive who became a special addition 
to the "Top Ten" list on April 20, 1968. 

While Ray's photograph has prominently appeared in major 
newspapers, as well as on national and local television, many of the 
smaller daily and weekly newspapers, particularly those in remote and 
rural areas, do not have facilities or funds for reproducing photographs 
unless they are made available in mat form. Many of these smaller 
publications are most anxious to feature fugitive publicity material but 
their effectiveness is often limited to the availability of a mat which 
includes a photograph. 

Such newspaper mats are prepared at the Government 
Printing Office and normally require a period of two to three weeks for 
processing. However, in view of the tremendous national interest and 
importance of this investigation, GPO will provide expedite service and 
give delivery of these mats in approximately 5 days. They are then 
immediately furnished to the various Fi~ld .Offic~s and disseminated to 
the various newspapers .in.their t.errito~i- _ · i ... t.-

3 0 _ 0 1. / ,, 1 r' ~ "') 

. . .· EX-115· REC- 12. . -- 6 ~ ~ - d ,1) --,- J 
Inquiry with the Government i ting Office has determined 

that the cost of 14,000 mats and proofs, containing the photograph and 
description of the subject, would cost $1,000, approximately., -~ 

Enclosur~ ::l'"•{i"f 22 MAY 3 1968 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure , 
1 - Mr. Gale - Enclosure- ~d-\ci 62 lfA~talWen -Enclosure 

j}~) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I ·1· ,L•,, \ .l ..... 

RElC-D ii3t£\hlli.iP 

APR 23 5 20 PH ,·60 

-~, ... , :.o 
U.I -·-- '-J - -•T -c.:... ... 

~ 
n_ u.> 
Ql 1~ -- '-'\.i .._. 

..:· .J - ' J.o .. 
·-- ,-
l~ _;. ) -- -

~ •4- ~ 

' -a .- ') .. 
> 
IIIIIC 

.:E: 

. -

' 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.... . ... • I 
M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 
RE: James Earl Ray, aka - Fugitive 

A proposed write-up for use as a newspaper mat is 
attached. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Authority be granted for the preparation of a newspaper 
mat on James Earl Ray and that the attached proposed write-up be 
approved. 

- 2 -
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Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ 
Gale __ 
Rosen __ 
Sullivan __ 
Tavel __ 
Trotter __ 

Tele. Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ 

• • 
WANTED BY THE FBI 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Erle Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, Jam•• McBride, James 
Walton, w. c. Herron and James 
O'CoM@r 

James Earl Ray, a Miaaourt prtaon escapee, sought 
under the allu Erle starvo Galt ln connection With the gunshot slaytng 
of civil rights leader Dr. Marttn Luther King, Jr. , la one of the FBl's 
''Ten Moat Wanted Fugltlves." FBI Director J. 1idgar Hoover ordered 
the special addition of Ray to the "Top Ten'' 11.st to insure wt.despread 
dlasemlnatlon of Ray's photograph and deecrtptton to speed his location. 

Ray has been tnteustyely •011.lht slnce the murder of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968 • aa he stood on the balcony of a Memphls, 
Tennesaee, motel. An exhaustive PBI flngerprtnt search, comparing 
latent ftn.gerprtDta uncovered ln the Dr. King cue against fmgerprtnts 
of over 53, 000 persona on whom - ·. wanted nottees were posted; 
determined that Galt and Ray are identleal. 

A Federal warrant, tasued at Blrmlngham, Alabama, 
on April 17, 1968, charge• Ray, under the alias of Galt. with con­
spiring to Interfere wt.th a Constitutional Right of .a citizen. Ray, 
who escaped on April 11. 196'1 • from the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
ls also sought for unlawful fttp.t to avoid conflaement for robbery. 
Hts long crlmlnal record also tncludes convlettons for burglary and 
forging U. S. Postal Money Orders. ' 

A white Amertean, born ln .Alton, mt.nots, on 
I I Ray ls S'10" tall, weighs 163 to 1'14 pounds, has blue .~, .. -and-~ 
abort brDWll ha.tr. He bas a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
hlB left ear protrudes noticeably. Known u a "loner" and "drifter," 
Ray baa worked u a baker, laborer and color matcher. Be bu taken 
dancing lessons and completed a course at a school of bartendlna. 

COD.lllder Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report 
any tnformatlon eoucern.tng btm to the nearest FBI office~ 

JRH:djr 1f t . ~ ._~'\0Y eJr~ er~ 
MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT 0 1 / . _ ·- - ,a-- ! 1 {-_ ~.. l 

y-y - t1 eo I ~· ;)..,~~i 
~ 
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~ OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
•- , MAY i"i>62 EDITION 

GSA GE~. REG. NO. 27 • 5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: ,. MURKIN 
,,r,<,-

• 
DATE: April 24, 1968 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. McDonough 
1 - Mr. Long 
3 - Mr. Boyd 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tave! __ _ 
Trotter __ 

Tele. Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ _ 

In connection with investigation being conducted 
in the MURKIN case, the main Bureau file on Martin Luther 
King, Jr.•s activities (100-106670) was reviewed. It is 
to be noted that for several years numerous threats against 
King were brought to our attention. They are as follows: 

ORAL THREATS: 

By letter to the Director 12/23/63, (original 
filed in 77-51387-824) the Tampa Office reported that one 
RICHARD RUSSELL BALL made derogatory statements against the 4( . \~\Attorney Gener. al and late President Kennedy. He allegedly 

i~. "\ stated that the Attorney General and Martin Luther King 
'\ \i, · 11 WQuld get theirs 11 within thirty days. He voluntarily 

~\ appeared at the Tampa Office and said he made the statements 
while he was drunk, (Tampa file 62-462.) BALL is a white 
male, truck driver for Coastal Refrigeration Service, Tampa, 
Florida. 

Ser. 2202, a Bureau airtel to Richmond 1/14/66, 
contains information from one FRANCIS PAUL DELUCY, WM, 70 
yrs. West Jackson Street, Wilkes Barre, PA., advising he 

~ ~ i\learned from a visit to the American Nazi Party Headquarters 
(r _ ",• that King would be assassinated by ANP member JAMES 

~-v, BANKl«>RTH. DELUCY admitted drinking heavily prior to con- . ,- 1 
tacting the FBI, but insisted ~-ff5ryg

1
2_rue.JJ1~·~;.,t,/-~L('J · 

. Ser. 2701 is a JN Office teletype, 9/17/66.l> MAY 3 1968 
; \",,-{ entitled, "Unsub: Alleged Plan to Kill Reverend Mar!l'.n 

~~Lr· J. \ Luther King, Grenada, Mississippi, Racial Matters. 11 The I\ >1'· ~\V Reverend EMMETT BARFIELD, Pastor First Presbyterian Church;-­
/ ~ --"~'Grenada, Mississippi, who requested his identity be 
':l \ , ~ ,'-~ concealed, claimed an Att~rney in his parish told him two 

•• 
1

} _ \.\ white male residents of Grenada stated they planned to 
r,\" <f""-v\ assassinate ~~~on 9/19(66, at Grenada. The men 

0
v~ allegedly wanted to retain the Attorney, if they were charged. 

I 

JJB: gp l,. 

(9) 
j 

.· . l . . I 

7 9 fv1A't 9 ~ 1968 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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• • 
to Rosen 

Ser. 1122 is a Baltimore airtel to Di~ector 4/2/65, 
and refers to the arrest of one CARLOS LEE BILLINGS (FBI 
# 368 794 A) by local police. Allegation by BILLINGS of an 
offer by unknown persons to kill King for $50,000. BILLINGS 
reportedly has a mental discharge from USMC. 

t..1 SAM HOLLOWAY BOWERS, JR., AKA SAM reportedly made 
]>'~~ a statement on 11/15/64, at a Klan meeting near Harrisville, 

1 l\~(.,, \"' 'wiMississippi, that two men requested his permission to shoot fr,~ Li~ King. (Original in 157-1654-4) •. BOWERS reportedly told 
~~ ~\,,. the m~n not to take any chances and stated that any American 
\.< 1

\ citizen would consider it his patriotic duty to shoot King 
f, if given the opportunity. BOWERS is the Imperial Wizard of 

the WKKKOM. 

On 3/30/65, JACK WILLIAM BROWN, Imperial Wizard 
of Dixie Klans, was interviewed by SAs Herbert c. Mays and 
James H. Rike at Chattanooga, Tennessee. (Original filed in 
105-65374-332, P. 37). BROWN stated he was surprised that 
King had not been killed in Alabama to date. He said if 
King ever came to the Chattanooga area and did the same 
things he was doing in Alabama, someone would kill him. He 
did not comment as to who would kill King. 

Ser. 1018 Chicago teletype to Director reflects 
that one ROBERT C. BUX?OR, 3102 S. Wallace, Chicago, Illinois, 

~/ l'\~· 
4
, had called the Chicago Office on 3/17/65, and said he would 

r{' \~\ kill King if King got in his way. BUXTON_sounded drunk. 

\v'--.\ NICHOLAS NATHANIEL CAULDER (file 157-2970) of 
~ Camden, South Carolina, is the Imperial Klexter for the Ul<A. 

1 ) According to SV 472-RAC. (PROB), advised that on 4/15/65, 
fl\ J ~ CAULDER was an avid segregationist with great hatred for 
'\ ·. ~ Negroes. He allegedly stated in presence of the source, that 

i ~"( he would gladly participate in the assassination of King. 

In a memorandum behind serial 2582, JAMES w.¢COLE, 
/ AKA "Catfish," the Grand Wizard of North Carolina, Knights of 

./'\ the I<I<K on June 9, 1966, gave a reporte~ a written.statement 
'\ ~Ct, \\."that he was going to Mississippi for the purpose of killing 

""·\~~\ King: that he had funds to finance the venture and would 
~ die happy if necessary. The reporter was identified as AP 

Representative BRYAN SEYMOUR of Kinston, North Carolin~. 
(CE file 157-3134). 

Ser. 2758 concerns one THOMAS E. CREAMER, AXA, 
E. Cramer of Chicago, Illinois, who advised the 

- 2 -
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• 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

• 

Chicago Office on 9/6/66, that he had been given·the 
assignment to kill King when he returned to Chicago. CREAMER 
said he was a Veteran of the 101st Airborne Division and 
claimed he went to a meeting in the 1900 block of West 
School Street in Chicago, on 9/5/66, and that three unidenti­
fied persons at the meeting gave him the assignment to kill 
King in return for a guarantee for (CREAMER's) family's 
safety. CREAMER described himself as an expert varmint 
shooter arid indicated he had a high powered rifle. His date 
of birth is listed as I I Lima, Ohio. He had an 
arrest in Chicago for assault on 7/30/62. 

Ser·. 2596 is a DE teletype to the Director on 
, 6/18/66, reporting an anonymous caller had alleged a plot to 

1 1 kill King and that plotters were connected with KKK and 
r{l employed by Cadillac Plant #1, Detroit, Michigan, and also 
~ .a that Grand Dragon of this Klan was possibly inyolved. The 

0 1.\\1 "Grand Dragon .. was identified by the DE Office as JOf:IN HOLLIS 
,J'V DAVIS, AKA Jack Davis of 13022 Helen, South Gate, Michigan, 
~\ who was a pipe fitter at Cadillac Motor Company. (DE file 

100-31418). 

\~ \ Ser. 2761 is a teletype dated 11/3/66, from Chicago 
ti'~\ advising that the Chicago NAACP on that date received an 

j \.(.I~~~· anonymous telephone call at- 9: 40 a.m. threatening King. 
'\ '11" .~\ The caller stated that one "TOMMY DEXTER" a City of Chicago ti employee working for the City of Chicago Asphalt Company, 
~ is aware of a person who is offering $10,000 for the assass-

) ination of .King, if King returns to Chicago. This anonymous 
call was of a local nature and no extortion case was opened, 
and Chicago had no references. in its indices on TOMMY DEXl'ER. 
(CG file 100-35356). 

Ser. 2872 is a Chicago airtel 3/ll/67. reporting 
information received from Army Intelligence.that one JOSEPH 
JOHN GAFFNEY who claimed to be a minuteman, reportedly told 
another soldier that he and another minuteman comprised a 
sabotage team which would undertake assassination of King. 
GAFFNEY was interviewed and denied membership or association 
with the minutemen, but considered one ORVILLE BRETTMAN of 
Elgin, Illinois, reportedly in USMC at Camp Pendleton, 
California, to be a minuteman: BRETTMAN had given him 
literature. No threats reportedly made against King by 
BRETTMAN. 

- 3 -
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• 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

• 

Ser. 926 is an article and photograph from the 
"Harald Examiner," Los Angeles, California, dated 2/26/65, 
(LA file 100-57229) which refers to heavy security precaution 
concerning threats on King's life. The article alludes to 
a search for one KEITH D. GILBERT, 27, 419 Western Avenue, 
Glendale, California.· The article states GILBERT is known 

)" as a racist,tand involved in theft of dynamite, which was 
/~ ,. found in his apartment along with minuteman literature. MM 

f\. f i airtel to Director 3/5/65, entitled, "Richard Cotton, RM, 
).. \~ Minutemen, Information Concerning - IS, 11 (MMfile 157-1268) 

~I'.\.;\ ~efers to one GILBERT, not further identified, who reportedly 
V \\\ had the dynamite to be used on King. One EARL LINDER, 2521 
{' N. W. 23rd St., MM, Florida, on 3/5/65, told MM 607-R that 

they would not make the same mistake again and next time 
suggested use of a high powered rifle on King. An LHM dated 
3/2/65, at LA concerning one KEITH DWAYNE GILBERT related 
an incident where GILBERT shot at Negroes in a car and was 
arrested by LAPD 9/18/64, for attempt to commit murder. 
GILBERT reportedly a co-owner fo a gun shop. LHM also refers 
to one GEORGE WILLARD, who had been under pyschiatric treatment 
and was a member of the John Birch Society. (174-1-26-18). 

Ser. 1498 is an LHM from NO dated 6/16/65, reports 
a remark made by one NOEL GRAY, South University, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, that Negro race needs a new "monument" as 
Christ has been dead 2,000 years and it would be better if 
King or James Farmer were killed. 

·Ser. 1696 TP teletype to Director 8/2/65, reports 
that TP 221 R (PROB) reported on 8/2/65, th~t JOHN D. HAGAN, 
Florida Pioneer Club, (independent Klan group) claimed an 

~/, ,~unknown male at an unspecified place in Alabama, was allegedly 
'\ o \'- appointed to "do away" with King at St. Augustine, Florida 

/\~\._y\ or Washington, D. c. on an unknown date. 

Ser. 2158 AT teletype 12/13/65, reported that an 
assistant of King received a telephone call from a male 
individual who stated he was Mr. CHEW (phonetic) 1800 
Washington Street, Denver, Colorado. "CHEW" told King's 
assistant .that King should be careful as someone was going 
to assassinate him. A notation on Ser. 2158 indicates the caller 
may be one HOLT CHEW, a Denver realtor who has several local 
arrests for intoxication. 

- 4 -
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• 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

• 
/ ~,t,· i Ser. 862 airtel f1:"om KC 2/16/~5, (KC 100-11958) 

/f\ 1,\~ reflects that WILLIAM THO.MAS J/\COBS claimed he was approached 
I\ ~t\~ by unknown party on 2/15/65, to kill the President and King. 

~\ JACOBS reportedly an alcoholic. 

1~ news clipping from the Birmingham Newspaper, 
Birmingham, Alabama, dated 9/28/62, is an article stating 

// that ROY JAM.ES, 24, 6150 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, Virginia, 
/{'\ reportedly struck King twice and received $25 fine and 30 
~ 1 days in jail. JAMES reportedly a Lieutenant in the 

d,iR~~ American Nazi Party. He is also said to have a long police 
K~ record in demonstrations and other incidents. 

Ser. 1062 reports information on 3/26/65, that 
. ~~!Jone WILLIAM HO~~ARD JAMISON, 101ii Sal~Street, South Gate, 

-,;( \~California, a former John Birch~~oJiil.:Pegedly considered King 
/4 \..}\ a Communist tool. He is reported to have said, 11 I am going 
', --t\ to get Martin Luther King, he is mine." JAMISON admitted 
tf'' bombing the Progressive Bookship in Los Angeles. 

In an LHM dated 2/27/68, at San Francisco, informa-
tion is reported concerning one HAL NICHOLS who reportedly 
made extreme anti-Negro, anti-left, and anti-liberal state­
ments in November and December, 1967. NICHOLS allegedly 
named numerous persons he considered traitors and said they 
should be disposed of, meaning they should be killed. He 
specifically mentioned President Johnson, Senator Robert 
Kennedy, H. Rap Brown, Stokley Carmichael, and Martin Luther 
King. 

Ser. 324 CV radiogram to Director 3/18/64, reflects 
that Deputy Sheriff Charles Ross, Stark County, SO, Canton, 
Ohio, reported one FRANK G. NILES asked him where he could 
obtain a sniper's rifle. NILES made the comment he would 
kill King if he thought it would prevent integration. A 
photograph of NILES, his description as well as description 

_ -· _ ~-·-2L,.b.is vehicle, believed available in CV file. Bureau airtel 
~ 6/15/67, (Bufile ~57-15~2-254) captioned, . "A~le~ed. Offer 

,.\ u,,· of $100,000 by hhite Knightaof KKK, JN, Mississippi, to Anyone 
l\,r;(~ ··Who Kills Martin Luther King, Jr., - Victim, Racial Matter, 11 

'J ~ refers to information received from Dallas that one OONALD 
~ ~ _ ~ y JAMES NISSEN, FBI #607-320 A, inmate County Jail, Sherman, 

~v 5~ Texas, reportedly knew of an offer of $100,000 to kill King 
./ _ which had been made by the KKK. (See also Ser. 3023). 

~'\ V \\.\ 

<l "\..;, \ 
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• 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

• 
On 2/21/65, Jack Shanahan, City Desk, Associate 

Press, NYC, advised that known oaAu members in NYC were 
going to Chicago to kill Elijah Huhammad and had plans to 
kill King. (See 100-399321-283, P. 10; set out in NY 
teletype 2/22/65, reporting shooting of .MALCOLM "X11

; NY 
105-8999) • , 

Unnumbered serial behind Ser. 2714 is copy of SF 
teletype 9/27/66, reporting that one (FNU) OWENS threatened 
to kill ~enator Robert Kennedy and King. One MICHAEL 

/{ MOUNT, 1009 Pacific Avenue, Half Moom Bay, California, had 
f) /~ ·~1:f> picked up OWEN~ as a hitchhiker, and OWENS claimed he had 

r y· ,. been beaten up in the past by three black Muslims in 
7 J\~ Washington, D. c. while an Army Intelligence Officer and a 

member of NBC staff. Additional information may be available 
through Army Intelligence in California. 

that, 
Ser. 754;alleged/on 1/18/65, JAMES PAFFOl-ID of 

Springhill, Louisiana made a threat. The source of the 
allegation was COP, Reuben O'Neal, Springhill, LA~Police 
Department, who would not give any credence to the report. 
PAF'FORD allegedly a gun collector, but has a good reputation 
and residing in Cullen, Louisiana. 

BENNY PINKSTON, Sikeston, i"'.V., FBI 4f314-7431, Negro, 
allegedly threatened King's life. (Original in 100-442529-
199). 

JI.MMY GEOaGE ROBINSON, formerly with NSRP in Selma, 
Alabama, previously struck King on 1/18/65, at the Hotel 

/ Albert, allegedly on orders of J. B. STONER. ROBINSON 
" , reportedly hates Negroes and is subject of the case entitled, 

,t.,...~ \~i "Jimmy George Rlbinson, et al; SA Daniel D. Doyle, LR Division 
,- . ..J'' Victim, AFO; TGP. u 

w\ Ser. 2936 reports information from JN 265-R (PROB) 
who advised 4/28/67, that L. c. BLALOCK, owner of Curley's 
~lace, Winona, Mississippi, had indicated that one JULIO 
ROMEO of Jacksonville, Florida, would pay the source $100,000 
cash to kill King. Jacksonville Office was unable to 
identify ROMEO and Bureau files, at that time, were negative 
on BLAWCK and ROMEO. 

Ser. 1096 is CE teletype of 3/25/65, reflecting 
that JACK MAYNARD AAY, 1814 V0le Street, Durham, North 
Carolina, FBI *864-684, claims he was approached to shoot 

- 6 -
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• 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: l•'lURKIN 

• 
King and James Farmer by GEORGE MC LA1'•1B, reportedly 
President of the Durham City Council. RAY is reportedly 
an ex-con and probably alcoholic. 

Ser. 2660 reports a threat made on 3/13/66, by 
one ALFRED SCHNEIDER, 5054 Leavitt Street, Chicago, Illinois, 
who called the Chicago PD and stated he wanted to be on 
record, should King be killed in Chicago. Ser. 2666 
describes SCHNEIDER as a white male, aga 54. 

JOHN FRANCIS SMALLWOOD, Suffolk, Virginia, reported 
that three white men of Tyner, North Carolina, offered him 

,!\ a shot gun and rifle to shoot King when he spoke at Suffolk, 
''\ ~ -~ Virginia, on 6/28/63. It was indic._ated that SMALLWOOD was 
~\~ considered irtel~ent, fairly independent and believed to be 
~\ truthful. (o~iginal in 157-6-56-150). 

( s. 2710 is copy of BS airtel 9/23/66, re one 
l. 1(1 _p,r-'_»..}OONALD STOUT reportedly a •icar jockey" who travels about 

~o. V:,.{ the country delivering autombbiles. One THOMAS SHEEHAN, 
0,es ~' manager National Car Rentals, Logan Internation Airport, 
~ .. .) .,· i'~ reportedly has frequent contact with STOUT. SHEEHAN said 
f"\ ·~I he contacts STOUT through IP telephore number WA 5-8965, which 

'-'\'1-
6 

,.-<e' is reportedly jointly listed to American Insurance Company 
"'-le. >+ i · and Ford Motor Company, 3231 North Meridian Street, 

~~f,~ Indianapolis. A Pitts~urgh airtel 9/7/66, reported tnat 
STOUT had allegedly made a statement he was going to shoot 
King. 

Ser. 3042; Chief of Police, Charleston, South 
Carolina, advised on 7/26/67, that one MICKEY TELEGAS, white 
male, 20 1 s, 540 A Rutledge Avenue, Charleston, South Carolina, 
had told several persons he planned to kill King when he 
comes to Charleston. 

Ser. 3152 an airtel to Bureau from AT on 11/15/67, 
advising that one HAROLD J. THOl·'lE of Tujunga, California, 

/ (posSlble mental) had been attempting to have a audience with 
II\ M i{ing in Atlanta. THOME has reportedly tnreatened neighbors 
I\ v'-~in the past mh a shotgun. LA airtel 11/20/67, advised THOME 

~\resides 10520 Hill Haven Street, Tujunga, California, and is 
~\/ a machinist at Photosonics ComIBnY, 820 Mariposa, Burbank, 

California. 

On 10/8/64, an informant said 13 Klansmen and 
/~ 50 others attended a public cross burning and JAMES VENABLE 

/ f'( \~ stated Klan was opposed to violence, but would be a good 
/(' ~\ idea if someone would do away with King. (see 105-65374-324, 

~t. ~ - 7 -
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•· 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

• 
( 

./· ~,\!6·P. 5; AT file 105-773). Ser. 835, reports allegations made 
/)'\ vJ\' 2/8/65, that JA!VlES VENABLE and other leaders of National 
1 

~\ Knights of KKK planning to assassinate King. J.B. STONER 
was also implicated. 

Ser. 2053 DELANO ELHER viALKER was allegedly 
approached by an unsub with proposition to kill King for 

/ ~'i$5,000. Unsub reportedly gave HALKER $50 with instructions 
.A"1 i\ to preceed to AT for further orders. Local police believed 
-, · s\/..y\J' WALKER'S tale was manufactured although he did have $50 

y,\ on his person. (Information from SL airtel to Director 11/ 
12/65, SL file 100-17801). 

Ser. 1197; RICHARD WERNTZ reported in NK airtel 
of 3/31/65, as having expressed a desire to shoot King. 

JIM WHITE, AKA James A. Wallington, 13592 Berwyn, 
Detroit, Michigan, allegedly threatened King(fcau information 
in Detroit airtel 4/12/65, entitled, "Minutemen, Information 
Concerning, Internal Security. •? (0 rig inal in 6 2-107 261-101 7),. 

Ser. 2687 MM airtel 9/9/66, reflects that MM 1145-R 
/ ~\ (PROB) advised on 9/5/66, that JAMES WHITE a barber of Fort 

1 ~ ~~ Lauderdale, Florida, had inquired of an official of the UKA, 
1\ ~f\ KKK, how much money the Klavern would pay to kill King. 

"" wHITE reportedly applied for membership in the Klavern at 
~ Fort Lauderdale, but was rejected. 

Ser. 13 CV teletype to AT 5/26/61, reports that one 
MERRILL HILLIAMS (Negro) telephonically advised CV Office 
he had received a call from a friend who is white and who he 
had known in the service, that his friend knew for a fact 
of a plot to kill King. WILLIAMS' friend reportedly called 
from Montgomery, Alabama, and WILLIAMS said he promised not 
to disclose his friend's identity. 

Ser. 2431 CG teletype 4/18/66, reports that one 
MORTON L. ~ASLAVSKI, 6240 N. Drake Avenue, Chiago, had 
allegedly put up $3,000 to have King killed. ZASLAVSKI 
identified as an Attorney and owner of Public Currency 
Exchange, 820 N. Avenue, Chicago. This information was 
received from I.AVERNON OORNELIUS of the "Deacons for Defense" 
in Chicago, who said he got a letter from a JAMES 'viATTS, 
address unknown, identity nd:known to CORNELIUS, who made 
allegation against ZASLAVSKI and also alleged ZASLAVSKI had 
killed two other Negroes. Allegation was referred to Chicago 
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• 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

• 
~D and Chicago Office followed this matter with the PD. 
(CG file 105-16238). 

Ser. 1054 SV airtel 3/18/65, contains allegation 
that FRED ZEIGLER of Vidalia, Georgia, a white male, age 15, 
run-away problem child, had allegedly threatened to kill 
King to help the country. 

\~ RI TTEN THREArr S : 

On 7/7/64, and 3/26/65, anonymous letters were 
sent to the editor of the 11 Charlotte Observer," Charlotte, 
North Carolina,critical of President Johnson, Vice President 
Humphrey, Chief Justice Warren and King. The first letter 
expressed opposition to integration and was highly critical 
of the Kennedy and Johnson administration and included King, 
and indicated a grave might be a good place for them. The 
later letter also highly critical contained a statement, 
"Old Martin Luther King should get his brains blown out. • •11 

These letters were examined by the FBI Laboratory and searched 
\through the anonymous letter file without success. ~ee 
{Bufile 157-1815. 

' 

Bufile 9~-110865, Ser. 59 and 60 report a threat 
to bomb Orchestra Ha11, Chicago Illinois, on 3/14/65. The 
threat was made in a letter postmarked Chicago, PM,3/10/65, 
and ~as signed, u\'Vbite Citizen Council." A photograph of 
the envelope and the letter was furnished the Bureau by 

1\the Chicago Office, which advised that the Chicago PD had 
processed the letter ana found no latent fingerprints. (CG 
9-3719). 

✓Bufile 9-44085 entitled, "Unsub; Governor Edmund G. 
Brown - Victim-;-·'"Exto'r~tion - ru.-1," reports an anonyrno~s postcard 
was received by the Governor's Office and stated King would 
be shot by 0 one of his 0 to create havoc. The card was 

\postmarked at LA, California, 8/17/65. No suspects were 
,developed. 

✓In Bufile 100-446080-709, on Stokley Carmichael, a 
letter is set out in an LHM dated 11/30/67, containing 
allegations of possible violence against Carmichael, H. Rap 
Brown and King by BERT COLLEY and SID BUCHER. The letter 
as reportedly written by ANNA MAY (COLLEY) MOBLEY of 
ovington, Kentucky. In her letter, MOBLEY indicated her 

~rother_sfPX CQLLEY, was originally from Decker, Alabama, and 
~hat Ee had a device powerful enough tok;i.11 a person or 
~nimal with an elec~ic current. (Her description of the 
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
Memorandum McGowan to Rosen 
Re: .MURKIN 

• 
device appears to describe a cattle prod). 

On 6/24/63, the mail room of the 11 Los Angeles 
Times'' received a letter that threatened to bomb the news­
paper building and also threatened the life of President 
Kennedy and Kin_g. The letter indicated the writer had an 
offer of $10,000 on King's life. The letter was signed, 

' 

"KKK." This letter was examined _by_ .tJ·ie F'BI Laboratory and 
no late!1~---~Jr1gerprints found. It was searched through the 

i Anonymous Letter File without making an identification. 
/ I( 15 7-9 29 )' . . ... ,A">'«•=••• • ••. 

-t·"-
On 6/22/65, one CARROL JORIDN, 307

1
6 Street, 

Monroe, Louisiana, turned in a wallet to the 1-'D that he 
allegedly found at the A & W Drive-In Restaurant, Cypress 
~treet, West Monroe, Louisiana, on 6/22/65. ..A Louisiana 
driver's license was found in the wallet, which had been 
issued to WILLIAM R. DAVID,Route ifl, Calhoun, Louisiana, 
whose date of birth was indicated as/ ~ a social 
security card was also found in the name of BILLY BOB 
DAVID, S~N~ ______ ___J A letter was found in the wallet 
addressed to the Imperial v~izard of the KKK indicating the 
writer was willing to exterminate Mr. Johnson's boss, Martin 
Luther King, for five million dollars. It was signed, 
"BILLY BOB DAVID and associates." (DALE TAYLOR, G. E. 
JOHNSON, DICKIE MCINTOSH, KENT HALE.) The Chief of ~olice 
at Monroe, Louisiana, could find no information in his files 
identifiable with any of these persons. 

Ser. 2449 reflects that on 4/22/66, the Springfield, 
New Jersey, PD received a hand ink printed letter dated 

(' 4/21/66, at Newark, New Jersey, which stated that King would 
be shot by professionals while picketing. The NK Office also v~•-Y' received a similar letter which indicated King would be shot J\. t> ~' in SI, New Jersey, with a mail order gun. (This letter is Vf' probably filed in NK file 9-0). 

{'" ACTION: 

For information. Appropriate leads obtained from 
the above review of the King file are being set out by 
separate communications and will be coordinated with other 
investigation being conducted. 
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~· ' \ 
'\( ·, ·.~. - ~ Mr. Tolson __ 

... j • I:: t Mr. DeLoach.,. __ _ ' ",,... ~ ..... 
VIA TELET'IP 

" 
~ 

l 
~ 

APR 251968 

WASHINGTON NR03 2-54 t~~PHERED, 

URGENT 4-25-68 MS 

FROM SAN 

(44-38861) LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

ANGELES VIA WASH) 

ANCISCO (173-65) 2P 

RE DR. THEODORE L. EVANS, ETC. 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL APRIL TWO FOUR LAST. 

// 
f () 

Mr. Mohr __ _ 
Mr. Bishop __ _ 
Mr. Casper.­
Mr. Callahan_ 
Mr. Conrad ....... 
Mr. Felt ... ---,..,... 
Mr. Gale.--H-~ 
Mr. Rosen . ....,,__,_., 
Mr. Sulliv n 
Mr. Tavel.. __ 
Mr. Trotter __ 
Tele. Room __ 
Miss Holmes_ 
Mi!s Gand7_ 

FILES, SAN FRANCISCO, CONTAIN NO INFORMATION WHICH CAN BE 

IDENTIFIED WITH DR. THEODORE L. EVANS AND WIFE, DOLORES, AKA, IN 

VIEW OF FACT NO BACKGROUND DATA AVAILABLE. 

SAN FRANCISCO FILES REFLECT TELEPHONE NUMBER SEVEN THREE ONE 

DASH ONE SIX FOUR ZERO IS LISTED TO BETTY BRANDON, EIGHT FIVE TWO 

PACHECO sr., SAN FRANCISCO. DETAILS REGARDING 

BRANDON FURNISHED LOS ANGELES IN SAN FRANCISCO LETTER DATED APRIL 

NINE, LAST CLOS ANGELES FILE ONE ZERO ZERO DASH FIVE SEVEN TWO TWO 

NINE>. THE ONLY REFERENCE TO BETTY BRANDON IN SAN FRANCISCO FILES 

IS PREVIOUS COMMUNICATION FROM LOS ANGELES TO SAN FRANCISCO REGARDING 

PREv1ous TELEPHONE cALL FROM KI,&.Ji 8£.C-11 lfV _ J pf C,/ _;;;_&, so 
SAN FRANCISCO FILE REFLECTS THAT LOS ANGELES LHM, DATED MARCH 

H~~ STAY:-:IP~):,~OS ANGELES 
- - - . --

THREE, SIXTYSEVEN, INDICATES THAT KING DURING 

CONTACTED ONE BETTY BRANDON.\ 

-~ND PA: ?,~j.~.~! 9..:1968 ~ (l 6 , t~ 
lfF,(:ttlm / 

s{ f 
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t 
PAGE TWO 

LOS ANGELES LET, DATED MARCH NINETEEN, LAST, REFLECTED THAT DR. 
•: 

KING CONTACTED AREA CODE FOUR ONE FIVE DASH SEVEN THREE ONE orsH ONB 
:~ -·· -. 

SIX FOUR ZERO. SAN FRANCISCO CITY DIRECTORY LISTS EVERETT P.~BRANDON 
C 

EIGHT FIVE TWO PACHECO sr., SAN FRANCISCO, AS THE SUBSCRIBER fo SEVEN 
t·•. 

THREE ONE DASH ONE SIX FOUR ZERO. EVERETT BRANDON IS LISTED r rt 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL. 

SAN FRANCISCO INDICES REFLECT THE FOLLOWING RE EVERETT P. BRANDON. 

SAN _tRANCISCO FILE ONE SIX ONE DASH THREE FOUR ZERO SHOWS A PEACE 

CORPS INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED BY THIS OFFICE WHICH WAS ALL FAVOR­

ABLE TO RIM. SAN FRANCISCO FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH FOUR ZERO ZERO 

DASH FJ~E NINE ZERO REFERS TO BRANDON AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE LOCAL 

ECONOMft OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL. SAN FRANCISCO FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH 

TO FOUR THREE DASH THREE SIX NINE REFERS TO AN ARTICLE IN THE" SAN 

FRANCISCO CHRONICLE,• A DAILY NEWSPAPER, DATED DECEMBER NINETEEN, ONE 

NINE SIX THREE, WHICH STATES BRANDON HAD OPENED AN ORGAINIZATION TO 

HELP FIND JOBS FOR NEGROES. TH~ONLY REFERENCES TO BETTY BRANDON IN 

SAN FRANCISCO INDICES ARE PREVIOUS COMMUNICATIONS FROM LOS ANGELES 

TO SAN FRANCISCO IN REGARD TO ABOVE TEL CALLS. 

JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

EFH R RELAY 

FBI WASH DC 
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TBLITYPE 

TO: 

l'BOII: 

• 

URGBNT 

SAC& CHICAGO (44-1114) 
PITTS8UBGB 
I.AR J'RARCIBCO 

t 

· .. ·• REC· 12 ~t/-JJIJ<o/.~ ~ (t, ~ \ 
DIRICTOR, PBI . . 

IIUUIN. 

4/26/88 

RBCBICAGO TBL APRIL TIBRTfflVB LAST. 
ri ff[:,, .· LAWBDCll DOKALD ST01JT, ill DOKALD LlWBDCB STOUT, WITB :rBI 

lfUIIBD :roua KID PIVB HID TBUB BIGHT lfAUGBT. IWlCR TIBLVB l'IITY-
........ 

PffJI, l'IDDAL CORUCTIOlfAL I1'8TITtJTIOK 8UGOVILLB TBXAS, VIOLATION 

KATIOlfAL ltOTOB V:IBICLB 'l'HDT ACT, on YBAB OBB DAY. LATEST ABRBST 

BBCOBD IDUTIJ'IClTIOlf DIVIIIO!f :rILBI APRIL TD PIPTYBIGBT, POLICE 

BBBLDt DI IWIPSBIBB, TIDIIR llDIBIR l'OUllTBIR. • DRIVING • - RBGISTBRBD 

IIOTOB YIBICLB, PIVI DOLLARS PDfB PAm. pus OP DCOBD ARD PHOTO 

TAIIDf IB xnorr.aa ,.1,,r:rffl BBIRG IIAJLBD AIIID THIS DA.TB. URABLB TO 

DITBBIIID ova 1ILBS WBBU UCDT PHOTO 01' SUBJBCT 11.lY BB OBTAIHBD. 
~B.1 

.. 
'' I 
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f BI 11/UIJj s 
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FBI WASH DC 

FBI CHICAGO 

3:59 

TO (44-38861) ATTN: !DENT. DIV. 

MEMPHIS (44-1987), ATLANTA, PITTSBURGH, SAN FRANCISCO 

FROM CHICAGO (44-1114) CP) 

00: MEMPHIS. 

RE THREATS TO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Mr. Tolson . .._ __ 
Mr. DeLo~eb_ 
Mr. Mohr ___ _ 
Mr. BisJ1ov ·-
Mr. Ca::;pcr __ _ 
Mr. c~~;;r:;1an __ 

, Mr. C-:nrad ____ _ 
l Mr. F'dt -----s,"11 

Mr. G<1.l __ _ 
Mr. Ro~~~ 
Mr. S 
~~e 

lmes_ 
1ss andy_ 

PITTSBURGH SUBMITTED LHM DATED SEPT. SEVEN, SIXTYSIX 
s-- - 7 c.r,,1· r--,P .., 1 v ~-

ONCERNI NG DONALD STOUT, WM, FIVE SEVEN OR EIGHT, TWO HUNDRED TEN 

POUNDS, DARK HAIR WITH WAVE IN FRONT. 

HARRY P. STEWERT, US. SECRET SERVICE REPORTED HIS 

NEPHEW, STEWART LINDH, TWO TWO ZERO SIX, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.~ \' ·~·. CLAIMED HE AND TWO OTHERS THROUGH NEWSPAPER AD OBTAINED RIDE 

~ WITH STOUT. AT KANSAS CITY, MO., STOUT DISAPP~~RED WITH THEIR 
\:t 

tj EFFECTS. BEFORE STOUT DISAPPE~RED HE TOLD .. THEM HE WAS GO_IN~ lQ - -le-t') _ \ 

• • • c~ • EX 1 r. • DC'(\_ u / / ~_/ l -? <J 9 h O Cf((o j l 
SHOOT KI NG. ; ~'1\-i°1n J; ! EC- 73 - ~ l t . ~,MI.V 7 7.,- ~f:' !j '9 0 Et\ ~~--~:,-j ~ ,,, , , e. 

RECORDS FBI, CHICAGO, REFLECT SIMILAR MODUS OPERANDI .,. 

BY DONALD LAWRENCE STOUT, AKA LAWRENCE DONALD STOUT. FBI NO. 
t/ c, ~ 1 ) 1 c) I I 

FOUR NINE FIVE NINE THREE EIGHT ZERO, WM~ ~N ~I----~ ~-~' 
END PAGE ONE ~ ,:~, 
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PAGE TWO 

TWENTYEIGHT, DETROIT, MICHIGAN, SIMILAR DESCRIPTION, WHO HAS ~~~ . 

WORKED AS MERCHANT SEAMAN. ~.l./4 e_.t_.. ~ 0 ~ 
•••------~• k-•--- •- -•----~ 

!URE~.~ !~.::~:~}~~~~~!!q,~~~~]!~!~J1~~Pw DONALD .,L..AW,~NCE .. _ 
TOUT AND LOCATI0~--~-':_:_::.:_!~..!].2.!S!~RAPH I~-?~?E:_~_!.'HgT~ __ MAY ~--

BE OBTAINED AND SHOWN TO STEWART LINDH. F'UR~~~~c~~_:,~,_s~. /Y '#.·--
PITTSBURGH DETERMINE LOCATION HARRY P. STEWART ~ 

FOR ANY ADDITIONAL DATA HE RECEIVED AND PRESENT LOCATION HIS 

NEPHEW, STEWART LINDH. d. fJ #T _;p:;- 'I 9S 9 3 7 () 

SAN FRANCISCO LOCATE STEWART LINDH FOR ANY ADDITIONAL 

DETAILS AND SHOW HIM PHOTO DONALD LAWRENCE STOUT TO DETERMINE 

WHETHER HE IS DONALD STOUT WITH WHOM HE RODE TO KCMO. 

CHICAGO CONTINUING INVESTIGATION DESIGNED TO 

DETERMINE IDENTITY DONALD STOUT FOR ULTIMATE PURPOSE OF 

LEARNING WHETHER HE COULD BE CONSPIRATOR MURKIN. 

END 

CAB 

ALL OFFICES HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND SUTEL LEADS. 

A&D. 
\\)E.N\ 
CALLED: 

M'L ~-C),(\._,C 

By.S\J'w ·-Tiin6'9,s 
... 

FBI WASH DC 

~c-~ 
. ' 
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MAY !'I 962 EDIT1O!. 
GSA GEN. REG. HO. 27 . 

· UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memor 
,I 

G 

DATE: April 27, 1968 R 
S l]ivan 
Tave] __ 
Trotter __ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr Tele. Room -
Holmes __ 

1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop Gandy --

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad ,r, 
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale ;/,·~·; __ 
1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan "~.- ~--
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trott~ ,,,.,.,_,,,,..-r .. · 

1 - Mr. Martindale *~~~ ., C. 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King~~. 

Ray is known to have checked out of his Los Angeles hotel, ~n,,.74 
3/17/68, and checked into an Atlanta rooming house, 3/24/68. He delivered 
a package of clothing in New Orleans for Marie Martin sometime between 
these two dates at 10:30 p. m. Dale Rodriguez, who received the package 
in New Orleans, now recalls that it was raining the night the package was 
delivered. Weather Bureau records show· it rained heavily in New Orleans 
throughout the day and evening of 3/21/68 and in the early morning hours 
of 3/22/68. No other rainfall was recorded from 3/17/68 to 3/24/68. 

Major Bernard J. Poiry, Custodial Officer, Missouri State 
Penitentiary, advised he has information from the prison grapevine, no 
sour9e~ identiliable, that Ray made contact with Walter Nolan, St. Louis, 
a former inmate, and that Nolan was possibly the brains behind the 
King 1n:urder. Nolan has previously been interviewed and alleged Ray 
escaped from Missouri State Penitentiary thirty days before the .escape 
was reported. Additional inquiries are being made concerning Nolan. 

James z. Bradley, serving a life sentence at Missouri State 
Penitentiary, advised that Ray has very small veins making it.aifficult 

for him to "main line" /his am~ttrffi11e t{£'tsts -'/,j- ,J tf ti I - d (.Q ::i ~ 
Neal Edg~y, now in a Texas prison, furnished the following. 

information. He knew Ray in M].ssoUfi state Prison for five year~ prior 
to Ray's escape in April, 19-67. Aeby was chief cook and Ray worked for 
him as a slicer in the bread room. In 1962 Ray attempted to escape but 
his ladder broke~ 1966 he again attempted to escape but a rop. e broke 
and he fractured · roo:JllSW!ffl~ f~E--~-- _ _ _ ot diSC1!!3S Ray's 

f
• •• J.fyu.( l - £4 -ff ' .. '... .J ,, 

-- - - 1;1. .. --- --- ----------~--- ,v.L' F?R ,-,;.:. -~ -, , .. ~;./i_a ArJ010R L>;•, _~t MAY 3 1968 . , ii 
WLM:ve~ Tu_ 11

--.-- . - .. .J-:~_T DATED _ -~J~ 98 
(14) . 
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• 
Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

actual escape because he claimed the method used by Ray can still be 
used by other prisoners. He did say the smart thing to do would be to 
have a man waiting outside to assist the escapee but he would not state 
whether or not Ray had assistance. 

According to Aeby, Ray liked to tinker and built an air-conditioner 
for his cell out of various spare parts. He also repaired radios. Ray 
handled minor narcotics to get cash for commissary items but Aeby never 
knew Ray to use "hard" narcotics. 

l Aeby described Ray as very deadly and said he had a nervous 
breakdown in 1963 or 1964 and developed stomach trouble; consequently, 
he needed special foods and quit smoking, possibly because of his stomach. 

In a Louis Lomax story published 4/25/68, it was stated that 
Jerri, alleged by Lomax to be a mysterious blonde girl friend of Ray, 
had been at the Royal Hotel, Milwaukee, using the name Dennis and had 

. mysteriously disappeared. ... , .. ,. 
Dennis has been identified as Dyre~nnis, a narcotic addict 

who was confined to a State hospital in Californi~.~~rom 5/4/67 to 1/6/68 
when she was placed in a half-way house at Vinewood Center. When 
she failed to maintain required daily contacts, a warrant was iss~ed 
for her arrest on 3/28/ 68 but California will not extradite. \. \1 

1 c:· ..... 

Dyrell Dennis has been located at Towne Hotel, Milwaukee. 
She states she left Los Angeles about two weeks ago by Greyhound 
Bus to visit her seventeen-year-old son in Milwaukee and will remain 
in Milwaukee if she can find employment; otherwise, she will return 
to Los Angeles. Dennis denies any knowledge of the subject. She was 
registered at the Royal Hotel, Milwaukee, 4/14/68 - 4/21/68. The hotel 
management suspects she was engaged in prostitution or narcotics 
activity. 

Ray reportedly escaped from Missouri State Penitentiary, 
4/23/67, although it has been alleged that he actually escaped thirty 
days before the escape was reported. Records of the penitentiary show 
that John Ray, brother of the subject, visited Ray at the prison on 
4/22/67. His last prior visit was 11/13/66. 

- 2 - CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

t 

Everett Collier, vice president and editor, Houston "Chronicle, " 
advised that Louis Lomax and Charles Stein arrived in Houston on the 
afternoon of 4/25/68 and spent five hours searching for the telephone 
allegedly used by Ray on 12/16/67 when he was en route to New Orleans 
with Stein. They were accompanied by a "Chronicle" reporter who was 
to photograph the telephone booth if it was located. The reporter told 
Collier that stein was very vague and not sure of the area from which the 
call was made. 

If a further search on 4/26/68 was nonproductive, Lomax and 
Stein planned to fly to San Antonio, rent a car, and drive back to Houston 
on Interstate 10 looking for the telephone. 

I 
Collier also advised that the North American Newspaper Alliance 

was trying to get in touch with Lomax for a story about Stein's association 
with Ray and his trip to New Orleans with him in December, 1967. 

Delores Evans was interviewed by our Los Angeles Office and 
she stated that Martin Luther King, Jr. , was "very close and intimate 
friend." She stated she had known him since November, 1966, he was 
responsible for saving her marriage and King was a very close friend of 
her husband and other members of her family. Evans stated that she had 
no idea regarding anyone who would have wanted to kill King but if any 
such information comes to her attention, she will advise the FBlatonce. 
Delores Evans praised the FBI for the action it was taking in this matter. 

ACTION: 

Vigorous investigation is continuing. 

{fo 

- 3 -
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~v. 5-22-64) 

I 
I 
I 

FBI 

Date: L~/29/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -------------:::::---:----:--:-----:--:---------ii 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

Via ___ A_IR_T_E_L ___ _ 
(Priority) 

I 
I 

I 
------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

Re: SUSPECT GRAHAM ROBERT SMITH 

ReLegat, Mexico phone call, 4/27/68. 

SMITH was a passenger on bus departing Nuevo Laredo, 
Mexico, April 6, 1968 enroute Monterrey, Mextco. 

On 4/29/68, Mrs. ATKINSON, Secretary, Dean of 
Men, Rice University, advised GRAHAM ROBERT SMITH is an 
Abraham Scholar and a British exchange student studying 
Econ, Rice University, terminating study June., 1968. 
University records reflect SMITH at Rice University through 
4/4/68 departing Houston 4/5/68 on mountain climbing trip 
to Mexico over the Easter holiday and has returned .:_to Rice 
University. 

Re phone call described SMITH as single, 22, student, 
British passport from Houston. 

Ari,iMAY 1 l19! 
. -Special gent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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ev. 5-22~4) 

FBI 

Date: 4/29/68 
Mr. Sullivan __ 

Transmit the following in -------------:--------~---,,1-=-------411 Mr. Tavel __ 
(Type in plaintext or code) Mr. Tl'Otter __ 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL Tele. Room ___ _ 
Via __________ ---------------------~m Miss Holmes __ _ 

(Priority) 
1 

Miss Gandy __ 

------------------------ -----------------------4-------TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) --· . 

/~' KANSAS CITY (44-760) -P-

K 

Enclosed for the Bureau, Chicago, Memphis, and 
St. Louis is one copy each of FD-302 reflecting interview 
with M. J. STEWART, Treasurer, Missouri State Penitentiary, 
Inmates' Bank, regarding JAMES EARL RAY's financial trans­
actions at this institution. 

Copies 1:eing furnished Chicago and St •. Louis 
because brothers of· subject reside in t}:lose areas. 

1-rJ·~·· ·• .. ~.~ , ''r&llf!!,. e,~~J.~E 

~ Bureau (Enc.l)(RM) 
l - Chicago (Enc.l)(RM) 
l - Memphis (Enc.l)(RM) 
l - St. Louis (Enc.l)(RM) 
l - Kansas City 
RBH:nks 
( 7 ) .Ca Ca~- a\Sb·~ 

EX-115 
~ 

7 9 MAY 9~?'968 
Approved: ___________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

·1ttC- \2. 

tj t../ -(ft~.: ;:0-s 4 

~s MAY 3 1968 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 

_JL,,. 
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FBI 

Date: 4/29/68 

Transmit the following in --------------:--:----------1 
L.-j (Type in plaintext or code) v.ic AIRTEL AIR MAIL 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L _______ -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: (44-760) P 

RE: 

Enclosed herewith are three Interoffice Communications 
Department of Corrections, State of Xissouri, regarding 
investigation of the escape of JAMBS EARL RAY~ · · 

This information is being furnished to Bureau and 
office of origin for whatever value it might be in assisting 
in the investigation of this matter. 

EX-115: 

\\(C·. \'!. •. - . . 
V ~ - JJ-~b /- ~ 55 

., . 

16 APlf 30 1969. 

i 9 MAY 9-1968 
Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per------

Special Agent in Charge 
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1""" ~ 

v ' 

~ti,., .. / -. ,~·~ 
• F£0EIAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOft 
• U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

Mr. Tolson __ 
Mr. DeLoach._ 
M:r. Mohr __ 
Mr. Bishop ___ , 

FBI WASH DC 
APR2 91968 

\ .) 
S -J ,T.ELET.YPE I 

t 0 
~I BIRMGHAM 

4:45PM 4-29-68 URGENT AMB 

TO DIR~ 44•38861), ATLANTA (44-2386), MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740) CP> 2P 

/ th ,,t 
R; 00:MEMPHIS. 

Mr. Casper ___ '. 
Mr. Cailaha , 
Mr. Conrad __ 
Mr. Felt·-==--1-­
Mr. Gale .. t-11#.:1,..._ 

Mr. Roeeu~­
Mr. Sulli an_ 
Mr. Tave! ___ _ 

Mr. Trotter_ 
Tele. Room._ 
Miss Holmes_ 
Ilia Gandy____.,. 

BIRMINGHAM FILES SHOWS THAT RAY DURING HIS PERIOD OF RESIDENCE 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, FROM AUGUST TWENTYSIX, SIXTYSEVEN, THROUGH 

OCTOBER FIVE, SIXTYSEVEN, UTILIZED THE SERVICES OF A.LOCAL CLEANING 

ESTABLISHMENT ON FIVE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, THESE BEING ON A WEEKLY j2., 

BASIS. RAY HAD HIS PERSONAL EFFECTS CLEANED, WHICH CONSISTED OF 

COATS, TROUSERS, SHIRTS, TIES AND UNDERCLOTHING. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

IT IS ALSO NOTED RAY, WHILE IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, UTILIZED 

THE SERVICES OF THE HOME SERVICE LAUNDRY ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 

DURING THE MONTHS OF JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH, SIXTYEIGHT, FOR 

CLEANING OF HIS PERSONAL EFFECTS. HE ALSO UTILIZED THIS SAME TYPE 

SERVICE AT ATLANTA, GORGIA, LEA~~IlN~ DiEC~L1\ANIN~/.J~_TJ'?.riIE~Ma~s<e 

LAUNDRY ON APRIL ONE, SIXTYEIGHT~ . AND PICKING u1k':is LA~---..,,,.. ....... 

HIS MUSTM.MJiYN\Jts\9FS ON APRIL FIVE, SIXTYEIGHT, THE pAYnrE ABANDONED 
\ , 1i r 

GATION CONDUCTED TO n:JnE --SHOWS THAT RAY IS ALWAYS CLEAN 

7 9 MAY 9-1968 'Yf' 
END PAGE ONE 
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