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SL: 44-775

In 1959 GAWRON escaped from the penitentiary
at Menard and thereafter went temporarily on his own
initiative to a Veterans Administration Hospital in
Wisconsin, After a few days there, however, he left the
hospital and came to St. Louis, Missouri. Upon arrival
at St. Louis he went to the home of LUCILLE RYAN at
1913 Hickory. LUCILLE's mother, MARY MAHER, was at that
time operating a rooming house at that address and LUCILLE
was living with her mother. GAWRON was aware that LUCILLE
was residing there with her mother because he had kept in
contact with her while he was in the penitentiary. After
GAWRON car~ to St. Louis he resided with LUCILLE at 1913
Hickory. During that period of time none of LUCILLE’s
children were actually residing with her there but JIMMY,
JERRY, and CAROL were all living in St. Louis and came to
LUCILLE's home from time to time., Also, LUCILLE's son
JOHN was released from the Illinois State Penitentiary at
Menard sometime in about 1959 and he thereafter resided with
his mother, LUCILLE, on Hickory “treet,

During a period of several months in 1959 GAWRON
was closely associated with JIMMY (JAMES EARL RAY) whe 4
at various places in South St. Louis. GAWRON taught Jim.,
to be a burglar and they went together on a number of burglaries
which GAWRON estimates at 12 burglaries., All of these were
committed outside St. Louis in the northern part of Missouri,
in Iowa, and in Illinois. Among other things which GA ROK
taught JIMMY he taught him to alwavs wear gloves on any kKind
of a job and JIMMY always seemed to be most meticulous in this
regard; GAWRON would be surprised if JIMMY would now go on
any kind of a job without wearing gloves and a2t the risk of
leaving fingerprints. GAWRON is a safe man who is proficient
in peeling, punching, or blowing safes. He and JIMMY burglarized
various business establishments, such as supermarkets, appliance
stores; and furniture stores. They never took any merchandise
or other items except cash., The largest amount GAWRON recalls
them ever getting in a burglary was about $600C, which they
split equally.

During this same period of time while they were
committing burglaries GAWRON and JIMMY spent a great deal of
time together and the place in St. Louis which they most
frequented was a tavern then known as Ruby's Bar and later
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known as The Haven Bar. .t was located on Lafayette just
west of 18th Street on the north side of Lafayette. One

of the places where JIMMY had a room during this period

was on Lafayette near Mississippi and he also had a room
for a time on Park Avenue near Mississippi. During this
period GAWRON learned that JIMMY generally drank Laurel
Springs Bou -'bon whiskey which he usually mixed with sweet
soda and he did not drink beer or smoke. He could drink
large quantities of bourbon without noticeable affect.
JIMMY was neverknown to GAWRON to pull any job alone. GAWRON
recalls that JIMMY did not appear to have any particular
girlfriend and in fact JIMMY seemed to be extremely bashful
when he first met any girl. He had a tendency to lisp or
stutter in his speech and this characteristic was most
noticeable when he was meeting a girl for the first time.
When JIMMY wanted a girl GAWRON usually found some girl

for him and introduced them and on such occasions JIMMY's
relationship with the girl was usually only brief and
temporary and was at some second or third rate hotel room,

During the period GAWRON and JIMMY were pulling
burglaries after each JIMMY would usually leave town
presumably to spend the money. GAWRON believes that he
occasionally went to the vicinity of Springfield or Peoria,
Illinois, and believes that on one occasion he went to
Terre Haute, Indiana. He said that while JIMMY dresses
extremely well when he has money and buys expensive clothes
and likes good food and steaks he always chooses a second or
third rate hotel or cheap rooming house in which to live,

He always keeps his money with him and never uses a bank,

During the later part of their association GAWRON
became aware that JIMMY was pulling some armed robberies.
He never knew JIMMY to commit any robberies alone hut always
had a partner. On the day before the Kroger Store robhery,
for which JIMMY and JAMES O¥ 3 were arrested which resulted
in subject being sentenced to the Missouri State Penitentiary
from which he escaped in April 1967, subject had approached
GAWRON regarding an armed robbery in the East St. Louis, l1llinois,
area. GAWRON, OWENS, and subject cased this place and CAWRON
declined to participate because of the danger involved,
Subject indicated to GAWRON that he was going to pull the job
anyway. On the following day GAWRON said that he went to see
subject to see how he had made out on the robbery and noticed

S

COVER PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SL: 44775

OWENS’ car in front of the rooming house on Park Avenue

where subject was living, together with a number of 3¢, Louis
Police Department officers. GCAWRON inguired of the officers
as to what was going on and was told that the =subjece ftiad
been arrested for the robbery of a Kroger Store. GAWRON

said that he was greatly concern  because be feared the
police would process OWENS' car o.d find GAWRON's prints as
he had been in that car the day before on the contepplates
Fast St. Louis robbery.

After the arrest of subject in 1939 folowing the
Kroger Store robbery GAWRON visited the subiect a couple of
times in the St, Louis City Jail while subyect was awairting
rrial and transfer to the WMissouri State Penitentiary., This
was the lasti time GAWRON has ever seen the subject.

At a later time, possibly in the latter part of
1960, GAWRON moved out of the rooming house atl 1913 Wickory

where he had been living in a relationship of man and wifo
with LUCILLE RYAN. Wis moving veswlted frop vhe fact fhat be
was not getting along well with LUCYLLE s mother, who operated
the rooming house. GAWRON moved to another rooming house
operated by Grandma Pinky, at about 1109 Mixsissippi Avenue,
LUCTLLE thereafter spent most of her ftimo wilh him at ihe latier
address until she became 111 and GAWRON arvarged for ner 1o

be admitted to the St. Louis City Hospitaib. LUCTLLE RYAN

died in the St. Louis City Hospital in Janovarey 1761,  SAWRON
has understood that LUCILLE’s mother, WaEY ¥OUER, contlowedd

to reside in the St. Louis area for a time anuil sie also

died a year or two later,

In 1961 GAWRON had bec me acguainted with ALBERT
PEPPER, who later married subjeci’s sister CAROL, GAWRON
and PEPPER, together with JOHN RAY, were srrested ol Louisiana,
Missouri, in 1961 for suspicion of burglary. They were then
taken to Troy, Missouri, and GAWRON believes tiat PEFPER =
JOHN RAY thereafter received sentences of 10 days in jaitl ad
Bowling Green, Missouri, in Pike County. GAWRON, however, because
he was on parole, was not prosecuted obut his parole was revoked
and he was returned to the ¥llinois State Penitentiary at Menard.
Tt is GAWRON's recollection that although ALBERT FPEPPER laver
married subject’s sister CAROL the subjeclt was not acquainted
with ALBERT PEPPER at any time before the subject was arrestod
and sentenced to the penitentiary in 1959,
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GAWRON was again released from the Illinois State
Penitentiary at Menard on parole on April 12, 1963, and he
then returned to St. Louis where he has subsequently reeid-
continuously and where he has had frequent centact and closo
association with ALBERT and CAROL PEPPEK and with JO N R2Y,
GAWRON first resided at 1809 Scuth 1litn Street for about one
and one half years and thereafter moved to 1807 South 1lth
Street, his current address. During the past severai years
GAWRON has also been on friendly terms with JERRY YEGG"™ RAY,
subject’s brother, and is aware that JERRY has been emploved
at a country club in the vicinity of Chicage. JERRY EAY,
particularly on occasions of annual vacations, has occasionally
vigited St. Louis and stops by t¢ pay GAWRON fregueant visits
when he is in St. Louis, All of subject'’s family refoir to
GAWRCON as "UNCLE JACK" although he actually has no family
relationship with them. Although he resided as man and wife with
LUCILLE RYAN she never haad any children by him.

At the time of GAWRON's release from penitentiary
in 1963 CAROL was already married to ALBERT FEFPPRR and they
in the 700 block of Shenandocah Avenue on the
scuun €ide vl the street, They continued to resicu there
until a few months ago when they moved to their present res:donce
in Maplewood, Misscuri, where they are buying a housze, CARUL

and ALBERT PEPPER have two young scns. the oldest of wnicn is
and the youngest of which as _ The latter son,

according to GAWRON, was named for the subject, TAMES EARL
RAY .

A few months ago GAWRON liearned from CAROL PEPRTER
that she wag going to acquire and operate a tavern on Arsenid
Street in St. Louis, CAROL told CGAWRON she was= goeing 1o give
the address 1805 South 1lth Street (the same buildiang . rer:
GAWRON resides) as her address since she mus<t give an aqdreoss
in the City of St. Louis in connection with her application
for a liquor license. She told GAWRCN that i{ investi ~i.rs
inquired of him he should tell the investigators that she had
lived there for a few years. Inaccordance with CAROL's
instructions, GAWRON did, therefore, tell investigators when
they came to see him that CAROL and ALBFKRT PFEPPER had liv-d
for five years at 1805 South 1litin Strect. GAWRON is aware
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that JOHN RAY is active in the operation of the tavern, which
is known as the Grapevine Tavern, but it is GAWRON'’s impression
and understanding that this tavern is actually CAROL's,
although she is apparently at the tavern only infrequently,
GAWRON himself has occasionally visited the tavern and on

one or two occasions has seen CAROL fiere in the evening.

On c¢~“er occasions he has seen JOHN RAY at the tavern and

JOHN appears to be managing and operating it.

GAWRON denied that he has had any contact with
subject or any correspondence with him since he visited subject
in the St. Louis City Jail in 1959, On two or th'ee occasions
GAWRON did go to the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson
City and attempted to visit subject but was not admitted to
the penitentiary. On one of those occasions he went with
JERRY RAY, who did visit the subject. On another occasion
he went with ALBERT PEPPER, who did not try to visit the
subject in the penitentiary but merely drove GAWRON to
Jefferson City and the latter was denied admittance to the
penitentiary to visit the subirct. GAWRON believes that he
may also have gone to the pent¢rtiary on one occasion with
JOHN RAY, who visited the subject; but, on this occasiocn
as well as the other two occasions, GAWRON himself was not
admitted to the penitentiary. GAWRON states he presumes that
since he was not on subject's visitors list there would be
no record at Jefferson City of his attempts to visit subject.

GAWRON stated that after subject’'s escape from the
Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967 he was surprised
that subject had not contacted him as he thought he and the
subject had been very friendly and close and it hurt him that
subject did not get in touch with him. GAWRON se:d that after
the escape he inquired on one occasion of JOHN RAY and CAROL
PEPPER as to the subject and JOHEN RAY told him that subject
was not in Missouri and that the subject would not come to
Missouri because he might be caught because he was too well
known. GAWRON stated that as far as he knows subject has
not been in St. Louis since his escape from the Missouri
State Penitentiary. When asked where he thought the subject
might be he said he believed the subject might be in Europe
and that his kt 7. for this thought was that he recalled
that prior to going to the penitentiary the subject had once
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remarked that he would like to go to Spain. GAWRON pointed
out that on that date (May 1, 1968) there was press
speculation that subject might be in Australia. He said he
felt subject would not go there as it would be a trap; but,
subject had served overseas in the Army, liked Spain, and
if necessary from Spain would have escape outlets in Italy
and France,

GAWRON knows of nothing in subject's background
which would suggest a motive for his wanting to kill a
Negro leader such as MARTIN LUTHER KING and he was never
aware that subject had any particular difficulties with
Negroes or dislike for Negroes a® he had associated with
a great many of them during his ; rison career, GAWRON said
that the only possibility which he had been able to think
of was that someone might have offered subject a large
amount of money for killing KING but he had no perzon or
groups of people in mind who might conceivably have dene zo,

Other than the comment by JOBEN RAY, previously
referred to, to the effect that subject wasg not in Missouri,
GAWRON has received no definite indications from anyone
in subject’s family that the family have been in contact with
the subject. He said that CAROL PEPPER seems to be the member
of the subject's family who keeps in contact with ilem and
keeps them together.

GAWRON stated that he has never visited CAROL
since she moved to Maplewood but that about everv two weeks,
usually on a weekend, she and her husband drop by and visit
him for a brief period. They seem to be concerned for his
. . . .are and check to make sure he needs nothing. He stated
that he feels perfectly free to ask CAROL for money and would
not hesitate to ask her for $50 but at the same time would =2el
cbligated to repay it im the mear future,

He stated that he sees JOHN occasionally when
GAWRON visits the Grapevine Tavern and also has a close
relationship with JOHN., He stated he would not feel obligated

to repav a loan to JOHN. He reogavds the nrother TERRY . whom
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he calls EGG, as ''goofy"., He said that after his release
from Menard he was aware that LUCILLE's husband, JERRY
RAYNES, was in the St. Louis area and now has a farm
somewhere north of St. Louis in Missouri.
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and a girl who was with JAY were all in the car and JCHN,
after taking GAWRON home was going to drive HAYNES and

his, HAYNES, wife home also. GAWRON understands that
HAYNES and his wife, RUBY, live somewhere on the north

side of St. Louis possibly around 18th Street and 2t. ftouis
Avenue,

GAWRON said he did not ascertain any reason why
JERRY RAY had come to St. Louis from Chicago but that he
felt it must be '"'something special™ particularly since
JERRY RAY had not looked up GAWRON or come by to see him.
CGAWRCN indicated he felt hurt because JERRY RAY had not
looked him up and he could not understand this unusual
procedure and therefore, felt that JERRY RAY's presence in
5t. Louis was '"'something special’”. He could not suggest
any specific reason however, as to why JERRY RAY had come
to St. Louis,

At the time of making contact with GAWRON at nis
residence on this occasim of May 2, 1968, interviewing
agents observed that outside his residence, in addition to
his own mailbox, there is a mailbox of JOHN RAY. Inquiry
was made of GAWRON in this regard. He explained that JOHN
RAY has been receiving mail at GAWRCON's regsidence for approx-
imately one year although RAY has not been residing there.
GAYVRON understcod that this was because JOHN RAY has been
moving around a great deal occupying rooms at various
addresses, none of which were known to GAWRON. GAWRCN does
not know where JOHN RAY has a room at the present time but
ha¢ agn impression it is somewhere near the Grape Vine Tavern,
Pricr to about a year ago when JOHN RAY started receiving
mail at GAWRON's residence, JOHN was running a rooming
house at an address on California Avenue and GAWRON assumes
that JOHN RAY during that time receiving his mail at his
own residence. GAWRON has observed that the mail he has
received for JOHN RAY has only been mail of a business na-
ture and none of it has gparently been mail of a personal
nature, GAWRON feels sure from his obseavaition of mail re-
ceived there for JOHN RAY, that none of it could possibly
have been from the subject. At the time of this contact
with GAWRON on May 2, 1968, he exhibited a piece of mail re-
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cently received there for JOHN RAY consisting of a bank
nent from the Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company.

GAWRON denied that he had =" this time to0ld anyoune,
including JOHN RAY, that he, GAWRON, had been contacted bv
the ¥Federal Bureau of Investigation in this investigation.

Ho astated, however, that on the night of May 1, 19488, while
at the Grape Vine Tavern he did nave one verv brief oper+un—
ivy to exnchange a private word with JOHN RAY at which tiue
JCHN told him that the Federal Bureau of Investigation hacd
contacted JOHN and arranged to see JOHW on the following day,
Yay 2, 1858.

Information was received from Xansas City by
to the effect that while at the Missouri State Peni-
the sabject had sent a emall sum of money to the
ationery Company, 712 Shenandoah Avenue .,  GAWROW
cioned as to whether ALBERT TA5 '
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0 RAY at the prison. The guard once

JWCN that each trip wags worzth 2 "C nous

s previous

is conversati

nced tonat wub v had no

t r the subject ’¢ ancape.

e nad brought the matiter of the 3
up with JOYN and CALCI. on only ons

sion and d remarized to the efiect thqt he was not

Micsouri. , however, during the same interview on

May 2, 1933, GAVRQON said that he now remenpered additi

conversations he had with JOHN RAY and CARCL PEPPER in

regara. GAWRON thereupon furnished the following iniorma

tion:
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On June 2, 1957, GAWRCON was arrested
f the Zt¢. louis hOllbe Department on a burgla
owing his arrest he remained in the S5t. ILc
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intil about June 23 or 24, 1967, when he was x
3 200 bond which was c1gneﬂ for by Father ZIMME
livector of Dismas House {(a halfway hcuse ior

in St. Louig). 4t a latexr date in October, 1t

was sentenced to a term of six nOﬂthq on probation
burgiaxry charge in the Court of Judge BUDET in O1.
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After GAWRON's release from the 5t. Loui
Jail under bond on June 23 or 24, 1867, he was at i
dence of ALBERT and CARCL PEPPER on Shenandoah Avenue
?'H it was at that time in a conversation with JCHN

AROL P”PPl? that JCHN RAY made the comments previousl

reierred to to the eifect that the subject was not i
and would not come to Missouri because he was well known
Hissouri and might be caught.

Cn another occasion, a iew days or pO‘“lbly o
weelr or so later, GAWRCN was again talking with JOHN RAY
and CAROL PEPPER at the PEPPER residence an<d he again in-

suired of them about the subject. At that time JOEN RAY told

GAWRCN that the subject was in Cmaha and that he was doing

i
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well and making good money. GAWRON believes he recalls
that JOHN RAY also made some mention of the ract thavw
subject was working as some sort of a salesman but GAWVRGH
“aid he is uncertain in his recolleciion regaraing that
zpecific mention.

On a third occasion which was at least a few dayo

possibly a week or so later, GAWRON again had a convexr-
on with JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPP R at the FEPPER residence,
"*CM recalls that on this occasicn ALBERT PIPPER wazo also
esent at the residence but was in the kitchen eating ni
pper and was not in the same room where JOHN, TARCL anc
GAVIRACN were talking. ©n this occasion GAWRON again asked
about the subject at which time JOHN RAY tola him that the

subject was now in Los Angeles. According to GAVEOW there
wag no additional information whatever furnished him by
either JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER on this occasion te explaii
the =zubject's presence in Los Angeles or what he was 601ng
there,
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GAWRCON disclaimed any knowledge on nis
JCHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER would have come into po
vhe information which was furnlshea GAWRGHN on the agsions
cescribed above He said he did not know whether they hau
be~ in direct communlcatlon with the supject and did not
110w whether the subject might have communicated with {theam
or anyone else by mail, telephone or otherwise.

Inquiry was made of GAWRON ag to why he had not
earlier furnished the information indicating the subject's

"
3

presence in Omana and Los Angeles. He said that in view of
his age his memory is not always too good and things cone
haciz o him slowly sometimes after he has thought about then.
He gaid that this information hzs just now come back to his
menory and he denied that he had rememiered this information
carlier but had withheld it.

GAWRCN stated that he would endeavor to make con-
tact with JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER during the following days
and during the weekend of May 4, 1968, and he suggested that
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the interviewing agents should recontaci him on Monday,
May 6, 1988, for any additional information he mnight be able
{0 cbtain from JOHN RAY and CARCL PEPPER,
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Mrs., ORVILLE ROBBINS' Knowledge of RAY at
Ewing, Missouri . . . . e . . .

International Shoe Company. . . . .

Army Service Record . . . . . . ¢« ¢ « .+
Overseas Assignments (Army Service Record).
Veterans Administration Checks,

American Television School. . .

Post Office Money Order Arrest.

Postal Inspector's Records. . .

ROY WILLIS Auto Purchase. . . . . .

CHARLES &UNN, A11b1 Tavern, Hannibal,
Missouri. . . . e s o o o o s & o

Park Hotel, Montgomery County, Missouri

Downs Men's Shop, St. Louis, Missouri .

U. S, Probation Office Records. . . . .

Commercial Bakeries Checks, . .
Bakers Umion Check. . . . . . .
Glen Echo Country Club., . . . .
Kroger Baker) CGmpany Employment
Gaslight Bar, . . . . . . . . .

Kroger Grocery Holdup .
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Detective EDWARD SCHAFF (4/20/68) .

Detective EDWARD SCHAFF (4/20/68) .

Detective EDWARD SCHAFF (4/23/68) .

Officer RONALD BOCKENKAMP (4/23/68) .

JAMES D, DAILEY - Interview (4/19/68)

JAMES D, DAILEY - Interview (4/21/68)
Observation of Former Residence and Business.
Neighborhood Investigation, St. Louis . . . .
HAZEL TERRELL - Sister, Interview . . . . .
SHELBY TERRELL - Brother-in-law, Interview.

LILLIAN JOHNSON - Sister, Interview . . . .

Attempts to Locate Property Owned by DAILEY
at Portageville and Wardell, Missouri . .

BOBBY JAMES . ., . . . . c o e .
W, O, JAMES , . . , .

JAMES A, SELLERS, , .

HOMER TOWNSLEY., . ., . .

GRACE WISE - Attempt to

GRACE WISE - Interview,

JACK ALLISON. . . . .

VIRGIL DENTON . .
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