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PRISON ASSOCIATES OF 
JAMES EARL RAY 

The following investigation was <onducted by IC JOHN 
D • DYER, JR • : 

On April 30, 1968, a review of the records at the 
~etropolitan St. Louis Police Departme~t, St. L<Oluis, Missouri, 
disclosed RAY EUGEN~_..WARREN, St. u»uis Police Dep:ai.rtmellllt #70871, 
was arrested on August 5, 1954, for robbery and was sente~ced 
on November 9, 1954 to serve 20 years in the Missouri State 
Penitentiary and was subsequently sentenced on February 10, 
1955, to serve an additional 10 years in th~ Missouri State 
Peni tenti:a.ry. ,.,., 

The records of the Metropolitan St. Louis Police 
Department contained the following descriptive and background 
data concerning WARREN: 

Sex 
Raiee 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 

Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Build 
Complexion 
Tattoos 

Male 
White 

Palmer, Missouri 
Five feet, seven and one 

half i1ruches 
152 
Brown 
Blue 
Medium 
Ruddy 
LOVE on fingers of right 

hand; RAY on fi~gers 
of left hand; chain 
around right wrist; 
flowers on top of left 
hand; numerous undescribed 
tattoos on both arms 
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FBI No. 
Marital status 
Occupation 
Address 

Relatives 

• 

21954B 
Single 
Laborer 
(August, 1954) Rural 

Route #3, Box 424, 
Florissant, Missouri 

Parents: SCOTT and 
THELMA WARREN, Florissant, 
Missouri; 

Sisters: (addresses not 
shown) IMOGENE TALLENT; 
BETTY WARREN; BARBARA 
WARREN; GERALDINE WARREN; 
SHARON WARREN; 

Brothers: (addresses not 
shown) SCOTT WARREN; 
HAROLD WARREN; PAUL 
WARREN; KENNY WARREN; 
FREDDIE WARREN; DELBERT 
WARREN; CHRIST WARREN 

On April 30, 1968, Mrs. CHARLOtTE HEINTZ, Supervisor 
of Files, Commercial Credit Rating Company, St. Louis, Missouri, 
made available the file concerning one RAYE. WARREN, no age 
shown, known to that agency from September, 1964 to December, 
1967, last known to reside at 2923 (2423) Barrett, St. Louis, 
Missouri, and last known to be employed as an Assembler with 
the National Vendors, St. Louis, Missouri, in July, 1966. This 
file indicated WARREN maintained a favorable credit rating 
and failed to disclose any derogatory information. 
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AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

RE: RAY ASSOCIATES 
J. D. DAILEY 

• 

On April 19, 1968, Officer RONALD BOCKENKAMP, 
Intell~gence (~it, St. Louis Polica Department, advised 
SA ROBERT L. BENDER that he had been acquainted with JAMES 
EARL RAY when RAY had been in St. Louis prior to his conviction 
for the armed robbery of a Krog0r store in 1959. He stated 
turther that one J. D. DAILEY, St. Louis Police DepartF.1eint 
number 68254, was also acquainted with RAY and in his estima­
tlon was the type of person who would offer RAY a place to 
st~y, money, or whatever he might need to avoid apprehension. 
He described DAILEY as a gambler who formerly operated the 
Halfway Cafe on Jefferson Avenue in St. Louis, Missouri, and 
who during the middle of March 1968 moved to Portageville, 
Missouri, where he currently operates a bus stop rest~ -1rant 
under the name of LJFONTE. This restaurant is located on 
Highway 61 ju~t outside of Portageville. 

/) J--
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RAY Associate: J. D. DAILEY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

On April 20, 1968, Sergeant EDWARD SCHAFF, Intelligence 
Unit, St. Louis, Missouri, Police Department, advised SA EDMUND 
C. WELTON that at approximately 1 AM on that date he had received 
a telephone call at his residence from an attorney friend in 
St. Louis, whose name he would not disclose under any circumstances 
and who had told him that, in his opinion, JAMES EARL RAY might be 
hid out by an ex-convict named J. D. DAILEY on a farm owned by 
DAILEY near either Portageville or Wardell, Missouri. 

SCHAFF stated the attorney indicated that JAMES EARL 
RAY in September, 1967, had been hid out by J. D. DAILEY at 
the Hathaway House, 1549 South Jefferson, St. Louis, which was 
formerly owned by DAILEY. The attorney had indicated he had 
been contacted in September, 1967, t,y DAILEY, and offered 
$1,500 if he could square the escape of RAY from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary. He had declined to do so, and had indicated 
he wanted nothing to do with the matter. The attorney had 
emphasized that his identity should not be brought into this 
case in any manner. Sergeant SCHAFF stated the attorney felt 
if DAILEY had anything to do with the subject he might hide 
him on his farm near Portageville or Wardell, Missouri. 
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RAY Associate: Je D. DAILEY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Sergeant EDWARD SCHAFF, Intelligence Unit, St. Louis, 
Missouri, Police Department, was telephonically contacted by 
SA ROBERT L. BENDER, on April 20, 1968 0 

Sergeant SCHAFF advised he had been in contact with 
an informant, identified only as an elderly attorney 
acquaintance known to Sergeant SCHAFF for over twenty-two years. 
He stated this attorney had indicated that JAMES EARL RAY was 
well acquainted with J. D. DAILEY, who is now residing in the 
area of Portagevi.lle, Missouri. Sergeant SCHAFF stated that 
he could not, and would not, under any circumstances reveal 
the identity of the attorney with whom he was in contact. 

He stated that attorney indicated there was a good 
possibility that if RAY were in the State of Missouri, he 
could be hiding out on DAILEYws farm, which he felt was located 
in the vicinity of New Madrid or Kennett, Missouri. 

Sergeant SCHAFF stated the attorney had called him 
at .approximately 11 PM on the night of April 19, 1968) and 
had indjcated that, although he did not know positively, he 
thoughtRtv could be hiding out on DAILEY 9 s farm. SCHAFF 
emphasized that this was only a "connection" between RAY and 
DAILEY, and that his source, the attorney, did not know 
positively that RAY was on the DAILEY farm. He stated the 
attorney is well acquainted with DAILEY but has not talked 
to him in over a year and does not know RAY very well. The 
attorney is definitely not in touch with subject RAY. 

Sergeant SCHAFF stated he had given theFBI every 
bit of information he has learned from his lawyer source, 
and that he would exclusively provide this office with any 
additin~~l information coming to his attention which might 
possibi.; be developed pr ··aining to this case. He stated he 
had provided the Chief ot the St. Louis Police Department with 
the same information but no other individual. He has not told 
anyone the identity of his attorney informant and would decline 
to divulge such identity to the Chief of the Department. 
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AT ST. LOUIS 9 MISSOURI 

Re~ ALLEGED AS:SOCIATJION OF JAME:S Do DAILEY 
AND JAMES EARL RAY 

On April 23j 1968 9 Detective Sel'gealllt EDWARD SCHAAF~ 
Intelligence Unit 1 St. Louis Police Department 9 was interviewed 
by SA SPURGEON Jo PETERSON and SA ROBERT Lo BENDER. 

D1etect1.vre SCHltA14 :advised that lr1e: co'.l.dd provides no 
additional inf orma t :t.olt11. wlhdcltt woml,d( p].acie JA),1ES EARL R.I\ Y and 
JAMES DAILEY togetlb.er. He :said lhle )mad l!'.l\O OJther i!llform:at ion 
which inight be l!Taore specd .. ficc wit,r! regard "lo a~r.Iy fanfll r,:r op~:r ty 
tba.1: DAILEY :might :have in thE1 :Portageville area. He said 
that his source of information had indicated to him that 
there were two persons who might have additional information 
regarding DAILEY and any farm :pro1,.ierty th:a t DA JIJLEY ow)l1)ed 9 and 
these people w-0re tlhve ir,1:aurn wh.o Jr'lllll!Jl:S: thie: :sth,eie ,_. id.r shop 
located nextdoor to tt~ Hal~way Cat~ on [te~don and also 
V!RGH, DENTON who C/f»ie:r:at.t<tJS Dt2nt0iiruu:s :\3ar' 9 which i:s aJL:SlQ) in 
that blocko Det,ectiv,e SC1PJAAF :sai.id th,Ji,t :a:n.y type: of i\rnfo1"m'la= 
t :ion wlhid11 c:a1rne to his at t,,":nt i0n w<ou:Jld! i:mirr,edi:a U; 1y pr ovJdled 
to tr::e: St. Lm.lis .FBl£ Offi::f3 o ti~N:J:ry ~ffort wiJLJI. brJ ma,Jc~ ro 
help in the investigatio~ of RAY. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 

Re: .ALLEGED ASSOCLl'T:L(,_1\ OF JAMES D. DAILEY 
Ai.fD JAMES EAR~ :.-~1~·::.· 

Polio:: OJficer RON BOCKEN.KAMP, Intelligence Unit, 
;-;t. Louis Police :0epartiEent, a,~;_vis,0d SA RGbERt' L. BEN:0Eil and 
0A SPUltGEON J. fETEltSOl•; on April 23, 1968, that at the thr,e o.: 
JgJ,;~~S EARL RAY's escape fro:.n the State Penitentiary at Jefferson 
~ity, tlissouri, he was assigned to the Third District, St. Louis 
~~-0:1.::.ce Department (SLPD). This J.istrict covered the area 
6~r1cunding J6f!erscn and Park Streets in St. Louis, the area 
v,•c.:.cc, :=Lf\Y. was :c.0-wT: t,o frequent. 

On lcs...cning oI r~AY' s escape, BOCK.C:~H"Jl.MP statE;(i he 
,~_c;:itact2d a source of information that he tr.oug11t might have 
:.~en~: informatio!1 atJout B.AY. Thi::; source to::0.d hi:1:1 that :'RAY 
r1ad. r.·een in town fer approximately a we-skn and JAMES DAVE) 
_;;,. n_E'i haJ beer; rutting him i.;;__p and h:id nid him out in tt.e oase­

-~l1~_'; :-;i. t v f the 1{ a. l f \1/~1 J" C'J.. f e l uc at t-:; ... i -.0r1 ~: t:: i .f e 1~ so .r~ . 

• •• ,- · - - -~ - ·· ·;1 + o .r:. + 1--. -· -, ·• -. •1-- - ,.,_,, .. -, ·i· ~ - ·-•,., ( ,- c•c-.,..E-•"'·- ,; , '" ' J.-:.~-.. ~ ~·•i::_';::_it~-~ --l. LA.;...L:":'.::- l.i:.:..a..C).i..111(.t .. , U1.1, i ... 'C' D _, l\.. l\.l\...i.--...iL~r') 

_;;>ilf·way (atE::, wi-,ere L8 t,-ci.dc c. s0arcn for :itAY but i::i::,-:"; 

him. Do:ecti~e ~UCKEYKht2 feels that unquesti0~aLiy 
~~, 11~-;' i ri 1' ,)Y·.:rna ti c:,,_-i t·x,o;tt 11 is co11 ·r i 1 .. is r1 t if~ 1 s OL1rc0 ·\ivas a cc ur·a t 1r~· • 

...,\, ~; it1 r 
Ii•'~,it 

i;:_ L1sc;:. +, 'i8 ~C~O(~K_.'.:;~?~i(Hl\~I~· fur·tt1c.r~ s·~:2.: .. e.b': tt.at ::(1is sc;ur~ce rJt ir1f::.J~~-~ 
::·1:a•ci.c,, ~·~D.-9Vi LuT.I: rJ!1?vI£8 l)AIL.E1· :SL_;.] ·;·-1._~1.-.i'- a.r1,d told l~irn ti1a~ l"':.e 
{ t f-:.i; source) KY,(:;,/ from person.a I kw)'.'/ledge -iha t tlAY had \ieen 

_~ 1 ·-- ,., -".~) ~-... l :J_; I;...:.2-i Q 

8{~,1f~·?~F;1\~J-~/ll\·li) .stat e:d t b.a :. t .t1 :Ls sciu_r· ce <Ji. t n. f t'):.r1:·.a -z. i or~1 -,v .J. ~~. 

,,,,:; :::,?~:'c: ps.rsc,n who provirlr➔ f'I :,~,-- _._, the inforrnati.on whi.c.r~ ls'J 
:., ,_,, -::.U:, ap_pr-eh2nsi0n < fTIIOMAS EFI:(]IFM C ~.ZWS, who Utd. 2;.lso b1:.,,~r" 
'; ·. --~: 1·~ ;~ (~ . .:.l C: ,d !):,r DJ'A I t .. :G -~{ 2.l t J_., .-.J..\,.; j_.;_ll,_ ..... _._ ., - ._I ......... J C· • C1\T-i;~v·s 2. ~; 3. Ve 2:~y -:.:.: 1 c-s ::j 
_:/~l: :::c:1::.11 tri,2md 0f ur1.LLEY an(~ had made his escr.pr: iro.n t!•,-u 
_r;:c::~i-~ h:n1; ia2.'y at Jefferson City after RAY had tiiacie his escapi.:. 
,.,:,:;},.::Y 'c:,.1Lsequer;,tly adiaitted to him (f.,OC,U~NKAMY) t.u1.t h,? i2a(i 
rj_·~--~~ L-~<~r'/E-) e,r.1t, !1Etd given hirn n1oney, fed l1i:r1 anJ d8D.ieci (~,,.~~vv;.) 1 

r:.::-i_--1cs-c, t.l1a.t he 0b1:ain him a gun. bOCICC:J{iCAb:P s~id that }·.h; 
CGlli' ici.ent ial source, whose iJent i ty hE: declined to ir,akB kn0,.r~, 
Ii':.,~~ a co,;ipletely irresponsib::;.e local citizen who just happ,:::r,e.:i 
,~o know i'.~ome of the persons in the [irea of Jef .ie:rson, r-:ark 2:d 
L~(ay&t~e Streets. BOCKENI~MP said that he would bG willing 
-;~c, ccn.front DAILEY with Uw above infornmtion if it would be 
01 2ssj3tancc to the FBI in their investigation in instant 
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n~c~er. He also advised that he would be glad to recontact 
tld3 source in an effort to detex·mine the identity cf any per­
sons who might have personal knowledge of any association 
~;c:::tv"ean JAMES EARL RAY and J·M,1:ES DAVID DAILEY. BOCKENKA1IP 
ssid that both CREW3 and DAILEY were boyhood friends, both 
c,:;,,, Ing- fro:m tJ-1 .:· N.- ·~-'ell M" r~GOtLC i area, and it was ve1y 

pr ·:.;haLl,s tha TI!OirV,S BEECE~~,~,l :.i:rnWS and JAtIES EAHL RAY Sc!·ved 
t i.rL(:; t og·ether· ~,~ L, ~ .... •~-- .l°:.L.L.;_;0v'Llri State Penitent iaI0 y, and }"tAY n:.a.y 
~~ve learned of DAILEY in St. Louis through CREWS, and in 
'vLis \,\·:C•.y c.arne to DAILEY for assistance :afte:r his esca;:e. 

BOCKE~UMP also stated that perhaps sane inv0s~iga­
ti0n at the icnitentiary at Jefferson City could throw scme 
light on who nay have assisted RAY in his escape and also 
Cater~ine the driver of the truck that RAY hid in whe~ he 
D~de his escape. He stated that he thought possibly 2 St. 
Loui~ ~olice charactnr, RICH 0 ~NO, was the driver of that 
truck and RENO is probably outrf the penitentiary and back 
~n ~L. Louis at this timo. 

EOCK£N:K,.:.\J','.IP said that DAILEY had opE:nly admit red to 
~\in an'.i to Detective JOl:tN SIEBANl'cAN of the Intelligence 'Unit 
t!~-~ l9 had on various occasions taken whisky, cigarettes and 
money to the area of the honor farm at the Missouri State 
Pe:.~tentiary and would throw these off on the side of the 
ro~d so that ~he convicts could pick them up and take them 
bu.cl. :;.r:t:o t 1,e penitentiary. DAI!.,:F~Y corresponds with CREWS 
ir, t !i:e penitentiary and v :i.s :i~3ted him o,--:\ nurn8rous occasions. 

0£:ficer EC:1:::1:zrHCi\L_~., e1.:pt1.asized that he has not a.no 
,~oc~; ,-..c<; say frcm any knowledr;e that he has that JAMES EAfl'.L 
1,./.l ,HLi JA~;ES DAVID :h~:t:LEY were iri011ds or even close .or 
that they kn~w each ether prior to kAY's escape, but ho ious 
'.::,~y T,Lr::.i some ::..nformal:;ion received by him, which he: fesls is 
reliable, indicates DAILEY did put RAY up when he escaped, 
.,::.n'l v.hc-c::: he (DAILEY) denies that he; knows RAY he is a ;,liar". 
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On 

by 

1 

,L\:':c :~ D.,rf..r1IL,:Y, Ye:c;id:iL[:, 3J ·':'.:02 .;'e:::;:: S;th ~:.tre,::.:,t 
Y·c11'·;::::~~-vj_l_l~~, \!t~..;8f)t11·i, ·.~:;xs ii1 1.·.er'v"Jr~:·,;/8d a·'.· 1!i~: plc .. ce c,J 
"f:i !J r; i l} f.'.:: •:.·; S 

1 
I . 3 :? f! r;. t r~; (: D =~' (? , } '() Y. t ~~ g 8 \7 "'i. l_ l (? , 1,. ~- i G S l) ; ·, I1 i . 

. . . 
\') a:":-] c-: .. :_,~ \r :;. ~-:_. (: c: 

f)f\\L-T~·~.: s~.-8-~>~--c~ tl1r.t 1~:11 :.1r1tJ.J ~:.-ot)Ut ti1Yce ·,_r_) "CJ1.a:r 
\"/t~(;_~:.:. ::lftO 11\:; t:r~:-c1 c}·?-1:1er7: 0.l1.c! {}pr-:;1:;<..torl ~t r·estaur2.·nt-•C'Jf;-~ 1 nr) .... :,1·: 

2,:-:; th-r:.~ i-iaJ_-; \V~1~1 ~-•:.ou~1c~ :~- ~;-)ti9 S<)t-1·tr1 (leift?1·:-::c)r1 :Jt.rE~t:t, •.JL. ,.1, 

L;L;so:t:i.: t, and wa::1 re,,.i,ling ?-.t 270B St. 'Vincent, 3.l:cso ;_;i,. 
r •~ Ji.~-; 1 :1 if,~, our i . 

·; ..,_ ~ ' ~- ' 
:.' • .i., 

>.:1-t(~.f_, Iii~\ (.JI' EJ1IC Ej-r·f~:~ , f..~!1I.C or ~~11)' of tl1e otr .. er ri::n~e,c? a~-, 
:i':-1rnj_shed to him L? ; he ::J1terviewi.ng agents. 

L.AJLEY ~;i_:z.i.ed i •. 1:..::-.t withln the paf:t '.::.svcral dn·;, 
he has looLed at 2. pict1n:·e of Ci.'\LT which was :;ri the ~.~en,1'i1i~,, 
·rennessee, newspaper:=: snd he did not recognize i·i: a<;, anyo,Y' 
he 11as 1~vc:r l,novn1 or ever s~c::c:n, 

DAJLEY w--:-,~, ;,dvi.sf-{i Liy .,;he inie:rviewing at;<J:;ts c_~ ·.:'.1c 
·("uGitivE: statuf, of ~.ft' 1:'~:.:. E!1H!, '.(fl,Y :\_nd at this time,,;:=:.~, 2.l~,d 
advised of the p:rovL,:ion': of tl1c .i.'eder:.d h"n·bori.nf, ~,;l.a1.ut~. 

DJ\)I.:f~Y zwt tl1.i.s \:.i.m.E; J"t;iT'(~I1 tt.'L(~d t,J1at 11(~ (~OE;:., TllJt 11()\/ 

.JA!,;FS E!,HL HAY or anyone! of ,, simi l:;_r na:rie or c:esc:c iI)L icin. 

- / l ·, ,; ________ · '_ at f-ile # 

Date dictated 

This documenl contulns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It {s the property of the FBI and lo loaneci !e> 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

/;Y 

. ' 
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FI.J-:<O, (Rev, 1-~~-oO) .ELJc~AL BUt<t:AU Ur INVt!> 111.,A I. 

Date __ A-=pc....r_1_· 1_2_2----'-, _1_9_6_8 __ 

1. 

JAMES D. DAILEY, 402 W. Ninth Street, Portageville, 
Missouri, was interviewed at his place of business, La Font 
Cafe, Portageville. He was advised of the identities of 
Special Agents CLETIS B. BIDEWELL and EDWARD M. MORELAND, 
and the purpose of the interview. 

DAILEY stated he was unable to identify a photograph 
of JAMES EARL RAY, St. Louis Police Department number 81071, 
as any person he has ever known or has ever seen. He displayed 
a cooperative attitude and related that the only escapee from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, with 
whom he has ever come into contact is one THOMAS B. CREWS, white 
male, age 39, who escaped in September, 1967. CREWS and DAILEY 
were childhood friends from southeast Misso~ri, and after his 
escape, CREWS came to DAILEY for assistance. At this time, 
September, 1967, DAILEYvas operating the Half Way House Cafe 
on South Jefferson in St. Louis, Missouri. 

DAILEY, who knew CREWS to be an escapee, gave him 
$100 knowing he would probably use it to try to go to Chicago, 
Illinois, but he, DAILEY, advised against it. In conversation 
with CREWS he tried to convince him to turn himself in to the 
authorities. CREWS eventually went to a brother's house in 
St. Louis and was later apprehended by the St. Louis Police 
Department. 

DAILEY related that HOMER TOWNSLEY, a St. Louis bondsman 
and former tavern operator was aware of his helping CREWS and he, 
DAILEY, strongly suspects that TOWNSLEY, who is also an informant 
of the St. Louis Police Department, particularly the Intelligence 
Unit, probably told them that he, DAILEY, had harbored an escapee 
from the Missouri Penitentiary and that this escapee was RAY. 
DAILEY also stated TOWNSLEY would probably try to get him in 
trouble because in the past he and TOWNSLEY had a violent dis­
agreement over a "joint fleecing" they had been conducting on 
a victim, a retired U. S. Army Major, PAUL (last name unknown), 
Alton, Illinois, which amounted to thousands of dollars. 

This disagreement resulted in TOWNSLEY hiring a small 
time hoodlum, JUNIOR CONWAY of Salem, Missouri, to smash windows 

4/21/68 On _______ at Portageville, Missouri hie H __ S_L __ 4_4_-_7_7_5 _____ _ 

SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL 
by _ __..S.u.A1-..E.&;U.,1D'-"Wc.oAu.RwD..,__,M........_, ___..M...,0.1..1R ..... Eu.LL.1.C.A ..... Nu.D,____ __ ..1.,;Ew.M.,.M,.__.:...,h'-'-'a .... m....._ __ Date dictated ~4i.,,/l...2~2+-/..c6LC8L------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It !a the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency. 

J)f 
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in DAILEY 9 s business place numerous times and CONWAY later 
administered to him a severe physical beating in December, 
1965, which resulted in DAILEY receiving a fractured jaw. 
DAILEY stated all of this is a matter of record with the 
St. Louis Police Department. 

DAILEY in February, 1966, retaliated by shooting 
CONWAY a number of times which shooting permanently paralyzed 
CONWAY in his lower limbs. 

DAILEY emphasized he has never owned, leased, or 
operated any farm in southeast Missouri, or any other place, 
and further has never or at the present time have access to 
a farm through any other source. 

DAILEY stated his wife and two children are currently 
engaged in operating his cafe at Portageville. 

DAILEY stated he cannot imagine any situation in 
w~ic~ RAY would contact him, but in the event any such contact 
is made or he develops any information concerning him he would 
immediately contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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Re: JAMES DAVID DAILEY 
ALLEGED ACQUAINTANCE OF 
JAMES EARL RAY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

• 

The current St. Louis telephone directory listed the 
address for J. D. DAILEY as 2708 St. Vincent, St. Louis, and 
telephone number as TO 5-0449. 

An effort was made to call the above number and it 
was determined the number had been disconnected. 

Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH B. HERRELL, 2708 St. Vincent, 
St. Louis, Missouri, on April 20, 1968, advised Special Agents 
JACK A. FRENCH and ROBERT J. WILKISON as follows: 

They moved to 2708 St. Vincent on Marcy 23, 1968, and 
the house was vacant at that time. Mr. HERRELL is employed at 
Concord Homes, Bridgeton, Missouri (suburb of St. Louis). 

They stated the former tenant was a man named DAILEY, 
who operated the Halfway House Cafe on Jefferson Street. When 
DAILEY moved, he left a black-colored German Shepherd dog at 
2708 St. Vincent. The HERRELLs took care of the dog for two or 
three weeks, at which time DAILEY's sister, Mrs. (first name 
unknown) JACKSON, picked up the dog and apparently took it 
to DAILEY, who reportedly lives somewhere in southern Missouri. 

They stated that mail addressed to DAILEY, sent to 
the Halfway House Cafe, was brought to their residence by an 
unknown youngster in the neighborhood a couple of weeks ago and 
they returned this mail to the Post Office about a week ago 
to be returned to sender. 

They stated they rented this building from a real 
estate agent and never knew DAILEY. They said no one came 
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to 2708 St. Vincent looking for DAILEY during the time they have 
resided at that address. 

Visual observation of the Halfway House Cafe, 1549 
South Jefferson, St. Louis, Missouri, determined the store 
room at that location is now vacant. 
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Date _ ___;;41-/-'--2 ... i,..1-/-"-6-"-8 ____ _ 

Mrs. HAZEL TERRELL, Wardell, Missouri, advised that 
she is the sister of J. D. DAILY who currently owns and operates 
a restaurant that he recently purchased in Portageville, Missouri. 

Mrs. TERRELL pointed out that in addition to J. D. 
DAILY being her brother she has two other sisters; namely, ADA 
GILES who formerly resided at 1812 North Washington Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, but who recently moved and can be contacted 
through her daughter, VITA NEWTON, telephone number 421-2853 
in Chicago, Illinois. Another sister LILLIAN JOHNSON resides 
at 2012 Sidney Street, St. Louis, Missouri. She pointed out 
that both parents are deceased. 

She stated that their father, BARNEY DAILY was a ginner 
for a Mr. ACON's cotton gin, Wardell, Missouri, and they never 
resides on or owned a farm. She stated that she has never known 
her brother, J. D. DAILY, to own, operate or lease a farm noting 
that most of his life has been spent in a tavern business in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

Mrs. TERRELL pointed out that she has never heard her 
brother speak of JAMES EARL RAY and she has never heard him men­
tion any persons acquainted with anyone allegedly connected with 
the Doctor KING assassination. 

Mrs. TERRELL pointed out that in evert she should learn 
that J. D. DAILY has any personal knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY 
she would immedia,tely contact the FBI. 

She also noted that she knew of no close friervisor 
associates of J. D. DAILY's who lived on a farm or owned a farm 
in this area. 

On 4/21/68 at __ W_a_r_d_e_l_l..L.1 _M_i_s_s_o_u_r_i ____ f- i le # __ _:S=-L=----=4:..:4=---7=-7=-5-=------

SA EDWARD M. MORELAND 
by SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY EMM:hcv Date dictated _ ___:4:!_./l.1:!.2~3.L/~6~8~---

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outs Ide your agency. 
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SHELBY TERRELL, Wardell~ Missouri, advised that he is 
the brother-in-law of J. D. DAILY being married to J. D.'s sister 
HAZEL. 

He stated that he has known J. D. DAILY since 1946, 
although he has not closely associated with him because until 
about a month ago J. D. DAILY operated a tavern in the St. 
Louis area and only infrequently visited in Wardell, Missouri. 

Mr. TERRELL stated that J. D. DAILY now operates a 
restaurant in Portageville, Missouri, and lives in that town 
having recently purchased this restaurant. 

He stated th:at he has never known J. D. DAILY to own, 
operate, lease, rent or visit for any length of time on a farm 
nor does he know of any of .J. D.'s close friends who own farms. 

Mr. TERRELL stated that he has never heard DAILY men­
tion JAMES EARL RAY nor has he talked about the assassination of 
Doctor KING. Mr. TERRELL noted that he has seen J. D. DAILY 
more frequently in the past month since DAILY owns a restaurant 
in Portageville than he has in the past fifteen years. 

Mr. TERRELL not~d that J. D. DAILY had three sisters; 
namely, HAZEL (SHELBY TERRELLts wif~), ADA GILES of Chicago, 
Illinois, and LILLIAN JOHNSON of St. Louis, Missouri. 

Mr. TERRELL noted th.at in the event he hears any infor­
mation at all that would indicate that J. D. DAILY h:ad a:ny contact 
with or any personal knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY he would immed;.. 
iately notify the FBI. 

On 4/21/68 at __ W_a_r_d_e_l_l--.L-., _lv_i_i_s_s_o_u_r_. 1._· ____ F- i I e # _ _:_S~L=-~4..:::4~-~7_:7~5:__ ___ _ 

SA EDWARD M. MORELAND 
by SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY EMM:hcv Date dictated _ _:.4:t../...:2:.:3:..!/~6;:...8-----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It {s the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RE: J. D. DAlLEY - RELATIVES 

On April 21, 1968, J. D. DAILEY's sister, Mrs. L}[LLJfAN 
JO.HN'.:~ON, 2012 Sidney Street, St. Louis, Missouri, telephone -
MOhawk 4-5273, was interviewed by Special Agents ROBERT L. BENDER 
and EARL E. BROWN and fmrnished the follm:ving information: 

Father - BARNEY DAILEY; Died around 1959, age 
about sixty-six. At the time of death he lived in house (not 
farm) about one-fourth mile north of city limits of Wardell, 
M~sscuri. Can be reached by turning right at a stoplight 
on Route 61, and then right again beyond 1oonohoe 's Store. 
This house was owned by BARNEY, and is new LILLIA.N's. 
It is rented to a family named STJILL. STJI.LL's wife is be­
lieved to be a Federal employee. 

Mother - EVA (nee EDMUNSON) DAILEY; Died about 
1938, age about forty-three. At time of death lived in town 
of W~rdell, Missouri, two houses south of nouse LOW occupied 
by LILLY GASKIN (J. D.'s mother-in-law). 

Children born to BARNEY 1,nd EVA DAXLEY: 

1. HAZEL (Mrs. SHELBY) TERRELL, about fifty, 
re.sides about three miles outside Wardell in house, but 
not on farm. SHELBY is unemployed; 

2. ADA (Mrs. A. D.) .lH!ORN, about forty-seven. 
They are divorced. She resides at 1517 West Erie, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

3. LILL)(AN (Mrs. WJJ:LL)[AM R.) JOHNSON ., forty­
three, housewife, 2012 Sidney, St. Loui~, Missouri. 
WILLIAM is a self-employed paperhanger operating out 
of his residence; 

4. JAMES DAVID DAILEY, forty-one. Resides 
at 402 West Ninth, Portageville, Missouri. Manages 
LaFant Tavern on Highway 61. Rents the house. Wife 
is BONNIE (nee GASKINS). Has been in Portageville 
five or six weeks. Formerly had restaurant at 1539 
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South Jefferson, and owned house at 2807 or 2808 St. 
Vincent, both Sto Louis, Missourio House is now 
re:.i.11ted to fz.:iml.ly, names unknown, but who have current 
telephone ~ 771-8281 o Hm.:tse re1n.ted thrm:t.gh White 
Re~=tl ty Company. 

Paternal Telatives - BARNEY DAILEY: 

One~hai.lf brother, J liMMliE HlilLLE.N o 

ninety, resides in Pascola, Missouri, 
probably in a irest home foir> alderly; 

Age about 
and lillOW 

Full sister, RUTH KING, single, sixty-three, 
resides at ~emphis, Tennesseeo 

Maternal relatives ~ EVA DA1tL'8Y: 

Broth,er, LLOYD EDMUNlCr~,(JN. foesj.i.l(lled en a farm JLTJ 

Rutherfora, Tennessee, and no~ deado Ris children migrated 
to Michigan ~nd the Chicago area; 

:SJi.;';teJr, Y,JL..SJIE {~11.rs .. JLEON) BELL, i!.ll:e-.c,eased. ~;.11,a 
had three children; 

Cousin - COY BELLf believed to have a furnL~ure 
.1:,nd £..LDPl )La.nc:,e :s;t 1Dlr'H i.[)1. Rut h&ll.'ft'.rd, ,..:'cn!M::.SSiE,1e. This 0u:; lo,~ 1c ted 
about sixty-five miles from Portageville, Missouri; 

t"ousin ~ ~J.L4..YMlE (LAf"f NA~d ·,uN·'<'.NDWN) ai.nd CR0C'.{Ei'T 
BElLL, both believed to still 11Lvc on ,r;ne old farm of l..I'.ON BILL in 
Rutherford, Tennessee. 

lReg.aurding J. Do DAJrt.EY 1 s wif,e's relatives: 

Father - deceased; 

Mother, resides in Wardell, Missouri. This is 
Mrs~ LILLY GASKXN'.S., 

LILLY GASKINS was married twice and is believed to 
have had a ~ot~l nf about eight children. The only ones known 
to L,j[)L.JL:ft"..N "'lfOH!'!SON are the followil[l,g: 
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OONNJrE DAILEY, J. D.'s wife; 

PEWEE (Mrso K½!ELL A.) DE PRIEST; they reside outside 
Wardell, Missouri, hear ~'']['he Colon.y. vi E!r{E:i.JI.. works i11 a cotton 
gin; 

TOOTSXE - She is married am,d lives on a farn about 
two miles outside ~ardell; 

There is at brother, M/UiSBIA~, last 1!:?..J.me b:0.l iiE~ved to be 
GAS.Knrn j but po:ss:ibly a half~bxotheJr., e(,9 JLives f:,,OT:i():.+'hf~l'•:; in. 
J(ndianai. ~ 

She believ8s there may be several other brothers, 
sisters and/or half-brothers and half-sisters living on farms 
in the Wardell areao 

L80N:NliE: DAl[l,EY is c1,ose:5it t,o: h-e:ir sis:te1r 1 I'r},VSIB.'., and 
her mother. 

J. D. DAILEY is probably cl0sest to his sister 1 LILLIAN 

l,][1,JL,}(AN states she h.9!.S rwveir kll10WTI. J .D., OJ;." Cl.Hy of th~~ 
;:JA}[LK'Ys to own :ai.ny f a:ir:rn1 propeirty o .Jr o Do .Ls not a hmrnte:ir· oir 
outdocrsma11. J 0 D 0 has not attempted to contact L!~LlA~ over 
the current week-end, and she last saw him about two weeks ago 
in Wardell. The only attorney she has heard J. Oa rofer to is 
JIM i:UlN:Kl[N, ·who is 110w dead o f,h,e has ne·ver h4-;ard J. O. ref e:ii.- t0 

subject RAY, says she does not kr~ow su:'Jject .R.AY, 2.r.;d w:a;; ulllable 
to identify RAY from photos appearing on the 'Wantea 1''ly,uts. 

Mrs. ,J01rn~GN stppear:ed to be :straightforw:ard and very 
cooperative, and st~~cs she will cooperate in this matter in 
tho event sne gets any indication wnatever her brother is in 
any way involved with the subject RAY. 
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RE: JAMES D. DAILEY 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
DOUGLAS ROSENBERGER : 

AT PORTAGEVILLE, MISSOURI 

On April 21, 1968, the following pe:rsons resiuu,'i 
in the vicinity of DAILEY's residence at 402 West 9th Street, 
Portageville, Missouri, stated they have n2ver known DAIL':\ 
to own, lease, or sharecrop any fa:::::·ms or property in the 
area and they know of nothing that would identify DAILEY with 
subject, JA~l2S EARL RAY: 

L.C. KEITH, 
Rural mail c2rrier; 

PECK BOON, 
Clerk,. 
United States Post Office 

Mrs. A.C. DACRES; 

On April 20, 1968, the following business establish­
ments all adjacent to DAILEY 1 s pl~ce of business, LaFonts ~afc, 
advised they are only slightly acquainted with DAILEY as the 
operator of LaFonts Cafe for about the past three and one ialf 
to four weeks, that they know he rents a residence within the 
city limits of Portageville, Missouri, and they have never 
known him to own or lease any farms in the area: 

OLIVER DALE, 
Shell Service Station: 

.J.B. RAYE, 
Phillips 66 Station; 

JOE MC CRATE, 
International Harvester Company. 

On April 19, 1968, GENE LA FONT, owner of the 
Sinclair Oil Company and LaFonts Building, Junction Highw~y 31 
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and 162, furnished the following information relative to DAILEY. 

He stated that J,D. DAILEY came to his station about 
five weeks ago relating that he had heard an advertisement 
on the local radio concerning LaFont's Cafe being for lease 
or rent. 

He stated DAILEY's wife and son and daughter were 
along with him, that DAILEY mentioned having lived at Wardell, 
Missouri, at one time, that he wanted to return to the Boot 
Heel area of Missouri and for about the past six or eight 
years had been engaged in the restaurant business in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

He stated that they talked at length concerning the 
rental agreement for the restaurant and that about three weeks 
ago, after making a final agreement, DAILEY opened and has 
since that time operated the restaurant. He stated there are 
no living quarters in the building where the cafe, bus stop 
and Sinclair gas station are located. He stated that DAILEY 
rents a residence at 402 West 9th Street in Portageville, 
Missouri, and is driving a 1968 Chevrolet Impala, brown with 
a black vinyl top. 

He stated that in addition to Y' ·.ILEY and DAILEY' s 
~i!e, that his son, age approximately 12 years, and a daughter 
about 16 or 17, help him in the restaurant along with one 
f'ull time waitress, LUTE MAE ARNOLD. 

LA FONT stated that he has noticed nothing unusual 
about DAILEY, that he has ooticed no strangers being in contact 
with DAILEY, and that he, LA FONT, has seen no one that he 
could identify with the subject, ,TAMES EARL RAY. 

LA FONT stated that DAILEY would have access to the 
following phone::t 

Restaurant phone 379-9577 
LaFont's Sinclair station 379-3502 and 379-9594 

(pay phone) 
DAILEY's residence on West 9th Street, 379-3136 
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On April 20 9 1968, LUTE MAE ARNOLD advised that :c,he 
is a full time waitress employed by J.D. DAILEY at LaFont's 
Cafe, that sh~ has noticed nothing unusual since he took over 
operation of the cafe about three :andone half to four weehs sgo. 
ai:d that she J~nows of nothing concerning subject, ,JAMES EARL RAY 
a:nd any p~a..b Le connect ion with DAILEY. 

On \pril 21, 1968, the following individuals residing 
on Highway 162, running east a~d west from Portageville, 
Missouri 9 advised they could furnish no information relative 
to J.D. DAILEY owning, renting or leasing any farm property in 
the area nor :lo they have any information relative to JAMES 
EARL RAY: 

CHE:3TER HICKS; 
MAX HOLLOMA.i'l\1 ; 
A. B • WR ATHER ; 
DE WITT MICKELS; 
A. J. ROGERS; 
DAVID BRASWELL; 
L.G. LA FONT; 
W.R. LATTA; 
R.A. HOUSE; 
J.M. RICHARDSON; 
A.P. MOORE; 
JOH.:\f GLASTE'I"fER; 
BOB BARRETT ; 
C.J. KENNON; 
S. F.'. LUKER.; 
RUBE SUTTON; 
BURL ELLSWORTH; 
BOB GEE; 
W.H. FORREST; 
TOM GRIBBLE; 
R. BEIS. 

On April 22, 1968, ,J.C. RANSBURG, New Madrid County, 
Missouri, ASC Agent, advised a review of his records failed 
to reflect any prop,~rty listed in the name of ,JAMES D. DAII,E')'·. 

On April 22, 1968, the following officials of New 
rfadrid County, Missouri, advised their records fail to list 
the name of ,JAMES D. DAILEY as being the owner or leasee of 
any property in New Madrid County, Missouri: 

/9/ 
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Recorder, GEORGE BOONE; 
Assessor, PRESTON UTTERBACE; 

During the period April 20-22, 1968, the following 
officers stated they have no information to indicate that 
JAMES D. DAILEY owns, rents or sharecrops any property in 
the New Madrid County, Missouri, area nor do they have any 
information relative to JAMES EARL RAY having any contacts 
or relatives within that area: 

Chief of Poli.c e JOE MOORE; 
Portageville, Missouri 

Chief of Police FRITZ MC KAY 
Hayti, Missouri 

Trooper W.C, CUMMINS, 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, 
Hayti, Missouri 

Chief of Poli(:e JOHNNY MARTIN, 
Lilbourn, Missouri 

Chief of Police WILLIS WINGO, 
Gideon, Missouri 

Deputy Sheriff VIRGIL DEES, 
New Madrid County, Missouri 

Sheriff CL::'UE ORTON, 
Pemiscot County, Missouri 

/ 9L 
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The follm~dng investig:a:cion was conducted by SA EDWARD 
M. MORELAND and SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY: 

AT WARDELL, MISSOURI 

On April 20, 1968, Mr. WILLIAM RAY, Post Office clerk, 
identit·ied himselt :as :a childhood friend of J. D. DAILY. He 
said DAILY was born and raised in the Wardell 9 Missouri 9 area 
and left this area and went to St. Louis, Missouri, where he 
renained for over ten years. Sometime in March or April~ 1968, 
J. D. DAILY returned to this general :area and is now operating 
a restaurant in Portageville, .Missour·i. Mr. RAY stated that 
he has never known J. r, DAILY to OW!] or operate any farm in 
this area. M.r. RAY al.so noted tb.:at he is not related to .TAMES 
EARL RAY an.d said he has no relati'ves wb.o are aC;qu:aint,ed w},th 
the subject. 

BENNY HOGAN; who resides north of Wardell 1 Missouri, 
stated he is vaguit:1ly :acquainted with J. D. DAILY and has been 
advised by various persons who reside in this area that J. D. 
DAILY was bor:ir an.d raised in the Wardell area. Jr'lr. HOGAN said 
about three vN:,,.;·ks ago J. D. DAILY bought a restaurant at Port­
ageville, Missouri, and is operating this restaurant with his 
wife. Mr. HOGAN said J. D. DAILY h:as n,ever owned or operated 
any farm in this area and since his return to Portageville, 
Missouri, resides in a house in t:hat city. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA EDWARD 
M. MORELAND and SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY: 

AT WARDELL, MISSOURI 

On April 21, 1968, Mr. GLENN PETERSON and Mr. 0. H. ACON 
stated that they have known J. D. DAILY since his childhood and·: 
explained that he was born and raised in the Wardell, Missouri, 
area. DAILY's father was employed by these persons as a cotton 
gin operator. They said to the best of their knowledge J. D. DAILY 
has never owned or operated a farm in this area. They commented 
that they owned more than 50,000 acres and a number of cotten gins 
and are familiar with the persons who are employed in the farming 
business in this county. They were unable to furnish any information 
concerning JAMES RAY. 

They noted that J. D. DAILY left the Wardell area and 
was in some type of business in St. Louis for many years just re­
cently returning to Portageville, Missouri, and is currently 
operating a restaurant tn that town. They have never known of 
any of J. D. DAILY's family (whose father's name was BARNEY DAILY) 
to own a farm in this area. They noted that J. D. DAILY's sister, 
HAZEL, is currently married to SHELBY TERRELL who resides on the 
outskirts of Wardell just off Route A. Neither Mr. ACON nor Mr. 
PETERSON could furnish the current location of any other of J. D. 
DAILY's ralatives noting that his parents are deceased. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA PATRICK 
W. BRADLEY and SA EDWARD M. MORELAND: 

AT WARDELL, MISSOURI 

The following individuals were contacted on Route A 
and extended section roads from Route A in the vicinity of 
Wardell, Missouri, towards Portageville and Bragg City, Missouri, 
in an effort to establish ownerships or renters of farms in the 
area. These individuals all noted that Mr. w. E. SMITH and Mr. 
o. H. ACO1'sT ~re the major land owners in this area each owning 
in excess of 50,000 acres, and that they never knew J. D. DAILY 
to be a renter or operator of any of the other farms or as a 
leasee of any piece of ground. 

ALVA CLAYTON; 
LAWRENCE ATWOOD; 
L. E . BANKSTON; 
E. M. CANVOY; 
E. W. SANDAGE; 
DAMON JOHNSON. 

-
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Re: INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
JAMES D. DAILEY 

• 

On April 21, 1968, JEFFERSON M. HICKMAN, Sergeant, 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, presently statined at Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri, but previously assigned to the Hayti, Missouri, 
zone, furnished the following information to SA WILLIAM Ro BURTON: 

He is personally acquainted with J. D. DAILEY, whose 
father, now deceased, was at one time a ginner for CAP ACOM of 
Wardell, Missouri. He advised that J. D. DAILEY had a reputation 
in Pemiscot County as being a small-time gambler and believed 
that DAILEY had at one time been involved in some stolen cars. 
To the best of his knowledge and information, J. D. DAILEY 
spent most of his time in St. Louis and would come to Wardell 
and vicinity on weekends or for short visits to his parents 
and his sisters who resided in that vicinity. HICKMAN stated 
that he has never had any information that any of the DAILEYs 
have owned any land in the Wardell or Portageville vicinity; 
neverknew of DAILEY to lease any land and farm it as such; and 
never knew of DAILEY to have any close associates in his own 
age group in the Wardell vicinity who would have access to any 
farm land or any farm buildings. 

On April 22, 1968, the following individuals searched 
their records and advised that they could find nothing to indicate 
that JAMES D. DAILEY or J. D. DAILEY owned any real or personal 
property or had any farm land in Pemiscot or Dunklin Counties, 
Missouri: 

Mrs. OBIE COKER 
Assessor 
Pemiscot County, 
Caruthersville, Mi:Bouri; 

TOM CRUNK 
Assessor 
Dunklin County, 

Kennett, Missouri; 

/96 
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MARTIN BRITT 
Agricultural Stabilization 

and Conservation Officer 
Dunklin County, 

Kennett, Missouri. 

• 
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On 

1 Date __ A_p_r_i_l_2_L1_1_, _1_9_6_8_) __ 

BOBBY J A~1ES, Warde 11, Missouri, advised upon inter­
view that he is approximately the same age as J.D. DAILEY and 
recalled J.D. and other members of the family working inter­
mittently on farm land operated by his father from the time 
they were small children until they became grown. He also 
worked for several years for the Acom Cotton Gin at Wardell, 
Missouri, where ,J.D. DAILEY's father, BARNEY DAILEY, worked 
for a number of years until he passed away a few years ago. 

JAMES stated that J.D. DAILEY married ore of the 
GASKIN girl3 of WARDELL and that her brother, HARLEY B. GASKIN 
still resides in the Wardell area. Another brother, CLEO 
GASKIN reportedly resides eomEwhere in St. Louis. A brother­
in-law of J.D. DAILEY, one EWELL DE PRIEST, presently resides 
north of Wardell on Highway B. A sister-in-law, Mrs. STANLEY 
(ELIZABETH) BLURTON, is also believed to sti 11 be residing in 
the Wardell, Missouri, area. 

According to BOBBY JAMES he has never heard of 
any members of the DAILEY family, the GASKIN family, the 
DE PRIEST or the BLURTON family being land owners in the 
Wardell, Missouri, area. 

4/21/68 at __ i:..:...1/=a=r--=-d:....::e.....::l=--=l;_;.___,_, -=M""i'---'s_s'-o'--u=r~i ____ rile# SL 44 775 

SA JACK J. FISHER 
by ___ S_i',_C_L_E_·T_I_S_B_· _. _B_I_D_E_W_E_,J __ ,I_J ___ C_B_B_/_l_e_h ___ Date dictated __ ;.4L-/.!::2:...::4':.L/_::6:._:8::....' __ _ 
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On 

by 

l Date __ A~D~r_i_l_2_4_. ~' _1_9_,~_:. 8_· __ 

WO. JAMES, residing approximately two miles south 
of Wardell, Missouri, on County Highway B, advised upon inter­
view that he has known the family of J.D. DAILEY since the 
time J.D. DAILEY was approximately five years of age. At 
about this time DAILEY's father, BARNEY DAILEY and the other 
me~bers of his family began working as cotton choppers and 
cotton pickers on land farmed by Mr. JAMES in the vicinity 
of Wardell, Missouri. This type of irregular \. :ployment by 
the members of the BARNEY DAILEY family continued intermittent­
ly until the time J.D. DAIIEY quit high school and drifted 
out of the Wardell area. On various other occasions subse­
quent to this time, J.D. DAILEY would return to the Wardell 
area and work for a short period of time on land operated by 
,JA!',lES. 

According to JAMES neither BARNEY DAILEY who is 
deceased or any of his children have ever owned or even share­
cropped any land in the Wardell area to his knowledge. During 
the last several years of his life, BARNEY DAILEY operated 
a gin at Wardell, MiBouri. He recalled that J.D. DAILEY was 
always considered a trouble maker and was always in some 
difficulty with the law in the local area and he heard that 
he was in similar trouble in the St. Louis area after he 
left Wardell. 

Mr. JAMES furnished the name of other members of 
the DAILEY family as being HAZEL RANDELL TERRELL, presently 
residing a couple of miles north of Warde 11; ADA ,JILES and 
LILLIAN DAILEY present addresses unknown. 

He advised that BARNEY DAILEY was an individual who 
clrank to excess when he was not working and the three daughters 
named above were generally considered in the community as 0eing 
women of loose morals. 

,JAMES stated he was positive that J.D.DAILEY never 
owned, operated or sharecropped a farm in the area of Wardell 
and he knew of no individuals residing on farms in the general 
area who were close friends of DAILEY. 

4 / 21/68 at __ W_a_r_d_e_,_l_l_,_~_.I_i_s_s_o_L_ir_i _____ h I e # SL 44-77 5 

SA JACK J. FISHER 
SP, CLETIS B. Bin;.:\'iELL CBB/leh 4/24/68 _______________________ Date dictated _________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI and ls loaned to 
Your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302· (Rev. 1-25-60) .DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI. 

On 

1 Date Apr i 1 24, 1968 

JAMES A. SELLE~ who resides on County Highway 
B, one mile north of State Route 84 in Pemiscot County, 
Missouri, advised he is chairman of the Pascola Township 
Agriculture Stabilization Committee of Pemiscot County, 
Missouri. In this capacity he had in his possession a 
Pemiscot County map reflecting the various townships of 
Pemiscot County with the names of the land owners written 
in on the land plots of the various farms within the townships 
of that county. 

The maps of Pascola Township covering the area 
surrounding Pascola, Missouri; the Little River Township 
covering the Wardell, Missouri, area; and the Peach Orchard 
Township covering the Bragg City area were examined. 

There were no farm owners by the name of DA1LEY 
listed in any of the three above-named townships. 

Mr. SELLERS advised he is 95 percent familiar wi U', 
a 11 of the land owners in the Pemiscot County area west of 
U.S. Highway 61 and north of State Highway 84 and there is 
no land owner by the name of DAILEY operating in that area. 

He went on to state that in his capacity of town­
ship committee chair~an, he is also familiar with tenants and 
sharecroppers in this area and he has never heard the name 
DAILEY mentioned in this capacity. 

4 / 21 / G 8 at n ur a 1 Route , Hay t i , Miss o u rf.i..il e fl. _ _.:::;:S-=L=---Ll~.::4-=--...:7-'7'--'5=---------

S A JACK J. FISHER 
SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL CBB/leh 4/24/68 by ________________________ Date dictated _________ _ 
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Re: JAMES EARL RAY ASSOCIATES 
J. D. DAILEY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

HOMER TOWNSLEY was contacted at his residence, 2705 
Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri, on April 22, 1968, by Special 
Agents ROBERT L. BENDER and EARLE. BROWN. He said he is now 
employed as a bail bondsman out of his house and has unlisted 
phcn~ number PR 6-1879. He is usually at that address from 
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. He has given up his bar, The 
Neighborhood Bar, 1929 Hickory, and also his confectionary 
store, 3434 Caroline Street. 

When contacted at his house by Special Agents BENDER 
and BROWN on April 22, 1968, he appeared to be completely 
cooperative throughout the interview, and voluntarily accompanied 
the agents to the St. Louis Office where he was interviewed. 

He furnished the following information: 

He knows the subject. Subject frequented his tavern 
at 1929 Hickory around 1958 - 1959. At that time, subject's 
mother resided on Hickory Street between 18th and Mississippi 
and subject resided in the vicinity on LaSalle or Park. 

He said JACK ALLISON, who has been arrested for 
counterfeiting and served time in Leavenworth, knows the 
subject. ALLISON now is going straight and lives with a brother. 
ALLISON and this brother now have a television shop on Park 
Avenue west of Compton on the north side of the street, the 
third or fourth building west of Compton. JACK ALLISON 
probably will tell what he knows about RAY. 

A man named SMITH operates a confectionary on Hickory 
about four houses west of 18th Street, north side of the street. 
The confectionary is in a basement. This is at about the address 
of RAY's mother. SMITH should know the mother, whether or not she 
is dead, and possibly know the subject. 
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TOWNSLEY said he does not know WALTER TERRY RIFE. 
(RIFE was arrested with RAY, March 7, 1955, for the burglary 
of the Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, and served time 
with the subject at Leavenworth.) 

He said he believes a man named JACK or JOHN, who 
operates the Grapevine Tavern at Illinois and Arsenal, came 
into his tavern at least once with RAY. 

TOWNSLEY said he gave up the Neighborhood Bar in 
May, 1967. He did not see RAY after RAY's escape from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary in April, 1967. He heard from 
some source that RAY came back to St. Louis to kill a man. 
It was TOWNSLEY's recollection that the man RAY wanted to 
kill was responsible for RAY's arrest for the holdup 
resulting in RAY's sentence to the Missouri State Penitentiary 
in the spring of 1960. 

TOWNSLEY said he has heard that RAY's family had 
property and relatives in southeast Missouri and the Poplar 
Bluff area sticks in his mind. 

He said he cannot recall of hearing of RAY's father, 
any brothers or sisters. He has heard of no attorney used by 
RAY, nor any bailbondsman. 

TOWNSLEY was then questioned as to whether he knew 
if RAY ever contacted J. D. DAILEY and stated he thinks J. D. 
told him RAY had contacted DAILEY after RAY escaped from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary. DAILEY said that he had known 
RAY for a long time. He did not know that DAILEY had ever 
helped RAY. 

TOWNSLEY said RAY could be with DAILEY in Wardell, 
Missouri. He said he could not figure out why DAILEY suddenly 
gave up his tavern and moved to Wardell. He said DAILEY had 
fitted it up with new, expensive equipment and when DAILEY said 
he was moving and selling the house he had bought, TOWNSLEY was 
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very surprised and asked why. DAILEY told TOWNSLEY that 
the tavern had been inspected by a St. Louis building 
inspector who had found the wiring to be defective. DAILEY 
said it would cost over $500 to have the place rewired, 
that the landlord had refused to undertake the necessary 
repairs, and because of that DAILEY had decided to get out 
and take over a tavern in Wardell, Missouri. TOWNSLEY said 
this did not make sense to him and commented, "J. D. hates 
niggers with a passion." 

On being specifically questioned, TOWNSLEY admitted 
that he had had a falling out with DAILEY. His version is 
as follows: 

TOWNSLEY had been gambling with a man and had taken 
a couple of checks for the losses. This man then went next 
door to DAILEY's restaurant, started talking about it and was 
advised by DAILEY that TOWNSLEY could not collect on the checks 
if TOWNSLEY pressed him because they were gambling losses. 
TOWNSLEY learned of DAILEY's advice to this man, got mad, and 
told DAILEY he would knock his brains out. Later, Jo D. 
apologized to TOWNSLEY, the matter was forgotten, and they 
again became friends. 

When pressed upon this further, he said that the 
check writer in question was an Army officer from Illinois, 
that the reason DAILEY had given him such advice was because 
DAILEY was jealous TOWNSLEY had found a soft touch, and that 
now there were no hard faiings whatever between him and 
DAILEY. 

When pressed further about this matter, he said that 
a man named CONWAY frequented his, TOWNSLEY's, tavern. CONWAY 
learned of the officer's welching on the bet and said he would 
take careof him. TOWNSLEY told CONWAY he did not need any help, 
pointing out that he had been a former amateur and professional 
boxer, and that he could whip DAILEY with one hand tied behind him. 
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He said that nevertheless, CONWAY took it upon himself to 
further the argument when he was drinking and hit DAILEY, 
fracturing DAILEY's jaw. Thereafter, DAILEY shot CONWAY in 
cold blood, permanently paralyzing him. TOWNSLEY said he 
was in no way responsible for CONWAY's action, and later 
told DAILEY so. DAILEY agreed to TOWNSLEY that TOWNSLEY 
could take care of DAILEY and need not have gotten help, 
and they became friends again. 

To point out that their differences had been 
patched up, TOWNSLEY pointed out that DAILEY had called him 
when DAILEY was .leaving St. Louis for wardell,and promised 
to give him his (DAILEY's) address and phone number so they 
could keep in touch. 

TOWNSLEY said that upon further recollection, he 
remembers LUCILLE RYAN and remembered RAY's stating that RYAN 
was his mother, that RAY had visited her in RAY's visit to 
TOWNSLEYvs tavern in the 1958 - 1959 era. He said that 
LUCILLE RYAN is now dead because of her drinking and that 
when she lived on Hickory Street, she was living with an 
uncle of JOHN, who runs the Grapevine Tavern at Illinois and 
Arsenal. He said this uncle is an old-time thief and is 
still living, and frequents the Grapevine. 

This uncle is 5v9", 165 pounds, 55 to 60, unemployed, 
and has a criminal record. He talks very fast and around the 
Grapevine keeps talking of old jobs he has pulled so that a 
listener gets the impression the old man is crazy. 

JOHN, manager of the Grapevine, has a speech 
impediment and will be uncooperative. He drives a white 
Thunderbird, 196~ or later, model. 

TOWNSLEY said DAILEY definitely helped an escapee 
from Missouri State Penitentiary named CREWS. 
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He denied that he has discussed this with anybody. 
He said he considers the lead at the Grapevine much better 
than a follow-up on DAILEY. He said that while RAY cvr .. tacted 
DAILEY after RAY's escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
he does not know whether DAILEY actually helped RAY. 

He said a former barmaid, GRACIE WISE, 1920a Hickory, 
should remember RAY's mother, LUCILLE RYAN, should known who 
was living with LUCILLE and whether LUCILLE is dead. 
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AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

(>11 i\ pr i l ~~ l , 19 G 8 , !i(~;f1:l~!l 'J.~(";;·:;1~·s I ,f.y ~l (1.'\" i r~ c-/i S ;ts l1C!l.) .1.··~fc'T 
:-::: ar:.c', Et'\EL E. lntO:n; i:h:1t YsAY visitcl T('Y::t.i::LSY's L1v1:11;, 

,._·U~h~)r>rhooci Sa::·'', 1J~;,~, Eic':ory, St. lo 11i~,, in the L')E:8-
i 

CJACIE T)' 'r ,,...., 1;-. 
;~ ) .. '- l .\ ' 

er:. J\p;' i l :-~5!, 196 8, ~;rJ nnc;r\- at tc,,19 tr:{; t:o c0!! tact 
~:"::,", t:::SE at l~::~:ea Hickory b-1t no response could be obt2..-Lr'.J?ci, 
;, r.r on thE: <loo:t for the,, gBc, n-,.an instructc._: him to obtain 
r:n y. :. ,,i from L~r3 i-i;nant :1t 192G Hickory by going -~o the rc;:.r 
,__100'.,-. Ynquir~r -:b:'re rcve:dod th:at GRACE WISF ll:33 no telephone 
:>.n---1 s,~ now ,,isiLL1g a daugl:ite:1 sor:1e,11!_--,cre L 1 ·rnJiana. Th0 
"~v~rc-:-;:, of th:lt: dtiughtcr, r,er nr.me, B.nd thf: lcr.gth of the 
,,ri',J t Vl~"~" ur:lrncw:n. She t,L:.'tcd she wot11d ~~ivc CRACE Wit::r; :2. 

n:Ylc Le contB.c: 1_ '>:\ r~P.<Y,'IN ~J't rhe ;31.. Louis Lffjec upor~ hc·r 
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He: A llogcd Associa t icn of J. :J ._ Dailey and 

HOMER TOWNSLEY has advised that he heard, possibly 
from J. D. DAILEY himsolf, that s~bject contacted DAILEY when 
D~ILEY overated the Half-Way Restaurant on Jefferson Avenue, 
~~d that such contact was made shortly after subject escapad 
;: :-: o:~ri the Missom.~.1 State Peni ten t:i.ary in Apri.l, 1967. At that 
~!w0 TOWNSLEY operated the Neighborhood Bar, located on the 
c~~ner of Hickory and Mississirpi, a few doors from the house 
Jc,:··'.,pied by subj·f.::[;t' s mother, known to TOWNSLEY as LUCJl:lLE. 
1•. 1:,31.r~aa id at th,:: ~ctg:hborhood Ta ve.rD was GRACIE WISE, now 
u:,:;iding at 1920 JEckory. 

On April 29, 1968, GRACE WISE, 1920 Hickory, in 
rcspcnse to a note left with a neighbor by SA EARLE. BROWN, 
t~lephonically contacted the St. Louis Office and advised 
.'-,ht' h~d returned to Gt. Louis from ?:nd:iana. 

On April 29, 196£, she was contacted at that address 
;,v ::..,; i-\,LhEhT J e ;-~VS.11 :NG and SA EARL E. BROWN. She was un:ab l,el 

10 re~eBber the subject. She remembered LUCILLE RYAN, and 
:.:'ta.~.c} .id CJ.lLLE liv(:d in a rooming house operated by a wo:r.:an 
<.:;.id to :::iie LUCILLE'S :mother, and wlw was known :2.s "Old Mary·•,. 
A number of men li~ed there at vari~us times, including one 
of :lnC.'.'.C!.L's sons. Yro:m data obtained, it appears that this 
,, ·:r: w:1 :-, ~,ihj e :~t ,, s :J:r·cther JOEN i'"U\ Y. LCC!r.LE also 1 i v0d in a 
:r,·-~--~--i.n~, l'1,)US(; on Mississippi. ope:r-r:ited by 2, woman now about 
1.n_: ye,-.n·s of .age. WISE believes this woman, known as "Granma" 
I::_--; KW\'' s{;,JrN~w~1ere in a nursing hr-,n::e. LUCILLE moved there 
~ttor leaving the house on Hickory Street. This house is on 
,Ju.: w,:;~st side of Mississippi St:i.~.eet, in the block south of 
~i~Kory, and is the first house north of the alley. (Obser­
v~tion was later made of this house, and it appears ~o be 
v~~ant ~nd probabl; condemned.) 

WISE had no information regarding an HUncle John" 
wh0 may have lived with LUCILLE on Hickory. She knows J. C 
DA "i'."u:,Ef, bttt has no information connecting- him with tt1is m.a ~ ter. 
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• 
AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Alleged Association 
DAILEY 

• 

of JAMES TIAY and J. D. 

, .. ..., f~p,.·il ~:':l, 1.908, HO,rnH TOW.t;SLEY ac1vise6 SAs ROBERT 
I). I3i'~f·~-[).'.·::_._·.~ [ln(~ ~~Al1L E. nr:C1V/J~ ·tha t ,J1'\Cl( AJ~XJif.301-~' \:/ho ha~-i l;eer~ 
::-,:rT(•~-,tc·· ·:-,,::· ~cwntcrfeiting and served time in LcavcnviOrth, 
! ~.c·.:::: T't"\··. '.Ie sa:i(1 ALLISC?'t i-=; l"lOV.' gojng straight an( Lives 
·-,::~·l;: :·1•c'.')c:r- ''lho has a TV ::;top on Park A\lenue west of Corrpton 
o~ th0 ~nr~~ side of the street, the third or fourth build-
ing we~~ of Compton. TOWNSLEY felt ALLISON would tell what 
: ~ r. ; : 11 o~-._!. :~ ~~ l)O U t R.r~ Y . 

Cn April ~2, 1968, SA EROWN contacted JlCK ALLISCN 
r.t ::iis pJreo of c:,:ployment, the Unj_on Electrtc [:crvJ.cc Cor 1par.y. 
··211. I-or··~ A 0nue, telepnonc :.;r· t:-8888. ALI,ISC)J <WiDS t·1is 

r: '~Ar~_! T~~-; -~.~i'_~\'//~ .,_r~ I ... f.:}~/£~3(··N' 1:-/l~"o h.~3 1;cen in J.jcn\'f'rl\\'OI·t11 and Yll10 

cr:-:r.:~J.'.:::i.r)~--~; ly rr,ferr.:; to !Jjr~f,C'lf f'.:::.:; .JACK AL!.ISC·;. ALLJGC.:N said 
:1~-~, }.1r0: 1_:r~_1 .. 1 c.,~TA~lJ_~~~~, ~~t,f11--tcd ()!'. 2. (r1~n1.( Ott Slll"'.ttta:)', .Apr·il 21, 
~-0~8, n.t,.'" h5:·· '.'.'hereabn,1t~; arc not J.~no,::n. ?1 he::1 be f;OCS on a 
,'r:n'.· jt ·c;q2_11_y lasts a y;ccl:. E8 ts some'.'!hcrc in the vicinity 
;Jui· c\·'::1 i.f locr,ted v;c,ul.d he: conplctely jncohcrcnt nntil he 
:::;0lJcr'.:.; ·,: ;7. ·:~.::: v;i 11 c1ri ft ~-a.c '.: t0 the s h0!1 in the next sevcr2.. l 
<'.ays 2 .. "tn:r ::;: :,tarts :0;obcrir:.g l;p and AI:Lr:::;cs '.:ff0rrL;ei:1 l·G v,ou1c~ 
;;;,en net~ ry ::.,I r,f?.C\'!F in orc~_c'.r tt>.at i.1e nj_ght tc interviewed . 

.I' • ' .r. ace: a nG nc 

:-:,r,•J:; 11~ :'.a~·. ;-;or:'C\';lic:rc, ~,er;,<:ti::,::::, :;cen .}~-\i'.LCf:. Ei\RL HAY. He 
c~nno·~ f:; :'. t:'.O tj_mc or pl::.ec :JiJt foe:ls ;_t ,,:D::;; probably several 
3.rr~:r.r:-·· ;).[:'() ~i r1 t ~:C ;-~ t. .f :f1U iEl ar•-ef'. ~ 
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RE: JAMES DAVID DAILEY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

VIRGIL DENTON, Operator of Denton's Bar, 1553 
Jefferson, residing at 1551a Jefferson, was interviewed April 
23, 1968, by Special Agents SPURGEON J. PETERSON and ROBERT L. 
BENDER. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES DAVID DAILEY 
were displayed to DENTON who stated that he is well acquainted 
with DAILEY and he recognizes RAY as having been a customer 
in his tavern. He said that he has operated a tavern at this 
location and next door for the past 17 years, that he cannot 
recall specifically when JAMES RAY was in his tavern but 
presumed that it was prior to RAY's being in the penitentiary 
in 1960. DAILEY operated the Half-Way Cafe located a couple of 
doors from his tavern and as a matter of fact DAILEY purchased 
this cafe from him. 

Prior to DAILEY taking over the Half-Way Cafe approxi­
mately three years ago DAILEY had a place of business, a tavern 
and restaurant, located near Caseyville or Collinsville, 
Illinois. DENTON knew of this due to the fact that on one 
occasion approximately two years ago DAILEY took him in his, 
DAILEY's, automobile over to this place and pointed it out to 
him and they actually went in and had some drinks. It is noted 
that DENTON explained '·hat at this time DAILEY no longer owned 
this establishment but merely wanted to show it to him. DAILEY 
told him that he had had "hustling girls" at this place in 
Illinois, and had run into trouble with the law and apparently 
that was why he had moved to St. Louis. DAILEY has a very close 
friend who he visits at least once a month in Jefferson City 
Penitentiary whose name is CREWS and DAILEY has actually been to 
Jefferson City and made an effort to get CREWS out. 

DENTON further advised that when CREWS escaped from 
the penitentiary in Jefferson City he was arrested in St. Louis, 
he thought, in either CREWS' brother's or sister's house. He 
said the police would have a full report on that. He further 
advised that CREWS has a no-good brother who is a wino and 
alcoholic who is still around town and wanders up and down 
Jefferson Avenue periodically. (It is noted that this brother 
of CREWS, the alcoholic, may be identical with the informant of 
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Detective RON BOCKENKAMP who indicated previously that although 
the police records would not reflect it he had arrested CREWS 
as an escapee from the penitentiary in the same house in which 
his informant who provided him with the information lived.) 

DENTON said that he could not associate RAY with 
DAILEY and could not put them together. DENTON said that he 
recalls when JUNIOR CONAWAY was shot by DAILEY in front of 
Dailey's Cafe. He said that if anyone had ever had "it coming 
to him" it was CONAWAY, that CONAWAY was nothing but a mean 
person who had broken his 9 DAILEY's, jaw and stomped on other 
persons, hurting them seriously and actually maiming them for 
life. CONAWAY presently lives in the country and DENTON states 
he has heard he is&ill as mean as ever and actually carries 
a gun and a club in the wheel chair that he is confined to. 

CONAWAY's girlfriend, not his wife, OPEL, was working 
for him, DENTON, as a bartender at the time of this shooting, 
She is now married to a man named SHERRILS whose brother is 
J. D. SHERRILS and lives somewhere in the country. Her mother 
lives on Missouri Avenue, place unknown to DENTON. 

DENTON further stated that he recalls that DAILEY 
had a friend who he thought his first name was KEN. KEN 
apparently was a gambler who played in the card games with 
DAILEY and they would get some guy in the middle. This individual 
at one time drove a Chrysler automobile, was a very dapper 
dresser, but DENTON did not know his name, DENTON was recontacted 
and stated that CONAWAY is currently residing in Salem, Missouri, 
exact address unknown, and OPEL SHERRILS 9 (phonetic) mother is 
VIRGINIA HILL and resides on Mississippi Avenue, the second 
house off of Park, and she could probably provide her daughter's 
current address. 
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l :_~ ~'1 J~_::'..) G l.' ;~_;, [../f,_, l. .r· 
23, J.90~3, !·,_:c., 
s~r.:01"' 1e loc.;;~ tt;d 
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LEG J. SPINO, owner anti oper~~Gr 
at 1547 Jefferson was in:0r-

__ :.~--~_:(:(, :t_i!,s.r1~~1fi(>.c~. Ji\l::I~~J I.~)1\/lL.i 10i\.IL1ti' as a per2on -~vitt:. ·:,vr:.c.•~{.l 

a2 is acqu~:..i,r::n:> ·ctcroug;h d.s (::;;?.1A0 1 s) know}.edge that DAii,L'{ 
an the J~:fway C~fe, located nextdoor to his shoe store. 

~~- cij, -t l,_:·:1 (';· hf-; ~; ,; a.LC:-~· .j t }i,.? t t -::,~ .t1 
•• :_ E) 1( r10\V l-·3 {ig·G RA 'f \ra .. :..::: t.l Ctlt r: U'.'\,' _: 

. ;:_"_. ,::,1:::: :::oa:i.d l:2: ha;:; n,,3<_·,-7;1.~ l:,,.';;a:rd tr,2:.t DAILEY O\\,ne,J c,r 
r, ~t.J..l'l'[~. ~~_:1.:'-!i.LB'~{ did tul.1 I1in1, priOX" to t1is 7:iOVir..g fr-ol!/. t~J_~--~ 

.:.~~---~'1--.ij__J c:alc t}1,;;tt t~.8 (/JllII.1£-:;'l) tll()u;;ht r1.e f.1~lG1 a g··oocl deal 
. ,: ~. ,.:.,,, a r·'c:;St:,-t:;..:r2r1-t: d01'iL ..r, T,he coc.ntry near Portageville, 

:.:,ts frisn~ Lad otfsr0~ hiffi tne opportu~~ty to run t~e 

L0ui3 would not ~pprov~ s~ 
it v,rc:ulu 1:avt- cost z~ir·1 (~) .. ~:~_;::: ~ :; 

s.t~·l~'!'C,.:-{i::--~~-t,::2.~/ · L-~J 1:t.JI ~::al:(: t1;.f~ t1·oct;sE;~~-ry r&pair'.s to tJ.1e \\.~j_r~ .... ~:.!. .. 

.,__,_ .··. c.:,~-~i.,- . .,..-~., t -~~:o ·1rt1.2 t~1t;:.:~t of :-Lis .:c 1i?:c.otlec.::tion l}AILE.i J-1.:::i 
;:.~::,,•\" : .. J -~-, r:.i t: _~-Je (. (J ~:t· t 1 ':/ :i pr-~· r· c}x ~.rEa 1. e.: ly' f i:. v e.- c,r six V./S c: :ks s g·(., • 

. : . .:~· ~- (~ ::._::..·~·: .... -,J_t'·.:.·t;., y~-- <:1::---11.J., -£'rit·r1d ~'.:-.C; l--:r1C:\V ~~-'-,<.it;~_. 

·.L .. .. -~i,_ '.-/~'..,';_:' ::... ~::.~:..:~:.. Vi_··:,_,::.; (::-.. ;;;e 1 .. C, ,..,:10 _; ___ ·?.I°fv,1:1.y (~:,,;~tt➔ t\\/(;, C,.!.'.: ·;_~r ... 1v·:~L 

.r:. ~-- •~,~. .:-: -'_.:.:r:. -~; t i ?) ,. ': ~; 1JC)l" f; n \1.'E () }: a. n.,J. ; .. a 1>t i 1C:. pa. t t~ d i ri c ~.r ci ~; .!.:~ _ ::~. ·.·.-

,_ :· i ~~.:~~ ~:;1.l-.1 J.~\,,.. ~-~·I!~-{) f_;·}~J)iai.rJ<~d tt~a..t. f1:A~I.EY. appar~e.ntly ha(J ct 
~:- i·~.T le .- ~··· ... ·bl inf~ ~-:~;ir1~; rJ!1 ci~. 1,l1e 1c:2r:_:;··:~t.lr::411t, and this f1,.i(~:'.:~·. ~-~-' 

_, . .1-i·:_.; J:.,;Y ,vou1.r_~ r,cccticir-)at6 ir1 --~,t'i(r~ g:;::~.r~.c and w1ork \vith DAII-'E~t . 
.:~_, -:._ ~- ,J -~:-} .:._ y -c . .f:r; ·f :-:, ic: :-;. ri V/t:)tl J.. C: ~_;(: Iii 2-: :.r ::_ 1.·i/•; ft)£ -~ lit~ house. 
·:-, _;_ -: l~i.-: ,J.~.j c,<;t 1!~ ... ~-c.-\N <.,{J.i::-; J-)i21:~::,Ji1.' ~-; Y~-~t-In-e, l)ut 

.,,_; -, : , ;,.;:!L::- An~c::ric,:i.r,, /;::, -;;o ::._::, yc:u ~" of age, S feet 1::, iLc' . .:.·_ 
'i_t,:; CC }.'/._; _l.,())Flr:~, r.1.:_;-.:__j:_·t:.: . .-~ ,,,,~-~J....J __ :_.1, g•Jv,_:,:}' r~air• - ..,Si'1iilTJ.ir_._g ~J~l -~i[_j~·,,, 

~~-•'_,,_.,_ / ,.,,,::_:_;..._:. ~-:..r"f~s:~ .. -s-C \Vit:h _ i11L c;lc,thef::, l~-i.ar'1.,.ie·d - i"L3.d ct \:}~i.fc; t.A./~·-·-·_ 

,1.,.1_,c.::, .L~~1;)1ter. ~:;:i n::u :i11i:.: tli.at this individual wr.t:n b::: 
c:cI:.!C: tc tr:e :0s•i_;r,s.t1'riiit d:cove u Chryr;ler a;Jtomobils wi,i-:..::: 

,:~;;: illin'.)i,::-; 1:ie&nsc :pl;;t.e;::; Dt~ it, thm~ght to be 2.bout :J l~i;,: 
.... ,_-::: \_.!. -.::· 1.. --~:_· r~ i ~-~ t~.a:i:·· ·(;v.s;. s a P.!= a 1··e 11·L iy sc,i lrJ an1d the n1arl a pp02.t r·c: i~~ i 1~ ~:_ 

,,_,. : __ .:d7 ~,1..1ick autoinobi}::,, a "r-0al d:::·k brown bo1:t0m :i;.1-J t<_,tc,~ 
F.:l ·.0,' ·rh.if: HuiC;k lw.J /.i.s:;ouri license plates on i-~. 
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f1Jr,.11~•FJ:c~tly v✓f1er1 th:is ~an ,riE;itt.:d -'"·~­
in-:-;o th,'::: F,ho.e :C8pair ::::;hop ci.nd r<.',•c~ 

~~J r~~:-.Yt:-r~~}. ~~11.?l:; :1t~ :n.o lor1g!f:::r' ri~a.s c--.. :::-;!'_:.:j~;s.~~:~.;-~; 
ia w~0r0 iis o~d s~o~shine boy co0ld ha 
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RAY ASSOCIATES -S.l'C 

The following investigation was conducted by SA J. 
ROBERT MEIGS on April 23, 1968 .. at St. I.,ouis, :\~issot1ri: 

CATHERINE SKILES, Clerk in the Electrical Inspec~ion 
Division of the Department of Public Safety, St. Louis City 
Hall, advised that her records show that on March 1, 1968, a 
letter was sent to KERMIT SIEGFRIED, 1637a South Jefferson 
Avenue, with regard to the premises at 1549 South Jefferson, 
which he owned. According to this letter, there w:as over load 
service and defective wiring at 1549 South Jefferson which must 
be corrected by a licunsed electrical contractor to comply with 
city ordnances. 

On March 12, 1968, e siooilar leiter was sent to Mr. 
SIEGFRIED in which it was pointed out tl:.·'.l t this ,.vas the SAcond 
and the last notice which Mr. SIEG}HIED would receive until 
further action would be taken. 

KER1V1lT SIEGFRIED~ 16. 7a Sou.th ,Jefferson Avenue, ad­
vised that he owns the prer'.lises at 1549 South Jefferson. He 
stated that the premises are vacant at the present time bu~ 
that it had been operated as a rE"st:aurant known as Half Way 
Restaurant operated by JAMES D. DAILEY. He stated that DAILEY 
operated a restaurant 2t this address for something over four 
years and remained operating a rest:1ura11t at this address 
through the month of February, 1968. 

SIEGFRIED stated that DAILEY bad added equipment 
to his restaurant which needed large amounts of electricity 
which the old wiring in the building could not copL with. 
He stated that the building was subsequently examined by in­
spectors for the City of St. Louis and they found thac the wir­
ing was defective and must be replaced. SIEGFRIED stated that 
he does not know the exact cost to rewire the building but 
he did learn that to rewire from the pole outside of the 
building at the building it would cost $240. He said the in­
side wiring, of course, would be in addition to this. SIEGfllIED 
stated that he offered DAILEY three months free rent however 
he, DAILEY, would bear the cost of wiring. 
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SIEGFRIED stated that DAILEY moved out in the early 
part of March without informing him that he was moving. He 
stated that he moved over night possibly due to the fact that 
the building would have to be rewired. He said that he under­
stands that DAILEY now operates a tavern or eating place of 
some kind around Portageville, Missouri. SIEGFRIED advised 
that he is not acquainted with any of DAILEY 1 s associates and 
knows nothing about his background or activities while in 
St. Louis. He said he is not acquainted with anyone named 
JAMES EARL RAY and the photographs of RAY are not likenesses 
of anyone he has ever known. 
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AT STo LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Re: Ali..LEGED ASSOC][A'TJION OF JAMES Dg DAILEY 
AND JAV..ES EARL RAY 

On April 24 1 1968 9 JUNXO:R RAY CONA.\,'AY w:as interviewed 
at his residence 9 Route 5 9 Salem, Missouri 1 by SA EARLE~ 
BROWN and SA ROBERT Lo BENDERe CONAWAY statedl that he was 
well acquainted '~Ji th JAMES DAVltD DAILEY v but on observing 
the pL'llotograph of ,JAMES EARIL HAY lh1.~:: st:a t~idl that he did llllOt 

know this man and bad never seen him prior to observing 
RAY's photograph on televisione He said that he would be 
glad to provide any information that he m'rht have regarding 
DA!LEY 9 inasmuch as DAILEY was the cause of his being paralyzed 
from the waist down and confined to a wheel chair. He stated 
that in September 9 1965 9 he had been shot by DAILEY in front 
of DAILEY 9 s Halfway Cafe located on Jeffer:soirn .~venue in St" 
Louis, Missouri. Re said that from ~pprox1rnately 1960 tc 
1965 he had. lived and b1!.llCT'J.:.'!N?:dl a:rr:o;uinHJ! tt\,~ Jeffer:S,Glltll=L:afayette=Park 
area and!. had become involved in sever.'31.] f'ig-hts d.uriilllg that 
;period of time O He :said. oin.e of these LL_.- ts was between he 
a1P~d DAliLl~Y, wlb.o he had been toldl by :so1rnecone b.ad been hi.red to 
shoot him. He said as a result of this fight with DAILEY, 
DAILEY had llllis jaw brokellli aJJJ1d. lh,e (CONAWAY} \'.ifi'as s,entenieed to 
the Workhouse. J 0 D0 DAILEY had the reputation of being pretty 
tough and had a lot of contacts in that area and was known to 
have gambling going on :ai.t the H:alfw:my Caf,e. DAilLEY bias on 
several occasions travelled to Poplar Bluff, Missouri 9 where 
he g:aimbJLed some pJLace \lllnkno1wn to CONAWAY. CONAWAY advised 
that the only friend that he knew who was rather close to 
DAILEY ,va.s a man lntamed JOlHN MON}[CO, wlhto ran the K-Jlaven Bar' Ollll 

L:afay~ t tr~ and who he (CO:l\UiWAY) thought may have ma.de J. D. 
DAl.(Lf,;\ _, bond after DA]J_,,E'f had shot lhiimo Also, he was :awart'o 
of the fact that DAIL£Y would gamble at~ place called the 
Cedar JI:rm 1 located O)(], tht~ :East Side in Illinois. He also 
recalled that there wa:s a lb>olOidsmaJ.'] with'mnom he was acquainted 
who also knew DAILEY quit,e well whost:" in:ame was H:OlViER TOWNSLEY 0 

CONAWAY said that h.e did not know aJD1yone by the name of THOMAS 
BEECHUM CREWSo CONAWAY said that he has not seen DAILEY since 
the shooting and was still considering prosecution in this 
matter. 
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CONAWAY introduced the Agents to Mrs. HAZEL HELVEY, 
who advised that she had formerly frequented the same area as 
mentioned above, but could provide no additional information 
to that provided by her brother. She stated that her husband 
who had formerly resided in St. Louis County was recently 
murdered and his body found in a field in Salem, Missouri. 
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RELATIVES 

JERRY RA YNES - FATHER 
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RE: RAY RELATIVES - JERRY RAYNES 

AT CENTER, MISSOURI 

The following investigation was conducted by SAs 
WILLIAM R. DUNCAN and JAMES A. DUFFEY on April 19, 1968: 

Mr. JOHN RODGERS, Cashier, Center State Bank, ad­
vised that a Mr. JERRY RAYNES resided approximately 4½ miles 
southeast of Center, Missouri, on a small acreage he purchased 
at a Sheriff 1 s Sale, September 6, 1967. He recalls having 
seen Mr. HAYNES at that time and described him as an elderly 
man. He stated the bank had an interest in the sale of the 
property. He has not seen Mr. RAYNES since. He suggested 
that Mr. HAROLD MAIDEN, next door neighbor of Mr. RAYNES 
would be a reliable individual to contact. 

Mr. HAROLD MAIDEN, Route 2 1 Center, Missouri, ad­
vised Mr. JERRY RAYNES purchased property adjoining his in 
the fall of 1967. Mr. RAYNES lives alone and has two automo­
biles, a 1967 Nash Rambler, color tan, and a white over red, 
1961 Plymouth. He stated that RAYNES is retired but hns indi­
cated he had eight children and had been married twice. Itis 
his understanding that the mother of the children is dead. 
Mr. MAIDEN advised he had observed a younger woman with two 
small children visiting Mr. RAYNES on occasional weekends, but 
that no other persons have visited him to his knowledge. He 
states that Mr. RAYNES appeared to be approximately 69 years 
of age. RAYNES has telephone number AM 7-3467. 

These Special Agents personally observed the RAYNES 
property on the above date and noted it was located on a 
knoll next to the Center, Missouri, city dump. The house was 
small and appeared to have two or three rooms. One tan Nash 
automobile and one whiteover red Plymouth automobile were 
observed parked in the yard. Lights were on in the house and 
one male individual could be observed inside. 

ff 
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