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;He stated while at Leavenworth Prison, RAY's associate
and co-defendant did nothing but 1ift weights and attempt
to improve his physique. -

He described this co-defendant as being a white
male, age 36, at that time, 5'10" to 6', 180 pounds, and
well built.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date MaV 33 1968

] RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS,currently incarcerated Whitfield
County Jail, Dalton, Georgia,advised that he has spant time in
prison on two or three occasions with JAMES EARL RAY, CURTIS
advised he first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY in March
-1955 at the Jackson County Jail, Xansas City, Missouri. He
stated RAY was incarcerated at ths Jackson County Jail on
Post Office burglary charges &8nd had just recently been released
from prison in Menard, Illinois, prior to his incarceration at
Jackson County. CURTIS at the same time was under arrest for
armed robbery and bank robbery Iin the Missouri area. During
this period, CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for
approximately six to seven months. While cellmates, CURTIS
recalled that RAY had a close friend, name unrecalled, who
visited him while RAY was at the Jackson County Prison, This
friend had been a former cellmate of RAY when RAY was lncarcerated
at Menard, Illinois. . CURTIS never actually saw this man dbut
knew that RAY had severalvisits from one particular individual,
This man kept RAY in svending mongy while RAY was in Jackson
County Jail and in CURTIS' opinion this individual would harbor
RAY if RAY were on escape.

|

CURTIS went on to say that RAY had another close
friend, name unrecalled, of Italian descent, apparsntly a
"pig man" in the syndicate, This Italian had apvarentiy
operated with RAY in the past and both he and RAY had engaged

After six or seven months as cellmates at Jackson
County Jail, RAY was sentenced to three years on the Post Office
burglary charges and transferred to Leavenworth Fsderal Penitentia:x
Two weeks later CURTIS received a 16-year sentence for bank robter:
and also was sent to Leavenworth., While confined at Leavenwcrth
together, RAY spoke of no girlfriends and correspondad with none .
to the best of CURTIS' knowledge. Whille in Leavenworth, LAY
mentioned that he "operated” frequently out of Quincy, Illincis,

By "operatad", RAY meant "engaged in burglary and payroll jcbe.”

CURTIS

gald that while he and RAY were incarcerated thor

- 47 ~

. . 1 2R
i On ’4/?;1,/68 at. nFL'Ltr‘l’;’ G@grgia File # Atlanta Lh..2385
{ SA THOMAS R, HENRY, JR. : Jhs 1 /25,/68
by. Date dictated N -
[ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBl and Is looned to your ageniy;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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enéaged in crooked poker games and took fellcocw prisoners
for money. In the ovninion of CURTIS, RAY was a good poker
player and an excellent card handler. During this incarceration
RAY mentioned underworld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled,
in Chicago, Detrolt, Tampa, and the Tijuana, Mexico area,
CURTIS want on to say that after serving seven to eight menths with
RAY at Leavenworth he was transferred to the United States Penitentiar]
Atlanta, Georgia. CURTIS served six to seven years in the United
Sttes Penitentiary, Atlanta, and in June 1962 was released but
sent back to the Missourl State Penitentlary, Jefferson City,
Missourl, to serve time on armsd robbery charges. While in the
state penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, CURTIS agailn
was incarcerated with JAMES EARL RAY, On occasicng they were
in the same cell together in "B" Hall and 'C" KHall, Thur gervad

together from 1962 to 1666.

were together in a three-man
CURTIS °a*d could verify the
refused to ldentify.but whom

Wnile in "B" and "C" Halls they
cell with a2 third indiviuuaW who
following facts but whom CURTIS
CURTIS refused to identify:

CURTIS stated that during this
JOHN F. KENNEDY was assassinated and word from the outside filtered
into the “ri on that th*s was probably a consplracy. Word canme
in that KENNEDY had a bount( on h's head, CDRTIS wzg unavle
give further details on the "bounty". He said in 1963-1064
Dr. King's mcvements became ‘one of the topics of cc nverS“tion at
the state penitentiary. Word got around to the inmates that the
"KK of the South" who apvarentlv went to businessmen and had raised
approximately a million dollars, had a 'bounty”" with thk wmoney on
KING's heed. CURT Ib was unable to gilve further details or

information regard: "X of thz South',

incarceration Pre sident

to

CURYIS said
release RPY m»“t¢oL=
about a "bounty" o
he would have mdde every
apnroximately a dozen Ulmes
out in Ene and 17 ”IWG was
Ybounty! on KING",
get thls "bounty"
hor¢to concact such peonle.

known
had he b», cut
. DAY zlso said
S>f CURTIS "if
¢3U(i]ik; to get
would conta
criminul elemant

N
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CU RZIS went on to say that the abCVr
KING made by RAY were heard by the third cc
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@ In addition CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend
in New Orleans, Louisiana (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) COIN (phonetic)
who was apparently a "fence". This man was well connected

with the hoodlum element, however, was quite old and in the
opinion of RAY was in 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In

the opinion of CURTIS this individual would definitely harbor

RAY. CURTIS knew no close friends or assoclates of RAY,

RAY, 2llegedly through prison grapevine, had a wife but this

was never mentioned by RAY., CURTIS said, however, a few prisoners
mentioned family connections. Wnile in prison RAY also mentioned
gambling in Los Angeles, California., No specific place in lLos
Angeles as to the gambling was mentioned. RAY in CURTIS' opinion
was a "high 1iver" when ocutside and would associate with
prostitutes taking one from toun to town,

RAY with regard to KING's killing indicabted he would
make all rules and would in all probability demand the "bvounty"
money be pubt in a bank. RAY mentioned thiece foreign countries,
whilch he had learndd about and which CURTIS assumed RAY would go
to if out of the United States. These foreign countries were
New Zealand, Brazil, and Switzerland. CURTIS viacs of the oplnion
that not over three people would be involved in the actual
agsaesination. It would have been well planned with diversionary
measures and in the opinion of CURTIS a second individual, not
RAY, would have driven the getaway car to Atlanta as a
diversionary masasure.

CURTIS sald he would not testify to the above facts
because if he did testify to this information hes would fear for
his 1life,
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

‘UNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .ST ICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: SA ALAN G. SENTINELILA Office: Atlanta, Georgisa
Date: May 17, 1968

Field Office File #: AT 4L..2385 Bureau File #: 44 -38861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY,
I0 Number 4182
; WEF Number 4L42-A
f DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
! ' VICTIM
Charactes:
‘ CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID
CONFINEMENT - ROBB3ERY

Synopsis:

Results of F2I Laboratory examination of items

obtained from 1966 Mustang and during search of subject's

+ room set forth. Fibers on several 1tems 1in Mustang could

' have come from bedspread in which rifle previously located
In Memphis, Tenn., was wrapped. One latent [ingerprint on
map of Mexico located in room determined identical with a
latent fingerprint on above rifle and binoculars also
located in Memphis. Reinterviews of "GALT's" landlord did
not produce information of significance. Landlord identifled
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as being photograph of individual
known to him as "GALT." Operator of neighborhood laundry
used by "GALT" identified photograph of RAY as being good
likeness of "GALT." 1Interviews with LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA
and RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS previously incarcerated with RAY
set forth. Unable to suggest subject's whereabouts. IN
VIEW OF CRIME FOR WHICH SUBJECT SOUGHT, HE SHOULD EBE
CONSIDERED AR#MaD AND DANGEROUS.

|
i

- P -

DETATILS:

This document contalns neither recommendautions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its ccntents Jdre not to be distributed outside yzur agency.

¢ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-0-273-878

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TABLE OF CONTENTS

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION BY FBI
LABORATORY AND IDENTIFICATICN
DIVISION
"A. Re 1966 Pord Mustang

B. Re Search of Subject's Room
PRESENCE OF SUBJECT IN ATLANTA
A, Reinterviews of Landlord

B. Use of Laundry

INTERVIEWS (OF FORMER JAIL MATES OF THE
SUBJECT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



;T‘44-2386

II

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION BY FBI LABORATORY
AND IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 14-2386

|

A. Re 1966 Ford Mustang
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of thie ‘..
.=tz LABORATORY __h .
FEDERAL BDUREAY OF KIVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
Momphis ror re APTAL 19, ;2968

‘u Aa\f 2 ..n)

! ‘ g - b. -
RepUrILIH Lab. Ne- FCwAZEO7 17 KB

ﬁ«uud&ﬁs JiX
rC"'{.\uu I;S Io)
IC-”"&SS us
PC-AGEDE IS

PC-A5520 KS

Specimens recetvedt /19 /03 when peryzonally deliveved by
SA A. P, Niller, from FBI, Atlonta (PC-A5627 1Z KS; D-550623

ITEMS TR0 1006 ¥FOUD MUSTALG:

Q39
G20
GOl
F’f}“
o3
(;.)’1
Q25
o5
037
33
OJJ
€160
C1OL
Q102
G133
G1os
Q105
("1«, 3
G107
¢:1C3
QLoD
G110
Q111
112
G115
-,4.1‘4
Q115
GL1G
Q117

<

Tloor pat from right front floor
Filoor mat fron roor floow

I'looy na: fyen leit fveont Lloox
Ploor mat from,truﬂk

Aiy iilioxy cowviridse

whool jducin Zvon trunk

Loyl hl“ uhorL-uJLVutduubaﬁ shivt
Cuo Liow uvanunl, size T~0y

Cne vhite fitued shoet

Cno blochk and white ohivt Jacket
Cno plllouease

Cao fiited sheot with yellow thread
o blaocll sport ohided

One poir of sizme 34 valking shorts
nug dron trun:

¥illow fvom truns
Styrofonm container from fruni
Cno pair of woa's brown Hosis IXon truns
Cno huniing knife and shoath
Loare tire wpounting fron trunk
Lug veench from taunk
Cinowehandlod scerowiciver from trunk
Uoed windohicld wicser blade from trunk
Can Personna yazory blade !

251l soanlo ferom opore vwical euad tive
Viouum socopings Iroa iveat paszenjer sido
Voownm sooonings Lyon left froad i'i)’:)l‘
Voeouun syoopin iron yonRy floar
Vecwuns sveeplings fron frun
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cimons roceived 4/13/G5 wheon pervsonally delivered by
Ji(,‘. De u,.;;;p.:au.m}, }.‘JJE, Atlianta thauudd g IS5 }’;Z)
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Results of enaninatic

& proviously mitted bedspread, spocinen QL3, is
b‘ﬁ“% CGVLOA IDNE grcen cotton iibers “nd green
“aV4ﬁ Loy Drownt cotton fibors, groeon cotten fibors ﬁnd greon
rayon s that could hav e x'ea tho Qla Lﬂad, :md were
found on .25, (27 through Q104 and G100 and in tho Q117 suweepings,
Mo sueh fibers vworoe found G329 tz'*ou"‘z F“" or in tihe Qll4
throuzgh G116 sweepings,

& Aiko tho hairs p
the G103 zlupor bog, oo tha =0 towel, on
aad on the 33 th'“vvua worg found on (93,
3 arc G143, Whese hoirs could have core £
It is gointed ont and bﬂers ¢o not pononc
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and Q18D are standard itons
with Musta

Spccinﬁ 33 is a dork blue ; sleoved
of nodiuwm cize, H ols or lnundry po *; vore fou
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throush G183, QLSO ound Gl are elthor oo limited in awmount
Si wnesus delrdis to be of value forx

they thon for elindination pwrposes,

£h
or too nixed wiith miscalln
signiilcent comporisons o

: The solls {rom the car were differeant from K30 and
44 throuzh ¥52 in phryosical chovncteristics and composition
and, thercicre, did not come Ifron the sources of K30 and 44
through LLD,

o soil of value for sicnificant comﬁa *ison was found
on (32 throuch G100 cr in the vacuvn sveopings, specimeons Q1ll4d
through QL17. Tho nincral gnw‘ls 1u Qll& thrau;m (G117 consisis
of typical cox floor dobris, niscellancous maicr‘nl'
from nuperous sources, 1O vz%ﬂrﬂl 3 of oppavrent siznifican

was Jound Ia GL14 through Q117

ho seraoings from under tho glove comparinoat, Qlid,
éo! nat centaian blood,

Ho troces

any alco*cls £33 5 i were identifzed
this spoecinen,
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AT 44.-2386

B. Re Search of Subject's Room
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.JS__ﬁ LAB ORATO AY

FEDZOAL BUDEAY 6F LIVESTIAATION
‘51;’1&)-133:3@?@63’ Dl (3- £a \.}{)35
Memphis (44-1987) © pate: April 23, 1968
: FBI File No. 44-38861

Lab. No. D-560880 JK
PC~-A5688 17

Specimins received 4/16/68

Q174
Q175
Q176

QL77

~-Q178
Q179
-Q180
Q181
Q182
Q183
Q184
Q185
Q186
© Q187
Q188
Q189
Q130
Qlo1l
Q192
Q193
Q194
Q195
Q196
Q197
Qlos
Q199
Q200
Q201
Q202
Q203

Booklet entitled "What is the John Birch Society”
Gulf 0il Company map of Atlanta .
Y"Arrow'" map of Greater Atlanta

Box of Nabisco Saltine Crackers

Jar of French's Mustard

Coffee cup

Water glass

Small can of Carnation Evaporated Milk

Jar of Maxwell House Instant Coffee

Box of "C & H" Sugar

One knife (Forgecraft)

One National's Citation pencil

VWire electric cup heater :

One portable Zenith television model #N 2205-8

Jar of Kraft's Catalina French Dressing

Package of Gelden Grain California Lima Beans

Can of "Iris'" ground black pepper

Box of five National's Citation pencils

Gulf map of Southeastern USA-

Shell map of Texas and Oklahoma

Map of Mexico :

Map of Los Angeles published by Mitock & Sons

Map of Los Angeles (Atlantic Richfield Co.)

Shell map of Lou1 iana

Map of C“11¢orn1a

Enco map of Arizona and New Mexico

Standard O0il map of Birmingham and vicinity

Tie (Brown with brown, blue and silver diagonal stripes)
Pair of grey trousers

Booklet entitled "Your Opportunities in Locksmithing"

12
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Result of examination:

: Examination of Q176 ("Arrow'" map of Atlanta) revealed
the following markings: In area number 1?7, ink lines were noted on ~
Daniel Street between Arbor Avenue and Boulevard Drive; in area
number 03 an ink circle approximately 3/8 inch in diameter the
center of which would be approximately on Auburn Avenue atCourtland;
in area nuwoer'lé, two ink circles which are approximately concentric
with diamneters of about 1/4 inch and 1/2 inch, The centers of these
two circles lie approxinmately at the intersection of Simpson Road
and Paines; in area number 09 an ink cirecle approxinately 1/2 inch
in diameter and ithe numeral 10 were noted. The center of this
circle lies approximately on 1l4th Street between Crescent Avenue
and Peachtree Road; in area number €3 an ink circle approx1nately
3/8 inch in diameter appears, The center of this circle is
approximately at the neeting place of Highland View and Ponce de
Leon Terracoc R s : : T

i

The notatlons sect out below were observed on Q196 -

("Atlantic Richfield Co,." street mavp of Los Angeles,') On the
top of that sidec of this map which contains the alphabetical

street listings 2 small pencil circle was noted in the "Van Nuys

DlerlCt" at tne 1ﬂtersectlon of Buffalo Avenue and Oxnard Stireet,

On the lqrve map on the other side of this map the
following markings were noted in the Beverly Hills area., Two
vertical lines in ink at the east end of the park which is located

at Clympic Boulevard and Heath Avenug; vertical iines in ink at
San Vicente Boulevard and lasselin Avenue; an ink line running
between the two vertical lines previously mentioned generally
followinv Pico Boulevard and Packard Street; an ink line extending
the vertical lines at the park along Olympic Boulevard to Alired
-Street.

: . An ink line at the intersection of Beverly Glen
Boulevard and Voodruff; an ink line at the intersection of Beverly
Glen Boulevard and Warnall Avenue,

Also noted was an ink marking at Sunset Eoulevard and
Palm Drive,

i
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Ink parentheses were noted around the words "Somma Way"
and "“"Rocca Pl" which are located in Stone Canyon,
- The pair of trousers, specimen Q202, is old and soiled,
The lining and pockets are yellowed, the two front pockets have
holes in them and the edge of the left front pocket is threadbare,
The trousers have a "NEEDLECRAFT" label, The waist is 34 1/2
inches and the inseam is 26 inches., A name handwritten in black
on the right rear pocket is probably a cleaners mark, This name
appears to be "Z SOLOFF;" however, the last two letters are not
clear, No invisible cleaners marks were found on Q202,

Several brown to dark brown head hairs of Caucasian
origin were found on the trousers and in the pocket debris,
These hairs are different from the hairs from the Mustang and
Memphis scene, It was concluded that they did not originate from
the same source, No hairs were found on the Q201 necktie,

Nofibers were found on the Q202 trousers or on the Q201
necktie that could be assdziated with cloth items previously
csubmittced in this casec,

No marks or labels were found on the Q201 necktie,

Examination of the other items described above -
disclosed no other pertinent information,

The submitted evidence has been retained,
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e FEDERTL BUREAU 9;’2 SEE%?E?GME@N
| * REPORQT
IDELTIFICATION - DIVISION

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOUR FILE NO. 44-2386 April 19, 1968
FBI FILE NO. 44.38861

LATENT CASE NO. 91075

TO:

SAC, Atlanta

MURKIN

|
|
REFERENCE:  Letter 4-15-68

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY:, At].anta.

SPECIMENS: Portable TV and numerous items from storage
room in Rooming House at 113 Fourteenth Street,
Atlanta, Georgia, Q174 through Q200, and Q203

Six latent fingerprints and one latent impression,
which may be a fingerprint, impression of lower joint of a
finger, or partial palm print, were developed on map of Mexico,
Q194. No other latent impressions of value found or developed.

One of the latent fingerprints on the map is identical
with the latent fingerprint previously reported on the rifle, Q2,
and with the latent fingerprint previously reported on binoculars,
Q14. Other latent prints on the map compared with latent prints
previously reported in this case, but no identification effected.

bver, Director
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SAC, Atlanta April 19, 1968

Results of laboratory examination and disposition
of specimens subject of separate report.

| This report confirms and supplements Butel of
4-17-68.
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_FD-30?7 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN

Date APT11 30 1968

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, 107 - 14th Street, N,E,, '
Atlanta, Georgia, was. interviewed at his place of employment,
The Vista Cafeterla, 1052 Northside Drive, N.W., Atlant,
Georgla,

At the outset of the interview, GARNER acknowledged
that he had been on a prolonged "drunk" since about Friday,
April 19, 1968, and was at the time of the interview in the
throes of a "terrific hangover." GARNER explained that he
has had a continual drinking problem for the past few years
in that he has from time to time "gone on drinking sprees"
for periods lasting several days in duration,

GARNER at this time acknowledged that he was
previously on one of his "drunks" from a period beginning
about March 22, 1968 through about March 30, 1968 which
included the first week that tne man known to him as ERIC S,
GALIT resided at the rooming house operated by GARNER at
113 - 14th Street, N,E., Atlanta, Georgla.

GARNER said that despite his being in the throes
of a "hangover" resulting from his most recent drinking
binge, he now felt able to again recount his recolletions
of his contacts with "GALT". GARNER provided the following
information: :

GARNER began drinking in his room at 107 - 1l4th
Street about Friday, March 22, 1968, On Sunday afternoon,
before darkness (exact time unknown but possikly between
3:00 and 4:00 p.m.) the man whom he later knew as ERIC S.
GALT appeared at GARNER's door. GARNER said he now believes
the door to his room was open, and that he (GARNER) was
sitting in a chalr in his room in a drunken condition.
GARNER recalls that "GALT" inquired regarding obtaining
a single room, At the time the rooming house at 113 -
14th Street, N.,E, had been closed for sometime possibly
three or four weeks. This rooming house had been closed
because it had become "infested with 'hippies'" and the

Atlanta 44.2386
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only way he could get them to move from the rooming house was

to close it up., When "GALT" asked for a single room, there

was no single room available in the rooming house at 107 - 14th
Street, N.E. so he decided to put "GALT" in the rooming house at
113 -~ 14th Street, N.E. Accordingly, "GALT" was the first
roomer in this rooming house for several weeks,

GARNER now recalls that "GALT" produced a partly
consumed quart or fifth size bottle of vodka. This bottle was
square in shape but the brand name :could not be recalled. He
believes he may have had a drink with "GAIT" in his (GARNER's)
room at 107 ~ 1li4th Street, N,E, after which he accompanied

"GALT" to the rooming house next door where he showed "GALT"

room number 2. When "GALT" stated that the room was quite
small, GARNER opened the door connecting with room number 4
which is utilized normally as a storage room and which as no
windows, GARNER told "GALT" he could use the connecting room
and at this time there was some mention made that "GALT"
would put his television set on the d eskX .in room number 4
as well as other articles belonging to "GALT", GARNER recalls
that the connecting door is equipped with a hasp and padlock
and that he (GARNER) upon unlocking and opening this door,
replaced the padlock, (inlocked) on the hasp. GARNER said he

did not see the television or other items belonging to "GALT"
at this time and has no clear recollection of ever seeing any
of "GALT's" possession prior to "GALT's" departure from this
address, .

GARNER also recalls that "GAIT" left the partly
consumed bottle of vodka with GARNER and that after showing
"GALT" to his room, GARNER returned to 107 - 14th Street, N.E.
where he continued to drink.

He Said the vodka bottle was undoubtedly thrown
away in the trash.

_ GARNER states that he is unable to recall any of the
conversations he may have had with "GALT," When specifically

‘asked whether "GALT" had stated how he happened to pick this

particular rooming house; where he had come from; whether he
had made inquiries about places to eat, laundry and drycleaning
fédcilities or service to his automobile, GARNER saild he cannot:
recall any conversation concerning these or similar matters,
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He reiterated that his contact with "CGALT" on this occasicn is very
hazy because of his intoxicated condition, '

At this point, GARNER stated that information previously
provided to Agents concerning having obtained "GALT's' name at
the time of initial contact was probably erroneous because ke
now recalls that he did not have "GALT'" write his name at this
time but that this was done a week later on March 31, 1968, when
"GALT" paid GARNER for a secord week's rent in advance.

GARNER said that he continued his drinking activities

on through the week of March 24, 1968.and did nrot begin to

sobexr up until the following weekend., He canuct clearly rcecall
any of his actions during this week but has a2 hazy vecollectieon
of going to "GALT's'" room at 113 - 14th Street, N.E. about
Tuesday night and of again having scme drinks with "GALT'" in this
room, He states that he cannot recall any of the conversations
with "GAIT' at this time and he does not recall observing any of the
items that might have been in room number 2, He dces nof recall
why he happened to go to the room but suspected that he may have
been '"checking the building" and just dropped in %o visit with
"GALT" when he discovered he was in the room. He believa2s {his
was Tuesday night, March 26, 1968, but is not sure of this.

' CARNER also statad that seetime during the first
possibly on VWednesday, he recalls walking across the stresi

scme envelopss, FHe said that he was still in a drunken

coadition but hazily recalls encountering a young man approximate
20 years of age in front of the Post Office who sdlressed GARMNIER

by name, This unknown individual asked GARNER a quastion to the
effect "Who was ths man X sayw you with last night in ibe

white Mustang?'" GARNER said this svggested to him that ke had
possibly gone with 'GALT" somewhere in "GALT's" autowobils while

ke (GARNER) was dead drurk but alihough be kas itried to recall
such an incident, be cannot recall ever being in "GALT's'" car,
GARNER vwas specifically questioned at this pont as to whether he
has any friends or acquaintances residing in the vicinity of
Highland View Street, Ponce de leon Terrace and Barmett Sireat,
N.E. GARKJER said that he did not know anyone in that nejghborhood
and cannot recall having visitsed that neighhwhood on any cccasion
in the recent past,
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Several efforts were made to encourage GARNER to
recall additional infcrmation concerning the unknown man who
questioned him concerning being in the white Mustang, but
he repeatedly stated that ke just does not know this person but
tat it is possibly someone who has been a patron at one of the

restaurants vhich GARNER has operated in the past,

GARNER recalls no further contact with "GALT" until
Sunday, March 31, 1968, At this time GARNER had "beguun to
sober up' and went to the rooming house at 113 - 1l4th Street,
N.E. to check the rcoms, He said he does this frequently to
be sure that the "hippies" have not again invaded these prenises,
On this occasion, he encountered "GALT" in thelnrll, At this
time, "GALT'" said "he might as well pay him for another week,"
GARNER said that he did not enter "GALT's" room at this time
but picked up a1 envelo pe which was lying on the table
in the hall and it was at tnis time be had "GALT" print his
mne thereon with the view of transferring the name to his
permarent records when GARNER returred to his own rocm, GARNER
said he knows he was paid in cash but deoes mt recall the denomization
of the bills or any further coanversation with "GALT" at this tne,

- GARNER said that he remained in a sober ccndition from
March 31 until the bezinning of bis wost recent drinking srree
on April 19, 1968, He is, agcordingly, sure that he did not
see "GALT" again after he was paid on Sunday, March 31, 16€8.
He said he may have seen "GALT's" automobile parked in the
rear of 113 - 1l4th Street, N.E, at varicus times during the
weck, but could not be positive and does not recall any
specific dates, He noted that he dess not recall evor seaing
“GALT's" car parked in the parking lot bakind the rocming house
vhen GARNER returnsed frem his restaurant to 14th Stxest about
4:00 p.m, He said tkat when and if be saw the car, it is kis
best recollection that it would bave keen dunying ths early
morning hours when he left to go to the restauvrant or possibly
late in the evening., He stated ke retains thke inpression that
"GALT" left the rooming house scmetime in the wormning and
would not returz until quite late in the evening., He conceded
that it is pessible that the car may bave baen absent from the
rooming house for periods of 1wo or,three days wkile "GALT" s23s
a tenant there, '
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CARIER related ¢hat on Friday, April 3
went to his restaurant at 1052 Rorthside Drive, .V,
5:30 in the morming., He remained at that restaurant .
10:00 a,m, at which time he returned to the reooxning house
on 1l4th Street for the purpose of getting the liren ready to be
picked up by an employee of the Atlanta Linen Conpany which
performs the laundry services for GARNER, GARNER statad ithat
when help is available, he usually takes one of the fexnale
employees from the rest2urant when he goes to the rooning
houses on Friday to chauge the linen, He recalled, hows Ver,
that cn Friday, Apil 5, 1968, he was "short of hH]p" at the
restﬁurant and, aucqrdlnolv went alorg to get the limsn, Xe
believes he could have arrlved at the rooring ‘housse redwoe
10:00 and 10:30 a,n. at which time the driver for % i
Linen Company was waitl 1g for him, GARWER said ko
all of the occupled¢r00ﬂs and tock the liren frouile
Upcn entering room nurber 2 at 113 < 14th Street h.u.,
observed that the bed was made up but from the a@‘“”WNPe o
'the bed it locked as though someone had been 1v3m: R Lop
/the spread, He found on tOp of the bed a note nos 7 W
on a piece of cardboard of ths itype placed in ﬁalrh bw
laundry. This note¢ was apparently from "&nIT“ a3 S
he cannot recall the exact wordizg, statad sox
effect that "GALT" had to go to Birminghan and
in about 2 week to pick: up his tslavisicn and/o
GARNER said he tossed the noile in the wasice can in
obtained the linen from the bed which he fturnis
emp1oyee of the Atlanta aneﬂ Cuspanry.,

While in the ro%w he oLq zrved that &ye dooy
cornecting room number 2 and the adjacent storage $
locked but ke did not enter the reom at this i
what property had been left there by 'GALT',
he did enter the room and noted that a televisio:
room along with niscellaneous items which he cannot
recall that were lying on the desk in the room,

, GARNER said tkat he has rot received any word ox
comrlunication from "“GALT" concerning the properts Y
He cannot recall sesing "GALT" 121k $o ary of &
at either of the rooming houses and lnows nothi ;
of "GALT's"™ achivities whlle ke residaed at tuis R
certain that "GALT" did not mention having bean roierpad 4o
rooning house by anyone and feels that he would have reoall
even though he was in an intoxicated cxndition during a
portion of the time "GALT" resided there.,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/7/68

JIMMIE DELTON GAUNER) 107 - l4th Street, N.E,,
Atlanta, was interviewed at his place of business, 1052
Northside Drive, N,W,

GARNER specifically was asked regarding any
discussions he may recall with the man whom he knew as ERIC S,
GALT concerning drugs and/or narcotics. GARNER replied that
he could recall no conversation with "GALT" concexrning these
matters and can recall nothing to indicate GLT was using drugs
or narcotics,

i GARNER also was asked specifically whether he recalled
any conversation with . "GALT" concerning racial matters. GARNER
said he cannot recall any such conversation,

GARNER reiterated information previaisly furnished
that the only conversation with GALT was the one on March 31,
1968, at which time he was paid for an additional week's
rent, Fe again stated he is positive he did not encounter "GALT"
at 113 - 14th Street, N,E,, on Friday, April 5, 1968, when he
GARNER, went to that .address to remove the dirty linens to be given
to the laundry man,

GARNER said PERRY LEE ZACKERY, the cook at Garner's
Cafeteria, and another employee at the cafeteria, went to the
rooming houses on 14th Street on the afternocon of April 5,
1968, to make up the bkads, He cannot recall thé identity of
the woman who accompanied ZACKERY, but knows only it was a
Negro female whom le had picked up to work in the restaurant
as a dishwasher, H2 noted that during the past several
weeks, he has bhad numerous different women working at the
restaurant, andcannot specifically recall which one was working
on April 5, 1968, He suggested that EDNA JACKSON, who resides
at 646 VWhitaker Street, might have been the woman who
accompanied PERRY ZACKLRY to clean the rooming houses on
April 5 1968.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 9, 1968

JIMMY GARNER, 107 1l4th Street, Northeast, was
shown a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY in which he was wearing
a sult, white shirt, and fore-in-hand tie. He stated this
1s the best likeness he has seen to date of RAY and stated,
"If not him, it's his twin brother." »
. GARNER stated he has continued to try to recall

additlonal information concerning RAY and his brief stay
at 113 1l4th Street, Northeast; however, he has been unable
| -to recall any additional information.

.
on __ 5/6/68 at _Atlanta, Georgla = pje= _Atlanta L4-2386
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 9, 1968

‘; Mrs. ESTELLE PETERS, Piedmont Laundry, 1168
Peachtree Street, Northeast, was shown a photograph of
JAMES EARL RAY in whilch he 1s wearling a dark suit, white
shirt, and fore-in-hand tle. She stated she believes the
photograph of RAY in which he was wearing a bowtie is a
better likeness, however, stated the more recent photograph
in which he 1s wearing a fore-in-hand tile looks older and
the eyes and nose appear very similar.

She stated she has been unable to recall any
addlitional information concerning the individual whom she
knew as ERIC S. GALT.

i
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| On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,

" JOSEPH G, SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jall, Marietta,
Georgia. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missourl State Prison, Jefferson City, Missourl. He stated
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acqualnted for
-approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missourl
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
still lncarcerated. He stated he had been the chlef cook
at the Missourl State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer.

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initlated the conversation 1f he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer., He stated he had never

~known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge,
he has never known RAY %o zmoke. He stated RAY had a falr
complexion, whilch was blobchy, having plmples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his head during the entire time he had khown
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash, He stated this rash
was very noticeable due to the tyre of haircut in the
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on thils rash,
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running
around”" in St. Louls, Missocuri. He normally talked about
two glrl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight
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(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the cther girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbla, Missourl, and it was his 1mpression
this glrl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA acdviseé RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penitentiary,
having been made from white metal wilth raised initials.

He stated RAY never smliled, bu%t when he smiled, 1t looked
like a smirk, Ee advised RAY was clean and nhot sloppy

in hils dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and
consldered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softhall games as a piltcher and would watch all
of the baseball ganes at the Penitentiary, however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professlional baseball.

DOWDA .stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petiticned for the right to have
their own religlous services. He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prilsoners had unceovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stateﬁ the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a rict at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed. DOWDA sftated he would not say RAY
lad knifed these Negro priscrers, but did say that if RAY
had not krnifed them, he definltely krew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY cdefinltely was a raclst and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement ang
firmly belleved that alil the Negro prisoners 1inslde the
Penitentiary shou:ld be killed. He stated RAY had on
several occasilons made the statement that 1f the price were
right, he would ki1l1 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
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DOWDA advised he would not be surgrised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missourli State Prison by going out of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in thls escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaplng from the Penitentlary
prilor to this. DOWDA advised he doces not believe RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prlor to LOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated while in prilson, RAY was particularly
Interested in Western misic. He statzd he does not recall
RAY ever mentloning arything abouvt dancing. He stated that
duripng this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Priscn and RAY would
never miss these pebformances. He stated RAY often talked
about plannirg to go to the Lzke of the Ozarks when he got
out of phioov DCWDA bga.ed he would kave no idea who RAY
would ccntact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY thers, he would first £ind out who was
selling dope and through this perscon, locate RAY., He stated
RAY had talked atout being c¢n dope prior to being in the
Missourl State Prison. U\ advised RAY had to have an out-
slde source o¢f income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was coating RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well f*xcd, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spert $15 to $20 a week for
personal coanveniences., He stated RAY, while in prison,
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1s certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other priscners, stating he has known RAY

to glve free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, bufb
admitted he has ftaken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missourl
State Prison.

- DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchenr of the Misgourl State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARI RAY and 1t was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN 0O, GOODIN was a civililan in charge of the kitchen
and he is certalin GOODIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamlne in%o the prlson. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missourl State Prison and was respon-
sihle for bringing RAY Zntc the kitchen. He stated ARBBY
at this time was chlefl cook at the prison. He belleves
ABBY was serving time for breakling into a drug store and
he dces know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY 1is p"eseﬁ,lv in custody buit does not b°lleve he is
presently in the Missourl State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's
wife was a psyckhiatrist at the Napa State Hospltal, which
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1s located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he 1s presently in Marletta,
Georgila. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inqulring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida., DOWDA clalms he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him, He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentloned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgla, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia,
who was an inmate at the Misscurl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgia. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detalner against him and telleves WHITE 1s still
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison.

DOWDA advlised he had wade a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides
at Palos Verdes, Californla. He statad GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferacn City and while there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any ipgulry concernlng RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning 3Xnmates inasmich as hls wife did not know
he was a former inmate of the Missourl State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas Cilty, Missourl, aresa
and attempted to lozate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in trke Missouri State Prison as PAUT. ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL had been released approximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together

33
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after thelr release from prlson. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although
he was acquainted with RAY, he dld not belleve LAIL was a
particularly gocd friend of RAY. He stated after hls return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR.
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm
Springs, West Palm Beach Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221, He stated LAIL in Febvua"y of 1968 was out of a Jjob
and had come to Marietta, Georgla, looking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately cne and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ino RAY which might assist in his location, but in the
event he remembered anything additional, he would contact
the FBI,
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rhe ollow;nv inves rtion was conducted by
SA JAMES RICIA FLICK on Apri_ 1968 at Marietta,
Georglﬂ

LEWIL RAYLIOND DOWDA was interviewed at the

®bb County Jail, lMarietta, Georgia, where he was incarcerated
and provided the fcllowing informatlon regarding JANES
EARL RAY:

\
L . OWVDA advised after the interview with agents

n APril ?4, 1968, he recalled that he had also bhaen
emnlovoc by Liggett Lane (phonatic) Drug Company at Tenth
and P2achtres Strests, Atlanta, Gzorgis. DOWDA advisad

he was employﬂﬂ theres as the manzager in the soda fountain

epartment. OVDA advised that he had learn=zd previcusly
that thz subjcc ALES HARL RAY, had bh2en seen in Atlanta
and thought90331b1y he might have conmne looking for DOWDA,
DOWDA stat2d he had no idea whather or not RAY mvﬂht have

i

been aware of his enployment, but stated thore was & possitlity

that he may have bzen. DOUDA continued he had bepn emnlovad

at hlﬁ“wtt Lﬁpm Drug Compnany around November or Dacembor

oif 1867 DGYDA stated during that time he worked undar
T (Llrst L“me Un'-newn) CHOTAS, who was the Gensral lia
f Liggett Lanz Drug Stores and worked with EDITH (Lagt

Namu Unknown) who bzcame the llanager of the soda Ffountain

¥ '\"l’l‘("
nagay

.

<
deparitment after DOWDA left their emnlovmant. DOVDA ac
if RAY had ever come into the Liggett Lane Drug Store
looking for him these two persons would have bzzn the persons
most likely to have heen contacted in this regarda.

11
ivised

DOWDA stated he had a e any informnation
that anyoneg similar to RAY had b 5 ne hin but stated
that there was a uistincet possihkiit 1 this may have been
true.

DOWDA Ffurther lvigzdg oy n2 after he had bhoen

by azents i : ietta sorzia, at th2 Bonanza
h° haa a Oy J by vercsons, who he could
i nhenz ¢all had baen made to
ietta sroun! Movanb2r orv
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December, 1867, and was receivad t that time by either

LLOYD JiRIIGAIT or DAI AYSR3 (Phonatic). DOVDA advised that
hz 'was not certain which of these persons rcczived this

phona call but was advised that the person who called ledft

no phon2 nunbsy and apparently did noct identify hinzelf

to the pzrson who received the telephone call. DOVDA advised
he had no idea who the phonz c2ll may have been from and
stated that he never <&l receive any further information about
this call, nor was thz call cver completed to hin.

DOWDA stated as best he could recall the phone call
night have originated in Cklahoma, but stataed that neithaer
he nor, as best ha could recall, RAY had cny mutual friends
in that arza.

!

0. ENO IS HA0N : Gawall 1111 Road, laorictta,
Gzorgia, advincd that L AV DDA had bﬂ n onnlowuu
by him as a tractor drive all arcund assistant fron
March &, 1968 to A-n‘l] 12, %6 HAMDPRED advisad that
during this tims DIVDA had v ad satisfactorily for hin
every day that thay could havo morLed, woeathor permitting.
HNMmRIE advicsed the total duration of this tince was :‘.7“““""‘"11.(’1\’
five weeks and stated that as bast he ceuld recall at no tinn
did DOWDA ever leave this area. HENBREX continuzd that on
two oy threc occasions, DOWDA had worled on Saturdavs, but
had never worked on any Sundays during this time. L RRE

advised thers was no way to specifically determine the

exact dat2s on which DOWDA workad, butl »rovided th» following
dates on which DOVDA was paid and the aounts.

Date Anount of Chrock

March 8, 1968
March 15,
March 22,

March
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Date Anount of Chsck

April 5, 1968 $60
April 21, 1968 $80. 64

HEMBREE stated during this five or six week
period, he had made two loanz to DOWDA in two checks, one
for $30 and one for $10. HEMBREE advised that if DOWDA
were to have bz3ean emifyed five days per week, his checks
would run approximately 890 to $115. HUIIBREL advised
that all of tha chachks indicate that DOUDA may not have
possibly worked all five days of the week, but again
stated that this was dus to the weather, stating that in
rainy-type weather it was impozsible for them to worlk.

HEMBELE stated that DOWDA had been a satisfactory.
employee while working for him.
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On April 29, 1968, LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA was interviewed
at.the Marietta City Jail, larietta, Georgia, by Special Agents
ROEBLRT B, PaRRY, JAMES RICHARD FLICK and JACK T, BEVERSTEIN,
DOWDA had been transferred to this jail due to an escape attempt
by other prisoners at the Cobb County, Geoxgia, Jail.

DOWDA advised JAMES EARL RAY had been very close to
(First Nam=2 Unknown) "PUNCHY" MILLYR, an ex-boxer who had
worked in the kitchen at the Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP),
MYILLER had bzen one of the leaders at the MSP and was removed
from ths kitchan after the accidental killing by him of another
prisoner during a fight, DOWDA stated hz had no knowledge
that HILLER was engaged in the digtribution of amphetamines
at the prison, e stated NHNILLYER was released from prison and
went to a town located close to the N3P, where he started
rassing bad checks, BuHNJANUTI O, GOODIIl, Supervisor in the
MSP kitchen, tried to retrirca these bad checks, but was
unable to do so bzfore MILLuR was returned to prison for
passing bad checks., DOWDA could not explain why GOODIN should
make MILLYR's checks good, DOVDA stated GOODIN had been in
the U, S. Navy and had served aboard several ships which
wexre sunk, He stated GOODIN reports to the Veterans Administration
weekly and is on scm2 kind of drugs, which he believes MILLER
obtains by prescription, He advised RAY was not particularly
close to LEO BARNETT, He stated LEO BARIETT's mother lives in
Flat River, Migsouri cidins a buother, DARRULL BARMETT, who is
in the MSP,

DCYDA advised that in April, 1967, he bhad taken a trip
tc Missouri and had gone to ¥lat River in an effort to locate
LEO BARMYTT, He stated BARNETT's mother told him LEO was
serving time in the penitentiary in ¥Florida, He stated he then
returned to Georgia without seeiny any of the guards or anyone
else in liissouri, He advised on his'reﬁurn trip he had moet
"DINK®" CuUMLEY in a bar in Alabama, He gtated CHUMIRY vas
having trouble with his wife, who had burned 211 CHIILLY's
clothzs and he was enroute to Georgia in an effort to get away
from Ber. He stated CHUNILYEY decided to come to Marietta, Georgia,
with him, which_ he did, DOWDA stated the trip to lMissourid
only took him three days and again denied having contacted anyone
else,

38
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1 DOWDA stated CHUMLEY stayed in the Atlanta area for
several months and then left to go to South Carolina to sce
a girl friend., He advised CHUMLEY returned from South Carolina
and told DOVDA that he had a job and was working somewhere in
Atlanta, Georgia., DOWDA stated he has no idea concerning the
present whereabouts of CHUMNLEY,

DOWDA advised that RAY, while in prison, worked as
a bread slicer and only earned between $5 and $6 per month,
but never seemed to want for money, He stated RAY, while in
prison, always wore his hair short., Ile stated RAY only mentioned
two girls while in prison and from conversation, DOJDA felt
RAY thought more of the girl he had met at Columbia, Missouri,
than the girl he had met at the Gaslight.

DOVDA advised M31i, ABREY (phonetic) was 2 supplier
of amphetamines in the ISP, He stated he believed oBBY's
source was HAROLD SCHARFZIR, a guard at thz kitchen gate of
the prison. He stated ABELB nearly ran the K liall and after
his transfer to C Hall, ADBY nearly ran it also, He stated
ABBY could get his cell door open by guards anytime he wanted.

DOWDA advised the main supplier of amphetamincs

in MSP was a prisoner whose name he does not now recall,
This person was known by two initials and he was serving a
long sentence for the fatal shooting of 2 St. Louis police
officer., HHe advised this pecrson attempted 1o escape several
times and was almost in complete charge of C Hall, He stated
he had the run of the prison and had a pass to eat in the
officers dining room, which he did most of the time, lle was
very closec to Warden HASH and affer MNASH's suicide, tried
unsuccessfully to get close to Varden SWINSON, lie stated
after Varden SWINSON took over, one-hall pound of
anphetanines were found in the traslh can of this prisoner's
¢co11, This prisoner had six to eight prisoncrs pusiing
the amphetamines for him, Iz stated he Lelieved tlds
prisoner obtzined his drugs throush a guard, Ho describe
this prisonzr as a white male, approximately 32 - 33 ye
of azge; 6' - 6' 1'; 1380 pounds; blnck hair, 12 stated
rigonar was close to JAILS ALY itAY, as well as prison
LE0 BANTETT and MWAIL ABLY.

\OFRY: Tert cemA =y 3yt o ¢ : RS iy .
DOVDA advised the oniy »risioncy 2 18R whoss
} 4

1 . s ¥ T v T K LY NS sty T
addy zs he had weye @02 Faba o0 b ant LI, He
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statcd he had not obtained RAY's address, however, ho feols
RAY has his address in Florida, but would not know if he were
in Marietta, Georgia,

DOWDA stated he had taken a trip to California
during the Summer of 1965 and on this trip he had spent
two or three days with a distant cousin , JACK HOLCOMBE,
who resides at San Jose, Califorania, He stated he had also
visited a friend of his sister, cne BEVERLY WHIELER, who is
a nurse in a Los Angeles hospital, He stated it was om this
trip that hs got in trouble in Missouri and was sentencaed to
the MSP, DOJDA denied having returned to Califormia the
f.000% of 19€7 He stated that on his trip to Caiiroxnia
in tho Fall of 1967 he had planrzd to call JEVEL RIGGER,
poychiatrigt at the Hupa State Hospital locatcd outside Santz
Rosa, but had not made the call, He advised JUWEL RIGGER
is the wife of an inmate at the MSP, He stated LLOYD A,
EBiLT, Supsrvisor in the kitchen at the NSP resides at bealey,
Mig SOLrl and on the trip to California, in the Fall of 1987
he had visited EZLT,

DOVDA advised that within thz MSP there axe two
gangs, one bzing from St, Louis and the other from Kansas
City, lissouri, FHe2 stated there was a good deal of friction
between these gangs and that RAY asscciated with the leaders
of the St, Louis gang

DOUDA advised he had talked to hig wiils concerning
the reported visiter to his home at 2:00 A M, on a moraing
in the Fall of 1967, Ilis stated his wife claips she has no
knowledge of anyons vigiting their apartrznt of this tine
of the nmorning. DOWDA stated he has no idea who this porson
could bz, DOVDA stated the resident manager of thesempartments
mist have been nistalken. He stated ths i-iger had not
approachoed his wife concerning any person visiting their
apartment at 2:00 A M, in the moraing.

DOWEA advised that durirzg the period he worked
at the Lans Liggett Drug Stere, lecated on the corner of
Peachtree and 10th Streets, he w2t pany persons he felt
were ex.-ccns, but denied ever being approached comzrning
source of druwy in {ds area, DOVDA stated he has no knowledga
as to the persons who might be supplying drugs in that area,
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He stated he is certain th2 druggist at the Lane Liggett
Drug - Store was not supplying these individuals, He recalled
having talked to a man in his late 40s, approximately 5' 10",
150 -~ 155 pounds, having dark curly hair, with gray streaks,
who had visited the restaurant in the drug store and had
mentioned owning several rooming houses in the area, He
advised he does not recall this person's name and had

only the one contact with this individual. DOWDA advised

the nane JAIIRS GARNER sounded familiar to him and feels
hejhas heard this name moenticned somegtime in the past,
possibly when he was employed at the restaurant in the Lane
Liggett Drug Store., INe advised he does not personally

know JAMES GARNER and could furnish no information concerning
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The following investigation was conducted by SAs
JACK T, BEVERSTEIN and JOSKPH G, SHEA,

On April 24, 1968, CARL GENE TAYLOR, also known as
"Junior" TAYLOR, 185 VW, Dixie Street, Marietta, Georgia, advised
that the photo of JAMES EARL RAY did not resemble person known to
him as '"Red", who had stayed with LEVWIE DOWDA a couple of weeks
in approximately March, 1968, He stated person known to hinm
as "Red" was a white male, approximately 6', 35 years of age,
185 pounds, and had bright red hair, He advised this person
had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his wife and small baby
and had resided with the DCWDAs at the Olive Spring Apartments,

i TAYLOR advised he had bzen employed with DOWDA at the
Bonanza Steak House in Marietta, Georgla, Iz advised he had
never seen anyone resembling JANES EARL RAY in the company of
DOYDA, Jle stated during the Fall of 1967, DOYDA and his wife

had traveled to California to visit her relatives and at no time
did DOYDA ever mention contacting anyone he was acquainted with
who could logically have been JAMES EARL RAY,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

May 2 , 1968

g RAYMOND LOUILS CURTIS, who is confined 1n the
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgzgia, advised he did
not personally serve time with JAMES EARL RAY in the Menard
Prison, Illinois, and the only informatlon he has regard-
Ing this is what RAY told him. This information was
related to him by RAY while he and RAY were serving time
together in the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri,
for‘a six or seven month period.

He stated he never heard RAY say that he had
served time in Jollet or Pontilac Prisons, but he felt that
if RAY had served time in either one of those places, he
would probably have been shipped to Menard Prison for
discharge.

CURTIS advised there was a cloze associlate of
RAY's serving time in Jackson County wlth them. He cannot
recall the nane of this individual, but stated he was
convicted ag & co-defendant with RAY on the samne check
charge and from conversation with RAY, this individual
was presumably thé same person with whom RAY served time
in Menard Prison. ,

CURTIS advitsed he recalls a third unidentified
individual vislting RAY and his co-defendant in Jackson
County Jall who seemed very close to both of them, but
stated he strongly doubted that the visltor's log main-
tained at the Jalil would reflect the namne of this visitor
due to irregularities in keeping such logs.

He advised he could not furnish a description
of the third man.

CURTIS advised he was confined in the Jefferson
County dJall with RAY and his co-defendant from approxi-
mately March of 1955 until July of 1955, and that they
all subsequently ended up tozether in Leavenworth Prison.

Ll

on_ 4/22/68 .  Dalton, Georgia File 4 _Atlanta-44-2386

n- T b T o . "
by __ SA BERNARD R. BERRY tbjc Date dictated _ 4/26/68

,
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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He stated while at Leavenworth Prison, RAY's associate
and co-defendant did nothing but 1ift welghts and attempt
to improve his physique.

He described this co-defendant as being a white
male, age 36, at that time, 5'10" to 6', 180 pounds, and
s well built.
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Dote. May 3, 1968

RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS,currently incarcerated Whitfield

' County Jail, Dalton, Georgia,advised that he has spant time in
prison on two or three occasions with JAMES EARL RAY, CURTIS
advised he first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY in March
1955 at the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouril. He
stated RAY was incarcerated at the Jackson County Jail on

Post Office burglary charges and had Just recently been released
from prison in Menard, Illinois, prior to his incarceration at
Jackson County. CURTIS at the same time was under arrest for
armed robbery and bank robbery in the Missouri area. During
this period, CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for
approximately six to seven months. While cellmates, CURTIS
recalled that RAY had a close friend, name unrecalled, who
visited him while RAY was at the Jackson County Prison., This
friend had been a former celimate of RAY w en RAY was incarcerated-
at Menard, Illinois. . CURTIS never actually saw this man but
knew that RAY had severalvisits from one particular individual.
This man kept RAY in spending money while RAY was in Jackson
County Jail and in CURTIS! opinion this individuzl would harbor
RAY 1f RAY were on escape.

CURTIS went on to say that RAY had another close
friend, name unrecallad, of Italian descent, apparently a
"big man" in the syndicate. This Italien had apparently
operated with RAY in the past and both he and RAY had engaged
in handling stolen Postal money orders and travelers checks,

After six or seven months as cellmates at Jackazcn
County Jaill, RAY was sentenced to three years on the Post Office
burglary charges and transferred %o Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary.
Two weeks later CURTIS received a 16-year sentence for bank robbery
and also was sent to Leavenworth., While confined at Leavenvorth
together, RAY spoke of no girlfriends and correspondsd with hone
to the best of CURTIS! knowledge. While in Leavenworth, RAY
mentioned that he "operated" frequently out of Quiney, Illinocis.
By "operated", RAY meant "engaged in burglary and payroll Jobs."

CURTIS said that while he and RAY were incarcerated they

: - 47 -
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Date dictated
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