
AT 44-2386 
Till!: .ihs 
I ,I :z 

' 

eniaged in crooked poke::c games and took fellow prisoners 
fo:r money. In th~ opinj.on of CUif;'IS, RAY was a good poker 
player and an excellent card handler. During this incarceration 
RAY mentioned undertJorld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled, 
ln Chicago, Detroit, Tampa, and the Tijuana, Mexico area. 
CURTIS went on to say that after serving seven to eight months with 
RAY at Leavenworth he was transferred to the United States Penitenti~ 1 

Atlanta, Georeia. CURTIS served six to seven years in the United 
Sties Penitentiary, Atlante,, and in June 1962 was released but 
sent back to the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, to serve time on armed robbery charges. While in the 
state penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, CUE'I'IS again 
was incarcerated with JAr.IES EARL RAY. On occasicns they were 
in the same cell together in "B" Hall and 't:" Hall. The,? serv.ed 
together- from 1962 to 1966. While in "B" and 11 C11 Halls they 
were together- in a three-man cell with a third individual who 
CUR'I1IS caid could verify the followins facts but i·ihom CURTIS 
refused to identify. but. whom ClJRTlS refused to identify: 

CURTIS stated that during this incarce1·ation President 
JOHN F. KENNEDY w::1s assassinated and ,'/Ord from the outside filtered 
into the prison that this was probably a conspiracy. '\'lord came 
in that KENNEDY had a 

11 bour.tt1 on hj_s head. CURTIS vi2:S unable to 
give further deta~ls on the 'bounty". He said 1;1 1963-196I.;. 
Dr. King's movements beca(1'Le ·one of the topics of conversat:Lon at 
the state penitentiary. W~rd got around to the inmates that the 
"KK of the South" who apparently went to businessmen and had raised 
approxi:nately a r.1i11ion dollart:., had a 11bounty11 with ths [(!Oney on 
KING's heed. CUR'IIS 1':as unabJ.e to give fu:r·ther d2tails or 
information regarding 11 KK of the So:1th 11

• 

CUH'i'IS said that fror:1 1962 to 1966 before CURTIS 1 

:release RAY mentior;c:d at :Least a dozen times that had he known 
about a 11 bou~ity 11 on President KEi·GEDY. 1 s hE:ad and h9d he been out 
he would have made eve1¥ effort to collect it. RAY also said 
app:co~~irr,2,tel~r a d)ZGl7 'cir::e~ ::.n the; presence:: '.)f c:.nr:1 IS 11 if he got 
out in <t.ne and if Kr{G H2t~; otill aL.ve he iJou1J like to get the:: 
ibounty' on KIHG 11

• F...t-..Y n2v~r mentioned ·,:horn he wculd cc.intact, to 
get this ,:bounty 11 but CUWl'IS ad11• ised th~ criminal element kne~•J 
hor•to co~cact such people. 

cu:;J1'IS i·:cnt on to s2.J that 4.;he above eta tcmen ts c0:1ccn1in2; 
KING mnde by MY H~T•~ heard by the third csllmat.e mention::.::1 &bove. 
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In addition CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend 
in New Orleans, Louisiana hFIRST NAME UNJ{NOWN) COIH (phonetic) 
who was apparently a "fence'. This man was well connected 
with the hoodlum element, however, was quite old and in the 
opinion of RAY was in 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In 
the opinion of CURTIS this individual would defir.i'cely harbor 
RAY. CUHTIS knew no close filinds or associates of KAY. 
RAY., allegedly through prison grapevine., had a wife but this 
was never mentioned by RAY. CURTIS said., how ever, a few prisoners 
mentioned family connections. While in prison RAY also mentioned 
gambling in Los Angelr.;S, California.. No specific place in Los 
Angeles as to the gambling was mentioned. RAY in CURTIS' opinion 
was a 11high liver" when outside and would associ.ate viith 
prostitutes taking one from town to town. 

RAY \'lith regard to KIN'G I s killing indicated he would 
make all rules a.nd .would in all probabilit;;l demand the 11 bour,ty 11 

money be put in a bank. HAY mentioned three foreign countries, 
which he had lee.rned about and which ClJRTIS assumed Ri,Y v:ould go 
to if out of the United States. These foreign countries were 
New Zealand, Braz:t1., and S1·:itzcrland. CURTIS v;as of the opinion 
that not over three people would be involved in the actual 
assassination. It would have been well planned with diversionary 
measures and in the opinion of CUR'l~Is a second j_ndividual, ,1ot 
RAY., would have driven the getaway car to Atlanta as a 
diversionary measure. 

CURTIS said he would not testify to the above facts 
because if he did testify to this lnformation he would fear for 
his life. 
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