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TO 

OPTIONAL FO-:i:M NO. 10 
·'.~Al' 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. Mohr DATE: May 10, 1968 

~n~ 
-~· DeLoach ~ 

,f'' Mohr / 
A&r.Z: 'l~er __ 

As shown in attached memorandum of May 9, 1968, from Mr. 
Rosen to Mr. De Loach, consideration is given to microphone installations on 
certain properties of Albert and Carol Pepper. The proposal i::aises a question 
concerning the legality of any action taken against the subject of this case on the 
basis of information obtained from the microphones. 

r 

; 
We believe these microphones can be installed and used without 

prejudi.15-ing the case against the subject. In a very recent decision of the Up.ited 
States ~trict Court for the Southern District of New York, a listening device 
was installed on the premises of one Levine. Later, a subject named Granello,, 
an associate of Levine, came up for trial and claimed that the listening device 
installed on Levin!s premises, which was installed by trespass, was illegal as 
to him, Granello. It was not contended that any informati~n obtained from the 
Levine microphone was used as evidence against Granello 'at trial either directly 
or as a lead. The court held that since Granello had no interest in the Levine 
premises, the monitor was not illegal as to him and he could not obtain a new 
trial or dismissal of the indictment. U.S. v. Granello, 280 F. Supp. 482 (1968). 

Applied to instant case, this rule of law could work out in different 
ways. Assuming that the subject of this case is not on the· pre.:m.ises to be 
surveilled by the means suggested, and has no possessory or other right in 
those premises, any information disclosed by the surveillance in some way, 
such as conversation among the Peppers, could be used to learn the whereabouts 
of the subject for purposes of ar.rest. The problem becomes somewhat more 
complicated, however, if tp,e subject of this. case made a telephone call to those 
premises and that telephoril:hia:11 were recorded and used as the basis for his 
apprehension. He then co-y.lsf claim t~t .th~ surveillance viola~<f his right of 
privacy in the telephone coib1rll!lnication::>11e~ade to that place, citing the Katz 

decision in the Supreme Court. REC l1: f If --3 J,~.,:f0/ ~' -::? 
1¥1:ci=rrfi'St'!' 67. I 48--- - --- __,. 
1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Conrad 

.. __ ·.,_.1 .. "~_u._~,r ~ifrtan \ · ·· · ·· r Po~g 
\. , , -D palf 

·r,,(~· AY 3ff'19SfJ 
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Memorandum J. J. Casper to Mr. Mohr 
RE: MARKIN 

The worst that could happen in either of the above circumstances, 
however, - assuming that we follow the precautionary measures listed below -
is that we illegally learn where the subject is located and thus are able to arrest 
him on that knowledge. The rule that comes into play here, established in the 
last century by the Supreme Court in Ker v. Illinois, 30 U.S. 347 (1886), is that 
an illegal arrest is no bar to prosecution. Wong Sun v. U.S., 371 U.S. 471 (1963}; 
u.s., v. Hoffman, 385 F2d 501 {1967); Keegan v. U.S., 385 F2d 260 (1967). A 
person may be arrested unlawfully and actually kidnapped into the court having 
jurisdiction of the criminal case, yet the court still retains jurisdiction to try 
the person for the offense. The court would not allow the prosecution to use 
as evidence any information obtained through the illegal surveillance but the 
illegal surveillance would not taint the use of any other evidence obtained either 
before or after and which was gotten in a legal manner. Nor, to repeat, would r 

the illegality of the arrest alone, resulting from whereabouts disclosed by unlawful 
surveillance, prevent the court from trying the subject for the offense. 

If the action being considered is taken, we strongly suggest three 
precautionary measures, as follows: 

(1) That all recordings be preserved intact. It may be necessary 
to disclose some of them to the court or even to the defense. 

(2) That no use be made of any information obtained against 
anyone whatsoever or in any way whatsoever except for the single purpose of 
locating the subject in this case. As we well know by this time, evidence of 
the offense obtained in this manner is not admissible. It would not be admissible 
against the subject and it would not be admissible against the Peppers on a charge 
of harboring. 

(3) Be aware that since this search and seizure is unconstitutional 
as to the Peppers, they have at least a theoretical cause of action for damages 
against those who installed the devices by trespass. Here again, however, if 
nothing learned by this surveillance is used against the Peppers in any way, their 
cause of action is diminished to the lowest possible degree, becoming that for a 
technical violation only rather than one of substantial harm to them. Moreover, 
in any such case the government of the United St~tes should surely be willing to 
pick up the tab for any judgment had against th1e who installed the microphones. 

RECOMMENDATION: ,; ✓ 

~ tjtJf ~ ~t¥ 
-2- ?J..eA$c ,St.-.G. A"'fTACr h~ fl 
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TO 

OPTIONAL f01tM NO. 10 
MAY ~1962 ED!TIOt-!. 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
·-« 

: Mr. DeLoa~ 

JUNE 

DATE: May 9, 1968 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 
1 - Mr. Conrad 

Tolson-­
DeLoach __ 
Mohr--­
BishoP-­
Casper __ 

Cal!ah □n--

~:~;□_d __ 

Gale 4'. 
!A.~en Y, 
rfVsullivan -­

Tavel ---
Trotter __ 

Tele. Room-

,' 
i f 

i' )' 
G 

1 - Mr. Gale 

PURPOSE: To recommend the installation of a technical surveillance ¥ 
(TES UR) on the telephones of Albert and Carol Pepper, St. Lo~~s, ~-- ·., 
Missouri, and the telephone listed to the Grapevine Tavern in st: Louis~ r 
Missouri, owned by Carol Pepper, subject's sister, and operated by , , 
John ~arry Ray, subje?t's brother, and the installation of a microphone_,-,,,;/ltJ' 
surveillance at the residences of Carol Pepper, and John Larry R~y, \ ,.I 
and at the Grapevine Tavern. These installations could assist in the -\7' 
early apprehension of the subject, which could possibly be instrumental 
in reducing the stresses and tension placed on our national security · 

ubsequent to the death of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

BACKGROUND: We are presently conducting exhaustive and extensive 
investigation to determine the present whereabouts of the subject James 
Earl Ray,, who is one of the TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES. Although 
many hundreds of interviews have been conducted and leads run out, we 
have not been able to locate the subject nor have we located any person 
who can furnish us any information as to the subject's present whereabouts. 
It has been determined that Carol Pepper, the sister of the subject, and 
John Larry Ray, the brother of the subject, are the closest relatives to 
him. Carol is married to Albert Pepper and they reside at 2025 Belleview, 
St. Louis, Missouri, telephone number 645-2948. John Larry Ray resides 
at 1900 A Cherokee, St. Louis, Missouri, no telephone listed. Carol 
presently owns the Grapevine Tavern, 1982 Arsenal, St. Louis, Missouri,, 
telephone number PR 6-9417. This tavern is operated by John Laqiy Ray. 

John Larry Ray has expressed a cooperative attituqe; however,, 
, ~jt is felt that he is not giving us complete and accurate information. Carol 

Pepper refuses to submit to interview and is not coop~rative. It is felt that 
if the subject telephones or personally contacts any of the r·. elatives, it will /] 
most like~y be ~arol P,epp~r or brother John Larry Ra1Lfy: ~ ; <t / --, ,,?J 
Enciosure ~ .S ~ la -<Ef ~ »-,¥ ~ 

~ ·. REL:erg~ ., rtl;,. CONTINUE;Q.-:...Q~ll--
tl/tJi 1 ,) ~8?~?'5"fJ ,), 1V · 

1 
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Memorandum to Mr. De Loach 
RE: MURKIN 

RECOMMENDATION: That a technical surveillance be installed on the 
telephones of Albert and Carol Pepper and the Grapevine Tavern and a 
microphone surveillance be installed at the residences of Albert and 
Carol Pepper and John Larry Ray and at the Grapevine Tavern. 

Attached for approval is a memorandum to the Attorney General 
requesting authority, for this coverage. :::C -::c:: ;.-a., ~-,.£l..., ~ -· • 

/v· ~\ / f\. rs. ..,vJ ;,_~ ,~.., ... ~ 
Ii,/ \ ~ {J ~~ er-f 

7/ u .'\ / ~ ~: ~-:=-.::: ~· # ,.~~ • 

t-- ~ r~< 

- 2 -
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4-312 (Rev. 1-18-62) 

Date of Mail __ ~5_-/_c,7_/_&_Y ___ _ 

Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 

See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 

Subject JUNE MAIL ------------
., .. ~-~, ,....,, 

•. , r 

Removed By 
J:1,'( 3, 1 1968 

File Number 

Permanent Serial Charge Out 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/22/68 

Transmit the following in --------=--,------=--------------l 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL 
Via ________ _ 

(Priority) I ________________________________________________ L _______ -

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, WO (44-703) 

ReWFOairtel 5/16/68. 

PASSPORT APPLICATI~ REVIEW PROJECT 

WFO is continuing review of passport applications at 
Passport Office, United States Department of State (USDS). 
All available WFO personnel, commensurate with fulfilling 

· ,.other Bureau responsibilities, has been detailed to this 
'\!>roject. 

•,, 

Upon instituting this project there were approximatel 
2,153,000 passport applications in file since 3/1/67. Appli­
cations are received at the rate of about 20,000 per day. As 
of 5 p.m., this date, about 12 % of this project has been 
completed. Approximately 3 % of this project is being complete 
each work day and it is estimated that approximately six weeks 
will be required to completer:tl'!i~')project. 

\_j, ~ \ .. ~ n!lt. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. r. ~ 1.;· ~t,v . 

Bureau 
Memphis 

1 - WFO 

miffi:acd 
(6) 

AIRTEL 

12 MAY 23 1968 -- ---J 
Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/23/ 68 
Transmit the following in ____________________ _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL 
Via ________ ------------------~ 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -· 
TO: 1 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 

~! .__ SAC, WO (44-703) 

\-------•-"!.~L/) 6 8 0 5 2 3 C 3 4 
ReNKteletype 5/20/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the FBI Lab are two United 
States Postal Money Orders bearing signature ERIC s. GALT. 

Number one Money Order# 1,916,211,078, dated 3/8/68, 
in amount of $15.00 purchased Los Angeles, California, payable 
to Locksmithing Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey. GALT lists 
address as 5533 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. 

Number two Money Order I 5,615,057,923, dated 3/28/68, 
purchased Atlanda, Georgia, in amount of $7.50, payable to 
Locksmithi.ng Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey. GALT lists/''/' 
address a,$. 113 14th Street, N .E., At,lanta, Georgia. l() ' 

-~\,i'.!, . , .. 
- f 

--~oney orders furnished to SA SID~Y H •. ROCHE on ~ 
5/22/68, by JOHN R. TAKACH, Chief, Money Order.Branch, Governmen 
Accounting Office, Washington, D.C. 

Laboratory requested to compare signature on money 
orders with.Jcnown handwriting of ~1~, determine if identical. 

; ARMED AND DANGEROUS .i.. v,, 

@- Bureau (Enc. 2) 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (Info) 
1 - Newark .(44-854) (InfQ) ,?<t' . -'· . /.. I ---') /-'/:<" ,' 
1 - Los Angele,s (44·.;;1574) $ I/ 4 ~- 5 .v .,,;;Jti.- ~ /c,·' ·· /· 
1 - Atlanta (44-2386) - J 
1 - WFO 

SHR:acd 
(9) 
AIRTEL 

ApprovedfJ6¥AY ~ ~-½ifL/peciag~~ Charge 

tit MAY 23 1968 

Sent ______ M 

'
"' .,. 

er---~~--~::::....~_1 __ 
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', 3-8-67) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
-
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

BJIJlMINGHAM MEMPHIS 5/20/68 4/17/68 - 5/17/68 
TITLE: .; F CASE REPORT MACE BY TYPED B 

,:OA:.MlES EARL RAY, aka - SA HENRY A. SNOW cap 
F1tmITIVE CHARACTER OF CASE 
1((() #4182 
Wi' #442-A 
TOP TEN FUGITIVE; CR - CONSPIRACY; UFAC - ROBBERY 

I 
! 

1,· 
l ) 
! . 

DR. :WM\R'I'IN LUTHER KIN@, eJR. -
'(JCTIM 

REFERENCES: 

BIRMINGHAM: 

Report of SA HJNRY A. SNOW at Birmingh~m, 
dated 4/17/68, and numerous commu~ic~ti@fil~ 
and reports. 

- p -

AT BIRMINGHAM ALA:BAMA: ... . t 

Will continue efforts to locate fugitive RAOC. 

-----.----,---A._c,_c_o_M_P_LI_S_HM_E_N_T_,S_CL_A._IM_E_D __ ~------1ACQUIT- CASE HAS BEEN: 

CONVIC. AUTO. FUG. FINES 

APPROVED 

SAVINGS RECO V ERi ES TALS 
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □YES ~NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS □YES ~NO 

SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

L/ 

--­ham 

y 
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BH 44-1740 
RI.\S: jam 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

No leads are being set forth in this report 
as all have been handled by telephone or teletype 
during the period covered in this report. 

One extra copy is being furnished to 
the Memphis Off ice marked "Hold" for the u. s. 
Attorney, Memphis, which may be released only 
upon Bureau authority. 

The voluminous negative information is 
not being reported herein as it would serve no 
useful purpose. However, in separate volumps 
of the Birmingham file related to this matter, 
all such investigation is recorded including 
elimination of numerous ''look-alikes" and suspects. 

In accordance with Bureau instructions 
ea:il lnformant including Cl's and PCI 's as well as 
logical racial informants and sources of information 
have all been contacted personally during the period 
covered herein and each such in4ividual has been 
supplied a copy of the Identification Order for 
RAY together with e~hibitio~ of several views of his 
photographs. This has resulted negatively to date. 

The confidential source whose interview 
is set forth in this report at length who was a former 
inmate of subject RAY at the Missouri State Penite~­
tiary is THOMAS BRITTON who resides at 1710 
Alabama Avenue, Jasper, Alabama, and is pr.esently 
employed at Foster's Cabinet Shop, Haleyville, 
Alabama. He is being contacted on a regular basis 
and it is believed that should he receive a call 
from subject RAY that he will notify the Birmingham 
Office immediately. It was deemed.advisable not to 

COVER PAG:E 

73 
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di~©l@se his id~@tity in this report since he is ~ppre= 
h®filsive @f p@ssible retali~ti@l!ll by former inmates 
should it be©<0me known th~t he is being contacted 
by FBI Agents. C©nt~cts with him have been had 
~fte~ his reg~l~~ work=day h@urs in ~rder that he not 
be ~@mpr@mised .. 

In ©onne~tion with the inform~tion 
:furnished in the body of this report by· the above-. 
me1lllti@1l1l®d C©1lllfidential s<0ur~e regarding the pos!Slibility 
th~t ~~bject RAY may hawe lm.~Wl!ll that Walker County~ 
AJLiffib@J.m Wlffi!Sl dry bu.t th~t there were "beer joint:svi 
just @wer the l!lleighb@~ing ©ounty line of Jefferson 
n®~r Birmingh~m 9 the following is noted: 

The l(Q)cation of the '9beer joints" 
described by the confidential source is in close 
pr@ximity to the terminus of the navigable Warrior 
River upon whi~h l~rge tow b~.rges operate to port 
Birmi@gham and C(Q)rdow~, Al~b:am~. The Warrior Riv~r 
is n~vigable fr@m tlrwse lo©ialti©>n:s through the length 
of Al~b:ama to Mobile then©@ by inte~-mastal canal 
to New O.rle:ans and fr@m there up the Mississippi Ri.ver. · 
Birmi~gh~m co~templ~tes additional investigation 
on the pcossibli.y th~t M,Y during the period 
1958 to 1960 IMIY h~we, in fact, been employed as a 
deck h~nd @r ~@©k ©n ©@~ @f the barge li~es operated 
on the Mis~issippi-W~~~i@r system. 

In ~~n~e©ti@n with the inform2ti~n 
furnisheid by BIU:T".111(QlN\, i.t W$.S thought ai.dvisable 
t~ che~k the lo~g di~tanc~ teleph~ne calls made 
fr~m his h~me t®l@phone t~ determine whether there 
might be ~ny JPl)~:sibili ty of his having been 
cont~©ted by such means by subje~t RAY. 

On May 8, 1968 9 8-~ JOHN H. KRESEK secured 
from Mrs. EL~!NE DOWNEY, Assistant Man~ger, Southern 

CO'iil7ER PACGrE 

~ 
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B~ll T<Bll®pl.m(o,1tile [a!ID1@ T'elr?}@prta1Jl'.),h fC;iQ)Jmpallily 9 J~sper p 

;,\ l/li1. harn@:ai 9 "!lWh(Q)~ieJ id<eiD t: :lL ty b~ pr([;;,te~ ted, a 
l~ t (Q)f ~11 \5lut©h t@ll c~ll!S m~de t(O) BRITTON's 
lui,ro.:e t<eleph©fil\~) 3f8l"t-1988 b~giilllni!lilg ©!rll 

sev1t®ll!i1be:il? LB 9 l~·Bi'1 9 thr(Qlugh L@.pr i 1 4, 1968., The 
identity of the individuals called have been 
e~t'B1 bli~h®d :ffill'.Mi ref lCEB,z.:;:t n,l) pOS$ ibii ty of BAY 
be :11J.rng the re«:3ipi~JTirt of fll!ny ©~11., A re~ord of 
this i~ ll!ffi~dl!lltfillilru®<dl irm thre BiJ.rll'tilinghiillm file. 

lii1:dt0!"l!l'i)fffiti.ccJfillcrqp;~@f thi~ rep(Q)rt ~re beill'.llg 
:htl't'lllished the ~uxiii~:rr:'y offi©es indi~ated due 
to their :i.miwe:sitig[filtilD>l1ll ©i0nduccted in thi.~ m.1atter 
and p~~sibl~ futur~ re~uest~ for ~ddition~l 
invesiti,li@. ti@l!'.li., 
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-,2 (Rev, s-, _ 4; 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ Ma_y_1_5_,_1_9_6_8 __ _ 

MraSi. HEATRJr.CE BRJI1f''.lI'\ON, 1710 Alabama Avenue, 
.J~~per 9 Alab~rnllllal, furll'l\i:slmed tlhve following: 

She is married to THO.MAS BRITTON, a former inmate 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. 
Mrs. BRIT'lOON ~t!f1tce,r;, lbler hus:bfg),JTI\d never ident-1.fied JAJJ,4f.J;s EARL 
RAY•~ a person known to him ~fter or during the time when 
RAY 9s photograph and name were appearing frequently on TV and in 
newspapers and also stated her husband had never commented 
anything about RAY until about May 3, 1968, when Mrs. 
BRITTON w~:s first cont~cted by the FBI in an effort to 
locat® her husband. Her husband then told her that the' 
FBI was seeking him concerning a man he had known in the 
penitentiary who had carried hot water to the prisoners' 
cells. 

Mrs. BRITTON stated that neither she nor her 
husband, to her knowledge~ has ever received any telephone 
call~ from any unknown men who we!'® attempting to contact 
her husband and who could be identical with JAMES EARL RAY. 
She stated she has never been contacted at her residence 
by anyone resembling RAY who was looking for her husband. 
She was unable to identify any photograph of RAY as a 
person ever seen by her at any time. 

She stated that from June, 1967, until January 1 

1968, she and her family had not resided at 1710 Alabama 
Avenue, Jasper v but had re~ided in a rural area ou:tside 
of Jasper. During the same time, howeverp they had kept 
the same telephone number they had had prior to moving 
from 1710 Alabama Avenue. In January 9 1968~ they moved 
back into the house at 1710 Alabama Avenue. 

On __ 5_/_8/_6_8 __ at __ J_a_s_p_e_r_;,_A_l_a_b_a_m_:a _____ File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

SA ROBERT Mo BARRETT and 
SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIER/ RM.:S:hss 5/14/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outsidr,Y~...!,gency.,4) 

~v-c,v' r/~ 
£ 
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BH 44 ·"· 1"«40 
RMB:h~s 

In connection with the information received 
from T!ffiOMAS BR:.['l''TON that JA:M:1'~/S'. EARL RAY had ideutified 
to BR!.'Jr".11:'0N :s:everta1.l biai.rs ~lThd night clubs in Northwe~t 
Jeffer~on County» Alabama~ the following investigation 
was conducted 0)1l! May 8, 1968 1 by Special Agents ROBERT 
,\f • .BARRET'!' and WILLIAM A~ SAUCIER: 

GLADYS JKE;X9 who wa:s .formerly known as GLADYS 
liAY.WOOD, wife o.f Cs C0 HAYWOOD, and also known '9J.S 11MA!MIA 11 

HAYWOOD 9 s:tated she operated 9 along with her former husband, 
C. C. HAYWOODJ the Riverview Night Club from July,) 1958 9 

until 1964. 'This place is located on the Warri.or F:i.ver 
in nort!mwest Jefferson County. Mrs. KEY stated she could 
not :r-ecall any former customer during the period 1958 -
1960 who was identical with JAMES EARL RAY. Sbe further 
advised that the phot10graphs of RAY were not identiic:al 
witb any person she recalls seeing at the Riverview Night 
Club from 1958 to 1960 or at her present bar from April 9 

1967, to the present time. 

Mrs. KEY is presently opera ting the qqLi ttle 
Warrior River Cafe~" which is located one-half mile from 
the Riverview. Mrs. KEYvs employee 9 MARLENE K!LOOREj 
also was unable to identify the photograph of RAY a~ a 
customer she has ever seen in the Little Warrior River 
Cafe. 

Mr. C. Ce HAYWOOD, owner of the Riverview 
Night Club since 1958, advised be was unable to identify 
photographs of ,JAMES EARL RAY as a customer who came to 
his place either in 1958 to 1960 or since April 9 1961◊ 
The photograph~ of RAY were also shown to :HAYWOOD;s 
barmaid» Mrs. ELLEN SICKLES, and to Mrs~ C. Ce {PHYLLIS) 
HAYWOOD, w.ltm were tm~ble to identify photogr~JP)@~ of_ RAY 
as anyone they had ~een in the Riverview. 

M:..4.MIE 1\HTCHELL, Manager of Rose 8 @:il Place on 
Old U. S. Highway 78, Route One 9 Dora 9 Al~bl~m~ 9 advised 
she ha:s operated this "beer joint" since 1963. In 1958 
it was known as "Joh.1tmy•s· Place 0

' and in 1960 it wtais known 
as '~Parker' :s Place. 11 W.lbl.en MITCHELL took over in 1963 9 

she named it nMamie~s Place" and changed the name to 
"Rose's" in 1964, Mrs. MITCHELL was unable to identi.fy 
a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as a person ~he lbu~s ever 
seen in her bar. 
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ED HOLL!8) operrator of the Allst::i;,te Cafe 9 U. S. 
Highway 18, advised he and his brother, HAROLD HOLLll'S~ had 
been operating the Allstate Nigbt Club and Allstate Cafe 
as tw10 s~p&1rtBlte btJ!.s:iLnesses since 1951. HOLLIS ~t~ted he 
cc»Hl~<d; irt(Qlt identify any of tlme photographs of JAMES E..4\RL 
BAY as a person he had ever seen at the Allstate Cafe 
?:t tlb.:irer ,1111.u"ing the period 1958-1960 or sinice April 9 1967. 
HA.ROLD HOLLIS was ~ l~o unalble to identify sulhiject RAY 
~fter viewing the photographs • 

. ELEANOR HOLLIS, wife of ED HOLLIS and who works 
as a waitress at the Allstate Cafe, identified the 1967 
and 1968 photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as a per~on she has 
seen at the Allst~te Cafe. She stated that quite irankly 
she ·t~ umable to furnish any other information wh!£l\tso<€1ver 
abmi t the person she identified as RAY 9 as to descri.ption9 
time seen at the cafe, automobile used, or anything else. 
She wa/S quite definite in that she had seen RAY at the cafe. 

MYR.TL.E NELSON, cook at the Allstate C&1.fej 
identified the 1967 and 1968 photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY a~ a per1Son she had seen in the Allstate Cafe as~ 
customer. She stated~ however, she could not furnish any 
other information whatsoever concerning this persono 

Both Mrs. HOLLIS and MYRTLE NELSON stated they 
would give the matter considerable thought in an effort to 
recall any other information concerning the individual 
they identified. 
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(opy to: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l coo USA, Memphi~ 
I - , Birmingham 

Report of: HE.NRY A. SNOW Office: BI RM INGHAM 
Date: 5/201/68 

Field Office File -fl.: 44=1740 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KI.N'iri 9 JR. ·= 

VICTIM 

Bureau File #: 44-38861 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS =' CONSPIRACY; UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID 
CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY 

Synopsis: Proprieitor of the vvGun Rack'', Birmingham 
9 

a ~tore 
dealing in the sale of firearms, is of opinion that 
subject spent considerable time examining high pow~r 
rifle~ in his place on 3/27/68, which was two day~ 
prior to hi~ appearance at the Aeromarine Supply 
Company where murder weapon was purchas~d. R~cord 
located of bank draft purchas@d by subject, as GALT 1, 

on 9/28/67, in amount $337. 24. payable to Superior 
Bulk Film Company, Chicago, for photographic @ijUiP= 
ment. Son of seller of Mustang to subject believed 
photograph of subject identical to purchaser. Same 
opinion of photograph ~xpre~~®d by operator and 
cook at the Economy Rooming Hous~, Highland Ave,nue, 
Birmingham, wh@re subj~ct res:ided from 8/26/67 to 
10/7 /67. JAMES W. BROWN 1 Ref' orm, A la ba ma • who wa ~ 
w@ll acquainted 'l!l7:Uh §ubject RAY while both confin®d 
in Mi~sou.ri State P@ni tentiary, Jefferson City, 
Mi~souri, recal'll. 1e1d that RAY was eonrsiderably upset 
during demonst:ra tions led by KING and about the 
Fall of 1963 nAY made the statement that he was 
going to kill KING when he got out and wa~ under 
the impre~sion that some organiza ti.on would pay 
$10,000,0Cl for KING 0 s murder. BROWN also id@ntified 
~everal form~r and present inmates who knew ~ubject. 
S:hniliar information secured from another former 
inmate, who is now a parolee from Missouri Stat@ 
P®nitentiary, re~iding near Birmingham, but who 
de~ired his id~ntity not be made known. MY elim= 
ina ted as pos:,dble ~iuui~prect in any bank robbery 
committed in !Birmingham Office territory. Since 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44-1140 

Sllllblmllis~ion of last report and since issuance of Identi­
f ic.Blt:ion Oir'dler and wanted flyer for RAY 0 s apprehension, 
extensive inve~tig~tion has continued in Birmingham 
territory without securing any additional information 
a~ to his whereabouts, although numerous "look-a-likes" 
and ~uspects eliminated. This investigation included 
personal contact~ and delivery of Identification Orders 
to all employs~~ in the following business categories~ 
outlets of salaciou9 books, rooming houses, hotels and 
motels, bus stations, railroads, airline facilities, 
car rental agencies, public luggage lockers, laundries 
and dry cleaners, vv1onely heart'e type organiza tiob!S, 
and bank safe depo~it box departments. Classified ads 
of used cars for sale which appeared in Birmingham 
newspapers during pertinent period, 3/21-4/2/68, were 
reviewed and 486 cars advertised eliminated as having 
been sold to subject. Subject 0 s photographs published 
in periodical distributed to all service stations in 
state. No record located of subject having applied for 
employment at any country club. No record of any 
unidentified deceased male who might be subject located. 
Check of marriage and divorce records of all counties 
in Birmingham territory negative. SUBJECT SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44-17'40 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Subject M&ltter 

THE GUN RACK - VISIT BY MAN BELIEVED 
TO BE SUBJECT ON 3/27/68 ..... . 

PURCHASE OF BANK DRAFT PAYABLE 
CHICAGO FIRM FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EQUIPMENT . . , . . . . . . 

EXHIBITION SUBJECT'S PHOTO 
TO SELLER OF MUSTANG ....... . 

RECONTACTS WITH DANCE INSTRUCTORS 

INTERVIEWS WITH FORMER INMATES, 
MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY 

A. JAMES W. BROWN • • • 

B. IDENTITY WITHHELD 

RECONTACTS AT ECONOMY ROOMING HOUSE 

MISCELLA~OUS 

A. OUTLETS OF SALACIOUS BOOKS .. 

B. BANK ROBBERIES AND BURGLARIES 

ROOMING HOUSES ... 

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE RECORDS 

POSSIBLE LOCAL ROBBERIES ... 

UNIDENTIFIED DECEASED MALES 

G. POSSIBLE EMPLOYMENT' COUNTRY CLUBS 

H. HOTELS AND MOTELS 

Page Nos. 

3 .,;. 6 

• 7 - 8 

. 9 .., 11 

. .12 - 14 

. ... 15 - 21 

• • • • 22 - 28 

• • . 29 - 32 

. . 

33 

. • . 33 - 34 

35 

35· 

36 

36 

. . . 
37 

37 - 38 

39 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44=1740 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

J. RAU,ROADS . . • "' 0 • . . . . . 
K. AIRLINES 

L. CAR RENTAL AGENCIES 

M. PUBLIC LUOOAGE STORAGE L~KERS 

N. LAUNDRIES AND DRY CLEANERS 

. . . . . 
Page Nos. 

39 

40 

40 

41 

41 

0. PAROLEES FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY . 42 

P. SAFE DEPOSIT B()XES •• 
' 

Q. LAUNDRY MARK 1~20=R-3" 

R. NEWS MEDIA AND PUBLICATIONS 

S. .• '~LOOK-ALIKESie AND SUSPECTS 

T. 'MOTOR VEHICLES STOLEN IN ALABAMA . . 

U. SUSPECT CAR CHICAGO, 4/19/68 .. 

v. nLONELY HEARTv9 TYPE ORGANIZATIONS 

. 43 -44 

45 

46 

46 

47 

.48- 49 

50 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



u-302 (Rev. 4-l5-64} 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 5/2/68 

Tlhe following s.igned statement was furni[(i;lhed by 
CLYDE R. MANASC0 9 Route 9, Box 602, Birmingham 9 Al~bamap 
clerk at the Gun Rack located at 1507 s.w. 31st Street, 
Birmingham, Alabama: 

"Birmingham~ Alalb~dllMt 
April 18, 1968 

"Ij CLYDR MANASCO, having viewed seven photo= 
graphs exhibited to me by Spec ia 1 Agent J. 'J!'.e A,RJ~iE'Jt'11' 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, have ~e lecteidl 
the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT as appearing :siniil::um 
to the mar~ who came to The Gun Rack Store, Bir111Lingh~m 9 

Alabama, where I am employed, and made inquiry regarding 
high-powered r·if les and scopes. I bel iev®I the di ate t !he 
man appeared at The Gun Rack was March 27, 1968. The 
photograph of a man identified as ERIC ST.ARVO GALT' ap= 
pears identical to this man with the exceptioni~ th~ 
photograph ERIC STARVO GALT 1 s face appears sliglhtly 
broader than I recall the man who was in The Gun R~~k. 

1~1 have read this statement and it is tru® to tlhe 
best of my knowledge. 

/s/ CLYDE R. MANASCO 

"Witnessed: 

Spec ia 1 Agent J. "JL'. ARNETT (/s/) 9 FBI~ Birminglh&illllli.l 9 Ala. 
April 18 1 1968" 

In addition. to information furnished in the ~igned 
statement, Mr, MAN1lSCO advised that as he had previously 
stated, the man who was in The Gun Rack making i~ijuiry r@gard= 
ing high-powered rifles had light brown hair. 

Photographs exhibited to Mr. MANASCO were Il!.-S: Jl'o,llows: 

JOHN OSCAR LUCK~ Jefferson County Sheriff vs Offic~ 

On 4/18/68 ~ Birmingham 9 Alabama File# BH 44=1740 

by ___ S_A----'-J-'o_T_.'--A_R_N_E_TT __ :_s_c-'-b~/_e~p~g~-------Date dictated _4~/_2_5_/'----· _6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributej_?titside yoa agency. 
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#102955, Birmingham 9 Alabama 9 photograph taken April 21, 1962; 

ROBERT CROSS 9 Birmingham FBI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NEWMANT GAULT, Birmingham FBI #26=22408.9 

ERIC STARVO GALT 9 true name JAMES EARL RAY; 

'THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY, Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND9 Birmingham FBI #44=1740; 

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Police Department 
#251309 9 photograph taken October 20 9 1967. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.JT'A: scb/epg 
] 

QUIN'TON B. D.AVISil 912 Ann Street 9 Birmingham 9 

Alabama, owner of The Gun Rack 9 1507 31st StrEN~t, s.w., 
Birminglham 9 Alabama 9 view®d the following photographs~ 

JOHN OSCAR LUCK, Jefferson County Sher lff ',s Of'f ice 
#102955, Birmingham, Alabama, photograph taken April 21. 1962; 

ROBERT CROSS, Birmingham FBI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NEWMANT GAULT 3 Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERIC STARVO GALT, true name JAMES EARL RAY; 

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY, Birmingham FBI #26-22408; 

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND, Birmingham FBI #44=1740; 

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Pol ice Departm@nt 
#251309 9 photograph taken October 20, 1967. 

Mr. DAVIS advised, after viewing the above photographs 
on April 18 9 1968 9 that he could not make a positive statement 
as to whether the photograph of any of the :above individuals 
was identical to the photograph of the individual who h;ad 
been in The Gun Rack making inquiry regarding the high= 
powered rif'le and h:ad specifically made inquiry reg~rdirTug :a 
Model 264 Browning automatic rifle. 

5 
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J'TA: scb/epg 
l 

JOHN MICHAEL KOPP 1 1420 35th Street, Er'.1l~ley i} 
Birmingham, Alabama, employed as the manager of the Firearms 
Department 9 Long Lewis llardware Store 9 Bess~mer, Alab~x11:u1., 
viewed photographs of the following individu?als on .April 18, 
1968: 

JOHN OSCAR LUCK, Jefferson County She:iriffqrs OJff'ice 9 

#102955, Birmingham, Alabama, photograph taken April 21. 1962; 

ROBERT CROSS 9 Birmingham FBI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NEWMANT GAUL1\ Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERIC STARVO GALT, true name JAMES EARL RAY; 

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY, Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERNEST GEORGE BLAN0 9 Birmingham FBI #44=1740 9 

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Police Department 
#251309, photograph taken October 20 9 1967. 

After viewing photographs of the abov® individuails., 
Mr. KOPP advis(')d that he could not ident if'y photogr:aph of 
either of the :above individuals as being the photograph of 
the customer who was in Long Lewis Hardw.\'llr® on March 29 9 1968 
making inquiry concerning purchasing a high=pow<e1red ri.f le., 
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On 

by 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A_p_r_i_l_l_7_9_1_9_6_8 __ 

1 

A r®vie• of lr®©.@ll'.'<d~ · of th® Exchang(S Security 
Bank

9 
Birmingham 9 disclos®rl that on Sept®mber 28 9 1967 9 

ERIC S" GALT purch~~ed a ba~k draft #ij4012FPS 9 from th@ 
Exchange Seie:ur'.J. ty Blillnk 0 5J Fi.v® Points South Branch Office. 

This d~~ft wa~ dat~d Septemb@r 28 9 1967 9 made 
payable to Sup®ri.oir Balk Film Company 9 in the amount of 
$337.24, and was drawn on the City National Bank of 
New Y«:11irk

9 
New Y<nirk.9 and aurthoriz@irl signature cont~ined 

thereon was BOB SE1L1LERS. '1l''hJL5: dri!llft di.d not contain itny 
endorsement. 

In th® 1:1v®nt the ~brc»v® (d.(lJ)cument i:s t@ be 
introducied .in court 9 a 1Slubp@iB1lllia duc:<elSl tecum should be 
addre~sed to BOB CRADDOC~ 9 Exchange Se~urity Bank 9 

Birmingham 9 Alabam~o 

4/16/68 at Birmingh~m 9 Al~~~ma File# 
BH 44-1740 

.... 
? 

SA ROBERT Jo YARNALL~ crap 
.. 4/17/68 

Date dictated 

This docume~t contains neither recommendations n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A___.,_p-=-r-=i-=1~1'-'--7--"9---=l:_9_:6 __ 8_ 

l 

WAYNE R:USSElLlL 9 As~i:§ltafiltt Audi tor 9 Exchang® 
Security Bank 9 Birmi~gha~ 9 Alab~ma 9 advi~ed that when 
a customer pureha■®B a bank dr~ft 9 the c~~tomer will 
fill out a requi~iti~n form or 2pplication 9 or may 
submit to the t®ll®r a piec® of paper containing 
necessary informatiofilt for the preparation of a bank draft 9 

and that this will be ~ubmi ttlflld to a teller 9 who will 
then type @ut the original and two copies of the bank 
draft 

9 
and will then have (Q)l!ll® @f the bank off icerf'-" 

sign the draft as the authorized signer. 

The original draft and one copy will be 
returned to the cu~tomer and the ~®~ond copy will be 
retained by the bank for t~®ir record~. The application 
or requisition form or piece of paper handed to the teller 
will then be cdle~tr(Q)y®<dl at the ceind o,f the day. 

On __ 4"'"'/'--1,,,,.6=<-/=6-=8'------_at _ _,,B""'i'""r~m~1==:.:
0 

n~g=-h=a=mc.l!.9---...:'...'.A~l':.:::a:'....:b::..:a:::..::m=a::::__ __ File # _B_H_4_4_=_1_7_4_0 _____ _ 

•• 
by SA ROBERT Jo YARNALL~cap 8 4/17/68 --------------..:::..--2:---------------=--=--=-~-----.!!.;,___Date dictated ----------

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 ____ _ 

WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, SR., 701 South 
48th Street 9 after viewing a photograph of ERIC 
STARVO GALT, said that there was a resemblance 
between this man and the ERIC STARVO GALT who 
purchased PAISLEYqs 1966 white Mustang in August, 
1967. PAISLEY said he could not make a positive 
ident if icat ion and added that the man in the photo­
graph has a fatter face than the ERIC STARVO GALT 
who bought the Mustang. 

On 4/18/68 ~ Birmingham, Alabama File # BH 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by ___ W'-'-=ILL==IA=M=. -'A~. _S=· A=U=-C=IE~R"-'-'--: _R=M=B=.z-/,'""im=l,_/e~p..._g_Date dictated _4_:,_/_1_8_:,_/_6_8 ____ _ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ~~jd~ your a§ncy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/18/68 Date __________ _ 

Mrs. WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, SR., 701 South 
48th Street, after viewing photographs of ERIC STARVO 
GALT, said she could not be sure if this is the man 
she observed buy a white 1966 Mustang from her husband 
in Aug·ust, 1967. She stated that her recollect ion of 
this man is admittedly vague as she paid no attention 
to him, but, as best she could recall, the photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT did resemble the purchaser, except 
that the man in the photograph has a fuller face than 
the purchaser and the hair in the photograph is too 
dark. She said the mouth and the nose in the pho~o­
graph definitely remind her of the purchaser. 

4/18/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44-1740 On _______ at ------=----=--------File # ------------

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by ___ W_I_L_L_I_A_M_A_._S_A_U_C_I_E_R_:_R_M_B_/_j_m_l_/e_p_g __ Date dictated _4_/_1_8_' /_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4--/_1_8:..-/_68 __ · ___ _ 

WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, JRo, 701 South 
48th Street 9 Birmingham9 after viewing photographs 
of ERIC STARVO GALT, advised that the photographs 
showing GALT's eyes as being shut resembles the 
person known to PAISLEY as ERIC STARVO GALT, who 
purchased a 1966 white Mustang from PAISLEY's father 
in August 1 1967. PAISLEY commented that it appeared 
GALT had put on some weight since PAISLEY had last 
seen him in August 9 1967, as GALT's face in the photo­
graph appears fatter than what PAISLEY recalls. · After 
studying the photographs of GALT for several mi'nu,;e~, 
PAISLEY commented that the more he looked at the :photo­
graphs the more he believed that they were identical 
with the ERIC STARVO GALT who purchased the Mustang-. 

PAISLEY added that he did not wish to make 
a positive identification at this time based on the 
photographs 1 and stated he could probably make a m~re 
definite identification if he could see GALT in person1 

·, 
' 

On 4/18/68 ~ Birmingham, Alabama File# BH 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by ___ W_IL_L_;._· _IA_M_A_. _S_A_U_C_IE_"R_: _R_M_B_/__cJ::..... m_l_/e_p=-gc:;___Date dictated _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your '.!r1cy. 
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l 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ---=4~/-=2=2L./..:::.6~8 ___ _ 

Mrs. J. D. (ELIZABETH) WEEKS, 2201 Pioneer Drive 9 

- was interviewed at her place of employment, Sears Roebu~k9 
Vestavia Hills, Birmingham, Alabama, and stated that she is 
the sister of MARLIN c. MYERS, who owns the Continental 
Dance Studios, 7960 Crestwood Boulevard, Birmingham 1 

Alabama. Mrs. WEEKS stated that she took dance lessons 
between September 12, 1967, and October 3, 1967, at the 
Friendship Club, Graymont Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama 9 on 
Tuesday evenings between 7:30 p.m. and 8:30 Pom. Mrs:. WEEKS 
advised that her brother and sister-in-law were the instru~tors: 
at these dance lessons. Mrs, WEEKS advised that the only 
reason she recalls an individual named ERIC GALT attending 
dance lessons at the Friendship Club, is that her sister 1 

DORIS LADNER, told her his name. Mrs. WEEKS advised from 
what she can recall of this individual, he spoke very little 
and did not mingle with the other students. Mrs. WEEKS 
advised she never saw this individual in an automobile and 
does not recall if she ever saw him smokingo 

Mrs. WEEKS described this individual as follows~ 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Hair: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Complexion: 

White 
Male" 
Early 30's 
Brown, crew-cut 
6' 
185 lbs. 
Medium 
Medium 

Mrs. WEEKS advised she could not furnish any addi= 
tional information concerning this individual. 

4/17/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44=1740 On _______ at ______________ File# ___________ _ 

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN:mfl 4/22/68 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside:12 agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ----=4'-'-/__;;::1=9...,_/--=6=8:.-__ _ 

MARLIN C. MYERS, Owner, Continental Dance Studios, 
7960 Crestwood Boulevard, stated he is positive ERIC GALT 
took dance lessons at Continental Dance Studios, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, in 1964, under the name of ERIC S. GALT. 

MYERS stated Continental Dance Studios, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, did not have any employees and the turnover i~ dance 
instructors was very rapid. MYERS furnished the following 
names of dance instructors who possibly were at Continental 
Dance Studios, New Orleans, Louisiana, during 1964, but 
cannot furnish their addresses: 

FRANK DESIMONE, New Orleans, Louisiana 

JANET KISER, possibly married to DESIMONE 

MARCUS FELOS, address unknown 

SANDRA BANKSON, Telephone No. 945-4612 

MYERS stated that FRANK DESIMONE would possibly be 
able to furnish current addresses for the above dance instruc­
tors and names and addresses of other dance instructors. 

MYERS stated the only student he can recall is one 
ORLENA MILLER, who owns a costume shop on Drier Street, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and is a very good friend of JIP.V,f GARRISON. 

MYERS stated that all dance instructors were paid 
by checks drawn on the Whitney Bank, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

MYERS stated that Mrs. LOUELLA LUTZ would possibly 
have records for Continental Dance Studios, containing names 
and addresses of all dance instructors, employed at Continental 
Dance Studios, New Orleans, Louisiana, during 1964. 

On _ _,4=/--=1=-=6'-'-/~6'-=8'--_at --=B=-=i=r=-=m=i::.:n=g,._,h::.:a=m::::...r..., _,A=l=a=-b=a=m=a ___ File # BH 44-1740 

by _ __...SA,.,.__..._PE.......,,,_T=E=R---"'-J=O=HN=--=B=O=D=K=I=N-!.:..i..i.e:eb-"'.t _______ 0 ate dictated ___ 4_/_19_/6_8 __ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatiol!-s n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI &nd is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In connection with the above information 
furnished by Mr. MARLIN C. MYER8 9 Continental Dance 
Studios, Birmingham9 to the effect that he believed 
subject~ who was then known as GALT~ had taken dance 
lessons at the Continental Dance Studioj> N~w Orl~ans9 
Louisianaj> duriirng 1964, it is pointed out th~t ext@:nsive 
investigation conducted at New Orleans revealed no sur!;'Jh 
record of attendance by GALT during 1964 or during any 
other year. 

14 
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FEDERAL BUREAlJ OF INVESTIGATION 

1 D 5/8/68 ate _________ _ 

JAMES W. BROWN 9 Route 1 9 
Box 176=:B 9 .Re.h,!!J."m 9 !!l\,,U1b<li!Jlla 9 iiii,J.Vi5led that he was sentenced 
to the MilSlsiouri St:ffi.te Penitentiary 9 Jefferson Cityll Missouri, 
in April of 1960 and was rel~&sed on June 15, 1965. He 
stated that he knew ,JAMES EARL RAY while he was ·in prison 
and first m<et him ,~©metime in 1963.. He stated that he had 
been in groups wb~re RAY was talking on several occ:as:iolnls 
and had talked to him per~onally a few times. 

BROWN :stlatt<ed that RAY made the :statement that he 
wa:s glad wh<eIDl JOHN_F. KENNEDY was killed 9 and had made some 
statememdt::si at this time to the effect wvThat is on~ 11 :Nigger •­
lovilrllg S .. O.,Bo that got shot e ijli He stated that RAY did not like 
Negroes aIDJ.d that during the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was leading 
some of his demonstrations ~nd this information was being 
published in. the newspapers~ RAY used to curse KING and the 
Negroes. The news of the demonstrations and marches used 
to aggravate him considerably. He stated that RAY made the 
statement that KENNEDY was running the country and especially 
i.n the racial field 9 and that MlRTIN LUTHER KING could get 
the Federal Government to do anything he wanted them to. 
BROWN further advised th:B1t h~ had heard some prison. rumors 
that RAY w~~ supp©sed to hav~ killed three Negroes while he 
was in the Missouri S'\tait:e P~IDJ.iteDti8iJ.ry. 

BROWN advised th:B1t sometime in the Fall of 1963, 
RAY made the statement that he was going to get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING when he got out. He stated th~t he heard him say something 
about COOLEY (phonetic) or COOLEY 9 S organization would pay 
$10~000c00 to have KING dead., He stated th~t he could furnish 
no further il!lform~tion c.oricerning this :Bl.!tlld RAY did not mention 
it again in his presence. 

BROWN fu.11.·'ther fal.dvised that RAY seemed to have a 
sufficient supply of money aDd that he gambled with the 
other convicts ~@ntinuously in the pris©n yard. The convicts 
used chips made from bottle caps or gambled for cigarettes 
and they would settle threir gwn.bling loS!Sles at th~ end of tlle 
monthe He st~ted th&t RAY i~dic~ted at one time th~t he got 

On 4/30/68 at __ R_e_f_o-----'r_m__,,_11 -=A=l...::.::ro.::_b--=run=a.::c.._ ____ pile # __ B_H_4_4_=_1_7_4_o_· ___ _ 

by SA CLARENCE Eo WRIGHT~bal 5/6/68 Date dictated ---------
This docume~t cont1:ins neither recommendatio';ls n_or cor:tt'l.usions ~ti!'::: FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it .and its contents are not to be distributed outside yo:k'ialency. 
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a ch<\?;ck or mQn<ey regularly frm sQme so1l.lll"C!El @n the outside. 
He st:~dted tlhl~,t BJ.r~ did drink ~(Qlme a1l.)l'j)d he h~d d®t®cted :ffi,lC©hol 
on hi~ breath @n different ©iC•~iB1:Si@ns e The c@nvict ~ made 
whiskey in th® pJrii§J©n iB1mld s©m,6 ©f the guards sold whiskey 
to the convi.cts ai,lrs;©s He S>t@l.tced there w~s a lot of narcotics 
p&tssed around il!l\ tJ1Jc~ prirs,@n &IDld thC!?J guiB1rd:s would bring some 
of it in &l!Mi S©m(t'J corf it WiB1S being brought in by visitors. 
He never hiB1d Sll.lllly pe:1t'fSl©ffiliB1l kn@wled.ge that RAY used :ITTJiB1lr<t;@tic:s. 
He was: unable to name ~1,ny :specific guard th&t sold ccryntrmi.band 
to the comrictrs Q h©wever 9 he did srniy that ©ne guard wa:s caught 
selli.ng coIDJ.tJr®,b1amd to the ll'.3@nvicts in 1962 or 1963 <itnd was 
firedo IT:K~ :stcll!,t®d th~t RAY did t&lk t(Q) one p~rtic11lar guard a 
lot; 1hJCQJ\'i!i'ever ~ he dities n@t remember the guard us Ift@,lme. 

BROWN S1tiB1ted that he hiID.S n©t seen RAY ~iIDlC® he left 
prison and ha~ n@ idea where he might have gone0 He stated 
that RAY had talked ~bout tunIDJ.elling out of pris@~ and going 
to Virginia ~nd hiding in a cave. He heard RAY ~~Y th~t be 
had a largre supply of guns before he was: in pris(()lffi and heard 
him mention a submachine guno The @nly f@reign country he 
ever heard RAY menti©n was Liberim 9 Africa 9 and RAY stated 
that he had m brothier~iiTii=law w@rkillllg there ~nd th~t he was 
making a lot of mol!lley. 

BROWN ~dvised thiB1t R~Y wm:s not too frielllldlyt 
however 9 he would t~lk in groupse RAY told B=~nce th®'t 
he had been in Birmingh:M19 Alab~l,DUil,p and that ,,_ had 
stated that Birmi~gham was iB1 g©@d town to steal inQ He 
never discussed hiF past· life illll BROWNgS presence ml!ild BROWN h~s 
no idea where RAY i~ fr@m or aiTiiything about his familyo 

Bis closd aRRO~iates in pris@n were: 

JOHNNY VALENT' I (phonetic) 

VALENTI is believed to be from Batollll R.@uge 9 

Louisiana and B,ROW.N believes he is :s;till i.n _i,1.!! 11.s@ne VALENTI 
talked about Mexico~ lot ~~d could spe&tk Sp~nisho RAY 
stated one time th~t he was going t@ visit~ frielTil.d of his 
and VALENTI 8 S (this friend 9 s name unknown) who was rele~sed 
from pri:s:on and g(Q)t m~rried iB1lTil.d it is believed tlhl~t he is run­
ing il!l, ca.fe near Moberly~ Mi~~@uri o 

ovTICKvr, WILSON, wh@ w~:s killed while in Mi.S~(Q)ur:l 
State Prison. 

JOHNNY JOHNSON 9 who is from the K~ns~:s City area 
and is believmto b~ still in pris@n as he w~s servj~g ~ 
twenty=ye~r sentence. 
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9uNONEY~9 EDEN - EDEN was serving five years. 

RICHARD BEEMAN 

(FNU) MAYBERRYv fr@m West Plains 9 Miss@uri. 

BROWN wa~ ~hown a c@py of I.Oe 4182 and he ~tated 
that the center pi©ture l@@k~ exactly like he remembered him 
in prison and the other pictures resemble him also. 

17 .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

May 8, 1968 Date----=---'--------

JAMES W. BROWN 9 305 South E~~t Street, Talladega 1 
Al~ib~mia! 9 wa~ re:il!llterviewed altld. furnished the following 
informia!tion: 

Hew~~ recently int~rviewed a~d furnished all 
the iinformatiorm ,m his knowledge as to his as~ociation 
with JAMES EARL RAY. As to t.l!le information he furnished 
concerning the fact t.!tuit he heard RAY remark that the 
Cooley org~ni~~tion would pay $10,000 to get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING killed 9 ~.nd he was going to kill KING upon his release, 
he s~:iid tllllere were at least three persons whom he can 
rec~ll who were present on this date and heard RAY make 
this statement. He said they were JOHNNY VALENTI 1 NOONIE 
EDEN (phonetic) 9 and CHESTER EALEY (phonetic). He said 
he believes these three persons are still in prison in 
Missouri. He said this statement was made by RAY during 
the latter part of 1963. He said he would testify to 
this information. 

He said he has no idea as to the identity of 
the Cooley organization and has never heard this organi­
zation mentioned by anyone other than RAY on this one 
occasion. 
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Fl. •-302 (Rev. 4-lS-t,4) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

May 15 9 1968 Date ____ ~-----

JAMES W. BROWN 9 305 East Street 9 Talladega 9 Alabama, 
was iID.tcsrvi<ewed ~t the Rehialbilitill.tion Center, Talladega, 
~lO!d furnished tlble following~ 

BROWN ent(t;1Jl'ed the iu:sisouri State Penitentiary 9 

,Jefferson City 9 ;1ussouri 9 @)n M.arclrn 25 9 1960 9 after having 
been convict~d in Kans~s City, Missouri, for murder and 
receiving a twenty-year sentence.' He stayed 'iinside the I 
wallsn ialt Jefferson City until February 9 1964, when he was 
transferred t© a br~nch of the Penitentiary System at 
FordlIBJJilld. 9 Missouri. 

During his imprisonment 9 BROWN became acquainted 
with one JO&WNY WLAN'TI (phonetic). VELANT! had told BROD 
t.hat VELAN''.ll."X Jb:tl8J,d some relatives in Baton Rouge 9 Louisiana, 
and VELAm'I was serving~ twenty-year sentence after being 
convicted in Kansas City, Missouri 9 for robbery. V LANTI 
had also claimed to BROWN that when he was arrested by 
the Kansas City Police Department he, VELANTI, had in 
bis possession the name of a notorious Kansas City gangster, 
which had been given to VELANTI by a New Orleans friend. 
VELANTI did not identify either of these two names, but 
claimed he was questioned ''thoroughly" by the Kansas City 
Police Department about this name VELANT! had in his 
possession. 

BROWN claimed .be and VELANTI became good friends 
during this time and s~metime in either November or 
December 9 1963 9 through VELANT! 9 BROWN met JAMES EARL RAY, 
another inmate at the penitentiary. This meeting took 
place in the prison yard at a time shortly after the 
assassination of Pr~~:ident KENNEDY. At the time of the 
meeting, RAY was involved in a poker game and VELANTI 
told BROWN that he 9 VJ£LANTij was a personal friend of 
RAY's, who was doing twenty years for robbery. VELANTl 
introduced RAY to BROWN as 0 JAMES RAY" and told BROWN 
that everyone called him HRAYo 19 Later, at an unrecalled 
time 9 VELANTI told BROWN that he, VELANTI, had known "RAY" 
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in Atl~nta, Georgia, and that they (VELANTI and RAY) had 
committed a robbery in Atlanta together$ BROl"N claimed 
VELA~"TI had told him that VELA.tm'I and RAY had robbed a 
«)il company about midni.ght after having watched it for 

about; a week. VELANTI also told BROWN that VELANTI 's wife 
and three children were then, 1963 or early 1964, living 
in Atlanta and U1va1,1t VJLANTI qs oldest son had been killed 
in an automobile ~ccident i.n early 1964e Aoout that time, 
early 1964 9 VELANTI~s wife quit writing to him and VELA.NT! 
tried to get the Catholic Chaplain to contact his wire in 
an effort to have her resume writing. BROWN also recalled 
that VELANTI had told him he was serving a sentence for 
the ro~bery of a Kansas City hotel" BROWN and VELaNTI 
had both been in the same jail at Kansas City, Missourij 
at the ~ame time but were in different tanks and did not 
actually meet until they got to prison. 

BROWN stated he was present during about three 
or four conversations between VELANTI and RAY, but that 
BROWN and RAY never had any detailed conversation of any 
kind. BROWN recalls in one of these conversations in late 
1963 RAY said to VELANTI that he, RAY, was going to escape 
from the "pen" and th.at RAY knew a "guy named COOLEY" who 
could hi.de RAY where no one could find him. BROWN claimed 
that RAY also stated that COOLEY would pay $10,000 to anyone 
who would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. In other conversations 1 

BROWN recalled RAY talking about tunnelling out of the 
penitentiaryiif he had to, and going to Liberia where RAY 
claimed he had a brother-in-law living, who was "making 
good money." BROWN recalls that at another time, in 
discussing the assassination of President KENNEDY, VELANTI 
stated he did not believe anyone should kill the President, 
to which RAY said that he, RAY, would have done it himself 
if he had had the ch~nce and that KENNEDY "was nothing but 
a damn Catholi.c. 0 According to BROWN., RAY often expressed 
his hatred for Catholics and Negroes. 

BROWN also recalls RAY claim:ing he knew where a 
cave was located in Virginia, where, Y could hide upon 
his escape, BROW'N' b,)1 iovcr, tha i. nna o J' he prisoners who 
overheard some of thf"ie: C(1iP/Ol'::Ht t ions was "NOONEY EDEN*" 
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