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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date . May 13, 1968

JAMES W, BROWN, 305 East Street, Talladega, Alabama,
was Inberviewed at the Rehabilitation Center, Talladega,
and furnished the following: , :

BRO¥N entered the Missouri State Penitentiary.,
Jefforson City, ssouri, on Harch 23, 1980, after having
been convicted in Kansas City, Missouri, for murder and
receiving a twenty~-year sentence, He stayed "inside the
walls® at Jefferson City until February, 1964, when he was
transferred to & branch of the Penitentisry System at
Fordlepd, Missouri,

eI e

During his imprisconment, BROWN beocame acquainted
with one JOHNKY VILANTI (ohonetic). VELANTI had told BROW?
that VELANTI had some relatives in Baton Rouge, louisiang,
and VELANTI was serving a twenty-year sentence after bheing
convicted in Kansas City, Missouri, for robbery. V LANTY
bad also claimed to BROVE thst when he was arrested hy
the Kansas City Police Depariment bhe, VELANTI, had in
his possession the name of & npotorious Kansas City gangster,
whick had been given to VELARTI by a New Orleans friend,
VELANTI did not identify either of these two names, but

claimed he was guesticunsd "thoroughly" hy the Xansas City - ..

Police Depariment about this pamé VELANTI had in his .
possession. S
BROWH claimed he and VILARTE became good friends.
during this (ime and sometime in eltbher November or ‘
Decewher, 19863, through VELANTIL, BROWN met JAMES EARL RAY,
anether inmate at the peaitentiary. This meeting took
place in the prison vard at g time sheritly after the
assassination of Prasideat KERINEDY. At the time of the
meeting, RAY was involved in. 2 poker gams and VELANTI
tola BEQWN that be, VILANTI, was a personal friend of
RAY's, who was doing twenty yvears for robbary. VILANTI
intreduced RAY to BROWN as "JAMES RAYY and teld BROW
thaet everyone called him "RAY,"” Later, at an unrecalled
time, VILARTI told BROWH that he, VELANTI, had known TRAY"
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in Atlanta, Georgia, and thst they (VELAWTI and RAY) had
tted 2 robbery in Atlanta together. BROWH claimed

VEL I bhad told him that VELANTY and BAY had robbed a

il company about midpight aiter having watched it for
abous & week, VELARNTI also told BROWN that VELANTI's wife
and three children were then, 1963 or early 1864, living
in Atlanta and that VELANTI's c¢ldest son had been killed
in an automobile sident in early 1964. About that time,
eariy 1964, VIL

]

- ¢

WWTE s wife guit writing to him and VELANTI
tried to get the Catholic Chaplain to contact his wile in
an eifort to have her resume writing. BROUN also reecalled

e
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that VELANTI had told him he vwas serving a sentence for
the roonbery of a Kansss City hotel. BROWE and Vil
had Wwoch been in the same jail at Kansas City, Missouri,
at the same time but were im different tanks and did not
actually meet until they got to prigon.

BROWH stated he was present during about three
or four conversations betwveen VELANTI and RAY, but that
BROWH and RAY never had any detailed conversation of any
kind, BROWN recalls in one of these convergations in late
1963 RAY said to VELARTY that he, RAY, was going to escape

from the "pen" and that BAY knew a "guy naned COOLEYY™ who
could hide BAY where no one could find him. BROUN claimed
that BAY also stated that COOLEY would pay $10,000 to anyone
who would kill MARTIN LUTHER KIRG. In other conversations;
BROVN recalled RAY tzlking about tunpelliing out of the
penitentisry, if he had to, and going to Liberia where RAY
claimed be had a brother-in-law living, who was "making
good noney.' BROWH recalls that at another time, in
digcussing the assassination of President KIENNEDY, VRLANTI
stated he did not believe anyone should kill the President,
to which RAY sazid that he, BAY, would hove dome it himself
if he had had the chance and that KEHNEDY "was pothing but
a damn Catholic." According to BROVN, RAY often expressed

his hatred for Catholics anrd Negross.

BROWN also recalls RAY claiwming he kney where a
cave was located in Virginia, wheve =AY could hide upon
his escape. BROWN belicves ithat nne of Lhe prisonsrs who
overheard scme of theso converzaations was "NOONEY EDER,Y
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BROWN claims that VELARTI told BROWN on nmore
than ong occasion that RAY had killed three Negroes in
itent with a "shiv" (knife). BROWN claimed
he did not Ln the details concerning these alleged
killings

O%N believes he once told RAY that he (
was from Alsbama and recalls RBAY stating that Birminghsaw
was a good town to steal in and th@t RAY had conce stole @
car in Birmingham before he was arrested in Kansas City.
BROYN wag of the opinion that RAY, at the time he met him,
was living in "C" Hall and was work ing in the licenge
plate p 1t. BROWN further stated he believed RAY was
left~handed, smoked Winston cigareties, walked pigeon-toed,
and had a ¥ippo lighter with the initials "J.R." scratched
on it. '

BROWN clains he knows of no lottery oxr gambling
cperation conducted by VELANTI in which RAY took an active
part.,

BROWN stated he would cooperate with the FBI in

any way possible and was doing so, not for any reward,
but because he felt he should.
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Confidential source, whose rellablllfy has

not been established, advised that he was received in
the WMissouri State Penvtentgﬁwy ‘during September, 1865,
and was 1mmﬁ*'qt@jy placed in guarantine for 2 thirty-day
observation period which is reguired of 211l new prisoners
and thereafter he was assigned to Cell 188, Tiexr #8,
J.Hall, and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop.

In 1h:“ connection, the source stated that there is
only cone inmgte to a cell and that the Missouri State
Pepitentiary has five halls within the prison wall which
house prisoners.

The source said that while in J. Hall, during
November, 12865, he first became acquainted with JAMES
EARL RAY, who W“S already assigned to J Hall and wvwho
worked daily in J Hall as a "Walk Boy.'" The source
explained that the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a "Walk
Boy" were to take orders for cigavettes, gum, candy, etc.,
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring
hot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inmates.
The source added theat JAMES BARL RAY was the only "Walk
Boy" in J Hall and further that he was free 1o contact
any inmate and could move throughout the hall frecly.
He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the
hall and that he could remain inside during working
hours, having ne other assignments.

The source said that his first conversation
with RAY took plzee when RAY observed him reading a
BIPMﬁﬂ?h zy Alabams "Post-Herald™ newspaper which he had

a subscription to while in prizon. The source advised
that RA? ”gk@d him on this occasion if he 'was from the
State of Alabsma to which he replied he was from Walker
County, Alabswa. RAY said to the gource that he knew
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further

that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages,
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what

he was talking akout, especizally since he mentiouned

beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint
which source believed was Rose's Place and Riverview Cafe.
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that he had visited or stayed in the Birminghan,
ares in the past; however, RAY never nmentioned
3 ciastes, acquaintances, friends, relatives or
employmants in th@ State of Alabama. The source advised
that i is conversation ended with RAY asking him jf he
could have hiﬁ Birmingham, Alabamsa, 'Po st-Herald
newspaper when he Alnlnuﬁd reading them each dayy which
was & e to source. The source advised thereafter
RAY me by his cell each evening and pick up
his r which he would place between the celil bars.

The gource said that RAY never discussed his
fanrily nor did he ever indicate from whieh part of the
United States he came from, but the source kelieved that
RAY was ivom the southern part of the United States only
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled
with his interest in a8 southern newspaper.

The source stated that he personally gave RAY
his present home dddf@”% and ftelephone numb@r on oneé
ogeasion, telling RAY to stop by hiie home sometime if
and when h@ ever got released from p1150n and they would
have a drink or two together. The source pointed out
that RAY did not ask him for his address oxr telephone
number znd that he merely furpished this to RAY knowing
that he was doing a 20 yeay prison sentence and more than
likely he would never agsain see RAY after he left prison.
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and ftelephone
numher, RAY xeplied "Don't he surprised if I call you up
gsometime™ and thevestier placed this piece of paper in
his pockel.

nirce said ih“t BAY was a very quiet
Yt sy n, calm, clean, never laughed or
enjoyved a good story, solemn face, and remained to
hinsgelf mozt of the time. The source advised that he would

cften #AY in the prison yard and cn cccasicen attempted
to S%ﬁ” up z conversation with RAY, but he never appeared

interested so the gource gave up ,r§1ng to make conversgastion
with njl, Ve

The source said that tl only topic which would

arouse RAY's interest was ihe subject of money. The source
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ececasion during & conversation with

54
RAY S osail of thege days 1f I ever get out
oF hern I am goiovy to make wmyself a bunch of woney.

When source how he intended doing this, RAY
replied he had econtacts and the are mofe ways of
making money than rohbing banks. Souyrce then asked
RAY what his plan was, to which RAY replied "The

Pusinessmen's Association has offered $100,000.00
foyr killing MARTIN LUTHER KING and he's five years
past Y The 50u“~ gtated he then asked RAY

what Businessmen's Association was, to which RAY

eplied F don't know but I will find out.'" 7The
source zdded that this was the first and last time
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he
ever ag: ntion the Businessmen's Asscciation
in hig presence.

The gource said that BAY told him that he
always worked aloneg and thevaifore limited the
possibhility of heing caught and said "I have got a
plage picked out where I can hide," never mentioning
where the place was located. '

94
e

was 2 prison

The asource state are
ost daily in J Hall
his

i

cigarette l“tquy g01n5 on al
and ihat EA @4
wagerls ticket
' mnnings
" ivu sy
o Luwa+?
wal from 8 i 30uri , name

e degeribed this .Mdlvjdua} as a
an, age 43 to 46, dayrk ﬁwmplﬁﬁlﬁﬂ witlh
face and nickoszwed "Dogo.” The

I r lottery in J H=z wsorun by

an ”n€° idual micknamed "Bosg Lmnsf : doing 2

20 year sent and described him #s & white maie,

Jottery, delivering
ing these up and would
eaoh night. He
@tterleﬁ ww J Hall. One
C VALERTI

45 years of very short and oc Cupl@d either call 23,
24 oy on the flag in J§ Hall, weaning the first floor

not like VALENTI'=
wagers with the

FOUPCE
z0 he

wagering of

71

individual nickpamed "Bozton.’  The zource stated that

o,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LD i@
},“7‘
“f@“f'@

that 15.&.@1'@.

L
O1e
had 2
that he
MONey.

The source advised that
orgaunization bheing op@”ftea at the
P@nii&mtimrv bv thﬁ ‘
this was
while @n
Fivst
The souves
the County J2
months and b
whom he
gaid that

naiutﬁd wzth
a iouT time
y Wi

Spring and
previous SEOurl
and was peni

:i1ﬂv3
1o 36&&
Pepitent:
othey prison
he would obi:
CPATﬁ iui@rm%d hi

‘:"”@ he
and be being a2
“ﬂwmmﬁa] favwfsm

T prisons
a very An i
and could ﬁvén, iux a price,

was at ong
;ng frield, Mis

thati

wouid nead iu

may have while

R

5
ek and

.i,“‘g

to

.

ere

in 8 detective
thaet CRAIG head
}.7

niélﬁ

s ?
P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.

14176

b

wae reimbursed

@ pould

service.

o Th
lavge

ximate 1‘»?

SHAW
time

of

Was an

ssouri
orpgani
BOUTCE

HState

2 On
that he
ed

ad

zation was

tion and
nitentiary he
xninted.

E4
%

aaid that

that

several
{FNU) CRATG,

ner,
The s0ource
on

nitentis
BOUPCE

The

Y
1%

u% en route

advised

with

Pl
IR EAL

him

State

GYrEganiz
el thag
on would

ation 5



ol
pod
o
uZ
1
1Y
<&

The souree adyvisad t*”“ after his releaxe from
guarantine, | 3 3 d CRATIG, who then working
in the messg MXQwﬂui State Peunitentiary.

The source adviged that he then zpproached CRAIG and

told CRATQ that ne desired to join the Coolev's
Organization and at this time geve him a3 $106.00 ceniesn
ook, r inting out that the m@mLPF@wEP fee to join
Cooley's Organization was $10.00 and that this membe
fee would make an inwate s paid up mesmber an long
was in prison. The source advised that CRAIG iuid ki
that he would obtain his membership for him and Env SEMe

2

I w

night JAMES EARL BAY csme to hig cell and gszve a
card saying "Here is your card,;"” and nothing @1‘3 and

fherﬁf@r@ he alwayvs felt ithat KA% was a member of the
Cooley's Organization since he was so trusted. However,
RAY nJvQA said to him that he was a member ney did he
ever ask him.

The gource z3id that his momnbership card :
type written with bis name on it and had the heading
"Membership Cocley's Club." The source said th:
menhership card was like g eredit card snd it oot
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and o
sundries but could not he uged for evedit purpos
lotteries.
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CRAIG in the mowm: time ke 4di

CRAYIG his menbher end filed hig gw"

CRAY The souras that CBAIG iunforwed him
he would handle thig cowplaint; however, the fee for
hendling his gvieva was BOL of what was due a
prisoney. 4] ; zdded ihg\ sabae que 5
REﬁD?T”‘ 21 his ceil in J ¥Ha with hi

cigeareties collaected fyron n grievance.

erret

The source gtated tha 1
from 1he mess hall to the Chuw
outside tha prison wall at Miss
The source snld that prioy TO
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sted him and instrucsted him who to see in the
te take complaints should he have any
ddd}ilOWﬁY grievances. At this point, the source
pointad out that Wubu pli&yan@e* would be placed
either at the mes he prison yard, noting
that only during %hew p@gi@ﬁg of time all the
ipmates from different halls could talk with each
other. The source added that he was unahle to
furnish any Jﬁ””TlpﬁlOn of name of the individual
he wag instructed to contact in the mess hall aiter
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further
complaints and wag Subﬁequ@ntly trangferred to the
Renz Tarm, winich is algo located outsids the prison.

»a pes
:

S
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[
If‘

The source stated that the Cooley's
OCyganization was opoerating when he arrvived at the
Missour State Penitentiary aund wag still deoing business
when he d@paried and he felt thet this opersiion had
been started and maintained by old cons who are now
trusties and who reside in A Hall, which is the trusties'
barracks. He sadded that he personally feaved the power
of the Cooley's Organization as did other inmates and
in his opinion, he personally felt they could
render preitaliation regarding him if they hecame aware
that he gave information concerning their organization.

The source said that during the time RAY

was assigned to J Hall, he had dgzempted an escape
which WS Unsue cessiul and thereafter he ne ver saw BAY
again since RAY was not returned to J lizll and he
later woent to Renm ¥Farm. He said that while at Renz

arm he did hear that RBAY successfully escaped fronm
the Mis HOVF“ P@nitentiaéy by hiding himself in a
bred truck.

The source was a~k»@ if there ever circulated
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumecr conceri ing the
killing of Thrﬂe Negro inmates and 1f RAY's nasne was
ever mentionad as a suspect or being involved in theso
killings. ﬁhe source said that he did leavn that whe
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prizonves
four white men with piliowcases over theiy heads waited

o7

ot
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’§$mnerﬁ to enter the showery room on
tabed three of the Negroes to
death, Wuvndwd surth and the fiith escapad. He
said that 21t no ¥ did he hear any rumor that RAY
was inveolved in the se killings. '

for five 3997@
one cccasion

The souy gaid that the inmates located
in J Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who
could possibly furnish additional information conserning
Y SPRATT, cell 187, and GERE (ONU), cell
apad bg QVb?ﬁOW@TiD? a gusrd and taking
his uniformg howoever, this indi va@u@l was gsuccessiully
apprehended and TWtdrn@J to Missouri State Penitentia
Source advised that another inmate, na”ﬁ unknown, who
occupied cell 180, was a lottery pl er. Another
inmate , nawe uﬂRHOWﬁ, nicknamed ‘C@Wh@y,” was & hall
tender in charge of conviectg in J Hall.

j i

source was digplayed numerous photograp
of JAMEE EA& RAY and dei%@ﬁ that 81l phoiographs bea
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he gpecifically
identified the photograph of JAWES FARL RAY taken at
the Missouri State Penitentiasry during the time he was
incarcerated. The gource said that he would have no
difficu?ty in identifying RAY should he ever see him
agalvs even if he attempted to disguise is identitys
giving as his r@ﬁgﬂnﬁ that RAY was definitely "slough-
footed”™ and h1 tees poisted out noticeably when he
walked ¢z 5 and seles to wear down on the
OHT%IU Fe heés a prominent cleft on his chin,
wieh is noticesble and remarked that RAY liked his
boaza and that he nad the impression from talking with
him that he was a heavy dripker. 7The source alsc
added that in hig opinion from his knowledge of RAY in
prison that he thought RAY had a normal sex life.

The source advised thst the only other pexyson
that he knew that RAY wight have been clozely ascociated
L e

when in prison was & full=blooded Indian prisoner who
was t bharboer in J Hall but whese name he could not
reﬁaiic ”h% s;nrhe %?tﬁd that he deliniiely had not
been 1 4€ since he has oloazed from:
pr'gon, a, 1867, and that he would

notify the Ri
¢ contzoel bhi

eyver attempred
the fuiure.

i ng ¥RI Office ifi
w in any way Or mannsr in

N
2
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/20/68

FH_

Mr, PETER CHRERPES, Owaner, Economy Rooming House,
2806 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, was given two photographs
of ERIC SYARVO CGALT aed afler carefully studyiug these
ohotographs for several minutes, stated, "I believe this is
FRIC CALT whoe vesided at my rooming houss, The photographs
rear a very close rezemblance to him; however, I can't be
suve until I seen him in perscn.”

On __4/18/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File # BE 44-1740
by . SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:jbt Date dictated . 4/19/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F13) and is Joaned to
your agency; it and its conlents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
eIy
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

f oy

Date __4/20/68

Mr. HERBERT rELLY advised that he is employed as a
cock al the Ecounomy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Bir-
mingham, apd that he was employed at this house duvring the period
Avigust 26, 1967, through October 7, 1967.

Mr. KELLY zdvised that duxing this period of time he
prepared and served the morning and evening mealc and was
acguainted with most of the tenants., He said that he did
remember a guest by the name of ERIC GALT who resided at the
Econony Reoming House and particularly recalled that he occuplcd
Room 14, and was always late for hreakfast.

Mr. KELLY was given two photographs of ERIC STARVO
GALT and after carefully studying these photographs far
several minutes, stated, "I believe these photographs of
GALT are identical with the ERIC GALT who resided at this
rooming house. These pictures bear a very close resemblance
to hinm."

Mr, KELLY stated that he would not muake a positive
identification pointing out that he desired to view GALT in
person before making such an identification,

On 4/18/68 .+ Rirminghsam, Alabama File 4 BH 44-1740
o‘;{*;
(F1) o L .
by —_ SA WILLIAM A, SAUCINR:jbt Date dictated . 2/ 19/68

This document containg neither recommendations nor. conclusions of the FBI. It is y i
nen rins mmands 1S T BI. is the proparty of the FBI and is loanse
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. orned to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



! 202 (Rev. « -t

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May L0, 1906

2

PETER CHERPES, Owneyr of the Bronowy nvﬁwlng Hoase,
2508 Highland Avenwe, Birminghswm, Alabama, was oo

photograph of JANES EARL "’z“’", which photegraph
taken during the residence of RAY in Log Ar gel :
during late 1967 and eaxly 1968, CHERFES, wi thnut | FEE:
i»‘iimi’elw ide *H:szzrﬂ thig photograph as belog a pholo
ol @ son knowa to CHERPES zs ERIC 8. GALY, who res)
at E‘ﬂ}“ifgp«w POORLNE h(?\l?si? fyrom Auguf‘t Zo, rT8a87, throug
approxzinately Cctobheyr 7, 1867 CHERPES. t* i this pholos
graph of JAMES FARL RAY was 'th bagt Likenszs of the maan
known to CHEHPES ag ERIC S, GALT that CHERPLS had goen

date.
On _ B/76/88 at Birmingham, Alabamd _ pie # _ 0BH o
by Date dicteted - oo .
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the I'BI, It is the proporty of the PR wand is Jaaned to

your agency; it and its contents ave not to be distributed cutside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 18, L8d3

HERBERY KELLY, who ig employed zs 3 cook &t
the Toonocuy ROOming Houae 2608 Bighland Avenue,
Bivpingham, Alabams, and who served meals to ERIC &,
GALT during the rew ycgnce of GALT at the Fb@nemy Rowming
Houge, wag shown 2 shotograph of JAMES EARL RAY, which

had been taken duving the residence of RAY 1n Las
Aﬁgélé@, Califernia, during late 1967 and eirly 1908.
KELLY definitely identified this photograph as baing
a photograph of the persen known to him ag ERIC S
GALT., XKELLY alseo gaid this photograph was the bast
likenesz of GALT that KELLY had seen to date.

On 576/68 al __Birminghaw, Alzbawa File #5H fl_&n ) f e

SA'S h.z ERT K, BA ’37)’FT &

by ‘r‘-"IL,,, AL SAUCTIEY RiG:cap Date dictated AR Y
e ate > ol e e
This document contginq neither recommendations nor conclusions of the I'Bl. It is the property of i P31 and e lounod ta
your agency; it and ils contents are not to be distributed outside youvpazency. :
ey?
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MISCELLANEQUS

Outlets of Salacious Booksg

The following investigation was conducted by
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:

During investigation it had been determined
that subject RAY had on more than one occasion while
regiding in California written to publishing houses
dealing in salacious and sex books., In view of that
characteristic of RAY, all newsstands and book shops
serving as local outlets of that type of material were
canvassed and identification orders left with the
proprictors. No one during this survey recalled having
geen RAY in their establishments but each promised to
notify the FBI at Birmingham should he be observed in
the future.

Bank Robberies and Bank Burglaries

The following investigation was conducted by
SA PATRICK J., MOYNIHAN:

Based on a suggestion from the Bureau, all
pending unsolved bank robbery files in the Birmingham
Office hawve been reviewed on the possibility that subject
RAY may have parcticipated in such activity. Based on
this review, RAY has definitely been eliminated as being
a suspect in any such bank robbery.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Files pertaining to unsolved bank burglaries
in the Birmingham territory were likewise reviewed but
same reflected no witnesses to such bank burglaries
~and no latent fingerprints which might be compared with
the prints of RAY, ’
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BH 441740
Rooming Houses

The following iunvestigation was ceonducted by
SAs ROBERT M. BARBRETY, WILLIAM A, SAUCIER, NEIL P, MARTIN,
and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN:

Although as has previously been reported by the
Birmingham Oifice that all rooming houses were canvassed
with the photograph of the individual then identified as
GALT, caen of these establishmoents were recontacted
during the periods April 25=29 and May 3=7, 1968, and
identification orders supplied to the proprietors. The
proprictors were also questioned concerning the possibility
of subject under the name RAY or additional gliascs then
known as baving been a tenant in the past, especizlly
during the pertinent periods when his whereabouts were
not known. The number of such rooming houses was quite
extensive and included all which advertised in the daily
press, under the classified section of the telephone
directory, or by sign idvertisements. No identification
of RAY having resided in any such place resulted other
than as has been previously reported, his residence at
the Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birminghan,
from August 26 = October 7, 1967. The above also included
checks at charity type shelter homes and institutions. It
also included all YHMCA operated establishments,

Marriage and Divorce Records

The records of the Probate Court in each of the
31 counties comprising the territory of the Birwmingham
Off ice were searched pertaining 1o any marriage or divoirce
recerd of subject RAY under his true name or any known
aliases. This resulted negatively but was considered
advisable in visw of his veiled reference on one occasion
that he had a divorced wifce living Yover the mountain®
near Birminghan, '
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Pogsible Local Robbezries

Inmediately after identification of RAY as
baeing involved in this wmatter, the Robbery Sguad of the
Birmingham Police Department was furnished with photo=-
graphs of him and also pertinent dates during which he
was known to have resided in Birminghawm, i.e. August 26 =
Cetobher 7, 19867. HNewbers of the Robbery Sguad have
exhibited his photograph to holdup victims ocecurring in
Birmingham during that period without identification.

At the pregent time, this facet of the invegti-
gation i being extended to 1nclude robbery sguads of the
police depsriments in the six Resident Agencies of the
Birmingham Office and to the cities of road trip
territories.

Unidentified Deceased Mzles

Inmediately after the identification of RAY as
the subject of this investigation, contact was bad with
the T@iie“wan County Sheriff's Cffice, Birmingham, Alab:
and with the Ofifice of the Coropner, which officisl works
clos @]y with the Sheriff’s Office. The Coroner was
reguesited to advise ithe Birmingham Office should any un=
identified deceaszed male be examined by his office. 4s
yet there have bezn no guch instances coming to the
attention of the Coroner.

Based on information contaiped in Bureau communi-
cation, dzted May 9, 19689 regavding this matter, similay
inqguiries and utrp nut ices are being placed at the present
time with coroners and sheriff's offices in the counti
of the six Resident i~»e;;@g and to rosd trip tervitori

of the Birmingham Offic
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Pogsible Ewmployment of Ray
By Country Clubs

_ The following investigation was conducted by
Sfs ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A, SAUCIER:

In a commuinication from the Bureau, dated May 10,
1868, it was pointed out that while residing in the los
Angeles area during the carly part of 1968, and prior to
hig departure therefrom in Maxrch, 1968, RAY had beoon
determined to have made several telephone calls to country
clubs in an effort to obtain employment, especially as a
bartender, since he is kvown to have pursusd & courss in
bartending while resgiding in Los Angeles.

All country clubg in the immedizte area of
Birminghan were contacted on May 18, 1968, by 8is ROBERT
M, BARRETT and WILLYAM A, SAUCIER, photographs exhibited,
and records of applications gnd employees checked with
negative regults., This matter is nov receiving attention
by the Resident Agencies in Birmingham Office territory
in comnection with countyry c¢lubg located in those areas.

Hotels and Motels

On the datea April 25, 206 and 25, 1868, Sis
ROBERT M. BARREYT, WiLLisX¥ A. SAUCIER, NEIL P, MARTIN,

and RICHARD D, SCHWRIN conducted the following investipgation:

¥

After the iddentification of RAY, his phntographs
and identification ordors were exhibited to a2ll hotels
and motels in the Birmisgham-Dagsener, Alabana, arceg,
although euployees of thosse establishments had previousl
been contazoted and showyn photographs during the period
that subject's name was balieved to be GALT. Records of

37
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r)

these establishments

name ¢f RAY and hig o© aliase

wag kpown to have been in the Birmingham area, but no
1gde

such record of resid @ could be located. Exhibition
of his photograph was extended to include 21l emplovees
on all three shifts of ezch hotel and motel. No
employees could make any identification.
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A1l ; on each
of bus lineg sery h@ Birming

April 25 and 2§, EJﬁﬁa by 5S4z ROBERT M : Al
A, SAUCIER, NEiL P, MARTIN, and RICHARD D. S( 1-7 gnd
identificaltion ordersg pertaining to RAY were plied
to the enployees without effecting an *Qentlfl fion.

A

After idggusnce of the identificgtion order
the arrest of subject RAY, wloyees of the @1%v tic
offices and the respective wminals of railroad
the city of Birmingham were contacted by Sz RQQ&KQ i
BARRETYT, WILLYAM A, BAUCIER, NEIL P. MARTIN, and ﬂi‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁ
D. SCHWEIH, and copies of the ]d,nk;fl‘“ﬂlﬁﬂ orders
furnished to s3id emplovees. Ho ong recsalled having
RAY in the capacity ©f 2 passenger on any railway line,

t.‘:’

“ {t-%
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Airli

Although a1l city offices and Vunicipal Alrport
stations of each airline gervipg Birmingham had be
prcvxouuiy contacted regarding subject then kmmwﬂ @
they were again canvagsed on April 25, 19288, by 5
M., BARRETT and WILLIAM A, SAUCIER and 1@@@?111n&mz@
issued for BAY were exhibited and left with personne!
each city office and airport station of each airl.
1dmuf1;1ﬂntion was effected.

UJ

Car Rental Apencies

On April 25, 1968, 211 automobile rental
agencies in Birmingham were recontacied by SAsz ROBERT W,
BARRETT, WILLIAM A, SAUCIER, NEIL P, MARTIN, and RICHAR
D. SCHWEIN, after the stablishanent of RAY be ing the
subject in this maftﬁr fp@lr reﬂ@rd checked and
identification ordsr i G ch shift of such

rental agencies. Th*? v@u..ﬁd wagqﬁ;va}y as to any
identification of RAY uwtilizing such a method of trans-
portation. during the pertinent period.

Rl
s,
Gt
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Luggage Storage

The following investigation wag conducted by
SAs NEIL P, MARTIN and RICHARD D, SCHWEIN on May 1, 1%968:

Through the cooperation of the managers of the
luggage storage departments of the bus stations, railway
stations, shopping centers, and the Birminghsm Mopicipal

Airport, all Juggage which had been allowed to rewngin
over the pregceribed periocd of storage was examined. No
item which could be attributed to RAY was noted.

Leundries and Dry=Cleaning Establishmentis

The following investigation was conducted by
SAs ROBERT M., BARREYTT, WILLIAM A. SAUCIER, NEIL P. MARTIN,
and RICHARD D, SCHYEIN:

Since it had been determined from investigation
that the subject previously kanown as GALT freguently
utilized branch offices of lsundries and dry-=cleaning
establishnents, usually on a weekly basis, 2ll main
offices and the 2861 branch offices in regidential neigh-
borhcoods were recontacted after issuance of the identifi-
cation ordexr for BAY. No employees other ths baen
previously reported could identify RAY ag being a patron
of their establishment. Ideptification ordsrs were left
with each proprietor. '
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Parolees from Missouri State Penitentiary

Mr. JOHN MeINTOSH, Chief Deput Ve 8. Proba
Officer, was contacted by. 5% HENRY A, SMO& 1o detey
whether their files contained records of any paroled
from the ¥ surd State Penitentiary residing in Ul
Northern Dz%irlﬂt of Alabamz, who may have been confined

in the ¥issouril institution during the same psricd of
cont 1t of RAY, Based on available records

Me INTOSH was unable to ide nilfy any such state pa“@l@@
who might be under federal supervision gzt this tiwme,

Mr, WARREE GASTON, Alabama State P
¥robation Officer, Room 411, Jefferson Count
was contacted for the game purpose and sugg
L., B. STEPHENS, Par@le Ixecutive, élab@ma
Buiidin' M@ntga ry Ala bamMQ weuld h3Wﬁ

under %tat@ Sun rvn&x@n in Al@uamae He Lat@o 1%&1 ¥,
STEPHENS keeps these records under an interstate comps
with the various states. App& priate comwmunicagtion
dispateched to the Mebile Office for contact with Mr,
STEPHENS.
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Safe Deposii Boxes

In a comaunication dated ¥

Burezu pointed out that it may have
subject RAY Wh_.ﬂ fleeing on the day aft@

from Memphis, Tennsssee, to his next known

" Atlanta, G@@rgiaw to have visited a bank and gaiu@d

access 1o 3 safe deposit box previcusly rented. fi

pertinent date was considered 1o be April 5, 1%6av

Thr cugh the coopergtion of %ﬂﬂ following bank
officials e nded 1o SA HERNRY A, SNOVW during the
May 8-16, 1968, they caused records of the 24,380
sale deposit boxes to be checked for the pertinent date
of entry, April §, 1968:

Mr., CHA} s T, SMITH, Auditor, and
Mrs. CATHERINE REEDY, Manager of
Safe Dej g nent, Birmingham
Trust MlRtha' {Ly Main Office,
and its 17 by effices
My. CLAUDE LOVELESS, Comptroller,
ret National Bank of Birmingham,
and itg 25 branch @1f1@@n

Mr. ROBERT F. CRADDOCK, &Zuditor,

Exchange Sawusx@y bamLiand its 12
branch offices

My . GEORGE
Nationg!

MURTHREE,
Bank of Birminghaw, and its
anch offices

e, PLOYD L. JONES, Viee President,
~Central Bank and jr i3t Company, and
its five branch offices
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i orders were exhibited
R 2 of ezch of ihe ;
-h of the banks w;LhLU%
sen & past customer or s bhavin

delivered tc
department
C} ‘F Rﬁ\:ﬂv

access deposit bex on the date Afrl?
1965, bank officials, after having o

: ¢ be ﬁaﬂﬂ of their entry cards for the
date, advigsed that no customer who nmight conceivabl
identicgl with RAY entered a box on that date.
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Cheek of Motor Vehicles Stole

oy

pnnication dated April 25, 5, the
able a list of wmoltor wvehicles astolen in

Hy cos
Buresu pade avail

The Mobile Office, under date of Way 6, I1DER; trur
to the Birminghem Office @ list of those vehicles 3
in the Birwmingham tervitorvy during the pertinent period.
At the present time the Birmiogham Office is
deternining whether subjeet RAY wmay have
far the theft of ore of these wehicles.

In addition thereto, the Birmipg

Department; when previously contected, advis L
Auto Theft Sguad of that department will without exception
compare any lztepnt finpesrprints on any vehicle gtelen in
the State of Ceorgia znd recovered at Birminghamw. Speeigl

cattention bhae been afforded by the Birminghan Police
Beparinent to any car reported stolen in Joowrg!

Cdmmediately prior to or shortly efter the date, !
1864,

: In addition to the agbove, each Jot
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle (XTS%Y} ca
which had been pending in the Birmipghum O0fice ipvelving
an unznown subject elther sgtealing a car in the Birminghas
territory and sbandoning same in &lants territory or vice
varga, hag been reviewed and gpecial gtiention given to

iy
any wiinesges to the thefl oy recovery stch wohicls,
ate, no sueil witnzgs has identifisd BAY am £

Lik

i
To date
1

possible suspect ia gny of these cases,
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¢ to identify the operator of
33ﬁ9<ﬁiaham@ license tag 42-7866 at

on April 18, 1988.

aﬂm
Chi@agﬁg

ate evening of April 19, 1968, GENE PANELL,

Alabama £ zyr, Florence, Alabama, advi““d his office
at Florsnce and Decatur, Alabama, had no record of the above

11 plate, and %taimd the registration p@rtaxnxng to
tag could be cobtained from t 1e Probate Judge's Qffice,

M@ul@@n, Alabama, on April 22, 1968,

On April 22, 1968, records of the Probate Judge's
Office, ¥oulton, Alabama, reflected the following informa-
tion relating to this license plate. It was issued to
EDGAR ¥, BOBDER, Moulton, Alabama, for a 1966 Chevrolet
Chevelle, VIN 13&1‘88(0? AYL76878, on March 12, 1968,

Mis., JUARITA JACKSOW issued the plate, and Mrs,
JACKSON stated she did not recall what the person buying
this tag looked like., After viewing a photograph of JAMES
FARL PBAY, she stated she had no recollection of ever having
seen an individual resembling RAY.

C@ngxd@w ble TW%@&Llﬂa&lgm wag conducted April 22
1968, in an um?uccﬂsgful effort to identify

Attorney,
N from Cook
recoré% showed that
had 2 son named EDGAR

R T, PU?EY“
O¥D BOEDEH,

s, WALCIE JOHMSOW wass located on Rural Route,

t, siazbama, and advised she had a son, EDGAR FLOYD
who was in Alabama in March 1968 and purchaged a
license plate for his Chevrolet Chevelle autorobilse at that
time, She sadd this son was now in the process of moving

i
D
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Tilinoiz, to Z324 CGreanweod
caye of ERVWIN BORDIEX. She
@ tollows:

ge 23
Pate of Birth f )
Lawrence Countty, Alabanma
Height §' &Y or 67
Wel ght 132
Hair Dark
Eyes - Brown
Fayrtal Status Married
49
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"Lonely Heart™ Type Organizations

The following investigation was conducted by
SA®S ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:

A veview of the Birmingham telephone and city
directories was wpade on May 14, 1968, for any "lonely
heart” type organizations, with negative rxresults. The
only excepticons noted were the listings for Electira-
Date Corporation, and Computa-Date Corporation, Homewood,
Alabamz , a Bivmingham suburb.

On May 14, 1968, BILLY SELLERS, President,
Eilectra-Date Corpur ition, #9 N.W. 23rd Avenue, Birminghzm,
Alabama, checked hisg rncoraﬁ through the uvuse of a
ccmputer, for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under hisg
true name oy known aliases, without affecting any idont-
ification. He did lccate a record for one EVERETT S.

RAY, P, O. Box 4231, Memphis, Tennegsee, telephone
276-121%7. This BAY is a white male, age 44, 5°8", 136G
pounds, does not dance, does smoke, and is a welder,

SELLERS said he would carefully scrutinize all
subsequent applications, and should he receive any for
apnyone having the same description, likes, dislikes and
preferences ag does JAMES EARL RAY SELLERS would ’
immediately notify the FBI.

On ¥ay 14, 1968, R’CH&RD SAUNDERS, owner of
Computa-Date Corporstlon Homewood , Alcbaha advised his
buginess is engaged in prmvlding dates for both nz2les
and females, through an electronic computer system. He
added he prevently has 28 offices in the Southeastsrn
section of the United States, which includes the states
of Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and Mississippil.
He searched his records through the use of his computer,
for any record of JANES EARL RAY, under his true name
or known aliases, with negative results. SAUNDERS said
he would immediately notify the IFBI should he receive
any application from anyone regembling JAMES EARL RAY,
in any manner, oxr which applicaiion would be of interest
to the FBI.
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/\,4
' V/FBI ' /1
Date:  4/26/68 !/ 0

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL AM

B N

(Priority)

' (C/ JM( TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

02 FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

Memphis Office is submitting as attachment herewith
an Airtel which it feels should be sent to all offices and
Legats in connection with captioned case, If Bureau approves,
it is requested that the Bureau make the dissemination.

‘6 BUREAU (Enc. 1)
MEMPHIS

RGJ :BN
(4)
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
(Type in plaintext or code) —:
|
—
|

(Priority)

PROPOSED AIRTEL

TO ALL OFFICES AND LEGATS
RE: MURKIN

The Bureau has designated Memphis as Office of Origin
in connection with captioned case. Accordingly, the Memphis
Office is setting forth certain instructions which it feels
are absolutely necessary in order that this case canbe appro-
priately administered and followed:

(1) Of importance in all investigation conducted
herein is the prime goal of locating and apprehending the
fugitive, This requires imagination, ingenuity, and logical
investigation directed toward this goal.

(2) Major offices wherein the bulk of pertinent
investigation has been or is being conducted should prepare
and submit their own individual reports. These offices to
date are Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Houston, Jackson,
Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleams, St. Louis, and Springfield|

(3) Each office orginating leads shall insure that
leads set out are appropriately handled. 1In the event leads are
eliminated as non-productive within a given office, the Memphis
Office does not need the negative results, These should be
appropriately indexed and filed. A prime illustration of this
type is, of course, the numerous look-alikes each office has
been receiving and eliminating. It is felt that elimination
shall be based at least on physical description of suspect at
variance with that of subject, location of suspect on pertinent

ENCLOSURE

ent M Per

Special Agent in Charge (%(24 /3 g é (,. f ~ Zf:') ,/{; g

Approved:
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PROPOSED AIRTEL

PAGE TWO

dates, eliminatimby fingerprints against latents in instant -
case, no known use of any aliases in instant case by suspect,
and no known involvement in comnspiracy. ‘
RESelys ok /o VEST 0w T84S
(4) All offices in submitting repoets should submit
positive and pertinent information in suitable form for insertion
in reports prepared by Memphis.

(5) Summary report in preparation by Memphis which
will assist all offices in conducting logical investigation.

A &D,

END

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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:
|
|
LI !
DJ ! ,C‘Q") |
v |
5 FBI {
. |
G ) | Date: 5 /2 /68 I
1 / l
Transmit{{je following in \ 7 !
! (Type in plaintext or code) / :
Via ATRTEL \ !
(Priority) A4 . i
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI %’ é
FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669)
v 1

SUBJECT: . MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel 4/30/68 and WFO airtel to Director,
4/11/68.

Enclosed for Memphis is a copy of re WFO airtel.

RE EDGAR FRANKLIN JOHNSTON
B ING SUSP

Investigation by Atlanta and Baltimore have es-
b / tablished JOHNSTON's whereabouts during pertinent period of
/ i'-"/ instant matter, and in view of this, no additional invest-
e igation is being conducted concerning him at this time.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

@— Bureau (Registered Mail)
- Memphis (Enc. 1) e e f 5 r/é?
- Baltimore b A ST,

1
(o) o°n REC-20 .

1 NMAY 4 1968

-———-—‘

, pighoP 7%@/
‘(ﬁ' ‘c. Ty ,

54 MAYZ2 8 '968%%@
J Sent

Approved:

M Per

Special Agent in Cchrge
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¥ "y
W 3 I
h” - b4

a&/ 1

L
.-f’; Dote: & /%/68

Traw%;mit the following in

t‘a

FBI

{Type in piain text or code)

+ »
R e T S U —

Via _ AIRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
ety T ndiadinesioadhe dhd 5t el el a st sl aedinadbandis s dandhasdin ading 4 o S ihnadha s A angin adin et s dhec e s aadand s adbd g gl it “
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI \
FROM: SAC, CLEVELAND (w-sés) (F)

- REs \%mn;i

Re Cleveland teletype to Director, 1&/27/68 and Chieago
teletype to Director, FBI, 5

|All investigation was conducted on May 2, 1968 by
SA HOMER K5 MILLER at Lima Ohlo, and by SA STEPHEN FUNDERBURK
and SA HOMER K% MILLER at Pindlay, Ohio. The following infore
mation is being furnished to offices, who according to referenced
Ghica.so teletype, 5/1/68, are attempting to locate THOMAS EUGENE
s looking towards his elimination in involvemmt in MURKIN,

i )| AT _LIMA, OHIO

Mrs, ESTHER MOTTER, Clerk, Health Departuent Allen Zi
County, Lima, Ohio, ad birth certificate reflects THOMAS

EUGENE CRAMER born ut Lima, Ohioj father, DONALD CRAMER,
;7§137g§ MARY RYPKE $ birth record was regisbsrad on

AT FINDLAY, OHIO
C. C. - BishopWAYNE ETHEL (NA), Chief of Police, Findlay, Ohio, Police

i .. ggiczgo | ‘
2 - Memphis ' . res /-3 7 70
n %R}& L / g

2

2 - San Franciseo

2 - Seattle " —
2

- Cleveland , 12 MAY R4 199
HRM/clo —
(14 —

L. .5

Sent M Per
Specmi A : :

Appro%eN Y .
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Department, advised THOMAS EUGENE CRAMER, bern had the
felleowing arrests: ‘

3/19/60 Leaving Seene of Aceident

$25 Fine _
9/10/60 Operating Under Suspension

$9 costs, 2 days in Gounty Jail
2/12/61 Intoxication

$10 fine, $7.50 costs
2/17/61 1. Entry in Night Season

$300 fine :

2, Committing Personal Violence
3 days County Jail

5/2/61 Nonesupport
Released
) 7/31/64 Public Intoxication
$10 Fine

: WILLIAM BELL, Sheriff of Haneock County, advised THOMAS
EUGENE CRAMER originelly was in jail for a few daye in 1961,
for Non-support, and in February, 1961 fer B & E, then again
on T7/31/64 for Nonesupport, and released August 3, 1964, Om
~ the arrest of 7431/64, whieh wes Nonesupport, his address was
" indicated as 1 ' ﬁersen, Chicago, Illineis, His description
was W/M, born 519", 135 1bs,, brown hair, blue eyes,
slim builda, :

" Mrs, ELINOR LAIRD, Credit Reporter, {redit Bureau of

b Findlay, Ohio, advised THOMAS EUGENE CRAMER had been known to .
her files since 1961 and there was & notation that he had been
divorced from a BETTY JYWISE in November, 19613 no other
infermation,

Mrs, BETTY J% CRAMER, 342 Trenten, advissd she diverced
THOMAS EUGENE CRAMER in 1961 and had only -seen him about once
& year since when he had come to see thelr c¢hild,  She stated
- he re-married and she believed he left a seecend wife, Shs _
stated the last she knew he was driving an old Lincoln Continental,

- F

-y
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- She stated that on no oceasion had she ever heard him mention
“the Nazi Party, attending any special meetings.of  any kind,
‘noy had she ever heard him mention Dr, KING, She had no 1dea
as to the whereabouts of subject, but advised his nother, MARY
'KENNEDY and & sister, FRAB@ES, lived in Findlay, .

Mrs, MARY KENNEDY, 1269 Concord Street, adviged that
talked to her son's wife, Gi s in Chiecsgo; by telephane,
and that GLINDA, who is &1so known as DINK, lives st 3322 '
West Palmer Street Chicego, telephone 312-T72-4691, -She
stated GLINDA is empleyad at Sally's Beamuty Shop, Broadway
- and Addison Streets, Chieago, telephone 312-WE=5-3510, She

‘gdvised when talking to GLINDA, GLINDA told her THOMAS had
left and gone to Seattle, wushington where he lived in some
motel, but that he repor%eély had ehoekcd out of this hotels
‘also that she believed 'he had been working at some sporting
goods store, .Mrs, KENNEDY had no idea as to the present
whereabouts of her son, THOMAS EUGENE CRAMER, and advised that
the person he would 5:% in touch with would be hisg wife, ‘
‘GLINDA, She advlised that her son had left the Findlay area
& year ago and she had not seen him in four or five months,
-She advised that her son did at one time go with a young man

" named DAVE snnw, ‘but she did not know the whereabouts of this.

‘DAVE SHAW, - She said that in her opinion, her son needed.
psychiatric treatment, and has been known to tell tall stories
. when he has been drinking, - Further, she stated she recalled
hearing that her son had at one tine telephoned the FBI in
Chieage, within the last few years, but she theught it had
something to do with Communism, - She advised that her sen does
“have two or three weapons; that he liked to hunt and fishj but,
she hasg never known him to earry a weapon on his person, - She
stated that 1t no time had she ever heard her son mention
Nazism or talk about Br, KING, - She stated it was her bhelief
that at the time he may have called the FBI in Chicago, he may
-have been drinking at some bar in Chlecago with some: rriends.

- 8he advised that although he was not mentally unbalanced, he

- did frequently during his narriagen Just take wp and 1oa~e when
he felt like it, .

Shevstatcd-shp would immedistely contact the-!BI
 if she receives any information as to his whereabouts,

-3-
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FRANCES CRAMER, subaeet'a aister who resides uith
her mother, could furnish no additional 1nfornati@n.

Mrs, MARY KENNEDY, his mother said that he had a
brother, DONALD, in:Fmemowt; Ohio, and a stepbrother, BOB

- SHANAHAN in Chicago. She said she believed this BOB
SHANAHAN, his half-brother, lived on George Street, baeck of

the StewarE-Warner Faetery.

. GHICAGO:
| AT CHICAGO, ILLINOTIS

will maintain econtact with GLINDA CRAMER, aka,,
"PINK", 3322 West Palmer Street, it being noted ghe is the
person whom THOMAS EUGENE GRAHER will possibly be! gettins
- in touech with,

- Will, if net alraady done, loeate nad interview
ROBERT SHANAHAN, step-brother, who resides on George Street,
back of the Stewart-Warner Factory, for any information he
may have as to whereabouts of THOMAS EUGENE @BAMER,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2@\ o FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI :: '{,‘;‘;‘;:;-"-—-
%“‘ U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSHLE. M. Mohr
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION M. G
FRI WASH DC MAY 3 196 Mz. Callahan___
Mr. Conrad ,
/ TELE-I-YP R{dn Felt__|
! ' - Mr. - |
" Mr.
ﬁj FBI SANANTON s %ﬁn
Mr. Tavel... .
554 M UR GENT 5/3 /68 ECL ' Mr. Trotter..____
Tele. Room.._____
T# DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY AND HOUSTON (44-1509) Miss Hoimes.___
Miss Gandy___
FROM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) M" e —

~,

______

RE HOUSTON TEL TO BUREAU MAY ONE LAST.
RECORDS, TEXAS STATE MENTAL HOSPITAL, AUSTIN, TEXAS, ON

WILLIAM THOMAS JACOBS, DOR W
m_,M

\_—-""“%WM__“

ALVARADO, TEXAS, DISCLOSED HE WAS ADMITTED TO THE STATE
HOSPITAL MAY SEVENM, FIFTYSIX, RELEASED AUGUST THREE, FIFTYSIX;:

READMITTED JANUARY TEWN, SIXTY, AND RELEASED FEBRUARY TWENTYTHREE,

SIXTY. HAS NOT BEEN READMITTED SINCE THAT DATE. JACORS
DIAGNOSED AS SOCIOPATHIC DISTURRANCE ALCOHOLISMs ONLY RELATIVE
I SIXTY WAS LISTED AS THELMA POWERS, SISTER, RESIDIMG FIGHT

ONE TWO FIVE LAMAR DRIVE, HOUSTON, TEXAS, NO ADDI;}ONALJ) [/

INFORMATION IN JACOBS' FILE REFLECTIW- LE CURRENT
———

LOCATION AND NO INFORMATION IN FILE RELATIVE TO JACOBS " BEING

2 1968
APPROACHED TO KILL PRESIDENT OR MARTIN LUTHER k1nclO MAY 2279
T— —

AIRMAIL COPY MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGERCUS. :
END %/ ‘

WPK /) B oF
By (g 40 - )fx?

L0 |
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|
|
|
|
|
|
FBI :
Date: 5/6/68 :
:

|

|

J

|

Transmit the following in : i
(Type in plaintext or code)
Vig AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)
________________________________________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM{@ SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)
RE: ’SMURKIN

RE WILLIAM HOWARD JGMISON

On 5/3/68, WILLIAM HOWARD JAMISON was contacted

at this residence located at 1948 Clinton Street, Los
.., / Angeles, California. He stated that he was in Kansas City,
ggf/j Kansas, at the time of the MARTIN LUTHER KING murder.

JAMISON, since his release from jail after serving

one year in jail for threwing two Moltov cocktails through
the front window of a bookstore, has stayed away from members
of the John Birch Society and now operates the "Gospel Wings"
located at903 Burlington Avenue, Los Angeles, California.
JAMISON stated that he is now only interested in his
religion, and his work as an evangelist. JAMISON holds
revivals and open air meetings in the Los Angeles, California,
area.

JAMISON was shown photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY and he stated that he has never seen RAY, and if he did
he would immediately notify the FBI.

3 Bureau
- Los Angeles REC-ZO

JC0/pjec R aBs MAY 8 1968

(5) 3’@ —_—
A 'v f . \
v ==y

54 MAY? 71968
pproved: ; Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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Date: 5/7/68

[
|
|
|
|
|

FBI :
|
|
|
|
|

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL
Via
' (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: %Ac, HOUSTON (L44-1509)
AT .
SUBJECT : 1vr/URKzﬁ
_ . CR
Re SAtel, 5/3/68.
Re: WILLIAM THOMAS JACOBS
Retel advised that JACOBS! only known relative
according to Texas State *‘ental Hospltal records, Houston,
Texas was a THELMA POWERS, sister, residing at 8125 Lemar
Drive, Houston. The following checks were made in an effort
to locate THERMA POWERS:
o/ Houston City Directory :
f - Houston Cross Reference
i Y Telephone directory :

Houston Credit Bureau
Harrls County Sheriff's Office
Houston Police Department

All of the above were negative as to the name
THEIMA POWERS and the address 8125 Lamar Drive, There is no
Lamar Drive, Houston, Texas; however, there is Lamar Street
and West Lamar. Physical check of the area revealed no such
number as 8125 Lamar, ‘

Bureau & . Lo e S
Kansas City (Info) EX 116}‘1 20 Hop S 577,5
Memphis (Infm) . REC-
San Antonio (Info)
Houston - - w .
/sjm ’ B

o)

=118

2 MAY 8 1968

S
7

A~

: ~—

B ETHENE

54 MAY2 71968 gy

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FB!
Date: 5/7/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via . AIRTEL

— e —— —— ——— — — — — — ——— —

(Priority)

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) \

FROM ; @{, DALLAS (44-2649) (P)
SUBJECT: { MURKIN. |
TS TO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RE: JOHN C., MEDIZER

Re Chicago teletypes to Bureau dated 4/25 and 5/2/68,
Dallas teletype to Bureau dated 4/26/68, and Springfield
teletype to Chicago and Dallas dated 5/3/68.

A summary of investigation conducted at Dallas is
, set out as follows:

On 5/6/68, JOHN C., MEDIZER was located at his place
of employment, the Texas Nameplate Company, 1900 S. Ervay
Street, Dallas. Records of that company as furnished by

)ﬁﬁr‘ Mrs. MARGARET ROSE, Personnel Department, reflected that

AN

MEDIZER had been employed by that company as a printer since
/’ 4/18/68, with his residence shown as 5506 EaskR.R.L.L. Thornton

Expressway, Dallas. Personnel records of the above company
also reflected that MEDIZER sustained an injury while on duty
on 4/22/68, and at that time he gave the above address.

On 5/6/68, MEDIZER was interviewed at the Texas
Nameplate Company and stated that he left Chicago, Illinois,
on 3/31/68, by way of Greyhound Bus, directly to Dallas, Texas,
with an approximate 2-hour layover at St. Louis, Missouri, on
the same date. He stated that he arrived Dallas early on the
morning of 4/1/68, and immediately contacted a friend of his7l

N

A S g
O Bureau REC 11 m n—m —/ / 7
1 - Chicago (44-1114)(I?fo) N
. 1 - Springfield (44-561) (Info 75
/ 2 - Memphis (44-1987) &5 MAY 8 1968
3 - Dallas (2 - 44-2649) — e .
Ao (1 - 157-1019)
G Bioppicc 2) . | ﬁ@#ééﬁ
- ; v H 14

¥ MAY2 81968 4 ,
Approved: Sent M /#/
Special Agent in Charge
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DL 44-2649

by the name of EDDIE CRANFIELD, who lives at 5506 East R. L.
Thornton Freeway. MEDIZER stated that before leaving Chicago
he lived at 4601 Belmont and worked for the Rotp-Print Company.
He stated that while in Chicago he was a member -of the American
Nazi Party (ANP) and plans to continue his membership with the
ANP by paying his dues to the ANP headquarters in Arlington,
Virginia. MEDIZER further stated that he does not plan to
contact any of the ANP members in Dallas, Texas, since he is
becoming inactive in the ANP inasmuch as he is getting married
shortly to a Dallas girl by the name of CHARLENE HARRIS, who
works at the Coca Cola Bottling Company, Dallas, Texas.

_ MEDIZER then stated that on 4/1/68, he obtained a con-
struction job through his friend, EDDIE CRANFIELD, with the

Leroy Roberts Construction Company, 4031 Mission Street, Dallas,
Texas. He stated that he worked continuously at this construction
company with EDDIE CRANFIELD until approximately 4/12/68, at

which time he left that company because he did not like con-
struction work. MEDIZER stated that he then began working for

the Texas Nameplate Company on 4/18/68, and has been so employed
to the present date.

MEDIZER then stated that in regard to the murder of

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, he does not recall ever making any threats
against the life of KING, however, since he is a member of the
ANP, he does not agree at all with the policies followed by
KING or his successors. He stated, however, that as a member of
the ANP he does not believe in violence and the present policy of
the ANP is against physical violence.
“7kaEDIZER is described as white male; born l at

; 5'10™; 145 pounds, Selective Service No.
iassified as 1-A with the Benton, Iliinois Selective
; blue eyes, blond hair.
' ‘ "/“2,,,*,'7 o / Z/~
MEDIZER'stated that since He 1s”getting'ma{rieﬂ“iﬁ “the T
near future, he plans to-stay in the Dallas area and purchase
a home and become inactive in the ANP.ﬂ
Jrles w B Ve e /@§;; ; ;;. I ‘
e v tner stated that Mr, Lﬁﬁ‘c’w ROBERTS or his foreman,
BILL DAVIDSON, could vouch for his whereabouts from 4/1 to 12/68.

o v’,«'

On 5/6/68, Mr. BILL DAVIDSON, Foreman with the Leroy
Roberts Construction Company (suprad, advised SA JAMES W. ANDERTON
that his payroll records reflect that JOHN C, MEDIZER was employed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DL 44-2649

by that company as a fork lift operator (assistant) from
4/1/68 through 4/12/68. Mr. DAVIDSON stated that in addition

to his pay roll records he recalls MEDIZER working during that
period with his friend, EDDIE CRANFIELD,

FD-302s regarding above interviews follow to Memphis.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

Date:
W 5/8/68
Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)
Vi AIRTEL
ia
(Priority)
________________________________________________ )
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, DENVER (157-203)

ReBuairtel 5/7/68, concerning HOLT CHEW.

CHEW still has Holt Chew Motor Company, but com-
pany is not motor company in usual sense. It has only one
office, which is in same apartment building where CHEW
resides. It is not known to hae any employees other than
CHEW. It is believed that any calls made from the phone
in the company office would have been made by CHEW. Further,
while the CHEWs were out of town company office was closed.
Denver does not believe checks will involve expenditure of
considerable Agent time, but will evaluate the situation
more closely after toll calls are obtained.

No Fedeml Grand Jury in session at this time and
toll calls can be obtained from established source without
possibility of embarrassment to the Bureau.

Request to check toll calls is hereby renewed.

v e

1o 6%
Rl LA
BDA:hg - rFD v
u v

W3y hrggess 3775

22 WAY 10 1988

q?
Approved: Ol/r\ /{/ W Sent

6 6M‘AY anem in Charge
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