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of fingers showno The "sawyern remains in a stationary position, 
operating the controls; he is a hjghly skilled and highly 
paid workman, and usually an oldery experienced mana Even 
the job of "setter" is a key job and it fs, unlikely that RAY i 

who was only 31 years of age before his most recent incarcerationy 
and who could have had only limited mill experience because 
of J-ds freqm:m t inc2,rcera U.ons, v would have be0n given any 
such job in a mill. 

All the larger mills h£\e had &utomated saws for 
the past 25 yeare or more 9 &nd no ono rides back and forth 
on the saw carriages of such installations. 

Th0 m2jori.ty of tho small mills 9 which would have 
been usi.ng the olde1r type equipment prior to 1960 are so~called 
"gypo·" mills 9 opr~ra te non~,mdfm 9 and frequE1ntly · go out of 
business 9 clrnngc'"' 01>mer,ship 1, o;t" change location. 'rh,~ chances 
of finding a small mill in the same location and with the same 
ownership as in 1960 are slimo This also applies to the 
chances of finding employment records. 

For the above re2sons 9 circularizatiori through union 
sources will likely prove non~productive. HoweVer 9 should 
circularization through union sources be desired 9 it can be 
accomplished at Portland 9 or,egon 9 through the only two unions 
to which saw mill workers belong 9 and can be acbornplished 
for the eleven Western states, through addressograph equipment 
available at Portla~nd 9 Oreg«..1110 '¼· . .r 

Since many workers do not come to the attention of 
the unions 9 even in union plants 9 and since the majority of 
the smaller mills are non-unionj a more effective method of 
circularization would b0 tbro~3h employment groups including 
many non=•union mills. Thr-:1 nar1e~ and addresses of these 
employer groups have been obt?inod. 
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By communication dated April 23, 1968, the possibilities 
for the circularization of the logging indus~ry were furnished 
to the Bureau, but no reply or ~uthorization for such 
circularization has been received to date. 

On April 23 and 24 9 1968, Special AF;ont JAMES J. 
MULLANEY cond:.w t.ed nn intema ve invest:i.g<'t tion at: Rogue River~ 
Oregon and vicinity including contacts with all sawmills 
logging operations 9 and lumber wor~ers 1 labor organizations. 
Phctogr2;pl~s of J1UUfS EARL RAY s,>m:·e shrn1.;r.; to all pers'>ons 
inte,rviewed o lia:i P,B.n;1on reciBl lled seE.0;:fi..1:1g &\Y ©~ fmrnisheid ~!Thy 
information concerning RAY. 
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INVESTIGATION JN "HIPPIE" COHMUNI'I'IES, 
· · poRTLi'i~DJ OH.EGON · 

On April 24, 1968, instructions were received 
from the Bureau that investigation.be conducted in all 
"Hippie" communities. 

The only Hippie community in Oregon is a 
scattered one located pricarily on ~he West Side of 
Portland, Oregon. 

On April 25, 1968, specific assignments were 
made to seven Special Agents of the Portland Office who 
have informants or contacts within the Hippie community. 

They immediately made extensive contacts 
throughout the Hippie community on April 25 and April 26, 
1968. No persons were locat6d who could furnish any 
information concerning JAMES EARL RAY. 
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SPANISH LANGUAGE WANTED FLYERS 
RFJT\Iif1ts~-E..iCffLffiIT 

The only concentration of Spanish speaking 
persons in the State of Oregon is located in Malheur 
County at the extreme eastern edge of Oregon where large 
numbers of Mexican and individuals of Mexican nationality 
.are employed in the sugar=beet industry. 

On April 23, 1968, SA FRANK DAVIS, who is 
Resident Agent covering Malheur County, made a wide=spread 
distribution of the Spanish Language Wanted Flyers concerning 
JAMES EARL RAY in all the principal Post Offices, City Halls 
and labor camps in Malheur County. 

No leads have arisen as a result of this 
distribution. 
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REVIEW OF ITSMV CASES FOR CARS STOLEN 
IN TIEoRTiiASJ1'"'<;£~1Af[(;.tr23", 1968 -

A review was made on April 29, 1968 of the 24 
pending and closed files concerning cars recovered in 
the State of Oregon from March 23, 1968 through April 26, 
1968. No cases were located concerning vehicles stolen 
from the State of Georgia. 
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CHECK OF OREGON DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS 
CONCERNING MALES BORNj I 

In accordance with instructions received from the 
Bureau on April 16, 1968, arrangements were made with Mr. 
LARRY EDWARDS, Data Processing Project Leader, Department of 
Motor Vehicles, Salem, Oregon, to obtain a list of males 
born I I as contained in the records of the Oreg6n 
Moto:c Vehicles Drivers License Division. In accordance with 
the instructions furnished by the Bureau, Negroes, males 
over 6'0" tall and males under 5v7 99 tall were not included 
in the list. 

Mr. EDWARDS furnished a list of twenty-seven 
white males bornj ~nd with the above height limits. 

Leads were set out on April 18, 1968, to have 
these twenty-seven men checked out as suspects in this case. 

On April 20, 1968, the following receipt of informa­
tion from the r,ureau advised that JAMES EARL RAY, born 

I 1 had been positively identified as identical 
with "ERIC STARVO GALT." Investigation concerning these 
twenty-seven suspects was discontinued since the date July 
20, 1931 was no longer rel~vant to this ~nvestigation. 

By communication dated May 3, 1968, the Memphis 
Office concurred with this decision since this load is no 
longer of value. 
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ISSUANCE AND CANCELLATION OF APB 
RE ERIC STARVO GALT AND WHITE MUSTANG 

Immediately upon the receipt April 11, 1968, of 
instructions that an All Points Bulletin be issued for ERIC 
STARVO GALT and a 1966 white Mustang hardtop, 1968 Alabama 
license 1-38993, Vehicle Identification Number 6T07Cl90647, 
an ~PB was issued at 2:03 p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 

Immediately upon receipt of instructions on 
April 11, 1968, thnt any APB roncerning GALT and the Mustang 
be cancelled, a cancellation APB was sent out at 3:35 p.m., 
April 11, 1968. 
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REVIEW OF UNIDENTIFIED 
LATENT -FlNG.8RJJH.I°NT FILES 

Arrangements were made with the appropriate 
offices of all law enforcment agencies in the State of 
Oregon, which maintain unidentified latent fingerprint 
files to compare their unidentified latent fingerprints 
received since April 23, 1968 to date against the 
fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY as they appear on IO #4182. 
No identifications were effected. 

The only agencies in the State of Oregon which 
maintain unidentified latent fingerprint files and the 
agencies contacted as above are: 

Portland, Oregon Police Department; 

Multnomah County Sheriff's Office, Portland, 
Oregon; 

Oregon State Bureau of Identification, Salem, 
Oregon; 

Klamath Falls, Oregon Police Department. 
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CHECK OF OREGON VITAL STATISTICS RECORDS RE 
MALES BORN 

AT PORTLAND, OREGO~ 

On Monday, April 15, 1968, Mr. E.R. LEE, Registration 
Supervisor, Oregon State Bureau of Vital Stritistics, State 
Office Building, made available the books containing the 
original birth records of all persons born on I 

in the State of Oregon. ~------~ 

These records were personally reviewed by SA RONALD 
E. SHERK. No record of an ERIC STARVO GALT, JOHN WILLARD, 
or HARVEY LrnnirIER, as well as all variations of these names, 
was found. The names of the parents of all males born 

were also examined and nothing of significance 
was noted. 
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CONTACTS WITH NEWS MEDIA 

Immediatc~ly following receipt of instructions to 
do so on April 17, 19G7, all UE\\3pi:,f•Cr:-; and television sthtions 
in Portlr.nd, Oregon, we:rs fu:c::-~isheq vi th copier-; of tLe two 
photog;:.-·c1,phs of 11 ERXC STARVO c:~uv;:-,-: tl!FI:i. in the pCSS8f::.-:;5_on of 
the Portl:B>.nd Offj_,::e. Addit:ior•;:il c:cpics of these p!:otog:::·Epr:s 
were made and were meiled to ~cwsp2rers and telcv!sion stations 
outside tho city of Por~land on Ap~il 18, 1968. 

On May 7, 1967, tho proof Bnd m&t artjcle con~erning 
LTAMES E/,RL RAY was 1m:tilcd to r;ll rccwsp::po·s :5.n Oregon. 

On May 8, 1967, the two new µhoto~~apt5 of JA~ES 
EARL Ilkf, t~dr1cm in 1967 j_n Mexico r:;,nd iri. l9b8 h! Ca 1 j_f ox'n:U,, 
were rr&iled to all television stations and n~~sp8pc~s i11 
Oregon. 

It wt:s noted by tnoni tor:i.n.r~ the telcvi~,ion :uid press 
that the television sthtions and ~11 dail.y newsp&pers in 
Oregon received the £bovo photographs through their wire 
servic0s and usod theG even in Ed?ance of receipt of the 
matc-:rh:l ft;_y•nh,::~Je.d by the Portland Offi.ce. It w2cs B~lso r.otcd 
that the television stations and daily press have been givicg 
C r,•,"~'",+ r'\;! ~- ,_, ,-3 !s' ~, d d-0·-; l ,< .''()-c•(C• ~·~, 0- 0 t O t}, .C> ct,.,-.,. re,~ 01.,1,w i1 t S i fl t l, i "' ....,!,.A...,.,,;J,..~ "'"""'',i_J ,..,..,.., _..,.,i... ,,/ •• .... ~.1.-JO...,_ ' _,......._. \,,.,'I/'\:,--. A .• . _, 

c~,s&, i11clt1di1,lg f;,ot~n. l1.,:,(;2ilJ.:,7 v . .,~;'1itter! ~):rticlcs ~.;~r~d edit.c,r'i2:.ls 
&nd syndicated m~terial. 

There are eleven television stations, twenty-one 
daily newspapers, and 102 weekly newsp~pers in Oregon, all 
of which were·Tully furnj.shed tho material as above. 
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HARVEY LOW!v1EYER OR 
LOWMYER -~ SUSPECT 

Following receipt of information on April 8, 1968, 
that a rifle abandoned near the scene of this crime was 
purchased by an individur,l using the name "HA!i'riti,.._,.~:.OWMEYER or 
LOWMYER, specific assignments were made and c2'.'Fr1ed out 
immediately and the following were checked, aill with negmtive 
results: 

(1) All city directories in Oregon 

(2) All telephone directories in Oregon 

(3) Records of Oregon Drivers License Division, 
Salem, Oregon 

(4) Records of Oregon Motor Vehicle Division, 
Salem, Oregon 

(5) Voter Registration Records in all of the 
36 counties in Oregon 

(6) Credit and criminal checks in all of the law 
enforcement agencies and credit bureaus in Oregon 

,,,- j '~ 
._./ .-•· 

t 
----- -
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ERIC STARVO GALT - SUSPECT 

Immediately upon receipt on April 11, 1968, of 
information that one 11ERIC STARVO GALT" was a sl:;spect in 
this case, specific assignments were ma.de r.,nd the following 
sources were contacted, all with ·negative results: 

(1) All city directories in Oregon 

(2) All telephone directories jn Oregon 

(3) Records of Oregon Drivers License Division, 
Salem, Oregon 

(4) Records of Oregon Motor Vehicle Division, 
Salem, Oregon 

(5) Voter Registration Records in all of the 
36 counties in Oregon 

(6) Credit and criminal checks in all of the 
law enforcement agencies and credit bureaus 
in Oregon 

'!-,. 
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JAMES EARL RAY 
ALSO KNOWN AS~ SUSPECT 

Immediately upon receipt of information on April 
19,·1968, that "ERIC STARVO GALT" is in fact JAMES EARL 
RAY, also known as ERIC STARVO GALT, W. C. HARRON, HARVEY LOWMYERt 
JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O 'CONNER, JAMES WALTON, J"AMES WA LYON, 
JOHN WILLARD, and 11JIM," spec if ic ass ign.ments were made and 
the following sources were re-contacted, all with negative 
results: 

(1) All city directories in Oregon 

(2) All telephone directories in Oregon 

(3) Records of Oregon Drivers License Division, 
Salem.t Oregon 

(4) Records of Oregon Motor Vehicle Division, 
Salem, Oregon 

(5) Credit and criminal checks in all of the law 
enforcement agencies and credit bureaus in 
Oregon 
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BOMBING SUSPECTS 
PORTLAND DIVISION 

Immediately upon receipt of instructions, Apr·il 8, 
1968, that all bombing suspects in this Division be checked 
out, a review was made of the Portland files and it was 
determined that Portland presently has no bombing suspects. 
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CHECK OF OREGON MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION DIVISION RE WHITE MUSTANG 

In response to instructions, SA VERN F. DAVIS made 
inquiry at the Oregon Motor Vehicle Division, Salem, Oregon, 
on April 11, 1968, for possible re-registration of the white 
1966 Mustang registered to ERIC STARVO GALT. Results were 
negative. 
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

In accordance with Bureau instructions, a rircu­
larization was made April 10, 1968, to all financial insti­
tutions in the State of Oregon, asking that they check their 
rerords to determine if they have ever had a checking account, 
savings account, or other records of HARVEY LOWMEYER {or 
LOWMYER), or ERIC STARVO GALT. 

Response was completely negative. 

Financial institutions in the State of Oregon 
cirrularized were: 

Banks 318 
Savings and Loan 

Associations 34 
Credit Unions 31 

Total 383 
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INTERVIEWS WITh UNITED STATES RESIDENTS 
WHO \fLH.£.AT 'HO'IBL--RIO .. PUERTO VALLARTA, 
M:ErfC'CT.~TroCI1filtJf7\1-f1JNTIVElrBT:TI:7.1J1)r-· 

AT POR1:I.AND 1 OREGON 

Mr. and Ml's. JOHN WADDINGHAM, 955 Westwood Drive, 
informed SA RONALD E. SHERK on April 30, urns, that they 
stayed at the Hotel Rio Puerto Vallarta, Mexico only the 
night of October 27, 1967, during a vacation trip to 
Mexico. They do not recognize JAMES EARL RAY by dE,script ion, 
name, aliaseB or photograph as anyone they have ever seen 
at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico or elsewhere. 

The only U.S. reEidents with whom they had 
contact at the Hotel Rio were Mr. and Mrs. HARVARD PALMER 
of Mercer Island, Washington, with whom they had dinner 
on the night of October 27, 1967. 
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REVIEW OF UNSOLVED OREGON 
--nxRic-ROHBliHTCXS:KS 

On April 24, 1968, SA ELVIN L. BARTON 1 bank 
robbery coordinator of the Portland Office, reviewed all 
unsolved bank robbery matters in·the Portland Division 
occuring since April 1, 1967. The only case in which 
JAMES EARL RAY appc,ars to in anyw:ay approxi.mate the 
description of the subject h,1 a ca61e entitleid: "UNSUB; 
U.S. National B~nk of Or&gon, Ketropolitan Branch, 
Port land, Orc,gon 1 8/lli67, 1mrv PDfi le 91=2228. 

SA JACK To HAZENf who is the case agent in the 
above entitled bank robbery case, has shown the photograph 
of RAY to the lone Witness in this case but the witness 
expressed no interest in the photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY. 
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__ .cm~TACTS WITH DANCING SCHOOLSr STATE OF ORE(~ON ----

In accordance with instructions received from the 
Bureau April 14, 1968, all dancing schools in the State of 
Oregon which offer dancing instruction to adults were contacted, 
The respective proprietors were shown the photographs of the 
subject then available, namely the photographs taken at 
the bartender 9 s school in California in early 1968, and were 
furnished with the descriptive and background data concerning 
the subject as then kno0n. 

None of the dancing school proprietors contacted 
recalled ever having had any contact with an ERIC STARVO 
GALT or anyone resembling him. 

Eleven dancing schools were contacted in Portland, 
Oregon. Eighteen dancing schools located in Oregon in cities 
outside of Portland were contacted. 
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lm:r,cdb.te: 1y t~J:o,, ,·e.:::uir~: of in.£;~:ri.:.L:t:io11s, April 9,. 
1968, t.La t. i1~ve~.t 1ga.tior. s:iOu 1 d be con,~u;;t.ed to detE,rrni :rw 
whethc:r ls\:n,:Jry r.-,£n··ks 'iJ>?;Y'& rn,u:l.e by i't 'fhern.o ScaJ. M,,.rking 
Ivhcl::ine 9 th<' follcwi::1£; :l.r.v-:,.stig':l,Um c.v2.s co:.d;.;:ctcd by SA 
ELVIN L., BARTO~~ .. 

I~ ic\"3s nc ·:.,.•x~--\.·•;,'J f.r·o,11 LA.RH'_.. H. '.~'.'iRY}S, La.u.:~dry and 
D't.'y Cl.--:-,tni.',,f, Dq:<tt~:;,l' :·.t ~ •;,, a:·;. W2d:.cr0

:) a::-id RC·i,.E :·6 ~ 39f'>O }.W Yeon 
Bo1,.1evttY'd 9 .Port la:._::]~ 0 :··E, ,:;c,1c, th;;. t. c~'.1Y ·,•, i:.. :;t,,,,r~ l:1-...:.~~dry or 
dry clG'.:i!.::"tL:"; estr:.1.ilis'.~~-,-~·,Ls :i.r. Orsgl::r. ""~2:-2 'J'!1errw Se~l Markir.1g 
Machine~:.. A list of t:~2,:.,,e :-d.xttcP}~ ;,:;:::'s:L~8s·ses w:as obL,.ined 
from Mr. (~1RV4.);, cu:,.J ::i:.] J s:txtc1..';i: 'i,';_:-:ce o:;.~~1."tct.1:,j telep:i.onically. 
In eac:1 :i.ru;t.-:;,:::ce 9 ·U:e ht\r.:d~'Y !r,?.,1'·kl.7',g in-.·ol.,•E-,d wa.s gone over 
wi tr, the (;omp:s:,:r,;y :Z:'Gp:r',,.1.~},':,:1 Lt t.ivE', careful} y aLd in cl, 11 j rs stances ► 
the perso1\s co:'.'d·;;_ctcd :tdYi.scd th,,;t thiLa: is not ttei.r la,.1.ndry 
m·~rk. All st-lted tL,i~~ tL,.,,tr Th(·:1·rno Se,~1 Ma:r·ki.ng Machj nes began. 
witl1 e:l.tht·,:c on<"l rn.sre:rr:1 o·c two n1~:~.0·.~,d.s ra.thor than a letter 
;:;:ueh :as \'Tf'i c:r v,oi: 0 No:-ct:o of tf1cm use ' 7Q':i r,,s ll pref ix, 

By com:ifc'\r:ic:d;ior: d,:i,ted ApY'il lG 9 1968, the Albany 
0ffic"c f,.irni . .sh.,:0.d ~ Li.st cf hus:lnc,sscs in Or2go:n v/hi<.;h allegedly 
use Th0rmo Se~l ~~rkjr:g M~c~ines. A ch~ck of the fil0 disclosed 
th~t all of thf,iJ, }1:,,d hc,~,1': cot~t:'.J!i~:~cd <'i..s ;;:,~)C:\"e c:;{1.::cpt the Eagle: 
C8,p L~,u;-: :·::. / f,,nd Cl t.:.,a,r,r,·;-•:::, Ent.::..:.q;:r i s.e ~ Ore 601,. 

It was dcte.r·rni.r~e:d that the E:lg;le Cap L~undry and 
Dry Cleaners, Enterprise, Orego11~ went out of business over 
~. year ago. The former OWh<':T i.s · GERALD C-OODi\IAN who nov>' works 
for the Umr,.i.j l ls, Ordir:,u:.i:-;e Depot 1 U11nti J 1 a,~ Oregon. 

GERALD GOOD:-·:r'\.,\ J?,os1 .. Office Box 131, lfen-d.ston, Oregon, 
in.for:nu1 SA ROt\ALD E. SHERK 1.t,1.t he went cut of business, 
January 1; 19G? 1 ::;;:'d no c:,~.c ;:::'.::; t~kcn 0-~0 •. :ro tlw Ther·mo Seal 
~1.:-tchir.c whi~ri COOD\li:.~ £01°:,:c•r:iy t:;:,c,d. Tr:c n,'.:\.(~hi.nc 8.ctuil.]ly 
has not bec~n u.scd since~ som~ i irr.;:, in October, 1966. 

GOOD~lt'\N s:.a:..cd t!),,t hE: PP1..c:r 1,.,,::cd. ,, ma.rk similar 
to the pcrt.L·.t,·r.t rr;;,-:.k.s i', thi.s c:,~::>,' in i.n;;,.t b: used only a lot 
HU:r!b•.:-' r and d;,. :. e bl~ t ,, Ee,',· E· 1 :,, 1).y • .1 ct t.t: 0 r 2., • 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD 1::, --380 
ME 4 ·'1-1 Di; ·, 
RES:lut 
'.?. 

( ;' ,·· l ~- " y,• . ; ,:, ) ...... .,_ .... •. L .... ~ .... t~._ . ..,,. ' ~ ---- ----... -~------~•-·------····----·-

In,:~,c:dLdely 1.;1:vn n:,,._,cipt, Ap,:-·il 19, 196.Sj of 
.:. rr,,• · ·,):;,: t!':,i1.- :,, r,illc·,.· .:;c~,s,'-, .:u,d b,:d stect fo-0.nd ir: the 

trr.:,,h ... ::. tr-,e 1806 • . .;;~i tc \~:. .. ~.ti~L;?; rebi&tc:cE:d to ERIC STARVO 
G> ·_ i:' 80:l, ts, i.r,E d Ti~ eri'.,u Se;d L,..,::.dr y t;:'.'.,pes, yt', 1 l.,;.·,,· in color, 
-~- .:;J. ~t '. OL:. t ~-~- :i -,;_e. 1J ~~- _;? e C \.~cJj(~.' 20 R ~ 3 p ;:·, ]_ l (.; f r. ~~ <;· t·.;,,_.g. :. :· .. (:.:~ •::. t·. ~:. i lJ. 

0 :r ego~·i •.,. :-' i :r g: 1; t f ,'.· ;,.o Sr,.,. J >. ,,., .. ~, i :·. c- s -,., 01 "': r C'-··· :,(n. t :; -.; t .:,- .J ii 1:d 
f~.11 ad'\,-is~·d t..(.ct\. t.i~i"ij-. il<·'../ i"•f-'•~C·t' 'r..J.:S.'2-d. :-.:t:.~~-t; ~-- fr,irlz:J~.g,> 

J}y .::-.onim01: .. .i,;,-,,~.Jo~~ ;J,:,,·:c'tl lip:~ 1 26 JJ } .'➔ 6~ P t.!"1e 
52.2.,~.;t.lt.:· OJiiCf:, .;,d.-.:.s:.-:d 0ha:·~ i:!. Ttre:r,m:.i S-:-:.,l u:;,1:;l':0-.~:t.€:'.Jl fonr;c.t·}y 
O'.11.'J,ed by };1>,~-- Wes·:<'1L l.i':\~;.:i:'·;csll fonu:r-ly hc-:;-:.~:;,.m Ste~1.rn 
L;.:,1~_; .. ,_d;:·y i'..nd Dt·y ClE.;ner··~Jl ho:;·.}::;,:;,Jl W::i..!;r..::.• .. i,;\,c,r::Jl 1,:.:.d b<:e!i - · id 
ir• 19fd to St;c','-'\.• 9 <.: CJ,:.,••i,,,,.,y,,;;:: Pc-.1.""·',·1.,:·-r,rl Ore··,.,-, 0 ., ... ,,,E,L""--J>.. . , a...,: ""''-"-'J ~ "•4•,;),1~ • .i.-· ._,.9' v .,),.,._,:_,,.i £,•J~·•O l>J\~'-"'.\...' ·,J -· 

C 1e-c~:r~c-; j'' 5 }: 2, d ~:.11~ €f:.. d.;•· }-;~~ f: r: i lt_.!:... (. ·;,;•~7 ,l e ~\'(-: ct ii..:C(i .. Jv ~ B ftrnc~i~g· t,}2E: ~~~- .\,.. e 
d t.::·~~c z .. i 1Je: "1 s .. :._ z .. -t t"Jtt_:,: .L'. t 1u:s i .:'.. r~ ~- ~, r-.' ,~; p !J e.-\.: l. c:·'-~ f;., ! y· (-.. orJ.; 1.· ;\Lt. t:$ J. o 
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* FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 

UNn ... D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 

Report of: SA DAVID J. REID 
MAY 24, 1968 

Office: EL PASO 
Date: 

Field Office File #-: 157-186 Bureau File #-: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY, AKA; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

Character: CML RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Synopsis: On 5/16/68, Captain and Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILL, 
2500 Nations Avenue, El Paso, Texas, advised that they stayed at 
the Provincial Motel in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 12/67, but did 
not recall seeing anyone who resembled subject JAMES EARL RAY. 
SUBJECT JAMES EARL HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH 
DEADLY WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPITAL, 
FULTO~ :MISSOURI IN 1966, AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED 
AND DA GEROUS. 

- p -

DETAILS: 

Information was received from the New Orleans Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation that Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILL, 301 
Woodland Avenue, Mobile, Alabama, had registered on December 17, 
1967, at the Provincial Hotel, 1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

AT MOBILE, ALABAMA: 

On May 10, 1968, Mr. ELMORE SONNIER, 301 Woodland 
Avenue,. Mobile, advised that his daughter and son-in-law, Captain and 
Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILL, stayed at the Provincial Hotel in New Orleans 
during December, 1967, and were currently residing at 2 500 Nations 
Avenue, El Paso, Texas. 

AT EL PASO, TEXAS: 

The following investigation was conducted by SA PAUL s. PULLEN: 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its con tents are not to be distributed outside your a gene y. 
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On M;:.y 16, 1968, Captain and MrB. HENHY J. 
SHERRILL, ~500 Nations Avenue, El Paso, advised that they 
stayed at the Provincial Hotel in New Orleans in December, 
1967s exact date not recalled. After vi~w~ng a photograph 
of subject JA~JES EARL RAY, t1v::"y ::.dvi£ed that they dici not 
recall seeing anyone who re.sen1hled RAY during tb:) tine that 
they stayed at trw Prcvincj;\l Hotel. 
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Copy to: 

Reporl o:: 

Dote: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Sk DAVID J. REID 
May. 24, 1958 

Office: EL PASO 

Field OHice File #-: EP "-157-186 

MURKU{ 

Bureau File "II-: 44-38861 

Charac!er: 

\ 
I 
\ 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

\ / 
On 5/16/68\ Captain and M¢. HENRY J. SHERRILL, 

2500 Nations Avenue, ~l Paso, Texa~;/, advised that they 
stRyed at the Provinc~l .Motel in/N·ew Orleans, Louisiana, 
in 12/67, but did not ecall seeVng anyone who resembled 
subject JAMES EARL RAY SUBJEC;' JA?,!ES EARL RAY HAS BEEN 
C01,VICTED OF ROBBERY WI ICbEAD~'Y7Tl';,fp(f;~iTA-S-BEE.N CONFINED 
IN S'fATE HOSPITAL, FUL'l' N, t,1ISSOURf'-r.:-r-.;--nr131,-;-xms SHOULD BE 
tONSfDEREDAffiJJm AND DA!, ERCt s. ----

-P-

DETAILS: 

Information/was<r ceived from the New Orleans 
Office of the FederaY·Bur~it of Investigation that Mrs. 
HENRY J. SHERRILL, ~"CH Woodl nd Avenue, - Mobile, Alabama, 
had registered on D'ecember 17., 1967 at the Provincial ri:otel, 
1024 Chartres Street, New Orl~ns, _Louisiana. 

AT MOBILE, ALABAMA: 

On May 10, 1968, Mr. EMORE SONNIRR, 301 Woodland 
Avenue, Mobile, advised that h~ aughter and son-in-law, 
Captain and Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILU, stayed at the Provincial 
Hotel in New Orleans during Decemb~r, 1967, &nd were currently 
residing at 2500 Nations Avenue, El Paso, Texas. 

AT EL PASO, TE~AS: 

The following inv~stigation was conducted by 
SA PA UL S. PULLEN: 

:-.!~ ~')C'-::-.::-~• c:::-r.:..::!-.s .,~itr.•~.,.. recommendat!or.s ncr conclusions cf the FBI. It is th~ r,rop~rty of t'i.e F'B! '::Ind is l::"J::12-d. to 
·l=--: =.;.:a-:-.=:: :t :J'...._,-::: :ts c . .:nten~s .:It(" net to b':'! di::;tribut:;:d out'.:>ide yo 1.1:- agency. 
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 

Report of: SA DAVID J. REID Office: EL p ASO 
Date: MAY 24, 1968 

Field Office File ti-: 157-186 Bureau File ti: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY, AKA; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Synopsis: On 5/16/68, Captain and Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILL, 
2500 Nations Avenue, El Paso, Texas, advised that they stayed at 
the Provincial Motel in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 12/67, but did 
not recall seeing anyone who resembled subject JAMES EARL RAY. 
SUBJECT JAMES EARL HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH 
DEADLY WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPrrAL, 
FULTON, MISSOURI IN 1966, AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED 
AND DANGEROUS. 

-P-

DETAILS: 

Information was received from the New Orleans Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation that Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILL, 301 
Woodland Avenue, Mobile, Alabama, had registered on December 17, 
1967, at the Provincial Hotel, 1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

AT MOBILE, ALABAMA: 

On May 10, 1968, Mr. ELMORE SONNIER, 301 Woodland 
Avenue,, Mobile, advised that his daughter and son-in-law, Captain and 
Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRD..L, stayed at the Provincial Hotel in New Orleans 
during December, 1967, and were currently residing at 2500 Nations 
Avenue, El Paso, Texas. 

AT EL PASO, TEXAS: 

The following investigation was conducted by SA PAUL s. PULLEN: 
""'."his document contains nelther recommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
y=:,r :igency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On I.lay 16, 1968, C"ptain and nrs. lIEl;ny J. 
SHERRILL, ~~500 NC,. t ions ;\venue, El Paso, a cv iscd that they 
st8ycd at the Provincial Hotel in l~e·,v Orleans in D2ct?-mber,· 
1967, exact date not recalled. After viewing a photograph 
of subject JA:;1ES EARL RAY, they ac]viscd that they dj_d not 
recall seeing anyone who resembled RAY during the time that 
they stayed at the Provincial Hotel. 
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FE181L ... GF IIIIIESTlaATION 
IL S. •••iiti• OF JUfflCE ,·rn. 

CO-NICATION SEC!,19Jf, l 
MAY 2 3 1968 {p 

FBI WASH DC l"ELET.YPE 

FBI CLEVELAND 

745 PM URGENT 5-23-68 GDS 

TO DI~OR (44-38861), MEMPHIS 

FROM CLEVELAND (44-565) IP 

(44-1987) AND MIAMI. 

RE CLEVELAND TELETYPE INSTANT DATE. 

IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE MIAMI OFFICE DISSEMINATE 

TO APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES THE INFORM~TION PROVIDED BY CV 

THREE FOUR SIX - C IN ABOVE REFERENCED TELETYPE. 

THIS IS BEING REQUESTED SINCE THE CLEVELAND SOURCE 

PROVIDED ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION IN THIS MATTER AND IT IS 

FELT THAT THE MIAMI OFFICE UPON IDENTIFYING ROLAND MAY BE IN A 

POSITION TO PROVIDE MORE COMPLETE BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR 

THIS REQUESTED DISSEMINATION. 

illEC-21 

r--·-
1 M.'I', 'l'olab~ 
! Mr 'D,., LoaeL 

Mr. Mohr ___ _ 
Mr fh,hop ____ _ 
Mr. Casper __ _ 
Mr. Callahan __ 
Mr. C,mrad.. _ 
Mr. Felt __ 
Mr. Gale __ 
Mr. Rose~-­
Mr. Sulliv 
Mr. TaveL. __ 
Mr. Trotter_ 
Tele. Room ..... __ 
Miss Holmes_ 
MiBB Gandy 

p 

END 

LLD , '\II \ . 

2
t: MAY 27 1968 

FBI WASH DC 

, •') 

7 9 MAY 31'1968 

. • .J: - -
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fJ - BUREAU OF INVESTIG".TI0/11 
• DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION ~~ 
MAY 231968~,-l· 

TELETYPE 
FBI MEMPHIS 

DND 610 Pt:. UR NT 5-23-68 

TO DIR OR 

FROM MPHIS (44-1987) 

9-4 1

BUREAU AIRTEL OF MAY SIXTEEN PAST SET FORTH CERTAIN 

ALLEGATIONS FROM JOHN EUGENE GAWRON ALLEGING HE TAUGHT RAY TO BE 

BURGLAR. GAWRON CLAIMS TO HAVE READ IN "CHICAGO TRIBUNE" OF 

Mr. Tolson..____ 
Mr. DeLoacb.,_ 
Mr. Mohr __ 
M.r. Bishop __ _ 
Mr. Casper._ 
Mr. Callahan_ 
Mr. Conrad .. _ 
Mr. Felt~-­
Mr. Gale_*··I~ 
Mr. Rose..._,__ 
Mr. Sulli n__ 
Mr. Tavel ..... __ 
Mr. Trotter_ 
Tele. Room._ 
Miss Holmes_ , 
Miaa Gandy_ , 

FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLAR BANK BURGLARY IN SOUTHERN STATE AND RECALLED 

HE AND RAY CASED SAME BANK IN NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT OR FIFTY NINE. 

NO BANK IN MEMPHIS TERRITORY FITS DESCRIPTION AS SET FORTH BY 

GAWRON. THERE IS NO UNSOLVED ROBBERY OR BURGLARY IN MEMPHIS PD 

INVOLVING SUM OF FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

OF POSSIBLE INTEREST, BUFILE NINETY ONE DASH TWO SIX FIVE 

FOUR FOUR IS AN UNSOLVED ROBBERY OF THE NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE, 

WHITEHAVEN BRANCH, MEMPHIS, TENN. WHITEHAVEN IS SUBURB OF MEMPHIS, 

HOWEVER, IT IS NOTED THIS ROBBERY OCCURRED MARCH TEN, NINETEEN 

SIXTY SEVEN, PRIOR TO RAY'S FSC~Qr, I'! I~ 'RI JR~'.}!' ,!)1:_ THE~ 

BANK IN QUESTION, A BRANCH BANK, WAS NOT IN EXISTENCE EIGHT OR NINE 

YEARS AGO. MEMPHIS DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER OR NOT ANY INFORMATION 

CONCERNING THIS B-ANK ROBBERY MAY HAVE APPEARED IN~I~~ee ~UN~" 

IN JUIIE, -t!J ~~~IXTY SEVEN. 25 MAY 271968 s --{. 
END PA GE ONE vt:; ;t -;:f,-... ,1' 
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PAGE TWO 

POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT SUCH INFORMATION MIGHT HAVE BEEN IN 

A CHICAGO PAPER AND GAWRON MIGHT HAVE READ CONCERNING THIS BR 

AND ADAPTED IT TO HIS OWN PURPOSES. SUGGEST BUREAU REVIEW 

PERTINENT BUFILE AND HAVE CHICAGO REVIEW "CHICAGO TRIBUNE" FOR 

PERTINENT DATES TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY INFORMATION REGARD­

ING THIS ROBBERY APPEARED THERE. 

BERNARD FORESTER, ONE ONE ZERO BLUE HILLS COURT, NASHVILLE, 

TENN., ADVISED HE HAS BEEN BUS DRIVER FOR GREYHOUND BUS LINES FOR 

ABOUT TWENTY TWO YEARS. HE REGULARLY DRIVES NASHVILLE TO MEMPHIS 

TRIP THREE TIMES A WEEK. PHOTOGRAPH OF GRANK WILLIAM BRICKLEY, 

FBI NO. ONE NINE SEVEN DASH SEVEN NINE SIX C, SHOWN TO FORESTER. 

HE SAID INDIVIDUAL SEEMED FAMILIAR BUT COULD NOT SUGGEST WHEN OR 

WHERE HE MAY HAVE SEEN RIM. FORESTER SAID IT IS POSSIBLE HE MAY 

HAVE SEEN PHOTO BEFORE OR PERHAPS INDIVIDUAL MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

PASSENGER ON HIS BUS AT ONE TIME. FORESTER UNABLE TO FURNISH 

ANY POSITIVE INFORMATION. 

MEMPHIS IS CONTINUING TO EXPEDITIOUSLY CHECK OUT LOOK 

ALIKES, HOWEVER, NO PERTINENT INFORMATION HAS BEEN DEVELOPED IN 

THIS REGARD. 

END 

LCC 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. 

FBI WASH DC 

TKSP 
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,/CWASHINGTON---6---

VIA TELETYPE 
MAY 2 31968 

ENCIPHERED 

7-04PM URGENT 5/23/68 RGH 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) 
// 

FROM NtWARK (44-854) (P) 
,,.-.~- ''· 

MURKIN. 

PLAINTEXT 

?,,~- / RE BUREAU TEL TO BIRMINGHAM, FIVE TEWNTY-TWO LAST. 

07 
CONTACT WITH LOCKSMITHING INSTITUTE (PROTECT) REVEALED 

THAT RECORDS CONTAIN NO INFORMATION REGARDING SUBJECT·s 

METHOD OF INITIAL CONTACT. ALTHOUGH THE RECORDS CONTAINED 

ENVELOPE IN WHICH APPLICATION WAS FIRST SUBMITTED, THERE 

WAS NO FURTHER NOTATION AS TO WHERE HE MIGHT HAVE OBTAINED 

THEIR AD. 

NEWARK TELETYPE TO BUREAU, APRIL FIFTEEN LAST LISTS 

THE VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS USED TO ASVERTISE. 

MAIL COPIES TO BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, 
LOS ANGELES, AND MIMPHIS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

X 

RNK FBI WAS DC 

THE 
e:ir• 
t• 

,. 
( . 
--. ' ... 
-. 
!': -

M:r. Tol11on __ 
Mr. DeLoach ...... . 
Mr. Mohr __ _ 
Mr. Bishop _____ _ 
Mr. Casper. _____ _ 
Mr. Callah&it ___ _ 
Mr. Conrad ___ _ 

Mr. Felt_~­
Mr. Gale 

:~:~i ..... . 
Mr. Tave! ____ __,.--' 
Mr. Trotter __ _ 
Tele. Room._ 
Miss Holmes. __ _ 
Miss Gandy __ 

--• 

c.· 

25 MAY 271968 

7 9 r-,.i1 r\··._ < 1 1968 
liihl u .I. 
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