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Illinois. KJ'lFFMAN advised that he has not had any further 
communication or correspondence with OWENS since August 15, 
1965. 

. ~lFFMAN stated that r:.ny additional information 
needed concerning OWENS could be obtained from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the 
State Penitentiary of Menard, Illinois, and this information 
at the penitentiaries would be more current then the 
information that he has, especially information concerning 
description and background information. 
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L. ANDREW WILSON ''BLACKIE" DE CORE 
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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968, 
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De Cora and Blackie 
De core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953, 
on a transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a 
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery. 

DE CORE was paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev. JAMES 
WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St. Louis, Missouri, 
and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19, 
1960. He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue 
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. 
Ile was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965. 
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence, 
December 20, 1966. Upon discharge, he expressed intention 
of going to his sister's residence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOLA 
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont, 
California. Other friends and relatives contained in 
prison records are as follows: 

Brother 

ANTHONY DE CORE 
713 South Claremont, 
Chicago, Illinois or 
1938 North 70th 
Melrose Park, Illinois; 

Sister 

Mrs. MAR'llIA BUTTI'ITO, 
husband - BENNIE 
9241 North Maple Court, 
Morton Grove, Illinois; 

Sister 

NANCY COSENTINO 
502 East Memorial 
Bensonville, Illinois; 
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Niece 

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS 
2020 North Le Clare 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Cousin 

PAT COLI.ESE 
1641 North Latrobe, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Fiance 

Miss HELEN HARE 
3020 West Madison, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Brothers 

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE 
addresses unknown 

Friend 

Miss MARY SAWYER 
City Hospital Number 1 
1515 Lafayette Street 
St. L<l1 is, Missouri. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Sft 
EDWARD A. C.A RPENTER: 

At East St. Louis, Illinots 

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DPVID BLISS, Pastor of the 
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
was contacted and advised that ANDREW WILSON DE CORE is unknown 
to him, and according to his records, he could not identify 
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify 
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission. 

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE 
should contact the mission, that he would make this fact known 
to the FBI. 
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V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY 
PONTIAC BRANCH 
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A. RECORDS RE JAMES EARL RAY 
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STOWE. SYMON, Supervising Sociologist, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois on April 25, 1968, advised 
his file contains little information concerning RAY who was 
a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July 7, 1952 
until discharged March 12, 1954. He stated RAY was confined 
on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook County, Illinois 
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at 
time of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was wounded in both 
arms by police bullets. No information was located at 
Pontiac describing wounds or location of scars. Subject 
RAY at Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 1952 until 
discharge. This is dormitory type housing rather than 
cell type. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as a cook and 
also on officers quarters detail. 

The following inmates were identified aid are set 
forth with their last known addresses furnished the :irison 
at their time of release: 

LEE MILLER 
Pontiac Number 19200 
6538 North Talman Street and 
3542 SouthPort 
Chicago, Illinois; 

EB:WARD PAUL RIVERA, 
Pontiac Number 19294 
515 West 68rd Street, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

GUS MARZAHN 
Pontiac Number 19095 
1620 West Nelson Street, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

CHARLES REED 
Pontiac Number 18492 
22&6 Street 
Madison, Illinois 
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FRED M. PETRAKIS 
Pontiac Number 18516 
Route 1 
Peoria, Illinois 
518 Sanford Street, 
Peoria, Illinois; 

KENNE1H D. FOSDYCK, 
Pontiac Number 19218 
Route 1 
Bushnell, Illinois; 

DWIGHT ROWE 
Pontiac Number 19086 
432½ South Vine, 
Kewanee, Illinois. 
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B. INTERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES 
OF JAMES EARL RAY 
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On 4/23/G7, FRED PE'l"'EAKIS, 2904 North Avnlon 
Pl2cc, Peoria, Illinois, n forn~r in::iate at Pontin.c Pen•• 
i teatiary, W:'l.S ~hO"t!11 n 1955 p!1oto:ri.--nph of .JAZ,mB RtlRL R.c\.Y 
without effecting an idantific~tion. 

PS'l'MK!S :u1viseu that for about 0110 and one-h~lf 
months in late 1953, he sm:vod as a b.:i.rbe1• at the Pou tine 
Hon.:>r F:;.rm in tho p0ni tenti:i1·y, ho·::ever, he dces not rcc;;.ll 
RAY. Prior to this, he cut :i.m,1atcs' hair !.t th~ uain 
prison ti.Ild served thirty-thr-0e months 2t Pcntir:.c· f'r0,:1 1950 
to early 1953 before being paroled. PET:?i.A!GS ::o • .dviscd that 
he took inm::ite HC:&l~l'I DEA~.' s place 2s a b:.,.rber ~,nd thnt 
DEAll may recall RAY. 

On 5/1/63, NCR!,!AN DEAH, barber, 927 Cour_t Street, 
Pekin, Illinois, a fo1·,wr im1:-:i.te at Pontiac Penitentiary, 
was shown n 1955 photograph of JA:'.!ES EARL Rfi.Y without 
effecting an identification. D:EA.Ii advised that he 1:.1as 
disch~rgcd from Ponticc curing tbe "rdntor of 1952 nnd n8ver 
cut hair on the Honor Farm. IIo possessed no information 
regurdinti RAY and was uot aware thnt RAY was confined at 
Pontiac during the tiwe of his incnrccr:ltion. 
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It is nc#tsd t:hJl t t.he refo1·onccd t'9 J..etypz: c-~ntn:l11s 
tl-.e 2 .. ~::J1~2;.;s o~: lt~~~:·:),. ac 2:~3 .. C·t~--i Str;:~f.:; .. ~, !,~!:!.(l~J::on, I1.1:tno:1.s • 
'11:1:t~~ t~(~2rcsf3 El1cru1<1 l.;e co1·1 .. ect0c1 to s!201"'1 P:.-BED •s ncld1,..ezs 
~s 2.0::::.3 - 6th street, I's.,1 is 0:1, Illinoi5. 

n:t~l~D sta tc·d 1;£'::u.. 1: he \:,-as st 1;11;3 Pc-11tiflc Sta.te l?a1"1~, 
Por1t-tac, Illiriois, in :{S52. I-!e z·ta .. tc•J thc:·-t tia e nte2-e,I 
~~n~:<l LJtnto P2nite~tinry at Chester, Illinois, in late 
1[;(0 ar1rJ ,~r~:.s sirb~.JO(!'!.I-Zr(tly tr•c:.1!~:1po1'&,•teci to I)G.utirtc ~~iso11, 
l?o:i:~tiM·::!, llj_i1!~):ts" in lt1.te 1950. Ile crtn.tl:"Jd 110 1--er1tti11ed 
the:-..·~ en t! fo..~•7m 1mtil he was r<:Jbf:'.ed 1\i.1.:::,71::;t ::w, 1952. 
n:~:m ot~·t~~d at .. ct~e t1~·\.:; h 1:! ,-:;~1:,.; en tl1e p~ .. :i..son f~.rril~ ti1ere 
~c:i:e ~bout J.CO po:.·so:1::.; wor!d:ng there. Ee e: tc t0d that 
his job ~.,.-:,;:; to .:lGli v0r tl:o 12,ail to e~ch do:,.-~J.Zltory daily 
P.~:;J t1:a t he .,...,~s f~',.::liJ.i:u: generally with e7~r.-y pcrsm1 
loc~:;;cd on tlle farm at thc.t time. 

r.hen qu~st;1.oned about the suh.~ject, r..Z::CD stated 
that he does not rec~ll th~ nnme nor do~s he rcuember 
n:::socia t:l.ng \7ith a 1>.:.r::::;on r:!l.r:ed Jfd!ES E/H1L R!';.Y. IIe stated 
that l:~ Y,'D.3 fnuil:Lti.r nith tho nar1e since :tt bad been in 
the n,~·.'is fr'2q~.I:'.:nt1y iu recent clays, bu-c it h:.:;.d n:ever C0}:1.e 
to his attcnt:.on unt.tl no':: th~t BAY r.:::..:7 h~ve b;)on at 
Pontia~ s·:::1 tc F~rn ,;-;1'.:1.le lie t:as tr101~e. 1:e :ft.lrtl1er ntated 
t'.i!at h•~ d0es not r,C; :;~::.11 ~r:y p:irticular p.::rzon r,ho 
r.:.ly havo been fricn:52 'Hith tho c,11J"jcct. It is note.d :Zrom 
t11e rcf crc:1.ccd telt~ty~p3 t;i:.a t subject ent0rcd tl1a 
fa2~t st Por1ti~,c A~.;.~:,,::t 12, 1952. rc:sD r:7!calls th3.t 
disr:i.:!!'1sed frcn Po!r;;~'..:: .. c, Lu~;ust 20, 1£l53. He stated 
ho was 19 years old at tl.e time ha was on tho farm. 
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related that he has not kept in contn•:::t ,-,,i th anyone 
he net while nt the in-2:1.c, ~1:d 1--i.i'lOWS nothini o:J: the -whereabouts 
of any of the in:::3.te::. who were incar(!e:: ... atod at the farn 
T;hile he \1!l.S there• 

REED is described as: 

Age . App!4o:;;:ir;a te ly 38 
Height 5' 6 11 

\'leight 140 
Hair Bl0:.1de, crew cut 
Eyes Blu:a 
Conplexion Rutldisb 

:Marital 
statti.s 

Employer 

Linps due to a crippled right leg 

Single, lives ,·lith hie r .. o-cher 
at the above noted address 
S.ritaticn wo:rh,n:· 
r1.dinz on sani t&itj_o!l truc;~s 
in the t:adison-Grani te City, Illinois E'.re:i 

REED has 5 b:t·others living in the Madison-Grm1ite 
City area and 1 sister. It is noted frm;i a crininal check 
at the Madison city PD that ClIARLt:::3 E. REED has had so:.1e 
ere di t proolens as ,..,ell as being arrested for speeding 
and disorderly conduct sin~e his release fron Pontiac. 
(also from Granite City PD records) 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On May 2, 1968, Deputy Sheriff, JOHN BLIVEN, 
McDonough County, Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH 
D. FOSDYCK no longer resides in Bushnell, Illinois, but 
resides in Macomb, Illinois. He stated that FOSDYCK has 
a criminal record and is holder of FBI #442 181 A. He 
advised that FOSDYCK is presently employed by Burell 
Florists in Macomb, Illinois, and resides at 321 College 
Street, Macomb, Illinois. He advised that the record 
of FOSDYCK shows he was first arrested on October 14, 
1948, for tampering with a motor vehicle and has later 
arrests for robbery, petty larceny, auto larceny, 
probation violation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advised 
that the last known arrest for FOSDYCK was on December 
3, 1954 when he was returned to the Illinois State 
Penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, for parole violation. 

He furnished the following physical description of 
FOSDYCK: 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Build 
Education 

White 
Male 

5'10" 
155 pounds 
Black 
Brown 
Slender 
8th Grade 

On May 2, 1968, ELMER BURELL, Owner, Burell 's Florists, 
Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH D. FOSDYCK is employed by 
him and has been for a number of years. He stated that FOSDYCK 
resides at the Florist at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois, 
and that during the past several years FOSDYCK has been working 
regularly. He advised that FOSDYCK was working during the 
period of March 27, 1968, through April 4, 1968. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 
EHD:ras 
2 

A number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were 
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He advised that he has never 
seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY. He 
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY 
and felt certain that this individual had not been in 
Macomb in the recent past. 

On May 2, 1968, KENNETH D. FOSDYCK was interviewed 
at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois. A number of photo­
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to FOSDYCK. FOSDYCK 
furnished the following information: 

The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely 
familiar to him as someone he has seen in the past. 

FOSDYCK advised that he (FOSDYCK) was assigned to 
the Illinois State Penitentiary Honor Farm at Pontiac, 
Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954. 
He advised that there was not a large number of individuals 
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet possible that 
he knew JAMES EARL RAY vaguely during this period of time. 
FOSDYCK advised that he certainly has not seen RAY since 
February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY's 
whereabouts. 
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On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN·WATSON, Kewanee, 
advised that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly 
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him 
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE's parents 
were deceased, but that he believed ROSE V. JACABSON, 111 
Hollis Street, Kewanee, was related in some way to ROWE. 

On 5/7/68 Mrs. ROSE V. JACABSON, 111 Hollis, 
Kewanee, advised that DWIGHT ROWE was her first husband's 
brother. She further advised that ROWE quite often visits 
her children, but has not done so since the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She has never heard him mention 
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROWE presently 
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois. 

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905 
Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois, but were unsuc_:cessful. 

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON ROWE, 905 Third Street, 
Green Rock, Illinois, advised that he had served time at 
Pontiac, Illinois, but stated he did not remember JAMES 
EARL RAY. He stated that to the best of his knowledge 
the first he had ever heard of RAY was when his picture 
appeared in the newspapers in regard to KING. ROWE advised 
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so 
many different names that he could have met RAY and not 
realized it • .,.., 
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VI. PRIOR THREATS AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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DAVID V; LANSDEN, Attorney, Cairo, Illin~ 
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K PINKSTON, 
FBI #314 7431 as a client on 2 or 3 occasions. LANS N 
states that PINKSTON is a heartless individual who pr esses to 
be a separationist and usually acquires small amounts o money 
from businessmen in the white community by soliciting 
donations in $1 and $2 amounts to promote his separation of the 
races program. 

LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a 
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes same 
and generally operates in the Sikeston, Missouri, or 
Forrest City, A.~~~!l§aa area. 

LANSDEN was unable to recall any conversation wherein 
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what 
might happen if he killed KING; LANSDEN states to the 
best of his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City, 
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives. LANSDEN 
stated to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON 
3 or 4 years ago. 
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VII. "INTEROFFICE" LOOKALIKES AND POSSIBLE SUSPECTS 
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A. VINCENT DE PALMA 
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On April 6, 1968, RONALD LORENZEN, Managing 
Editor, Times Democrat, Davenport, Iowa, advised he received a 
telephone call from EDWARD BUMGARDNER of 917 - 6th Avenue, 
Erie, Illinois on April 5, 1968. BUMGARDNER advised him that 
the photograph displayed on teleyision of the assassination suspect 
appears to be that of one VINCENT DE PALMA. BUMGARDNER also 
advised that he is a former Minuteman and the assassination 
may have been committed by a member of the Minutemen. 
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B. CARL RICE 
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JUDI'ffl LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria, 
Illinois, telephonically advised on April 5, 1968, 
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect in slaying 
of captioned individual on Channel 25 WEEK television, 
Peoria, Illinois, which individual resembles CARL RICE, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. LOTT was described as: 

Race 
Sex 
Height 
Age 
Hair 
Eyes 
Weight 

White 
Male 
5' 11" 
32 
Blonde 
Blue 
155 pounds 

LOT'l' continued by saying RICE was previously 
involved in narcotics and racial matters. He attended 
Blake School, Minneapolis, resided with father, Doctor 
CARL RICE, suburb of Edina, Minneapolis, approximately 10 
years ago. HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised 
the composite drawing of suspected slayer of captioned 
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which 
drawing was from UPI Wire Photo Service. 
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C. WILLIAM RAY KING 
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On April 7, 1968, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN 
and ROY WEST, Rock Island Police Department, advised an 
anonymous telephone call was received at the Police Department that 
a white male wearing gold colored clothing was at the Ft. 
Armstrong Hotel in Rock Islang Illinois, either had a gun 
or guns or made statements that he had killed someone 
or that he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN 
LU'IHER KING, JR.' was killed. The voice was very muffled and 
the exact comments could not be distinguished. 

Both proceeded to the Hotel where they immediately 
located BILLY RAY KING whom they checked for a gun. In 
subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came 
from Louisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING." He stated he got what he deserved and when asked 
if he had killed him, this person responded that even if 
he had he wouldn't tell them. They decided to take him 
to the Police Department for further investigation. 
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On 

by 

FEDERAL BUR EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DILLY RAY IGlIG was j_11 torv i-::~-:rcc1 at the Uoc:: Is land, 
Illinois, Police:) D-::part1:1011 t, by Il.0:3~.2'1' A. "\'lIC::',i LC rti1c1 ClI:'lHL: :s 
E. S?JITH who j_dcnti:ficd thei:1solves as Sp2cinl A:=,-c:n·~s of tho 
FDI. KiiT•3- was warned cf llis ric;hts ct~1d 118 vmivcc1 tller.1 as 
sho·:m 0:1 <1.!1 execute cl wanii11g a1~(1 v1ai ve1· f ori:i. 

DILLY RAY KI~G advised he has resided for ton years 
at 102 Arlin3tori Street, Ln~e Providence, Louisiana, He has 
been employed as a dee~ hand on different boats in tho irississippi 
River since he was 18 yca1·s o:f a:_;e. He stated for the last 
three months ho has been employed as a deck hand on a towboat 
for the K.G.W. Towing Company out of Groonville, Llississippi. 

He added that he had been injured on his boat 
approximately twenty days a~o and had been treated at the 
Greenville, I.Iississippi, Gene1~a1 Hospital, but had been 
rccupcratinG at his ho20 in Lake Providence, Louisiana. 
He had recovered and arrat1f;Cd to catch his boat, which if_; 

the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois. His Personnel 
Director, .TGRI1.Y WILSOl{, v1itll the I~.G.W. Towing Company in 
Greenville, l\Iississipp:i, :rn.cl gtven l1im an aiqJlanr~ tiel:ct 
from Grccnv ille, Liississippi, to St. Louis, Missouri, to 
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1960; however, he dotcrLlined 
that all planes wore full and was instructed to take a bus 
to 1,Iomphis, Tennessee, to catch a plane to St. Louis. ac: 
left his home by ~railway Bus around noon on lpril 4, 19GB 
and p1·oceedec1 to I,icmphis, Tc~nncssee, whic11 is about 175 
miles. Ho arrived in Memphis sometime ip the afternoon. 
probably around 4:00 p.m. While at the Trailway Bus Depot, 
the riots broke out due to the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING., He aclv ised that tlle bus depot was closed o There-
was no busscs allowed to leave or enter and the people in 
the bus depot were forced to remain in the depot all night 
long. He advised that the depot was only two or three 
blocks from the Lorrzine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, wllere 
KING was shot. He advised that he knows where this ~otel 
is located as. he had stayed there on previous occasions. 
He added that it was general knowledge in all the papers 
that Dr. MAltTIN LUTHB:?. KING wn.s in Memphis and s t2,yinc; at 
the T.orrain."'-e~Hu.oLt...,eo<....L.1..,.., ___________________________ _ 

I I 

4-7-G~ at Rock Island Illinois ________ File # __ S_I_4_4_-_-_5_6_1 __ -_ 

SA CHARLES E. S~UTII CY 

Sa ROimRT A • WICKWIRE /ras 4-9-68 Dote dictated ___________ _ 

This document cont•ins neither recommendotions not • ..ndusions of the FBI. It is rhe property.of the FBI ond is looned to your cgency: 

it and its contents ere not to be distributed outside your ogency, 
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KING stated that he did not shoot f!t'U'..TL'I LUTillm 
KING but llastily added even if he had done so, he would not 
tello He also stated tllat Mli.RTIN LUTIITIR KING got just what 
he deserved and that the people in the Nol~th are getting 
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they 
caused the whole thing. When as~ed if he was a member of 
tbe KK!C, KING stated that he was not a rnernher but also 
added even if he was, he would not tell. 

KING then stated during the early hours before 
daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to 
take a taxi to the airport. He recalled that tho fare 
was somewhere around ~$4. 65. When he arrived at the air­
port, he determined that there was only one plane that he 
could catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane was 
full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left 
and he could not get on, he then made a long distance 
telephone call to his boss J.SRRY WILSON who the11 told him 
to catch a bus to St o Louis and a bus to Quincy where he 
could catch the boat. He advised that he took a cab back 
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Eus for St, 
Louis, Missourio He advised this was early in the morning 
and arrived in Sto Louis sometime around noono He then 
caught a bus from Sto Louis to Quincy; however, this bus 
made many different stops and he arrived too late in Quincy 
to catch the boat. He then took another bus to Rock Island, 
Illinois, where he now .·_waiting for the boat which is due to 
arrive at 12:00 midriighto . 

KING stated that he owns a 1967 bright blue Mustang 
which is at his home at Lake :Providence, Louisiana. He 
explained that the papers for this car are in the name of 
his friend TRAVIS Sl!EFFIE!_,D, who lives appro;:ima tely three 
bloc!~s away on Foster Street. He stated he bought this car 
fror.1 SHEFFIELD and is makine; the payments but ho has not 
had the papers changed over to his name. The car is at his 
home. KING also admitted that he owned a .33 Ristol and a 
shot~un which are both at his home. 

The following description was obtained from 
observation and interview: 
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Name 
Sex 
Race 
Date of Jlir.th 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
A~_s_ 

occupation 
Education 
Marj_tal Status 
Employment 

Mother 
Arrests 

St. Joseph, ouisiana 
6 1 l 11 

185 pounds 
Dart Brown, Curly 
Blue 
Medium to ruddy 
102 Arlington 
Lake· Pro\,-id2nce, Louisian,:i. 

Deck Hand, Towboat 
Seventh Grade 

Si!1gle 
KoG.TI. Towing Company 
Greenville, Mississippi 
GE:lTRUDE FRITH 
Admits juvenile arrest 
before the age of 18 for 
assaulting a Negro police 
officer in Lake Prov ic1e nee, 
Louisiana, explaininc he beat 
this officer with a pipe, served 
nine months in a reforu school 
at Monroe, Louisiana; 
Admits arrest at the age of 18 
for carr•ying a p.istol' at Utl::e 
Providence, Louisiana, fined 
$200.00 and $37.00 costs and 
two years probation~ 
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D. UNKNOWN SUSPECT 
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Kankakee, Illinois, advised 
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone call 
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel, 
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that 
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. No further information 
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call. 
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E. ALLEN RICHARD 'lllAYER 
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The Springfield, Illinoi Pplice Department, on 
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHA . ,'fflAYER was in custody 
and that he fits the general descrip ·on of the individual 
who shot MARTIN LU'lllER KING, JR. THA R interviewed 
this date by Bureau Agents and he advi d he could 
not account for his whereabouts on the p rtinent dates 
as pertained to this case. He did advise, however, 
that he had been traveling across the United States for 
several weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was in 
Denver, Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been 
assassinated. 'DIAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama 
or Tennessee this year. 'DIAYER and companion were traveling 
in a 1959 gold Chevrolet. 

THAYER is described as: 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Eyes 
Complexion 
Tattoo 

Previous arrests 

DOB 

5' 11" 
155 pounds 
Dark brown 
combed straight back 
Blue 
Dark 
Skull and crossbones 
left forearm 
Armed robbery 
Ontario C.IA..da 
breaking and entering 
Hartford. Connecticut 

I I 
Br.is t.o.l ~. COJlllec.ticu.l. 

'DIAYER advised he knows nothing concerning the murder 
of KING nor has he any animosities toward KING. The Springfield 
Police Department filed charges against THAYER for defrauding 
an innkeeper. 
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F. WILLIAM LOHMEYER 
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On April 9, 1968, discreet investigation was 
conducted re WILLIAM LOHMEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Illinois. 
Information was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn 
Illinois area, during the pertinent period re captioned 
matter. 

LOHMEYER is described as: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Complexion 
Hair 

Build 

Occupation 

White 
Male 
43 
5' 9" 
165 
Ruddy 
Brown 
Burr cut 
Medium - stocky 
round facial features 
Farmer 
Well respected in community 
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G. J. J. TRARES 
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JEROME J. TRARES, is described as: 

Race 
Sex 
DOB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Employer 

White 
Male 

~ 
230 pounds 
Brown, graying 
bald, front and top 
4 Sheryl Drive, 
East St. Louis (Caseyville) 
Illinois 
u.s. Gypsum 
salesman of building materials 
to wholesalers 

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968 
to contact BILL WOOD at 
lumber yard owned by 
JOHNSONS, owners, 
Holiday Inn Motel Chain 
Driving 1968 Green Ford 
4 door registered to 
u.s. Gypsum 

TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P.M. April 4, 1968, 
arriving at residence 10:30 P.M. the same date after 
stop at Cairo, Illinois. 

Due to varience in physical and car description and 
departure time, he does not appear identical to the 
unknown subject. 
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H • UNKNOWN SUSPECT 
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I. ROBERT L. PUJNK 
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ROBERT~• PLUNK, white male, age 34, born 
j 5' 10" tall, 160 pounds, dark brown hair, 

~r_e_c_e_d~i~·n-g-,-b--------r-ow_n_e~yes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad 
to St. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M. this date, April 11, 1968. 
PLUNK briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois, in view of 
information furnisned' by train personnel indicating PLUNK resambled 
artist's sketch of assassin of Dr. KING. PLUNK boarded 
IC passenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida, at Corinth 
Mississippi with a round trip ticket to St. Louis. He was with 
his mother, EULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessee. 
PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran's Administration Hospital 
(Vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L. PLUNK, 
RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report for 
physical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a Korean 
war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro, 
Tennessee, VAH. The letter directed PLUNK to report VAH 
A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis, 
Missouri, April 11, 1968. PLUNK claims he does 
not work due to physical condition. PLUNK obviously in 
poor physical condition and had difficulty in moving and 
breathing. 
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J. A. J. CONSOLINO 
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1 
I 

On April 13, 1968, LEONARD K011MOTINY, Manager, 
Lipsett Steel Products Company, 2520 East 23rd Street, 
Granite City, Illinois, advised that D. L. PETERSON is 
actually a D. L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltimore, 
Maryland, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products 
Company are leased through the D. L. Peterson Leasing 
Company. 

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products 
Company and the Luria Brothers and Company are the same 
canpany,operating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granite 
City, Illinois. 

He said A. J. CONSTANTINO was an employee of the 
Lipsett Stell Products Company and that CONSTANTINO was 
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive 
Drive North, St. Louis, ?ilissouri, and wou]cl not be returning 
back to the company until April 15, 1968 •. He furthe1: · 
advised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee of the 
company who took travelling assignments. He advised that 

1 he did not have any information concerning the 1968 
! Illinois license 411809 at the present time. 
I 
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K. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA RICHARD GALT 
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On '"­s cito, [ rii l, 1)33 14 
No'tii oth ELee;, Oci'±a, 1ioi3, t0ehono nuth02 er 
GC2.577, tolep: iUy cent eted th 

cncv to ve thit he i:nd hcard a radio oej 
a rtiio1d station., • in±ie!r1, Xliinois, not identi:io], 
hiIe di'±vinr f:or.i :3pr1 ; 1otd to Peoria on this date 0 

r:e 'eca11od th co.ec t' aalci the Y-U,wa trying to 

loC.te an IV1a. (rj) G.f1Q ttho vzas a a v;orking cut 
o: ian 0 Lo advised that ho is n 

ai - , an h iI:r .latsly rocalcd all 'icual I:ov:n to 
h-u-1 asG.LT (ni etic) ; hoai he had ai1ed with on 
the I1ubou o2 the Vito.y TIiort tio nine, Iev' York 
City in ce.br o± 1)3: to Fc rty of iG2, en a vo1age 
to pain and 'eturn to Part A  Te:as 0 He advised 
)c ii L 1vi.. a1 j- CS I L I c:l2D c: 
both no:j o the ers Intern ional Union, Mob1e, 
1ba.ia, whose natioa1 off ice is 1roohiv, tovi Yori; 

He advised ho and another eaimn named T0 -2 OBYDA:TCY 
JiaLaia % also a e;cr of the said union, 
racial attes knnd ro:.igio r:att-s and pol:Ltics 

at icgh q cl.!ng the above voyage, Ile stated there v;erc 
four 1Te:roc: n the crow of app:'ox:ir.aie1y 40 ren anti that 
he, :.111LE and i1:rcY were the only tv;o.who associated with 
GILT (: oNT IC) 0 

He dencrib3d thic individual as 

CAI APProximte1y 40-4.2 years of age at 
thistine 

Height 6! . 

165 
Fal l Id Thin 

Casual dresser, had exceilet knowledge 
of hand guns and had e;ce1ient kno'i1cdgo 
of uropea COUntrjz,  
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7BLE dv±sxi that thfs id!.v.üta1 had r1.ted 
that he had :or the priesthood n Chicago, II1 ., 
clur -in[,fhz car:y years iLa also advised that he vas an 
e:perienced votran sea:an0 

s contacted in person byMls ELIA 
UILLIIiS, Jr0 and the riter, and he could add no 
additional !norLiation to the 'above. 
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KENNETH NEWBLE, 1817 North North Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely 
not the crewman which be had reference to aboard the SS Hudson 
in December, 1961, to February, 1962. He advised there is distinct 
differences in the hair and facial features. NEWBLE is of the 
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and cannot offer 
explanations or suggestions as to which crewman he may have made 
reference to. He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a 
crewman, who is definitely not identical with the individual 
he bad reference to. Based on NEWBEL's statements, after viewing 
a compCDSite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT add in the absence of 
any recorded crewman named GALT. no further investigation to 
locate this individual will be conducted. 

- 181 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

L. CLOYD DRAKE 

- 182 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Si 44-561 

invctaion !y 1A i(T BLJI ASCC ; icbotcr, 
o a.i3C3 i;:so pin cc., 

n re on LI2 ; L Ch i'ot IizL.A:?o 1iarcitop t.ch 

iii accoco ;itii ccrc o: :: iv at :?io1d, choctc'd 
dU.y r iztccd to CLCJ) DIE iinchcst.o?, 

I 11inoi, 

;'2E iezV../cd, 3aoarlviocd hcr husband 
a:ay a that on'y o ad J.ir husband evcr 
s: iL•r 1--7 0"1 - at. th• c-r oinitiy 

has nct bn to CIcao bCCI 
iCVd or VOd On 7 othor auto. 

i3 furthcr h).r conducted in v1c71 o? 
:3cOpaflCy in dccription o auto ocn in Ci2icag0 and that 

o L:cs auto. 
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M. JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE 
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Information was received from the Jackson 
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, 
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual driving a white 
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109. The driver 
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE. MONTAGNE 
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not 
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and 
the other person indicated he was a seaman and they were 
both heading for New Orleans. 

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing 
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of 
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he 
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description 
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person. 

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered 
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for 
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139. Auto regtstt.ation 
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative. 

Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN 
describe him as: 

Name 
Address 
Chicago, Illinois 
DOB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Drivers license# 

RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN 
1254 Leland, 

5' 10" 
160 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 
H41673340187 
Suspended since 3/10/68 
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