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N, PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY
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O, UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J, CARNAHAN
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield,
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security
number ]

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD,
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboré, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford picklp
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as W15662349765258,
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which
driver's license listed as W156623497652585, These
are not Illinois drivers license.

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised
drivers license number M216 4502 3056 issued February 14,
1968, to JAMES J, MC GOVERN, This chauffeurs license expires
March 7, 1969 and described him as 5' 10", 190 pounds,
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB| | application reflects
he is self employed and dba J, J. Mc Govern Motor Service,
Rosemont, Illinois,

Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L, WARD, 103 Third Street,
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968
and describes him as 5' 11", 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel
eyes, DOB
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P, JAMES E, BODKER

- 191 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E, BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton,
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him
as male, born '5' 10", 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer,
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three
moving violations but is presently clear and valid,
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Q. WILLIAM A, MARSHALL
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Patts
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never bheen
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L, C, BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department,
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A, MARSHALL
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L, C., BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
a frandise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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VIII., MISCELLANEOUS
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A, ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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hed - it recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
Wb i but did not hit him because he "hit the ground". 1le
grave danger Tor his personal safety becavwe
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about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER XING,.
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Mrs., STRADER sdvised hor husband returned to the CARMICIE
residence at Lexinzton, Illinois, on Feidny, 4/26/63; where he staycd
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Mirs, STRADOR advised of some of her husband's activities,
wvhich are no% congerning the nurder of Dr. XING., She advised that
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she does not know 211 of her husband's business and that she is sure
he has not told er all ke Lnows.

Mrs, STRADTR advised hor.husband is acquainted with BAYHOND

STARNS oi DPaton Roug, Loulsiang, who told S;ufruu‘lﬁ”»héf*v‘“cr of - -
1967 that therc viere soveral businessaen in the area of_ Baton Houze

Lbuigiaﬁ ;o vho were taking up 2 collection to obbaln noncy to have  ~
KING assasgin;ted Irs. STRADIR advised Her hug and is well- asdunxnuea -
in-the Baton Rouge and Denhom’ Spr'vau. Louisiana, zrea. She stated

he was, in the summer of 1967, connceied with thn H.C _Donnell

Construction Ccapany of Danhan Sprinys, La., which vas doing cog?t ruction
work for the telévhone company. - Ske. related E. C. DONNZLL lives in
Dallas, Texas Sne-related POYuALL had an eﬂxipzent' rental b“”lDBS
and vhile STﬁﬁDbu and POMUELL vere attemnpting to rent the equinnent
they wvere tryinz to gain fln“r01n* for a recreational park in Louisiana
sinilar t6° “"Six Flazs Cver Texas.'". She re]ate* that soxme voy they
“emiz in‘contnct with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SPAPIRS (ph) of Misni,
Florida, who advised they could finance sanme buit were net: invc*eu»ed
in a recreatio 12l pori but weould bz interezted in finanzing o horse
racinz track., lrs, STRADER advised My, DONHELL cbtainzd RAVIIOND STARNS
to help leccate his land vhich could bg used as 2 herse racing pari, He
also obtalnod sanction of the sheriff, (¥U) IRVIN and SAUM BGSHO, both
of Slicell, La; however, "things vﬂt.oﬂt cof hand" and an aruicle
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appeared in '"'Life'" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid.
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview
with him,

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio, STRADER informed him
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale'" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time,
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience in their territory. According to Mr.
STERN, BISHOP stated that STRADER is afraid to approach any
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a location
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois,

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'l1" -2", 175 1lbs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642,
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B. INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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C. CECIL RAY
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Trs. TNCH was contacted at her home on 4/26/63.
She advised that her ex-son-in-law, CTCII, RAY, foruverly

of Vanlalia, Illinois, has been to her rL81dence on apvroxinately

{70 occasions within the last five years, adcompanied by an

vidual who resembled Jain8 BARLIRAY. 1t 1s her belief that

GCIL NAY referred to this person as J i8S RAY., Irs. FRANCH

wre unable to furnish any rore enecific inforwation as te the

times or when the visits wera nade.

She stated that CHWCLL RAY was Jcparaieu from her step-
daniater, JUUITH SARLIVE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street,

: Il1linois. They have been senarated about four years.
ig believed to be emnloved in JOLIET, ILL., as 2 truck
r an unidentified Gas and 01l Cornany and was last seen
5y I“h. TRUMCH in 1966, CLOIL RAY's navents arc deceased but he
1s helievaed to bhave a brother who resisdes in Vandalia, Il]inois,
nare unknown. CuCIL RAY was ewmnloyed as a bartender at ona time
at an unidentified bar oa t MR35

thie maln stre-t in Vandalia. MO5.
SERSHE had no ohotorsranh and could furnish no descrintion of

20 I [ r
L [_: ..v« ia .
. .

F2UNCH,  her husband
, 1n early
1957 an! the caze has not been solved, Mrs.¥ROUIICH resildes alone
with her dog and accordins to SherifF A. ™. DITIER, is an avid
beer drinker. Mrs. FRTNCH did not annear to have been drinking
at the t'me of the interview. Shadid refer to the death of her
huvshant cn snveral occasvnu and mentioned that she knew how
Ve KTV folt . .

By way of baclkpround concerning M
DAL TRUCH was beab to death’ in REfinzhawm, Illinois
r

TN TRIONT
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAINRS: -

At Edwardsville, Illinois

States Attorney LEON D, SCROGGINS, Madison Counrty
Court House, revicwed files maintained in his office and
stated that a warrant for ncglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Idwardsville. He gtated that the infor-
nation obtained a2t the time the complaint and warrant were
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,
Il1linois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current

whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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‘” 5-13-69, Sheriff LEONARD KELLY, Fayette County,
acvised here are ceveral members of the RAY Lfanily

ty and he was seriously doubtful of any connccol-
ion with the &L‘r‘ct in this case, 1'\_\,00rdz.n'f to 1hVa°+i;nL10n
conducted to leocate CROIL RAY, all wbers of the fanily arc
not too smart and proue to using alcoJol to ecxcess,

In this respect, LAZRY RAY, a Jity of Vandalia
crploycn, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11- -12/¢8 for
threatening his wife, but released cn $25,00 bond,

MAR.TON KIRKPATRICK, an employce-of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the same naichborhool, but has nct beean in
Vandalia for at least two years, unless vory briefly, No ree
moval coald be located at USPO, and no mail recéived during
reccnt past. Tax and voter's reccords also negative,

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the otronr
and garbage work, aJv1sed 5-14~68, he is an uncle of CiCIi, RA
and, to his knowledge, he has not heard of JANMES EARL RAY, bﬁt
posqubly CECIL could have kncwn nlm, since at one tiue ho was
at Edwardsville and Alton. There is a brother STANLEY ZAY vwho
GILyiRT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works at Cranc
Packing 60, There is a halt brother, RICIARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, aldress unknown. GTL7L“” RAY dﬂViuC he
had not seen or heard frowm CECIL RAY in several months and
the last he knew he was in Pﬂorza, 11inois, working at a
Stiite (phoenctic) Service Statien, prcbdb]y the Site brand
of independent stations.

LEOJATD BOULES forer associate of JECIL RAY advised
ne hed heard nothing Lron him for two or three years, BOJLES
no longer operates a tavern but helps his son-in-law in the
tire recappiiig business. FRELTON PRIOCR former_associatey—akso
had no rececat information of CECIL's wheredbt®d, Wi~ ¢
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family
of this group 'were a little on the stupid side,"
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