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ASSISTANCE AND SUEGESTED LETTER BE FORWARDED TMROUGH FORMER MAYOR AND
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PAGE VO
SUBJECT RECEIVED ONE FULL m:m EXAM AT BRIXTON AND ONE SINCE ARRIVAL
VANDSWORTH PRISON. KE RECEIVES TVO DAILY VISITS FRON MEDICAL

OFFICER AND WILL RECEIVE ONE FULL MEDICAL EXAM VEEKLY.

AT NINE: TWO z:acf?afaeiz FIFTEEN LAST ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL
mE 70 PRISON BY MALE WITH AMERICAN Aceﬁﬂj"vuﬁ‘ﬁiﬂ”'ﬂhY WILL BE
RELEASED ABOUT ELEVEW PH, TNIS IS GENUINE CALL.” TWO VANS AND sxx CARS
OF POLICE IMI&TE’.Y BTEF&l’Gm 10 PRISON BUT lﬂtﬁln UNTOWARD OCCURRED.

VARDERS WHO SPENT TINE IN CELL SATURDAY REPORTED SUBJECT SEEMED

) ff\' ELATED ALL DAY BUT APPEARED BACK TO NORMAL SUNDAY.

SUBJEET NEFUSED T0 SEE TWO SCOTLAWD YARD OFFICERS JUNE FOURTEEN

'LAST AND SAID HE VOULD ALSO REFUSE T0 SEE FBI IF THEY ASKED To SEE HIM.

YARD OFFICERS MADE REQUEST T0 SEE NIM IN EFFORT 10 ASCERTAIN MIS

ACTIVITIES IN ENGLAND FROM WAY SEVENTEER TO JUNE EIGHT.

SEBJECT NOT SAYING ANYTHING SIGNIFICANT TO WARDERS AS HE NOW
BELIEVES THEY ARE TRYING TO EXTRACT INFO FOR POLICE.
END PAGE TVO T

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| PASE THREE
' SOURCES: Mﬁ Wiﬁ?‘f ﬂﬁfm G&E 10 m», Dﬂ! T0 CRIMINAL
m:ma, HE WAY NOT n SIVER PERNISSION TO LANS. m r g; WERE, UNDER
PRISON RIKES §O ONE e | ECONS, TVEW RELATIVE, IS PERWITTED ENTRY TO
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|  BUREAW luma m AIRMATL IDENT RECORD AND nnmmms JOHN
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I« ED ¥ (Rev. 5-22 64) D
' \R FBI % br. 4p
‘ , ’ . . ad——
Date: 6-13-68 v/ ey '
r. Gale
Transmit the following in ' r. Ros
(Type in plaintext or code) r. Sulli
Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL §
(Priority) Mele.
| L/ TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, CLEVELAND (44-565)

{ Gomew )

Enclosed herewith are two copies of a favorable
editorial concerning the Bureau's performance in the MURKIN
investigation. This editorial appeared in the "Youngstown
Vindicator" on 6/11/68.

Youngstown Vindicator, Vindicator Square and West Boardman,

It is respectfully requested that a letter of {j?
Youngstown, Ohio 44503. \\

]appreciation be directed to WILLIAM BROWN, Manager,

Indices Cleveland Division would not preclude
requested letter.

% Enclosures - Z)ENC URE

! 1-Cleveland
| @7

4

.ST103

PR T — MP ‘ CRECW. %/ 5)’35/%3’5
5 Jﬁ M E TRy :}N'%e " :;,.’ %

}’{ﬁ’}‘;’ ﬂ"/ m T —
0 (/W
5 .

‘ ;‘A Approved: Sent M Per

/ ‘Sgcial Agent in Charge

R7JUL121968 N o | 5 enenigd
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

- e N : ' *\

(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

Wiy (R A . '
v Don’t Give Up Easily

A few weeks or so ago they were saying
that “Theyl never catch Dr. King's
killer.” One columnist wrote: “The trufh
is that the FBI has not located a smg e
trace of Ray since he supposedly abah-
doned his white automobile in Atlanta|:
April 5, the day after the Negro clergy-|.
‘man was slain in a Memphis, Tenn., motel.”
o Understandably, the FBI does not tell |

h all that it knows. It is entirely possible| -
that the FBI did not know exactly where |
the murder suspect was at the moment the |
columnist. was ‘making his observations.
But it evidently wasn’t far behind.
v The FBI doesn’t usually give up so early |,
in a problem of this kind, or any kind. Be-
0 cause of the many implications involved in
v

Eac

b the slaying of a man of Dr. King’s promi-
E nence, especxa.lly in the civil rights field,
b it. is inconceivable that the FBI -ever
thought at any time of giving up t
search.

So it was not exactly surpnsmg that
James Earl Ray, the principal suspect [n
the Dr. King slaying, was captured Satui‘- .

_ fday in London principally through the
work of the FBI and the Royal Canadian
‘[ Mounted Police. The Canadian police
found the suspect's passport record in a
. batch of more than 200,000 applications
which they searched and the FBI and
Scotland Yard.did the rest from that point

on.

The investigation must not stop with
the arrest of the prime suspect. Efforts |
‘must be made to learn whether Ray was
only a cog in a conspiracy, whether he
was a paid killer. For a man who was un- '
employed, he spent consuierable amounts
of money. .

The FBI did not give up in its search [
for Ray, 2 man of many aliases, and while
.it-is not making its intentions known, it ¥
is not likely to abandon the search f
conspiratorial or other evidence that mlg t
be.. assoclated thh Dr. King's assassm
tion.: - R .

‘

. ‘ - :
NEN SN SN TR e ST A ™ i

Rl
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Hage 16,

YOUNGSTOWN VINDICATOR
Youngs town, Ohio °

Date: 6/11/68

Edition:

Author:

Editor:WM. BROWN ’ _Mgr.’

Title:

Character:

or
Classification:

Submitting Office:

D Being Investigated

“



Tra

L/ﬁ\
F . \ v 5-22-64)

——

FBI
Date: 6/17/68

nsmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

' .(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365)

FROM ;.
’ @URKI
Re Milwaukee teletype to Bureau, 6/15/68 and Charlotte
teletype 6/16/68.

The following investigation was conducted by SA
BOIS D. CROCKER in Caldwell Co., N. C,, under pretext ROBERT
FRANKLIN SANDERS being sought by FBI for questioning in
car theft and suspect in cashing of numerous wbrthless checks
in connection with Charlotte file 26-39873.

On 6/16/68 SAMUEL JERRY SANDERS, Route 1, Box 111,
(Cottrell Hill Rd,), Lenoir, N, C., Telephone 758-2100,
advised he had just returned from 2 weeks National Guard duty
at Ft. Bragg, N. C,, on that date. During the two weeks of
guard duty his wife resided with his brother's wife, Mrs. BILL
SANDERS, in Lemonir. His 19 year old brother, JACOB DOUGLAS
SANDERS resides in the homewith him and would have been at home
at this telephone number at nights only. He denied receiving
any telephone calls from his brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS
or anyone else and especially calls from the State of Wisconsin.

On 6/16/68 JACOB DOUGLAS SANDERS, Route 1, Box 111,
Lenoir, N, C., advised he resided with his brother but did not
receive. any telephone calls from Wisconsin during the previous
week and he has had no recent contact with hig,brother, ROBERT.

- Bureau REC 11 & 4 / (=) —] é'
- Me (4441987) /// yjf C{ /// 62
3o Milvadkee g‘ 41-1365 ® JUN 19 1968 |
3 - Charlotte - -1
“al 263087 3EX-115
BDC:egp ‘ I —-)~ —k 1 oS v ¥
JERR ¢ 03tk 2t
- | o
% Sy -,v;: J:‘..-_:;,V‘J'V A
\D‘\ ' ’.. i ”\l it
79 JUL v 1968 -
i > 2 1388
Approved: A Sent M Per N
pocial Agent in Charge
N
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FD-36 ev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

'—-—.I—_—.————_———_—-———

CE 44-1365

On 6/17/68 PAUL ELLISON SANDERS, 109 Radcliff Rd.,
Lenoir, N.C.,, Telephone 754-4930, advised he does not accept
any collect telephone calls from his brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN
SANDERS, and the last time he talked with his brother, ROBERT,
was about 2 or perhaps 3 weeks ago when ROBERT called him at
approximately 4 or 5 A M, desiring to know if PAUL had heard
from ROBERT's wife and family. This was the last contact he
has had with ROBERT and stated he defimitely did not receive
any long distance telephone calls during the week of 6/9-16/68
from ROBERT or anyone else from the State of Wisconsin. He
stated he worked several nights until aroumd 11 P.M, and on
Friday night, 6/14/68, visited his father, IVEY SANDERS of
Lenoir. PAUL SANDERS pointed out it was possible his wife may
have received a call from his brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS
from Wiscomsin.

Subsequently on 6/17/68 PAUL SANDERS advised that he
had discussed this matter with his wife and she stated she did
not receive any long distance telephone calls during the week
of 6/9-16/68. She stated ROBERT SANDERS had called PAUL's home
on Sunday evening either 6/2/68 or 6/9/68 from an unknown
location and this was the last contact she had had with ROBERT
SANDERS. She definitely received no calls from Wisconsin to
her knowledge during the week of 6/9—16/68

On 6/17/68 EARL HALL Halls$s Used Cars, Lenoir, N, C.,
Telephone 758-2908, advised thtt he usually closes his used
¢ar lot at approxinately 6 P,M, and at the latest 6/30 P.M,
He stated ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS was unknown to him to the
best of his recollection. He stated he did not receivecany
long distance telephone calls during the week of 6/9-16/68
and especially from amyone in the State of Wisconsin.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!
|

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge '
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~oﬁ 6717766 SAMUEL’ JERRY SANDERS wtis racuntacted:and
ad%r:lheﬂ ‘he" hdd*8fachssed” this Ratterswikth "hib wife:and:yeungest

brother, JACOR. DOUGLAS. SANDERS and they botb adv%ged him they

had. not xeceived .oy telsphone calls, from R DER:

or;anyene. else from,the State of Wisconsin, Juzing, thgrﬁeéﬁ of .

6/9-16/68. _ ‘ ’
Creroaw Len e dndior ted thet g2l mepbevs of |

m thc«winfouutm of the: Burean:andvall offices,. B

" JERKY' %nimm? ;:h :L:t‘eﬁi&b: at demyth:end:at«no:

? ;gyga ahy animosity téwatd ilhoRity’ roups”bE: thec
" g;’o:mgrnmgmi: ’ﬁn‘ﬁ( ipajc igi ‘i-up w*%@%&%ﬁp rx‘rﬁ

4 m“t(‘

R atle o - RS 3 o 0 b s
isals. They heth, advised, their fpther.k IVEY. SANDERS, bad.
tried to help: their oldest brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN:SANDERS,
for a number of years but finally gave up., They stated there
vere 13 members of the immediate family and on numerous occasions|
had sent |} RT money to pay fines or lawyer's fees when
actuafly”t & money was needed to buy food and clothing for other
members of the. »gap,;‘ly.% Both hrothers also indicated they and
other members of the fan.tly had helped ROBERT On numerous
occasions but foxr- the past. sewennl seans have refneed. to.asal
vy financial aid and wo' longer actept: any: aokleat: telephone
18 from him.| PHey Both stated they had unlisted telephane
s ¥ PO this’ Pédsbii' i’ order ts 'prévent any unnecessary
calls from ROBERT or any of h:.s associatgl to their homes. They
stated .that BOBERT ﬁm traveled; extensivel; over ‘tHd vy &7 and it
the family never knew where he was or when he Would next appear
in caldwell Co., N. C., PAUL indicated that he could not place
any confidence in any information that ROBERT gave him and he
might tell you he was gokng to Calif. when actually he would be
going to the next county.

Hee Lin

ROBERT SANDERS' brothersg indicated that they knew
EARL HALL as a used car dealer oniy and have no personal
association with him. RUBY ANDERSON is unknown to thembbut

Approved: —=o - oo o o St oo oM Per.
' Specidl Aderit in Charge
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|
|
I
FBI :
|
Date: |
|
“Transmit the following in |
(Type in plaintext or code) ) :
Via ‘ J
(Priority) |
—____CE 44-1365 _ ____________ __ _ _ o ___ L __

they have a first cousim by the name of RUBY CRUMP who has
been marrédd several times and whose whereabouts are unknown.

They advised they did not lie as to ROBERT's whereabouts
and if he were respomsible for the theft of a car or passing
bad checks or any other crime, he should be caught and punished.

Investigation in Lenoir indicated that all members of
IVEY SANDERS' family are law-abiding citizens with the exception
of ROBERT FRANKLIN and they are a workimg class people with
good reputations. There is no indication that SANDERS are
engaged in any klam activities. EARL HALL operated a used car
business in Lenoir for a mumber.éf years but sold out but
just recently re-established this business. He has the
reputation of being a shrewd car dealer not known to engage
in any illegal activities.

LEADS:
MILWAUKEE -
AT RACINE, WISCONSIN

v 1. Re-interview MARIKA FOXIE, Wisconsin Telephone
Nompany, bearing im méne above information and the fact
ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS is the suspect in a car theft and inm
the cashing of numerous worthless checks.

2., Attempt to obtain toll tickets concerning telephone
calls set forth in referenced Milwaukee teletype.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI
Date: 6/17/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (u4-38861)
FROM: SAC, SAN DIE@O iuu-387

44-394

2 - Los Angeles (
2 -f‘:lieh:?;d Ene.2

2) '
~ ‘Seatt - AS/al,
f Seattl® (Ene.2) %[,-;w/éf
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TE A LY = 5

LD KENSALT

7 003 lLos Angeles

' letterhead memorandum captioned GEORGE ROBERT LETS INGEY"
appropriate dissemination.

fo

Enclosed for each office repg#i

this cemmunication are two copies each of the same leXt¥rh

»emo., - M

. \i\n §
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2-:::;;:3 Enc )/:w” [ te 2
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Enclosed for the Bureau are seven copies of ay
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to San Diego, California

File No.

June 17, 1968

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

On June 11, 1968, Mr. JOSEPH FORROR, Assistant
Postmaster, Main Post Office, San Diego, California, advised
as follows:

Found on the incoming mail belt was a piece of
paper not in an envelope written in green ink which was
addressed to "Post Office Post Master". This note reads

as follows:

"If the F.B.I. wonts Ray,s buddy go to

124 Broadway Metropole Hotel Room 117. He
may be under the name (Geore Letsinger or
George Anderson. He knows about Kennedy and
also King,s death,s. He may have part in
Kings death. I know he was in Tenn. before
and after King was kllled. I know Iletsinger
is wonted in Seattle. Also in Big Stone Gap,
Virginia, by the F.B.I."

On June 12, 1968, information was received from the
Seattle Division, Pederal Bureau of Investigation, that one
[:jQBiE ROBERT LETSINGER, FBI Number 584 742 P, born

at Macomb, Missouri, was arrested at Jacksonville,
orida, on April 11, 1968, charged with grand larceny having
stolen $550 to $60pfrom a restaurant in Seattle, Washington,

for which he was employed.

LETSINGER was returned to Seattle, Washington, and
on the basis of the charge against him, received a three-year
deferred sentence, slix months in the county jail and ordered
to make restitution.

LETSINGER appealed this sentence and was placed on
bond, however, departed the State of Washington and a bench
warrant was subsequently issued by the Superior Court, Seattle,
Washington.

-~ {ih «

FicLoSUBR )
Yoy S5 s Lo
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Information was also furnished that authorities
at Seattle, Washington, desired his apprehension and would
extradite LETSINGER to Seattle, Washington. Based on this
information, the San Diego Police Department arrested
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER at Room 117, Metropole Hotel,

124 Broadway, San Diego, California, on June 12, 1968.
At time of arrest, LETSINGER admitted his identity and
the fact that he knew he was wanted by the State of
Washington.

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER was interviewed by Agents
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at San Diego,
Califorrda, on June 13, 1968, at which time he advised as
follows:

LETSINGER advised that in 1963 he went to England
and vislited the Russian Embassy, Grovesner Square, London,
England, for the purpose of renouncing his United States
citizenship.

He was arrested while in England by New Scotland
Yard, based upon a check which he had deposited in a bank
prior to hls departure to England and later determlned it
was a fraudulent check.

LETSINGER was asked why he desired to renounce
his citizenship, to which he replied the country is no longer
a country for the white people and is eventually being taken
over by the "niggers."

LETSINGER exhibited a strong anti-Negro sentiment
and stated that at one time he had been a member of a clan-
type organization at Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

LETSINGER wag questioned as to his assoclation with
JAMES EARL RAY and whether he had any knowledge concerning the
assassinations of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Senator ROBERT ¥.
KENNEDY and President JOHN F. KENNEDY. LETSINGER merely
replied "I do not wish to talk about these subjects."

LETSINGER did say, however, that i1f Senator TED
KENNEDY and Vice President HUBERT H. HUMPHREY continue to
seek the Presldency of the United States, they will be
assassinated. LETSINGER did not desire to elaborate
regarding this information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

LETSINGER admitted previous mental history,
having been confined during 1961 for a short period of
time at St. John's Hospital, Springfield, Missourl.

Handprinting was
was compared with the note
San Diego, California, and
these, LETSINGER was asked
note himself.

He categorically

The following is a description and background
concerning LETSINGER as obtained @uring interview:

Name
Alilas
Race
Sex
Born

Helght
welight
Hair

Eyes
Complexion
Tattoo

Mother
Father
Sister

Marital Status
Education

obtalined from LETSINGER and
received by the U. S. Post Office,
because of a close resemblance of
if he, in fact, had written the

denied having written this nofgéy/

%éfjwﬂ_
e “ /
GEORGE "LETSINGER ¢
Georgg”AAnderson U’ﬁ 2
Whige <
////, b—ﬁ
: L Y
‘Macomb, uri -
515" o
165 1bs. N
Brown P
Brown L
Fair

"Gladys" "1900", both on
right shoulder.

ETTA LEE LETSINGER nee Collett,
Ava, Missouri

GEORGE WILBUR LETSINGER,
deceased

Mrs. TROY STAMPER

Route 1

Ava, Missouril

Single

High school, third year

On June 14, 1968, Sergeant JOHN KENNEDY, Fugitive
Detail, San Diego Police Department, San Diego, California,
advised that he had just received word from the Seattle,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Washington, authoritles that they declded they did not
want to extradite the subject to Seattle, Washington,
however, the warrant for his arrest 1s still outstanding
and should he return to the State of Washington, would be
arrested on this warrant.

This documént contains nelther recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

- 4
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to San Diego, California

File No.

June 17, 1968

‘GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

‘ Oon June 11, 1968, Mr. JOSEPH FORROR, Assistant
Postmaster, Main Post Office, San Diego, California, advised
as follows: _

Found on the incoming mail belt was a piece of
paper not in an envelope written in green ink which was
addressed to "Post Office Post Master". This note reads

as follows:

" "If the F.B.I. wonts Ray,s buddy go to

- 124 Broadway Metropole Hotel Room 117. He
may be under the name Geore Letsinger or
George Anderson. He knows about Kennedy and
also King,s death,s. He may have part in
Kings death. I know he was in Tenn. before
and after King was killed. I know Ietsinger
is wonted in Seattle. Also in Blg Stone Gap,
virginia, by the F.B.I."

On June 12, 1968, information was received from the
Seattle Divislion, Federal Bureau of Investigation, that one
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER, FBI Number 584 742 F, born
at Macomb, Missourl, was arrested at Jacksonvi 3
Florida, on April 11, 1968, charged with grand larceny having
stolen $550 to $600from a restaurant in Seattle, Washington,

for which he was employed.

LETSINGER was returned to Seattle, Washington, and
on the basls of the charge against him, received a three-year

-~ deferred sentence, six months in the county jail and ordered

to make restitution.

LETBINGER appealed this sentence and was placed on

bond, however, departed the State of Washington and a bench

warrant was subsequently issued by-the Superior Court, Seattle,
Washington. )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Information was also furnished that authorities
at Seattle, Washington, desired his apprehension and would
extradite LETSINGER to Seattle, Washington. Based on this
information, the San Diego Police Department arrested
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER at Room 117, Metropole Hotel,

124 Broadway, San Diego, California, on June 12, 1968.
At time of arrest, LETSINGER admitted his identity and
the fact that he khew he was wanted by the State of
-Washington.

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER was interviewed by Agents
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at San Diego,
Califorra, on June 13, 1968, at which time he advised as
follows:

LETSINGER advised that in 1963 he went to England
and visited the Russian Embassy, Grovesner Square, London,
England, for the purpose of renouncing his United States
citizenship.

He was arrested while in England by New Scotland
Yard, based upon & check which he had deposited in a bank
prior to his departure to England and later determined it
was a fraudulent check.

_ LETSINGER was asked why he desired to renounce

his citizenship, to which he replied the country is no longer
a country for the white people and is eventually being taken
over by the "niggers." .

LETSINGER exhlbited a strong anti-Negro sentiment
and stated that at one time he had been a member of a clan-
type organization at Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

LETSINGER was questioned as to his association with
JAMES EARL RAY and whether he had any knowledge concerning the.
assasslnations of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Senator ROBERT FE.
KENNEDY and President JOHN F. KENNEDY. LETSINGER merely
replied "I do not wish to talk about these subjects."

LETSINGER did say, however, that if Senator TED
KENNEDY and Vice President HUBERT H. HUMPHREY continue to
seek the Presidency of the United States, they will be
assassinated. LETSINGER did not desire to elaborate
regarding this information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

LETSINGER admitted previous mental history,
having been confined during 1961 for a short period of
time at St. John's Hospital, Springfield, Missourl.

Handprinting was obtained from LETSINGER and
was compared with the note received by the U. S. Post Office,
San Diego, California, and because of a close resemblance of
these, LETSINGER was asked if he, in fact, had written th
note himself. ‘ v

He categorically denied having written this note.

The following is a deseription and background
concerning LETSINGER -as obtained during interview:

. Name » .GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER ©

Alias George Anderson
Race ’ White =
Sex Male ‘ : =
Born ‘ | , at : i

‘ Macomb, Missouri ‘ -
Helght 5'5%" :
Weight 165 1bs.
Hair : Brown s
Eyes : Brown L3
Complexion ' Fair
Tattoo ‘ - "Gladys" "1900", bvoth on

‘ right shoulder.
Mother ETTA LEE LETSINGER nee Collett, =
, Ava, Missouri
Father ‘ GEORGE WILBUR LETSINGER,
deceased
Sister Mrs. TROY STAMPER
- Route 1 ‘
Ava, Missouri
Marital Status Single
" Education High school, third year

On June 14, 1968, Sergeant JOHN KENNEDY, Fugitive
Detail, San Diego Police Department, San Diego, California,
advised that he had just received word from the Seattle,

-3 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Washington, authorities that they decided they did not
want to extradite the subject to Seattle, Washington,
however, the warrant for his arrest is still outstanding
and should he return to the State of Washington, would be
arrested on this warrant.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your 'agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

- 4% -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- In Reply, Please Refer to ' San Diego, California

File No.

1 : June 17, 1968

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Oon June 11, 1968, Mr. JOSEPH FORROR, Assistant
Postmaster, Main Post Office, San Diego, California, advised
as follows:

Found on the incoming mail belt was a piece of
paper not in an envelope written in green ink which was
addressed to "Post Office Post Master". This note reads

as follows:

" "If the F,B.I. wonts Ray,s buddy go to

124 Broadway Metropole Hotel Room 117. He
may be under the name Geore Letsinger or 3
George Anderson. He knows about Kennedy and . iR
also King,s death,s. He may have part in -
Kings death. I know he was in Tenn. before |
and after King was killed., I know Ietsinger ‘ .
1s wonted in Seattle. Also in Big Stone Gap, s
Virginia, by the F.B.I." B

On June 12, 1968, information was received from the
Seattle Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, that one

E ROBERT LETSINGER, FBI Number 584 742 F, born .
at Macomb, Missouri, was arrested at Jacksonville, ’

Florida, on April 11, 1968, charged with grand larceny having

stolen $550 to $600from a restaurant in Seattle, Washington,

for which he was employed.

LETSINGER was returned to Seattle, Washington, and
on the basis of the charge against him, received a three-year
deferred sentence, six months in the county jail and ordered
to make restitution. '

LETSINGER appealed this sentence and was placed on
bond, however, departed the State of Washington and a bench
warrant was subsequently issued by the Superior Court, Seattle,
Washington.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Information was also furnished that authorities
at Seattle, Washington, desired his apprehension and would
extradite LETSINGER to Seattle, Washington. Based on this
information, the San Diego Police Department arrested -
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER at Room 117, Metropole Hotel,

124 Broadway, San Diego, California, on June 12, 1968.
At time of arrest, LETSINGER admitted his identity and
the fact that he khew he was wanted by the State of
-Washington.

' GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER was interviewed by Agents
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at San Diego,
Califorda, on June 13, 1968, at which time he advised as
follows:

LETSINGER advised that in 1963 he went to England
and visited the Russian Embassy, Grovesner Square, London,
England, for the purpose of renouncing his United States
citizenship. ‘

He was arrested while in England by New Scotland L .
Yard, based upon a check which he had deposited in a bank : o
prior to his departure to England and later determined it '
was a fraudulent check.

BT

LETSINGER was asked why he desired to renounce
his citizenship, to which he replied the country is no longer
a country for the white people and is eventually being taken
over by the "niggers." v -

LETSINGER exhibited a strong anti-Negro sentiment
and stated that at one time he had been a member of a clan-
type organization at Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

LETSINGER was questioned as to his association with
JAMES EARL RAY and whether he had any knowledge concerning the
assassinations of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Senator ROBERT F.
KENNEDY and President JOHN F. KENNEDY. LETSINGER merely
replied "I do not wish to talk about these subjects.”

LETSINGER did say, however, that if Senator TED
KENNEDY and Vice President HUBERT H, HUMPHREY continue to
seek the Presidency of the United States, they will be
assassinated. LETSINGER did not desire to elaborate
regarding this information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

LETSINGER admitted previous mental history,
having been confined during 1961 for a short period of
time at St. John's Hospital, Springfield, Missouri.

Handprinting was
was compared with the note
San Diego, California, and
these, LETSINGER was asked
noté himself.

He categorically
The following is

obtained from LETSINGER and
received by the U, &. Post Office,
because of a close resemblance of
if he, in fact, had written the

denied having written this note.

a description and background

concerning LETSINGER as obtained during interview:

. Name
Alias
Race
sSex
Born

Height
Veight

© Hair
Eyes ,
Complexion
Tattoo

Mother
Father
Sister

Marital Status
" Education

On June 14, 1968,

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER
George Anderson

White

Male

| | at

facomb, Missouri

5¢53"

165 1lbs.

Brown

Brown

Fair

"Gladys" "1900", botn on
right shoulder.

ETTA LEE LETSINGER nee Collett,
Ava, Missouri

GEORGE WILBUR LETSINGER,
deceased

Mrs. TROY STAMPER

Route 1

Ava, Missouril
Single

High school,

third year’

Sergeant JOHN KENNEDY, Fugitive

Detail, San Diego Police Department, San Diego, California,
advised that he had just received word from the Seattle,

-3 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Washington, authoritles that they decided they did not
want to extradite the subject to Seattle, Washington,
however, the warrant for his arrest 1s still outstanding
and should he return to the State of Washington, would be
arrested on this warrant.

This doclument contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and 1is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

- b* .
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SUBJEGI: James Earl Ray, Subject; - /
S i G |

Ma@n Luther King, Jr., Victim.,

e
T

Comspiracy
_ CIVIL RIGHTS

3 ——
N R "3 L - 2 S
% 5 W . . o
: o Py . ', Ro8q
| - WO

2

= In connection with your investigation of this ma.tte T

k

mse continue to follow all leads to develop the facts ﬁ ,i,“;;T;o?z‘“'”
with respect to the possible federal violation on an e Miss Holmes_.

expedited basis.

o

Please report by telephone 1mmed1ate1y all infoyima -=*
on you obtain pertinent to this investigation ¢t Stephen il
ollak, Assistant Attorney General,; Civil mghts Division, |
nd confirm such informatian as soon as possible by written
memorandum or by cepies of teletypes or other communicatiogp
ou receive, Please send copies to me, the Deputy Att@ey
Eene ral and Assistant Attorney General Vinson,

2 I2HCE

"kl
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g Rev:5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 6/19/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

(Priority)

70: DIRECTOR, FBI (lm-38861)
FROM: ,SAc, 103 _ANGELES (44-1574)

SUBJECW

é Rebudirtel 6/14 /68,

EDGAR DOWNING, Del Mar Hotel, 257 East Ocean
Boulevard, Logg Beach, California was contacted by SA
JOSEPH R, CONLON on 6/18/68.

His letter to the Bureau was acknowledged and
gratitude expressed for his cooperation,

DOWNING advised that about four days after killing
in instant matter, he was sitting in lobby of Del Mar Hotel
when a white male about 30 years, 5'10", 160 pounds, slender
build and brown hair, appeared, and BOWNING overheard inquiry
of clerk by this individual concerning whether a certain
young lady was registered there., Clerk, TRUE HAROLD, advised
this individual that the girl in question had checked out
after which HAROLD gave this individual his luggage which
had been stored &b the hotel and he registered as a guest.
DOWNING said he felt this indicated that the individual had
been a guest in the hotel previously.

DOWNING indicated that later, he saw one of several
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, which he feﬂg g?ewhat resem-
bled the individual who appeared ﬁ"k thei B0 }ﬁ the Del Mar
Hotel. He reported this incident " to theQLbng Beach Resldent
Agency and understood that subsequently, agents gad made
inquiry at the hotel.

s‘ 325
3 = Bureau ST 117.FRFD-16 fé_ - Z {Kt/ %4

1 « Memphis (441987 WAL 2
2 - Los Angeges ) gcnuﬂﬁg ‘3UN 21 1968

ai:,‘

7

\‘\)

KRC/gJa —'ﬁ-— C ——
{6) —ﬁﬁﬁ i
c. g‘ \S »

Approved: Sent

79 JUL 1"‘ 1 al Agent in Charge
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Mr. Tolson..

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVI « ]
U, S. DEPARTMENT tlw ,‘3;;,“:;"’“ , . f::.' f:ﬁlﬁao
COMMUNICATION SECTIO) Mz, Bisnop " |
JUN191968 /9, . oper—1,
R . Mr.

Mr, Fel
Mr. Gal
Mr, Rosen
Mr. Sullivafl____
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Trotter .
Tele. Room .,
Migs Holmes.
Miss Gandy.....

.

™is mm: sac, wewpnLS, CONTACTED BY JOHS J. CLARK AND
o JONN W, U.S. BUREAU OF farsons. “INFORMATION SUBMITTED
IN PREVIOUS WEMPHIS TELETYPE RE couucr VITH CLARK..
CLARK THIS DATE ADVISED JOMN BROVN 1S VITHK BUREAU OF
PRISONS AWD HAS BEEN ASSIGNED AT FEDERAL PRISON, NARION, ILLINOIS.
BROVN' WILL BE ACTING IN LIAISON CAPACITY AND FURNISHING ASSISTANCE
70 SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., SO WNO WILL BEAR RESPONSIBILITY OF

SUBJECT RAY IN IlSTﬁ!T CASE.
CLlB* ADVISED HE HAD RAD MEETINGS WITH REPRESEHTATIVES OF SO,

ST&?E ATTORNEY GENERAL CANALE, AND INTERESTED LOCAL JUDGES IN

C@Iﬁ!BIIBﬂ VITH HANDLING OF PRISONER, CLARX SAID ME HAD SUBMITTED

VARIGBS ﬁEﬁﬁﬂﬁ!ﬂEAYIoﬁs BASED ol STAlBﬁRbS OF BUREAU OF PRISONS IN
ﬂA!BLYﬁB PRISOHERS oF PRBﬂIiEDCE- HE I!ETCATEB AMONG IIEHS @1SCUSSED

VERE THE HASDLING oF voltmmgry il HAT ’BR’W}P é";lg"“cg 45 74

- WOULD" mnxm.v azcnvtﬁn /’vgcv O8S OF VISITORS 10
'AND OTHER utscuuumus P ’ mis ryee. ST 117 o5 JUN 25 1968

END PAGE OBE 1&%&’_"53’??“9 S’lﬂ%—w

79 JuL fﬁ% -------------

[I» )

SEE BUFILE 62 11729
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PAGE TWO
ME STATED HE WAD WADE CERTATN SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING
SECURITY AT THE SHELBY COUNTY, -
) CLARK ADVISED THAT THE MATTERS VNICH HE HAD SUBMITTED IN
. mE rorm: OF ‘SUGGESTIONS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES MAD BEEN DISCUSSED
“-nr.;nmwzm,us,ma,vm;sme 1IN VASKINGTOW, D.C. DURING COURSE OF
| CONVERSATION, CLARK STATED ARG VINSGN MAD _TOLD HIM THAT 1T
. APPEARED “THAT ‘THE. tam.msz ANY POSSIBLE ACTION MIGHT BE TAKEN

.- INSOFAR AS EXTRADITION OF RAY FROM ERELAND WOULD BE ON OR ABOUT JULY

_ THIRTEEN; ‘BEXT. CLARX STATED HE mwem AAG vzusea 'MIGHT BE
'wmrsnc IN REGARD TG THIS DATE.

| m.m ALSO STATED THAT EVALUATION OF. ?zssousm AT SHELBY
CONNTY SO ISDICATED THAT IT WIGHT BE ADVISABLE FOR ADDITIONAL
- 'PERSONNEL-TYPE ISVESTIGATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED RE DUPUTIES WHO
PIGHT SE ENTRUSTED TO CARE AND PROTECTION oF. PRISONER RAY. KE

‘ :ﬁB‘E Tmiﬂ”lﬂl !M’IR’I AS re P‘GSS!BIL!TY oF ?BI CBIWC!IIG :

(SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS OF THIS TYPE. CLARK WAS TOLD BY SAC THAT
11%9%%110:5 OF THIS TYPE VERE NOT CONDUCTED BY FEI. IT VAS
ED T0 'CLARK THAT SINCE PRIME RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROTECTION

© oF IS "’W@; ER RESTED WITH SO AND THAT THE STATE AG WOULD ALSO KAVE
eREAT rmi:s’t w cvssmmmr&xsgnm, COMSIDERATION MIGNT BE

END PAGE TWO

g
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PAGE TRREE
fﬂIVE!‘TB ‘HAVE STtIE !TIGR!EY GE!ERAL'S BFFIOE GOIBECT PERTINENT
'PERSG!HEL IlVE&TIG&T!@IS FER S0, '
N TBIS Gﬂﬂﬂ!ﬁ&!ﬁﬁ, 1T ﬁIGRT BE WOTED THERE ARE TWO
N&TIEN&L AEﬁBﬁEﬁ‘QﬁﬁBﬁkTES ASSIQQEQ Te STﬁT! ATTQR!EY GENERAL'S
'ﬂFFICEy J@ﬁl LEVT&’@A!LISLE Eﬁb Eﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ L.,HWXCBIRGSGH, JR..

e umnsﬁaus. g

ELﬁ!! KLS@ STQfEQ TH*?‘IU KIS ﬁiﬂ&ﬂSﬁIGl WIT& AAG VINSON,

: VINSON TOLD NIN THAT HE WAD SEEW TNE SUBJECT IN THE CELL IN THE
| BRITISH PRISON WKERE WE 1S° MELD. TNE CELL WAS DESCRIBED S

- BEINE X f’utax AND THE BED cassxsm OF BEDDING STRETCHED OVER
A ama m SERVED AS THE BED IN THIS PARTICHLAR CELL. os’smu.
”;snam rm A xmxrnm smoamm 1T SAFISFIED THE rmsom
FROM ‘mn' smmmrr or munm VATER AND HIS USE IN CONNECTION
UiTﬁ ﬁﬂBILY fElGTIGﬁS. GLARK ST&TED THAT AAG VIﬂSBK ALSO TOLD
MIN THERE VERE TWO ceusmsws IN THE CELL VITH RAY AT ALL TIMES.

oy rwx mazz

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR
HE ALSO ‘SAID THAT mwsa nmusn LAY, m:rm'mv A PRISONER MUST
HAVE TVO HOURS ‘oF mmxsx ON A DATLY BASIS. DURING THE EXERCISE
_PERIOD OF RAY, “CLARK: lms ma THE EXERCISE mm 1S CLEARED OF ALL
: PERSONNEL AND THE amnsn :mmomnzs DO HAVE sv:cunnv DOGS ON
‘i MAND IN THE EVERT OF ANY Psam.ms Anxsm. |
NO OTHER PERTINENT ACTIVITY THIS DATE.
 ARMED AND nmmﬂs, P. ‘ |
XD
eFH
FBI VASH DC,
. .
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