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by private nurses o I brought a specialist from New 
York to see him recentlys a Dro Donald Louria; he 
told me frankly that my husband's destruction of 
mind and body had led to hie present dying condi­
tiono If I knew who the thugs were l"d kill them 9 

myself' s · so that some ·1 rule i of Earl Warren·~ would 
not set them free again to murder over and overo 

0 N,Bo By the way$ the Internal Revenue Service Center 
at Andover 9 Masso;; has been opening letters addressed 
tc me from al.j_ over the country 9 and then stamping 
the envelope~ :, Opened by mistake,, ' I thought they 
were genulne umistake~:J 1 a.nd threw away_all letters 
but one'"' and you may see it if you w.isho For 
lnstance.9 how cou:ld a letter addressed to me by 
a ran from Syracuse.9 NoY .,~ find its way to Andover$ 
Masso''! 'T'ha.t was the one I kept o I can 11 t ima.gine 
what the rasca.u3, are up tos 'but I have long had 
rea.son to suspect them 9 as files in your' office 
wi11 show o q

1 

Gn June 4s 1968 9 a. telephone call was made to M:iss 
CALDWE:"; by a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation, :'.'eque:sttng an interview wi.th her for any addi­
tional det£L11:s she might be able to furnish tn connection 
with the contents of the above lettero 
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Miss c:trr:,DWELL stated she is extremely busy and 
upset 9 that her husband is at the brink o.f death in the 
hosp:1tal 9 that she is ln the midst or preparing two 
speeches f'or delivery in California later this month:J 
and that she would have no t:lme for a personal inter= 
view for at least two weeks or0 perhaps longero She 
stated a.l.1 the facts known to her are set forth in her 
lettero She polnted out that under no circumstances 
would she dtsc;:iose the :identity of the, friend who had 
supplied her with the information set forth in the 
lettero She said she no longer has any of his letters 
because in keeping w.ith a promlse made to him 9 she burns 
them immediat(•ly after read:ing themo 

When asked for the name of the New York lawyer 
she mentions in the second paragraph of her letter,, Miss 
CALDWELL .replied that this lawyer's name is WILLIAM 
KUNSTLER,, adding she had previously advised the Federal 
Bureau of Inve;stigation that KUNS'TLER in her opinion 
is a Communist o 

Miss- CALDWELL was t;hen aoSked if she could 
furnish any data on the source of her information which 
would aid in evaluating the reliability of this sourceo 
She then replied she has never met this source 9 but that 
he ls a per0son who started writing to her about f:ive 
years ago af'ter reading one of her bookso He has 



JAMES EARL RAY 9 Also known 
as Eric Starvo Galt 

ASSASSINll1rION OF REV. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING9 J'Ro 9 MEMPHIS 9 
TENNESSEE 9 April il,i) 1968 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTSt Alleged Plot 
In New York City9 New York, to 
Harm or Kill a Prominent 
Negro Woman 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN 
FITZGERALD KENNEDY 9 DALLAS 9 TEXAS 9 
November 22 9 1963 

POOR PEOPLE ~s CAMPAIGN 

described himself in his letters as a Negro businessman 
who owns a business in Harlemo He has written to Miss 
CALDWELL from four or five different addresses 9 which 

me states indicates to her that he has had to move 
around for fear of his life. She has written back 
to him on several occasions 9 and two or three of her 
letters were returned to her marked ''Unknown at this 
address 9 a, but most of her letters were deliveredo On 
several occasions when she knew she was going to be in 
New York City 9 she wrote to her friend requesting that 
he come to see her at her hotel 9 but he never came .. She 
recalled that one address he had given her was somewhere 
on West 114th Streeto 

Miss CALDvrELL added she believes her friend 
is a member of the John Birch Society9 because he has 
made reference frequently to articles she has written 
for the publicat:lon of this society entitled i

1American 
Opinion .. 11 She added that when th:is man first started 
writing to her, the letters were merely friendly and 
pleasant, expressing admiration of her writing and 
dealing with general political observations of World 
War I and World War II .. However 9 commencing 1n the 
Fall of 1967 9 he began writing about his knowledge of 
the assassination plot of a prominent Negro 1eader9 

ultimately designated as Revo MARTIN LUTHER KING.? JRo 
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She said her first reaction was that his statementE" along 
this line sounded 11kookyn so she ignored them 9 except for 
the fact that in a newspaper article she wrote in October9 

1967 9 which was not published until February9 19689 and 
in which she made a predication of major events to 
occur 1n 1968.9 she did predict the assassination of a 
prominent Negro leader9 being influenced in this predication 
by what her friend had written to hero 

Miss CALDWELL was then asked whether she would 
suggest to her friend that he contact the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in New York Cityo She replied she knows 
he would not do so 9 because he had written to her in the 
past that about four years ago he had contacted the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to furnish information 
that nan FBI u:nder=cover agent in an organization 11 was 
under suspiciono However9 according to the friend 9 the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted more and more 
information 9 so he broke off contact with the Federal 
Bureau of I:nvest:igationo The friend also claimed that 
shortly after contacting the Federal Bureau of' Investi~ 
gation 9 he had begun to receive anonymous threatening 
letters 9 maki.ng him reaiize that his contacts with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation had been observedo Miss 
CALDWELL stated that based on the letters received from 
her friend 9 she believes him to be a very intelligent 
man 9 but who is now completely terrified by the plot of 
which he is aware and also apparently by the fear that 
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he himself is under suspicion 9 as indicated by a comment 
in one of his letters that he was not even invited to 
uResurrection Clty 11 and cannot understand why., unless 
it is because he is no longer trustedo 

Miss CALDWELL stated at one point in the 
conversation that she had Just received another letter 
from her friend uyesterdayf)u but when questioned about 
the contents 9 completely ignored the questions and 
then reverted to a statement that the last letter from 
her friend arrived a few days before her own letter 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Miss CAL!>WELL then proceeded to state that 
because or her husband :is confinement~ everything at 
her residence is in a state of chaos and that she is 
nsimply going out of :rr.y mindo O She sa.1d that pre­
vlously her husband had ta.ken care of all her business 
affa:irs.,, that \3he is killing herself going back and 
forth to the hospital!) that she has had to give up 
her whole career to take care of her husband/) and that 
"all this is too much for meoa She said she herself 
is under constant medical care and does not know why 
she has 11to put up with a.11 of this mess a '' 
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M:Lss CALDWELL continued by stating her husband 1 s 
~ ::•l ti cal condit1on and the re;gultant 1imessing up n of her 
own life is: a11 the fault of '"Warren of the Supreme Court 
who let all those criminals loose 9

11 and made it possible 
for them to viciously attack her huslbiand and rob their 
hcuseo 

In this connection 9 it is noted that according 
to articles which appeared in the local press 9 two armed 
men had brc?1,;;en into Miss CALDWELL 0s residence on March 20 9 
1967 when she 9 her husba:nd 3 and their housekeeper were 
all present 9 had demanded jewelry 9 and beaten and attempted 
to smother M:iss. LDWE.lL9 but then had. fled empty-handedo 

On March 279 1967 3 M.:is8 CALDWELL had written 
a letter to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in which 
:she related the c:ircu.rr:fJ;tances of the above break=in 9 

and in which she stated that the man who had se:i.zed 
her husband at the time of the break>:in had forced 
him down on the ::rtairs with a gun at his back.9 but 
"made no effort to other!IIY:ise hurt :m. y husband o n Miss 
CALDWELL in the letter sa:id she believed the objective 
of the brea.k=i.n had not been robbery 9 but an attempt 
to ki11 her because of her ant:i.=Communist activitya 

Thi.s document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI o It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency 9 :i.t and its contents 
are not to be distr:ibuted outside your agency o • 
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On June 4, 1968, there was received at the 
Buffalo, New York Office of the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation, a letter, dated May 31, 1968 from TAYLOR 
CALDWELL, 34 Audley End, Buffalo (26), New York, the 
contents of which will be set forth below. 

TAYLOR CALDWELL is a world famous novelist, 
whose true name is Mrs. JANETT. c. REBACK. She is 
referred to from time to time in news articles as an 
outspoken foe of Communism. She is known as and admits 
to be an inveterate letter writer. She has frequently 
engaged in literary battles with persons who opposed 
her private and public statementso Close associates 
have described her imagination as vivid, and many of 
her statements as tending toward exaggerationo 

On one occasion, Miss CALDWELL wrote an 
article which appeared in the October, 1960, iss~e 
of "The American Mercury," in which she alleged that 
an unnamed, American-born distinguished professor, 
in one of the large universities, was a Communist. 
When an attempt was made by a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to arrange an interview 
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with Miss C:,ALDWELL concernlng this story 9 her husband» MARCUS 
REBACK 9 a former official of the United States Immigration 
and Naturalization Service 9 and who scheduled appointments 
for Miss CALDWELL 9 stated it would serve no purpose for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to interview Miss 
CALDWELl, regarding the article in 11The American Mercury'' 
because the unnamed professor was non=existent 9 a figment 
of ML:;;;:, CALDWELL 1 s imagination and a hypothetical situa-
t:ion employed by Mi;j.;; CALDWELL to provoke public opiniono 

On another occasion in September 9 1964 when 
Miss CALDWELL, was 'being :interviewed by a Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the presence 
or her husband concerning an occurrence she had brought 
to the attent:ion of the Federal Bureau of Investigation-" 
Miss CALDWE£Lus husband flatly stated that the true cir­
cumstances of the occurrence were completely different 
from the v·ersion given 'by Mlss CALDWELL,9 after which the 
latter materially modified her earlier statemento 

Tne above mentioned letter rece:ived from Miss 
CALDWELL on June 4 9 19682 reads as follows~ 

iiAs I am always wary of giving you any 
information which even vaguely sounds 1kooky~ 
to meJ I now deeply regret that I did not 
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inform you of someth:1ng which my terrified Negro 
businessman friend in New York wrote me last 
Octobero It still disturbed me 9 however - though 
it sounded very improbable - that I incorporated 
it as a sort of warning in my article in the Buffalo 
Even:l..ng News concerning events of 1968.1> earlier 
this year 9 wh:tch you may have read 9 yourself o ESP 
had nothing to do with thati 

1'He wrote me 9 if I remember accurately - as 
1 immediately destroy hls letters at his urgent 
requei;;t = that a meeting was held in New York 
the 1at'te.r part of last Septembec 9 in which 
plam3, were laid to 2throw the country into 
chao,2 and revolutiono n It was suggested that 
a prominent Negro leader be assassinated 9 or at 
least badly inJured 9 in early 19689 ~as a start 
to revolutiono ~ He said that Nex>1 York lawyer 
and nove1:i:st 9 about whom I have written you 
beforey discussed this at lengthy and then re= 
marked the matter would be given considerable 
tnought = later. My friend was not inv:tted 
u1atery I for some reason or other wh:ich alarmed 
himo But he was able together together a few 
fact:'3 last October and write me about t.hemo 
He did not g:ive me the source of his informa= 
tiono 
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11The man finally chosen was a white man.9 
between the ages of 25 and 309 named Robert 
W-=-.9.some simple name such as Watson or 
Watkins or Wellock or Wilkinss from the 
vicinity of New Jersey"' a crack shot, of fair 
complexion., light eyes either ve,,., ... _ light brown 
or blue-gray.\) medium brown hair$ .t•-,ng thin 
faces very agile - and a 'Marxist.' My friends 
say you have had a dossier on him for several 
years in either New Jersey or New York. He 
followed Martin Luther King for several months 
before the assassination 9 which was scheduled 
for early March., not April.9 but the opportunity 
did not arise. 'They' wanted a larger city 
than Memphis 9 especially Washington. 'They' 
had thought of Carmichael or Browns then 
settled on K:ingo It was remarked that they 
had •railed 1 with Mr. Kennedy 9 because they 
had thought to start nationwide riots against 
«right wing extremists"' v and a general blood= 
bath9 and nothing happened. 10nly Oswald got 
caught 9

1 they remarked., which led my friend 
to believe that others were implicated"' too"' 
in the Marxist assassinationo Apparently 
1they 9 don 1t believe in the Warren Commission 
Reportp either 9 for good and sufficient reasonso 
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nNow he writes that 'something much worse• is 
ugoing to happen soon.' He doesn 1t know what it 
is 9 because he is being included less and less in 
•conferences 9 v and is very frightened. He had 
asked me to write you last October about ,the 
planned assassination!) and I did not!) and he 
now wonders 'if I can trust youo 0 

nHe writes that a woman will be the focus­
point of the 0much worse 9 ' and almost immediately9 
but does not know who the woman iso She is a 
Negro 9 howevero He also writes that the man you 
are looking for is working either in New Jersey or 
'just outside of New York9 ' and is or was in the 
Army and received a 1diecha.rge without prejudice 9 u 
whatever that means 9 though not an honorable dis­
chargeo I thought they were the sameo At any rate, 
he is often in New York'at tconferenceso u Then 
it was decided to fend him to Washington with the 
1Poor People," and is probably there nowo (By the 

way 9 he had accomplices in Memphiso) 

"He never liked Martin Luther K1ng 9 my friend 
wrote last September, but reproaches me that if I 
had wrttten you in October you might have prevented 
him from being murderedo 

-5-
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"Tnis new information is also vague, but it 
may serve some purpose, though I don't see how. 
But remembering that letter of last October I 
thought it only right to let you know now. My 
friend also says that Mr. Johnson and Mr. 
Humphrey 1had better not' show themselves too 
openly in Washington, or be too available, in 
the very near future, but what threatens them 
he does not know. He just overheard 'hints." 

11He fears!) nows that he is suspected., so 
if you do any investigation on this information, 
don't try to find him or question him. He has 
a family. I know I will do all I can to protect 
him. 

usincerely 3 

11 (Miss) /s/ Taylor Caldwell 

"P .s. My poor husband now lies at the point of death 
in the hospital - where he has been si~ce March, 
1967 - after he was attacked in our house by two 
of Earl Warren's pampered thugs. He is completely 
shattered in body and mind. He was a, most bri'lliant 
man, and he has now become a confused, wandering, 
disoriented old shadow., and is unable even to feed 
himseli or even to sit up, and is attended constantly 

-6-
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by private nucseso J brought a specialist from New 
York to see h:im recently 9 a Dro Donald Louria» he 
told me frankly that my husband 1 :s destruction of 
mind and body had led to his present dying condi­
tiono If I knew who the thugs were 1 8d kill them» 
myself 9 so that some ·1 ru:e 1 of Earl Warren·~ would 
not set them free again to murder over and overo 

l!N~Bo By the way 9 t.he Internal Revenue Service Center 
at Andover!) Mass. 9 has been opening letters addressed 
tc me from a1l over the country 9 and then stamping 
the enve:1ope ~ 10pened by mistake o' I thought they 
were genu1ne vmistakes:., :: a.nd threw awau,,all letters 
but one = and you may see :it if y·ou l.f:1Sho Por 
lnstance 9 hm,,_; cou:1.d a letter addressed to me by 
a fan from Syracuse.s NoYo_? find its way to Andover,l) 
Masso•') "I'ha.t was the one :E kept o I can·, t imagine 
what the rascai:3- a.re up to 9 'but I have long had 
rea,son to s:uspect them;) a:s files in your office 
w11 J show o ,·i 

Gn June b.., .i 968 9 a telephone call was made to M:iss 
CALDWE:.; t,y a, Specda.1 ,/~gent of the Federal Bureau. of Inves­
tigation, :--eque,st.ing an interview with her for any addi­
tional detalls she might be able to furnisr: tn connection 
with the contents of the above lettera 
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Miss C'.4.LDWELL stated she is extremely busy and 
upset 9 that her husband. is at the br:ink of death in the 
hospital, that she is in the midst of preparing two 
speeches .for delivery in California later this month;i 
and that she wou.ld have no time for a personal inter= 
view for at least two weeks or perhaps longero She 
stated all the facr;,s known to her are set forth in her 
lettero She polnted out that under no circumstances 
would she dts,~:iose the :identity of the friend who had 
supplied her with the informat.ion set forth in the 
hitter o She said she no longer has any of his letters 
because in keeping wlth a promise made to him 9 she burns 
them immediately after reading themo 

When asked for the name of the New York lawyer 
she mentions in the second paragraph of her letter 9 Miss 
CALDWElLL replied that this lawyer as name is WILLIAM 
KUNSTLER,, adding she had. previous;ly advised the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation that KUNS·rLER in her opinion 
is a Communi :st o 

M:is~ cA:..,DWELL was then a;a,ked if she could 
furnish any data on the source of her information wh:ich 
wou1d. aid in evaluat:ing the reliability of this eourceo 
She then replied she has never met this source.? but that 
he :ts a person who started writing to her about five 
years ago after reading one of her bookso He has 
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She said her first reaction was that his statemente along 
this line sounded 11kooky 81 so she ignored them, except for 
the fact that in a newspaper article she wrote in October, 
19679 which was not published until February!) 19689 and 
in which she made a predication of major events to 
occur in 19689 she did predict the assassination of a 
prominent Negro leader,, be:ing ini'luenced in this predication 
by what her friend_ had written to hero 

Miss CALDWELL was then asked whether she would 
suggest to her friend that he contact the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in New York Cityo She replied she knows 
he would not do so 0 because he had written to her in the 
past that about four years ago he had contacted the 
Federal Bureau or Investigation to furnish information 
that 11an FBI under=•cover agent in an organization 11 was 
under suspiciono However 9 according to the friend 9 the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted more and more 
information 9 so he broke off contact with the Federal 
Bureau of I.nvesttgationo The friend also claimed that 
shortly after cc,ntacting the Federal Bureau of Invest1-
gat;ion9 he had begun to r 0eceive anonymous threatening 
letters,, mak1.:ng him rea1:ize that his contacts w1 th the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation had been observedo Miss 
CALDWELL stated that based on the letters received from 
her fr:iend 9 she believes him to be a very intelligent 
man, but who is now completely terrified by the plot of' 
which he is aware and also apparently by the fear that 

=10= 
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he himself' is under suspic1on 9 as indicated by a comment 
in one of his letters that he was not even invited to 
iiResurrection City!, and cannot understand WhY.o unless 
it i.s because he is no longer trustedo 

Miss CA.LOWELL stated at or1e point in the 
conversation that she had Just received another letter 
from her friend 'jyesterday 9 H but when questioned about 
the contents 9 completely ignored the questions and 
then reverted to a statement that the last letter from 
her' friend arrived a few days before her own letter 
to the Federal Buceau of I:nvestigationo 

Miss CJ\il)WELL then proceeded to state that 
because or her husband 1s confinement 9 everything at 
her residence is in a state of chaos and that she is 

11simp1y going out or '.Z'."J' mlnd.o II She said that pre­
viously her husband had taken c:~are of a:il her business 
affairs.? that \3he is killing herself going back and 
forth to the hospital. 9 that she has had to give up 
her whole career' to take care of her husband.? and that 
11all this is too much for me o n She said she herself 
is under constant medical care and does not know why 
she has 11to put up with a11 of this mess o vri 

=11= 
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Mit,s CALDWELL co:nti nued by stating her husband is 
c z•.1 ti cal cond:i tlon and the resultant 11messing up n of her 
own 1:ife :is all the .raul t of 1'Wa.rren of the Supreme Court 
who let a1J those cri.minals 1om~e 9 

11 and made i.t possible 
for them to viclous1y attack her husband and rob their 
hc.useo 

In this connection 9 it is noted that according 
to articles which appeared in the local press 9 two armed 
men had brdten into M:is:s CALDWELL 9s residence: on March 209 

196'7 when she 9 her husband 9 and their housekeeper were 
all present 9 had demanded jewe.1ry5,) and beaten and attempted 
to smother Mtss c;\.LDWELL9 but then had fled empty-handedo 

On March 279 1967 9 M:iss CALDWELL had written 
a letter to the Federal Bureau of Investi.gation in Whi.ch 
she related the ci rcu.rr:~Jtance::;, of the above brea.k"'in 9 

and ln which she stated that the man who had seized 
her husband at the time of the break::tn had forced 
him down on the stairs. with a gun at his back9 but 
"made no effort to othe!"'w-ise hurt :m.y husbando 11 Miss 
CALDWELL in the letter sa:id she believed the objective 
of the brea.k=i.n had not been robbery 9 but an attempt 
to kill her because of her anti=Communist activitya 

This document conta.inBl neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBio It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agencys it and its contents 
are not to be distr\lbu.ted outs:ide your agency o 
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On June 4, 1968, there was received at the 
Buffalo, New York Office of the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation, a letter, dated May 31, 1968 from TAYLOR 
CALDWELL, 34 Audley End, Buffalo (26), New York, the 
contents of which will be set forth below. 

TAYLOR CALDWELL is a world famous novelist, 
whose true name is Mrs. JANETT. c. REBACK. She is 
referred to from time to time in news articles as an 
outspoken foe of Communism. She is known as and admits 
to be an inveterate letter writer. She has frequently 
engaged in literary battles with persons who opposed 
her private and public statements. Cl.ose associates 
have described her imagination as vivid, and many of 
her statements as tending toward exaggeration. 

On one occasion, Miss CALDWELL wrote an 
article which appeared in the October, 1960, issue 
of "The American Mercury," in which she alleged that 
an unnamed, American-born distinguished professor, 
in one of the large universities, was a Communist. 
When an attempt was made by a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to arrange an interview 
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with Miss CALDWELL concerning this story,, her husband 9 MARCUS 
REBACK 9 a former official of the United States Immigration 
and Naturalization Service 9 and who scheduled appointments 
for Miss CALDWELL 9 stated :it would serve no purpose for 
the Federal Bureau of Investig;ation to interview Miss 
CALDWELL regarding the article in 11The American Mercury 11 

because the unnamed professor was non-existent 9 a figment 
of Mi.;;;;:; CALDWELL 1s :imagination and a hypothetical situa-
tion employed by Mi~v CALDWELL to provoke public opiniono 

On another occasion in September 9 1964 when 
Miss: CAL.DWELL was being interviewed by a Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the presence 
of her husband concern:1.ng an occurrence she had brought 
to the attention of the Federal Bureau of Investigat1on 9 

Miss CALDWELL'S husband flatly stated that the true cir­
cumstances of the occurrence were completely different 
from the version gi vE>n by M:lss CALDWELL9 after which the 
latter materially modified her earlier statemento 

The above mentioned letter received from Miss 
CJtLDWE"LL on June 4 9 1968.9 reads as follows~ 

11 As I am always wary of giving you any 
information which even vaguely sounds 2kookycr 
to me 9 I now deeply regret that J did not 
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inform you o.f' something which my terrified Negro 
businessman friend in New York wrote me last 
Octobero It still disturbed me 9 however - though 
it sounded very improba.ble - that I incorporated 
it as a sort of warning in my article in the Buffalo 
Even:l..ng News concern:lng events of 19683 earlier 
this year- 9 whlch you may have read9 yourselfo ESP 
had nothing to do with thatJ 

'11-ie wrote me 9 if I remember accurately - as 
1 imm~dlate1y destroy h:is letters at his urgent 
r•eque::,;t = that a meeting was held in New York 
the :tatter part of last September0

9 in which 
plans were laid to 2throw the country into 
chao,,,, and revol.utiono :r !t was suggested that 
a prominent Negro leader be assassinated 9 or at 
least badly injured9 in early 19689 

2as a start 
to revolutiono 2 He said that New York lawyer 
and nove1ist 9 about whom I have written you 
berore 9 discussed thi~; at length 9 and then re­
marked the matter would be given considerable 
tnought = later. My rriend was not inv:ited 
11ater9 a for some reason or other which alarmed 
him,, But he was ab1e together together a few 
facts last October and write me about themo 
He d:id not g:1.ve me the source of his 1.nforma= 
tlon. 
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"The man finally chosen was a white man., 
between the ages of 25 and 30., named Robert 
W---.,.some simple name such as Watson or 
Watkins or Wellock or Wilkins., from the 
vicinity of New Jersey, a crack shot, of fair 
complexion., light eyes either ve·y,,•t· light brown 
or blue-gray, medium brown hair., .tr,ng thin 
race., very agile - and a 'Marxist.' My friends 
say you have had a dossier on him for several 
years in either New Jersey or New York. He 
followed Martin Luther King for several months 
before the assassination., which was scheduled 
for early March, not April., but the opportunity 
did not arise. 'They' wanted a larger city 
than Memphis., especially Washington. 'They' 
had thought of Carmichael or Brown, then 
settled on Kingo It was remarked that they 
had 'failed 1 with Mr. Kennedy., because they 
had thought to start nationwide riots against 
'right wing extremists,' and a general blood­
bath., and nothing happened. •Only Oswald got 
caught., 1 they remarked., which led my friend 
to believe that othe.rs were implicated., too., 
in the Marxist assassination. Apparently 
1they 1 don't believe in the Warren Commission 
Report, either, for good and sufficient reasonso 

-4-
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uNow he writes that 'something much worse• 1s 
vgoing to happen soon.' He doesn't know what it 
is, because he is being included less and less .in 
'conferences, v and is very frightened. He had 
asked me to write you last October about ·the 
planned assassination, and I did not, and he 
now wonders 9if I can trust you.' 

"He writes that a woman will be the focus­
point of the 0much worse 3

1 and almost immediately9 

but does not know who the woman iso She is a 
Negro, howevero He also writes that the man you 
are looking for is working either in New Jersey or 
'just outside of New York,' and is or was in the 
Army and received a 1d1echarge wi.thout prejudice, 1 

whatever that means, though not an honorable dis- . 
charge. I thought they were the sameo At any rate, 
he is often in New York'at 'conferenceso v Then 
it was decided toi:end him to Washington with the 
vpoor People," and is probably there nowo (By the 

way 9 he had accomplices in Memphiso) 

"He never liked Martin Luther King, my friend 
wrote last September, but reproaches me that if I 
had written you in October you might have prevented 
him from being murdered. 

-5-
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"This new information is also vague., but it 
may serve some purpose., though I don't see how. 
But remembering that letter of last October I 
thought it only right to let you know now. My 
friend also says that Mr. Johnson and Mr. 
Humphrey 1had better not• show themselves too 
openly in Washington., or be too available., in 
the very near future, but what threatens them 
he does not know. He just overheard 'hints. 11 

11He fears, now, that he is suspected., so 
if you do any investigation on this information., 
don•t try to find him or question him. He has 
a family. I know I will do all I can to protect 
him. 

"Sincerely, 
11 (Miss) /s/ Taylor Caldwell 

11P .s. My poor husband now lies at the point of death 
in the hospital - where he has been si~ce March, 
1967 - after he was attacked in our house by two 
of Earl Warren 1s pampered thugs. He is completely 
shattered in body and mind. He was a most bri·111ant 
man, and he has now become a confused., wandering, 
disoriented old shadow 9 and is unable even to feed 
himselt or even to sit up, and is attended constantly 

-6-
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by private nurseso I brought a specialist from New 
York to see him recently 9 a Dro Donald Louria; he 
told me frankly that my husbandis destruction of 
mind and body had led to his present dying condi­
tiono J.f I knew who the thugs were I 1d kill them 9 
myself' 9 so that some ·1 rule 1 or Earl Warren·~ would 
not set them free again to murder over and overo 

nNoBo By the way 9 the Internal Revenue Service Center 
at Andover9 Massn 9 has been opening letters addressed 
to me from all over the country 9 and then stamping 
the envelope~ 10pened by mistakeo i I thought they 
were genuine vmistakes.., 8 and threw aw~.,all 1e·tters 
but one = and you may see :1 t if you t;i:Sl'io For 
1nstance 9 how could a letter addressed. to me by 
a fan from Syracuse 9 NoYo., find its way to Andover» 
Masso,"; "Iha.t was the one ! kept o I can·, t imagine 
what the rasca1s are up to 9 "but ! have long had 
reason to suspect them 9 as files in your office 
wil 1 show o 

11 

Gn June 4.., .1968, a telephone call was made to Miss 
CALD\'JELL by a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation, :-equesting an interview with her for any addi­
tional detaJl,s she might be able to furnish .in connection 
with the contents of the above lettero 
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Miss CALDWELL stated she is extremely busy and 
upset 9 that her husband is at the brink of death in the 
hosp1tal 9 that she is in the midst or preparing two 
speeches for delivery in California later this month9 
and that she would have no time tor a personal inter­
view for at least two weeks or perhaps longero She 
stated all the facts known to her are set forth in her 
lettero She polnted out that under no circumstances 
would she disclose the :tdentity of the friend who had 
supplied her with the information set forth in the 
letter o She sa:1d she no longer has any of his letters 
because in keeping w:lth a prom.ise made to hims she burns 
them immediatfJly after read:ing themo 

When asked for the name of the New York lawyer 
she mentions in the second paragraph or her letters Miss 
CALDWELL replied that this lawyer's name is WILLIAM 
KUNSTLER., adding she had previously advised the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation that KUNSTLER in her opinion 
is a Communisto 

Mis:s CALDWELL was then asked if she could 
furnish any data on the source of her information which 
would aid in evaluat:ing the reliability of this sourceo 
She then replied she has never met this source 9 but that 
he is a person who started writing to her about five 
years ago after reading one of her bookso He has 
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described himself in his letters as a Negro businessman 
who owns a business in Harlemo He has written to Miss 
CALDWELL from four or five different addresses 9 which 

s-ie states indicates to her that he has had to move 
around for fear of his lifeo She has written back 
to him on several occasions 9 and two or three or her 
letters were returned to her marked 11Unknown at this 
address 9 

11 but most of her letters were deliveredo On 
several occasions when she knew she was going to be in 
New York City 9 she wrote to her friend requesting that 
he come to see her at her hotel 9 but he never cameo She 
recalled that one address he had given her was somewhere 
on West lll~th Street o 

Miss CALDWELL added she believes her friend 
is a member of the John Birch Soc1ety 9 because he has 
made reference frequently to articles she has written 
for the publication of this society entitled HAmerican 
Opiniono n She added that when tb1s man first started 
writing to her 9 the letters were merely friendly and 
pleasant 9 e.x:pressi.ng admiration of her writing and 
dealing with general political observations of World 
War I and World War IIo However9 commencing in the 
Fall of 1967 9 he began writing about his knowledge of 
the assassination plot of a prominent Negro leader0 .· 

ultimately designated as Revo MARTIN LUTHER KING9 JRo 
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She said her first rea.ction was that his statementer along 
this line sounded 11kooky 11 so she ignored them 9 except for 
the fact that in a newspaper article she wrote in October, 
19679 which was not published until February9 19689 and 
in which she made a predication of major events to 
occur in 19683 she did predict the assassination of a 
prominent Negro leader 9 being influenced in'this predication 
by what her frien~ had written to hero 

Miss CALDWELL was then asked whether she would 
suggest to her friend that he contact the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in New York Cityo She replied she knows 
he would not do so 9 because he had written to her in the 
past that about four years ago he had contacted the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to furnish information 
that 11an FBI under=cover agent in an organization'' was 
under suspiciono However9 according to the friend 9 the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted more and more 
1nformation9 so he broke off contact with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigationo The friend also claimed that 
shortly after contacting the Federal Bureau of Investi­
gat1on9 he had begun to receive anonymous threatening 
letters 9 making him reaiize that his contacts with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation had been observedo Miss 
CALDWELL stated that based or1 the letters received from 
her friend 9 she believes him to be a very intelligent 
man 9 but who is now completely terrified by the plot of 
which he is aware and also apparently by the fear that 
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he himself is under suspicion 9 as indicated by a comment 
in one of his letters that he was not even invited to 
11Resurrection Cityu and cannot understand whyJ) unless 
it is because he is no longer trustedo 

Miss CALDWELL stated at one point in the 
conversation that she had Just received another letter 
from her friend nyesterday 9 

11 but when questioned about 
the contents 9 completely ignored the questions and 
then reverted to a statement that the last letter from 
her friend arrived a few days before her own letter 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigationo 

Miss CA~LL then proceeded to state that 
because of her husband 1 s confinement 9 everything at 
her residence is in a state of chaos and that she is 
nsimply going out of Jt:y mind.o 11 She said that pre­
viously her husband had taken care of all her business 
affairs 9 that she is killing herself going back and 
forth to the hosp1tal 9 that she has had to give up 
her whole career to take care of her husband11 and that 
11all this is too much for meo 11 She said she herself 
is under constant medical care and does not know why 
she has nto put up with all of this mess o 

11 

=11= 
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Miss CALDWELL continued by stating her husband's 
~ z•l ti cal condi t:lon and the resultant ilmessing up 81 of her 
own life is all the fault of iiwarren of the Supreme Court 
who let all those criminals loose 9 

11 and made it possible 
for them to viciously attack her husband and rob their 
hcuseo 

In this connection 9 it is noted that according 
to articles which appeared in the local pr~ss» two armed 
men had broken into Miss CALDWELLfts residence on March 209 

1967 when she 9 her husband9 and their housekeeper were 
all present 9 had demanded jewelrys; and beaten and attempted 
to smother Miss CALDWELL9 but then had fled empty-handedo 

On Mar-ch 27 .9 1967 9 M.:isa CALDWELL had written 
a letter to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in which 
she related the circumstance;s of the above brea.k°"in,, 
and ln which she stated that the man who had seized 
her husband at the time of the break~,in had forced 
him down on the stair~. with a gun at his back.9 but 
"made no eff o.rt to otherwise hurt my husband" 11 Miss 
CALDWELL in the letter said she believed the objective 
of the break-in had not been robbery 9 but an attempt 
to kill her because of her anti=Communist activityo 

Thi.s document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBio It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency,, 
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On June 4, 1968, there was received at the 
Buffalo, New York Office of the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation, a letter, dated May 31, 1968 from TAYLOR 
CALDWELL, 34 Audley End, Buffalo (26), New York, the 
contents of which will be set forth below. 

TAYLOR CALDWELL is a world famous novelist, 
whose true name is Mrs. JANETT. c. REBACK. She is 
referred to from time to time in news articles as an 
outspoken foe or Communism. She is known as and admits 
to be an inveterate letter writer. She has frequently 
engaged in literary battles with persons who opposed 
her private and public statements. Close associates 
have described her imagination as vivid, and many or 
her statements as tending toward exaggeration. 

On one occasion, Miss CALDWELL wrote an 
article which appeared in the October, 1960, issue 
or "The American Mercury," in which she alleged that 
an unnamed, American-born distinguished professor, 
in one or the large µniversities, was a Communist. 
When an attempt was made by a Special Agent or the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to arrange an interview 
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with Miss CALDWELL concerning this story 9 her husbands MARCUS 
REBACK.s a former official of the United States Immigration 
and Naturalization Service;:, and who scheduled appointments 
for Miss CALDWELL, stated it would serve no purpose for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to interview Miss 
CALDWELL regarding the article in 11The American Mercury" 
because the unnamed professor was non-existent, a figment 
of M'i.;;.:; CALDWELL'S imagination and a hypothetical situa-
tion employed by Mio:,.:, CALDWELL to provoke public op1n1ono 

On another occasion in September, 1964 when 
Miss CALDWEL.L was being :tnterviewed by a Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the presence 
of her husband concerning an occurrence she had brought 
to the attention of the Federal Bureau of Investigation» 
Miss CALDWELL 1s husband flatly stated that the true cir­
cumstances of the occurrence were completely different 
from the version giv~n by Miss CALDWELL.? after which the 
latter materially modified her earlier statemento 

The above mentioned letter received from Miss 
CAL1'1/ELL on June 4.s 19689 reads as follows: 

nAs I am always wary of giving you any 
information which even vaguely sounds 'kooky~ 
to me, I now deeply regret that 1 did not 
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inform you of something which my terrified Negro 
businessman friend in New York wrote me last 
Octobero It still disturbed me 9 however - though 
it sounded vecy improbable - that I incorporated 
it as a sort of warning in my article in the Buffalo 
Evening News concerning events of 196811 earlier 
this year9 which you may have read 9 yourselfo ESP 
had nothing to do with thatl 

11He wrote me 9 if I remember accurately - as 
I immediately destroy his letters at his urgent 
requ~st '"'' that a meeting was held in New York 
the latter part of last September9 in which 
plans were laid to 'throw the country into 
chao~ and revolutiono 1 It was suggested that 
a prominent Negro leader be assass1nated 9 or at 
least badly injured9 in early 19689 'as a start 
to revolutiono~ He said that New York lawyer 
and novelist 0 about whom I have written you 
befo.re,l) discussed this at length 9 and then re­
marked the matter would be given considerable 
thought"' later .. My friend was not invited 
3later9 ~ for some reason or othe.r which alarmed 
himo But he was able together together a few 
fact,s last October and write me about themo 
He did not give me the source or his 1nforma ... 
tiono 
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"The man finally chosen was a white man, 
between the ages of 25 and 30, named Robert 
W---,.some simple name such as Watson or 
Watkins or Wellock ~r Wilkins, fro~ the 
vicinity of New Jersey, a crack shot, of fair 
complexion, light eyes either ve~,. light brown 
or blue-gray, medium·brown hair, :ring thin 
race, very agile - and a 1Marx1s~.• My friends 
say you have had a dossier on him for several 
years in either New Jersey or New York. He 
followed Martin Luther King for several months 
before the assassination, which was scheduled 
tor early March, not ·April, but the opportunity 
did not arise. 1They 1 wanted a larger city 
than Memphis, especially Washington. 'They• 
had thought of Carmichael or Brown, then 
settled on King. It was remarked that they 
had •railed' with Mr. Kennedy, because they 
had thought to start nationwide riots against 
•right wing extremists,' and a general blood­
bath, and nothing happened. •Only Oswald got 
caught, 1 they remarked, which led my friend 
to believe that othe.rs were implicated, too, 
in the Marxist assassination. Apparently 
1they 1 don't believe in.the Warren Commission 
Report, either, for good and sufficient reasons. 
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"Now he writes that •something much worse• is 
'going to happen soon.• He doesn't know what it 
is, because he is being included less and less .in 
•conferences,' and is very frightened. He had 
asked me to write you last October about ·the 
planned assassination, and I did not, and he 
now wonders 'if I can trust you.• 

"He writes that a woman will be the focus­
point of the 1much worse,• and almost immediately, 
but does not know who the woman is. She is a 
Negro, however. He also writes that the man you 
are looking for is working either in New Jersey or 
•just outside of New York, 1 and is or was in the 
Army and received a 1diecharge without prejudice,' 
whatever that means, though not an honorable dis­
charge. I thought they were the same. At any rat~,. 
he is often in New York· at 'conferences. 1 Then 
it was decided to mnd him to Washington with the 
'Poor People, " and is probably there now. (By the 

way, he had accomplices in Meflll)his.) 

"He never liked Martin Luther King, my friend 
wrote last September, but reproaches me that if' I 
had written you in October you might have prevented 
him from being murdered. 
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"This new information is also vague, but it 
may serve some purpose, though I don't see how. 
But remembering that· letter or last October I 
thought it only right to let you know now. My 
friend also says that Mr. Johnson and Mr. 
Humphrey 'had better not' show themselves too 
openly in Washington, or be too available, in 
the very near future, but what threatens them 
he does not know. He just overheard 'hints." 

"He fears., now, that he is suspected, so 
if you do any investigation on this information, 
don•t try to find him or question him. He has 
a family. I know I will do all I can to protect 
him. 

"Sincerely, 

"(Miss). /s/ Taylor Caldwell 

"P .s. My poor husband now lies at the point or death 
in the hospital - where he has been si~ce March, 
1967 - after he was attacked in our house by two 
or Earl Warren's pampered thugs. He is completely 
shattered in body and mind. He was a most bri'lliant 
man, and he has now become a confused, wandering, 
disoriented old shadow, and is unable even to reed 
himij,elt or even to sit up, and is attended constantly 
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by private nurses o :r brought a specialist from New 
York to see him recently 9 a Dro Donald Louria,;; he 
told me frankly that my hu:sband 8s destruction of 
mind and body had led to his present dying condi­
tiono If I knew who the thugs were I 1d kill them 9 
myself' 9 so that some '1 ru.le I or Earl Warren·~ would 
not set them free again to murder over and overo 

nN.,Bo By the way 9 the Internal Revenue Service Center 
at Andover9 Mass~ 9 has been opening letters addressed 
to me from a1l over the country 9 and then stamping 
the envelope: ~Opened by mistakeo 9 I thought they 
were genuine vm:istakes,.., 1 and threw awa,-.,all le'tters 
but one .. and you may see :1 t if you ft=Sl'io For 
instance 9 how could a letter addressed to me by 
a fan from Syracuse 9 NoYo., find its way to Andover» 
Mass o •'l' 'Iha.t was the one I kept ., I can ~ t imagine 
what the rasca}~ are up to 9 ·but ! have long had 
reason to suspect them 9 as files in your office 
wi1 I show o 

11 

On June 4~ 1968, a telephone call was made to Miss 
C.ALDWELL by a Speclal Agent of the Federal Bureau of Inves .. 
tigation, :,-,equest.tng an interview wlth her for any addi­
tional details she might be able to furnish l:n connection 
with the contents of the above lettero 
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Miss CALDWELL stated she is extremely busy and 
upset 9 that her husband is at the brink of death in the 
hospital 9 that she is in the midst of preparing two 
speeches for delivery in California later this month.:1 
and that she would have no time for a personal inter­
view for at least two weeks or perhaps longero She 
stated ail the facts known to her are set forth in her 
lettero She po.lnted out that under no circumstances 
would she disc:iose the identity of the friend who had 
supplied her with the information set forth in the 
letter o She sa.:id she no longer has any of his letters 
because in keeping with a prom:ise made to hims she burns 
them immediately after reading themo 

When asked for the name of the New York lawyer 
she mentions in the second paragra.ph or her letter 9 Miss 
CALDWELL replied that this lawyer 9s name is WILLIAM 
KUNSTLER, adding she had p.reyiou:sly advised the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation that KUNscrLER in her opinion 
is a Communisto 

Mise cA:::.DWELL was then a?S,ked if she could 
furnish any data on the source of her information which 
wou1d aid in evaluat:ing the reliability of this sourcea 
She then replied she has never met this source, but that 
he is a person who started writing to her about five 
years ago after reading one of her bookso He has 
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described himself in his letters as a Negro businessman 
who owns a business in Harlemo He has written to Miss 
CALDWELL from four or five different addresses 9 which 

me states indicates to her that he has had to move 
around for fear of his lifeo She has written back 
to him on several occasions 9 and two or three of her 
letters were returned to her marked "Unknown at this 
address,, 11 but most of her letters were deliveredo On 
several occasions when she knew she was going to be in 
New York City!} she wrote to her friend requesting that 
he come to see her at her hote1 9 but he never cameo She 
recalled that one address he had given her was somewhere 
on West 114th Streeto 

Miss CALDWELL added she believes her friend 
is a member of the John Birch Society, because he has 
made reference frequently to articles she has written 
for the publication of this society entitled 11 American 
Opinion 0 

11 She added that when th:is man first started 
writing to her 9 the letters were merely friendly and 
pleasant 9 expressing admiration of her writing and 
dealing with general political observations of World 
War I and World War IIo However.9 commencing in the 
Fall of 1967 9 he began writing about his knowledge of 
the assassination plot of a prominent Negro leader 9 . 

ultimately designated as Revo MARTIN LUTHER KING9 JRo 
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She said her first reaction was that his statement~ along 
this line sounded 1'kooky u so she ignored them 9 except for 
the fact that in a newspaper article she wrote in October, 
19679 which was not published until February, 19689 and 
in which she made a predication of major events to 
occur in 19689 •She did predict the assassination of a 
prominent Negro leader 9 being influenced in this predication 
by what her frien~ had written to hero 

Miss CALDWELL was then asked whether she would 
suggest to her friend that he contact the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in New York Cityo She replied she knows 
he would not .do so 9 because he had written to her in the 
past that about four years ago he had contacted the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to furnish information 
that 11an FBI under""cover agent in an organization'' was 
under suspiciono HoweverD according to the friend 9 the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted more and more 
information, so he broke off contact with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigationo The friend also claimed that 
shortly after contacting the Federal Bureau of Investi.., 
gation 9 he had begun to receive anonymous threatening 
1etters 9 mak1..ng him realize that his contacts w1 th the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation had been observedo Miss 
CALDWELL stated that based on the letters received from 
her friend 9 she believes him to be a very intelligent 
man 9 but who is now completely terrified by the plot of 
which he is aware and also apparently by the fear that 
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he himself is under suspicion 9 as indicated by a comment 
in one of his letters that he was not even invited to 
"Resurrection CityH and cannot understand why 9 unless 
it is because he is no longer trustedo 

Miss CALDWELL stated at one point in the 
conversation that she had Just received another letter 
from her friend 11yesterday 9 ii but when questioned about 
the contents 9 completely ignored the questions and 
then reverted to a statement that the last letter from 
her friend arrived a few days before her own letter 
to the Federal Bu:r0eau of Inve:stigationo 

Miss CA~ELL then proceeded to state that 
because of her husband 1s confinement 9 everything at 
her residence is in a state or chaos and that she is 
nsimply going out or Jt,J' mindo H She said that pre­
vi.ously her husband had taken care of all her business 
affairs'° that she is killing herself going back and 
forth to the hospital~ that she has had to give up 
her whole career to take care of her husband 9 and that 

11all this is too much for me o 
18 She said she herself 

is under constant medical care and does not know why 
she has 11to put up with all of this mess o ui 



JAMES EARL Ri'\Y 9 Aiso known 
as Eric Starvo Galt 

ASSASSINATION OF' REV o MAR·TIN 
LUTHER KING9 JRo 9 MEMPHIS.? 
TENNESSEE» Apr11 4 9 1968 

UN'.!CNOWN SUBJECTS9 Alleged Plot 
In New York City9 New York9 to 
Harm or Kill a Prominent 
Negro Woman 

ASSASSINATION OF PFES!DENT JOHN 
FTT'."GRRHD '.:J'"C.""o.'nft''DY o:'\·' ., ;'l.S Tr:"x·11 S .. Z """ 1.,M 1,u;,,1u,c. •·:J n.LL,1,, :J . .:~ .'H, SJ 

November 22 9 1963 

POOR PEOPLE 1 S CAMPAIGN ==..,....,,..,......,. -- :r:r:c:::e-:a:em··m't; ::::::; = -= -C'"?7M· 

Miss CALDWELL continued by stating her husband's 
~ rl ti cal condition and the re,su.1tant 11messing up 11 or her 
own l:ife is all the fault of 11Warren of the Supreme Court 
who let a11 those criminals loose 9 iv and made it possible 
for them to viciously attack her husband and rob their 
hc.useo 

In this connection 9 it is noted that according 
to articles which appeared in the local press 9 two armed 
men had brc!:ten into M.tss CALDWELLus residence on March 20 9 

1967 when shej) her husband 9 and their housekeeper were 
all present 9 had demanded jewelryj) and beaten and attempted 
to smother Miss CALDWELL0 but then had fled empty-handedo 

On March 2'7.9 1967:; Miss CALDWELL had written 
a letter to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in which 
she related the circurr.I,tance:s of the above break-in,, 
and :ln which she stated that the man who had seized 
her husband at the time of the brea.k=in had forced 
hi.m down on the stairs. with a gun at his back.9 but 
11made no effort to othet"'W'ise hurt my husbando ii Miss 
CALDWELL in the letter said she believed the objective 
of the break~i.n had not been robbery 9 but an attempt 
to kill her because of her anti~Communist activityo 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBio It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agencyo 
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On June 4, 1968, there was received at the 
Buffalo, New York Office of the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation, a letter, dated May 31, 1968 from TAYLOR 
CALDWELL, 34 Audley End, Buffalo (26), New York, the 
contents of which will be set forth below. 

TAYLOR CALDWELL is a world famous novelist, 
whose true name is Mrs. JANETT. c. REBACK. She is 
referred to from time to time in news articles as an 
outspoken foe or Communism. She is known as and.admits 
to be an inveterate letter writer. She has frequently 
engaged in literary battles with persons who opposed 
her private and public statements. Cl.ose associates 
have described her imagination as vivid, and many of 
her statements as tending toward exaggeration. 

On one occasion, Miss CALDWELL wrote an 
article which appeared in the October, 1960, issue 
of "The American Mercury," in which she alleged that 
an unnamed, American-born distinguished professor, 
in one of the large µniversities, was a Communist. 
When an attempt was made by a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to arrange an interview 
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wlth Miss CALDWELL concerning this story., her husband,, MARCUS 
REBACK.lJ a .form.er official of the Un.ited States Immigration 
and Naturalization Service.lJ and who scheduled appointments 
for Miss CALDWELL.., stated it would serve no purpose for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to interview Miss 
CALDWELL regarding the article in 11The American Mercury 11 

because the unnamed professor was non-existent., a figment 
of Mi.;i:s CALDWELL's imagination and a hypothetical situa­
tion employed by Mi~~ CALDWELL to provoke public opiniono 

On another occasion in September» 1964 when 
Miss CALDWELL was being interviewed by a. Special Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the presence 
or her husband concerning an occurrence she had brought 
to the attention of the Federal Bureau or Investigation,, 
Miss CALDWELL'S husband flatly stated that the true cir­
cumstances or the occurrence were completely different 
from the version givE'n by Miss CALDWELL,9 after which the 
latter materially modified her earlier statemento 

The above mentioned letter received from Miss 
CALr,,.JELL on June 4 9 1968s reads as follows~ 

"As I am always wary or giving you any 
information which even vaguely sounds 'kooky' 
to me.9 I now deeply regret that I did not 
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inform you of something which my terrified Negro 
businessman friend in New York wrote me last 
Octobero It still disturbed me 9 however - though 
it sounded very improbable -·that I incorporated 
it as a sort or warning in my article in the Buffalo 
Evening News concerning events of 196811 earlier 
this year:, which you may have read 9 yourselfo ESP 
had nothing to do with thatl 

11He wrote mes, if I remember accurately - as 
I immediately destroy his letters at his urgent 
requf-':r,t .,., that a meeting was held in New York 
the latter part of last September9 in Which 
plans were laid to 'throw the country into 
chao~ and revolutiono i It was suggested that 
a prominent Negro leader be assassinated 9 or at 
least badly injured, in early 1968/) 1as a start 
to revolutiono~ He said that New York lawyer 
and novelist 9 about whom I have written you 
befo.re.i, discussed this at 1ength9 and then re-­
marked the matter would be given considerable 
thought ,., later~ My t"'riend was not 1nv1 ted 
v1ater 3 ' for some reason or other which alarmed 

h1mo But he was able together together a few 
facts last October and write me about themo 
He did not give me the source of his 1nforma­
tiono 
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"The man finally chosen was a white man, 
between the ages or 25 and 30, named Robert 
W---,.some simple name such as Watson or 
Watkins or Wellock or Wilkins, fro~ the 
vicinity or New Jersey, a crack shot, or fair 
complexion, light eyes either ve ...... r. light brown 
or blue-gray, medium-brown hai:r;, ,:png thin 
race, very agile - and a •Marxist.' My friends 
say you have had a dossier on him for several 
years in either New Jersey or New York. He 
followed Martin Luther King for several months 
before the assassination, which was scheduled 
for early March, not ·April, but the opportunity 
did not arise. 'They' wanted a larger city 
than Memphis, especially Washington. 'They' 
had thought of Carmichael or Brown, then 
settled o~ K:lng. It was remarked that they 
had 'failed' with Mr. Kennedy, because they 
had thought to start nationwide riots against 
'right wing extremists,' and a general blood­
bath, and nothing happened. •Only Oswald got 
caught,' they remarked, which led my friend 
to believe that othe.rs were implicated, too, 
in the Marxist assassination. Apparently 
1they 1 don't believe 1nthe Warren Commission 
Report, either, for good and sufficient reasons. 
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"Now he writes that •something much worse• is 
'going to happen soon.• He doesn•t know what it 
is, because he is being included less and less .in 
•conferences,' and is veey frightened. He had 
asked me to write you last October about ·the 
planned assassination, and I did not, and he 
now wonders 'if I can trust you.• 

"He writes that a woman will be the focus­
point or the •much worse,• and almost immediately., 
but does not know who the woman is. She is~ 
Negro, however. He also writes that the man you 
are looking ror is working either in New Jersey or 
•just outside or New York,' and is or was in the 
Army and received a 1diecharge without prejudice,' 
whatever that means, though not an honorable dis­
charge. I thought they were the same. At any rat$,. 
he is often in New York'at •conferences.• Then 
it was decided tomnd him to Washington with the 
•Poor People.," and is probably there now. (By the 
way, he had accomplices in MeJ»Phis.) 

''He never liked Martin Luther King, my friend 
wrote last September., but reproaches me that if I 
had written you in October you might have prevented 
him from being murdered. 
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"This new information is also vague, but it 
may serve some purpose, though I don•t see how. 
But remembering that· letter or last October I 
thought it only right to let ·you know now. My 
friend also says that Mr. Johnson and Mr. 
Humphrey •had better not• show themselves too 
openly in Washington, or be too available, in 
the very near future, but what threatens them 
he does not know. He just overheard 'hints." 

"He rears, now, that he is suspected, so 
11' you do any investigation on this information, 
don't try to find him or question him. He has 
a family. I know I will do all I can to protect 
him. 

"Sincerely, 

"(Miss). /s/ Taylor Caldwell 

"P .s. My poor husband now lies at the point or death 
in the hospital - where he has been si~ce March, 
1967 - after he was attacked 1n our house by two 
of Earl Warren's pampered thugs. He 1s completely 
shattered in body and mind. He was a most br1·111ant 
man, and he has now become a confused, wandering, 
disoriented old shadow, and is unable everi to reed 
hime,elt or even to sit up, and is attended constantly 
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by private nurseso J brought a specialist from New 
York to see h:im recently9 a Dra Donald Louriai he 
told me frankly that my hwsbandus destruction of 
mind and body had led to h1s present dying condi­
tiono Tf I knew who the thugs were IVd kill them 9 

myself 9 so that some ·1 rule 1 or Earl Warren·~ would 
not set them free again to murder over and overo 

11 N oB o By the way 9 the Internal Revenue Service Center 
at Andover, Mass. 3 has been opening letters addressed 
to me from all over the country 9 and then stamping 
the envelope~ i0pened by mistakeo n I thought they 
were genulne 1m:istake01) : and threw aw~ all 1e·tters 
but one '"' a.nd you may see :1t if you ,istL For 
1nstance 9 how could a letter addressed. to me by 
a fan from Syracuse 9 ·NoY o.~ find its way to Andover 9 

Mass • '? 9I:ha.t was the one :r kept ., l can ·1 t ima.gine 
what the ra:s,c:a.ie are up to.9 but :r have long had 
rea~on to suspect them, as files in your office 
wi11 show. 1

'
1 

Cm June 4 s 1968, a telephone call was made to Miss 
CALDWELL by a Special 1\gent of the Federal Bureau of Inves­
tigation, :-eques,t:l.ng an interview with her for any addi­
tional detall:s she mlght 'be able to furnish in connection 
with the contents of the above lettero 
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Miss CALDWELL stated she is extremely busy and 
upset!) that her husband is at the brink of death in the 
hospital 9 that she is in the midst of preparing two 
speeches for delivery in California later this monthJ 
and that she would have no tj.me for a personal inter­
view for at least two weeks Ol''' perhaps longero She 
stated ail the fact;s known to her are set forth in her 
lettero She polnted out t,hat under no circumstances 
wou1d she disciose the identity of the friend who had 
s upp1ied her wl th the information set forth in the 
lettero She sa::td she no :longer has: any of his letters 
because in keep.lng w:1 th a prom:ise made to him.9 she burns 
them immectiatE-•ly after reading them., 

When asked for the name of the New York lawyer 
she mentions in the second paragraph or her letters, Miss 
CALDWELL replied that this lawyer 1s name is WILLIAM 
KUNSTLER, adding she had. previously advised the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation that KUNSTLER :ln her opinion 
is a Communisto 

M:1.S$ CA~DWELL was then as,ked if rshe could 
furnish any data on the source of her information which 
wou1d aid in evaluating the reliability of this sourceo 
She then replied she has never met this source, but that 
he is a person who started writing to her about five 
years ago after reading one of her bookso He has 
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described himself in his letters as a Negro businessman 
who owns a business in Harlemo He has written to Miss 
CALDWELL from four or five different addresses, which 

s,,e states indicates to her that he has had to move 
around for fear of his lifeo She has written back 
to·him on several occasions 11 and two or three of her 
letters were returned to her marked "Unknown at this 
address,, H but most of her letters were deliveredo On 
several occasions when she knew she was going to be in 
New York City!) she wrote to her friend requesting that 
he come to see her at her hotel 9 but he never cameo She 
recalled that one address he had given her was somewhere 
on West lll~th Street o 

Miss CALDWELL added she believes her friend 
is a member or the John Birch Soc1ety9 because he has 
made reference frequently to articles she has written 
for the publication of this society entitled iiAmerican 
Opiniono '7 She added that when this man first started 
writing to her 9 the letters were merely friendly and 
pleasant 9 expressing admiration of her writing and 
dealing with general political observations of World 
War I and World War IIo However.9 commencing in the 
Fall or 19679 he began writing about his knowledge or 
the assassination plot of a prominent Negro leaders 
ultimately designated as Revo MARTIN LUTHER KING» JRo 




