
tell him where to inquire next. Mr. Sneyd toolt 

care to note this name and appeared to be writing it 

dovm, as he got me to spell it out. 

It occurred to me that I did not have the 

address of CRISP in the office and so offered to send 

him a postcard that evening with the address from 

my home. He mentioned the Pax Hotel, Warwick Way, 

as his address. I said I knew the street in Pimlico 

and would .write as soon as I address 

On Thursday eJening I reflected that this 

visitor might be a nuisance .to M •. Liebois and that 

_it was perhaps not correct to pass on a total stranger 

in this way, espec.ially as his manner and purpose 

gave an odd, almost unbalanced impression, so on 

Fi-iday, at 2.30 p.m .. , I s1mpl7 posted a postcard 

suggesting that he consult the Belgian Embassy or 

the Consular 3ection of the British Foreign Office 

about his brother. This postcard was returned to 

me by the Post Office on the f?llowing Monday, 10th, 

as having insufficient address. The card was handed 

over by me to Chief Inspector Thompson at Scotland 

Yard the same afternoon. · 

It was on reading the Sunday nev,spapers 

·on the 9th that I realised that the suspect arrested 

at Heathrow must be the same Raymond Sneyd who had 

been telephoning to me. I told Mr. S. R. Pav,ley, 

Managing Edi tor of' the Daily Telegraph and set out 

in a taxi to find the Pax Hotel, which was not 

listed in the telephone book. One hotel in r:arwick 

Way had a sign without a name and on enquiring there 



I was told by the proprieto~, Mrs·. Anna Thomas, t'hat 

this was the Pax Hotel. I had previously telephoned 
• > • • ' 

the hotel number that Sneyd had first given me and 

this proved to be the New Earl's Court Hotel in 

Peny·wern Road. 

Mrs. T ~ mitted me. She said that 
~~~~--

. ~ • ,:meyd had spent Thursday and Friday there and had 

· lef't on Ssiturday morning. She thought that he had 

simply walked·down f'rom B.O.A.C. air terminal, she 

said later, and that her hotel was one o~ the f'irst 

in sight. Until I mentioned his arrest -Mrs. -Thomas 

did not ref'er ·to it. She then said that he had made 

a bad impression on her, was nervous, furtive, locked 

his bedroom door at night and stayed in bed most 

of' the 4~. He had laundered his ovm clothes in his 

room, had a lot of neweplll'Jet"S, and tore up a lot 

of' papers. Mrs. Thomas went to the trouble to tu:.~n 

out her dustbins f'or me am I advised her to keep 

anything she recovered thus f'or the police. I then 

discussed.with her· how to keep the name of' her hotel 

quiet as I did not wish, and nor did she, to have 

every reporter in London there later that night. 

She told me that she was ex-directory, that the Post 

Of'f'ice would not give her number and that the nane 

of her hotel was on her cards only. As to the 

lack of a sign, she was having a sign made and had 

meanwhile borrowed the glass HOTEL sign. I asked 

why she did not have her hotel in the telephone book. 

She replied that she ·did not want to have peo:9le who 

had lived in her hotel ringing_her up and bothering 

her. She did not bring me in to see her husband, 

~i 

J 
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but asked him through the door of' .a basement room 

whether he·thought the photographs in the Sunday 

newspapers resembled their visitor. "It could be him" 

she remarked, "though he is· much thinner in the .face. 

The eyes are the same". 

From this I assumed that the Thomases had 

noticed the reports about Raymond Sneyd earlier in 
. 

the day and not simply heard his identity .from me. 

I asked about his departure. He had been 

trying to leave for Germany, Mr. ',thomas said, on the 

Friday·and a B.E.A. Ground.·Staf'f girl had rung up 

to tell him of a change of' flight schedule and to 

remind him that he had not paid his coach ticket. 

Had he· received a postcard from me before he left? 

I asked. She thought and said she remembered 

ttsomet~ing white" arrivi~lfor hi~ in the Saturday 

morning post, which he had probably taken with him • 

. The postcard, as I stated above, had never been 

Jielivered, but at the time of this conversation I 

not know that • 

___ ----As o how Mr. Sneyd f'ound. his way to me 

in the first place, I am still unclear. I do not 

believe that he just rang the Daily Telegraph foreign 

room, but __ that he wa~ acting on advice that the paper 

had recently published something about mercenaries 
. . . . 
or about Major Wicks, and that he was seeking the 

address or telephone number of' a mercenary o~f'icer 

in London. Indeed his first words to me related to 

this. I am now trying to work out what person could 

have put Sneyd up to this enquiry, ·whether he might 

have read some old cutting or picked up my recently 
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published book about Mr. Tshombe and the mercenaries 

from a bookstall. If I have a likely idea, I will be 

in touch with Chief Inspector Thompson again. 

Signed: Ian Colvin 
51 Cadogan Place, 
s.w.1. 
11.6.68 

This statement, consisting of ten pages, 
each signed by me, is true to the best· of my knowledge 
and belief and I malre it, knowing that if it is 
teng.ered in evidence I shall be liable to prosecution, 
if~ have wilfully stated in it anything which I know 
to be false or do not believe to be true. 

---

Dated the 11th day of June 1968 

-
Signed: 

. ,,; ' 

I 

------

Iari Colvin 

John Whitham 
Detective Constable 
New Scotland Yard 
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Sttttement oft 

Age o~ ~.-1tneoa (1f ovel' 21 enter "over 21") over 21 

Ceeupnt.ion: Elotel Pro:,r1etorcos 

I am the propr!etoreaa or tho above mentioned 

hotel. I 11 ve here w1 th 'fl;/ bus.bend and 1 have been 

prop?Jietorese or the hotel for on,e yeai-.. I let or,: 

( 

5th June 1968 at a.bout. b p.;a. to 5 p.m« n men sper.ldng 

7he :nan 

to have dsl'k lenaee. He was about 5' J.O .. , alira 

b·c.:ild -it1 th a s11:a roee.· I told him th.at the price wao 

30/- a night. He agreed to tho ~ice snd he gave ~e 

o 1'!5 note and I gove him 10/- change p1uo my hotel 

card, l. then showed him into roo:a nu:nber 2 on the 

gr~!:md noor, he closed the ooor. 

to hia roo=i be toL1 me he wan a CaJ10.dinn and he cs~,e 

:tr-om Toi'onto and he looked very tired. !:l'l Thursdcy 

morning_ c.t 7.u.3 a.:i. I brouch~ his b•··eak~ast. I }:nock~ -:i 

the door bttt hin door was lccked rro:u the inside ea 

I tried the k.ey in the lock. I 1ef't t?ie breek1"aat 

he opened the dool' took the tray in snd locked the 



up to h1 a room, l$t m1'self in with a key and the msn 

was l;;ing on the bed reading. I cs.me to collect xrr:, 

•1s1tors book which I had !)N1\f'10Wll:, nsted h!m to sign. 

I picked the book up without loo~ing 1naide it nnd 

I nald to him, u~.•::11-at 1s :,ou~ na:ne1"' ?re sald, "sneyd". 

Ho o,ened hio wallet and i1h0t"1cd :1e a plane ticket. 

He aeid, ul. 11Dve a flight 1.)0¢1:ed ~or- Ocroany." I 1eft 

th~ rooni snd I did not oce hi:: nt all·that da.y. On 

} .. riday I ega1n took up his tra7 fo'I!' brerud."aat and left 

1t there. About 10.0 a.~. Pr!dn7 I aea1n went to h1a 

roo~ and told hi~ t~at I had to move ht~ to rooa 3 

because o~ a pP1or boo~1ng of Room 2. I think: I car:.ght 

n gl.1mpso of h1~11 on ?rSda1 everJ.:no; when ~ was going 

up~talrs. I then d1..l not. see him ncein until Saturday 

morn.ing ebout 9.30 a.m. I runv him rus!~lng out of' the 

hotel an,1 ju..,ip into a to.xi, he lW.5 ceJ:>:r-.ring a small 

a1~ r~ 1ght be.g ~hieh he bud over h1o shou.ldeftc. ne wvs 

not; cat-~'"lng a e·.:.itcaee.. During the time he wa3 het'O 

he had 4 phone call.e.. He had. two etil1a fr~l a WO!llsn 

Toe first coll 

"t1os on 'iJ<--d.nesday night r.rhen the caller a.sited th,:.it I 

leiwe a message !"or him rega1.~d!ng a 7/- coach f'sre. 

7he second n. 2.J\. call again f"rom a wonan on Thursday 

~ovntng when she asked me to leave a mess~gc for ~r. 

Sneyd rcaard1nu tho availability or a flight to the 

Contine?-.t. en Thursdoy evt:m.ing a n lady phoned 

cs~ed to~ M~. S:ieyd, sba sour.dad A~er1ca.n. she left 

no n[:;me oza message. The lost call vr&.a on Friday 

morr:.1ng rro!ll a tlsn who lert no r..r-J:?.e or inem.uige. On 

Fridsy ~crning a wbito ?()3t ~ru ca~e &ilrcased to 



vr. nney4. I did not recd 1 ti howe-ve~ I d1 scovered 

that Sneyd bad not ·signed the vio1tora book, but 

tbie 1 a not mlUSual. in the hot.el. From the photo~ i;-1hs 

I hnve seen o.f' Sneyd I wcmld. not. reco.g:-.1se him but 

the one -in the Het,a of the 7-'ottl.d lTas the nearest 

b':lt he 1a no~ older. I would recovliae the mn.n 

if! sa.w him again. 

:'biz. state;-:,ent,. co!Ju:!nting of 3 ?t,gea eaeh 
signed by me. io tr--1e to the b!:!ot or ey k.nmrledge 
end belie!' tmd I :::.ake it }:nowing that. i:r 1 t in 
tendered in evidence. I shall be liable to nrosec-Jtion 
if I htrvc wil~r1lly etlited 1n 1 t n~;ything whleh I 
know to be .false or do not believe to be tru.e. 

Dated the 10th day or June, 1965. 

{Signed) A.~. Thomae 

( 

Signature ritness-ed by Jotm ~h1thrun 
Det;v;ti7e Gon::.,tat~le ........ .,.,.... ·--



St.ete11ent, 0£: Janet 3'11zabeth ltAO~::iJJJ NISS 

.Age of- :\1 t..-ieos (1:f' ov·er 21 enter "o-ver 21 ") 21 years 

::ccupation of '~it tooss: Hotel Reception.1st 

.ltd.dress: Flat 9, 29 ~rls Court Jq11are, s.~'.5. 
373 5433 ( 37.3 6h31) 

I sm the ~cceptionist or tho Nev f;arls Ct)W:'t 

l~otel, 36 Penr-;ern Road, s.r;.5. I huve been so e:::;,loycd 

to 

the hotel 1 s :fol'- th.en to stgn the v121 tel90 b 

I have exa~!r.ea the visiters book, and on t e 2 

l968. a s.an ~ho s1gne-;l the bock an ~01' J. ~NiJI) givjng 

the address ·':-oronto Canada" booked, room No. 54 at the 

hotel. I p1~uce the v1eitol4'3 book sho':.7:tr.g the entry. 

I hsve been sho1m by Detective Chief 1ns,eetor :ho~paon 

a photogre:,b or JA!.!.SJ '!~f.RL Rt~Y which I poo1tivcly 

identify as the man 3:r:r:YD who stayed at the hotel, s:SYD 

wuo a ve::r.1 shy men end because of this l t1*ied to hell) 

hia. I explained curre1:e:, d.ii'ferencca nnd tolked to 

him generally. He used to go cr.2.t '!lost dsys but never 

us1d where ho r.ent. ".7hilat he ~rao nt the hotel he did 

not receive ar..y msil or tele_ghone call=,. I con rc:nCJiber 

thtit on the 4th .. :u."'le 1968, he mooe two tclc-~1hone -colls 

"J,bcut. e1r;ht to ten d.a:.,·e ago he hod re:-.J. in the Telecro')h 

ebout a :r..an, (he ~ent!oned the name but l cor...not 

JO 



~ber 1 t) who had been deported hom •?Ooo LAlU>" 

am. ne (::snstoj wanted to know the monto addreaa... De· 

waa most pel'&istent ill the: e..."l.qu.117 to tNtce t,h.ta man. 

Because he was co tne.oherent nobedy seemed ab1e to 

b.elp him. I nag remeober that the un who ~'8& deport.ed 

na a Captain. ar- !.tajor. In the end I. think he got 

th1& man's address. 1 do not know who he spoke to 

Sneyd eventual.13" lei't the hotel on '!:;'edne&da7, 

5th June to go to the 1.tr Ter:n!M1. He -p,a1d b1 s ,b1ll 

in "Sngl.1sh ett~reney. I h:ive been sh.own a receipt no. 59 

tn the n~-me Mr. sneyd. 't'hic refers to the £10 de~nlt 

he paid on the 28th Uny 1968 when he first came to the 

hotel. I CBn rea~ber that_et some stage of Sneyd'a 

stq he asked me how cr.1eh the bill W0'4d be es he \Tottld 

have to get Eng-lizh currency- to pay for, it. There ls 

ro record at the hotel that he hss nt~yed here on more 

than the one oeeaa1on .. 

'l'bis state:tent: consisting of 2 -;>ages e1:1ch o1gned 
by QO is true to t.he b,::st o-r r:y knO':'tledge and belie:r, 
snd I :na?-te it knowine tl::1t 1!' 1 t is te:-:J.eN!d in ~idencef 
lab.all be liable to proeecution if I huve wilfully 
stated 1n 1 t o.n:tth1ng wcich I 1:now to be .felse or do 
not believe to be true. 

Deted 

( Signed) J. -~. ?rasaatt 

Stat~ent tnke."l de-..')'n in t:ri ting e::d aicnstnre 
vi tnessed by me 1n the r,resence of: Detective Cbiei­
lns,ecto~ 't'hQr.;pson, ?. BJ.liott~ Dot~ct1va Jergeant 

3/ 



~·. . . . ~<J IE tJ NED Y '~<-' l> V TRAVEL COUNSELLORS SINCE 1926 • AIRLINE • SHAMSHIP • INSURANCE AGENTS / 

• ~ / 42-4 BLO_OR STREET WEST 
TOR O N T O 4, 0 N T., C A N A D A . 
TELEPHONEt 921-3721 

I 
I 

CABLE ADORES!>: 
ICENTRAVEL, TORONTO 

j • 

AUTHORIZED AGENTS FOR, 

AIR CANADA 

A~tfr\1~~E '. 
AMERICAN AIRLINES 

8. 0. A. C. ,, 
CANADIAN PACIFIC AIRLINH 

EL-Al • 
IRISH AIR LINES 

K. l. M. 
LUFTHANSA 

P. A.A 
· SABENA 

S. A. S. 
SWISSAIR 
T. W: A. 

ETC • 

• 
AMERICAN EXPORT LINES • 

BALTIC STEAMSHIP LINE 
CANADIAN PACIFIC 

SHAMSHLPS 
CUNARD LINE 
FRENCH LINE 
FURNESS LINE 

GDYNIA-AMERICA LINE 
GREEK LINE 

HAMBURG-ATLANTIC LINE 
HOLLAND-AMERICA LINE 

HOME LINES 
ITAUAN LINE 

NORTH GERMAN LLOYD 
NORWEGIAN AMERICA LINE 

SWEDISH AMERICAN LINE 
UNITED STA TES LINES i't 1 

ZIM LINES •~ 
P & 0 ORIENT LINES 

• ETC • 

• 
GROUP TRAVEL 

• 
SPEP.AtlSTS IN TRAVEL TO, 

BULGARIA 
CHINA 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
D.D.R •. 

HUNGARY 
POLAND 

RUMANIA 
U.S.S.R. 

• 
IMMIG

0

RATION, PASSPORT & 
VISA SERVICE 

HOTEL R~(5~~:TIONS t., 
BUS TICKETS 

CN RAil TICKETS .. 
Glif>ARC:l SERVICE 

NOTARIAL SERVICE· 

• 
INTERPRETERS & 
TRANSLATORS .·• 

INSURANCE OF° All KINDS 

APPROVED 
SALES AGENTS 

MR. R. SNEYD 

.,. 

.Arrive at Toronto International Airport no l~ter than 
one hour prior to flight ti.me. Note - aircraft f1y on 
Local City Ti.me. Your free weight al~owance is 44 pounds. 

t~-~: Toronto - Mon. May 6 
Ar. London - Tue. May 7-.,. .· . 

BOAC 600 

At· least 72 hours prior to flight time, 
reconfirm return by calling BOAC. at 
Victoria 2323. · 

Lv. wndon Tue. May 21 - BQ.AC 601 
Ar. Toronto 

·. . 
·, 

REPRESENTATIVES IN All COUNTRIES 

.• 

7:00 p.m. 
6:40 a.m. 

• 2:00 p.m. 
--: 4:35 p.m. 
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If you're a man who hates to wait ... be !!!!!!:-with 

Service 

Did you ever fly off on a trip, and worry whether you'd be able 
to get a rent-a-car at the other end? Or waste time in a strange 
city trying to line one up? 
R1serv1 ahead with Tilden, and you can be sure. Just call your 
local Tilden station in Canada, or National Car Rentals in the 
U.S.A. The car you want- a Chevrolet Caprice or a Pontiac 
Grande Parisienne -will be where you want it, when you want it. 

Now, if you.can't reserve ahead, your best 
bet is still Tilden. Go straight to the Tilden 
counter at the airport, or call Tilden down­
town. We'll always do all we can to help 
you. But-there's only one way to be sure. 
Plan ahead with Tilden Reserve-a-car 
service! 

.,,.,,, _, ,. tAMIIJA. 1111 Hlt tuAOIAI IAllt ,. WUtllt10l tA# AIKTAtl 

BOT/I.DEN RESERVE-A-CAR 

\ 

I • 
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LLOYDS BANK LIMIT.ED 

-
~eign Currency entered below exchanged for 

·~N ATURE.Dl- : · '- ) , 11
-1-.... :,.,-+~---AlJf t~:~-----------------------

rJ 

Currency Amount Rate Sterling Cashier's or Branch 
How Paid Out/or Contra Equivalent Stamp and Initial, 

IS - i ,. . -, 1 I .. ·~ :'" ··' ;< 1_) CIO Note, ,· ' ; 

-y £5 JSotn 

£1 Sot" 

10,. :Sotu 

Sil,·cr ........ 
Bronze 

Checked by 

I Copper 

-7 • m%~--~ ·"";" .. !'!;-!' -i ;3 f r., TOTAI. ., TOTAL ~~):mf:@Wi~~*~-~~»l ; . 
~/'~~?'::: ·-.•~ • ._ •t. ., , ... -_,,._v.l " .·:,CIJ( 

... :, 



~ . . .. -
• •TE DETECTIVES. ~4 h<>nra 

..,...- C<1nft~rntf-.J lncH11rl,..~ 4,:\6 ?.601 
· ClUll'T b•rl•ltt.lnrroom required bJ 

•rlt,.r tt.r,... afriarnnon.,,; a wPrk:. 
Cllntr.1~ (.nn~n~ .-.~tn:n~ J)AJ 20 rna. 
111 ri11r•'1 ono Bo~ R21~. 

-ll~C. P,I). F:O:!O Cort:113 OT. £8:10. 
fl,"''t R.~~.) 

St.:Ht>OL rnr crounftr~ Rt"a~nl\btP. 
r.:,o Ph 2 D lll,•7 D Ill- (;24 
3~H~-1 , 

I. AFRICA? Snnal •er, che-ap 
nlchr!I av:iitl MAY 5R23 tnt'.rn:i­
ll~MI Air. P.~ Nn B~nrl-~t .• W.l. 

SPAIN or l'ORTfrOAL ror<r summ-t'r 
BU A . li!r fl:JZht!; nr.d chol~ '>f 
h'lf"'"!~ r:c,,nc~l:auon •acancln R!ng 
-t~; ~'7(l.t 

THe MISSIHO PER~ONS BUREAU. 
2~shr .,,.,,~ Tel 245 9R9ft. 

BE A BEAUTICIAN 
LtArn btAut:, trtatments make•up. 
m:inirure. Comnltt~ ~ur.•P 25 ll'n.•. 
Day <>r inrt-t!me THE CHRISTINE 
.t;HAW BF./\UTY SCHOOL. 11 C>M 
Bond-a&., London, W.l. !.IAY 38a5 . 

.. 

.L!d­
'\!1Rk 

PERSON, 
Financ4' l. 
W.l !oDp. 
2861. 

SALARIED 1-
LO.-\~.!S LTn. , 
""c·ir:t}· 175 re.., 
RF.O 197J 

.c100 ,., .c2s.ono •tu .. 
EDOWARP: TR!!ST I 
Mount-at W.l. 01-62~. 

l7° HOLIDAY HOUSES, 
BUNGALO\'/S, CARAVAN' 

OUERNSEY. Ju.sf. o;,,r.rd Hi! 
gue,~t bOU.!t. \"af.<'tllC!C.5 Jur 
tember. b. & b, and t71. r. 
8 gn.,c; All~z-sr .. St Pettr • 
Gn1:rn.,e-y 203-lO 

SPAIN. Balea:-:e 1111"6 CM•n• 
CHIT ~ •lllo.< to l•r o•~rlo. 
h<>ll<l•r b» B->x R~09 . 

WIMBLEDON. flr,(1<1av ""'· - • 
l"led oou.;,IAI. WIAI Ss.:.u. 



SILENCERS 

:B,\CKGROUND INFORMATION: Vnrtous types o.f siloncing devices have long been used 
"·i!h varyil'lg degt'3es .:,f success on nearly. nll · typos of small n.rms. · 'The Maxim pa.tent 
:;i!or.ec~ (illustrated b~l::>w) was widely used before silencers were declared illegal in· the 
~- S. under the Nn.tionn.l and ·Fede'rnl Firearms Acts~-. It wns supposed in princip::il ~:> im­
p~1·t a spin t.:> the exiting muzzle gas, thus pr,3venting tho muzzle blnst n.nd resultant noise. 
Other_i:;;0mmo11 types ~ttcmpted t-:> bleed off the gas after it was captured in chambers ,at tl:o 
mu:.:z!e., .usually with. ~o~nplicatcd a1~:rangeinents of flutter valves or -?thcr devices. P~r- · 
haps .~hG most e .:>mm,m and indeed the most efficient design is patterned after the aubr.:ubil~ 
muffler, in which the.gas is captured in a'chambcr nt the muzzle, nnd.cscn.pcs sbwly f£om· 
the chnmbor through the same holes it entered, or through exit holes positioned· at ,:>pp.)site 
sides. · · · 

LEGAL NOTE: Due t-o the effective _use of silenced firearms by p6achers and assassins~ 
n•any-c::>untries have stringent legal c•:mtral of any type ;:>f firearm silencing device. Indccct,· 
in the United Stat~s they fall under tho purvi-2w of Title 22, Foreign Relations, Chapter i, 
Dcp;irtmcnt of·Statc·Regul::ttion 108.42rncviscd Sul>-:-chapter M, Scption 121. 01, Category 1, 
Pn.ragraph (c) in that they arc. listod us. an implement of war requiring a ·spacin.l iicensc for 
importation. They a.ls.:> come under t}lo purview ::>f Part 179:<>f _Title 26, 9or1e of Fcdcrr-.1 
Rogulations (Nati-on..1.l Firearms Act) in that they_ are defined as a fircc..r1n. requiring a· 
special .$200 tax stamp plus federal registration uµon manufacture or change of ownership. 
l~pplicatiori frw the-tux st:imps and registratio.n. is obtained fr-:>m the Alcohol and Tobacc.:, 
Tax Unit, Internal RGveilue Service, U.S. Treasury Department. Should omc make such r;. 
aikm~ing device without proper c;,,.eniption (available to P'olice and other authorized c..ger.cies) 
he is li:i.blc to the tax, plus the interest and penalties thoreon,c.in additfonto possible 
crim~nn.l liability for pena.ltics under Section 5861, I. R. C. 

MECHANICAL THEORY: · The noise on cartridges which travel slower than sound comes 
from the. blast of hot expandfog gas bursting from the muzzle, or around the breech ir. :'.. 
revolver. A. device which effectively captu1~es this blast of gas ·and ·releases it slowly c110ugh 
will therefore silence.the firearm, at least.in theory. · The.re are exceptions ·to this, however, 
\Vhich must be noted. The more obvious arc open-breeched wcapons·such as a revolver :>r· 
revolving rifle; which allow ri. blast to escape around the cylinder. Indeed, even unlocked · 
breech weapons such as sub-mach,ing.guns allow a flash to cscap(.3 from the ejection port: 
The British Sten ::md the American M;..3·wero both fitted with rudimentary silencers which, 
proved effective for special.missions in spite· of this minor defect, however. 

The second n,otablc exception becomes -apparent \vhen one considers that not all 
cartridges can be $ilcmced, as projectiles which leave the muzzle faster than the speed of 
s~:ncl (nb::>ut 1140 f. p. s.) cico.tc a not~ of their own as they travel through the afr, and the 

. partial vacuum they leave behind creates nois\3 when the air rushes back in. Therefore·, ,ve. 
will hereafter consider only those cb.rtridgcs which can be obtained factory loaded to vclo- · · 
cities below tho speed of s,:>und (many other c:i.rtridgos may _also be hand-loaded to suitabl3 
velocities; but since.tho possibilities arc inn umerablc they will hot be dealt with here). Tbs 
most common carti'iJges in the silcnceable category are: . 22 .CB Cap, . 22 Short, .'2$ & ,.32 
,\.uto, . ·32 S & W, . 32 S & W Long, • 32 Short Colt, . 32 Long Colt, . 32-20 Winchestc;::-, 
. 38 S&W, . 38 S&W Special, • 38 Short Colt, • 3G Long Colt, • 38 ACP, • 380 Auto, 9MM 
Luger ·(Parubellum), • 38-40 Winchester, . ~1 Short, • ,a Long Colt, • ,g Spcci:1.1 & Russi~ll, 
• •~·1-~0 Winchester,' • 1.:5 ACP ~ . ,;5 Long Colt, • •155 Webley (Eley) Revolver, . ,;55 Webloy • 
(Eloy)_ i'..utomatic;· ·plus a Wide select.ion of shotgun ca.rtriclges loaded with solid b.alls. 

,\!though the above-mentioned Maxim silencers nttempted to stop the noiso by not 
only cn}iuring but also breaking up aml giving spin to them, the most effoctivc silencers· 
h .. 1.vc bccn,thc captive type, whether of the complicated "blccc!-cff" valvc-relcn.sc or the 
simple "aut-Jmobilc muffler" type. . Tho m::>st cffccti.vc cartridge selection is obvi.::Jusly one 
with the .:reuviost p:>ssi.hle projectile tra.velhg nt the lower velocity, such as-the . L~5 AOP. 
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"' or .'45 Long Colt. The favorites of professional p-oac,hers are single-shot rifles firino- • 43 

?r .• 45 rifle cartridges loaded to low· velocities,. The rifle has ~he additional advantag~ that 
1ts_ longer barrel tends- to minimize tbe muzzle blast,• as l!lOSt of the powder is completely 

.'.burned before it reaches the muzzle. · · 

I~_ is also obviC?US that since the purpose of the silencer is to capture the gas and 
. ,release it slowly, the smaller caliber arms will need only a smaller chamber in which to 
contain this captured gas than does a larger cartridge with its resultant larger. volume o: ·· · 
escaping gas. The • 22 "scratch" pistols used a silencer which was approximately one inch 
in cHa_mcter and eight inches long. The British Sten was fitted with n silencer which 0Mil·c-1r•d 
_the barrel and was about 2 1/2" to 3'' in diameter. A • 45 ACP weapon should have ·a chamber 
about.3" in diameter and at least 4".long in order to be effective and safe. It must be re- · 
membered that th0se escaping gases are ·under strong pr'essure, and the silencer must b~ 

••• ·¥ very sturdily designed and constructed in order to withstand the working pressures involved. 
- • -- - -- c·ortriin modern .. designs have incorporated ::m c,u:tq clk1.mbcr-which is constructed of.hc~vy. 

rubber, which expands to contain the volume of g:1~ at the instant of firing, but which is 
compact and not liable to burst and throw danger9us shrapnel. An old trick of country crow 
hunters is to put a baby-bottle nipple on the end of his. 22, which is good.for several.rounds 
before it becomes too ragged to be effective. 

As the length of the ba.rrcl is important due to the fo.c•t that a longer barrel allows the 
powder to be completely burned before the blast reaches the muzzle, it is rcadily_seen that 
tho faster-burning pistol powders (such as Hercules. Bullseye) are more practical, since 
they accomplish the same thing in a shorter, _ moro :pomon.ct b~rrel. · 

"BLEED-OFF" DESIGNS: The "bleed-off" systems will be mentioned only in passing; _n.s 
they arc less practical, less safe and much more complicated in design than the more popular 
"automobile muffler" types. These must by their nature be built to much closer tolerances 
and constructed to withstand greater pressures than other types. This is largely dltc to fac 
fact that they divert tho gas p1~cssurc first to the pressure chamber ,through "Small ch'3C!( 
valves, then from the chamber through other small valves into the atmosphere, or in some 
designs merely through. small exit ports •. ·1u these designs, the chamber is usually not · 
filled with any type of acousticril packi~g. As these ·are more complicated to design and 

. bnild, they arc favored by neither designers nor gt1.nsmiths. A schmnntic diagram is Bhown 
below to illustrate the principal of operation .-- it- is not intended as a blueprint for jack­
knife gunsmiths who would break the law and jeopardize, their safety with a soldered booby-

' trap. · · 
------~-"---- --- . ~ ... -

AUTOMOBILE .MUFFLER" DESIGNS: The effoctivcnqss of this d!3s~gn depends on• a--p~·cssurc:i 
chamber of sttfficie_nt size and strength to caphtrc the exp:rn<ling gases from the burning gun-:­
powdcr and allow a drop in p1·cssurc before the projectile leaves tho muzzle of the gun· 
Th.Jreforo, these arc usually fitted to the mnzzlc, although in the case of certain designs 
they telescope .the barrel n.nd the r;n:s f:-'!ntry ports ~re just forward ·of the chamber (as in some 
<lcsigns built for the Sten and. US l',I-3; the design for•thc Sten even nllowed the pressure to 
drop to a point where the projectile -left the muzzle ri.t 'less th:m the spP<"'d of sound). The 
part of th.:i barrel which is c~>Vercd by the prc~sm·l! ch:imh~r is slotted or pcrfo1:ate<l to 
~lbw the g~sC'R t,, "nt,,r frc•<>ly. This chamber is mmnUy p:idwd with some type uf nGrni.stical 
dond0nin1{ m:itcrial (such :1.s co:,n;l, t.ipnn Y,1~.s.s,· .st<>t~l wo9l, bron:,;c w::>ol, etc.). This oo.sir;n. 
although very simple, serves a two-fold purpose in that the gases nro Jx1ffkrl n.s they oriter 
and exit the chnmhcr, ~nd th<> high prci:;.surc which can.so~ thc·objcct.ionnhlc 11111:,;z,.-. h1:)st 
is lowered before the prvj\.!ctilc -leaves the barrel. For th<>i=i0 nn<l other rcnsnns, this 
desicm has proved to be the 1110F:t pr.t<:_1 i,·:i l !111cl f":11 iHft1Ptory in use·. It is well to note here 
that ;Hh,•n:~h 1h"~" ~il<'n,-.ini; ll\.!vi<'<'.S .sc>cm very simple in design, they must be built to 
with,,l:,11~1 trL•tn<'nd,,11.s pe<'f:Ru1·cs in use, ancl their construction should not oe undertaken by 
•• ''·' llll<Jllrl lifiNl .-,,. 11nr.ki 11,.,1 l'\ ·r~nn,:; morely bccnu.sc they ha. VI.! (lf>('<'R.S tn t.lw JlP('f'.SRnry· ton} s 

nnrl 1n,H•hin,-•l·.v rinil a low regard for th,, 1:iwt=: inv,,lvccl . 

•. 
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F•>r the sake of simplicity the below representative plan is of a silencer attached to a . 4GAC.'.l 
ealiber l\'~ -3 "Grease gun" sub-machine gun. This weapon is ideal in that it has a handily pru-· 
t:·uding barrel, solid construction and a good cartridge. To be truly effective, the· presst•rc 
ch:unber must have a volume in excess of 25 cubic inches (the smaller it is, the more sturd­
ily it nrnst be constr:ucted, as the pressure v.;ill be greater). This is accomplished in a 
c;1ambcr 3" in diameter and about 4" long, b~t these proportions· may be altered to conform 
to the particular weapon,· as long as the volume remains the same or larger. For the sake 
of safoty; a silencer of the captive type ·should be !vrapped with heavy canvas or glass· cloth. 
5.n case 0f a rupture, and for insulation, as nearly rill silencing devices grow quite hot W1clcr 
sustained fire. Also, great care must be taken that the inside of the silencers align perfectly 
with the bore before a round is ever fired, and for this reason it is wise to have this inner 
w:111 largcr than the bore and projectile size. 

As it is usually impractical within the limits of ·existing regulations for the individual to . 
construct silencing attachments, a very practical and inexpensive device may be constructed 
from a small crate about two ieet square, from wr,ich is- suspended cloth strips held with · ----
chickan wire. on the inside in a circular lining ,vhich acts as an acoustical deadening dovicc 
bat does not actually attach to the weapon; this being very practical fo11 indoor ranges when · 
placed around the muzzle of the arm, or suspended from the ceiling for pistol shooting. As 
this sort of arrangement is more of a muzzle-blast muffler and is •away from the muzzle by 
a ~oot or so on all_ sides, it has ~he advantage of not interfering with and sights. · 

Additional information on silencers may be obtained from: ''Pistols, Rifles and Machine 
Guns", Maj. W. G. B. Allen, English Universities Press; ''T.he World's Submachine Guns", 
Thomas Nelson, International SmallArms Publichers, Cologne; and the "Gun Digest'.' 1964 
18th Edition. . 

1/2" to 3" bell . 
reducer 

3" nipple, 4'' or 5" long 

THE "lvJAX!l\1'' TYPE PATENT SILENCER 
Barrel pressure charnber · · stamped mct.1.l hnffles :' . 'to cnpttire gas"'\ . . . . . to give spin to gns· (18 in r..11) · _ 
~ ,- ... ··--·-----·~- .- __ -. ____ ..:...:_ __ .. _ ·--\...:,,- ...... ·. ,· ,:· .... ·)· .: .. :.-: _____ :-... ..: .... _. ______ - ----.. , 

_ . .,._- ---·-----, _, i \ . .- '.' -, '•t-•/;4 . i' 
;,,,' Ii ~ 1 ·1 If,'•,-'/ '' 
'':,r__J - · - .. 'i .. -L. - I• :., l,,,., ., __ ✓ ;: ,.,-- ~-~·-:·~- l ~-r-=-· _ center or~ :;; \ff·-=--.,- - --- ---:~ 
, _________ ..:,.:_1- t >1 ~~J\}.:~.. •j 

:'j_~--~-· ··- ------·-· ··- - -··· ···•· - ~ . . -:=·· .. "!.:-· ◄ --=--·'' .______ t~ ·• -··------ ----, 
/thr0n.ds schmctic only, not to sen.lo ',.light mct~l tube-

3/ 
.. 



.... . 

SILENCERS •••• -3 

RESUME: Thus far we have learned that the silenced firearm is preferably of large bore 
and low velocity, closed-:breech design (such as an automatic pis~ol or rifle); it has the 

,. . 

--longest possible barrel;- the-cartridge is best if as heavy as·possible. and loaded to velo­
cities less than 1140, f. p. s. ; a fast-burning powder is preie1~able in order to lessen the 
length of barrel. necessary for complete burning. The following schematic diagrams: illus­
trate the principles involved in the various silencers, and show how effective silencers are 
built by authorized, competent gunsmiths: 

"BLEED-OFF;" SILENCER, SCHEl'A.A TIC 
~ -.. 

• 
Check valves Pressure chamb~r 
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