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Copy to: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Report of: SA JOE C. HESTER Office: Memphis 
Date: June 10, 1968 

Field Office File #.: ME 44-1987 Bureau File #.: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICl'IM 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO Avom CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY 

---iX PROSECUTIVB SUDARY: 

I • NARRATIVE OF OFFENSE 

At about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, while standing 
on the second floor balcony outside Room 306 of the Lorraine 
Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., was struck in the right side of the face 
by a single bullet believed to have been fired from a 
30-06 rifle. While no witnesses actually observed the 
killer fire the shot that killed Dr. KING, it is believed 
that this shot came from the bathroom window of a rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
(See Crime Scene Sketch, page 4.) It is a distance of 207 
feet from the bathroom to the spot where Dr. KING fell. 
Persons inside the rooming house report hearing a shot, 
and one of the rooming house tenants feels certain this shot 
was fired from the bathroom of the rooming house. Persons 
in the rooming house then report seeing a white male run 
down the hall of the rooming house in the direction of the 
South Main Street entrance. They report that he was carrying 
a long package wrapped in either cloth or newspaper. 

Persons in a store at 424 South Main Street 
report that minutes after Dr. KING was shot, a white male 
running south on South Main Street dropped a bundle on the 
sidewalk in front of 424 South Main Street as he ran past 
that store. While no one observed this man enter an 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to \\ 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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automobile, they reported seeing alaollt iamediately a 
white Mustang leaving the area at a bigb rate of speed, 
going north on South Main Street. 

Ko one in the rooaing house baa been able to 
positively identify the individual who fired the shot and 
fled fro• the rooaing house; however, evidence indicates 
that the person firing the shot was a man who bad that 
saae day at about 3:00 to 3:30 p.a. rented Room 5-B in 
the naae JOIIM WILLARD. · 

Among those articles found abandoned in front 
of 424 South Main Street was a 30-06 rifle with a 
telescopic sight, which was deterained to have been 
purchased March 29-30, 1968, at Aeroaarine Supply Company, 
Bir■ingbaa, Alabaaa, by a ■an claiaing to be HARVEY 
ID'IIIYBR, 1907 South 11th Street, Birainghall, Alabama. 
Subsequent investigation disclosed that there was no such 
person as IDWIIYBR at that address. Also found abandoned 
with the rifle were undershorts, a T-shirt, binoculars, 
a newspaper, an after-ehave lotion bottle, two unopened 
beer cans, a six-transistor radio, and a brown and green 
bedspread in which this bundle was wrapped. 

A canvass of aotela in the lleapbia area for 
persona driving a white Mustang disclosed that on 
April 3, 1968, one ERIC s. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Biraingbaa, Alabaaa, had registered at the Rebel Motor 
Hotel, lleapbia, Tennessee, and bad left prior to 1:00 
p.a. on April 4, 1968. GALT wu driving a white Mustang 
with an Alabaaa license. Inve.atigation to further 
identify GALT disclosed that be had not resided at that 
address since about October 1967 and bis whereabouts 
was unknown. 

Latent fingerprint& found on tbe rifle and other 
articles abandoned in front of 424 South Main Street were 
subsequently found to be identical with those of JAMES 
EARL UY, l'BI Mo. 4059420, who bad escaped on April 23, 
1967, fro■ the llisaouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, where he was serving a 20-year sentence 
for Armed Robbery. By aeana of photographic identification 
and by handwriting coaparison, it was deterained that 
JAMBS EARL RAY was identical with the -n who bad used 
the naae ERIC S. GALT. The white Mustang belonging to 
GALT was abandoned at Atlanta, Georgia, on the morning 
of April 5, 1968. 
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.JAIIBS URL RAY was arrested June 8, 1968, at 
London, England, by officers of Mew Scotland Yard, at 
which tiae be waa found to be in possession of a 
canadian pasaport in the naae of RAIIOH GBORGB SMBYD. 
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II. RADS 01' DBl'BNDAJft'S 

JADS URL RAY 

III. DATE ARD PLACE 01' CRIB 

April 4, 1968, at Meaphis, Tennessee 

IV. STATVl'B OI' LIMITATIOD 

There will be no bar to proeecution as process 
baa been outstanding since April 17, 1968, for the Civil 
&qht• violation and on May 7, 1968, RAY was indicted by 
a 8belby County, Tenn-■ee, Grand Jury for l'ir■t Degree 
Murder. 

V • OTBBR DATA DLPl'UL TO UlfITBD STATES ATTOUBY 

In addition to proc-• outstanding for this 
offense, it is noted that on July 20, 1967, a coaplaint 
was filed before United Statea Collllis■ioner w. c. SHBLBY, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, charging JAIQS BABL RAY with 
Unlawful Plight to Avoid Confi .... nt in violation of 
Title 18, u. s. Code, Section 1073. A warrant was issued 
that saae date. Thia coaplaint was in connection with 
UY'• escape from the tis■ouri State Penitentiary on 
April 23, 1967. 

VI. PULIMIRARY PBOBIICOTIVB AC?IOH 

On April 17, 1968, a coaplaint was filed by 
SAC JOSBPR B. GAMBLE before United States Collllissioner 
MilDIBD I'. SPRAGUE, Biraiqhall, Alabaaa, charging that 
DIC STARVO GALT in violation of Title 18, U.S. Code, 
Section 241, did conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, 
or intiaidate MARTIR urrm KIHG, JR., in the free 
exercise and enjoyaent of his rights secured by the 
Conatitution of the United State■, naaely the right to 
freely travel fro■ state to state. A warrant was 
issued April 17, 1968, and bond was recoJ111ended in the 
aaount of $50,000. 

On May 7, 1968, a Shelby County, Tennessee, 
Grand Jury at lleaphi■, Tennessee, returned an indictaent 
charging that JAMBS KARL RAY did unlawfully, feloniously, 

8 
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willfully, deliberately, premeditatedly, and of his malice 
aforethought, kill and ■urder MARTIN WTIIER KING, JR. 
A capias for his arrest was issued May 7, 1968. 

JAMES EARL RAY was arrested June 8, 1968, at 
London, England, by officers of Mew Scotland Yard, and 
is presently in their custody on local charges. He was 
arrested in possession of a Canadian passport in the name 
of RAMON GEORGE S:NBYD. He was ar■ed at the ti■e of his 
arrest. 

VII. :NAIIBS AID ADDRESSBS OF WITlfESSBS ARD 
WHAT THBY CAN' TBSTift TO 

A. The followinf persona are tenant■ of the rooaing 
house at 422t South Kain Street, lleaphis, Tennessee, 
fro■ where it is believed the fatal shot was fired. 
These witnesses testify as follows: 

1. 

lleapbis, Tennessee 

Between 3:00 p.a. and 3:30 p.a. on April 4, 1968, 
she rented Roo■ 5-B at 422½ South llain Street for a period 
of one week to a white -le uaing the na- JOHN WILLARD. 
She did not require that be sign a register, and she did 
not see him again after renting the roo■• She is unable 
to identify RAY fro■ photographs. At about 6:00 p.a. on 
April 4, 1968, she heard what she thought to be a gunshot 
co■ing f roa the rear of the roo■~ house; however, she 
did not see or bear anyone runni from the roo■ing house. 

2. Mr. WILLIAM CHARLE ANSCHUTZ 
-422½ South llin St et 
lleaphis, Ten•ssee - --Mr. A:NSClllrl'Z resides in Roo■ 4-B of this rooming 

house, where on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he heard 
what he believed was a gunshot. Iuaediately after bearing 
the gunshot, he opened his door onto the hallway and saw 
a white ■ale running down the hall toward the South Main 
Street entrance and holding bis hand and ar■ over his face 
in such a way as to prevent ANSCHUTZ'• getting a good look 
at hi■• A:NSalVI'Z co■■ented to this running un that he 
thought he bad heard a shot. This man answered, "Yeah, 
it was a shot." ANSCHUTZ observed that this man was 
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carrying a long package which appeared to be wrapped in 
a blanket. He can teatify that the gunahot which he 
heard wa• fired nearby but he ia unable to aay from 
exactly where. Be i• unable to identify photographs of 
JAMBS KARL RAY aa being the runn~;, -n. 

3. llr. CBARLB8 QUIT~BPHEHS 
~ 422½ sopth 111a street 
••Phi■, Tenn••••• 

llr. STBPIDDfS occupies Apartment 6-B, consisting 
of two rooa, one of which ha• a c-■on wall wi,. th the 
batbroo■ that is located at the rear of the roo■ing house. 
Soaetiae between 5:00 p.a. and 6:00 p.a. on April 4, 1968, 
STEPIODfS heard a gun■bot which he believes was fired from 
the bathrooa. At the ti ■e be beard the abot, STBPHB:NS 
was in the room of his apart■ent which baa the co111110n wall 
with the bathroom. When STBPHBIIS opened his door from 
bis apartment into the hallway, be observed a aan running 
along the hallway toward the South Kain Street entrance. 
This man was carrying a bundle described by STBPIIBMS as 
being three or four feet long and as being wrapped in 
so■etbing, possibly a newspaper. STBPIIBHS had earlier 
observed the new tenant in Rooll 5-B but had seen only the 
left side of his face. ST.IPHBMS now states that the 
profile photoeraph of JAMBS EARL IAY -de in 1960, appearing 
on FBI Wanted Flyer 442-A, "looa like" the man who rented 
Room 5-B on April 4, 1968. 

STBPIIERS recalls that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, he heard the occupant of Roo■ 5-B on several 
occasions visit the bathrooa at the end of the hall. He 
recalls that each tille this person re■ained in the bathroom 
for a considerable period of ti■e and that this individual 
bad been in the batbroo■ some 20 to 30 minutes prior to the 
time STBPHBNS beard the gu1111hot. 

4. Jira GRA~BAi~TBPHBMS 

_ :!!!h::if:..:i-:!reet 
Mr■• STBPIIEMS was ill on April 4, 1968, and spent 

the day in bed in Apartment 6-B at this address. At about 
6:00 p.a. on April 4, 1968, she heard a noise that sounded 
like a firecracker, and abe then heard footsteps as someone 
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left the bathroo■ and moved rapidly along the hallway 
toward the South Main Street entrance. She did not leave 
her roo■ after hearing thi• loud noiae and waa not in a 
position to observe anyone in the hallway. 

B. The following individuals were standias J\-1 en: 
near Dr. MART IM LtJTRBR KllfG, JR. , at t.. tiaa 
he was struck by the fatal bullet. Dr. Dl(G 
was standing on the balcony outside Room 306 

\ 

of the Lorraine Motel and was talking to a 
number of persons standing in the aotel parking 
lot just beneath the balcony. These persons 
observed Dr. KING at the instant he waa struck 
or seconcla later, but none of thea observed 
the killer or are in a position to aay exactly 
-where the abot w fired fro■: 

1. 

\ 
\ 2. Mr 

~1::a..-:uu-.....&--.iUlll:J 
Jr. 

I 
\ 

\ lie 

Re 
22 

)a. 
' . //";/: 
~· ···., 4. 

5. 

6. 

\ ', 
"----
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C. The following three individuals were inside Canipe 
.Amuae•nt Company, a store located at 424 south 
llain Street, Memphis, Tennessee, in front of which 
was dropped a large bundle which was subsequently 
determined to be a rifle, binoculars, a tranaistor 
radio, and numerous other it•-• all of which were 
partially wrapped in a brown and green bedspread. 
These witnesses can stify as follows: 

1. JR. 

Memphis, Tennessee 

llr. CAlfIPI: is the owner of canipe Amusement Company 
located at 424 South llain Street. On tbe late afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, at about 6:00 p.a., he heard a "thud" near 
the front door of his store and looking up he saw a white 
m.ale walking past his store going south on South Main Street. 
Kr. CAlfIPB walked to his front door, observed a bundle 
lying in front of the door, looked to see what had 
happened to the •n who had dropped the bundle, and at 
almost that sam.e aoaent observed a am.all white car pulling 
away from the curb on the east aide of South Main Street 
at a point just south of caaipe's store. Re was unable to 
furnish the make ot the •-11 white car which he observed. 
Turning his attention to the bundle left in front of his 
store, he observed tbat this consisted of a rifle in a 
long cardboard box, a suitcase, and a green cloth which 
he thought m.ight ~ a curtain. This bundle was not touched 
by him. and was subeequently removed by a police officer. 
Mr. CANIPE got only a fl .. ting glimpse of the aan he had 
seen walking past his store. 

2. Mr • BERN~IIII.BY 
it&& l\p:L;~ 
Meaphis, Tennessee 

Mr. FIRLBY arrived at Canipe Am.use■ent Company, 
424 South Main Street, Memphis, 19nn.esaee, at about 5:30 
p .m., t\Pril 4, 1968, in the caapany of'a~-rriend, Mr. 
JULIUSXGRARAM. At about 6:00 p.a., FIRLBY heard a noise 
like ••unshot, and a minute or two later heard a second 
noise near the front door of CaaJpe's store. FIRLBY, 
GRAHAM, and CAlfPPB all went to the front door of the 
store, where they observed a bundle lying imm.ediately in 
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front of the door. Mr. FIRLIY obeerved at this time a 
white male walking rapidly along the sidewalk in a 
southerly direction on South Main Street. Mr. FINLEY 
then beard the squeal of automobile tires and observed 
a white Mustang going north on Main Street. He did not 
at first associate the -n be bad seen on foot with the 
aan be subsequently saw in the Mustang, but after 
considering what happened, be decided they were probably 
the saae person. He can testify that the bundle dropped 
in front of Canipe'• store co•isted of a rifle with a 
telescopic sight, a suite e, and a cloth folded over 
both iteM. 

804 Korth fifth Str!!t 
... Mimpliia, Tennesaee ,, 

-------Mr. GRAHAM, together with a friend, Mr. BERNELL 
FINLBY, arrived at canipe Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Meaphis, Tennessee, at about 5:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. When he arrived at 424 South Main Street, 
GRAHAM observed that a white Mustang was parked at the 
curb just south of canipe Aaus•aent Company. While 
inside Canipe Amusement Coapany ~ GRAHAM beard no unusual 
noise except the sound of a package being dropped on the 
sidewalk in front of canipe's store. Prior to hearing 
this noise, he ob&erved a -n running along the sidewalk 
going south on South Main Street, and he obeerved bia 
drop this bundle in front of C&nipe's store. He subeequently 
beard the squeal of autoaobile tires and observed a white 
Mustang speeding north on South llain Street. GRAHAM can 
testify that the bundle dropped in front of Canipe'• store 
consisted in part of a gun barrel in a large cardboard 
box which was wrapped with a green cloth. 

D. Physical evidence found in front of 
424 South Main Street 

(The FBI Laboratory and the FBI Identification 
Division, both at Washington, D. C., will provide expert 
testimony regarding the examination of physical evidence 
as set forth below and as set forth elsewhere in this 
report.) 
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1. Inspector N. B. ZACHARY 
lleaphis Police Departaent 
Meaphis, Tennessee 

Inspector ZAalARY can testify that he took 
possession of the bundle found on the sidewalk in front 
of Canipe Aauseaent Coapany and that the following items 
were among the ite• recovered: 

a. A Reainston Game Master rifle, 
Model 760, Serial No. 461476, OD 
which was aounted a Redfield 
telescopic sight, Serial Mo. Al7350; 

b. Binoculars, -nufactured by Bushnell, 
Serial Mo. DQ408664; 

c. First section of the April 4, 1968, 
iaaue of the "COllll8rcial Appeal," a 
daily newspaper published at lleaphis, 
Tennessee; 

d. Plaatic bottle of Mennen Afta 
shavins lotion; 

e. An unopened can of Schlitz beer; 

f. A •ix-tranaistor portable radio with 
the nuaber 00416 scratched on the aide 
of the radio; 

g. One pair of underahorts and one T-shirt; 

h. A green and brown bedspread. 

2. The Latent Fingerprint Section of the FBI 
Identification Division advised that one latent fingerprint 
on this rifle, one latent fingerprint on the telescopic 
sight, one latent fingerprint on the binoculars, one latent 
fingerprint on the nenpaper, one latent fingerprint on the 
plastic bottle of Aft• aad one latent fiqerprint on the 
Schlitz beer can haft '8•• identified with the fingerprints 
of JAMBS EARL RAY, Jr111 ... 405942G. 
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3. The nwaber 00416 scratched into the aide of the 
portable radio is the inaate nwaber at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary-for JADS URL UY. llr. JAMES SCHULTE, Manager, 
Inaate Canteen, Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City, Miaaouri, can testify that when an imaate at the 
Missouri State Penitentiary purchases a radio, his inaate 
nwaber is etched into the radio and that tbe JNfi■on 
treasurer is notified of the inaate•a purchase. 

4. llr. 11. J. STD.ART, Treasurer, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, JeAtraon City, Missouri, can testify 
that JAMBS :&lRL RAY'• lliaaouri State Penitentiary Imaate 
Hwaber was 00416, and he can produce a ledcer reflecting 
that on April 21, 1967, JAMBS URL RAY purchased a radio 
for $9.75. 

5. The FBI Laboratory exaaination revealed that 
the undershorts and T-ehirt each bears a laundry tag on 
which appears the printed characters "028-6." Only a 
portion of the first charact r is present on each tag. 

6. JBRO BRBOH-L~ Boodll•, 8••• 1 

- ~:!:!:~~~~~~il;!~l:!''1:i~!:':=~:,:: operated the Hoae y an Dry Cleaning Coapany, 5280 Hollywood 
Boulevard, Loa Angeles, California, fro■ about January 16, 
1968, to March 23, 1968, and during this period he had a 
regular cuato•r n&Md BRIC GALT who came in each Saturday 
afternoon with a bundle of laundry, which usually conaisted 
of undershorts, T-ehirta, and dreas shirts. VERMOH was 
shown the T-ehirt and uaderahorts found in front of 424 
South Main Street, Meapbia, and be identified the laundry 
markings on them as being si■ilar to the mark used at his 
laundry. 
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BRIIAK~ 340 Horth N!rtell • 
.....!!~-4YUJIU!-~~~~~•• bu in aD poeaession Boae Service 

undry and Dry Cleaniq laundry liat nuaber 3065 with 
Thenao Seal sticker 028-6 with the na• B. GALT. 

s. Saaple• of the TberllO Seal -rking aachine 
Model RB-5n, Serial Muaber 31454, in posaession of the 
Hoae Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning Coapany, 5280 
Hollywood Boulevard, ID& Angele■, California, using the 
nuabers and lettera 028-6 on red colored tape were 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory. The l'BI Laboratory 
advised that the apec:l.ae• fro■ thia aachine are siailar 
in color, conatruction, aad coapoaition to tbe laundry 
tapes appearing on tbe flilb1rt and underahort• recovered 
at llellpbis. The tape• •111111111tted by Loe Aqelea are of 
varyin1 leqtba; however,• ai1nificant differences were 
noted between the T-abirt and uncleraborts laundry tapes 
when coapared with soae of the spec tans suba:ltted by 
Loe An,elN, indicatins that thky y have orisinated from 
the•- aachine. 

9. llr. RALPH IIBRBDIT CARPENTER_. 4844 Durbin 
Street, lleapbi•i Tenn••••• a l•-n at York AnMI · 
'COllpany, 112 lout& &id &tiwt, lleapbis, Tenn•••••• can 
testify that at about 4:00 p.a. on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, be ■old a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
to an individual whoa be later identified fro■ pb01:ographs 
a■ being identical with JAME UBL UY. Be ■old these 
binocular• for $39.95 and wrote on the aide of the cardboard 
box in which the binoculara ca• the price $39.95 and the 
a■ount of the tax, which was $1.60, and added the two 
figure• for a total of $41.55. Be ■tated tbe ■tore does 
not record the serial number of these binoculars but that 
he could identify the binoculars fro■ his writing oa tbe 
box. It is noted that found with the binoculara ... ea 
cardboard box in which the binoculars had been oriciully 
shipped and on which appeared the figures u de■crlbed by 
Mr. CARPBMTD. Also found with the binoculars were a 
sales slip and a paper bag, on the side of which was 
printed York Ar- Coapany. 
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E. IDYNtiptiOD dillcloaed that one ERIC s. GALT, 
2608 111gi.laad Annu• Biraillghaa Alabula, r .. iatend •~ 
the Rebel llotor IIOtel, -pbia, +.;•••••• on April 3 1 1988, 
and departed April,, 1988. Be,,.. driYi.Dc a lluataq bearing 
an .&labUa Lie-. Subaeflu•t lnffatiption to id-.t:l.fy 
GALT diaclOIMNI 'tbat be bad aot rNided at 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Biraingba■, ■inc• October 1987. Witae•• at tbe Rebel Motor 
Hotel can tatify u foll~•: . 

1. IIH. -D 1'.11.Utla 
DNtk Cl,rk.MAW 19:t•l 
All 1'1Mr .&"811•• -e1a, .Jenn•••-

..._ . ... 
llre. IIIGl!IIASftll was• duty April 3, 1988, fro■ 

3:00 p.a. until 10:00 P••• At 7:15 P••• ·• April 3, 1968, 
·- registered DIC a .• GALT into Rooa 34. lie iaclicat~ o-. 
hia resiatration card tbat.lle was clri•1- a ■uatang autOIIObile 
with Ala-.... Lie-• 1-38993. 11r11. •••a• 1a unable 1:e 
identify pbotop-apba of .1&1118 EARL UY ••11»etac identical~ 
BRIC GALT. 

2.' :::~=:a~\ .. 
KU 11•T •••••· •• ,.. ... , Im ••!! 

MiM-111.tT. adY~bat~·th:-'"•-~ re--~---.. ~.-. -o-::f:--ri ... &i __ t_·-e-tel 
indicate aIC s·. GALT ■uat ha•• checked out of Rooa 34 so■eti■e 
prior to 1:00 ••••, April 4, 1~, otben1-e the reOQrds 
would iaclicate be was cbarged witll two days lodglng instead 
of one day. ■1• OLLY 1a _.ble to ld•tify pllotographa 
of a.as URL UY .. being id•tical with DIC s. GALT. 

'Ille l'BI laboratory concluded tbat t1"t aig•ture 
of DIC s. GALT appearing cm the Rebel ■otor Hotel r~istration 
card was prepared by the .... iad~vldual who prepared other 
apecUMDII ■ubaitted uader tbe na• DIC 8. GALf. The FBI 
laboratory baa alao concluded that the bandwritina. apeci■ens 
aub■itted under tbe aa■e axes. GALT are identical with 
the banclwritlng and printed aaterial.known to be the 
bandwritiDg of J.&DS URL UY. 

-17-



IIE 44-1987 

F. Inv•tigaticm deterained that ERIC s. GALT resided. 
at the Bccmoay Roalling Bouse, Birllingbaa, Alaba•, from 
Auguat 29, 1917~1:llr b October 7, 1967. 

1. CIIIB.R8, 
OWD , lconoay Rocaing Bouse 
NOi ~laad Ayeaue, 

J!¥•lis, 1&61• .. 

llr. c...- eaa tNtify to the :fact that ERIC s. 
GALT r•ided at the Sconoay ROOll'lDC .,... frOII August 26, 
1967, tllroup afP"'«w1Mi;ely Oc~ 7, 1~7. CBDPBS can 
tMti:fy to tbe tact tbat tbe pbotogr&pll o:f JI .. B.UL RAY 
tak• at tbe graduation of tbe bartenclera acbaol 1n 
Loa Aaaelea, C&llfornla, on llarcb 2, 1968, retlecting 
BAY'• •Y• open,... tbe t like,.... o:f tbe aan known 
to bill u DIC s. GALT 

la .... 

Ill'. IDILl,y who is eaplo,ed a■ a cook at tbe Econm1.y 
ROOlling Bouae, caa '•tlfy tut aa ladivldual eccupying 
ROOII 14 o:f the Econoay Rooauas Bouale t,lllder the aaae of 
ERIC GALT r•ided at tbl&t rooaing boqse :froa approxiaately 
tbe latter part of Aupat 1917 to early October 1987. 
OLLY can t•tify tbl&t the pllotopapb ot JiAIIIB URL RAY 
taken at tblt graduation of tJae biarMll4 .... acboo1 on 
arch 2 1 1988, 1a IAII .Aagel•, C&liforaia, sboirlng t ... 
ey• in aa opm poaiti• n■ definit•ly id•ti"al with 
the individual Iman to bill a■ BllIC 8. GALT Wbo resided 
at tbe Econoay RoollliDC JIN■e in Birlliapaa.in 1987 •. 

G. Purcbue of 19M ■u■taag by DIC s. GALT at 
Biraiagbl&a1 Alaballa. 

1 •.. WII.LWI »::::::un:, sa. 
'(01 tft~·Soath 

. B~~e»=@ ~-~-

llr. PAISLEY can t•tify to the :fact that an 
individual known to hill by the naae of ERIC GALT answered 
PAISLEY'• ad appearing in a local newspaper in Bir■ingba■ 
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regarding PllISLBY'• offer to sel1 a 1966 white Mustang. 
Re can t•tify tbat oa Aquat 30, 1967, GlLT -t PAISLEY 
at tbe :rtrat ati-1 Bulk buildias1_~inl1Dsba•, where 
GAL1' paid PAdLn $1991 caail. P&ISyy prepared a bill of 
•le iDdicatinc tlat tbe car ... aold to DIC GALT, 2608 
Highland A•-e, Binaiasllaa, Ala ..... 

1.'bia yelaicle iJI deacribed a■ a 19&6 Mustang, 
Vehicle IdeatU~ti• ._ .... ft'07C190M7. :N.ISLBY adyiaed 
that the pbotograpll of DIC STAaVO GALT depicting his eyes 
cloeed which we tall- ill tbe.Nr'Mlldff8 ■cbool graduation 
in Loll ADsel•, califonaia, cm IIU'Ch I, 1N8, r-blee the 
•n lmown to bill•• •JC G&LT; .. ..,.., lie could aot aake 
a poaitiye i._t:lfieati- alMI acNed tllat the •• 1D the 
pbO'tograwm .. a fatter face tba11 the DIC GALT who bought 
the •-tans. 

PAISLEY, a., can t•tify to the fact that an 
individual by the naae of DIC GALT purc._.ed a 1966 Mustang, 
Vehicle Ideatificatiaa Jfl1 ... 8ft7C190M7, :frc,. WILLIAM D. 
MISLZY, .,.,, ta tlle latter pan of •--t 1N'1, -.cl paid 
the ■ua of $1995 ill . cub. PAISL'IY, JR. 1 a-...iaed that the 
photograph of DIC SBa'fO GILT •howins bia .,.. cl•ed 
which was takeD at tbe barteacliDC achool graduaticm in 
Loa Angel•, californta, 011 arch 2, 1~,.r-,eables the 
pel'IIOD lmOWII to Ilia i,, the -- of DIC GALT no parehUed 
the lNe white -1:alle frca J!llS~•• fa_,. la Aucu■t 1967. 
PAISLZY co1■ aated tlat it a......-.. GALT lllllid .. t • aeae 
weight ■ince PAISLSY bad laat •-- bill.la A,cuat 1167, as 
GALT'• face iD tlle pbotograpb appear■ fat-., tll&a what 
MIS!JgY recall■• PllISL'IY OU teetify - tile tact that 
the aore be studied tlle photop,apll of GlL'l' tbe aore be 
believed that the pllotograpJ:a ft8 identical with BRIC GALT. 

An ap,......iate·wita- fraa the Jefferson County 
Depart-t of .-..-, BinliDgllaa, Ala.,._, can teetify to 
the fact t11a, 1111 Ala .... u.c ... 1-38993 wu iNued ~ 
October 2, 198'7, to DIC s. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
BiraiDgbaa, Ala~, for a 1961. ■uatang two-door, Vehicle 
Identification lfuaber 6'107Cl90847. 
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An appropriate wih- at tbe DriYera License 
Divillicm, D1tparta.1mt et Pablic Safety, State of Alabaaa, 
119Dtgaaery, AlP':a caa taltify to tile fact tbat Alaba• 
DriY_.. Lie-• N'7 WU illll11ed to DIC STAR'YO GALT, 
2608 Bicblaad A'Nllae Soatb, Birlliagbaa1 Ala.,._, on 
Sept-ber e, 1987. 

• i 

n. nu lalNlratory coaclucled tllllt tile eignatare 
of DIC STJlll'fO GALT appearing cm bill application for 
AlabUla Dr1Y_.. Llc-• and t• eipature of DIC a. GALT 
appeariJIS on tlle appltcat1• fo,r tllle Ala.._ autcaobile 
lie-• were pr.,........,, tile - bd1Yidaal Wllo prepared 
other it-~ tile -e .... attributed to a1c s. GALT. 

R. lnY .. tipticm rw•led tbat IRIC s. GAI2' 1 2808 
Highland, Bir111Dgba111 AlabUla, r•ted a •fe depo1it box, 
nuaber 5517, at the ai. off ice of Biraingba■ Truet · , 
ational Bank, Biratngbaa~ Ala.._, oa Au.gut 28, 1987. 
GALT t-■iaated uae et tllta •te depaeit boK lty an undated 
letter adYillins baak officiala tbat he wa• ■OYing to 
Louiaiana and ~ld ••• ao further aeed f• tbe box. 

Tbe following deaoriltN ••-• were forwarded 
to the FBI la.,_.tery: 

Record of __,_ to ••• ,'depe11it Box #5517 
for •1c S".: GALT; 

Cenvact fo,r -· .. ,.1t box with DIC s. GALT; 

Leclger card (rental recerd) for safe depoeit 
bex #5517 1a •- a1c a. GALT; 

Undated letter fraa BalC s. GALT to tbe Bir■ingball 
Trw,t at1aaa1 ••• 

ID the n•t tbe above deecribed docu■enw are 
needed a• evidence tbey -Y he obtained by execution of 
a •ubpoa& due• tee- to llr. c·~ E. KIIKP&TRICK, Vice 
Pr•id•t, Birllinallllll Traat atioaal -k. 
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The FBI laboratory ccmcluded that the aignaturea 
at DIC s. GALT appNrillg OD the above deacribed doc11114'nts 
were prepared "Y tile .... iadividual who prepared the 
writing in the .... •- appearing on other it- attributed 
to BRIC s. GALT. 

I. PurcbUe of a -taston llodel 760, caliber 30-06 
rifle and lledfield teleacopic •ilbt at Biraingbaa, Alabama. 

OIi ll&reb 29, 1918, .. iaclividual who gaye h:18 name 
aa BAaftYIDIIIIYBll, 1907 South 11th sv-t, Birllingbaa, 
Ala'balla, w•t to till Aer«...riae Supply Caapaay, 5701 Airport 
Higlnfay, Birllill&baa, Alabaaa, where he purella•ed a a-ington 
IIOdel 700, caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - TX Redfield 
telescopic sight ■O\IDted thereCJD 19 Be alao bought a box 
of 20 rowadll of .243 liar'• a..unitioa.. Be left the store 
carrying tbi■ rifle in a cardboard box which bad originally 
been a box for a rifle fr• the Bi'owaing •nufacturing 
Coapany. Ba was giyen 'tile Brownina box b~u•• the rifle 
with the ■ow1ted •i.Sbt would not fit in the R-ington box 
in which the rifle bad origillally been shipped. LOIIIEYER 
paid for thiS w•pon in cash. 

On llareb 301 1988 1 the individual calling himSelf 
I.DWJIEYD telephoned first and then later t~t day returned 
with the newly purcbaaed .243 rifle to Aeroaarine Supply 
Coapany and explained tbat following a conversation with 
his brother he decided to exchange this rifle for a 
Reaington llodel 760, 30-06 caliber. Thia exchange waa 
accom.pliahed OD the afternoon of arch 30, 1968, with 
I.DWIIEYER l••inc the ••e with a R-ington Gaae lla■ ter 
rifle, Jlodel 780, Serial !fUaber 481476, on which was mounted 
the Redfield telNCopic sigl&, Serial ■-ber Al7350. 

1. . DOIIALD ~ :a.:~, 
WOOD can t•tify ff the fact that on 11&rch 30, 

1968 IIAl,YBY IDWIIEYD, furai■biq aa addrea of 1907 
Sout' 11th Street Birllinghaa Alaba.•, purchased a 
1temington llodel 160, caliber 30-06 rifle, Serial Nuaber 
181418, with a 2X - 7X Redfield telescopic sight, Serial 
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Humber Al7350 ■ounted thereon and a box of 20 round.a of 
30-06 a--.uaitioD froa tbe Aeroaarine·supply Coapany, 5701 
Airport Higllway, Bir■ingbaa, Alab&aa • 

WOOD can also teetify to the fact that the indivi­
dual known by the nue of HARVEY IDDEYER wae at the Aeromarine 
Supply Coapany, 5701 Airport Highway, Bir■ingbaa, on March 
29, 1988, at which tille be purcbaeed a a-ington Model 700, 
calilter .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X Redfield teleecopic sight 
mo1111ted tllereon. 

WOOD caa tMtify to the fact that tbe photograph 
of DIC STAJlVO GALT taken at the bartenders school graduation 
in ~ Angeles, C&lifornia, on arch 2, 1968, which shows 
the eyea of GALT cloaed is a photograph of tbe •n to whom 
be sold tbe R•ing'ton Model 7801 caliber 30-06, rifle, 
Serial :Nuaber 481476, on )larch 30, 1968, and is identical 
to tbe •n that be observed at tbe Aero■arine supply 
COlll)&ny on Jlarch 29, 1968 1 at wbich ti.Ile he purchased a 
Reaington Jlodel 700, caliber .243 rifle with• 2X - 7X 
Redfield teleecopic sight aountecl thereon. WOOD stated 
"I can •t say exactly at tbi■ ti■e, but I think that this is 
the man. To the best of ay ••ory I believe that this is the 
•n that bought the gun." 

2. JOllll -~ZO 
17 Mopt~ 
Mountain Brook1 Ala-.. 

DESHAZO can testify that he. is a regular and 
frequent custoaer at Aero■arine Supply Caapany, Airport 
Highway, Bir■ingbu, and was in the Supply Company 
approxiaately 3:00 p.a., arch 29, 1968, at which time be 
observed an individual purchasing a R•ington Model 100, 
.243 rifle fro■ a •les■an known to DESHAZO by the last 
naae of BAKER. DBSl:IAZO can testify that be bad conv.-sation 
with this individual. DESHAZO c•n testify to the fact tbl t 
be believes that the photograph ot ERIC STARVO GALT with bis 
eyes closed taken at tbe bartenders ecbool graduation on 
March 2, 1968, is a photograph of tbe •n that he observed 
on March 29, 1968, purchasing a Reaington Model 700, 
.243 rifle froa the Aer01111rine Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, Alabaaa. 

-22-



ME 44-1987 

The bullet reaoved troa the body ot Dr. IIARTIN 
LUTHER ICIMG was exaained by the FBI laboratory. It was 
determined tbllt the bullet is a .30 caliber aetal jacketed 
"soft point" sporting type bullet ot R•ington-Peters 
aanutacture which could have been fired frc:. the recovered 
Reaington 30-06 rifle. The bullet was distorted due to 
mutilation and insufficient •rka of value tor identification 
remain on this bullet. Therefore, it wu not poesible to 
deteraine wlletber or not the bullet reaoved froa the body 
of KIBG bad been fired fro■ the recovered Reaington rifle 
bearing the fingerprint of JAIIES EARL RAY, FBI Nwaber 
405 942 G. 
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J. Reco•ery of 1966 wbite llu■tang in Atlanta, Georgia, 
re1i■tered to SRIC ITARYO GALT, Birain1baa, 
Alabaaa. 

On April 11, 1N8, tbe Atlanta, Geor1ia, Police 
Depart•nt received a coaplaint that a white Mustang 
autoaobile, bearin1 an A.lab•- license, was parked 
in a parkiq area of C&pitol lloaea, and in view of 
the publicity concernin1 the killing of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTDR KIJIG, Ja., the coaplainant wanted this vehicle 
investigated. 

The following individual■ can provide the indicated 
teatiaony: 

1. DetectiYe a. L. DAVIS 
Auto Theft Squad 
Atlanta, Georgia, Police Departaent 

DetectiYe DAVIS can testify that be and Detective 
P. s. IIC CllAff proceeded to tbe parking area 
of the Capitol Bolles where they located a 1968 
Pord Mustang. The car was a two-door ■odel, 
white in color, bearing 1968 Alabaaa license 
1-38993. The vehicle was locked, and in order 
to further deteraine ownership they unlocked 
tbe left front door and froa the aerial plate 
deterained it bore YIN 8T07Cl90647. By sending 
tlle info~tion concerninc the license plate 
and the vehicle identification nu■ber to the 
Rational Cri■e Info~tion Center through the 
A.lab•- State Police he deterained that this 
vehicle was registered to one ERIC STARVO GALT, 
Biraingh Alabaaa. 

2. .-s:a ... ....:::.m,. DGES 
U-.:INr"lie'I ....... KlllleS 
Atlanta, Georgia 

'c•'-~ f 

Jira. BRIDGSS can testify that at about 8:30 
AoMo on Friday, April 5, 1988, she had just 
gotten her children off to school and observed 
through the window a white auto■obile pulling 
up in the parking lot directly across from 
the door to her apartmento She recalled the 
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car had an Alabaaa license plate. The lone 
■ale occupant got out of tbe vehicle and 
be1an to walk across the parking lot away from 
her apartment and toward lleaorial Drive. She 
never saw thi• individual'• face but could 
deacribe hi■ a■ a white ■ale, 6'10" to 6' tall, 
115 pound■, -diua build, wearing a navy blue 
suit and a white shirt. Re had dark hair, and 
she estiaated him to be about 30 to 35 years 
of ageo 

She is unable to identify hia but is able to 
affix tile ti■• of arrival of the vehicle at 
tbe Capitol Boaea parking area. 

3. llra. L~~N 
Apart.:~t•m&V 
~a,ito1 biiie■ ...t ant a, Georgia 

llra. CAYTON can testify that on April 5, 1968, 
■oaetiae after 8:15 A.M. when her children had 
left for achool and while sbe was ■weeping her 
front atoop, •he aoticed a white -1• approaching 
her apartaent fro■ the parking lot to tile left 
of her front door. Be caae to the back yard 
area of the apartaent building■ to her left and 
after stopping at the beginning of the lane 
as if to gaia hia bearing■, be proceeded toward 
lle■c>rial Drive tbroqh tbe back yard area after 
which tiae abe lo■t aigbt of him. This would 
have occurred prior to 9:30 A.M. 

She viewed 7 pbotographa including 2 of JAMES 
EARL RAY and selected a photograph of JAMES 
URL RAY a■ appearing identical •o the in­
dividual whoa she had observed. 

4. JACIC Bo SIIIPSON 
RICHARD B. DAVIS 
CARL B. CLAIBORNE 
ALDBM F. IIILLBR 
JACK To BBVERSTEIN 
Atlanta Divi■iOD 

on April 11, 1968, the above Agents exaained 
the 1966 Ford Mustang at the FBI Garage, 
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Atlanta, Georgia. Thia vehicle is a two-
door 289, 8 cylinder, 2 barrel carburetor, 
white hardtop, bearing 1988 Alabaaa licenae 
1-38993. The ■ileage was noted to be 39,100.8 
and the ft 8T07Cltoe47. The right rear window 
bore a ■ticker "Direccion General de Registro 
Federal de Autoaoviles, 1967 Octbre Turista, 
Aduana de Nuevo, Laredo, Taaps." 

K. FBI Laboratory exaaination •f ite- re■oved 
fro■ the 1966 Mustang. 

FBI Laboratory exaaination of it••• reaoved from 
the lNI lla■tang_which wre ■ubaitted by the 
Atlanta Office deterained that brown cotton fibers, 
creen cotton fiber■, and green rayon fibers which 
could laave coae froa the bed■pread reeovered near 
the ■cene of the as■aa■ination of Dr. IIARTIN LUTHER 
KING, Jll., were found on a dark blue, abort sleeve 
sweat ■hirt, a white fitted sheet, a black and white 
shirt jacket, a pillow ca■-, anCltted ■beet with 
yellow thread, a black ■port■ ■hirt, a a-ir of 
■ize 34 walking abort■, a rue, and a pillow a■ well 
as a pair of-••• brown ■ock■ and were alao con­
tained in the vacuua ■weeping• fro■ the trullk of 
the vehic le • 

The Laltoratory al■o deterained through exaaination 
that cauca■ian head hair■ like the hair• previously 
found on the bed■pread de■cribed above, in the 
Zipper bag, OD tbe yellow and white towel, OD the 
pair of black aock■, and the hair brush recovered 
in the vicinity of the scene of the assassination 
of Dr. IIAaTI• LVl'DR KIJfG, JR., were found OD the 
dark bl11e, ■hort ■leeve ■-eat ■hirt, a white fitted 
sheet, a pillow ca■e, a fitted sheet with yellow 
thread, and a rug all recovered froa the llustang. 
Tbeae hair■ could have coae fro■ the saae peraon 
and tile Laboratory point■ out that hair■ do not 
posaes■ enough individual aicroacopic characteristics 
to be positively identified•• originating fro■ a 
particular permn. 

aome C&uca■ian head hair■ found in the vacuum 
sweeping■ froa the Mu■tang were like the hairs found 
on the bedspread, in the zipper bag, on the yellow 
and white towel, on the pair of black socks, and 
on the hair brush. 
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L. ERIC 80 GALT'• residence at Atlanta, Georgia 

The operator of the residence located at 107 14th 
Street, N. B., Atlanta, Georgia, also operates the 
roo■ing houN at 113 14th Street, N. 1., Atlanta, 
and is identified as JAIIIS D. GARDR. 

1. JAUS D 
1:::.,0.:..,7_.A.;-.._......, ... .u..~N. E o 

·--i lanta, Georgia ·~ 
~---•m......;._a __ ..,.._._,_tt /,;!.~ 

GARNER can te■tify that on March 24, 1968, an 
individual identifying bi-lf ae ERIC GALT 
introduced hiaaelf to GAUBR at his roo■ing 
bou■e, 107 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, and 
reque■ted a sin1le roo■• Be was placed in 
roo■ #2, 113 14th Street, ■oB., Atlanta, and 
was offered an adjoininc storage roo■ in wh:lc b 
to place bis ■urplus belonging■ in view of the 
aaall eize of the rOOII. On March 31, 1968, 
BRIC GALT paid hi■ another week'• rent, and 
on April 5, 1988, when GARDR entered roo■ #2 
to change the linen■ found a note on the bed 
statia1 in effect, ttI've bad to go to Biraingha■ • 
I'Ye left ■y ff ■et here and will try to return 
for it in about a week." 

GARNER selected fro■ a group of 9 photographs 
displayed, the photograph of JABS EARL RAY as 
being identical to the individual who■ he 
knew as the resident of roo■ #2 under the 
name of ERIC GALT. 

M. Examination of ite■s recovered from the roo■ing 
house located at 113 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Among ite■s located in the roo■s utilized by ERIC 
GALT at 113 14th Street, N.lo, was a map of Mexico. 
Of the 6 latent fingerprints and one latent impression, 
which -Y be a fingerprint, i■pression of lower 
joint of a finger, or a partial palm print developed 
on the map of Mexico, one of the latent fingerprints 
is identical with the latent fingerprint previously 
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located on the Re■ington .30-06 "Gaae Master, " 
slide action, rifle, Model 760, SN 461476. 

N. Identification of JAMES EARL RAY at Pied■ont Laundry, 
Atlanta, Georg~ia 

1. Mrs. ESTE PETERS 
Manager _ 
Piedaont J:811nd:cy 

_!!)8 Deaellt11ee,. N .E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 
~ ..... --~.~--
Mrs. PETERS, ho■e address 1033 llila■ Terrace 
Apart■ents, Clarkston, Georgia, can testify 
that a white ■ale ca■e into the laundry on 
April 1, 1968, and placed laundry as well as 
dry cleaning for treat■ent using the na■e 
ERIC GALT. The dry cleaning consisted of a 
black checked coat with a■all check marks and 
gray trousers. The laundry and dry cleaning 
were subsequently picked up between 9:00 and 
10:00 A.M. on April 5, 1968, by the same individual. 

She identified the customer as being JAMES EARL 
RAY through a review of photographs. 
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o. At about 6:15 Pom. on April 4, 1968, the wounded 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was taken to St. Joseph 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, where he was pronounced 
dead at 7:05 p.m. Records concerning the emergency room 
treatment of the victim will be made available only upon 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed to 
Mr. J. LUTON, Assistant Administrator, St. Joseph 
Hospital~ Memphis, Tennessee. 

Dr. J. T. FRANCISCO, Shelby County Medical 
Examiner, 858 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, can 
testify to the findings contained in his autopsy report 
dated April 11, 1968, which reports the cause of death 
as gunshot wound to spinal column, lower cervical, upper 
thoracic. 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA JOB C. DITIB 
June 10, 1968 

Office: Jleaphta 

Field Office File ff.: D 44-1987 Bureau File #: 4'-38861 

Title: JAJIII u.JtL UY; 
DR. BnD LUfllD KDl'G, Jlt. - Yiffl• 

Character: CJ'JJL RJGJft'I - COBUJU,Cf J 
DW.UIL l'LIGJft' TO AYOID COUIDDlft - ROBBBBY 

...,gftift l'PMI!: 

1 • •••MTm ... •rm•• 
At about 6:00 p.a. on April 4, 1911, while atanding 

on the aecond floor balcony outalde aooa 301 of the Lorraine 
llotel, 406 Mulberry ltreet, lleaphill, Tenneuee, Dr. DltTD 
LUTm mo, a., wu atruok in the ri1ht aide of the face 
by a alqle bullet believed to have been tired fr• a 
30-06 rifle. Dile no witneaaea actually obllervecl the 
killer fire the •hot that killed Dr. me, it 111 believed 
that thh ahot caae from the batbrooa window of a rooala1 
houe located at 411½ South ltaia Street, lleaphia, Tenn••••· 
(See Criae Beene Sketch, page 4.) It 18 a diatance ot 107 
feet froa the batbrooa to the apot where Dr. KDG :fell. 
Persona :lulde the rooaing bo•e report heariq a allot, 
and one o:f the rooJd.q house tenant■ feel.II certaia thi• ahot 
wu :fired froa the bathrooa of the l"OOlliag house. Jtenona 
in the rooalq houae then report •••ins a white ule run 
down the hall of the rooalng houae in the clirectioa of the 
South Main ltreet entrance. They report that he ,... carrying 
a long package wrapped in either cloth or newapaper. 

Persona in a •tore at 414 South ltain Street 
report that ainut .. after Dr. KDG wu allot, a white male 
running south on South llain Street dropped a bundle on the 
■iclewalk 1n front of 414 South ltala Street u be ran put 
that ■tore. While no one obaerved tllh aan eater an 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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automobile, they reported seeing almost immediately a 
white llustang leaving the area at a high rate of speed, 
going north on south Jfain Street. 

No one in the rooming house has been able to 
positively identify the individual who fired the shot and 
fled from the rooming house; however, evidence indicates 
that the person firing the shot was a man who had that 
same day at about 3:00 to 3:30 p.a. rented Room 5-B in 
the name JOHN WILLARD. 

Among those articles found abandoned in front 
of 424 South Main Street was a 30-06 rifle with a 
telescopic sight, which was determined to have been 
purchased March 29-30, 1968, at Aeromarine Supply Company, 
Birmingham, Alabama, by a man claiming to be HARVEY 
ID'IIIYim, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabama. 
Subsequent investigation disclosed that there was no such 
person as lDltlfYER at that address. Also found abandoned 
with the rifle were undershorts, a T-shirt, binoculars, 
a newspaper, an after-shave lotion bottle, two unopened 
beer cans, a six-transistor radio, and a brown and green 
bedspread in which this bundle was wrapped. 

A canvass of motels in the Memphis area for 
persons driving a white lluStang disclosed that on 
April 3, 1968, one ERIC s. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama, had registered at the Rebel Motor 
Hotel, llemphis, Tennessee, and had left prior to 1:00 
p.m. on April 4, 1968. GALT was driving a white llustang 
with an Alabama license. Investigation to further 
identify GALT disclosed that be had not resided at that 
address since about October 1967 and his whereabouts 
was unknown. 

Latent fingerprints found on the rifle and other 
articles abandoned in front of 424 South llain Street were 
subsequently found to be identical with those of JAMBS 
EARL RAY, FBI Mo. 405942G, who bad escaped on April 23, 
1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, where he was serving a 20-year sentence 
for Armed Robbery. By means of photographic identification 
,nd by handwriting comparison, it was determined that 
JAKES BARL BAY was identical with the man who had used 
the name ERIC S. GALT. The white Mustang belonging to 
GALT was abandoned at Atlanta, Georgia, on the morning 
of April 5, 1968. 

2 



ME 44-1987 

J.Alllm EARL RAY was arrested June 8, 1968, at 
London, England, by officers of New Scotland Yard, at 
which time he was found to be in possession of a 
canadian passport in the name of RAMON GEORGE SNBYD. 
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11 • HAUS OF DD'BIDANTS 

JAMES EARL RAY 

III. DATE .AND PLACE OF CRIME 

April 4, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee 

IV• STATUTE OP LIMITATIONS 

There will be no bar to prosecution as process 
bas been outstanding since April 17, 1968, for the Civil 
Rights violation and on llay 7, 1968, RAY was indicted by 
a Shelby county, Tennessee, Grand Jury for First Degree 
Murder. 

V. OTHER DATA HELPPUL TO tJNITBD STATES ATTORNEY 

In addition to process outstanding for this • 
offense, it is noted that on July 20, 1967, a complaint 
was filed before United States Comaissioner w. c. SBBLBY, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, charging JAIIBS EARL BAY with 
Unlawful Plight to Avoid Confinement in violation of 
Title 18, u. s. Code, Section 1073. A warrant was issued 
that same date. This cOlllplaint was in connection with 
RAY'• escape from the llisaouri State Penitentiary on 
April 23, 1967. 

VI. PULIJIIlfABY PI.OSJICUTIYB ACI'IOW 

On April 17, 1968, a complaint was filed by 
SAC JOSEPH H. GAIIBLB before United States COmmiasioner 
MILDRED F. SPBA.GUK, Birmingham, Alabama, charging that 
BRIC STARYO GALT in violation of Title 18, U.S. Code, 
Section 241, did conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, 
or intimidate JIARTDf UJTBEB KJHG, JR., in the free 
exercise and enjoyment of his rights secured by the 
Constitution of the United States, DIUllely the right to 
freely travel from state to state. A warrant was 
issued April 17, 1968, and bond was recOllllllended in the 
aaount of $50,000. 

On May 7, 1968, a Shelby County, Tennessee, 
Grand Jury at Memphis, Tennessee, returned an indictment 
charging that JAJIES BABL RAY did unlawfully, feloniously, 
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willfully, deliberately, premeditatedly, and of bis malice 
aforethought, kill and murder IIARTilf WTIID KING, JR. 
A capiaa for his arrest was issued May 7, 1968. 

JOBS URL RAY was arrested June 8, 1968, at 
London, England, by officers of New Scotland Yard, and 
is presently in their cuatody on local charges. Be was 
arrested in possession of a Canadian passport in the name 
of RAJl>N G:IORGE SNBYD. Be was armed at the time of his 
arrest. 

VI I • N.AMBI AND ADDUSSBS OJ' WITNliiSSBS AND 
WHAT THEY CAN TliiSTIFY TO 

A. The followin, persona are tenants of the rooming 
house at 422t South Main Street, llemphis, Tennessee, 
from where it ia believed the fatal shot was fired. 
These witnesses can testify as foll9WS: 

1. Mrs. BUSIB BRB1fBR 
422t South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
she rented ftoom 5-B at 422½ South .Main Street for a period 
of one week to a white male using the name J'Ollf WILLARD. 
She did not require that he sign a register, and she did 
not see him again after renting the room. She 1a unable 
to identify RAY from photographs. At about 6:00 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968, ahe heard what she thought to be a gunshot 
coming from the rear of the rooming house; however, ahe 
did not see or hear anyone running from the rooming house. 

2. Mr. WILLIAM CBARLBS .ANSCHUTZ 
422½ South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. AMICJlln'Z resides in Jloom 4:-B of this rooming 
houae, where on the afternoon of April,, 1968, he heard 
what he believed was a gunshot. IJDJB8diately after hearing 
the gunshot, he opened his door onto the hallway and saw 
a white male running down the hall toward the South llain 
Street entrance and holding his hand and arm over his face 
in such a way as to prevent .AHSCHUTZ'• getting a good look 
at hill. ANSCHUTZ conuaented to this runnin1 man that he 
thought he bad heard a shot. Thia man answered, "Yeah, 
it was a shot." ANSCHUTZ observed that this man was 
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carrying a long package which appeared to be wrapped in 
a blanket. He can testify that the gunshot which he 
heard was fired nearby but he is unable to say from 
exactly where. He is unable to identify photographs of 
JAMES BARL RAY as being the running man. 

3 • Mr. CBARL:18 QUITMAN STBPHENS 
422½ South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. STBPHBN8 occupies Apartment 6-B, consisting 
of two rooms, one of which has a common wall with the 
bathroom that is located at the rear of the rooming house. 
Sometime between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
STEPBBHS heard a gunshot which he believes was fired from 
the bathroom. At the time he heard the shot, STEPHENS 
was in the room of his apartment which has the common wall 
with the bathroom. When STBPIIENS opened his door from 
his apartment into the hallway, he observed a man running 
along the hallway toward the South Main Street entrance. 
This man was carrying a bundle described by STBPHINS as 
being three or four feet long and as being wrapped in 
something, possibly a newspaper. STBPHBNS had earlier 
observed the new tenant in Room &-B but had seen only the 
left side of his face. STEPHENS now states that the 
profile photograph of JAIIES BABL RAY made in 1960, appearing 
on 1'B1 Wanted Plyer 442-A, "looks like" the man who rented 
Room 5-B on April 4, 1968. 

STIPBBNS recalls that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, he beard the occupant of Room 5-B on several 
occasions visit the bathroom at the end of the hall. He 
recalls that each time this person remained in the bathroom 
for a considerable period of time and that this individual 
bad been in the bathroom some 20 to 30 minutes prior to the 
time STBPHDS beard tbe gunshot. 

4. Mrs GRACE HAHS STBPHBNS 
4221 South Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mrs. STBPBJD(8 waa 111 on April 4, 1968, and spent 
the day in bed in Apartment 6-B at this address. At about 
6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, she heard a noise that sounded 
like a firecracker, and she then heard footsteps as someone 
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left the bathroom and moved rapidly along the hallway 
toward the South Main Street entrance. She did not leave 
her room after hearing this loud noise and was not in a 
position to obaerve anyone in the hallway. 

B. The following individuals were standing 
near Dr. lf.AllTIN LtJ'l1IBR JtIHG, JR., at the time 
be was struck by the fatal bullet. Dr. KING 
was standing on the balcony outside Room 306 
of the Lorraine Motel and waa talking to a 
number of persons standing in the motel parking 
lot just beneath the balcony. These persons 
observed Dr. KIKO at the instant he was struck 
or seconds later, but none of them observed 
the killer or are in a position to say exactly 
where the shot was fired from: 

l. 11r. MARR.ELL McCULIDUGB 
Apartment 6 
270 Gaston 
Memphis, Tennessee 

2. llr. S01DIIOM JONIS, Jr. 
374 Vance Avenue 
Memphis, Tennessee 

3. Rev. SAMUBL B. I.YLBS 
2215 south Parkway Eaat 
Memphis, Tennessee 

4. Mr. CHAUNCEY UDIDGE 
123 West Madison 
Chicago, Illinois 

5. Rev. BDNARJ> SCX>TT LEE 
334 Auburn Avenue 
Atlanta, Georgia 

6. Rev. ANDREW J. YOUHG 
1088 Yeltre Circle Southwest 
Atlanta, Georgia _ 
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C. The following three individuals were inside Canipe 
Amusement Company, a store located at 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, in front of which 
was dropped a large bundle which was subsequently 
determined to be a rifle, binoculars, a trana:l.stor 
radio, and numerous other items, all of which were 
partially wrapped in a brown and green bedspread. 
These witnesses can testify as follows: 

l. Mr. GUY WARU:N CANIPE, JR. 
1078 Brower Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 

llr. CANIPB is the owner of Canipe Amusement Company 
located at 424 South Main Street. On the late afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, at about 6:00 p.m., he heard a "thud" near 
the front door of his store and looking up he saw a white 
male walking past his store going south on South Main Street. 
Mr. CANIPE walked to his front door, observed a bundle 
lying in front of the door, looked to see what had 
happened to the man who had dropped the bundle, and at 
almost that same moment observed a small white car pulling 
away from the curb on the east side of South Main Street 
at a point just south of Canipe'• store. He was unable to 
furnish the make of the small white car which he observed. 
Turning his attention to the bundle left in front of his 
store, he observed that this consisted of a rifle in a 
long cardboard box, a suitcase, and a green cloth which 
he thought might be a curtain. Thia bundle was not touched 
by him and was subsequently removed by a police officer. 
Mr. CANIPE got only a fleeting glimpse of the man he had 
seen walking past his store. 

2. Mr. BBRDLL PINLEY 
1468 Kyle 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. FINLBY arrived at Canipe Amusement Company, 
424 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, at about 5:30 
p.a., April 4, 1968, in the company of a friend, Mr. 
JULIUS GRAHAJI. At al:D ut 6 :OO p.m., FINLBY heard a noise 
like a gunshot, and a minute or two later heard a second 
noise near the front door of canjpe's store. PIHLBY, 
GRAHAM, and CANI·PB all went to the front door of the 
store, where they observed a bundle lying immediately in 
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front of the door. Mr. FINLEY observed at this time a 
white male walking rapidly along the sidewalk in a 
southerly direction on South Main Street. Mr. FINLBf 
then heard the squeal of automobile tires and observed 
a white Mustang goiq north on Kain Street. Be did not 
at first associate the man he had seen on foot with the 
man he subsequently saw in the JIUetang, but after 
considering what happened, he decided they were probably 
the aaae person. He can testify that the bundle dropped 
in front of canipe'a store consisted of a rifle with a 
telescopic sight, a suitcase, and a cloth folded over 
both items. 

3 • Mr • JULIUS GRAB.All 
Apartment 5 
804 North Fifth Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. GRAHAM, together with a friend, Mr. BERNELL 
FINLBY, arrived at Canipe .Amusement Company, 434 South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, at about 5:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. When he arrived at 424 South .Main Street, 
GRAHAM observed that a white lluatang was parked at the 
curb just south of Cllnipe .Amusement Company. While 
inside Canipe .Amusement Company, GRAHAM beard no unusual 
noise except the sound of a package being dropped on the 
sidewalk in front of canipe's store. Prior to hearing 
this noise, he observed a man running along the sidewalk 
going south on South Main Street, and he observed him 
drop this bundle in front of Canipe'& store. Be subs-.uently 
heard the squeal of automobile tires and observed a white 
Mustang speeding north on South Kain Street. GRAHAM can 
testify thatthe bundle dropped in front of Canipe's store 
consisted in part of a gun barrel in a larce cardboard 
box which was wrapped with a green cloth. 

D. Physical evidence found in front of 
424 South Main Street 

(The FBI Laboratory and the FBI Identification 
Division, both at Washington, D. c., will provide expert 
testimony regarding the examination of phyaical evidence 
as set forth below and as set forth elsewhere in this 
report.) 
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1. Inspector N. E. ZACHARY 
Memphis Police Department 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Jnspector ZAQIARY can testify that he took 
possession of the bundle found on the sidewalk in front 
of canipe Amusement COlllpany and that the following items 
were among the items recovered: 

a. A Remington Game Master rifle, 
Model 760, Serial No. 461476, on 
which waa mounted a bdfield 
telescopic sight, Serial No. Al7350; 

b. Binoculars, manufactured by Bushnell, 
Serial No. DQ408664; 

c. First section of the April 4, 1968, 
iaaue of the "Commercial Appeal," a 
daily newspaper published at Memphis, 
Tennessee; 

d. Plastic bottle of Mennen Afta 
shaving lotion; 

e. An unopened can of Schlitz beer; 

f. A six-transistor portable radio with 
the number 00416 scratched on the aide 
of the radio; 

g. One pair of undersbOrts and one T-shirt; 

h. A green and brown bedspread. 

2. The Latent Fingerprint Section of the FBI 
Identification Division advised that one latent fingerprint 
on this rifle, one latent fingerprint on the telescopic 
sight, one latent fingerprint on the binoculars, one latent 
fingerprint on the newspaper, one latent fingerprint on the 
plastic bottle of Afta, and one latent fingerprint on the 
Schlitz beer can have been identified with the fingerprints 
of JADS KARL RAY, FBJ No. 405942G. 
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3. The number 00416 scratched into the side of the 
portable radio is the inmate nwaber at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary tor JAUS URL RAY. Jlr. JAMBS SCHULTE, Manager, 
Inmate Canteen, lliasouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, can testify that when an inmate at the 
Missouri State Penitentiary purchases a radio, his inmate 
number is etched into the radio and that the prison 
treasurer is notified of the inmate's purchase. 

4. Jlr. M. J. STEWART, Treasurer, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, Je:fltrson City, Kiaaouri, can testify 
that JAIOl8 BARL RAY'• Missouri State Penitentiary Inmate 
Number waa 00416, and be can produce a ledger reflecting 
that on April 21, 1967, J.AIO'S URL RAY purchased a radio 
for $9.75. 

5. The FBI Laboratory examination revealed that 
the undershorts and T-shirt each bears a laundry tag on 
which appears the printed characters "028-6. •• Only a 
portion of the first character is present on each tag. 

6. JJ:BOD WALLIS VBRNON, 1246 Woodbury Court, 
Apartment B, Los .Angeles, California, operated the Home 
Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 5280 Hollywood 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, from about January 16, 
1968, to March 23, 1968, and during this period he had a 
regular customer named ERIC GALT who came in each Saturday 
afternoon with a bundle of laundry, which usually consisted 
of undershorts, T-shirts, and dress shirts • VERNON was 
shown the T-shirt and undershorts found in front of 424 
South Main Street, Memphis, and he identified the laundry 
markings on them as being similar to the mark used at his 
laundry. 
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7. Mr. LOUIS PUTERUN, 340 North Martell, 
Los Angeles. California, has in his possession Home Service 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning laundry list number 3065 with 
Thermo Seal sticker 02B-6 with the name E. GALT. 

8. Samples of the Thermo Seal marking machine 
Model RH-SIU, Serial Hum.her 31454, in possession of the 
Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 5280 
Hollywood Boulevard, Loa Angeles, California, using the 
nwnbers and letter■ 02B-6 on red colored tape were 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory. The J'BI Laboratory 
adviaed that the specimens from this machine are similar 
in color, comatruction, and composition to the laundry 
tapes appearing on the T~sbirt and undershorts recovered 
at Memphis. The tapes submitted by Los Angeles are of 
varying lengths; however, no significant differences were 
noted between the T-shirt and undershorts laundry tapes 
when compared with •ome of the specimens submitted by 
Los Angeles, indicating that they may have originated from 
the same machine. 

9. Mr. RALPH MBRBDITH CARPBNTD, 4844 Durbin 
Street, Memphis, Tennesaee, a salesman at York Arms 
Company, 162 South Main Street, Jlemphill, Tennessee, can 
teatify that at about 4:00 p.a. on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, be sold a pair of Buahnell binoculars 
to an individual whoa he later identified from phOtographa 
as being identical with JAMBS URL RAY. Be sold these 
binoculars for $39.95 and wrote on the side of the cardboard 
box in which the binoculars came the price $39.96 and the 
amount of the tax, which was $1.60, and added the two 
figures for a total of $41.55. He stated the store doe■ 
not record the serial nuaber of these binoculars but that 
he could identify the binoculars from hia writing on the 
box. It is noted that found with the binoculars wun a 
cardboard box in which the binoculars had been originally 
shipped and on which appeared the figures u deacribed by 
Mr. CARPDTER. Also found with the binoculars were a 
sales slip and a paper bag, on the side of which waa 
printed York Arms Coapany. 
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E. Investigation diaeiosed that one ERIC s. GALT 
2608 Highland Avenue, Birainghaa, Alabama, registered al 
the Rebel Motor Hotel, Jlelaphia, ~nesaee, on April 3, 1968, 
and departed April 4, 1968. He was driving a Mustang bearing 
an Alabaa License. Subllequent investigation to identity 
GALT diacloeed that he had not r•ided at 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, since October 1967. Witneases at the Rebel Motor 
Hotel cu teatity as follows: 

1. Mrs. BDRIE'f'D B&GJ.IIAST.D 
Deak Clerk, Rebel llotor Hotel 
3466 La•r Avenue, Jleaph1a1 Tennessee 

Jira. BAGEIIASTER was on duty April 3, 1968, from 
3:00 p.a. until 10:00 p.a. At 7:15 p.a. on April 3, 1968, 
She registered ERIC s. GALT into Room 34. He indicated on 
hia registration card that be was driving a Mustang autoaobile 
with Alabama License 1-38993. Mrs. HI.GDASTER is unable to 
identify photographs of JAMES EARL BAY as· being identical wi~b 
ERIC GALT. 

2. Mi&a ARNA CHRISTINE OLLY 
Manager, Rebel Motor Hotel 
3466 J.aaar Avenue, Jleaphi.81 1-ln-.. 

Miss KELLY adviaed that the records ot that motel 
indicate ERIC s. GALT must have checked out of Room 34 sometime 
prior to 1:00 p.a., April 4, 1968, otherwise the rea>rds 
would indicate he was charged with two days lodging instead 
of one day. Mias KELLY is unable to identify photograph& 
of JABS EARL UY as being identical with ERIC s. GALT. 

'flle FBI Laboratory concluded that the signature 
of ERIC s. GALT appearing on the Rebel Motor Hotel regiatration 
card was prepared by the aa.e individual who prepared other 
specimens sulaitted under the name ERIC S. GALT. The FBI 
Laboratory bas also concluded that the handwriting specimens 
aubmitted under the naae ERIC s. GALT are identical with 
the handwriting and printed •tarial known to be the 
handwriting of JAIIES EARL RAY. 
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