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E;1tated he 
-subject's 
contacted 

_Date-___ ._6_-_2_1_-_6_8 _____ _ 

JOHN EU_GENJl'; GAWRON was· interviewed· at his residence o 

had no.addit:ional information to off«;:!r inview.of­
apprehensiono He reiterated he had not·seen oi;- been 
by subject since 19590 

He was unable to recall any further information concerning 
the robbery of the. BANK OF ALTON~ ALTON, ILLINOIS 11 and·stated it 
was entirely possible that tne person who· had contacted him, who: 
was kl)own to him as •~JIMMY," might have a· different :true name, 
as ;it is common for former convicts to use aliases; even·among 
friends c · · 

. . 
It was his understanding JEitRY RAY h~d ~de an _ _ . 

appl;i.cation for a passport, and that JOHN LARRY RAY was endeavoring· 
to sell the GRAPEVINE TAVERN for enough money to finance a trip· to. 
Englando . 

He.stated he would immediately contact this office in the 
event he receives any information de~med by him to be pertinent 
:l.n tbis·caseo 

COVER· PAGE I) I) 

6-19-68 St .. Louis, Missouri 
On . . . at ______________ F-ile #-----~------

. SA WILLIAM H,.· WARFIELD :wma 
SA MARVIN Ro DORAN 

by ----------------------· Dater dictated ---------
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SL: 44-775 
AJR:pdp 

• 

On May 28, 1968, SL 1209-C fti:Y."nished the following 
information to SA ALBERT J.·RUSHING: 

Informant was an inmate at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary beginning in October 1964 and he thereby knew 
JAMES EARL RAY casually until RAY 9 s escape in April 1967. 
He occasionally exchanged greetings and a few words with 
RAY on the infrequent occasions when he encountered RAY 
in the penitentiary. Informant and RAY ne·ver worked in· 
the same area or resided in the same hali except for a 
brief period in 1965 when they were both assigned to K Hall. 
Informant observed that RAY was qu::l.'Sit and appeared to be a 
u1oner91 who kept to himself 9 never jC>lldng · or mixing wi.th 
the other inmates. There was no iridication to infor~ant 9 s 
knowledge that RAY was on narcotic~ or junk. Informant knew 
nothing of RAY's reading habits although he assumed RAY 

.might well have been reading on occasion when RAY was in 
his cell inasmuch as RAY would appear to stay in his cell a 
great dea,l of the time. Informant heard on one occasion 
from some inmate that RAY tried to sell amphetamine powder 
to some inmate and informant suggested a possibility that 
RAY might have been selling it f.or BOBBY ASH 9 who was an 
inmate from Kansas City who would hai.ve been a logical person 
from whon1 arnphetam.ine powder might have been obtained for 
selling. Yfhere was "scuttlebutt" in the peni tenttary 
indicating that BOBBY ASH did deal in amphetamine. 

Inform.ant had. no specific knowledge of RAY 9 s having 
been in a "loan sharki0 business in the penitentia,ry although 
many inmates did engage in such activities ~.nd RAY might 
have done so. · 

It was infor:mant 0 s observation that RAY attended· 
to his own business and never appeared to have trouble w·i th 
anyone. Informant gained no indica ticm of rtAYv s attitude 
witn respect to Negroes. 

RAY did not appear to have any close associates but 
persons whom informant recalls now having seen in frequent 
conversation with RAY on som.e occasions were the following: 
RAY CLJ\NTON from Arkansas~ believed to h:ai,ve been released·· from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary about July or August 1967, and 
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SL: 44-775 

HERBIE PHELPS, an inmate from Kansas City whom informant 
believes is still an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary. 

Informant has not seen nor heard anything of 
RAY s-ince the latter 9 s escape except wha:t informant has 
leal'f'Yiied from public news sources. 

t· 

In April 1967 inf>rmant was the driver of the prison 
tr.iick in which RAY reportedly escaped from the penitentiary. 
Hjformant at that time was assigned at Renz Farm (the number 
tho honor farm of the penitentiary) and as the driver of the 
1ftison truck he made daily trips in the truck between · Renz 
tarm and the main prison halls accompanied by a guard.. The 

/truck was used to obtai.n supplies 1 equipment, food, and various 

/

ot~er things such as lau~dry for Renz Farm from bo~h xhe main 
· prison and other places 1·n the town of Jefferson City. Every 

,, morning seven days a week informant drove the truck .to obtain 
} bread for Renz Farm from the bakery at the maiirn prison. On 
l such occasions informaH"i: as an inmate at the farm was not 

;' permitted actually to go behind tb.l!'J prison walls at the main 
/ prison but left the truck at tbe truck tunnel (entrance) and 

.J. the guard then accompanied the truck to the point behind the 
I walls where the bread was loaded on the truck. Informa,nt .! understood that ~he customary procedure was for other inmates 

.. 1· so assigned in the bakery to place the bread in a bread box 
1 which in turn lW3.S loaded on the truck. It is informant 9 s 

.-.\·.·. recollection that the box being used for the bread in the 
period of RAY 9 s escape was a box about three feet by two and 

\ one half feet by three and one half feet and the top of the 
\ box opened on hinges. The bread 1 which was already sliced 

::}· 
.·/ 

1· 

l 

1 but was unwrapped, was placed in the box in layers which 
were separated by brown wrapping paper. The guard on the 
truck during this period of time was a guard named BURKHARDT 

.-l and he was the guard on the truck at the time RAY reportedly 
J escaped. Informant recalls that tb.e day of RAY 9 s reported 

escape was a Sunday. On Sundays the truck made no scheduled 
stops upon leaving the main prison until it reached Renz 
Farm except for numerous stop signs and traffic lights. On 
arrival at Renz :f'arm Olil the day of RAY 9 s reported escape the 
truck was stopped as was customary after it entered the entr~nce 
at Renz Farm in order to make a·delivery of a small amount of 
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"s"L: 44-77 5 

bread to the residence of CARL MILLS\' SuperintE!ndent of 
the· farm whose residence is _inside the gate. - Two or ~hree 
wrapped loaves, which were p_laced a_t the top of· the bread 
box, ,were ~ustomarily delivered to MILLSw residenceo On 
this particular.occasion when informant went to the back· 
of the truck -to ·get the loaves of ·bread for delivery to the 
MILLS residence·he saw that bread was scattered in·the 
truck. Infor~an~ called the.atteriti9n of the guard_B~~HARDT 
to'. _this sit_uation and when the. truck-'.arrived at :i:ts des'tina­
tion at Renz Farm other guarc;ts:there were·a1s0 advised~ 

. . 
-·. Ne:i. thef informant nor any?ne else_ so far -as h~ was 

aware realized at first that the condition of the·· bread was 
an indication that someone bad escaped. Upon arrival at _ · 
the dest_ination_ it was noted that .the bread box ~was not_;_as 
full as usual •. ,4\ few hours .. ;tater, OJJ' the same day irif9:rma.nt. 
heard of· a report to the ef f'ect tha 1/ RAY had been found-:' 
missing at the_penitentiary·at ·the time of _:a. head :count there 
and informant then heard that it·was believed RAY had escaped 
in the bread box in the truck •. Informa:ri¾'. Ul!llderstood· that 
since RAY· had on. some pr~viom~ occasion hid out ,~t. the ·· . 
. penitentiary prison officials appar$,~t ly asswned that_ h~ _ 
may have hid_ out again inside the penitentiary and,- ther~f-ore, 
1he·escape-was'not immediately reported officially according 
to what · informant und.erstood. · · · · · · · · ·. · ·- · · 

Ihform:ant expressed ·the obs_erva:tion that whoev~r 
· 1oaded the bre_ad "box on the ~i;-uck>at the penitentiary Jnµst 
have known that RAY was inside the bread box. These per~o.ns 
would have been inmates assigned· ~n _:_the bakery 1:>ut informant 
did not know the;ir . identities> Informant understood that, 
RAY was ras;signed _in the penit·entiary kitchen which adjoins 
the bakery at t~& penitentiary. 

The !~formant advised that the guardp .-BURJ<HA«f>T, was 
with--him and the truck continuously: from the time the. truck 
left the main pr:t,son until it_ reacn,eg Renz Farm. , Informant 
understoo~ that _.BURKHARDT wa~ subi;eqµently reprimanded because 
the possj,.bil;i.tY:-<>f escra.pe w~$ __ µc:rt ;immediately recognized_ when 
the scattered" bread was found--in th~ truck. -
. . '. ' ' ' 

,•· .... 
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SL: 44-775· 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

The.records of t~e-Jefferson ~ Gravois Bank, 
St. Lou.is~ Miss·ouri,_ pertaining to a regular checking· account of 
J'OHN RAV were made available by MR. A .. _ G. ARB, Vice-President, 
of that bank, to SA..-4. HOWARD C .. KENNEDY, 5-15"":"68. -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.:_. 

SL 4A-775 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Records of the Jefferson-Gravois Bari.k, concerntng . the. · 
closed checking account of JAMES Lo OWENS, were made available 
by MR. Ao. G., ARB$! Vice-President, to SA- (A) HOWARD C. KENNEDY,. 
May 16, 1968.. , 
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JA}?:wma. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

RE: JERRY, J,¼YNES - FATHER 
. . \ . .. . . . 

The follow'ing'investigation was conducted by SA JAMES A. 
DUn'EY at Center, Missouri, 5-16-6_8_: c·-: 

' ~ ;, 

. · _:, MR., JOHN c. RODGER, Casll:hieir,: Center State B:armk, obt~ined 
the· fi,im for trrue: bank.',s .lnJ1.siL1rness 9-11-61, that ,ref.lects· a rcrcie1Ck, 
dated 9~9-67, p~y~ble to JfERRY '}~AYN.ES -or RAYNS, in .tlbte anmount 'of 
$1900 d;rrawra on ·the· 'Manufactwrex-s Bairnk &i!M:11.' ·Trust Co., ·sLMO~ sigll1led 
CAROL PEPPER, endorsed JERRY RAYNES with second endorsement by 
HAROLD WALKUP, trustee. _ .. . ·:.~· . , '. . . . . · 

MR·. RODGER 'st_a,ted that :this was part of' the payment f'or 
46 ac~es foreclosed by the bank, and·sold 9-9-67, at a Sheriff's 
foreclosure sale, said property bei~g pur~h~sed ~y ~ERRY R..~Y~TIES. 
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44-775. 

ADMlNISTnATIVE: 

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX l>ROJECT 

• •••• . •. 

. -On June 5, 1968~ MR., ·wjLLIA1'fE 0 'KENNEDY, Audito:r,· 
Manchester Bank, 4:015 C"if.o.t~<a:u, Sto L·ouis, Missouri, advised SA . 
HAROLD ·a.DOBSON th.at, as. a matte;t: of self prot~ction, allba11,ks and 
financial ··institutions: in the Met·. area of St. LQuis ~pd ~t;. Louis. 
County; Miss.ouri, are participants iI;J.: a chain pyramid telephone 
call system initiated by him whereby lt is possible, within a. . 
relatively short time, to de:tex-mine if. any named individual ·has utiU.zed. 
the financial or other ·services. of any of .such institutfons at any.-· •,.· 
specific time o A check· completed on th~t· date, pursuant to· a· . 
requ~st by SA DOBSON made on May 31, 1968, failed to disclose tp.at 
any- individual using subject's name, o;r any of his· al:i,ases known 
to that date, was the record hol4er of· a sa.fety deposit box at 

·any of such institutions during the period f:rom April 23 to July 18, 
inclusive, 1967.. · · · 
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JRM/ral 

'ADMINIS.TRATiVE: 

Re: OBSC~NE PEN-PAL CLUB 

The following investigation wa~ conducted by 
SA J. ROBERT MEIGS on June 5, · 1968: · . 

RON WILLIAM$ .. 
ST. LOUIS'' 'MISSOURI .. I 

I 

Postal Ins·pecto:i;' ~o c. WENSMAN, ·Federal ·.court House, 
St~ ;Louis, Missouri,, advised RQ~ALD WlLLIAMS (c·ase n,umber · .. 
~64..:.46572-E). does -n·ot oper~te a pen~pal c1u'b as such. He said , , 
he has written ·to ·club and possibly to individuals sending 
them his nude: phbtographs in effort to get them interested in 
various types of sex· parties~, He sa;i,d RONALD .WII,LIAMS livei; .. 
at 8417 Virginia Avep.ue, telep;ho;ne VE2-2697'~ WENSMAN desfres . 

. to be informed: if: W:ILLIAMS is :to be interviewecl. . ' ~ . ,• ~ ·; "· ~ : ;-

RJS .. 

Mr.· WENSMAN advis~d RJS (case ·number ·364-.46385-E) > 
stands :for ROBERT'. J'. SUDOMA, ·:,i53!$ MaiJi Street·, Apart'ment C-3 ~ · 
He said SUDO~ ·_ha'~(· been s.ome.what act iv~. since July, 1967, and . 
he specialiZef; in···.sending out pornagraphtc photographs upon •: 
request. Sa:id .he does ·not. use co:nunercial mailing lists and , 
does not. take;: h;i~ .O}Vll ~pictures·. Sta·ted Just getting started .. 
and is practically, unknown. , . . . . . 

' . ·. ,.•"- ' \ 

WENS~~ '~~in1;;ed out, however, t~at SUDOMA is un:der ·. 
· active investiga1>;ion: by his· department and do~i; not want, 

SUDOMA interviewed its it would jeopardizehis'case. 
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SL 44-775 
JAD:pjh: 

· RE: FORMER NE.IGHBOR 

. ' . . 
' . ., ..... -- .,,~, ··, ... ' -.-· ··"·· _, ..... , ... , ...... 

'ADMINISTRA'.I'IVE 

LAFAYETTE DILTS 

. . . Mr.~ FREED FISH, Post~l Cler·k ·. (pro:t"ect . identi'ty)., • 
LaGrange, .- Missouri, on May 29, 1968, advised SA JAMES A. : ;_ · 

. D~FEY ~l:lere is no recotd that. LAFAYETTE DILTS, or MAHALA 
LA MARR. are presently or baye.-ever· ,r.ec~ived. mall -through 
this. post· office. Mr. FISll- s.tated-·ne -·lias .·_1iyed- ·nere" for. 
24 years,:. has .. oper.ated, ·and -dio"es ·operate a· tavern and 
restatiran·f, · has 'served as City Marsha.:i,: l>ut .in these occu.~ 

. pa ticns ha.s never heard of DILTS 0>r_ LA ·MARR. 

f: . r . 

CT.OVER PAGE' 1) PP 
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SL '14~775 
JAD/ral. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

· Re:· RAY Associates 

Prison records, u. s. Penitentiary, 1,eavenworth, 
Kansas,. ·reflected that s.ubject listed as "friend'~ ·"JERRY RYAN,.· 
Box 113, Lancaster, Missouri", while an inm~te there 1955-1958. 

,_ , JI 

. DUFFEY: 
The following investigation. wa,s conducted' ·by SA JAMES A • 

. Mr. WAYNE BUTTS, Assistant Postmaster (protect identity), 
Lancaster, Missouri, on 5/7 /68, · advised he: has ··no record or 
r~collection of any person named JERRY RY.A.N, RAYN, or RAYNES 
ever living or receiving mail through .thi~ off ice. during the .,. 
past t:wentyfive years. He stated •that.P. o. Box .113 was re11ted 
in Sept.ember, 1953, by Mr. 'l'OM WEBSTER, now deceased, wl}o kept·· 
;i. t until 19&4 when he d;i.ed. · 

· · COVER -PAGE.· '/5:'J!.~ . 
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WRB:mjb 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

on·· May 16,. ·19es·11 lnquiry· at the. Post ·office, at· Pa~col~,· 
•Missouri, disc:losed that MAMIE. HOOKER was residing-in care· of her 
somi., ·JAMES HOOKER at Le'bal!1loimp Missouri .• · J:t · was suggested· ~hat the' 

· U e s. Postmaster at Wardell would have infiO\rmatiolil\ · coimcerning addi-. ·. 
tioimal relatives 9f MA~~~ HOOKER~ · ,, :r · · ': -< 

• ,, •1· .,. 
~·- .J ·~ :, .. \ • 

Ol!l that same date, DALLAS HICKERSON, ·JJ. rs~ Po~t~aster.~. : ·: 
Wardell, advised that J. Co' HILL-IN is·the_father·o:t:,MAMIE.HOOKER • .' . .. 
J o1 Co HILLIN f . approximately 90· to 9f$ years· of . age and who_ live~ · · 
near Wardell~ was a half-brother to BARNEY DAILEY.~ ·He. further related· 
that J ~ Co . llliltLLXN and BARNEY. DAILEY. we7'°e -Riot very close· due·. to . 
their differel!llce il!ll their ages. aimd tlll,at J •. Cf l!ULLIN _is- 1I11ow s~nile '. 
and almost <e(Q)_ll!!llpletely irra tiol!lltal ~ . .- · . 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 
RE: . NATHAN. J. MURPHY - . FORMER INMATE 

The following investigation was conducted·by SA. 
CHARLES S •. DUKE at St. Louis, Missouri: 

Teletype from Kansas Cit'y to the Bureau, May 2~, 
1968, indicated that former inmate, NATHAN J. MURPHY, was 
paroled July 28, 1964, from the Missouri State Prison and 
was to reside with his wife, name not listed, at.2837 Eads 
Avenue, st. Louis, Missouri .. 

Several unsuccessful attempts were made on May 24, 
1968, to.contact the residence at 2836 Eads Avenue. 

On May 27, 1968, CHARLES MOSS, mail carrier for 
the St. Louis Post Office, Benton Route #427, advised that 
he has been delivering mail for the past 10 years and did not 
recall the name.of NATHAN J. MURPHY or Mrs. MVRPHY as residing 

. at 2836 Eads Avenue. 

MOSS stated that the house was purchased approxi­
mately 8 to 9 months ago by an elderly man and wife by the 
last name of BOUDOU (phonetic). He said that the house was 
vacaµt prior to that for approximateiy 6 to 7 months. MOSS 
said that he did not know the man's name but th~ wife 9 s name 
was TRUDY BOUDOU. · 

C;OVER PAGE PG,$ 
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SL: · 14-775 
. DR:jfb 

ADMINISTRATIVE~ . 

• 
.i 

:•: ;:,.·. ,··. 

· FELLOW' PRISONER - ROBERT LYNN POWELL 

Pursuant to information received from th(?i .. Kansas .City 
Division that prior to RAY's escape from the Missouri State 

_Penitentiary, he was allegedly urged by inmate, ROBERT·LYNN 
POWELL, to ''beat up" a girlfriend of his named FRANKIE 
BARBARA (phonetic) at Doe ·Run 9 Missouri 9 when he got out,· 
the following investigation was conducted by Special .Agent 
DOUGLAS ROSENBERGER on May 7 9 1968: · 

Contact with the following persons- failed to. ·further 
identify FRANKIE BARBARA or indicate that a persqn by that name 
is residing or has been known to_- reside at Doe. Run~ Missouri: · 

Sheriff KEN BUCKLEYj Farmington, Missouri; 

Check of Post Office current Telephone 
Directory for Doe Run; Missouri; 

Magistrate Judge FRANCIS RENTFRO, Doe 
Run, Missouri;· 

Corporal WILLARD PETRUS·, Missouri Sta,te. 
Highway Patrol 9 Farmington, Missouri. 

. ' 

It should be noted that., an interview with the father of 
ROBERT LYNN POWELL set forth in .the body of this report- indicates 
that the name FRANKIE·BARBARA and the address of Doe ijtinj 
Missouri; was· .us~d by several girl$ 9 . whose identities are 
unknown to him, in corresponding with his sori. · · 

The foregoing was placed in the administrative secti·on 
of the report due -to the· Post Office ~ontact·. 

POWELL is a prime suspect in the recent robbery of the 
BAN'K OF .LEADWOOD, MOOj a)!].d' intensive effl(}Jc>ts to locate him are' ' 
z·eflected in that file. · y 

·COVER PAGE #II H 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: -

During the period May 9 - 13, 1968, all laundry 
and dry cleaning establisl'nlmel!llts in the St o Lo1uis City and County 
were mailed a·circular re JAMES EARL RAY, including the current 
IO and background "informatio10.._. T~is mailing list i,ncluded·every 
.such business listed iin :the current issue o·f SOUTHWESTERN BELL 
TELEPHONE YELLOW __ PAGES DIRECTORY whicJ;:i. wo_uld approxi·mate .. 640 
establishments. 

COVER PAGE lIC. * 
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FD•204. (Rev. 3--3-59) 

Copy to: _ 

Report of: 

Date: 

• J 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION- . 

SA- HAROLD Ro DOBSON 
Ju.rne __ 25, 1968 

Office: ST., JLOUIS 

Field Office File No.: SL: Bureau File No.: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR.. MAR'F:U:N LUTHER K1CNG ll JR = 
VICTIM 

GIVIJL RIGHTS~ CONSPIRACY; 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFJD.'iEMENT ... · ROBBERY 

Synopsis: - · RAY ~,n.k~ow,n. to St o Louis· Ba:!!."tellide:ws' ij1nion,. aliid did not 
seek em.ploym.eimt as M,::irte!Old®l" at CCO'OJllrntx•y 'clmtbs SJ. st: .. Lo~is OX" St" :lLo'll.ll.iS 
Co.; Mo. · MSP ilDlm1i.~te JAM!E;S Do WA.LUCE illcegrepl .. -he, ia!.ltlld. wi-fe olb>Served ·. 
subject and JAMES LOA.MA OWENS. at ·entiriei,imcie of·-Jteffii:lirsrQ>n-Gll.~avois JBank, 
SLMO, Summer., -1961 ~ O'W'ENS <c:la;imed -he .wa1:, alone-- only tt¥ie. he me_t 
WALLACE at that location 1965 0 MRS" WALLACE. unap;n.e,..to recall ·,. 
incident; BarC1k ·nas no reco1•d of any ,-buslrrness ·with. -BAY or; ,OWENS; · ·· 
1967., Former inmr121.te .. '!l'lUt{Ef:r H 0 CARPENTER alleged, lble'. observed subject 
three times·-'between. 5/li()' ~n.d· I1/6p!, -illll 1800-."block ~f- South 11th St., ' 
SLMO;. th.at subject biol"rowed $10 and indicated ln\e- dffsired ~un. 
Neighborhood m~gi!itive. this .area a Former irifuate .. JTQHN PAUL VElsANTI 
allegep joi"me:rc• iID1limat 1e. RUSSELL P;; BRA~N- t0l1tLlilim" he had .obs~irved 
RAY briefly in 1800, block .of, Miss o Ave o,: SLMO, tw.o ·we~~s following 
MSP escapeo . BRAjfNEN denied" .. No-1800 ,block of Miss .. Neighborhood . 
surrounding area uu11i:p,roduc'tive. SLPD Field Interrogation. Reports of 
individua.'ls questioned, but not arr·ested in above areas· for 1967, 
negative as to persons of RAY Ws .name. alrJld·. aliases Q No' unidentified 
cadavers~ st·o _-Louis _, st·~ ,-Louis Co;,. Mo.~ .-4-4-~8."-to, date. BAY 
unknown to Salvation Army -and oth\(:;!r clliaritable type missions.· JAMES' 
DAVID DAJl'.LEY denied acqua:itntance,,or.,as15ociatio~ with R.4.Y o .-Interviews 
with fellow prisoners" set out O Relatives JERRY RAY:l\JES·ll. "CAROL' PEPPER 
and JOHN L../4,RRY RAY repeatedly denied c·oJ!ll.tact with RAY or knowledge -
of his whe:rt.'eabouts subsequent to :MSP escape .. .A)RMED AND DANGEROUS 

0 

p 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and 
its contente are not to be distributed outside your air ency, · • ' , . 
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SL: 44-775 · . 
CBB:klr 

RE: B,AY JBACKGROUNl>: EpUCATION 

The following investigation wa~ conducted by Special 

·. Agent CLET::B:~/:::to: ,s:~3::;::~M:::t::~::w:::' 2:~s::::~' 
· ApartJll:,~~t. J.C,,, advised b~on interview that he ,has been teachipg · 

commercial subjects in the Parkway·High School District for the 
past eleve.n years. He went to grade school in Ew-ing, Missouri, 
and his picture recently appeared, on the.front page of Life 
magazine in a group photograph, along with subject JAMES EARL· 
RAY and <±her members o_f t];le Ewing grade school: 

A. letter w:ri tten by BROWN appear·s in ·the current issue 
of Life magazine'.on the pag~ reserved for letters.to.the editor.·· -- ' - . . ., 

' ' . 

According to BROWN, this letter has be(;)n edit<3d to 
the extent that it is hardly recogniz~ijle from the le~ter he 
actually sent tq Life mag13-zine. He s:tated his reason for . 
writing this lette.r to -Life magazine was -to register a' protest 
with the :magazine in coniie'ction with th.e·- story they ran about 
subject RAY in a recent issue in.which .he was described as a 
ivmean · kid II and :a · "bully. " 

BROWN, after graduating from. higb school at Ewing, 
Missouri, in 1946, attend~q the Gym City Bl.lsiness College·. at 
Quincy, ,_,_Illinois;. the State college at Kir],{sville, M:i,$souri; 
and the Universfty of_ Wyomi..ng. He ~oes not 1".0Cal:l. having seen 
subject RAY since the{r ''grade school days at Ewing and has no 
information wh;atever as _to where_subject·might. be at the present 
time. 

Mr~ BROWN advised that in the event he +eceives any 
information in the future concerning t;Qe possible whereabouts 
of the subject as a result of his letter to Life magazine or 

, anyother reason, he will immediately furnish same to the 
St. Louis FBI Off ice •. 

7 
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• 
RE: FORMER NEIGHBOR: · I.AFAYETTE DILTS 

Informa~~pn was ~ece:i.ved ·1:r~m the· Spririgfietd Division . 
that one LAfAYETTEl./PILTS, ;f cn."~er bQ9tlegger, haq form~rly resided 
in the s~me .neighborhood as- subject •s fami1,y in Quincy, .,I.ll_inois, 
during the 1940's. -It was bel:i,.~ved DJLTS currently resides· at 
LaGrange, M~ssou;ri" ·. ·-• · 

The. ;followi[lg t~v·es;tigation wall$· ¢o~clq.~ted- by'_ ~A JAMES 
A., DUFfEY: . 

The fotlowtng persons·;_ all. I:orig.:;,:fime· residents of· the· 
village of LaGrange~ Mi;SS(>Uri, were· contl/i,cted ··in an· effort to 
locate LAFAYETTE DILTS, :eormerly 'of';·Quincy;· Illiriols~' and ·his' 
girlfriend,- MAHALA LA MARR, but :qop~ J.?.ad eve;r . heai"q ot. ei tber: · 

. - • ' .. ·-·, _; . ' ... ., . . . -· ,., .. - - .• :·, ·_;_\i4 .. . 

Mrs. AZALINE M4iERS, Cashier, LaGrange ;$ta te Ba1;1k, .. · 
May 29, . 1968; . , · ·_ _· · :·. - . _. :·-- ··:\': 

Mr~ GEORGE RICHI;E, Richie ~arage L :M~y- 2~;~: 1968; -· 

Mr~ · CHA,RtES . BROWEij, C<:>mmerc;i.al _Fisherma_~~'".}~1,ff,Y 
29, 1968 • · . . ·•'ic'.i-' 

.:.- - .>.:.:<.,· ··-

Mr. BERT SMI'J'll', Gonune!rc:l.al··Fi~µer'8an, 06if:M~''y· -29; 1968, . ·-_·_ 
advised that LAFADT'l'E DILTS h~s never- lived in La.Gr~,nge, Missou~i, ."_-- · 
He stated that he knew DILTS as a commercial fisherman several · · 
years ago, and his last aGcc;,1,mt-·of him_ was ·1;ha,t he._-1:(ved in. · -
Quincy, Ill:i.no:is" He .adv;i.sed that- DEWiY ~OCK, a commerci.i.l , 
fisherman who lives in. Qu:i.Jj~y, lllino:is:·, will :1u~ow DILTS' whe:i;-e..­
abouts.· He stated LO~ can. be loca~ed, and probably DILTS aiso; 
·by contacting YANCEY'S FlSIJ MARKET at the :toot of Broadway in· 
Quincy, Illinois. · · 

' ..... •·.· 
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Re: aAY Associates· 

. . Prison r~cords, U, S •. Pen:i, ten~J~ry; Leavenwort~,,- _ 
Kansas, reflected that sliQJ.·~ct listed as ''fri~nd'' ~•~~n1_n;· 1,tYJ\,N., 
Box 113, Lancas.ter, fvlissouri", w)iile ~µ, inmate ther'e~ -195 ~19'58, 

•. • I ' ' , ' • • • • 

. . 

The foll9~i11g investigatiop was· con_duc:ted ·by SA JAMES A.· 
.DUFFEY: 

·on May 7, 1968, Mr. THOMAS MITCHELL, Cashier, Bank 
of Lancaster,· Mr. HARRX ME~VIN, President; Ban~ of Lancaster, 
Judge WALTER.HIGBEE, Mrs. ?LORA REDMAN,-Co1.u1ty Clerk; who main­
tains the permanent Voters Registration for Schuyler County, 
Mrs. MARSIJA JUDD, Clerk of Magistrate Court, and Sheriff G~EN 
LEFLER, Sher:l.ff 's. Of:fice, a;t.l Lan.caste.~, Misso1,1:ri, ~nd 1ife 
residents, each.cht9cked his records alid advised there ii; no 
record of any JERRY RYAN, JERRY RAYN,.or JERRY RAYNES. NoQe 
could recall any such person as ev~:,.- living here~ . Mrs. T.0M 
WEBSTER. stated she knew no such pers~n. . ·· 

On May 8, 1968~ Mrs. GEORGJA Wi~S0N, Manager, Adair 
County Credit Bureau,· Kirksville, Miiss,;Ouri, wh,i.ch also .covers 
Schuyler County, advised ~here is no record for any.JERRY RAYN, 
RAYN~ or RAYNES·. 
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. ~L 44-7'?5 

RE: RAY EMPLOYMENT· 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: 

o~· M~y-·1a, .1968~· M~s. NANCE;E .TROXEL·~ .Office Clerk; 
Local #5)., -Bartenders ·Uniop, 3630 Grandel Sqµare, St.· Louis, 
Misspuri, adv:i,,sed _$1\ CLETIS ·a: BIDEWl!:LL. after chec~iilg her · . 
records that they conta1ned"riQ .iriforniaticrn coricerning subject 

· JAMES EARL RAY unde.r his t_r,ue. na~e or any, of· ·h_is. known a;tiases . 

. .MRS o TROXEL, advised. to~al # -~l · is ·tbe oniy' ·aa.rtenders . 
Union in the St., Loµ1$ ~ St. ·:touis County area, and covers 
bartenders at country clubs in that a~ea. 

/0 
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COUNTRY CLUB PROJECT 

Due to the poss:i,.bility that subj~ct could have. inquired of 
country clubs concerning e~ployment· as. a ·b~rte,nder, the following 
country clubs in St. Louis .and St. Louis County, Missouri, _were 
co·ntacted. on dates indicate!:?, w;i.th the resu,lt that no one person 
of subject's appeara,nce was found to have sought such employment· 
personally and no person ot, ·subject'E:1 name 9r aliases .was·found to 
have inquired or. applied bf mail: ... 

CLUB ADDRESS . DATE AGENT - ____, 

BATH AND .TENNIS CLUB 1600 Log ,Cabin .La~e. 5-21-68 JAMES To DEAR~ORN 
. Ao .BRUCE CORNELl., - Manager 

BELLEFONTAINE COU1.ffRY · 900 Fry 
CLUB, . c·., E ~ FREDERICKS 
Man~ger 

BELLERIVE COUNTRY CLUB 12925 Ladue Road 
MICHAEL D~AS - Manager 

BOGEY.FOLF-CLUB 9266 Cla,yton Road 
STANLEY COULTER owner 

CRYSTAL LAKE COID-."TRY CLUB·22~4 Bopp Road 
VID ESSEN - Owner 

5-21-68 n ,, 

5-21-68 . " 

s-21.:..ss " " 

,, 

DEER CREEK CLUB . '9861 DIE;}er Creek-·Uill _ 5.;..21-68 ALAN E. MCELWAlN. 
JACK BURROUGHS - Manager 

FOREST HXiJS COUNTRY· CU.TB Clayton .~nd Clarkson 5-21-68 ALAN E., MCELWl\.IN 
RAY KARR - Manager _ 

GLEN ECHO COUNTRY CLUl3 Luca~ and Hunt ·aoa.d · ·. 5..:.21-68 . " " 
MIKEY BIERMANN - . 
Office Manager 

·.J l 
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'. 

GREENBIUAR .HiLI.S. COUNTRY 12Ei65 Big' Bend - ,5 ... 21-a·s .· ALAN :E ... · MCEJ.,WAIN 
~LUB, 'J. H; D.IEKROEGlii.at ~ \. _, 

· ~fanager · · · .-, 

HILLCREST COUNTRY. CLUB ·s100 Fine . 
JOSEPH W o -SMITH - Manager 

11· 

LOG CABIN CLUB- . 
J,o V ~ TAYLOR - owner 

9456 .Clayton Road 5-21-68 'JOHNO. TRETHWl\Y 

-MEADOWBROOK COUNTRY CLUB 
·HELEN WALLERSTE'IM - ' · · 
Secretary 

OLAYTON and K~hr~ ~ill· 
Road . . · 5-~l-68. - ·91 : 

NORWOOD HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 5500 Lucas and Hunt -5-21-68- '' 
DORIS SCHAEPER' ."." Secretary 

OLD WARSON COUNTRY CLUS 9841 Old Warson 
,ELLEN CAPRA - ~ecretary. 

· ST. LOll1Jl:S COUNTRY CLUB . _ 400 J.;lar~es 'Roaq 
THQMAS.HACKET? - Manager 

it 

19 

'·' 

it 

SUNSET COUNTRY CLUB ·­
JAMES .. ELDON - Manager 

_9555 Geyer 5-21;..68 LAWRENCE :a .. CUR'J:'XN 

- TltIPJPLE A GOLD AND forest Park 
TENNIS CLUB ·· _ - .. "" -·· 
ERNES.'1' SCHWARTZ - Secretary 

WESTBOROUGH COUNTRY- CLUB 631 South· Ber:ry ~oad 5-.21-~8 " . 
lt~RIE CANTONY - Secretar~ 

WESTWOOD. COUNTRY CLUB 
CARLO RADDE - ~~nage~ •. 

ll801 Conway lf,oaq 5-21-68 " 

" 

" 
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DRS:mjb 

. · RE : · :FELLOW PRIS ONE~: JAMES L. OWENS 

SHUMWAY: 
· The following .inv.estigation was conducted. by SA DEAN R •. 

:AT ST~· LOUIS, MISSOURI 

On May 14, .1~68, the K~nsas City Division ~dvised that 
a review of Missouri State ;J?risQ!Il\ r~cords. reflected DVJ!~,:tf,Si.: wa'3 
employeda:; a boiler maker for the Combustion Engineer!~g Company 
in 1947. · ·· · · · · 

. . ' . 

. . Oin May 15; 1968, Mr. ROJBERT E ;1 SC~;LOEl\'lAN, F>ersonnel 
Director.,. .. , Combustion EngiJieering Company., 5319 Sb:feve Avenue, 
St. Louisi; Missouri, -advi$ed-.that hj,~ company has no· ·record of 
JAMES OWENS'employmemit, but·he personally.recalls OWENS.was 

·employed-there approximately twenty years ago. He explained 
th~t C~mbustioim Engiimeeriimg has _been :s~bjected to a reco~ds . 
retermtioio. eval1U\atiollm, and as· a resil.l!.JJ. t· _personnel records ar$ !IP.OW 

_mai~t~ilIP.ed for olIP.ly te~ ye~rs. · 
. . . 

. OWENS:- was. a.:· fair employee, a good worker, but was 
u.ltimately discharged ~tor raf:fliimg. off E::1tolen guns on ~om,pany. 
property. SCHLOEMAN a,dv-if3ed that OWENS ~a,d been suspected, of 
the activity for some_time before filllally discharged upori being 
caught in the shop with· a loaded rifle. SC~LOEMAN advised he 
has no knowledge of any associate.s of OWENS still working at th~ 
plant but 'that one GEORGE SPINK wo1Utld-be ab e to advise if any 
of OWENS' friends still remained. · ' · · . . 

. . 

On },fay ~ -15, 1968, Mr o GEORGE SPINK, 846 Newport Stre_et, · 
St. Lo1Utis, Misscn1ri, advised he. knew JAMES OWENS. at the Combustion 
Engineering plant nearly 20 years ago bu.t has not heard of •nini 
since OWENS was fired for ra:(fling stolen guns. · SPINK advised . 
. he knows of no one who is an a~iisociate or. friend of OWENS at the 
plant, and has no idea of who else might know OWENS or wh~re he 
is ato . 

. , 
-r .·.: 
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FD-302 (Rev, 1-25-60) 

l Date __ M_a-=-y_l_7""""»_1_9_6_8 __ _ 

JAMES LOAMA OWENS 11 Rural Route Number 3, Sunrise 
Lakejl DeSoto, Missouri, (Jefferson County)p telephone number -
Justice 6-2944, who stated he is currently emp~oyed as.an 
automobile salesman by the Arnold Chevrolet Company 1 Crystal 
Cityp Missourip furnished the following information: 

In 1959 OWENSP while on parole from the Illinois 
State Penitentiary at Menard 11 Illinois, on a conviction for 
robberyp was residing at the Sto Louis Rescue Mission located 
at approximately 4200 Olive Street, St. Louis, Missouri, 
which was a sort of ,vhalf-way" house where ex ... convicts and 
parolees residedo It was at that Mission in 1959 that OWENS 
first met and became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAYc OWENS 
recalls that 99BLACKJrnvv AUSTJl:N, who was also on parole out of 
Menard 1 was also residing at the same Mission in StQ Lou.is 
at that time and brought RAY around to the Mission as a friend 
and it was as a result of this that OWENS became acquainted with 
RAY .. 

OWENS, as one of the conditions of his· parole, was 
employed at that time at the Ste Louis Rescue Mission, as a 
barbere 

After OWENS became acquainted with RAY 1 he learned 
that RA.Y's mother and grandmother were then operating a rooming 
house o~ Hickory Street near M~ssiijsippi Avenue in Ste Louis 
and OWENS assumed that RAY was living with the mother and 
grandmother· th®re, alth~~gh he did nQt have specific information 
in that regard., OWENS does recall on one or two occasions he 

accompanied RAY to the rooming house operated by the mother and 
grandmother., 

OWENS has always 'liked RAY, characterizing him as 
a quiet fellow, who never pried or bragged., He was a thinker--,· 
and a reaqero He read a wide variety of things and OWENS 
does not recall that he had any special interest in any 
particular subject or topic of reading materiale RAY also 
liked automobiles and liked guns .. The type .of guns which RAY 
apparently liked and the only type of guns OWENS knew of him 
to have were pistols and handguns, riot rifles or shotguns o \ 

On 5/16/68 at Jefferson County~ Missou~fle fl SL: 44=775 

SA ALBERT J~ RUSHING AJR:jfb 5/16/68 
by SA ROBERT lL., BENDER · Date dictated ________ _ 

This documen't contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI :and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to __ be distributed outside your agency,. 
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. . ' .. . 
OWENS lea~ned that.RAY was- an excellent shot and. 

that RAY sometimes went to secluded spots for target: shootingo 
OWENS once went with RAY somewhere il!ll Illinois for target 
mooting, at.which time RAY had with him two· .38 caliber r 

pistels. OWENS -~hot with RAY on this occasion and o_bs~rved· 
. · that RAY was extrE!mely expert· and could shoot at a·~·~an .. ·. . 

~nd keep it bounciltllg by firing at it al!lld hitting it·. repeate,cUy 
·before it stopped!_ ll:'oilli:img. · 

_·,, )In /al,SSOJ~:ft..[a].tiol!ll with RAY illll. 1959 OWENS leairned- .th:ai.t · · 
RAY was a moderai.te drinker, who obi.di not·· d:irilillk beer and -whose 
favorite drink appeared to be Bourbon highballso OWENS knows of 
no particular tav~rn where RAY frequented but observed that, 
RAY usually d~ank at tave~ns· in the vicinity· of Sarah and 
Olive· Street imi St., Loui~s, which 1iw_as. il.l!'A the ·vicinity of tbe · 
Missiiollll whlelr.e OWENS u~~w,lly saw RAW wh~lill tlb1tel latteJr .l~am.e 1p)y · 
the MissiolD.., 

OWENS observed -th~t RAY had! no employment during_ 
this time but was obviously a p.rofessioimal thief Wh!Ql 
apparently puJlle_d, mailll\ly roblbeJries aimd @ccas:i[l)imally s©me · 
burglaries. 

. . . -· 

. OWENS chalfacteJrizes RAY as a 90:p:l.lst<ail maJIP.. ov RAY··· 
was definitely a 99loner .. 00 

.. . 

Jrn co~versa,tions, OWENS·- learllll.ed. from RAY that RAY 
ha.d served a Feder~l sentence following a theft of money orders 
.wit.h another man and it appeared ·from _comments made by RAY 
that: he mistrusted other people and would not go cm jobs with 
another_person. 

-RAY impressed OWENS as having sympathy for commQilll 
people and for the working ma:rm and RAY express·ed a philosophy( 
that he would only hit places of bu$inesses such as would 
probably be cove:ired by insurai.nce o ·. 

17 
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On two or three occastons RAY came to the Mission 
with an older man, about sixty years of age, whose first name 
was JACK and whose surname was something like GOAN (phonetic)o 
OWENS learned that this man JACK was on parole out of Menard! 
and was considered by RAY as an old friendo OWENS cut this 
old man's hair once or twice at the Mission. He gained the 
impression that this old man, JACK, was an old professional 
buE·glar alllid that he was' 0'kinky 0

' (still pulling burglairies) 
even theno OWEN'S has no definite iiuformation as to whether 
P~\Y and JACK. ever went on any jobs together but observed 
th~t they were obviously very friendlyo 

During this period in 1959 RAY always appeared to 
have money and to be "well-heeled, w, al though he never worked o 

J[t was obvious to OWENS that RAY was obtaining his money from 
robberies and burglarieso RAY was thrifty and appeared to sav~ his 
mol!!H~:!/6 On Ofille tG,::casiiorot, at RAY'S lt"equest1 OWEMS dlr<ove RAY to 
a bafilk in ~to Louis located on South Broadway nea~ the Anheuse~­
BuS'ich Brewery and RAY told OWENS on thi:s occasion that he . 
h~,d an account at th.at ba:nk. OWENS waited in the car outside 
while RAY went in the bank and RAY then returned! to the car 
and showed OWENS $1,000.00 worth of Travelers Checks» which 
OWENS tmdell:'stood ha.d been purchased by RAY in the banko 
OWJE~NS did! not positively kIDl<OW whether RAY had ta.ken cash ilDl.tO 
the bank to piu.r.chase thes~'I'ravelers Checks or had! wi thdra:wn 
the necessary funds for the purchase fll'."om the account w.hich 
RAY said he had in t.h~ same ba.nko. RAY told OWENS that he had 
purchased these Travelers Checks for the purpose of taking 
a trip to Canadao 

It was about a month later when OWENS next saw RAY, 
at which time RAY said he had been to Canadao RAY did not at 
any time explain to OWENS why he had gone to Canada., This 
was characteristic of aAY, how~ver, who was always extremely 
clnsed=mouth and did not generally explain his activitie;s to 
:anyone. 

'With regard to the possibility. of· a!!ly iotller rn.oney that 
RAY might have had in a bank; OWENS has so~e vague recollection 
in the back of his mind that RAY might have at some time 
mentio~ed having mo~ey in a bank other.than the one referred to 
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above; but OWENS can recall no specific information· in· this 
regard., . -' 

OWENS can recall only one additional associate or. 
acquaintance of RAY during the 1959 period and that person was 
"BLACKIE" DE CORE, who was from Chicafto ·and who was a gambler 
and former professional prize fightera DE CORE was then about 
forty years of age and was on a life parole out of Menard and was 
staying at the Sto Louis Res~ue Mission at the time. DE CORE 
did not appear to be nearly as close or as-friendly with RAY 

. as did 99BLACKX:E 91 AUSTIN and the olcl man named JACK. 

RAY did not gamble.and did not fool witn narcotids 
or "junk 99 of any kind. He seemed to have the attitude regarding 
women that they were something to use and forget. Actually 
he appeared to pref er a girl who was a ''bum n and was not known 
to have had any girlfriend as such or any coxntinuing assoc_iation-. 
with any girl or woman. 

On the one or two occasions when OWENS was at the 
rooming house on Hickory Street operated by RAY's mother arid 
grandmother, OWENS als9 learned that RA~ had a young kid · 
brother named nauzzy,vv who resided with the mother and g:ra..ndniother., 
OWENS has never known or heard specifically of any other · 
relatives of RAY. 

· RAY always appeared absolutely to have no dislike 
for ·Negroes. On the contrary., he . always seemed to take a'· 
man for what he was, regardless of color. In OWENS'opiniipn, 
if RAY killed MAR'l'IN ;LUTHER KlCNG, as alleged, he did not def· 
so -0ut of any kind of rac~al hatred a~d s~ch an act in OWENS' 
opinion would have had to be for money. · · 

During the-period of their assoc;:i,ation in 1959 RAY 
used various names, always wtth the fi~st name, J!Me T~e only 
three surnames which OWENS can rec:;s,11 as having 1;>een used·by 
RAY were the names qi9qN~Ol,lii RYAN and;~J°.••ii:_:Wh~n OWENS initially 
became acquainted with RAY at the St. Louis Rescue Mission - . 
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RAY was using the name JIM O'CONNORo The name ERIC STARVO GALT 
is completely unknown to OWENS and he has no idea where RAY 
mig~t have obtained or ·thought of ·such·a na~eo · 

Regarding the robbery of the Kroger Stol:"e in St ..... 
Louis by OWENS .and RAY in 1959, OWENS furnished the followi'ng 
information: 

Contrary to what OWENS regards as RAY's usual 
characteristic of carefully planning anything he did, the 
robbery of the Kroger Stpre was a stupid job which occurred 
nat the tail-end of a drunk." Although RAY did not normally 
drink to excess at all, RAY and OWENS on this. occasion had 
been drunk and were still under the effects of that when 
th19 robbery was pulled.11 and it wa~ merely an effort to g,et· 
additio~~.l money to continue their drinking. · RAJ[ informed 
OWENS that somebody had spotted this supe:irmaikiet which should! 
be good for several thousand dollars. R.i\Y had already c.:.~sed 
it. RAY had with him the same two e38 caliber guns which 
OWENS and RAY had previou$ly used in target shooting and RAY. 
furID.dshed one of these. guns to OWENS for this robbery o · 

. RAY had stolen an old FQrd automobile which was 
their :first get=away car and they then switched to OWENS' automobile, 
at which time some witness apparently o·btained the license number 
on OWENS'. car. OWENS and RAY, immediately following the ;robbery, 
went to:· a rooming house on Park . Avenue near Mississippi Avenue 
in St. Louis whe~e RAY then had a room .. They went to MY'~ 
room and a few minutes later., when OWENS came out to his car, 
he found the car sul"ll."ounded with police who arrested OWENSo 

· The polic~ ,then went into the .hous~ and arrested RAY. 
aiso·.. Neither RAY nor OWENS were ever.released on bond follow-· 
ing-'th~ir arrest .. ·owENs'·entered a.plea.9f g'liilty to the robbery 
charge and received: a·. sentence of seven . year,s o . RAY,· however, 
insisted on going to trial and was sentenced to twenty _yearso 
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OWENS,· after his plea of guilty, pJfeceded RAY to 
·the Penitentiary at Jeffex,son City, Missouri, and had already 
be~n there several months when RAY arrived to.serve the_ 
twenty-year sentence. 

OWENS was released from the Missouri State Pejnit;rent:ii.ary 
in 1963 upon completion of his se1mtence a.Im~ was immecdlia"tely ·· 
thereafter 1~eturned to the Illinois State Peiodtential'.'Y at 
Men3,rdl &s a Parole Violator on the·robbel"y col!llviction .. ·owENs· 
owed twenty-three months Qn that par(O)].e VJ'i.(tlll_atio~.. He completed 
all of that term and received his out~ight release in May; 
1965, from Mena~d~ 

OWENS· thereaftelC'· returned to' St.;' Louis and was' ~-
bl!"ief ly empl\oyed :as· a Full elf Brush Salesm.an ilDl St.. Louis, .- · 
:fiDilo,~•i!llJ:g wh:ii.clbl .lble w~s: e:m.Jpill!j)yedl f:ir©m Oct©be~·, · ·195.5, to February, 
1966, ai.s a maiintiel!llance man·at ·washi1lllgt@lll 'lO'llllive.rsity illl St. 
Louis., In Febr1.1:a.ry ~ 1966 1· OWENS wel!llt -to, ·ca.JLif(mrnia, Wh,!E?r>e h'~ 
l~esidled with his mother and brother a:nd\ he. -was employed there 
with White JHie:a:. t Company, 2508 Rallll.dolp.h Street, Huntingtcixf ll?ark, 
California, f<0r about .ten !l!ll(O)lll\ths as· a .,mainteimarmce ma.l!ll., He 
was then employed by th~ W o if. He11ut"y ton11pal!ly 11 . Beckett Street\ 
H~v.t ington Pall"k, Cal itoli:"nia, ullJ!.t il he -_re,tulC'ru.edl tc. St.. Louis 11 . 

Missouri, in Decemh~~ j 1966. · .. ,_., · ·- , · · 
. 1 

. Upon his :u.•(8tu.r:n. to St. Louis .i~ .December·, 1966 P OWENS 
took a vacation fo:r .about a m.onth ·and,,wais 'in-Lms Vegas and-... 

• • • • ' .. . ·- • ~ j • • '' •. • ,.,. • • • • • 

Arizona during that _time ... He was there~fii;~r.employeq.by the " 
Lindell Plaza Hotel, ·st;.·· Louis, as a m.~.i.~t'.Snance man o Tht?jr~after, 
h~ .was employed as. the_ ~hief engineer· ~t(~p.~,- _Liggett and ~eyers 
Tobacco Company :j,n _ __..~t., Lipµis until he begin his presel!llt 
employmeiil!.t~ about five weeks ago, as an automQbile $alesmain w:il.tp. 
the Arno,ld ChevrQlet Company, Crystal City, Missouri.. · 

OWENS.has resided at his pres~nt addlress in Jefferson 
County, Missouri, si~ce July 23, 1961., His last previous address 

;;;. I 

/ 
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was the Missouri Apartments, Delmar Avenuep Ste Louis, Mi~souri, · 
across the·street from St. Luke's Hospital, where ~e lived ~or 
about_ fiv.e months until he moved to his present address o 

While in the Missouri State Penitentiary, OWENS _all'.d 
RAY were never assigned in the same-residence hall, nor were 
they ass'igned in the same wiorking area at any time. OWENS 
worked the entire time in the plumbing shop i:n the PelD.\i tentiary. 
RAY worked in the prison cleaning shop and in the bakery dlux:iJmg 
the time OWENS was in the Penitelll1tiaX"yo How~ver, OWENS did 
see RAY from time totime outside on the Penitentiary yard al:1.id 
occasionally talked to RAY theJr>e. ' · 

There has never been any animosity of any kind"'·betweeri. 
OWENS and RAY and the latter has never indicated any resentment.· 
or any cia:u.se of lt"esentment toward OWENS :in co:nl!llection with thie· · 
gJl"~ger Stolt"e robb~lt"J or for any oth~r ~easona MY has always 
ai.ppelatll"!Eld t:o To~ enti!"r.e1Ly frieIDli:dlly t@wa:iridl OWEN'S alDldl has ltllever 
indicated illli army way that he felt OWENS did anything wrong i~ 
CeJ1!1l)l],eCitit)lll l:i'i th the :lt"Olbbelt"y OJI:' at the time of thieili" alt"ll.~est 'Jlini 
St. Louisa . 

. ,·• .. 

While in the Missouri State Pe~iten~iary, OWENS became 
awaE'e that MY was appa1relllitly dealing :i\.m:. pil].s 1 .such as -­
:Benzedrine allli.d amphetruminell whilClh RAY wai.s irm some mrai.nmier·ob~ 
t~irning outside the Penitentiary alDld was ~~lling t@ irunates 
in the Pellilitentiary. OWENS ocm.h.siom.ally saw excha.nge of . 
mo!lley to RAY fl"om other i:mnates .. OWENS never knew the manner 
in which these pills were being co!rllveyed to RAY in the::. 
penitentia~y but was aware that this type of practice was being 
carried on by oth~r pris@ners in aQ.dition to RAY and-that 
there were varicu~ aeans wherein such items could be brought 
into . the penitentiary., It has been O'WF~S ' general underst·anding 
fieir. example that sometimes gua:irds have been 1!.ll.Sed to bring il!l 
such items, as well as relatives of the inma~es on the occasions 
of their visits, ~r such items have been brought in by 
prisoners who work on th~ E~nor Fa~m and who are not.carefully 
~earched whelrll_retur~ed im.side the walls._ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



8 

SL: 44~775 

OWENS did lDlOt acqu-ire any knowledtge as to how-much 
mo~ey: RAY made in this practice but would ·estimate that:. h'e 
might earn a:s. much as $500.00 _or ·$1,000.00 i,n .the ·course· 
of a year or two., ._ OWENS does X11ot · know how RAY may have got;ten 
his money outs_ide the _penitentiary but again is aware_ that 
there a.;v:oe _ _. various means by which ,inmates have been able to 
accomplish this • 

. OWENS a.iso became a.ware·1omile illll the penite!Dltiary 
that RAY was apparently elDlgagedl i:n making sma.11·1oa:ns to 
inmates. Although RAY himself did.- not ever comment to OWENS· 
conce!".iming this business, OWEN_S at one time had- a cellmate 
who OWENS understood had borrowed money. from RAY.. OWENS· · 
understood that it was the gen_eral practice for imnates· suGh 
as RAY who made loans to re~eive repayment at the rate.of_.· 
$3e00 for $2000., OWENS does llllot believe on the basis -of his· 
gener~l knowledge alllld irmformation that RAY might have_ accumulated_ 
an a:m@i.uunt S>'l\J!Ch as seyelt"&l t.rn(Q)usiaindl -dli0llars: a.is; a r~sult'·: of his 
handling pills and loans in th.e pel!li teimtia:ry. · 

OWENS was still an il!Wllate in the pe~itentiary on the 
occasion when RAY, while working illl the cleaning· pJlaimt, attempted 
to escape by ~uttillllg tw~ oid•ladde~s @llll the wall behind the 

· cleaning plant o Accm:irdillllg to what OWENS heard immediately aftelt" 
this atte:mpited·~scape, the ladders br(Q)lk.e with RAY, a~ a result 
of which he was i:njmt'ed, knockiedl out aIDJ.d discovered by the 
prison gua:trd!Sl ., - . - . 

Sub~equellllt to· OWENS ~elease from the penitenti~ry, he 
Ilea.rd of the incident in_ which RAY allegedly hid oi¥,t .-for a few 
dayE inside the penitentiary., OWENS.!C'eca.lls that -on·:orne 
occasiol!l!., while in the penitentiary, ·RAY. mlElntio:n.ed to· ·him that 
he was too young to remain in the penitentiary and serve his 
entire sentence· and RAY. spoke :in general· terms of the · · 
possibility that he might some dlay attempt to escape~' RAY 
referred to no specific plans in this regard, however. 

Dm;- ing OWENS assoc iia t ioxir with RAY, he learned. from RAY 
that pll."ior to OWENS bec@miXllg a,cq1uiailDltted with RAY in 1959 RAY had 
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made several trips, apparently at least a dozen trips, to 
Mexico. RAY spoke of having been in va:iricoi1U1.s places aKM.ll. 
the only specific places OWENS can ~~call which were melllltiol!ll.ed 
by RAY were Mexico, City, Veracruz, .Acapulco. and. Nogales o RAY 
did not at any time.discuss with OWENS the details of .his 
trips to Mexico 1 althoiugh RAY did mention iirn at least ol!ll.e illllstaimce 
that he had gone to Mexi\C(D) to 00cOJol off o 00 RAY did not discuss 
with OWENS the dleta.il:s of his activitie~ il!l!. Mexico o:rr who he 
knew the~e, but did briefly mention o~ one occasion that one 
time when he was in Mexi.c<0 City he ha\ill become illllvolved in an 
altercation with a man in an alley, who came at RAY with a 
knife, at which time RAY struck the man in the head with a 
pistol and thereafter had to leave Mexico City. 

OWENS i~ of the belief that RAY could not speak 
Spa~ishp despite his trip~ t© Mexic@o li~ that r~ga~dg OWE~S 
Sfa',id he knot~'s: a few worldls of Spani~b but RA\Y imidl not k1lll<OW any 
S:panish .. 

OWENS believes that on the basis of RA.Y's having made 
t:lr':fi.ps to Mexic«:!I im the plal.st 9 RAY might have C('['J)fil\Ceivably g©ne 
to Mexi~o afte~ hi~ ~s~ape i~ 19610 OWENS h~s also been ~w~re 
f~om RAY that the latt~~ was~ ~ilit~~y p~li©emafil\ illl Germariy 
while in 1ni1ita~y service and OWENS woul~ a~sume that RAY 
might, therefore, alsio, gco to Germif:u1y o 

OWlF~S c.lrnall"a<1:;;te:irizes RAY as very :sm.art, a thinker and 
not a talke~o RAY plans every al!l!.gle before he makes~ movec 
OWEN'S f~els t.hat up©in. IU\1i 9 S havillllg escaped f:rrco,m the pel!ll.iteltlltiary 
a:mt even before the in<e;:i<dlenit inwc.o,lving the killing of MAR.TIN. 
LUTHER KING j R..t\Y would l!llOt be ~:'!~pi ~~tedl t(Ql be iXll COIDitmct with 
relatives or previeo>us acqu:ail!li.tani.cies at :9!.IDlY time after the 
escape. 

OWENS feel t, 1ru<Qlweve1!.", in the event RA'ff had· ani· oiiits:i.de 
cont~ct who was assi~tiIDlg him in his illi~it traffic within 
th~ penitel!li.ti~~y and wh© might @we eithe~ m©~®Y o~ a f~vo~ to 
RAY in c@nlffi®©t:iuon w:ii.th thi2;; lbfQll.$3:il.l!l\re~&t; 1 JR/A'if mighrft: quite logically 
C©llta~t this party afte~ his es~apeo 
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With regard to th,e old man n.am~_d JACl{, _ who was 
friendly with RAY in 1959, as previo~sly -referred to, OW~NS 
has never seen or heard of that map again since· 1959 with 

_the exception. that OW~NS did h,eaJ:" somewhere afterward that JACK 
had gpne · back to. Menard as a Parole Viol.a tor. · · 

OWENS has ha,d chec~ing accounts at the following 
banks in Sto Louis, since his ~eleas~ from the Illinois· 
State Penitentiary ~t Menar~, in May, 1965: · 

The.Jefferson-Gravois Bank, where OWENS opened 
a checking a9count in 1965, which was closed 
in a.bout February, 1966, when OWENS werit to 
California; , 

The Manchester Bank, .. where OWENS opened an· 
account in Jan~ary, 1967, and where there 
is still a balance in the account of about 
$3. 00 or $4 .·()O, the ac~ount having be~n· 

- inactive in recent months. 11 
.- · 

Since October, 1967, OWENS has had a checking_account.at 
the American Bank, DeSoto, Missouri, whe~e he' currently has an 
account. · · .:•~-._. · ·· 

Except for.the abQve,· OWENS ~as had no banking business, 
including accounts of any kin4, loans or s;;:1.fe depos~~ boJ,t~s·, · 
at any other bank in St o Louis since his release fx-om Men_ard in 
1965. 

Since OWENS'. release from. t_h~ Missouri State ;p~n:i. tentiaJ;'y ·_ 
at Jefferson City, Missouri, he has had no conta~t of any kind, 
either direct or· incU.rect, with RA}; and they have never h~d any 
co~respondence. OWENS has also had no contact whatsoever with 
any of RAY's relatives,·since OWENS was released froin 'the 
Missouri.State Penitentiaryo The last contact OWENS has had 
with anyone known t·o hi~ to be an, associate or acquain,tance· of 
RAY, w~s v,JB~! AUSTIN, who was in. the Illinois State Peniteptiary: 
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at Menard, while OWENS was the;fe 1963 to 1'965\ ."BJ,,AGKIE'' AUSTIN 
was still at Menard when OWEN~ was-released there._ 

Since about February, 1966, OWENS has not on any 
occasion been inside the Jef~.e;rson-Gravois Bank, nor bas he 
been on foot outside that bank on any occai;;ion Q.U:r'ing that 
period. At the very most, ~emay have passed py the l)ank in 
an automobile o~ one or two occasionso · · 

While OWENS was at the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
he became acquainted with JAMES WALLACE, who was an inmate· 
there. He did not know JAMES WALLACE at all·unti~ he became 
acquainted with him in the p~nitent;iary. OWENS definitely 
was not ~aised with WAU,AGE. 

In 1965, duJ;"ing Whi-ch tim~ OWENS had a checkin'g 
aic::count at the Jefferson Gravois Bank in St. Louis,'. he· r_ecallE;; 
an oc1C:asion when he parked h:is car on tlle bank park~ng_ lot 
to go to the bank. As h~ started in the <bor of· the. ban:tt: for 
the purppse of making a 4espo;i.t to his account, he sa.w JAMES 
WALLACE_p who was standing on tp.e street corn~r outsjde' the. 
bank, with a girl. As OWENS .was going into the bank, WALLACE 
stated to -the effect, "Are you taking some out or P'1.tt;i.ng -
some in?" OWENS replied to the effect, "I:.'m putting ~Q~~ in." 
They had no f.urther · convel."sation. · 

OWENS was q.efinitely alo:,;ie on this occasioif.- OWENS 
never on -any other occasion saw or knew tlie girl· who '·was wtth 
WALLACE and he paid very little attentiQll to her,· as a rf3sult 
of which he cannot descl"ibe he~, except he had i:qipression 1:1:lat 
she was a wh:i. te girl, who was ra tqer 11:eavy-set and •~was no -· 
raving beauty." OWENS is certain th~t thi$· encounter· -at' the 
Jeff arson-Gravois Bank occurred in the summer time, -beca.ul:le 
he recalls that the girl was not wearing a coat and tb,at.1 botµ 
he and WALLACE were weal".ing short ... sleeve shirt$ and:warm 
weather clothing o · ,, · '".• 

The checking account of OWENS at the Jefferson-Gravois 
Bank, as previously r~ferred to, was a joint ~J:lecking acco~nt 
held by OWENS.and his mothel." and was in the.names of JAMES and 
EDA OWENS. 
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OWENS deni~.d. th~t ·he was .. ever ;in the·, company of. JAMES 
EARL RAY at_ i;he Jeffersoii:~Gr'avois Barik.:dtL the .<>"ccasi'on. refer.red to 

: ; -i:; 1 :, r., .,. , ', . ~J • 'r- ~- •'.\ ::-.: .;:. ·-· . ': . .tt - , . ,. ·C - ., . : . ' 

above or on any other: ·occasion$, since··_ OWEN''s rele~se from ::the 
Penitentiary. ;--~ ·.• ·: •' ,, .. '. '/;. ''~"'. "··' , " 

--- He repeatef~ly reiterated his den;i;al that :be bts .seen 
RAY or had any kind of contact w~th him or ,~ny knowledge of his 
whel:'eabouts since RAY escapec;l from the·- penitentiary in 1965. · 

: ·-· ,: " ..... /,·,J. j: . . , :;: ; :l ?~. , -- . . 

OWENS cannot,··recail ever hav:i'..nif'kriown anyo·n·e by the 
name of "COOLEY,," either;•in the Missouri State Pen:i.tenti~ry i 
or elsewhere and·that name has no mea~ing or significance to 
OWENS. , 

OWENS, without hesitation, stated he would be ent~rely 
willing to notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation if he · 
should at any time receive any informat~on which might be 
of assistance in locating JAMES EARL RAY and stated he WQ~ld 
certainly do so. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 

. . .Date . May -.'17 1 1968 
. fo·.. ' ~ ,. ! ' . ··._ ' ,. • • 

·1:0: . .-.·'..·::. ,. _;·,:"i.'• 

.Route Numb:ss -~J~~~~:1.r~~f =r,;fiti~~!~i=r~~~~~-
qol:ffl'tY)"';, wlio- :s1f~.te.~::·sh, .. is: a regi_ster,~.::.~~~~~

1
~: C?:t~re~J~ly ;:/~·_.,1 employed as a nurse'·at the· Bonne Terre,··uospital, Bonne. · •":.'\ .. 

?-'~rr~·;. Missouri, w~~. _'pr~si*t during a~·:~'ill~--~~yiew -OOll<J\19tecf'''· ,_:.: . : 

On 

by 

;t?~'"' S1iecial Agents · AL~~~? . t, RUSHING. ali~;-,,~o~~RT'' ~:. ·BENQE~ .. 
with .. her .husband at ~h~··r~~ide~c~ ·OD Ma~~ ~~68. ·. . , 

::::,:·.·.:,. At the c~nc~:~i~n -~~·1$~~te'w:~~½:~W~S,,;"/ 
Mrs,:--OWENS adviseg tha:t: she and her husband-were marrf~~ ·on· 
Marc~ 9 1967 at (St/:'touis Count Misil8\if.t''•?·tllat they -have 
c~nt~nu~us~y ;esi<:1~'~-,,~.9~f;tl\ler. ,;s ~~n ,n~hy~:r,•~i~inc~ · · .. · ~,,i11 •:;:,,t 
t,~eir·-marr1age; that ::r:.µe"·J:ias never 1;:1e~n ~i\~S EAR~.: RAt in · -
her:.11te· and never heard of him until.:there was ,1•ecent'; · 
publicity regarding -hiiri,. at which tim,t'·her }lusbapicf 1;9).d. her ~f · 
his previQUS knowl~~~~ ... ()~ RAYo' .. ,.:,;r:·<:il/<'- ·. '"•'·" .,· · .' 

'. . . 
~~~'.· ·1:i'.':•(~'• ~ - ... 

:;i ,\ /1,.{;:,1: ;;:t: :, ·1.;·::5 ½: 

,, ' '. .. / . 

' :, 

v· ·:?~-:· . ... ·}·; 
:t. -~'=' ' ,. . ,t . 

. ' .. 

5/16/68,. at Jeffersoil' cbunty, Missouri F- ile # SL: · 44.;.775 

· SA ALBERT J; RUSHING ·- ,: AJR:jfb · · ·· · . 5/16/(;8 
·sA . ROBERT L • . BENDEil _ ,: · ,.! _ • -· • . ·. _:oat~ ell ctat•cl _......,; _________ _ 

This d~cumen't.contaJns neither recoU:~en~~~Jons,nor concluslon11:of th~ ·FBI.· i~ ts lhe.·property of the FBI :and ill lQClned to 
your agency; JI and its contents .are not to __ be distributed outside your agency. . : · · 
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FD-302 (Rev, 1-25-60) [-ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA:1O~ 

On 

1 Date __ M_a_y_2_4_, _1_9_6_8 __ _ 

. JAMES LOAMA 'OWENS, Rural Route 3, Sunrise·LakE;!, 
DeSoto, Miss,9,uti·· (Jefferson County) telephone Justice 6-2044, 
was conta6t~d.by· te~~phone a~d inquiry w~s made of.him as to 
what publications.were habitually'read by JAMES' EARL RAY • 

., . ~ .. -

OWENS s,aid that. RAY was iildiscrimina-te- in his read­
ing and that. ,he read almost anything· and everything he could 
get his hands ·on. OWENS said he did. not believe he could. · 
identify any specific ptiolicat'ion which RAY read.' OWENS said 
however, that RAY read all the newspapers he cquld lay his 
hands on and particularly readthe'two m;ljor da:i,ly newspape;r 
publications in St .. Louis. · · 

Inq'uiry was made of ·owENS as to whetp.er, in view 
of RAY's interest ·in automobiles and guns, as previously indi­
cated by OWENS, RAY might not have read magazines pertaining 
to automobi:J,.es and guns •. · .OWENS said he could riot recall that 
RAY read any partic~lar magazines devoted to those subject~ 
but he.did riow re~all that among all the various things_ that 
RAY read were included various sporti'ng magazines. ., OWENS 
said that although he could not recall what specific magazines 
wouldhave been included, he believed that the type of such 
magazines read by.RAY would. have included the type represented 
by Field and Stream and Argosy. · 

' I ! , ' . . '. 1 •, 1 

OWENS said he could_not be more specific in qescrib-
ing or• identifying publications read by RAY. 

5/16/68 at __ S_t_._L_o_u_i_· s_,. _M_i_· s_s..,... _o_u_r_i __ · rile# SL 44-775 

by ___ S_A_A_LB_E_R_T_J_._R_U_S_H_I_N_G_/_l_e_h _______ , Date dictated __ 5_/_2_2_/_6_8~--,.-,--

This d·ocumen't contains neither recommendations nor conclusio~s of the FBI,· It ts the property of th~ FBI :and 11! loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to._be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev •. 1-25-6,0) .. . aoERAt s_uREAU 0F~N.V~~r:1:t~'.t1,jj':~:~~:~'.fi?~;~:J:f;K:·,:,.·; 
. ,,·. 

·: ·:~ate :: \ij~Y. :.~t,,·· -196.8 
., . •.• ... ' ,. ,, ; .. ,, 

1. ' . . 
. ·~ ... ,· · ::.:: ... - ~-,: 

' .. .,.. -
'. . , } : ' · . .,. ' . -~ 

JAMES LOAMA OWENS, . RFD 3, Sunrise :l:!'ake ;. ·-p~ <soto, · 
Missouri (Jefferson County), telep)hone JUstice.:·_6-'264,f,, _.was 
contacted ·by telephone, and he advised as folJoV:i~~- !t: ..... ·· 

The name of 10BLACKIEVT DE 'CORE:: (phoiie{tt~f ':wifa·dh 
was mentioned by OWENS in an ilhterview on "May·_,1)3,/.1.~i~7·,.:·is 
the name of that individual as OWENS knew -it,~·/. ·:a;e. be:ii,eves · . 
the n.ame was actually spelled DE GORE, but· .-is'; ~o~· c,ertain· · in 
that respect. He fee;Ls definite in his' 'rechll'e,<S,':t-ib,'n}ttla t;,' . ' 
the name was not prodounced DE COOK. ' The-:'·Dl~n·;~owtNs·::·:~ijew:' Its;/' 
DE CORE was certainly not as big as. six fee't '.;ofre,_:'.,::tncii'~ \:and.- ·.. , .. :_ 
240-- pounds, but. was approxima·tely fiye<fe·et '~riin~i\inicJie~/;!:':ri'd;··;·_\ · 
180 pO\Ul!lldl.S. DE CORE definitely had. a:· 'cr.imi:ni'r'.:;i~~<:.ofc:f'.,~nd ::::··, .· 
was on parole from the Illi'Do:i,s State Pienit~~t)..~ry:-~·>;·M~n~:r_d;- ·,' 
Illinois» at the time .OWENS knew him in. i'959 .. \.·;.; · ':i;,_.i{l .. :·· · :· · 

• ' I , ' ' • ,/':e-, " ', • ' . ·, ~ ' 
_',",. 

I , ~ • ' ~ 

' : . '~ 

·., .. '· .. ·-~-.... •· ' . 
.. 

:"', ':':• 

. ... _:;, :' '· . ,·. - .:.: ·.-·· .~:.:· ....... . 
. .. ' . ~-,·-·•\ ~~-·-.;_:/~-.:~:·\.-. ?_,\; ... :-:. . . ,,, 

On 5/17 /68 at Jefferson Comrnty f · Missoll.liri°-·file ·fl . . .'SL'.-·. 4·4:...775 · 
__;~~~~-- . . . .· . ,· .... ·' . ·, 

"~.•• ::, • ',;\ '-,': ;· .. •., ,' ··•·t\··.·c;;·. ! ', 

by SA ALBERT J. IUHS,HING: bam · .. , ·:· ~a;~·djct~~jJ\:'J1;ci/68 · . · 
. · This d~cument contains n,either recommendations 110r conclusion~. ~ft~~ F~I.: .1i•.{~\~~;-~;:~;~;;fi/t~j;F~~ .. :an~ is .loa~~d ~o 

your agency; it and its contents are not to.be dis.tributed outside your agency.,, : .. ·:'•, .. .' ·.,• ·' . . , .. 
• ' !' • ..:, • •. ' • ' • • { ' - ' . ~. 

3D. 
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1. 

AJR:bam 
SL 44-775 

• 

The following is the "FBI Identification Record as 
of May 15, 1968, pertaining to JAMES LOAMA OWENS, also known 
as JAMES LAOMA OWENS, JAMES LOMA OWENS, JAMES LONA OWENS, 
FBI #1 397 707: 
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.·'' 

.. : ....... · ................. : ..... "" .. _ .......... . 
" .. - :·\ ... . 

Vl\.1: ............... ...., ....... ____ -~ --- .aa.A.'1..1. !"1.r • .:."C I \)'r,- j i.,:s·1~1c1~· 
FEDERAL m.:REAU OF I:--YE:3TIGATI02'. . 

WASiII::-.GTOX ~:;, D. C. 

,,,,... 
./ ··:·., 

. '-··· ..... •. - . -· 

.. The following FBI record, NUMDEll . l 397 707. is furnishccl FOR OFE'ICIAL USE ONLY. 
'j., 

. i 

... 
• .. -·=·· :, :,•·. 

CONTRISUTOR OF 
• f"iNGf::RP~lNTS 

:J, ·St~ Into Hef ,,/. 
/ l': ··Jei:r'r.rson City, Moo· · · 

i. 

. ·, t ~ 
-.!. 

·J··.,:. SP~,.·Jeffe;son ·city. 
' .:, . · Hoo ._. .. , _.,· : : •t>t<. 

/ 

·. 
i 
j • 

. t 
,! · 
l .. 

' . ' 

NAM.E AND NUMBi!:R 

·;·• . 

Janes Lo .Ovrnns :.: .. 
1;2445 

·,, .. , .. 
-/ .. ::'. ~~ :,.": 

J ar.i.es Li 011rens · 
1/51226.· 

ARRESTED OR 
~ECEIV.Ep. 

obbcry 

CHARGE DISPOSI:rJO,~ 

0-8-37? yrs~ 
·n Mo,,S.Int 0 he 

·· 0:-2ff-Jr{. · obbery lsto 

.. 
···, .. : . ·, 

\~,.•· ' 

I. 

j 

·-19-38 

"':--·.·· .. : 
· .. ·.• 

,-·. 
· ... 

. . :·· ~ . . . . ' . 
--~ .. ·' .. · .... · . . 

. r'' 

;,•!)~,.-- I SEARCH!:D .............. : ::• ::.>.:.u .................. , 
SERIALIZED. ...... : ...... FILED ..................... i 
. . . "/ .• r, '-050 . 

~.; '' ·. 'i f I : "'u i~'lt-\ I - " •-

FBI.....: SAINT LOUIS 
• I 

I l 
:1 
! 
! " 

Not,ri.ioris .:i:1<lic1i:tccl liy * A~·tE KOT BASED ON ~ING EH.PRINT$ IN li'BI files. The not~tious ~.e bas\;cl c.n d:rt 
-fn1•ti'l,,t•lv· -r,i,rnir-,hi\rl 1,,:,\ n,r"ill\ll .. lh>UCnrHhlJ~ i'n,1i;,;-h1H·~~i1~ ni' .thu S,\.it!.l) ru• d~1\1iln1< \ii1l\H-\:~· ftl~ .. 11Ji!-~~.~~ -•~n-:l ,\ nr.~· 1:.T.~']:t•'T 
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I 
I 

··~··.,--··.~---·-····-···-- ---~---····- -- ···-:--······ux1TF.D"ST\TI•:3 DF.:-' . .\~1':.ffYl' OF JTSTICE.... .···-.--~5-15-GS 1511 .JL 
. ' . . . · FE~)ER.\L_ J;ci,E,\U OF l::'\\"!,:STIGATIO:--; . 

W/1.Sll,:--GTO;-. z~. D. C. 

.. ,. 

// 
l 

2 The fol!o,1·u1g FBI record, NUMBER 1 397 707 ' is furnished -FOll OFFICIAL ·usE ONLY.. I 

. . ·• .. 

. . . 

P Jefferson ·ci~y M _Jarnes _Loa.r1w, 
.. -. .. wens 

.. ·. ,_ 

, .. ' .. 

st Louin No '. 

SPen I,Ien$11 d Ill 
1·.· 

/69846 ,:· _. · 

James Owens 
.!.t20208 ·''. 

I 

I ARP.i:STED OR · 1 · 
f 

I 
REC~iVED r ----c--C-HA_R:..._G_E~---!- DIZ?OSiTIOH 

. R_ ~1_2.-1.J. .. 7 ,l. robbery : I 11-=-20 yrs •... 
C · .: ·?),·· ()~28~52 ,pa1."_olecl 

I .· · · .•· · •n . 

:•· .. ,· . 

··.· z_J1roled 7,...7;..59)· 
. . ~ disch E-2~-65 

:inqui~yi .· _: :: ~-

::n:is1) fug Alto'n. 
Il1-susp :eob 
susp p~role-~-~iof. 

PG: -~ebb 1st ; 7 yrs 
means -of D & DL dJ.sch 1-2-G-i 

·1~2-64 YV:~ ~cc 
(rob .. etc) 

i &3 
I 
I 
l. 

i 
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\ . 

... •""' ' 1• 

_: . ··-··-····---·-· ·-------···--·-•· ----- .... ·-. -- - ---· ····••-···· -·· _____ · •-·•·---·--•--·----. -- -___ · .... 

·.....:,--· .... ---~------ .. "" -·-· - - - - ... 
FEDER.n..L l']UREAU o·:,;··-i.i:iv .i:.;'::;•.l .... 0.0..:-rror-. ____ ------5---.,_ -;:,---=-=··-,..=:--:-

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 . . . 

.... . ,.) 

A . 
)_:;., .. -_;-~_.__ 

Director. 

Tho following FBI record, NUlVIBER 1 3 97. 7 07 , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

CONTR:SUTOR OF 
FINGER?R!NTS 

·PD Long Beach 
Cali~ 

- USCG· 

NAME AND NUM60::R 

·James L •. Owens 
#226302 

Ja:mes L·oama 
Owens 
#~512077. · AP 

' . 

/ 

ARREST:C:D OR 
RECEIVED 

10-15-66 

lFP 
tl-20-67 

intox 

CHARGE: DJS?OSITION 

BF 
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1 
SL 44-775 
AJR/ral 

RE: FELLOW PRISONER -
JAMES D G WALLACE 

. . AT STo LOUIS 2 MISSOURI if;" 
· On May 21, 1968, Mrs. JAMES D. (BETTY J •. V/'.KLLACE ,. 

1031. Lynchj ~_t •. Lm.1,i5., Missouri, who operat~s a· s~ l neigh­
borhood food sliop at the same address 1 was :i.nterviewed by 
SA ALBERT Jo RUSHING, at which time she furnished the following 
information: 

Mrs. WALLACE received a letter from her husband, 
JAM"f,;8. D. WALLACE, an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, which was dated April 25D 1968, and 
which included the following: "I guess you should remember 
the one guy that we met that time at the bank; Hews the one 
that they are trying to "1'Jip that King 9 s death on." Upon 
receiving the letter, Mrs. WALLACE realized from her knowledge 
of the publicity pertaining to the assassination of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING that the above portion of the letter referred to 
,JAMES·EARL RAY. However, the comments of WALLACE in the letter 
were puzzling to Mrs. WALLACE because she has been. 11.:mable to 
recall any occasion or incident such as i;hat which her husband 
seemed to· be referring to :i.n the letter. 

Mrs. WALLACE'S husband was released on parole from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary in the spring of 1965 and was 
immediately thereafter confined for about four weeks at the 
Cochran Veterans Administration Hospital in St. Louis for 
surgery of the ear. From the time of .VfALLACEvs parole until 
April or May, 196'7, Mr. and Mrs. WALLACE resided together at 
2244A Missouri, St. Louis 1 and they thereafter resided together 
in the 2200 block of South Jefferson, St. Louis~ until December, 
1967, or Januaryj 1968, when they moved to 1031 Lynch, where 
Mrs. WALLACE continues to reside. They resided together at 
the latter address until WALLACE was returned to the Missouri 
State Penitentiary in. March, ·1968. 

From the time of WALLACEws parole in the spring of 
1965 until about the end of JulyD 1967, or the first of August, 
1967 1 neither Mr. or Mrs. WALLACE had any banking business of 
any kind at any bank. During that period Mrs. WALLACE is 
certain they had no occasion to be at the Jefferson-Gravois 
Bank in St. Louis. On July 21, 1967, Mrs. WALLACE's father 
died, and she thereafter shared in,proceeds from Government 
savings bonds and insurance of her father. From these proceeds 

35 
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