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the Catholic chapel at the MSP because of a derogatory
statement made by this prisoner‘concerning President

. KENNEDY as. a' Catholic. He does not recall the name ‘of
this prisoner and no charges were. filed in connection
with the incident. He denied’ that ‘this individual could
have been subject JAMES EARL RAY," ‘He does recall Father

" SCHAFER ‘was at that time the Chaplain but understands that
Father SCHAFER now has a parish in California, Missourl.
The above-described in01dent took place at the MSP in A

VELANTI recalled that when he was in the MSP
£ Wall was. oocup1ed by Negroes, however, he understands
it now houses trustees. ’_; ﬁ,g‘ﬁﬂﬁg S

VELANTI stated he could recall many prxsoners
making derogatory remarks concerning. Negroes but he advised
that inasmuch as he is Catholle, derogatory remarks regard1ng
Catholics were not made in hlS presence.a : . .

' ,i When questloned concernlng any ind1v1duals who might
.dislike him and furnish false information concerning his
alleged association with RAY VELANTI mentloned the following

1nd1v1dua1s-'”’ , Sn il

JOHNNY SHEDTON wh1te, male, age 28 ‘believed -
presently back in MSP on an armed robbery charge fromdl‘
Kansas Clty, Mlssourl, o :

MIKE NOVOGRADIC (phonetic), white, ma.le, age'zs
belleved to be doing 25 years at HSP ‘on a charge of assault
.and molestation from Kansas Clty, ;;_

"BUGA RED" TOWNSEND, whlte, male, d01ng llfe at
MSP for kllling a prlest. : A _
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JOHN PAUL VELANT I upon reulnterview ‘on May 12,
1968, stated after considering the matter he now recalls .
one JIMMY RAYE (phonetic), a white male, age 27, 6'l",
150 pounds, left handed, who was" somewhat act1ve in -
gambling activities at the Mlssour1 State Penltentlary
" (MSP)-. This individual was also a basketball: player.
at the institution. RAYE is still believed to be at
_MSP and at ome time an older brother, believed ‘to be
LARRY RAYE, was an inmate at the penitentiary. . VELANTI
is of the opinlon this RAYE may be confused with subjeéct
JAMES EARL RAY by the person furnishing 1nformat1on r gard1ng
an assoclatlon between h1m and subJect RAY - : .

- ' VELANTI recalled JIMMY RAYE (phonetic) hav1ng
been in: trouble in connection with a gambling debt owed to
TEX MARTIN, MSP inmate, described as a white male doing

. a 25 year sentence from Kansas City on' a rape charge.g
MARTIN was also act1ve in running gambling games.. VELANTI
pursuaded MARTIN to "lay off" RAYE in- connectlon withtthe .
gambling debt .owed him. He further. recalled ‘this . incident
having taken place in 1963 .or. 1964 at which ‘time" JIMMY RAYE
was housed in C Hall wh11e he, VELANTI, was. re51d1ng' n
G Hall. : , : R

VELANTI stated h1s Wlfe s true name at & _
marrled her was BETTYE PITTARD Whlle in MSP. he- corresponded
with her under this name as well as under the names BETTYE
PRITCHARD, BETTYE PETERSON and ‘BETTYE VELANTI. He was :not
positive but believed her maiden name to be PETERSON. His
wife under the name BETTYE PITTARD was employed. for several -
years as a key punch operator for the Louisiana - Arkansas
Railroad at both their Shreveport and Atlanta offlces. Her
parents and relat1ves are believed ‘to reside in Atlanta.‘ He’
recalled that BETTYE was at one time a member of the,downtown
branch of the Alccholics Anonymous Club in Shreveport;, Louisiana.
She also may have been a member -of Alcoholics Anonymous 1n
Atlanta,. . 3

‘ W1th respect to a date on whlch he . could have been .
involved committing a crime in Atlanta, VELANTI advised he
was released from the pen1tent1ary at Leavenworth, Kansas,
cn July 27, 1958 and picked up in Kansas City on February 9,
1959. Durlng the perlod between these two dates he spent most
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l‘.of his tlme as an employee of the Monte Young Carn1va1

' which operates  out of Salt Lake'City. This carnival. was.

operated by a ‘female, one NINAV(last name unknown) ., )
During this employment VELANTI" orked under the’ name; and
Social Securlty Number of a sheep herder by ‘the nameé’ of .
WREZ XYLOIX (pronounced RAY ZELWAH). ' When. the carn1va1 .

. closed’ the season 1n October - he' went™ to Shreveport,- Loulslana
where he resided with his wife, BETTYE, until the tlme he .

was picked up in February 1959 . in Kansas City. He stated
that he used the name XYLOIX- -in ‘order to avoid. poss1b1e o

. arrest in the’"State of Oregon -wheére he- was wanted for
investigation armed robbery° “He -advised that Oregon had
rlaced a detainer agalnst h1m upon-his release from.-: "
Leavenworth, but that he had "beat" this detalner at Leavenworth
Kansas, and was never returned to Oregon

During the course of the interv1ew VELANTI mentloned
the name of a former MSP 1nmate presently in the St. Louis:
area, one JAMES CARPENTER, who might. be in a position- to
furnish information. concerm1ng activities of subject- RAY 1n
the MSP .
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' Date __May 23, 1968

JOHN "PAUL VELANTI called to lndicate his concern that -
lndlviduals, unknown to- hlmgﬂhad llnked ‘his name with that -of -
subJect RAYp ‘whom he* could- not actually recall ‘He -expressed
the opinion that certain ‘individuals would like to see him -

- charged with violating: his parble and?re”urned to the Mlssouri
State Penitentiary. to“"g theven w1th hi }"'far things he had
not done,“ . S . o ‘

o He expressed a des1re to - cooperate in any way “in’ ST
connection with this. investlgatlon and. mentloned he had ..
_visited with another. former inmate at(j ,Mlssourl State |

JQ:Pen1tent1ary who claimed. he had seen s bject: JAMES ‘EARL RAY,. e
““in St., Louis approximately two -weeks aft r ‘thé escape of RAY :
from- the Missouri State Penitentiary. “He declxned to identify
thig person over the ‘telephone but advised -he- ‘might furnish
t his individual“s name in a persomal imtervi@w at a later
tlmea oo .

VELANTI indlcated that in th ‘onversation with

this individual they discussed the fact that RAY was supposed

to have walked out of the Missouri State Pemitentiary with: o
visitors, rather than having escaped. c@mcealed in a bread b@xn

f",;ffs{ |
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JAMESVH CARPENTER had visited JOHN EUGENE GAWRON on the T ‘
‘previous night. He§stated GAWRON mentioned he had been talking .
- to the FBI. ; ; e . ,

E e VALENTI advisedﬂthat both he-an CARPENTER belleved

that after having visited with GAWRON that ‘GAWRON probably h

harbored subject RAY after his escap@;from the Missouri State .

Penitentiary.: VALENTI, however, stated.that GAWRON made. no :
such admission lm any statement actually ”ade by ‘him, ve

' . VALENTI promxsed to be alert for any information
: which m1ght be of value in efforts to 1ocateﬂsubJect RAY.?w,g
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JOHN PAUL VELANTI, presently residing 3420 Cumberland,
Maplewood, was interviewed at the St. Louis Office. He reiterated
1nformat10n previously furnished that he could not recall any specific’
instance in which he met subject JAMES EARL RAY while in the Missouri
State Penitentiary (MSP) although he may have done so, He also
advised he had no comtact with subject RAY prior to his incarcera-
tion in the MSP or since his release from that imstitution,

He denied that he had recently obtained a revolver
from any source and stated that if JIMMY CARPENTER had obtained
a gun he knew nothing about it. He wemt om to state that he was
doing everything within his power to avoid violating his parole
and that obtaining a gun of any kind would be am extremely foolish
act on his part.

With respect to his activities since his release from
MSP on March 21, 1967, he stated he came immediately to St. Louis,
Missouri, and for a short period of time was emplyed by the Baris
Furniture Company at llth and Delmar. He resided for a period of
time at Dismas House located at Ninth and Cole. Arocund May 3 -or 4,
1967, he obtained employment from the Bardgett Printing and Publlshing
Company, 2035 Delmar, where he worked until he was laid off i u
December, 1967, Although he was employed steadily at the publishing
company, he worked part time on a desk job at Dismas House and also
worked as a night cook gquite 2 bit at John Clatto's Place located
at BEighth and Delmar. He started working part time as a radio
“announcer in October, 1967 at OQur Lady of the Snows, Belleville,
Iliinois, amnd is presently employed full time as a radio announcer
there .

_ VELANTY advised that a former inmate of the MSP omne RUSSELL
BRANKEN advised him in a conversation two or three weeks ago that
he, BRANNEN, had on one occasion observed subject RAY in St. Louis
subsegquent to his escape from the MSP. BRANWNEN stated that this was
approximztely ten days after RAY's escape and he saw him in the
vicinity of the 1800 block of Mississippi Street in South St. Louis,
He went on to say that BRANNEN made the statement that RAY did not
escape from the MSP in a bread truck as generally reported but walked
avay from the imstitution with a group of visitors who were leaving.
According to VELANTI, BRANNEN did not indicate he knew of any particular
individual who might have "assisted RAY in this escape. He could not
furnlen the exact address of BRANNEN but stated he believed he was
i I v > State parcle officers in St, Louis,

5l
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VELANTX was quesfloned concerning the present whereabouts

"' of JIMMY CARPENTER and he stated that although he had not seen

JIMMY in several days he- understood he was;still residing at 1817
Rutger using the name JOHN MEZZO and employed as a cook at Clatto's
located at Eighth and Delmar, He adviséd he had learned CARPENTER

may. ha ves eptered the St, Louis City" Hospital to have an eye Qperat}on'“v

but had been unable to ‘locate him and he also stated that CARPENTER -
had not reported to work for the last two nights at Clati's Restaurant.
He promised to locate CARPENTER as. soon as poss1ble and have h1m call S
the St. Louis FBI Of:t‘ice° , ,

: VELANTI adv1sed upon questxonlng that he had heard nothlng
whatsoever which would indicate to him that subject JAMES EARL RAY = .
might have been involved in the armed: robbery of the Alton, Illlnois, .
Bank which occurred . in July, 1967e : e aiia e :
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. UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (2), ‘
- BANK' OF" ALTON ILLINOIS
,July 13, 1967

ST LOUIS FILE' 91-3877

The follow1ng investlgation was conducted by SA CLETIS
B, BIDEWELL at St. Louis, Missourl, oh May 29 - 1968:

BOB TYLER, Personnel Manager of” Bardgett Printing and :
Publishing Company, 2035 Delmar, advised after checking his records:
that JOHN P, VELANTI obtained employmént at ‘his concern through = - .
Dismas House on Aprll 5, 1967, and that his employment was termlnated'
on December 5, 1967, due to reduction ' in the work force. He stated
that VELANTI' s work as a printing estimater was very satisfactory’
and that he attended night school during the period of his employment .
to increase his eff1c1ency 1n this capacity, ' _ ,

Mr, TYLER adv1sed that the employment records for that .
concern for July 13, 1967 reflect that VELANTI puriched in for work
at 7:49 AM and pumched out for lunch at 11:59 AM. He punched back
in for work at 12: 47 PM and punched out at the end of the.day at
6:03 PM., : o

It is noted that the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Illlnois;
on July 13, 1967, was commltted at 1:35 PM, '

'
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: ' JAMES (JIMMY) H CARPENTER, former Missouri o
- State Penitentiary (MSP) number 01761, presently’ re51ding
1817 Rutger Street, St. Louis, Missouri was interviewed’
on May 12, 1968, CARPENTER. was born | ) at
Jonesboro, Arkansas, On May 1, 1967, he was released on
parole from the MSP Jefferson City, Missouri .

: On June 1, 1967, CARPENTER was arrested in
St. Louis, Missouri, on a charge of armed robbery and
although not convicted on this charge he remained in the
St. Louis City-Jail for approximately nine months. before
being released at the time of his trial. ’>,,_ N_‘,;lm

B Shortly after his release from MSP- CARPENTER g
advised he met subject JAMES EARL RAY on the ‘street in- the
1800 block of" South 11th Street and conversed with him for
. a few minutes, = According to CARPENTER, this. date would: ‘have
been around May. 11,. 1967, since he recalls he obtained employment
on that date.in 'St Louis. At the time of this’ first contact .
subject RAY was wearing a mustache and mentioned the’‘fact that
he was "hot" and had to be careful. He was dressed in a
- sweater and dark trousers and this v1sit w1th subJect RAY
was very short. .

CARPENTER recalled seeing RAY on another occasion
on the street in the 1800 block of South 1lth Street three
or four days later. On this occasion he and subJect RAY
~had a beer together in a tavern believed to be located on the
"west.side of the street in the 1800 block. . Subject RAY
stated he was:'broke and CARPENTER loaned him $10. RAY
"+ also mentioned ‘he needed a "rod"™ to get hold of some ,money and
. CARPENTER told -him he was trying to go straight, had no
pistol, and would not try to get one. , i o

. CARPENTER mentioned he saw RAY on one other occa51on
two or three days later in approximately the -same location,
At this time he, CARPENTER, was in an automobile and RAY was
on the street. He was of the opinion that RAY did not see
him on this occasion. According to CARPENTER, although he ‘does
. not recall the exact words of the conversation he got the
impression from RAY that he was going to pull a holdup or
. .robbery of some kind. in St. Louis to get some money and then
" travel to the east 51de or somewhere in Illinois where he had

L
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: friends or relatlves° He stated these ind1v1duals were
not specifically mentioned but . he got th1s 1mpression.
from conver51ng with subJect RAY :

CARPENTER advised subJect RAY furnished no 1nformat10n.
concerning where he was staying in St. ‘Louis and made no - ,
mention of associates or relatives with whom he m1ght be
associated or llving, CARPENTER stated he did not observe:

RAY in company: with* any other individual on any of the’
above-mentioned occasions., = He did state that RAY mentioned

in the conversation that he "walked out" of the MSP with

a group of visitors from the outside. . It was CARPEN' ER'S -
understanding that this was in connection with a ball ‘game. B
that had been played .at the penitentiary and that the date approxi-

ZgeEly,.-RAY walked away was April 24, 1967. CARPENTER - - . ‘ B

"was questioned ‘specifically concern1ng any. 1nformat10n
he might have :as ‘to ‘the identity of any individual a551st1ng
subject RAY in his escape and he stated he could furnish
no information. whatever in this respect. He further, stated
. he has ‘not seen subgect RAY since around May 18, 1967, and
is not .in possession of any information concerning his . -
. possible whereabouts since . that time. .

: CARPENTER adv1sed he reealled subJect RAY very we11
from his association with him at the MSP. He described RAY
as -a "lonmer” who participated in gambling in the penitentiary.
He stated, however, that RAY spent so much of his time in = -
solitary conflnement due to his attempts to escape that he
did not have much opportunity to participate in these act1v1t1es."
He advised that he was as close to RAY as anyone in the
penitentiary and recalled that RAY took narcotics, and often
came to his, CARPENTER® s, cell to converse and offer narcotlcs
to CARPENTER ‘With regard to RAY's closest associate at
MSP, CARPENTER adv1sed that -he was as close to RAY as: any.
inmate, He went on to state that based on this association o
- and his general- knowledge of RAY it was hard for him; to 1mag1ne
RAY be1ng involved in the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaylng,- In" .
" . this respect he stated he did not feel RAY would be motlvated
- by animosity ‘toward Dr. KING and was not the type of individual
who . would be trusted by people wanting to- dispose of KING.
‘He knew of no connectlons that RAY had while 1n MSP whlch

LQD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3

SL: 44-775

would afford him access to 1nformat10n regarding a planned
~assassination of Dr. KING. It is CARPENTER's opinion

that if RAY made such connectlons he did so while on the
run subsequent to hlS escape, :

CARPENTER recalled ‘an inmate at MSP known as
(first name unknown) COOLEY {phonetic) described as o
white male, 45 years old at the present time, 6° tall,
150 pounds, slender build, black hair. He stated thls _
individual walked with a noticeable limp, believed to be
in his. rlght leg, and that the right leg was curved out
noticeably. He advised that COOLEY was an inmate at MSP
on two. separate occasions. He believes that COOLEY was
last released prior to 1960 when subject RAY entered MSP.
COOLEY worked in the penitentiary kitchen. He described
COOLEY as a "famatic". CARPENTER could relate no specific
circumstances on: Which he based his opinion that COOLEY
was a fanmatic, or what COOLEY was fanatical about, CARPENTER
merely stated that COOLEY had "way out” ideas, and that he,
COOLEY, attempted to appear as an intellectual, He récalled
that COOLEY read "science and sex books.continually. Inasmuch
as COOLEY's -last release was prior to subject RAY's: 1ncar-
ceration at MSP, CARPENTER does not believe there was ‘any™
association between subject RAY and this COOLEY. CARPENTER
knows of no organlzation known as COOLEY s organization or
any group headed by COOLEY

Durlng ‘the interview CARPENTER mentioned an 1nd1v1dua1
known to him as JACK (last name unknown) who in May of 1967 '
was in charge of a rooming house at 1805 South 11lth Street.
CARPENTER met this individual while ‘incarcerated in St. Louis
subsequent to his arrest on June 1, 1967. - It was his recollection
that JACK (last name unknown) was arrested on June 2, ‘1967,
suspected of burglary of a tavern located near hlS re51dence
at 1805 South llth

During conversation with JACK (last name unknown),
who was described as a white male, age 70, 6' tall, 200 pounds, -
gray hair, subject RAY was discussed. Although JACK did not
specifically say so, CARPENTER got the impression that RAY

6
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was probably 1iv1ng with him or staying part-time with

him at 1805 South 11lth.  He also recalled JACK mentxonlng
subject having-a. brother re51d1ng somewhere in the general
area. Although CARPENTER could not ‘recall the brother!'s
name he thought it to- be JOHN; JACK (last name unknown)
advised ‘it was his understanding ‘that subject RAY, who was
well known to him, was believed to have walked away from
the pen1tentiary follow1ng a ball gameo

It was,CARPENTER s understandlng that JACK (last
name unknown) had never done ‘any time in Missouri but had
spent. approximately 29 years in penitentiarys im. Illinois
on charges of safe cracklng,Arobbery and so forth. . ‘At the
time JACK was arrested in St. Louis-on June 2, 1967 ‘he .was
extremely worried because his- parole out of 1111n01s!d1d
not explre for' ”“erlod of two or three more weeks, ‘“. -

CARPENTER stated that durlmg his incarcerat1on
at MSP he "ran the store" for qulte a period of time. He
is. presently employed as a cook for JOHNNY CLAYTO at 18th
and Delmar Streets and plans to enter the St. Louis’ City
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation to remove
cataracts. About the time CARPENTER saw subject RAY in
St. Louis he was employed for a short period of time as
a cook in a cafeteria located in the Mart Building in St. Louis,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) ‘ ')ERAL BUREAU OF INVEST!GA-TIO‘ .

Date June 24, 1968

JAMES (JIMMY) H., CARPENTER was interviewed at the
Standard Service Station located on the southeast corner of
18th and Clark Streets where he spends most of his time. He
still resides at 1817 Rutger Street, St. Louis. He has made
arrangenents to enter the St. Louis City Hospital, located on
Lafayette Street, in the near future to have an eye operatlon
for the removal of cataractso

With reference to subject JAMES EARL RAY, CARPENTER
reiterated information previously furnished in this matter.
He stated RAY walked away from the Missouri State Penitentiary
in the afternoon of April 23, 1967, and he, CARPENTER, was
released on May 1, 1967. Approximately two weeks subsequent
to his release he visited briefly with subgect ‘RAY on South 11th
Street in St., Louis on two different occasions.. On.the second
-occasion he had a drink with RAY in a bar, name unrecalled, in
the 1800 block of South 1llth and he loaned RAY $10 since he
stated he was in need of momney. RAY indicated he planned to
obtain a gun possibly in East St. Louis, Illinois, and make a
"'score" in the near future,

CARPENTER in his brief visits with RAY got the impression
RAY was living with some of his relatives not far from the 1800
block of South 11th, although RAY did mnot actually make a statement
to that effect.

: CARPENTER stated that subject might have been residing
with JACK GAWRON, who resided in that area, but neither RAY
nor GAWRON ever madé a definite statement 1ndlcat1ng that RAY
was living with GAWRON .

CARPENTER'repeated information previously”furnished
“that although he considers himself oné of subject RAY's closest
friends in the Missouri State Penitentiary, he‘'never?! heard him
make any statements either in the penitentiary or after his
escape that would link him in any way with the MARTIN LUTHER
KING slaying., He went on to state.that»he felt certain that if
RAY is imnvolved it is through RAY's efforts to obtain money and
not through any idealistic feelings or hate feellngs that he
might harbor.

CARPENTER exhibited a cooperative attitude and promised

63
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to call the St. Louis Federal Bureau of Investigation Office
immediately in the event he obtains any information which

~ might be of value in determining how subject RAY might have come
in possession of money he reportedly spent during the period
subsequent to his escdpe from the Missouri State Penitentiary
and prior to his recent apprehension in London, England.
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AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI'

~ The folloW1ng investigation was conducted on
May 23, 1968 by SA ALBERT J, RUSHING°

Mrs. MARY L. GROSS, Chief Clerk, St. Louis City Jail,
exhibited a jail record refleptlng the follow1ng information:

. JAMES H, CARPENTER, 2312 Park age "56, a laborer,
‘ entered City Jail on June 5, 1967, on vharges of carrying a
‘concealed weapon and robbery with a dangerocus and deadly
weapon, On September 29, 1967, the charge of carrying a con=
cealed weapon was removed when CARPENTER was found not guxlty
by a jury on that charge, On February 16, 1968, he was sen-
tenced to one year in the City Jail (Jall time allowed) He
was released from City Jail by parole on March 1, 1968,
CARPENTER indicated his nearest relative was his wife LOIS.

¥is., GROSS advised that the record referred to above
clearly reflects that CARPENTER was contlnuously incarcerated
from June §, 1967 to March 1 1968.
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Date . May 22, 1968

JOSEPH H, MC CORMICK, 2115a Park, Apartment #5,
was interviewed at his place of employment, Bee Line Truck-
ing Company, 718 South 7th Street, St. Louis, Missouri.

MC CORMICK furnished the following information:

"He viewed photographs of subjéct, JAMES EARL RAY,
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer
442-A dated April 19, 1968. MC CORMICK advised that he did
not know this man, and had never heard anyone speak. of him.

MC CORMICK at first denied having lived in the
1800 block of South 1llth Street, but later in the interview
did admit that he resided with one JIM RAMSEY at 1805 South
1lth Street, avproximately four months ago. He advised
that he and RAMSEY resided at thls address for approxlmately
two months,

He stated that RAMSEY worked in a shipyard in
St. Louis in the vicinity of 8300 South Broadway. RAMSEY
is currently in Waldenberg, Arkansas, where he supposedly
has relatives. MC CORMICK advised that prior to moving to
the South Llth Street address he resided at 1910 Rutger.
In ¥ay of 1969, MC CORMICK believes that he Llived at 809
Allen rear, . , o s

: . MC, CORMICK adv1sed that he is. acquaxnted W1th.
JACK CAWRON and.that he used to work with GAWRON -out .of
Manpower, Incorporated, St. LOﬂlﬂg leqourl ‘He advised .
that he-last Saw GAWRON that morning on the way to work. He
explained that GAWRON.is a good friemd of his and he often
sees him both in the n'lorning9 erior to going to work, anmd

in the evening dfter work. MC CORMICK first denied ever
having. heard. GAWRON mention the name of JAMES EARL RAY. Later
in the .interview, MC CORMICK advised that he had heard GAWRON
mention the.name of RAY, GAWRON had advised him. that RAY was
his "foster.son." GAWROK also told, him that he, GAWRON,. and
RAY had ”poked up” a . couple of places... &AWRON did not men-
tion when oxr where these holdups occurred nor did he men-
tion the amount obtained.  MC CORMICK r@called ‘that GAWRON
advised. him that he had seen subject, RAY, approximately six
weeks ago. MC COBMICK advised that he was unaware of the
location or circumstances of this meet,

Ll
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With respect to associates of GAWRON, MC CORMICK ad-
vised that GAWRON drinks frequently at Peanut's Bar, 1601 Park,
St. Louis, Missouri. GAWRON associates with the owner of this
bar, known only as PEANUTS to MC CORMICK. GAWRON also associates
with one ORVILLE "WHITEY™ KILLION who resides at 1617a Park.
KILLION often runs poker games at his re51dence, and GAWRON
frequents the poker games held there. According to MC CORMICK,
KILLION is presently at Koch Hospital suffering from tuberculosis.
KILLION reports to the hospital at given intervals for treatment.

Last Monday, two ex=convicts came to GAWRON's home.
One of these men was a JIMMY (last name unknown) who MC CORMICK
described as a white male, 65, 5'8", wearing a felt hat. The
other man, name unknown, MC CORMICK described as a white male,
40s, 5'7", 160 pounds, short and thin with black hair. This
- man is from Louisiana. JIMMY at one time robbed a bar at Grand
and Chouteau. : . o o

Last night, May 14, 1968, the same two men returned
to GAWRON's residence. GAWRON gave the man, from Louisiana a
"silver plated” .38 caliber, snubnose. revolver . The. man had
requested this revolver from GAWRON on the precedlng Monday,
night. Although GAWRON did noet specifically state so,
MC CORMICK believes this.gun was obtained by GAWRON in Madlson,
f1llinois. GAWRON has spoken to. him of conmnections that he has
at a bar in Madison, Illinois. Something was wrong with this
gun because when held up the bulilet would fall out of it. ’
GAWRON and the man from Louisizna ‘taped the bullets in the gun.
Ac~ord1ng to MC CORMICK this man wanted the gun to hold up a
couple of places. .

The man from Loulslana offered hlm MC CORMICK, $250
to kill a man., The man from Lou1s1ana did not mention the
prospective v1ct1m s pname or Why he wanted the man killed.

MC CORMICK advised that he declined this offer and would not
kill a man for $1,000 much less $250. .. . .

_ MC CORMICK said he is convinced that GAWRON Saw sSub-
ject, RAY, in St. Louis. He pointed out that GAWRON has not
left the St Loulis area to his knowledge, and that he visits
. GAWRON dally o B S .

Approx1mately one week ago, GAWRON told him that RAY
is presently in Algiers. MC CORMICK understood him to mean

7
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' that RAY Was. out ‘of the contlnental Unlted States.  GAWRON.
did not say, and MC- CORMICK has no 1dea of the source of .
thls 1nformat10n . .
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On

. Date

" JOSEPH H, MC CORMICK, 2115a Park, Apartment, #5,
was re-interviewed .at the St. Louis Federal Bureau of
InVestigation oﬂice-and furnished the following information:

He has known JACK GAWRON -for approximately 15

‘years. He met JACK GAWRON when the two of them were work-

ing out of Manpower, Incorporated St. Louis, Misouri,
He has associated with JACK since that time, but has been

' .very close to JACK for only the past five years. When he: ]
" first met JACK, JACK was résiding in the vicinity of MlSSlSSw»-

ippi and Hickory, St. Louis, Missouri. JACK's home was

‘near Homer TownskwgiNeighborhood Bar, He and JACK often
“drank at this bar. MC CORMICK pointed out that TOWNSLEY

is no longer in business and he is presently a bondsman at
the St. Louis area._ . 4 .

" MC CORMICK again viewed’ photographs .0f -RAY, as de-

‘picted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer numbey -

442-A. He advised that he. does not recall ever, having .seen
this man. Although he asSsociated with JACK GAWRON in 1958
and 1959, he does not recall subJect RAY hav1ng lived or

as5001ated with GAWRON S B R 1 ;

MC ‘CORMICK was shown a standup photograph of sub-'

-'Ject "RAY, taken by .the St. - Louis Police: Department -at the

time . of., RAY's arrest 1n 1959 MC CORMICK advised that he..

knows this man. ahd recalls having drank w1th him. at TOWNSLEY s‘:,,7

at, Miss15s1pp1 and. Hickory. .MC CORMICK was thenfquite sure

. he knew.the man and insisted that he. had seenyhim before,
‘however, he advised that he has not seen RAY since GAWRON
‘moved from the V1cm1ty of MlSSlSSlppl and Hickory. ,

e
: MC CORMICK p01nted out that he v151ts GAWRON at
GAWRON s re51dence practically every evening after work. He'
has never seen-the subject, -RAY, .at.GAWRON's place. :
g mf”? Regarding a. conversation between he and GAWRON
concernlng”the subject, MC. CORMICK adv1sed that gproximately -
six. weeks ago, . the first part of April 1968 GAWRON started
talking about, RAY MC CORMICK does not recall GAWRON . men-. . -
tioning RAY- prior to this time. MC- CORMICK recalls that

5/15/68 ' St. Louis Mlssouri g 'F”,# SL'44~77§'
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- was - publlshed in the newspaper 'Hé adviSed that just he and
GAWRON were drinking at GAWRON s ‘house when GAWRON mentloned
RAY

GAWRON refers to subJect RAY, as JIMMY ahd told .
MC CORMICK that RAY was his-"foster son." GAWRON stated that .
he and RAY "took a couple. of joints together." MC CORMICK
understood him to mean that they had pulled. armed robberies
. together. GAWRON did not state when and where these holdups -
~occurred., GAWRON also stated that RAY had escaped from the.
penltentlary. : e RN

R
)

: MC CORMICK ‘at flrst adv1sed that GAWRON stated he
- had seen RAY approx1mate1y ‘six.weeks i . . before RAY's picture
was published in thepaper., Later in/ the interview, MC CORMICK
adised GAWRON had stated he saw ‘RAY s1x weeks ago. This would
have been anound the first of’ April,accondlng to MC. CORMIGK
The dlserepancy in the dates om which GAWRON supposedly saw
RAY were brought to MC. CORMICK s attentlon., He stated he was
‘confused as_ to exactly when this meet was supposed. to have-
cccurred and does not recall 1f it was six weeks prlor to,-
RAY's photograph appearing in the paper, or simply six weeks'
ago. He did, state  that the meet supposedly -occurred’ near. .
the : intersection- of . '18th .and Lafayette, -St. Louis, Mlssourl.;
MC CCRMICK pointed out  that  there is a drug.store :and a couple
of.bars at this locatlon, .and. assumes -that the meet. took
" place in a bar. At this point, MC CORMICK .advised that rt
was at this .time that GAWRON. .and RAY supposedly pulled.the
armed robberies - together., MC CORMICK advised that. this was.
the impression that he got.from JACK. However, he-advised .
‘that it was equally poss1b1e that JACK was referring to o
“amed robberles pulled by hxm GAWRON, and RAY in 1959 or earller.
' GAWRON has adv1sed h1m that he GAWRON has been
'talklng .to the FBI about .RAY, GAWRON. d1d not state ;whether
'6r not he wa§ telling the truth to thé FBI. ~ GAWRON sStated: he
. was scared and that he d1d not 11ke to be bothered by the FBI. E

- . MC CORMICK adv1sed that he was arrested last 2
September ‘for. the theft of & television set, He is now on._
nine. months probatlon for this offense. ‘He was in- the clty
jail, cell number 22 with a..JINMMY'-(last name unknown) JIMMY
has within. the- past week, began- coming to GAWRON's home. At
the time that he and’ JIMMY were in jail, 'GAWRON and JAMES
RAMSEY were also 1n Jall MC C@RMICK was 1n Jall approx1mately

767
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two months. GAWRON was released bdore him, and JIMMY was re-
leased only recently. While in jail, he overheard no conver-
sation between JIMMY and GAWRON regarding RAY. He advised

at that time GAWRON and RAMSEY were in jail for the burglary
of Art's Tavern, -Soulard and South 11lth Streets.

He recalls that sometime“agb, the exact date un-
known to him, RAMSEY, GAWRON and someone else went to Arkansas
to rob a variety store. They had previously cased this store.
MC CORMICK recalled that they did not rob this store as they
had planned for some reason unknown to him.

Regarding the financial sStatus of GAWRON, MC CORMICK.
advised that GAWRON generally has a couple of hundred dollars
with him all the time. He stated that GAWRON receives a Govern-
ment check and plays cards frequently He advised that GAWRON
also has an account at Manufacturer [S Bank on. South Broadway.

MC CORMICK adv1sed that GAWRCN has no. telephone,
but frequently goes out to make telephone calls at a pay phone
" located in fromt of a Catholic church at 12th and Lafayette,
St. Louis. o A e .

v

It is his Opinion that GAWRON,wouIQ not tell theuFBI
where RAY is, even if. he knew.  He stated that. GAWRON.-is ".a
little nuts." He.stated he believes this .because of . the .fact
that GAWRON keeps approximately fifteen cats in his home.and
one dog. GAWRON kisses the cats and refers to them as '"baby."
He stated that GAWRON\sleeps with all the cats andnhisudog

Co MC CORMICK adv1sed that he 11ved next . door to JACK
at 1805 ‘Souith 1llth Streét downstairs ‘with JIM RAMSEY for
approximately two months. He recalls that he . lived there at
the time JACK' was arrested in June, 1967. He did not see
the subJect RAY, in the vicinity of JACK's home at that time.

MC CORMICK descrlbed RAMSEY as a "loud mouth who
would come in.on. anybody.”' He stated, that . he is sure that
RAMSEY, would tell the FBI if he..had anhy knowlédge of RAY.

MC CORMICK pointed .out. that he would certainly.tell the FBI.

if he knew, where RAY was at present. He p01nted out that he
will 1mmed1ate1y contact the FBI should any information concern-
ing RAY become known to him.

V7/'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4

SL 44-775

‘ . 'Regarding any trips that GAWRON may have taken re-
cently, MC CORMICK advised that he knows of no trips with the
exceptlon ‘of the preceding Monday and Tuesday nights .when JACK
did not come home until two or three a.m. He knows that JACK
came home this late, only because 'JACK told him so. He ad-
vised that this is not like JACK and he assumes that JACK

may have gone to Madison, IIlinois, on these nights to plck up
a pistol for. JIMMY (last name unknown) and a man from Louisi-
ana, who have recently been frequenting JACK's residence. -

MC CORMICK advised that JACK has never mentioned to
him_n' anyone ever having givendhin;$250 or,any,bgnk‘loot.

MC CORMICK advised that it was not possible for RAY
to have stayed with JACK when he, MC CORMICK, resided at 1805
South 11lth Street. He pointed out that at that time he and
JACK were so closely associated that he would have surely seen-
RAY had he been in the area. A _
) The follow1ng description of MC CORMICK was obtalned
through observation and 1nterv1ew~

Name ;q;p - JOSEPH M. MC CORMICK
Address e 2ll5a Park, Apartment 5
Telephone Frg ' None.. i
Dateé..of Birth o |
Place.of Birth - - Sioux City, Iowa
"Height : B9 :
Weight o S 170 pounds
Hair : _ Black-gray . : (T
" Eyes " " HKazel, wears glasses,
o o : left. eye notlceably crossed
Employed : Bee Line. Trucklng,Company,
. - Incorporated 718 South
7th Street, as mechanlc S,
o S o . helper..
Health - " Suffered nervous breakdown,
' . Co , 1955, spent ‘one month in
Malcolm BllSS Hospital,
T o . St. .Louis’ .
Characteristics . ’ Throughout the . interv1ew :
it was noticéd that MC CORMICK
is’ very nervous, ea511y be-
comes confused, and’ often
contradicts hlmself

. L& N
Lo - e S
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Criminal Record : Admits no felonies,

- ' : ~ has served time in work-
house, now on.probation
t0 THOMAS MANGOGNA, St.
.Louis Municipal Courts
‘Building.
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RE: JOSEPH H, MC CORMICK

The fOIIOW1ng 1nvest1gat10m was conducted by SA
WILLIAM H. WARFIELD§ on May 16, 1968;

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

Miss SHERIDA MC QUEEN, Probation Officer, City of
St. Louis, Missouri, advised that THOMAS MANGOGNA is no
longer employed as a probation officer, MANGOGNA left approx-
imately one month ago and is presently employed at Magdella
House, which is a halfway house for. glrls located. near.
Missouri and Whitmore in St. Louis, Mlssourl. Miss MC QUEEN
advised that JOSEPH H, MC CORMICK is a probationer currently
assigned to her. She pointed out that since she has had
MC CORMICK for only one month, she has never spoken with him.
She made available the probatlon file of MC CORMICK which
reflects the following anformamlon' ,

MC CORMICK was conviamed=0ctober 24, 1967, of
stealing from a dwelling. He was sentenced to nine months
in the Missouri Medium Security Lnstltutlon but was granted
one year probation.. . The file indicates that MC CORMICK. and
one. JOHN VINCE BOROWSKI entered the home of MARY CHROMOGO,
1809a, Allen, St. Louis, MISSOLWI, and stole a television
valued at- $20 on. August 17, 1967.-. MC..CORMICK admitted his .
implication in. this theft but stated that it was actually’
BOROWSKI who carried the television from the house and subse-
quently sold it. . , o

The file,reflects that on October 26, 1967, - MC
CORMICK was residiﬁg'at'lBQ5 South 1llth Street); with one
JIM RAMSEY. On December 6, 1967, MC CORMICK was residing
at 2109a Menard w1th his mother, -THERESA .MC CORMICK,

. On March 15,(1968 through April 29, 1968 MC .CORMICK's
address was . agaln listed as 1805 South 1lth Street . MC CORMICK
has a grade school educatlon, having terminated his schoollng

-at St. Louis, Misouri, in 1934. MC CORMICK is syphllltlc and
has experlemeed deterloramlon of his condition in recent years.
He is very nervoeus, drinks, and has a problem holding jobs,

The file notes that MC CORMICK probably will not get ino any
more trouble, kut that he will not function adequately either.

According to MCCOENMICE, he drimks heavily and because
of this drinking he and his wife, ROSE T, WALDRON, 2845a
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Lafayette or 3214a ‘South Grand are separated

In 1955 MC CORMICK was admitted to Mdlcolm BllSSv

_HOSpltal where he stayed for one month siiffering from a

_ mervous breakdown. A check of the hospital records by the
‘probation officer indicates that. MC CORMICK has -syphilis
which has affected his brain. -His condition is chronic ,
brain syndrome. due to Meningoncephalitic Lues,‘chronlc in-
flamation of the braln and brain membrane due to syphilis.
‘This condition produces exce551ve nervousness and motor ’
act1v1ty,

MC CORMICK has an IQ of 72 which is inh the men-
tally defective range. MC CORMICK has three prior misde-
- meanorarrests, one.in 1941 for vagrancy and. two in 1962 and
1963 for stealing over $50. The file indicates MC CORMICK
had a brother, VICTOR V., MC CORMICK, who was shot approximately
three years ago. The file indicates that VICTOR apparently
associated with an unsavory element.
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SL 44-775 C 1800 Soiith 1ith Street
WHW/leh = S Sta LOUIS, Missour1

: On May 15, 1968,Aa nelghborhood 1nvestigation was
conducted in the vicinity of 1807 South 11lth Street, by SA
WILLIAM H. WARFIELD and SA F, JACK WILLIAMS. The folloW1ng
- persons were contacted and 1nterv1ewed and viewed photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY as depicted on wanted flyer 442-A dated
“April 19, 1968, and their comments are as 1nd1cated

. " ROSALIE SMITH, 1813avSouth 11th Street, advised
she has resided in this address since 1962, -She has never
.-seen subject, RAY., She advised.that she is acqualnted with
. a JACK (last name unknown), who re51des ‘1807 South 1lth
Street. She stated JACK lives-at this address alone most’
of the time. " She 'has never seen subject, RAY, at JACK's
house. . ‘ C

MARY (last name unkrown) who resides at 1805 South

1ith Street, .rear, (this is a house separate and apart from
the house at '1805-1807 South 11th Street),. often stays with
.JACK (last name unknown). It was noted that an. elderly male
* and .female. were at that tlme seated on..the rear porch at- T
180% South. llth Street.. She. pointed to, these two.. 1nd1v1dua1s
" as the persons known to her..as JACK and MARYor SMITH occupies
both apartments.. upstairs at 1813 South 1llth. It should be .
noted that the" two ‘apartments located downstalrs in this

same buiﬁlng bear - the N address 1815 and 1815a South llth

L ; Accordlng to LINDA SMITH 1813a South 11th Street
daughter to ROSALIE SMITH one FRED POWERS resides at 1815a -
South 1lth. R A e S R DR :
| . 4 FRED also malntalns a re51dence somewhere in the
"country" and comes to St. Louis only the first part of each

month to plck up hlS check T ’..w e ﬁl.'

o I LINDA SMITH adv1sed that a MARY (1ast name unknown)
. resides at 1815 South llth, The mailbox for this address
" 1ndlcates the: res1dent is.one MURIEL JORDAN, . ..

f'u LINDA SMITH p01nted out that the re51dence at 1809
‘South 11th is preserntly .vacant.. She advised that this resi-
dence was- previously occupied by a Mexican lady , who now
resides. at an- unknown..address with her son.- LINDA SMITH
pointed out that a second Mexican woman formerly re51ded at
1805 South 1l1th. ‘This lady died recently
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LINDA SMITH stated that residents of the neighbor-
hood frequent Art's Bar which is open only. on Sunday s at
the corner of llth and Soulard and Eddie Sang's Bar ‘on the
corher of 12th and Soulard. ,LINDA.SMITH advised that she
will immediately notify the FBI ‘should she receive any in-
formation concerning RAY. It was noted that the apartment
house at 1809 South 1llth and the apartment house at 1809
rear South 11th were both vacant.

EDDIE SANG, 1800 South 12th Street, owner of
Eddie Sang's Tavern at the same address advised ‘that the
photograph of RAY looks familiar and he believeés he-has seen
this man before. SANG pointed out that he first noted the
familiarity of RAY's face when he Saw RAY's photograph
in the newspaper. He stated that he associated the face -
_-with a customer at his tavern but cannot associate the name
with the face. He advised that several ex-convicts -of the
nelghborlng area used to frequent his tavern. He recalled
one as a JACK (last name unknown) white, male, 45 believed to
be. from Arkansas. He advised that this JACK was, suspected'of
a. shootlng in the nelghborhood approximately six to‘elght
ponths ago .and that he was. also. involved in. the, burglary ‘of
Art's Tavern, 1lth aiid Soulard. He barred JACK (last name
unknown) from his place of business and doesnot know where
he could be located at present RRTEIO S S T

. MILDRED LAKAS 1118 Soulard, could furnish no
information regarding the subject.. ... ””@‘ G
ALBERT JOBE 1116 Soulard has res1ded at thls ,

address since July, 1967 "~ Pprior.to that time he resided at .
'1821a South llth. He does not recall evexr having seen the
subJect in the neighborhood and p01nted out that he frequently
visits nearby taverns, , : . (

; Mr. and Mrs. RICHARD GRAYBILL 1107a.Sou1ard, could
’furnlsh no information concerning the’ subJect They have
res1ded at this address for approx1mately four years.

. CHRISTINE GREENWAY 1107 Soulard has re81ded at
this address’ approximately two years. She could furnish no
1nformatlon concerning the. subJect .- e

‘ SHIRLEY HURST 1107 Soulard adv1sed that the center
photograph of the subgect looks famlllar, but she cannot .
as5001ate the face with a name or place. "Mrs. HURST pointed
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out she operated a grocery at 1110 Soulard for a few months
durlng 1965. _

: Mrs. EDWIN BLASE 1817 South 11th Street, could
furnish no 1nformat10n concernlng subJect

Mrs. WILLIAM M. DUDA, 1819 South 1llth Street, could
furnish no information concerning the subject but p01nted out
that she is new in the nelghborhood

IDA BIELLER, 1821 South 11th Street, stated that
she has resided in’ th1s neighborhood 21 years but could fur-
nished no information, concernlng the subJect. '

' MELZO COURTWAY, 1114 Soulard, could furnlsh no
information concerning the subJect

. DALLAS, FRILLMAN was 1nterv1eWed at Sang s Tavern,
1800 South 12th Street and could furmish no_information
concernlng subgect ',. ',ﬂu_‘,? :.n -
Y - EMERY HARRISON, 1112 Soulard and MARGARET YZBROCK,
1114 Soulard could furnish-no.information. concernlng subject.

. WILLIE MANNING was 1nterv1ewed at . V P Drug Store
1731 South 11th Street. He adV1sed that he has been inter-
viwed by agents in the past and knows nothing.
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' The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA CLETIS.
B BIDEWELL on May 29, 1968° ‘

‘ - ARTHUR FORLOW, - Missouri State Probatlon and Parole Officer,
1500 South Big Bend, advised that RUSSELL P, BRANNEN, FBI 279 653 6,
Missouri State Pen1tent1ary (MSP)#65816J, is presently on parole .
under supervision by that office. He advised that on Aprll 1, 1952, .
BRANNEN received a 25 year sentence under the Habitual, Crlminal Act
and that his parole supervision is scheduled to terminate on September
10, 1968, 3z According to FORLOW, BRAWNEN presently resides at 1633
Dolman, St. Louis, and is employed at the Modern Jacket Company..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



o rDso@eviizsen) ‘EDERAL BUREAU OF"‘an‘E'_shcA_T"_' R

RUSSELL PERRY BBANNEN was interviewed at his place of .
residence 1633 Dolman, He is osmployed at. the Modern Jacket Company,
- 1000 Washington Avenue, . BRANNEN was released from’ ‘the Missouri -
State Penitentiary September 10, 1964, He had been sentenced to-
this institutiom om April 1, 1952 from Bethany, Mzssourl, in con- o
nection with an auto theft at which tlme he recelved a 25 year sentence
under. the Habltual Crzmlnal Act, - C .

BRANNEN stated durxng hn@ last seveﬂl y@ars at the Mlssourl o
State Penitentiary, he wurked under the immediate supervision of . ¢
Major POIRY (phometic), Deputy Warden, and wasin charge of: transfersr
cell changes and classxflcat1on ‘of prisomners, - In-this; capacity he:
felt that he undoubtedly came im contact with subject: JAMES -EARL RAY
but he had mno specxfic recollection of subgect's .contact, “After.’
viewing subject's photograph, he stated that the: face looked familiar
but he still had no specific recollection. of subject RAY He denled
having any contact with subject RAY subsequent: to. RAY's escape from”
the Missouri State Pemitentiary. He mentioned -he r‘called dlscussin
subject ‘RAY with one JOHNNY VELANTI after VELANTI’brought up the."
subgect &nd asked him if he, BRANNEN, had any re llectionwOfwsubjéc}

RAY in the“Missouri State Penitentiary and.’ if: “he ‘BRANNEN , recalled ,

- any c@ntacg\b@tWQem VELANTI and RAY while. in. the F‘_ltentiary.:;_\ﬂzhw ;ﬁ

. : BRANNEN adV1sed whan questloned c@n@erning;@ne JIMMY CARPENTER
'that he knew CARPENTER and had seen him @ﬂ"asxanally in the rocent

past He did not recall having discussed sudbject RAY onm any occnsion
with CARPENTER and stated CARPENTER was entering the St. Louis Ciiy -
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation, “It was his under-
standing that srrangements had been made for CARPENTER to énter’ the
hespital by a southside St L@ums p@lltxclam kmowm @mly t@ him as
"LEISURE" (phonetmc) 4 , . ;

" BRANNEN advnsed that h@ was bornlA;fitgg_l t Gallatin,:l
Mxesomrl, and that he is presently on par@le rom issour1 State -
Penitentiary and that his parole. is up in September of 1968, He -
promised to be alert for anyone with whom he came in: ‘contact for- any -
information which might be of value in trying to- ascertaxn the present -
whercabouts of subject RAY or amy: known associates’ of RAY who mlght
be in a position to furnlsh such 1mformation, AR :

¢

on _5/31/68 o St, Louis, Missouri - #. SL_ 44=775

by SA CLETIS B, BIDEWELL:hcv ' 6/3/68

Date dl ctatod

'I'his document contalns nelther recommendutions nor conclusions o! the FBI It 4.3 (he pr Spi rty of the FBI and ls louned to
your aqency it and its contents are not to. be distrlbuted ou!side your aqency T

¢
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' BRANNEN advised upon questioning that he had not heard
any discussion concerning the method of subject RAY's escape as

. to whether or not he left in a bread truck or walked out of the L
prison with a group of visitorso_,. o r o *

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NEIGHBORHOOD - MITSS ISS IP.'P’IE %VE“‘\'TUE

Tbe fol]owing was @omducted bv wA& PATRICK W BRADLFY and
ROBERT A, HESS' on June 3, 1968 C ‘ ‘ .

. JOHN PAUL VELANTI lﬂdl@&t@d an un-named cmnvnmt allegedly
told him he had observed subject. in the 1800 block of Mississippi
Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri, approximately two weeks following
subject's escape from the MlSsoumt State anitamvim ¥, April 23
1967. .

. Ob%@wvafy@n dis mlwsed Lh@re is no 1800 block @f Mm sissippi
Avenue in St. Louils, Missouri. At the point where Mississippi is
lntersected by Geyer Avenue,. the mumberq ;ump from 1779 to 1915,

Photographs of subject were dlsplayed to the $0110wing
cindividuals on Mississippi and Geyer Avenues, with the result that
nome of them were able to recall having. @b@@vad anyone of subject's
appearwmce in the area or ever having been &@q“&lntud with anyone
af subject’s name or alnaseso» s L o

MISSISSIPPI AVENUE (SA BR&DLVY)

1720 HERVAN BLACEWELL T 172) CARRIE B, DEWEY -

1722 JOHN J. O'BRIEN 1728 TILLIE B. FULTON

1726 JAMES LACEY =~ . - 1729 BEULAH PIERCE

1730 OMA BAWKS 1752 OPAL CONNOR :

1772 WIBBS AUTO REPAIR - 1913 BLLLS BARBER uH@P -
(JAMES WIEBS - OWNER) " JOSEFH .BURKS - Barber
Geyer Avenue Intersects 1918 LOLA M, COFFMAN

‘19182 SHERMAN TOLLIVER =~ ' o

: 4llen Avenue nmevseats

GEYER AVENUE (SA HESS)

1916 EVERETT BOYER - 1918 ANNA NAGY
1919 HENRY WILLARD 1920 GUY KIRK
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1924 MAY's CONFECTIONERY C > CARROLL E., BATTEN .
S EVERETT W, KOLB ' R :
. 1926 J AND S USED FURNITURE 'LZEL FIsH
: EDNA DAVIS
1928 EISELL's BAR -
JOSEPH EISELL ' ‘
(MlSSiSSlppi Avenue Intersecta)

| 200 Geyer Food Shop - - 2005 JESSE RHYNE

WILLIAM KOENER S -

2006 MAX AND GENE's TAVERN ~ 2007 ALLAN D, EARL
MAX LABIAN | o :

2009 ELIZABETH MERSEAL - 2010 MARY WILSON

2013 VIRGIL SIMMONS -~ 2014 LUKE FIELDS

2015 GRACE PAYNE 2016 JOSEPH OPERSCHALL

2017 FRANKLIN ANDERSON 2018 WILLIAM F, POLITTE

2020 ELIA SALEMIE, : o
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Date ____May 22, 1968

OPAL HIGHLY, 1630 South 18th Street was 1nter- .
v1ewed at her residence and furnlshed the following 1nforma-
tion: .

She formerly was the operator of Opal's Bar, 1805
Lafayette. She advised 'that she ran Opal's Bar at this lo-
cation from 1947 until 1961, = From September, 1939, until
1945 she operated a bar, also known as Opal's Bar, at a dif-
ferent location near 18th and Lafayette, St. Louis, Missouri.

: She v1ewed photographs of subject, 'JAMES EARL RAY,
.as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investlgation wanted flyer
number 442-A ‘dated’ April 19, 1968, She advised that the two
photographs appearing on the left side of the wanted flyer
appear to be familiar but that she cannot associate the face
with a name or place. She advisSed that she has read accounts
of the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying in the newspaper and . ad-
-vised that this picture may appear familiar to her inas-
much as she has preV1ously seen 1t 1n the newspaper.s

: . HIGHLY pointed out that she does not recall the .-
names .of patrons frequently visiting her bar. She did know
some of her patrons by their first names. The name JAMES
RAY means nothlng to her..\ g;ﬂc c e b g

She is acqualnted W1th a JACK (1ast name unknown)

'who llmps, and has been in and out..of the penitentiary all -
of his life. She advised that JACK (last name unknown),.
would ‘now be approximately 70 years old. , He used .to 11ve
.around Kennett Place, or.another nearby street She advised
that she. d1d not recall. this.man until recently when ‘the . man
Spoke with an associate of her,’ TED RICHARDSON, .who also
works for her. .ThiS man advised that his name was JACK and-
told. RICHARDSON to. ask HIGHLY if she .remembered him. HIGHLY '
p01ntediout that she .did not remember him. at. that time. ..
Later, JACK (last.name unknown). again contacted RICHARDSON N
and told RICHARDSON to.tell HIGHLY that he was .the man who
used. to come in-her place with a big woman and a boy who
11ked to dance. . Upon réceipt of this information, HIGHLY -
recalled JACK as. a. frequent- patron at. Opal's Bar. He always

- cameé in with a big woman who drank ‘beer. This was approxlmately
fifteen years ago. The woman who accompanled JACK had a .boy :

R o :
ot St. Louis, M;ssoqm o _Fite# SL 44-775

- SA F. JACK.WILLIAMS | o
by . SA WILLIAM H. WARFIELD 'wHw/leh, Du,vedim“d_ 5 /17 /68

-

on __ 5/15/68

o This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI "1t 4s the property of the F‘BI qand s loaned to
your agency; it and {ts contents are not to.be distributed outside your agency -
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about flfteen years old “The boy liked to dance and offen
danced at the bar.. - . S

HIGHLY does not believe that the dancing boy was
subject, JAMES EARL RAY., She noted that the dancer would
only be about 30 years of age at this time.

HIGHLY advised that she was "always at the bar durlng
its hours of operation and was well.acquainted ‘with the cus~
tomers. 'She advised that a LESTER GUIBOR, presently employed
at Natlonal Fixture, 7000 Scuth Broadway, used to tend bar
for her. She advised that MARIE MC MURTY, 1634 South 18th
Street, was employed by her in Opal's Bar as a waitress.

HIGHLY advised that ‘should she ga1n any 1nformat10n
: concernlng JAMES EARL RAY, she would 1mmed1ate1y contact the

"FBIX.
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" Date May 22, 1968

‘ MARIE MC MURTY, 1634 South 18th Street, St. Louls,
Missouri, was- 1nterv1ewed at her res1dence and furnlshed the
following 1nformat10n- .

She was employed. as a waitress at Opal‘s Bar,
1805 Lafayette, St. LOUlS, Mlssourl,‘ln 1958 or 1959

She V1ewed photographs of subgect JAMES EARL RAY o
as depicted on Federal. Bureau of Investigation wanted flyexr
. number 442-A dated April 19, 1968. She advised that she
does not recall ever hav1ng seen RAY at Opal's Bar ‘and that
. the name,'JAMES ‘EARL RAY, had no 51gn1flcance to her prior
to the recent publlclty concernlng hlm.

. ' MC MURTY adv1sed ‘'she would 1mmed1ate1y adv1se ‘the .
FBI should she gain any information concerning RAY. o

i

":‘ /'\"";“’:’ "g.‘é'\.

5/15/68, _ St. Louls, Mmourl - File#_ SL’ 44-775

' SA FJACK WILLIAMS 4 o ‘
g — WILLIAM = WABF[ELD WHW/leh Dafe dlctatod : 5/17/68

This document contulns nelther recommendctlons nor conclusions of the F‘BI It 48 the property of the FBI .and is’ locmed to,
your agency; it and its contents are not to. be dlstributed ou!side your agency.
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- The following invest1gat1on was conducted by
. SA GEORGE M PEET

"On May 15, 1968 RICHARD MISSAVAGE, Computer Sectlon;f
St Louis Police Department advised that F1e1d Interrogation

Reports (FIR's - forms filled out regardlng suspicious persons . -

stopped and questioned but not arrestéd or booked) had been
searched for a record of ‘subjéct RAY under his name and known
aliases with negative results, These reports -cover the period.
November, -1967,to date for the entlre clty and were. all that
are available, . - : - .

_ On May 17, 1968, a11 orlglnal FIR s for 1967 which
were available at Th1rd Distrlct St. Louis Police Department
which covers the area where subgect RAY is known ‘to have .
frequented were also searched w1th negatlveresults.’

. In addltlon, the FIR S were searched through eomputer
for a record of JAMES LOMA OWENS, FBI number 139 770 7, on s
May 15, 1968, in an effort to ascertainm his whereabouts for
-interview; T B R ‘
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IDENTIFIED DEATHS

' B Sergeant BUFORD MC GAHAN, Flngerprlnt Sectlon, st. Louisa y
- Missouri, Police Department, and MRS. HELEN TAYLOR, City Coroner,v*w =
St. Louis, Missouri, advised SA JAMES: T. DEARBORN on May 10, 1968,
. the Fingerprint Section of the St. Louis 'Police Department checks all
unidentified cadavers 'in the City of -St. Louis, Missouri, and o
obtains their fingerprints if the condition. of the body will allow, '
These prints are then forwarded to the FBI. IDENTIFICATION DIVISION,
No unidentified white male cadavers have been found in the Clty of

- St Louls, Missouri,. 51nce Apr;l 4, 1968

On the same date Detectlve JOHN LARRISON St. Louls County{3 N
Missouri, Police Department advised SA DEARBORN the same procedure - -~ .-
is followed by his Department in St. Louis County, Missouri, and that.:

no unidentified whxte male cadavers had been. found since Apr11 4,
1968, . o . . :

: i Sevgeant PAUL NAUMANN, MlSSOurl State nghway Patrol :
. Troop C, Kirkwood, Missouri, advised SA DEARBORN,. on the same date,
. that she Patrol- performs a similar service for coroners "and

Police Departments in . .the rural areas of Missouri. -~ ..
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SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE
TYPE MISSION: PROJECT -

‘ In v1ew of subJect's ‘habit of staylng in flophouses and
lower class rooming houses, the following charitable type missions were
personally contacted, on the dates indicated, and furnished the :

Identification Order concerning subject. Subject was unknown to perﬁons::i

contacted; however, they indicated they would immediately contact this
cffice in the event they observed h1m or received any 1nformat10n
concern1ng hlm-~:;. . . .

‘NST LOUIS MISSOURI'

NAME - ,j- | _“,_‘me AGENT:

| SALVATION ARMY | T
MEN's SOCIAL CENTER 3949 Forest’ Park . 5~24-68 JOSEPH A, DUBYAK - "
JOHN MC ALLISTER - Personnel Dlrector R - ' S

DIVIS IONAL HEADQUARTERS, 2827 Clark
MELDRED MAYBERRY - Director.

TOWER GROVE CITADEL 1324 Tower Grove
Captain E, C, ROLLIN - Dlrector Lo

TLMPLE 3110 Towa
Cantain LEE SMITH - Dlrector

EUCLID AVENUE 2618 No#th Euclld '
?RIEDA HARPER - Secretary ‘ o

HARBOR LIGAT, 915 Market ~—~ 5-27-68 -ALAN E. MOELWAIN.
RAROLD RICHARDS - Personnel Dlrector n o : Lo
CORPS AND YOUTH CENTER, 416 S Main’

(St. Charles, MlSSOHTl), Captain
ROBERT BUTTREY - Dlrector

EMPLOYMENT SERVICE, 915 Market L
HAROLD RICHARDS =~ Perspnnel Dlregtor;~
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LAFAYETTE PARK, 1710 Carroll o :f‘ ALEN E. MCELWAIN }
Captaln JACK VAUGHN - Director e R

7701 Rawnels (Maplewood, - Missouri)
_CaptainrDONALD LOVEJOY ~ Director

NORTHSIDE 1323 Sullivan ' L

Captaln DANIEL UPTEGROVE - Dlrector- _ , Y
 SOUTHSIDE, 801 Allen = - U 524 EN O. TRETHWAY

THOMAS ONKLE - Office Employee . L Coo

'WELLSTON, 6203 Cote Brilliante
- Captain J, A, MILLER :

BEREA MISSION, INC., 3536 Russell

1CmARLES RUSSELL Business Manager

LUTHERAN MISSION ASSOCIATION, 1323 Herbert ’
DOROTHY HARTON - Secretary - ,

OPEN DOOR MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP, 4045 Ashland
_H.‘ﬂ, PETERS, Secretary CL ) , s
. DISHAS HOUSE, 903 Cole ~ o ] L " 5-27-68 LAWRENCE B.CURTIN

VIRGINIA BRADSHAW - Secretary R - _ - A ‘ :

FATHER DEMPSEY CHARITIES 3427 washmgton
FLMER WILLIAM - Manager. .

ST LOUIS RESCU“ MISSION, 4023 011ve -
. JAMES CARTER - Sexton : :

SUNSHINE MISSION, 614 Franklln S
WILLIAM Lo BUSCHART -~ Superlntendent S

SHINING LIGHT TABERNACLE 1428 Mom'oe(“;' |
Reverend JESSE GREEN - Pastor. T :
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NAME . . DATE AGENT

HUMAN SERVICE CENTER, 905 North>5th; ' - 5=28-68 WILLIAM R.BURTON..
Poplar Bluff, Missouri
WILLIAM BRIGDEN - Manager .

No other charitable type missions which furnish lodging
to indigents were found within the territory covered by the
St. Louis Division.
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IV,  FELLOW PRISONERS
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. o Dﬂfﬂ . ‘ 6"12"'68
DONALD GARFIELD COX, residing at the northeast corner
of Case and Thelma, Berkeley, Missouri, - was - interviewed at - o
his“place of employmént, Derby Service Station, 8970 Natural
Bridge, Berkeley, M1ssour1, ‘and furnlshed the following in-
formation: g - o B ‘ -
Hé was: confined to the Missouri State Penitentiary

from September, 1960, to September, 1963, after his convic-
‘tion for armed robbery 1n the c1ty of St Lou1s, Missourl.

" He viewed a photograph of JAMES ‘EARL RAY as’ deplcted
on FBI Wanted Flyer #442-A dated April’ 19 1968.. 'He.advised. -
that he recognized the center’ photograph on this. wanted'fIYer"
as a.JAMES RAY with whom: he was acquainted in the, penitentiary.

- He advised that he knew RAY‘only slightly and: descrlbed“RAY

as a loner who seldom assoc1ated with. the ‘other. inmates. .

He stated that RAY was not-well, 11ked in the-penitentiary. .

and that he came to the penltentlary ‘with, the.attitude that- .

he was a "big shot" and was going to run things. He adv1sed
that RAY was not a gambler to his knowledge nor did RAY collect
gamb11ng debts for anyone else , SETUTIREE e g,

‘ "While in the penltentlary he COX assoc1ated w1th
BOB’ BURNS, BOB DOUGLAS CLYDE CASEY, and GLEN CHERNICK.

advised that he is acqualnted with a JAMES' BROWN from the ‘

.- city of St. Louis. He advised he is unaware ofaBROWN's pre-.
"sent residence but that BRQWN would be approx1mate1y 33. years
of age at the .present. He is unaware “of . whether or not; BROWN
was close to JAMES RAY. He adv1sed that. BROWN. had. "so many
-stories" that he tried to stay away from" BROWN "'He adviseéd
‘that BROWN was a. "liar" and always had some storles to; tell

He 1s not acqua1nted w1th a: (first name unknown)

ALLEN who was an inmate at the Missouri State Pen}tentlary

He advised that he may recognlze a photograph of ALLEN but

" that he knew many of the 1nmates only .by thelr faces rather
than their ‘names . 4

‘ !

He adv1sed that he 'is acqualnted w1th a "SLIéK"
. STEDHAM doing life at’the Missouri State Penltentlary from
~ Kansas City. 'COX also- descr1bed STEDHAM as a 11ar

_qyﬁ..
0n'6 -5-68 d Berkeley,‘Mlssourl . 'F”,# SL 44~ 775

SA WILLIAM H. WARFIELD

,, _SA MARVIN R. DORAN _ wnw.amb Dm dmmd » 6

.This document gontains neither recommendquons nor concl\\sions of the FBI It i.s the ptoperty of the F'Bl and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to. be distrtbuted outside your agency. .
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He was aware of no organlzatlon at the Missourl _

State Penitentiary that acted as enforcers or who in anyway
"ran'" the penltentlary._ He advised that if. there .was -any

single organ1zat10n ‘or man who .runs. the Missourl State Péni- .
" tentiary that man would" bé BOB BURNS whom he descrlbed as,, ,
a small man presently doing. 75 years from St. Louis for armed
robbery. BURNS' brother is supposedly a detectlve 11eutenant
.in the St. Louis Pollce Department : .

With respect to known gamblers at the Mlssourl State
Penltentlary he advised that JOHNNIE.JOHNSON from Kansas City
and JACK KALENKA (phonéetic) also from Kansas. City were known
- gamblers who have. now both been released.from, the .penitentiary,
'Heé ‘advised that CLYDE CASEY, GLEN CHERNECK, and” "SLICK" STEDHAM
were also gamblers., He advised he is unacquainted with a
JOHNNIE VELANTI ' : S _~jJ C a1

:. -

He adv1sed that JAMES EARL RAY re51ded 1n B Hall
when he was re81d1ng 1n C Hall at the penltentlary

, COX pointed out ‘that he could furnlsh no 1nforma—
tion concerning RAY or the associates. of RAY, however, he .
advised that should any information’ concerning. RAY. beeome Ly
known to him he will immediately contact’ theTFBI.W .COX pointed’

. out that he has "gone straight" Since leaving thé penitentiary,

has a good job, and wants to stay on. the r1ght side ‘of the -
law. .
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’ RE: PRISON ASSOCIATE'
CARL BENTON DRAKE

On June 5, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE was re-interv1ewed
by SA WALTER C, JOHNSON and said he had. heard nothing regard- ‘
ing JAMES EARL RAY. He again expnessed a willingness, to co-
operate in the event ‘he learned anythxng of value. DRAKE
-said he had been extremely busy d01ng tuckp01nt1ng work this
spring and did not come in contact Wlth any of hlS former

prison ass001ates, ;
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VRBmJb o . RE: JAMES COOPER GREEN, JR.
o - = FELLOW PRISONERS ‘

Oon May 16, 1968, JAMES COOPER GREEN JRO, 942 Grand,
Caruthersville, Missouri was confacted at the Town and Country
Supply‘Company, Highway 84 west, _by SA WILLIAM R, ‘BURTON,

GREEN . advised that he was sentenced to the Missouri
State Penitentiary at Jeffersom’ City, Missouri, and arrived there

on November 29, 19265, He stayed approximately four  weeks and was
transferred to Algoa until May 3; 1966, at which time he went back

to Jefferson City for a period of two weeks. He was then transferred

tc the Moberly, Missouri, Farm, During his stay at Moberly he went

back to Jefferson City to the hospital twice,..once for a one month

period in Augut of 1966 and then for a week in July of 1967. " He was:
released from Moberly on August 22, 1967, and returned to Caruthersville,
As he recalled there were two imdividmals named RAY at Moberly at :
the time he was there, one who was tall and thin who escaped ‘but

was recaptured the same nlght the other he heard had escaped: and

had not been recaptured,’

with the Idemtification Order phot@graph of JAMES EARL RAY.{\ He
further advised that sometime in 1966 while he was at Moberiy he
and several other prisoners were caught - gambling, and as a- result
of this he attempted to make a deal with prison authorities that-
he would turn over to them a shipment of amphetamine powder that
was supposed to be coming into the prisoners, Instead of giving
them the real amphetamine powder, he gave them a greenish colored.
food seasoning. They discovered the switch and as a result he
was taken into prison court, given ten days in the hole and a

20 days loss of merit time. To the best of his recollection and
knowledge, he never came into contact thh JAMES EARL RAY in regard
to thls amphetamlneo, _ ,
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FELLOW PRISONER'- DAVID DON MC FARLIN

Mrs. JUDITH MC FARLIN of St Louis indicated that
-DAVID DON MC FARLIN was liast kmown to ‘be residing with his |
mother, Mrs. O, L. DAVIS General Delivery, Advance, Missouri.

On May 23, 1968, Mrs, 0° L.-DAVIS, Advance, advised
that her son, DAVID DON MC FARLIN, had recently moved to Malden,
Missouri, and was going to school at the Office of Economic- ..
Opportunltm Manpower Development Tra1n1ng School at Slkeston,
Missouri . i . . .

‘ Efforts on that same date to comtact MC FARLIN at . |
Malden, Missouri, weré negative, and he was thereafter interviewed
at Sikeston, Missourl. : oo

MC FARLIN ‘who gave his res1dence address as - 703 South

Beckwith, Malden, advised that he was sentenced to the Missouri
State Penltentlary”in May, 1966, spent three weeks in Jefferson
City, and was then sent to the Number Two Farm for approximately
seven months, at which time he was transferred to the Church
Farm and was subsequently pareled in April, 1967. He viewed
..a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated the photograph did not

look familiar to him, cannot recall ever having met the individual
while he was in the pemltentlary, and could furnish no other
information. of value, N e A e ) -

The foregoing was conducted by SA WILLIAM R. BURTON.
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" RAY -~ FELLOW INMATES

Mrsn HAZEL MENARD, 2636 St. vlncent was contacted at
her residence. After Special Agents ROBERT A, HESS and PATRICK W,
BRADLEY identified themselves, she stated "What do you want now? .
I'm in'a hurry because I'm preparing to go to work.” It was pointed
out to Mrs. MENARD that we desired to get in contact with two
soms who were former inmates at Missouri State Penitentiary. . She
stated that she has three sons and one of them is currently in the
Pederal penitentiary. She pointed out that the other two sons
reside somewhere in St. Louis, exact whereabouts unknown and
employment unknown, but she is of the opinion that she will see -
these sons on Saturday, May 18, 1968.  She was furnished the names
of the contacting agents and the telephone number of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation Office im 8t., Louis with the request that
she have her sons c@mtact ﬁhese agents.,  She h@sitatingly agreed
to do thls, ‘ o o

The foregoimg c@m&ﬁc% was made-@m May 16"1968

A check of the St L@un - 8t, L@wlb Commty Directories,
tel@phune book, and files of the St. Louls Police Department, on the .
same dzte faxxed to dlS@l@S@ current resident addresses for LOUIS GENE
MENARD, FBI # 517 988 A, or RAYHOND OWEN MENARD, FBL # 471 822 7.
Police Depmrtment re&urds indicated RICHARD LAWREKCE MENARD, FBI
# 4 496 848 is currem&ly at- Leavenworth P@nl tentiary.

. MRS, MENARD advised Mav 21, 1968, she hed advised’
RAYMOND and LOUIS MENARD of the FBI 1nt@rest but neither had
indicated any intention of contacting this off¢ce -She continued
to profess ignorance as to their places of residence and employment
and claimed lm&@illty to contact them.
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RE: NATHAN J. MURPHY - FORMER INMATE

' The following investigation Was‘conducted by SA
CHARLES S, DUKE at St. Louis, Missouri:

- " Teletype from Kansas Clty to ‘the Bureau May 22
1968 "indicated that former 1nmate was paroled’ July 28, 1964
from the Missouri ‘State Prison and was dlscharged from parole
‘on January 4, 1967, and could be reached through JOHN A
.ZITZENZANICH at 3177a Oregon Street St. Louis

On May 24 1968, JOHN A, ZITZ, 3177a Oregon Street
St. Louis, M1ssour1, was contacted at hlS residence whereupon'
he advised that his name was ZITZ.and not ZITZENZANICH and
that he did not' know.a man by the name of NATHAN J. MURPHY.
He said that he had a couple & former prisoners staying at
his place for a short period of time somewhere around three
to four years ago but he could not remember their names.
He advised that since his wife left him and ran off with an
ex-convict he wanted to forget the past -ZITZ could offer
no additional information. ' .
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