
• 
3 

SL: 44-775 

the Catholic_ cbape'.l at the MSP because of a derqgato:r;-y 
statement made· .bY this prisoner<·c;ioncerning President. 
KENNEDY as al "Catholic. He does not recall the nam~ ·of 
this prison~r ancl no charges were til_ed .in con11,_ection . 
with the incident. He denied that''this indivi,dual·could 
have bee11 subj'ect JAMES EARL_RAY~·.:ue.does recall Fathe.r 
SCHAFER was' at that time the Chaplain but understands .. that 
Father SCHA]fER-~9w'has a parish in California, MissO~J'.i. 
The abo~e-described. 'incident':tpok ·place at the MSP\tn:,,· · 
1963 o ' .· C ', \ ' • •i/• . ', ! ·. ' . '\ -

• •. ,•, •: • • ' ' .'.' • ••., I • '• •. •'c .\ • 

VELAN'i"I recalled that··wlieri\.he was in th~ MSlit ., 
A Hall was_·occupied by Negroee'; .··how~.ver, he understanas, 
it :aovi houses. trustees. . .. · ,:-) 

. ' 'VE~tI stated he_ ~o~ld.~r;~all many pris~n~rs _· 
making derogatory remarks concerning. Negroe·s but }le· advised' 
that inasmuch as he is Cathoii9,derogatory remarks regarding 
Catholics we~e .riot made in his :p;resence.: · _ ;_ ·:> 

. ' ; ,. . ' . ' .. , ·,i: 

: ::: Wh~rt que,stioned co.ncerriin~ any indi viduais who might 
,dislike him and.furnish false inform~tion concernint bis 
alleged association with RAY~-"-VELANTI mentioned· the following 
individtials: · _· :~ - ' : · · ·, 

JOHNNY SHELTON jl white_, .m~l,e, age 2ij, · believed 
presently back 'in 'MSP on an . armed . robbery ch.arge .. f roin:,< 
Kansas Ci ty·-P·. M_isso1,1ri; · · · · · · · · · /: :· .. 

' ... ,, . .• ;,,, . 

· MlKE. N0VOGRADIC (p4on~ti~), wh:i.te, male, ~.J'~- 26:': 
believed to "b~ 'd<>i,ng 25 years· at MSP. on a c:harge of· ,,~ssaul t 
.and molestation ·from Kansas City; _:· -: 

' ·! • ,_:: ·' ' • 

''BUGA.,RED'' TOWNSEND, wtiit~} male, doing life at 
MSP for tilling~ pr:i.est. 

• I 
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1 
·May·-13 1968 b~te --------....,.----· __ , ____ _ 

JOHN PAUL VELANTI upon· re.,;,interview :on :May 1~, 
1968, stated··a:fter·considering tliematter_he now recalls. 
one ·JIMMY RAYE (phon~tic), 11. white ml;Lle,._ age 27, 6'1," ~ · · 
150 pounds,. left handed, who. was·sonu~w~at active'·in . 
gambling activities at the Missouri State Pe.iii tentiary 

· (MSP-h T"his individual was· .also ·a basketba'll' player 
at the institution. RAY.E is still belie'ved' fo be at 

. MSP and at one time an· old.er brother,· believ~a. ·-to be 
LARRY RAYE, was an.inmate at the penitentiary •. VELANTI 
is of the opinion this RAYE may be confused. with .. subject '·. 
·JAMES EARL RAY_ by the- person fur:Qishing· information f~gar_ding 
an association between him _and subj_ect -RA:YQ: .. _ _. .. _' · .. -·< ··;:;:f,: '"1 

. 

VELANTI recalled JIMMY. RAYE '(phoii~{i'c)~<having ' 
been in· trouble in connection''with 'a gambl!°ng: ciel:it: owed to 
TEX MA.RT IN, ~Si> illlmate p . described· as ·a whJte ·maie:·· doi;ng 
a 25 year sen:~fence fr(?im: Kansas City on' a r_ape ·:·charge-~ . -• 
MARTIN was ail,.so .ac,;tive in running gambling :games. .VELANTI 
pursuaded MARTIN to n1ay. of ft¥ M:Y'E in· con11ec'tion·, withC.,tthe 
gambling debt . owed. h'im. · He :f~rther. recalled ··this. incident 
having taken tflace in 1.963 .. or, 1964 at :Whi:ch ~t}me\JIM.~~ RAYE 
was housed 'in C Hail while he 9 VELANTI/was. res:id_ing ~n---·~ .. ,'., G Hall. · -· . .· .· . . . ·.- . · .. · . '". ·-, 

;• : '~{~ ' ~ 
;:1 •' . . ' . ' . 

VELANTI stated his wife's true name· at :the,f'tinieflie 
married her was BETTYE PITTARD. While in MSP .he cor·r'esponded 
with her unde:r.:this'. ·name as well as .under th·e-'names· iBETT~E 
PRITCHARD, BmYE PETERSON and '8.EI'TYE VELANTI. · ·-H~ was ';n9t 
positive but· 1:>.e.lieved her maiden name to be PETERSON.·. His 
wife under the' .name BETTYE ,PiTTARD was employed 'for s.everal 
years as a key, punch operator for .the. Louisiana -~.· Ar~a-nsai:J;' 
Railroad at b't>th their ·Shreveport and Atlanta office~·.· Her 
parents and relativ-es are beli_eved ·to reside in Atla1tt'-a·~-- .. , He 
recal;ted that. BETTYE was at one time a member of the ,downt"own 
branch of the,-Alcoholics Anonymous Club in Shreveport,· Louisiana~ 
She also may have ·been a member of Alcoholics Anonymous in 
Atlanta. 

With·respect to a date on Which he could have been 
involved committing a crime in Atlanta 9 VELANTI advised he 
was released ';from the penitentiary at Leavenworth, K~µsas,: 
on July 21;· 195'8, ·a:nd picked up in Kansas City on Febr'ua:6{ 9, 
1959. During .-t-he period between these two dates he spent· .most 

I. : .. 

'-: 5J.-: 

On · 5 / 12/ 68 · at _. _,_;.S,_;.t..;;.•__;;;;L;;_o_u,;;..i_s__. • .___M~il._· s"--'s~o_· u=-r_1_· ·---,-- Fi le ii - ·_ St:·. · 44;,;.77 5 

SA CLE'I'IS B. BIDEW.ELL 
by __ SA_._W_I_L_L_I_A_M_:_· --'--H_._W_A_R_F_I..,...E,_LD_·_. --,-_C_B_B_:-=p_d=-p ___ Qate di c:tated __ _____,-_5/_1_3_/_6_8_--:-

This d·ocumetit contains ~either recommendations nor· conc-lusioris of the· F.a1'.; It _ts the· propert; ·of ·th~. FBI· :and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents _are not tc/ __ be 'distribut~d outside your agency; . . . . , . . . . 
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. ,'.' . :: :. ·: .. · 

. of his time ~~--a~· ~mployee :-i,{\he Mt>hte Young CarO:fv:~~ 
. wh_ich·:operates out of Salt Lake 1 City~ This carnival- wae;-._ 
operated by· a ·te.~a-10 1 one NIN.!\: (l~s~\~ame unknown)~': . ·. 
During this employment VELANTl '"·worlted unde·r the ·_n~me: ~hd 
Social Secur.i.ty )lumber of a 

1

$heep herder by· .the. name·· of:" 
WREZ XYLOIX. (p~onouhced RAY ZELWAH) ~:: When. the carni~Eil .-. 
closed' the sea~on i,;~ October- he., ,went· to. Shreveport, ~ouis.ia.na 1 · 

where he resiq~d with .his wife 1 <BEI'TYE 9 unt1.l the tim~_ he :: · 
was picked up'in February 1959:iµ. Kansas Cityo. He sta_ted· 
that he used· the namf?) XYLOlX in order to avoid· pbssibi'Ef 
arrest in' the :'state. of Oregon;·wllere ·he was wanted for :, 
investigation armed -robberyt·1

•
1\He -advised· that Oregon had 

placed a detainer ·against ,.him•· upon, his release· from·· : ·· ._,: 
Leavenworth. 1_ but that he 

1

had "beat"· tp.:i.s detainer at Leavenworth, 
Kansas_, and was neve1; returned. to, Oregon •.. 

. , During the co~rse of the ililt~r.view VELANTI mentioned 
the nal!llle o.f a former MSP inmat~ 'presently in the St. Louis . 
area» one· JAMES _.CARPENTERi, who might- be _in a p<>sition to' 
furnish informat;ion. cQncerning activities.· of subject RAY in 
the MSPo - -

:: -· 
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1, .: -.- _ .. ;~~·:.~:>1•r: ,.::_, Date . M~l 23, . 1968 
. ,:.,t~~¾iij~:_i~.- . 

JOHN 'PAUL VELANTI cailed tb·. indicate his concern' that' 
individuals 9 ·unknown to him 9 . had, linked his name with that :.of -
subje~~ RAYv whom. ,~-<c9ul~~ not· actual).f:'.~e?a.~f ~ · He expr~ssed 
the op1nion that· cer.taiR:·;i~divid~als :w9µ1~:: l:u.ke to see him. . 
charged with ·violatingt·his:- parole and':'retuifned to the ·MiSSO'Q.ri 
S.tate. Penitentiary':to _ iwgj:( even. with bii.j•v,:tor::things he h~cf''' 
not· idone .,. _ ··.' ·: --· · · "'-·· ,:_ ··.·--•-·'._- · . .- .. : : · _ _._ : - ,., ·:.:-' .; 

: . :; .' ':· \, ~ . ~; ; (" ' ( ;' . ': ,': ,'. . "' 
.. '. , . ' . . .. · ,: ,;·· .. ' . . '. - .,: t· t ·- • •• • • •• ,•. • ' 

He expressed a ·desire· to ·coope:ra te· in a-ny · way in _· 
oc,n~ection with this. inv:estigation and n».ellll:t"ioned he had ·.· 
.,.;Y,.i~ited -~·!t:h ~.1.ioth~f-.f<>rme;r inmate.· at ~:~J!~'..:>Mis~ouri St:ate . 

·, '-~~ni-;~ntiary who cla,~~eq.)~~ _had seen_ ~~:i?J~~;t,_o'·J'~MES _ EARL 84¥,,F·:, 
'. ·,•in St.:o Louis apprc;,ximately· two -weeks atjer··,the escape of RAY 

from· the ,Missouri ~tate 1·P~hitentiaryo -?ii~ decl~ned to -identify 
this person ever the: telepho.ne but advised ·he''might ·.,fur.nish 
this individual Os _imam.e; in a, .pe~~onal ;lJl:;1;,:iJ;"view.· at a latelt · 
~ime. · 

_:: ... •.' 

l . ... . ·;: .. ·. : ' . '··· ,:I H,:.,. ~- ,, '•·. . : ' . . " 

VELANT! indicated that in the ''conversation with:" 
this individual they discu~sed the fa.ct that Iµ.Y .. '91as ~upp9s~d 
to have walked out· of the Mis$ouri State. Penitent':iaiy with': . 
visitors g rather thai.lll havil!llg esicaped ccorai~ea],ed .illl. 2. bread bOXo 

. ;-: -..v: 
'(,· 

On _5_/_._:Jl.3_/_6_8 __ at _S_t_,._L_o_u_i_:s_·,_M_i_s_s_o_u_W_JI._ .. -----,-- F- i le 'fi-'---_S_L_·: ____ ~..,..4_ ... _1_7..,.5 ____ _ 

SA CLET lS B O B!JDEWELL , -: J fb - · _. 
·by----'---"-----~-"--'---"------"'-''-------~---.. -.-_·:-. Dat~ .dictated_._·---------..,.--

. 5/17/68 · 

This document co-~tains neither reco~me.ndations nor conclusions of t~e FBI.·_ It ts th;, ~rope~ty of the FBI - :and. ls l~ned to · 
your ag_;ncy; .it and it's contents are not to_,_be distrib1:1ted outs_id_e your 'agency, - . . . ... · - ·_ :- . . . . . . : ., ·, -
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·~-'.f .~·- ' ' 

.ERAL BU.REAU Of !NVEST,GATI.' 
, ~\ :·.:.: . . . 

r ....... .,.-~--.: 
:--·· ._, -- ·••'' 

~:-~ ·~: ~: .c::·-~. JO~--::~iut·:.:~itENTI·~·;;aI~:-~iii~J.',.:th~:.·:si:}.~£~ti~,;--F;d~ral : : 
Bureau ',oJ InvestigS:tion:,.offiice- to'. .promi~~- hJ'l,s-~;':a9°i1t~h,ue~: co~ . 

· ope;ration )ind- indicat'~~- ~-;~oritinu.irig feei_in
1

g.~ \f.>t-appjz'.ehension 
,thatsomething 1might·.happ~;n, .wbich_.might' poss:l,.l>l,y .1e~d to the .. _· 
revocatio~ _ o~-.. '. his p~~!~f{::: :~.ji. •::. -~·. __ · .. \::}·,,:'. .. :i:::'._-:::0".,:: . .. .~:-·; ·. ;: .. ·.•i .·\·· .:·., 
, .. ..:. ··•· 1 .,.: ··· • VALENTI ·'mej1tiltin.ted·~iri-the,,centtersafi-0n- that-.-.he::-::arid>0;. 

_J~m:·s::·::r( CARPENTER;~:~'iic('vlslted ·JOHN 'EJ;JGE~~-iGJ.(WRoN·'on. ·the ·- : - -· . 
. · previous night o He::vstated' GAWRON mentioned Ible had been talki,pg · -
to. t,he FBlo ·,~";;}r ·.:.:::,>_:,{ _·,'::.- ''V"''. /, .. _ .. •' -:::~::;.,:::· :,:;·:·· . 

. . _ , · · · :,: .... ~-:-l : . ·? .rt.:: . . ~- . ·. · ·. •:•· w }<~-~'.,i·~-: ,'., :~~---~ (/: ::. "· ' ·-
~: -·· :· _ · ·VALENTI adviSed'·''that both he ind 1·CARPENTER believed. 
that after having visited with GAWRON that GAWRON probably 
harbored subject RAY, after his e~cape\;f;r9m the Miss'.iou;ri State 
Pen:ttentiary.·. VALENTJC 9 however 9 stat~~:fi-that (GAWRON made.no -

such admissi'iollll in anf statement actualjf:'~ide ,by bim' •. - ·· "" 
.- • • . . . : • . • . ' -~ ~---' ~ ~ •. .i ' • !. ·. . . ·! :·, 

VALENTI .promised to· be alert·:, for· any information:' 
which· might be of val1.ie' Jn .. efforts to; lQcate.;}~~pject- RAY,. \\ :·.-

. , . . ,· . . ~' :. 

·-: ··1,·,4.. :• ~ : -·~ ; . ' 

• _:.;,.:·~ . ,1, -~::1 ~.;: 

On 5/14/68 at · St·.,· Louis 2 Missouri · f- i le # __ ....::S:.::L::...:::_·.:___;4;_:;4:_,_~7~7~5_:~--
''·Jc·•·'-

: jfro_.·<. ' . ·,,, 1,: :. 
· SA CLETIS B.; BlLDEWElaL 5/20/68 

by ----'-_..:.__:__:___-.......:..._'7'~~----:--:-~--,---:-- Date dictated -·---'--------
' . . . . . ·_ · : . •. · ' . . ,.· - . 0· h· . . I , .th. .:t f the FBI :and is loan~d to 
This document contains ne.ith~r recommendations nor •conclusions qf t e ·FBI, t ,s e proper Y O

.. ·. . ._ 

· your ag.ency; it. and its contents _are not to .. be distributed outside your ag_enqy,_ · 
' . . ,· ' . . - '. ". . ~ :' ,, 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) loERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI. 

1 Da~ May 31, 1968 

JOHN PAUL VELANTif presently residing 3420 Cumberland, 
Maplewood, was interviewed at the St. Louis Office. He reiterated 
information previously f'ur!l'llished that he could not recall airny specific· 
instance in which ne met subject JAMES EARL RAY while in .the Missour~ 
State Penitentiary (MSP) al though he may ha,re done so. He also 
advised he had no co~tact with subject RAY prior to his incarcera­
tion in the MSP or since his release from that institution. 

He de~ied that he.had recently obtained a revolver 
from any source and stated that .if JIMW CARPENTER had obtained 
a gun he knew nothing about it. He went Olm to state that he was 
doing everything within his power to avoid violating his parole 
and that obtaining a gun of any kind would be an extremely foolish 
act om his part. · · 

With respect to his activities since his release from 
MSP Olm March 21, 1967, he stated he came illTlll.uediately to St. Louis, 
Missouri, and for a snort period of time was emplo;ved by the Baris 
Furniture Company at 11th and Delmar. He resided for a period of 
time at Dismas House located at Ninth and Cole. Around May 3 or 4, 
1967, he obtained employment from the Bardgett Printi~g and Publishing 
Company, 2035 Delmar, where he worked until he was laid off ·i·~ '. 
Decem~er, 1967. Although he was employed steadily at the publishing 
compa~y, he worked part time om a desk job at Dismas House and also 
worked as a might cook quite a bit at Joh~ Clatto's Place located 
at Eighth a~d Delmare He started working part time as a radio 

· announcer :ii.n October, 1967 at Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, 
Illi~oi~~ and is presently employed full time as a radio annou~cer 
there .. 

VELANTI advised that a former irmmiate of the MSP one RUSSELL 
BRAl\i"'NEN advised him in a co111.versatiol!ll two or three weeks ago that 
he, BRAMNEN, had 0111. one occasion observed subject RAY in St. Louis 
subsequent to his escape from the MSPe BRANNEN stated that this was 
approximately term days after RAYws escape and he saw him in the 
vicinity of the 1800 block of Mississippi Street in South Stg Lou~s. 
He wernt on to say that BRANNEN made the statement that RAY did not 
escape from the MSP in a bread truck as generally reported b~t walked 

way from the ill].stitutiorm with a group of visitors who were leaving. 
According to VELANTI, BRANNEN did not indicate he knew of any particular 
indiv:idual who might have -assisted RAY in this escape. He could not 
furnish the exact addres·s of lBRANNEN but stated he believed he· was 
still o@ parole to Missrnu:i Sta tie parole offi cars in St. -Lani s, 
Missouri area. 

On 5/29/68 at Maplewood, Missouri file '# SL: 44-775 

SA JAMES T~ DEARBORN . 
by SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL/mjb Date dictated ---=5=/-=2='9:..<./.....:6;;;,.;:8:c--__ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.· It !s the property of the FBI :and is loa.ned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to.,be distributed outside your agency. 
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,, .. _ _._ ,, 

VELANTX was qu.'estioned ·.concerninff the present w~ereabouts 
of JIMMY CARPENTER. a11d ·he st~ted th~~ altho_ugh be.' had .not s~en . 
JIMMY in several days h,e · understood -Jle .was.:-.still res-id;i.ng ·at 1817 
Rutger· using the name JOHN MEZZO .a.nd employed ai; a .cook· at· Clatto•s 
located ·at Eighth and··oelmar •. He advised h,e had learned CAftP,JNTER . 
~)L:h.a::v.'E~/ ~p.tered the st." :r..ouis City ·Hospital to have an eye Qper.at;t~i,: 
but had been unable to··iop~ite· him and· he also stated that CARPENTER 
had not reported to work fo;r the 1-as.t two_ '.J;1ights at Clat1ds Res·tauran,t. 
He promised to locate CARPENTER as so.o!!i.-as,; possible and have· him· c_al;I:. 
the St. Louis FBI Officeo . . . 

. . . 

VELANTX. advised upon quest1oning tha:t he had heard nothing . 
whatsoever which wou.ld ind;i.cate to lliJJl that i;ubjec1; JAMES EAQL RAY 
might have been involved in the armed:~obbery of the Alton, ;rllinois,· 
Bank which. occurred . in July,, l96.7 e ·· · . , :: . • · · · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNKNOW-N SUBJECTS (2); 
BANK' OF· AL'l'ON, II,,LINOXS 

. July· 13, ·· 1967 
ST~ LOUIS FILE: . ~1-3877 . 

-The follpwirig i-~yest:fgation wa.1;;'· conducted by SA QL~IS 
Bo BlIDEWELL a.t St .. LOuis, .Missouri, on: May 29,_. 1968: . 

' ·.• . . . . . . .. 

BOB TYLER, Personnel Ma_m1ger· of I3ardgett Printing and . 
Publishi!t1lg Company, · 2035 . Delmar, advised_ after checking his ·records· 
that JOH'.N P. VELANT::E 'obta:L,:1ed employment· at his concern through . 
Dismas House on Apri,1·5~ 1967,· and that his employment was te;rminated· 
on December 5, 1967, ··c1ue ·to reduction in the work forceo ,He stated 
that VELANTI's work as a printing esti:mater was very satisfaf;tQry· 
and that he attended night .school durin,g· .the perioc;l of ·hi:s emJ;>;l.oyment 
to imicriease his efficieinc'l' ·in this capa<::i ty f . · 

,.· . . .. ,. :r,.•, ·-

Mr o TYLER advised that t~e eJi1ployment records for tnat .· 
coimcern ·for July 13, i967, :refl,ect -that VELANTI punched in for work 
at 7 :49 AM and pul!ll.ched out ·for lunch at 11 :59 AMo He punched back 
iim for work at 12 :47 PM a!'].d punchlf;ld out at the end of the .. day at 
6:03 ~Mo . 

. . . 
It is· noted that the robbery of _the Banlt of Al ton, . x'llinoi~, 

on July 13f 1967, was committed ~t l':35 PM." 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1 
. May 14, · 1968 · 

· Date·-----------,.-

JAMES. '(JIMMY). Ho CARPENTER; f.ormer.-Missouri . 
· State Penitentiary (M_SP) ~umber 01761, presently -~esiding 

1817 Rutger ,Street,· St. Louis, .:r~U.ssouri. was interviewed 
on May _ 12, 1968. . CARPENTER. was born I f at 
Jonesboro, Arkansas o On May 1, 196.7, he was released on 
parole from the MSP» ·Jefferson City 9 Missouri-'.- · 

On June 1; i967, CAJ;lPENTEij-_ was arrest~d in 
St~ Louis, Missouri, on a charge .of armed r·obbery· and · 
although not·convicted on thi,s charge· he remained in the· 
St. Louis City,- Jai 1 for approximat.ely nine ·months pe_fore 
being released.:-at· the time of hi_s tr;ia.L _ · · · ·_ lD1: 

;: r:·;. 

Sho:rtly after his r.elease •from. MSP._: ·cARP;ENTER ""'' 
advised he me'.t eubJect JAMES EARL RAY on· the st.reet· ·ih the 
1800 -block ot·sout'h 11th Street ~nd conversed with· htim'. for· 
a few minutes1

.,'.- According to CARPENTER, this date woil'ld have 
been around May:i 11 ·~.: 1967 p since he recalls he obtaineµ employment 
on that date.i1f St';· Louis. At the time of. t:his· firs.t :cont~ct. 
subject RAY was· wearing a mustache and. mentioned the"·i:f'act that 
he was "hot" ai:iµ ha~ to ·be careful. -He .. was_Jiress.ed in a 
sweater and dkrk tr·ouse.rs and' this visit wit_h·,.subjec( RAY 
was very short. · · ""'"·· , ·-

CARPENTER recalled seeing RAY on anot'ber odc"asi,on 
on the !:itreet· in the 1800. b1Qck of Sou:th 11:th ,Street· thrE?e 
or ·four days later. On this occasion he and subJect RAY 

. had a beer together in a tavern ·be.lieved- to· be loqatE!.d _ on the 
·west. side of ,t·J:ie · street in the 1800 block.· . Subject ·RAt- · _> · 

stated he was::ti.roke·and CARPm.fl'ER.l_oaned him $10. 'RAY':·'.•.., 
also mentioned· 'he needed a vvrod". to get hold .of ·some. money and 
CARPENTER told :,him. he was trfing. to go straight 9 hacf no .. · 
pistol, and _would not try to get ·one. · :r· · •. , 

- . . . . 

CARP-ENTER: mentioned. he saw RAY on one othe.t" occasion 
two or three d•ys later in approximat~ly the-same location~ 
At th_is time iiE1 1 · CARPENTER, .was in an automobile and_ R:AY was 
on the street. _·He was of the_opinion that RAY did not.~ee 
him o:Q this occasion. According to CARPENTER, although h~ ·does 
not recall tile ·exact wor.ds <>.f the conversation he got the· · 
impression from.RAY that he was going to pull a holdup or 
·robbery of some kind. in St. Louis to get some money and then 
·trave·l to the ·east side or somewhere in Illino;i.s where he had 

,l_,:·. 

On __ 5_/_1_2_/_6_8 __ at __ S_t_._L_o_u_i_s_·.;_, _M_i_s_s_o_u ...... r_i __ · iile fl._·· ~t:·, · 44.;.775 

by 

SA CLETIS B. :SIDEWELL 
SA WILLIA~ He WARfIELD CB18:. pdp Date dictated· ____ 5_/_l __ 3_/_G_8 _ ___, 

This·d~cumen·t contains n!"ither recommendations ~or-conclusion•s of the F13I/ It ts··the property ot,the· FBI :and.is 1oa_n,d i'o 
your agency; it and its contents _are not to.,be distribuied outside your agency, · -
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friend·s or relatives. He $ta,ted these individuals were 
not specificatly men~ioned l;>ilt .·he got' :this i_mpres$ion . 
from conversing with subject RAY~: · · · · . · ·. · · . 

CARPENTER.· advised :subject RAY furnished no info~~ation 
concerning .where he .was staying in St. · Louis and -mad,_e no 
mention of associat.es or relatives with whom he might be 
associated or living. CARPENTER stated .he did not observe·. 
RAY' in company:'with•·: any other individual on any of the· 
above-mentioned occasions.· . He 'did state that RAY mentioned 
in the convers~~ii.on·:Jhat he ovwalked .o.11t 9

' of. the MSP 'i,{th .. :"· 
a group of visitors .from the outside .•.. It was CARPENTER' s··,,: 
understanding that· this was in connecti,on with a balf?::gam,e 
that had been p;~~yed ,at the penitentiary and that the. date, a~pro~i, ... 

,J"'fflfft~ly 11'°•-RAY waLk~d away was Apri 1 24, 1967. . CARPENTER···. , 
· was quest.ioned \speci:f;ically concerning any informatid,n.:· · ·· . ·. 

he might have :a.~<to ,'.the ident.ity of any in~ividual assistfµg 
subject RAY in h::ls escape and he stated he ·could furnish ·· ·· 
no. information._\,hat'ever in 'this re~pect. He f~rther .,stated · 

. he has · not seen .:subJ¢c.t RAY ,since· around May 18 9 196;7;; and 
is not.in posses;s,iqn'of any information concerni;ng his 
possi.ble whereabouts since. that- time._· 

CARPENTER·· advised_ he· recalled subje~t Rl\Y very well 
from-his association with him at the MSP. He d?iscril:>ed RAY 
as. a u1onern who participated· in g~mbling in t.he penitentiary. 
He stated 9 however, that RAY spent so much ·of his tilll~ in · 
solitary confinement due to his a·ttempts to escape that he·. 
did not have ~uch opportunity to·patticipate in these.activities.· 
He advised th.at he was as close to RAY as anyone· in the . . 
penitentiary· and recalled.that RAY took narcotics, and often 
came to hiS 9 CARPENTER 9 s, cell to converse and offer:narcotics 
to CARPENTER. _With regard to RAY's.closest ·.associate at 
MSP 9 CARPENTER advised that ·.he was a:s close to RAY a$:.any•-
inmate. He wen:t ·on t;o state that ~ased on this association 
and .,his· genera:i_•.'·kilowledge . of RAY. it · was hard ··for . himc:'.to iinagine 
RAY 'bei~g involved in the .MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying." .. In:. I • 

. . th•is respect. he 'stated he· did not fe~l RAY wouid be mot':fvated .. 
by animosity ·toward·· Dr. KING and.I. was 'noi; the type of· individual 
who_• would .be. trusted by people wanting t.o dispose of KING. . 
He. kl)ew of no connections th.at RAY. had while in' MSP which 
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would afford him access tQ information regarding a planned 
assassination of. Dr. KING. · It is CARPENTER'S opinion· 
that if RAY made such connections he did so while on the 
run subsequent to -h:is escape.· 

CARP~TER ·recalled an inmate at MSP known as 
(first name unk~own) · COOLEY (phol)etic) described as .. 
white malell 45 years ;old at· the present timell 6 9 tali., 
150 pounds 11 sl~n<:ler_build, black hair~ He stated this 
individual walked· with a noticeable limp 11 believed to be· 
in his. right leg·, and that· the right leg was curved out 
noticeably. ·He advised that COOLEY was an inmate at MSP 
on two. separate _occasions. He believe.s that COOLEY was 
last released prior to 1960 when subject RAY entered MSP. 
COOLEY worked in the penitentiary kitchen. · He described 
COOLEY as a 91 fanatic 1

'. CARPENTER could relate no specific 
circumstances ol)·cwhicb he based his opinion that COOLEY . 
was a fanatic, or "'what COOlLEf wias fanatical about. CA-RPEN'.rER 
mer 8 ly Stated t ija t COOLEY had 99Way out 99 ideas ll and . t !;lat hell 
COOLEY, attempted to_ appear as an -intellectual. He r,e:Called 
that COOLEY read··:science and sex books, continually. Inasmuch 
as COOLEY 9 s last.,)release was prior to subject RAY 9 s fncar~ 
ceration at MSP/: CARPENTER does not -believe there was ·;anyY 
association· between subject RAY and this COOLEY. CA~ENTER 
knows of n.o organization known as COOLEY vs organiza t'i'on· orC,i · · 
any group headed by COOLEY. tt,< ' ;,,.., 

During.the interview CARPENTER mentioned an indiv;idual 
known to him as JACi( (last name unknown) who in May of 1967 
was in charge o:f a rooming house at 1805 South 11th Street. 
CARPENTER met this·in'dividua1·while·incarcerated in·st~ Louis 
subsequent to his -·arr·est on June 1 9 1967. It was his recollection 
that JACK (last name unknown) was arrested on June 2 9 '1967 ii 
suspected of burglary of a tavern loc~ted near his residenc~ 
at 1805 South 11th. · · 

l _.,..·!· - .. : , .. 

During ~onversation with JACK (last name unknown), 
who was descr.ibed as a white male 9 age· 70 9 6 9 tall, 200 pounds, 
gray hair 11 subject ·RAY was discussed. Although JACK did not 
specific·a·11y sg;y s0 1 CARPENTER gqt the· impression that RAY . . . \ . . 
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was probably ltving with hin( ?r staying part ... ti~e wi~,h 
him at· 1sos South· 11th. He also recalled JACK menti;g~ing 
subject having· a brother residing so:m.ewhere. in the ge'neral\ 
area. Although CARPENTER could··not ·recall the brother.!.s 
name he thought. 'it' to:: 'be JOHN-~·. JACK. ( last name unknqwri) , · 
advised :;it .was his understandi11g·'tijat subject RAY 9 who was 
well known to him·, was believed to have walked away from 
the penitentiary' following a ·ball ·game. · · · 

. .1 '!,° • • •' <" ,'' I , • 

~t was,CARPENTER 9 S underst~nding that JACK'(i~st 
name unknown) :bad never done·any time in Missouri but had 
spent approximately 29 yearef in penitentiarys in. J;llin9~s 
on charges <>f. safe CI'.'ackingll robb~ryrand so forth •. · ·At-the 
time JACK was arrest·efd in St. ·,Louis·:on June 2, 1967, :.he was 
extremely· worried···because his paro.le: out of Illinois 'did 
not expire for a'·period of two,, or., ,th.ree more weeks o· . t-. : . 

,, ;:- \ ··. . ·;:•; . ' 

CARPENT~R ·stated th~t(durilQg his incarcer~\i'ori ,' 
at MSP he 9'ran the store0 for_ quite a period of _ti1p,e~ ,.,·.He 
is. presently em:pl"oyeci as a cook for JOHNNY CLAY'rO at ''.18th 
and De.lm.ar . Stre'e·ts ·8.nd plans to· exit er the St. Louis' C'ity···, · 
Hospital in the near future.for.an eye.operation to remove 
cataracts. About the time CARPENTER saw subject RAY in 
St. Louis he was employed for a :short period of time as 
a cook in a caf et.eria located in the Mart Building in St. Louis. 

• I ,.. ,.-

.. ·'.,,, 
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1 
Date ___ J_u_n_e_2_4...._·!l _1_9_6_8 __ 

JAMES (JIMMY) E!. CARPENTER was interviewed at the 
Standard Service Station· located on the southeast corner of 
18th and Clark Streets where he spends most of his time. He 
still resides at 1817 Rutger Street, St. Louis. He has.made 
arrangements to entei the St. Louis City Hospital~ located on 
Lafayette Street 9 in the near future to have a~ ,1e,pperation 
for the removal of :cataracts. . ·;:: 

With reference to subjecf JAMES EARL iiAY, "CARPENTER 
reiterated information previously furnished in this matter. 
He stated RAY walked away from the Missouri State Penitentiary 
in the afternoon of' April 23, 1967, and he, CARPENTER, was 
released on May 1, 1967. Approximately two weeks subsequent 
to his release he visited briefly with subject RAY on South 11th 
Street in St, Louis, bn two different occasions_.~. On 1the second 

· occasion he had a drink with RAY in a barp name unrecalledp in 
the 1800 block of South 11th and he loaned RAY $10 since he 
stated he was in need of money. RAY indicated he planned to 
obtain a gun possibly in East St. Louisj Illinois 1 and make a 
nscoren in the near future. · 

CARPENTER in his brief visits with RAY got the impression 
RAY was living with some of hi~ relatives not far from the 1800 
block of South lltlhl 9 although RAY did imot actually make a statement 
to that effect. · 

CARPENTER stated that subject might have been residing 
with JACK GAWRON, who resided in that area 9 but neither RAY 
nor GAWRON ever made-a definite statement indicating·that RAY 
was living wi tlhl GAWR,ON. · , 

CARPK'~TER repeated information previously-furnished 
-that although he coµsiders himself one of subject RAY 9 s closest 
friends in the Missouri state Penitentiary 9 he'.fieve~1heard him 
make any statements either in the penitentiary Or after his 
escape that would link him in any way with the MARTIN LUTHER 
KING slaying. He went on to state. that he felt certain that if 
RAY is involved it is through RAYijs efforts to obtain money and 
not through any idealistic feelings or hate feel'.i'ngs that he 
might harbor. 

CARPENTER exhibited a cooperative attitude and promised 

On6/21/68 at __ S_t_. _Lo_u_i_s_,_M_1._· s_s_o_u_r_i ___ · F- i le # __ S_L_: __ 4_4_-_7_7_5 ____ _ 

SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL 
bySA WILLIAM H. WARFIEL1D CBJB:pdp Date dictated ____ ..,::6_,_/...;;2;;..4;::.:/'-6.;:..8____,....., 

This documen·t contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.· It {s the property of the FBI ;and is loaned to 
your agency; ii and its contents _are not to,.be distributed outside your agency. · 
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to call the St. Louis Federal Bureau of Jrivestigation Office 
immediately in -the event he obtains any information which · 
might be of value in determining how subject RAY might have come 
in possession of money he reportedly spent during the period 
subsequent to his es·cape ·· from the Missouri State Penitentiary 
and prior to his recent apprehension _in London, England. 
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AT ST. LOUIS 8 MISSOURI 

_ The following investigation was conducted on 
May 23, 1968, by SA ALBERT Jo RUSHING: 

Mrs. MARYL. GROSS, Chief Clerk, St. Louis C;i.ty Jail, 
exhibited a jail record reflecting the following informat.ion: 

JAMES Ho CARPENTER, 2312 Park, age··· 56 p a laborer ll 
entered City Jail on June 5, 1967 9 on cJmarges of carrying a 
·concealed weapon and robbery with a dangerous and deadly 
weapon. On September 29, _1967p the charge·of carrying a con­
cealed weapon was removed when.CARPENTER was fou.nd not guilty 
by a jury on that charge. On February 16, 1968 9 he was sen= 
tenced to one- year in the City Jai1 (jail time allowed). He 
was released from· ·city Jai~ by paro·le on March 1, 1968. . 
CARPENTER indicated his nearest relative was his wife LOIS~ 

A-11.rs. tGROOS rai.dvised· that· the· r.e<Cord refe:itred to above 
clearly ref lee ts that CARPEI\i'"TER was col!l!til!Hllously incarcerated 
from June 5 1 1967ll to March 1 1 1968. · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 'DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI. 

On 

1 Date May 22, 1968 

JOSEPH H. MCCORMICK~ 2115a Parkj Apartmeµt #5~ 
was interviewed at his place of employment, Bee Line Truck­
ing Company, 718 South 7th Streetj St. Louis~ Missouri. 
MCCORMICK furnished the follQwing information: . . ' . ~ .. 

- ' 

. He viewed photographs of subject, JAMES EARL RAY, 
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer 
442-A dated April 19, 1968. MCCORMICK advised that he did 
not know this man, and had never. l;!,eard aiq.yone sp13.ak .. ot him.. 

. . . \ :. . . 

' ' 
/ '·,'J 

MCCORMICK at first denied having lived in the 
_1800 block of South 11th Streetj but later in the interview 
did admit that he resided with one JIM RAMSEY at 1805 South 
11th Streetj aoproximately four months ago. He advised 
that he and RAMSEY resided at this address for approximately 
two months. 

He stated that RAMSEY worked in a shiptard in, 
St. Louis in the vicinity of 8300 South Broadway. RAMSEY 
is currently in WaldenQerg 9 Arkans~s 9 where he supposedly 
h~s relatives. MCCORMICK advised that prior to moving to 
the South 11th Street addre~s he resided at 1910 Rutger: 
In Tulay of 1967, :MG COR)iUCK believes t!m:at he lived tB1t 809 
Alleini reai.r. 

'... '",' 
, . MC.: :coRI\l[[CK advised th~:t he :i,s. 2!.Cqu21.inted -with, 

JACK GAWROii ~nd. that he used to ·,wol"k, witih <GAW'RON ou-t o;f 
Manpower, I1.1ieo:n:'poratedy st·; Loulsi 9 . Missm.1Dri. · ]lie ai.dvis_ed 
that he. l~:st .s:aw GAWRON .th~t· :morning ·.on tlme way to .work. He 
explail!led th/a!.t GAWRON. is. -cBl. good friend of his amid. he often 
sees him both in the morning~ prior to going to wo:rc'k, arad 
in the evening after work~ MC CORMXCK first denied ev-er 
having ... heard. G-AWRQN mention tb.e mime of JAMES EARL RAY. Later 
illll the interview' ·Mc CORMICl{ ~dvised that 'he lh\:ad 'heard GAWRON 
mention the.,name of -RAY. GAWRON h:ad ial.rdlvised hiimr. that RAY, was 
his "fo:ster,"soltl1o 1! GAWRON also tohiL him. th.at. J~e, GAWRON l). and. 
RAY h~d "poked upwQ a. couple of places •.. ~AWRON did not men.-
t ion when : or where these holdups occurred~- nor ,d,id l'11e men-
t iori the ._amount obtrai.illlled. , MC CORMICK recall~d .·that ,GAWRON 
adyised. hi.m ,tl;Jta~ he h:ad seen subject, RAY l) approximately six 
weeks ago. MC CORrtHCK ad.vised that he wms unai.w:are of the 
location or circumst~~ces of this meet. 

5/15/68at St. Louis 2 Missouri 

SA F. JfACK WJIJL,JL:i£AlWS 

F-ile # SL 44-775 

by -'----'S"""A:;__W-'-l_(JL,.;._1,_;,:rr=.l=~MI=-_]H[=-"-.___,;_;W"""A=R=JF:...::'Jr=E=· L=D"'-., ---'-'W-'"'lBI=W'-'-/_;l=-1 e:;;..ch=1 __ Date dictated. ----=5=/...;l::..;7:...,/_6 __ 8,;:__-,--_ 

This documen't contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI :and is loaned to 
your agency; ii and its contents are not to.be distributed outside your agency. · 
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With respect to associates of GAWRON 1 MCCORMICK ad­
vised.that GAWRON drinks frequently.at Peanut's Bar, 1601 Park, 
St. Louis, Missouri. GAWRON associat~s with the owner of this 
bar, known only as PEANUTS to MC COB.MICK. GAWRON als·o assoQiate~ 
with one ORVILLE "WHITEY'v KILLION j .who r~sides at 1617a Park. 
KILLION often runs poker games at his residence, and GAWRON 
frequents the poker·games·held there.' According to MCCORMICK, 
KILLION is presently.at Koch Hospital suffering from tuberculosis. 
KILLION reports to the hospital at given intervals for treatment. 

Last Monday, two ex-convicts came to GAWRON's home. 
One of these men ·was a JIMMY (last name unknown) who MC COJ;lMICK 
described as a white male, 65, 5'8", wearing a felt hat. The 
other man, name unknown, MC CORMICK describe,d as a white male, 
40s, 5'7 11

, 160 pounds, short and ihin ~ith black hair. this 
· man is from Louisiana: JIMMY at one time robbed a bar at Grand 

and Chouteau. 
' ·, 

Last night, May 14, 1968, the sa_me two men returned 
to GAWRON's residence. GAWRON gave the man. frpm i,Aouisiana a 
"silver plated!' . 38 caliber,. snubno~e·.·revolver ... The ,man had 
requested tp.is ,revolver from· ·GAWRON on the preceding. Monday . 
nigl').t. Al though GAWRON qid not specifipally, state so·; · · 
MC CORMICK believes ·thi~, g,un was obtained by -GAWRON in Madison, 
Illino.is. GAWRON p,as spoken to. him of cmu:iections that he has 
at a bar in M:adison, Illinois. Something was wrong with.this 
gun bec~use when held up t~e bullet would fall out of it~ 
9'AWRO.N and th~ man from Louisiana taped the bullets in the gun. 
According to MCCORMICK this man wanted the gun to hold up a 
couple of places. 

.-
' The man from Louisiana offered him, MCCORMICK, $250 

to kill a man .. ; The man from Louisiana. did not mention the 
prospective victim's name or why he wanted the man killed. 
IV!C CORMICK advised that he declined this offer and would not 
kill a man for $1,000 much less ~2.50. r· 

Mc,·coRMICk said he i~ convinced that GAWRON saw· sub­
Ject, RAY, in St. ·Louis. He pointed o'ut· that GAWRON has not 
left the·-st. Louis area to his knowledge, and that he visits 

. GAWRON daily ... , 

Approximately one week agoj GAWRON told him that RAY 
is presently in Algiers. MCCORMICK understood him to mean 

w7 
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-A,. •· . . • 

that RAY.was out·'~f the'·c·ontin~ntal. un'it~d Sta:tes; GAWRON .. 
did not say;._· and· MC ·'CORM-~CK ha.$ no ~dea of the source of ' 
this information.. - · ·. · ·:. · · 
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On 

by 

1 . Date ~al[ 22, J ~68 

. JOSEPH .H~ MC ·cORMICK,. 2ll~a Park," Apartment,' #5, 
was re-inte:i;-viewed. at the St: · Lou;i,.s ;Federal Burea·u Qf 
Investigation office- and furnished t):119 following informat:i.on: 

• -,-• I l--' . - - ,. • --

He has. known JACK GAW89N . for· -~ppro~;i.Dlately 15 · .· 
· years. He met JACK GAWRON wnen the two of .. them· were work­
ing· out of Manpower, Incorpo:i;-ated, St·. Loiiis, M:esou:i;-i. 
He has ·associated with JACK since· ··1:J:1.at ti~e, but has been 

. very close to JACK for ·only the pa,~t five years. When he· . 
first met JACK)} JACK was J?es;i.ding in the vicinity of Miss:i.si;..,. 
ippi and Hickory; st.. Louis, Missqur i. JtCK' s home wa~ · 

.. near Homer Townsley's Neighborhood Bar. ij:~ · an~ ·JACK often 

. drank at this bar. MC. CORMICK. pointeq ·oqt 'th~t TQ'ffi'SI.iEY 
is no longer in business and he,is.pre1;:1ently a bonclsman at 
the St. Louis area. 

. . . 
MC CQRMICK ·again v.iewep pbo;tographs .ot-RAYr .. af:!.. de;: 

picted on FedeJ:'.a_l B"ureau of.l In:v:estiga\l,t"ion wanted fly~;r number 
442-A. He advis,ed that .he .·does not 'recall ever,.p.aving -se.en 
this man~ 41 though. he· ·associated w;i, th J~CK- "GA'ffiO~ ;Ln 1958 
and·· 1~59, ·he; does not recall subjectS RAY hav_ i;ng l.ived ~~ 
associated with GAWRON. . ." __ _-_ ... ff , . . .. ,: 1 . ''.·~:·.: · . . . ~•. , ,, 

• ' • •, • . , ~ ' • • f ~ ' ' " •, ' ) ' ', I • - • • -• 

MC" :coRMICK was shown . a · stand up pbqt·ogria,J?h of ~ub~ · 
. ject, RAY., :t;aketi by , the St.· Lol,li~. P,ol:i,Q~. Depart~e1rt, · at the · 
time. of, ~AY.'s arrest in1 :1

1959 ~ MC CORMICl{. a4vised -tllat be . ·- ., 
knoy,s 'th-is man. aiid r~calls. h~ving dr~n.k .w:i.tll, Ji~m- ·at ·t~WNSLEY'EJ 
at. Mississip.pi ~nd, Hickory. . -MC C(?RMICJ wa~ tq.enc_,qu_.i te ·~;ure 
he khew.,;the mail ~µd insi.sted tbat. he. p.~q see;n,/hd,m b~fore, . 

-however·;· he _advii;ed that he h~~ not $~ijri llAY. s;i.tiGe C¼AWRON 
· moved from the vicinity.-,of M:i.ssiE?,~ippi and uickory. 

' . . . . : . ·- - ~ . '• 

' 1 ·_ 1· · 1.,;(• · ' '' · {.' fr··, ,· .. · ~-• · · ~ 1 •· r'· ~ ,·' ~-·. \'i"("\•-'l 

:Mc CORMICK._pointed 'out that he ·v;tsit~ • PAWRON- ~t 
GAWRON's ·residence practically every ev~ning after work. He 
has never s~~n:t.h~.-subj~c::t, -RAY,-,,at·,GAWRON'~ pl~ce.: 

! '·>. , ... ·:,· r ··;-R~~arding a.,conversa,t,ion b~t~ee~ he" ap.cl ·aiwiioN > 

cori9el'.nlng,.,the subject, MC. CORMIC,K a,dv,ise.dr,that @roxima"tely · 
six; .. vie~~s ago.,, f-t,he first pa:r;-t Qf -·April, 1968-,, pAWRON started 
talki~g about( :,RA¥. MC CORMICK. does not ,recall. GAWRON ~e,nr",-;,". 
tioniri.g RAY prior· to this tim.e. MC CORMICK recalls. that ...... . 
this was aJ?proximateJy ·tb~ t:ime tbat f:11·ubjrct, B.AY.'fl,. pbatagr~pb· 

5/15/68at St. Louis, ijiS$0Ul'i · f-ile '# SL. 44,.,.775 · 
: J 

SA GEORGE M. PEET 
SA WIY.LIAM. H, WABFIEJ;n ,WHW/1 eb ., ,. 

1 
Date dictat~d __ ,_5..;,-/_l._.7_/,,....6_8....,..· ....,_...,....., 

This documen·t c.:intaine neither recomD1endat1~ns nor conclusiOJ'\S of the FBJ. · It ts ihe _property of tile F'EH ;and ie loc;rn~d tQ 
your agency; it and its contents are not to __ be distributeq outside ·your c;rg11ncy. · 
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· was published iri 'the· newspaper. · He advi$ed .that just he· arid 
GAWRON were drinking at GAWR_QN'S· ~ouse· when G,AWRON JJ1eµt;ioned 
RAY. 

0-AWRON refers to· subj'ect' RAY; as' JIMMY' -and tolcr 
MC CORMICK that RAY was his- ".fo~ter· son." GAw,RON stated that., 
he -and RAY -"took· a c·ouple _ of j o;i.nts_- .together." MC CO;RMIC~ · 
understood him to. mean ·that they ·had pl;lll.ed. -~rmed rc;,bberies. 
together. GAWRON ·aid'-not · state when and--wµ.ere· theSie·"h~ldup$1 ,_ 

. occurred. · GAWRON also stated that RAY: had escape~ fro~ tbe- · 
penitentiary. · · · 

_;} --·,·' 
' • .~ '". - • I ; • • •• ' • ··' ·, ', I ' • ,. 

MC C~MlCK 'at first -~dv:i.s~d that ,GAWRON stat~d -·~e·' 
· haq seen RAY appro:?!;im.ately-·si:£-,weelq; · ,. __ befo:re ,RAY'1=t ·p:i;c~~r~ 

vi~s publishep. in the paper. .Later- ~n- 1 th,e -interview, :MC CORM;ICK 
aclised GAWRON had stated. he saw RAY six wee·lts ago,. T,Jl:is would -
have beeri a~~oµrid 'the first of'"Apr.1.1,,:.~cQo;t\d~ng to MC,CORMIC~. - , 
T~e discrepanc_y in. tl].e dates, pn wnich GAWRON supposedly: ·saw . 
RAY were brought to MC. ,CORMICK's attention. . lie istat~d. he was 

'conf"lised as,,to exactly. when this meet 'was suppos~d- " t◊ have 
occurred and does 'not ·recall if. ,it was six wee~~ prior. tq . . " ' 
RAY's photograph appearing· :in· the paper, .. OJ;" si,Jllpl,y si~ -WeE;3k$ . 
ago. · He did1 ,state 

1
that the. nµeet supposedly::oecurred'nea;c_. ' .. 

the :intersection,ot:·1sth -and Lafayette,.;St. LoQiSll Missquri.:· 
M«;J -P,ORijICK pointed\out ;that :-there I~ .a d;fug,,,store :and a _couple 
of_ bars at this location, and. assumes -:th.at, the .·Jlleet. too~: . 

· place in, a bar.- A;t_ this point, MC CORMICls:: ~~y;ised: that it . 
was ~t this .-t,ime, that G,Aw;JtON.,?,nc:1 RAY supp6$edly pulled, the 
armed robberies - together: MC CORMICK advised ·th.at,. tni,s. was 
the ~~press ion . that he got·r f;rom JACK-•. ',However ' 'he" adv;;i.sed ' ' ' 
that it was equally possible that JACK-was teferting to · · 
amed robberies pul~ed by mm, GAWRON, and RAY ·in 1959 or e~rlier. 

, • t "', .-, , • ·-. ' • ( , -Y,, ,',\, ' "'i ·. 1·, ' 

: : .. ' ' . ,,GAWRON, has .. :advised him th2:l.t he' GAWRON·; has been 
talking,,to .. the FBJ; about, RAY., GAWRON,",did not state ;,wh(lither . 
or not he was telling the t~iith to the :tar;. GAWRON stated: he · 
w.as scarecl and -that ·he di°d not .. like,, to b!3· bothereq. by the FBI. 

_, : . '. '. . ., . . . -· . . . ' ' . . . . 
' ! •(\;' ' . l "\ . .,._ ;, , , , 1· ,:-r t' ·,,_' l , , • ~ '· • -. ,- . • <, 

_ . . ·JijC _ COB.MICK adv;Lsed. that. he. w~s. a:p:•ested last-(:, 
Se'pteniper~·for-, the theft of a television set~._ l;le ;i,s riow 'on __ 
nine.months_prob,ation for this otf~ns~. He was-in th,~-city 
'jail 1· ·cell ·num,'ber -2~- .with a-.,.-.JU4MY-:.(lai:;;t name uµknown)';. JlMMY 
has witn:Ln:,tQe~.-past. week,. beg·an- tjoming, to GAWE.Oij'.$ ·ho_Jnle,. , At_· 
the time "that he arid-JIMMY were ip Jail; 'GAWRQN-·a:nd· JAMES- .. 
RAMSEY were: also. in' ja_il. MC _QORM.ICK was in jail appro;x:im,ately 

'. . '. 
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two months. GAWRON was released before him, and JIMMY was re­
leased only recently. While in jail, lie overheard Iio conver­
sation between JIMMY ·and GAWRON ·regarding RAY;· He advised 
at that.time GAWRON and RAMSEY were in jail for the burglary 
of Art's Tavern, -Soulard and South 11th Streets. 

He recalls that sometime·ago, the ·exact date un­
known to him, RAMSEY, GAWRON and someone else went to Arkansas 
to rob a variety store. They had previously cased this store. 
MCCORMICK.recalled that they did not rob this· store as they 
had planned for some reason unknown to him. 

R~garding the f'inancial stat'us of.GAWRpN, MCCORMICK 
advised that GAWRON generally has a ·couple of hundred dollars··· 
with him all the time. He stated that GAWRON re.ceive·s a Govern­
ment check and plays cards frequently. He adv;sed that GAWRON 
also has an account at Manuf~cturer vs B:ank on. S,outh Bro.adway . 

. ,. ' . . . . '' 

MC .CORMICK advised that GAWRON has no,.telephone, 
but fr,equently goes out to make· telephone calls at a pay phone 

'located in front of a Catholic church at 12th and Lafayette, 
St . Louis • . .<· L " · --

,· f_, ' t 

It is his opinion that GAWRON 1Woula not tel 1 the -FBI 
where RAY is,, even if .. pe knew .. He. s:tated that, GAWRON--.,is 11

• a 
little. nuts. ei He, .. stated he believes this .because of. the .fact 
that GAWRON .keeps approximately fifteen.cats in-his home,and 
one dog. GAWRON kisses the cats arid refers ·to them as "baby." 
He stated that GAWRON,.,sl~eps with all the cats and, -.his.-.dog. 

, MCCORMICK advised tha;t he-lived next.cloor tp JACK 
at 1805 South 11th Street downstairs ·wfth JIM RAMSEY f.or 
approxima;tely two'·nionths. ~e recalls that _he. lived there at 
the tinie JACK" was arrested in June, 1967. He did not see 
the subject, RAY, in the, vicinity of J~CK'_s home at that time. 

, r 

. MC CORMICK -described RAMSEY. as,.a ''loud mouth, who 
would come iA ·on. anibody. 0 H~ s;tatec( .that ,he is sure that 
RAMSEYvwould -tell the FBJ".'if he. ,had any knowledge of RAY. 
MC COijMICK. pointed .out; ·that he would certainly ,_.tell the FBI 
if .he Kn~w, where RAY was at present. He pointed_ out that he 
will immediately contact the FBI should any information concern­
ing RAY become known to him. 

7/ 
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Regarding any trips.that GAWRON.may have taken re­
cently, MCCORMICK-advised that he knows of no trips with the 
exceptioii 'of the preceding Mo.nday and ·Tuesday nights .·wpen JACK_ 
did not ·come·home until two or three a..m. He knows that· JACK 
came home-' this late, only· 1:;lecause••jACK told him so. He_ aq- · 
vised that this is· not like ·JACK and he assumes·that JACK 
may have gone to Madison, 'Illinois-, on these nights to pick up 
a pistol· for. JIMMY (last name unknown)° and a man from·- Louisi­
ana, who have recently been frequentmg JACK's_residence. 

MC ·coRMICK advised that JACK has never mentioned to 
him. anyone ever having; given_him.,,$250 o~_an~ _b,~~ lo~t. 

MCCORMICK advised that it was not·posiji"Qle iqrRAY 
to have stayed.with JACK.when he, MC--CORMICK, reside4 at 1805 
South 11th ·street •. He pointed out-·that at that time he and 
JACK were so closely-associated that he would have surely seen -
RAY ·had he been in tlble area.· - . 

~•:. I '•• 

The following descri.pt:i,on of MC CO:llMICK was _obtained 
through observation and interview: 

Name,·'.,,,. ,­
Ad<;lress· . .-, . , 
Tei~phQne·' .. ,. 1'._ 

Date .. of Birth 
Plijcei. of Birth 

. ijeight 
Weight 
Hair 
Ey~s 

Employed 

Health 

Characteristics 

JOSEPH M.- MC CORMICK 
2115a-Park, Apartment 5 
Nonec,·. -.~.,.: - ·, . 

Sioux -City, Iowa 
5v9u .. ,, 

,:. ·CY ··:, · • 
170,-pounds .... 
Black~gray . (·. · -~- i . _ _,, ·_:-

. Hazel, ·_wears .. glasses, 
le;ft. eye 1;1oticeably cX'.oSSed 
ae~ Liµe, Truc~:i,ng/ CODlp~ny.'' . 
lzic•orporated, •·'71s· South · 
7th Street, as mechanic's, 
he i per ., . · . · _, " . · . · 
Su:C_fered · nervous breakdown, 

. 1955, :sp~nt , one month in 
M~lco;Lm :siif?S Ho$pi tal, 
St .. , Louis -- - -
Throughout .. t;b,~ . intery;iew. - · 
i:t was noticed that MCCORMICK is .. very'·nervoµ$ ~ easily ·be- · 
~omes confused·, -and· often 
contradicts l;limself. 
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Criminal Record Admits no felonies, 
· .has served time· in· ·work­

h9use, now on .. probation · 
to THOMAS MANGdGNA, St. 
Louis Municipal Courts 
Building. 
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·RE: JOSEPH Jfl(.. MC COJRMICK 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
WILLIAM H. WARFIELDJ on May 16 1 1@68: 

,!}\: 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Miss SHERIDA MC QUEEN, Probation Officer, City of 
St .. Louis, Missouri, advised that THOMAS MANGOGNA is no. 
longer employed as a probation officer. MANGOGNA left approx­
imately one month ago and is· presently employed at Magdella 
House, which is a halfway house for .. girls locat.ed.,n~ar 
Missouri and Whi tm.or~ in St .. Lou:j..s 1 •. Missouri. Miss. MC QUEEN 
advised that JOSEPH H. MCCORMICK is a probationer currently 
assigned to lier.· She pointed out that since she has· had 
MC COB.MICK for only one mo11:th, she.has never spoken with him. 
She made available the probation file of MCCORMICK which 
reflects the following tnforllllation: · 

MC CORMICK was convicted ,October 24 ~ 1967 y. of 
stealing from a dwelling. He w~s.sentenced to nine months 
in the Missouri Medium Security Institution but was granted 
one year probation .•. , 'J;he file indicates that. MC CORMICK- and 
one. JOHN VINCE.-BOROWSKJ ~riter.ed. the home of MARY CHROMOGO, 
1809:a, Alle.n, . St. Louis j -Missouri~ and stole ~-- television 
valued at- $25 on .. August 17, 19(;>7. - MC,-CORMICK' a~Ill.i tted hi~ . 
implicati6n·i~.this theft but siated th~t it w~s actually 
BOROWSKI wfio carried the television from the house and subse-
quently sold it. -

' ' i. 

The file 1 reflects that on October 26, , i967 ,- -.MC 
CORMICK was residtri.g ·at ·1so.5 South 11th Street-;· ·with- one 
JIM RAMSEY. On December 6·; 1967 ~ MC CORMICK was residing 
at 2109a Menard with his mother•,.-.THERESA,MC CORMICK . 

. .. _._ .. -· . ' 

On ~aric,h 15,r 1968~ throl,lgh April 29, '.·1968, ~C--CORMICK's 
address was .a,gai-n li!:j!ted as 1805 South 11th Street. . MC. CORMICK 
has a·grade· schocil edu~ati6n,.··having terminated his scho~ling 
at St. Louis, M-ig;ouri, -'in 1934. MC CORMICK is syphilitic and 
has experienced deterioration of :nis condition in recent years. 
He is•very nervous, drinks~ and has a problem holding jobs. · 
The file notes that MCCORMICK probably will not get iiio any 
more trouble, but that he will not function adequately either. 

. . ' - - ' 

According to MCC~ZNC; he drinks heavily and because 
of this drinking he and his Wife, ROSE T. WALDRON, 2845a 
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Lafayette or 3214a ·south Grand are separated. 

In· 1955 MC CORMICK was admitted to .Ma'.lcolm Bliss· 
Hospital.where he .stayed for one month suffering from a 
. nervous. break.down. A check of the ho~_pi tal records by -the . 
· probation officer indicates that. 1'4C CQRMICK has_-.sfpliil:is · · 
which has affected his brain~ · His ·c'ond:i.tion is chronic 
brain syndrome due to Meningoncephali tic Lues, chronic ·in-· 
flamation of the bra;in and brain membrane due to syphilis.· 

. This condition pro.auces excessive nervousness s.nd motor . 
activity. · 

MCCORMICK has ·an IQ of 72 which is in-the men­
tally defective range. MCCORMICK has three prior misde­
meanorarr_ests, one. in 1941 for vagrancy arid. two in 1962 and 
1963 for·steal~ng over $50. The. file indicates-MC CQRMICK 
hatj a brot_her, VICTOR V ~ MC CORMICK~ who was shot approximately 
three years ago. 'The file indic~.tes· tb.at VICTOR apparently 
associated with an unsavory element. · 
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RE: 
. I l "·: ---,-·- .. . .: .. - .,. ·, -- - '' 

NE IGHOOR11001f'.: ;;;.-. ·w.-1c:t:t-r1TY · 
1800 Soiith llth -Street 
Sto' Lou1s,·Missouri . 

. . . - . 

On May 15, 1968,.a :peig~borhood investigation was 
conducted ;in the vicinity ·of 1807 South 11th Street, by SA 
WILLIAM H. "WARFIELD and SA F. JACK WILLIAMS. The followil;tg 

· persons were contacted ·and i:nte'rviewed anci" vley,ed photographs 
of "JAMES· EARL RAY as depic·ted on ·wanted -flyer 442-A dated 

· April 19, 1968, and their comments are as indicate~: 
. . ~ 

ROSALIE SMITH, 1813a South 11th Street, ·advised 
she has resided i:ri this address since 1962 •. -She has· never 

. · seen subject 1 RAY. She advised. that she is accjlJ.ai,nted _w:!,. tb, 
a JACK (last rianie . unknown)', who· ·resides· 1807 S_out·h 11th 
Street. She stated JACK lives.· at tliis~·address alone most· 
of the time._: She 'has never seen subject, RAY, at JAC~'s 
house. · 

• ,., I 

MARY (last name unknown) who resides at 1805 South 
11th-Street, .rear, (tJ;lii:; is a house separate and apart from· 
the holJ.Se at ·1805-1807 South 11th ~tr,eet),. often s.t?,YS with _ 

.JACK (last n~me unknown).· It w.as nqted that. an .. elderly.male. 
and .female .. were. at that time seated on .. the rear porch a;t. , .. 
180~ South. 11 t~: Street." She. p•ointed: ~t·o, these two,'.indiv_iduals 
as ·the persons known to her- -as JACK and -MARY~ r ~MtTH OQCUpies 
both apartments.up~tairs at 1813 South llth.·:1t should be. 
noted 'that the' two ·a·partments located .downstairs in t~is ·. · 
same bu-iliing, bear <the .. · address 1815, and 181~a- South-. 11 tJ;l. 

. 'J . - • ; - • .·. . 

. . • ~ . \ ~ , • ·, . .···: •. 1 , : r , , 

,. . , Accord:i,ng to LINDA ·sMITH, 1813a ffcHitlf'Iltli-Street, 
daugnter to ROSALIE SMITU, o~e FRED POWERS resides at 1815a · .. , 
South 11th. · .-,.,-. , - , .. 

,)'. 

, ) 1 · ,. r \ ~ ,.. ~ • , , 

FRED --also maintains a Jresidence somew-~ere · in the 
."c<)Untry" and come·s· ·t-o St. Louis only the first part of each. 
.month to pic_k up h~s c~~c~_oJ ') _1 _~_-_. 1~ • ·:r __ -·.·;· ,.~.·-~- ··~• 

f ~ ·• • ' , • • I• , I • ; •. ' I • • I : r • -: • . ' ) ,·', ,-, ~ 

, .... LIND4 &MlTJLadvised that' a MARY. (last name unknown) 
resides at · 1815 South 11th. The mailbox fo:i::- _· this a_ddress 
indicates the: resident is-, :one . MURIEL . JORDAN;, . 

. . '. - . . : . .. .•. . .· ..... ) -· ·.. .- ' .. - ' ... ' ; . '_, 

~. ,_·: 'LI~DA·--:s~rii .,po:irit~d out that: 'th~ ~esidence at 1809 
·so~th, 11th is. presently ;vacant. , She .• aq.vised that this res:j,­
de~c~ Wias- prev:i,ously occupied 1by .. a Mex;i.can · lady , w:t)o -now 
resides. at an-'iinkriown .. address ·with hefr.-son. · LINDA SMITH 
pointed out I '.t'hat a ~econd 'Mexican wom~n. formerly re~ided at . 
1805 _South 11th. This lady died recentl'y. 

71.t . 
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LINDA SMITff-stated· that residents of the neighbor-, 
hood frequent Art's Bar wJ;iich is open orilyon Sund~y•s at 
the corner of 11th and Soulard and Eddie Sang•s· Ba:r ··on ·the 
corrier· ·of· 12th .~na Soulard .. 1.L~N~A,. S~ITli. advisE!d that. she 
will immediately notify the FBr'.should- she"receive any ·in­
formation concerning.RAY. It was noted that tlie apartment 
house at 1809 South.11th and the apartment house at 1809 
rear South 11th were both vacant. 

EDDIE SANG, 1800 Sout_h 12th Street,.· owner -of 
Eddie Sangws Tavern at the same·address advised that· the 
photograph of RAY looks familia:r: an4 he believes he-h.~s seen 
this man bE!fore. SANG. pointed ·out that he first noted the 
familiarity of RAY's face when ·he saw RAY's photograph 
in the newspaper. He stated that. he associated the face 
with a customer at his tavern but cannot.associate the name 
with the face. He advised that several ex-convicts .of the 
neighboring a_rea ·used· to frequent hls tavern. . He rec'a,lied 
one as a JACK ( last name unknow·riJ white, m~le, "45-, believed to 
be, from, Arkansas. He advisec(that this· JACK .was 1 sµspecteq.· of 
a. shoot~ng .. in th~ neighbor•hoo9- approximately six to.•:~ight. 
~n:tt1s ago .and t~8;t he

1 
was. alsq ,-i~volved, in. the ,-burglary·. of 

Art_'s Tav~rn-, 11th arid Spulard·. He barred JACK ·c1ast name 
unknown) from his place of business an~ doesnot know where 
he could be locate<;! at presernt .... • .. ::·~ r . ,·, . , . ,::_·;,· 

' . { ·. 

MILDRED :LAKAS, 111s·soulardj could furnish no 
information regarding the subj,ect .. - .... " ., ,., . . . . ·; ·:·. 

1 ' _, ,. ..:.. • •• - • ' , - ' .,. • • • . 

• .~ -~ • 1 • \ 

. , ALBERT JOBE , 1116 S.ou la;r-d has -resided at··: this , 
~dqress since' Ju~y, 1,967. _, PriQr .. to that -time. he res;ided·-at 

· 182la· South 11th. He does not ·recall ever, having seen the 
subject in the neighborhood and pointed out that he frequently 
visits nearby taverns. · . ,_., · , . c. · 

·furnish 
resided 

( I I • 1 • ,- - ~ ( 

TMr. ancLMrs .. RI~lIARD. GRAYBILL, ·tlP7a _Soulard, could 
no· information conce;rning the·subject. They have 
at this address for app~9ximate_~!: fo.4~_~ye~1::8. .. 

i "• - i_ ( I 1. ,-~ 

. . .· CHJtIS'.fINE ,-GREENWAY; 1107 S01,1lard·, •. has resided at 
this addJ;"ess· approximately two-_years. She could furnish no 
information concerning· the. subj'ect. -~ · , .. - r· 

• ...1 • • ._ •. l ' • • - • .., - •'. 

,' . -, SHIRLRY' HURST·, 1107' Soulard; advised that the. c~nter 
photograph of the subject looks familiar 1 but she cannot ·· . 
associate the face with a name or place. Mr~. HURST pointed 
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out she operateda'grocery at 1110 Soulard for a few months 
during 1965 .. 

Mrs.EDWIN BLASE, l817 South 11th Street, could 
furnish no information co~cerning subject. _ .. 

• J ·• 

Mrs. WILLIAM M. DUDA, 1819 South llth StrE!et, could 
furnish no information concerning the subject but pointed out 
that she j,s new in the neighborhood. · 

... . 

_ IDA BIELLER, _ 1821 South 11th _Street,· = stated tll.at 
she has resided -iri this neighborhood 21 years· bqt could fur-­
nished no information, conce_r_niµ~ __ 1;~8. su!>jec_t. 

- MELZO C_OURTWAY, . 1114 Soulard, could furnisn lio 
information concerning the ~~b~~ct. _ 

' . . 

. DALLAS, .FRILLMAN was 'int"ervieweid at S~ng's Tavern, 
1800 S9uth 12th Sj;,reet, and could.furn·ish no,iriformation 
concerning subject. ,·,,:, -,,·. , · ,., , .. 

u . Ewmttt"' HARRISON·;- 11i2•'s~;lird 'aril'.MAkGARET Y'ZBnocic, 
1114 Soulard could furnish.,,-_:qo_,_ in~or~a~ion -_coµcerninK- subject. 

I . , , ,• • , ' ~ 1 ' J ' ~ ' • ~, 'I • \ • , { "! / ·," ' / ' , ~ '· [ • 

.. - . _ -WI:LLIE,MANNING was "interviewed at V.Po Drug·store 
1731 So.lith. lltli Street. -- He advisied that he has been inter­
viwed_ by agents in the past and knows nothing. 
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The follow;ng investigation·· w~s· c~nducted by SA CLETI_S_ 
a.· BIDEWELL on May 29, 1968: 

., 

ARTHUR FORLOW, -Missouri State Pro_bation and Parole. Qfficer·, · 
1500 South Big Bend, advised that- RUSSELL P.· BRANNEN, FBI 279- 653 6,· 
Missouri State Penitentiary_(MSP)#658l6J, is pres~ntly bn_parole 
under supervision by that office. He advised that on April ,1, 1952, 
BRANNEN.received a 25 year sentence under the Habitual.Criminal Act . 
and that .. his parole sup~rvision is scheduled to term:i.nate on September 
10·, 1968,._.~·-According to FORLOW, BRANNEN presently" resides at 1633 ·· 
Dolman, St~•Louis, and is employed at the Modern Jacket Company. 

7q·. 
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RUSS~LL PERRY BRANNEN was ;inte:r:viawed' at. bis' piac11:f of . 
rasideirnce 1633 Dolman~ He is umploiyed at .the Mod~?'.n Jac;ket Company, 

· 1000 Wa:shingt(Q)n, Avenue. BRANNEN was· released· froim:::thie · Miss·ouri · 
State Penitentiary September 10, 1964~. He .had 'been,:··seimtenced to 
this ins ti tut ion o:ri April l, 1952', from· Betlb.aipl.'y,·,':'Missouri ,·. i.n con""'. , . 
nec.tion witlh! an aut(O) theft at which tirimie he.r~cieive.d,,a,;,.25··year se·ntence .. 
under. the H:abitual Crimimi.al Acto . · · · · ·., · ..... · ... · · ' ,:_· ... _,. ,, ._,·· 

BRANNEN stated during his last ssvertl~ ·y~'.ars·. at: .the Missouri 
State P~nitentiary, he worked under tha immieidi.~te ~sU:ptfrvision o;f . 
Major POIRY (phonetic)., ·Deputy Warden, ~nd w:ai.$:·1.~ charge',of ·~rans:l;ers,· .. 
cell changes·,and cla.ssif:J,cation 'Of prisoners:~:·~·.J>1n,,t,his,• capacity be.:\:·.:•,.-.:: 
felt that ha undoubtedly Callle in COlllltact with ·S\Jlpjeic:~/JA)IES',·EARL, RAY'./ C::, 
but he had llllO specific. rcecollecti,on !O>f S1Ulbjec·t}~f .:¢on.tact:., . A;fte:r.:" '. 'i-' : . 
viewiimg subject's photograph, l'm'8 stated tlhlat ::t.haf ~a:~ie' .loioke·4 .fami.i'ia:r. •. ,.: 
but hie still lb.ad imo specific recollrect.ion. of subJ~ct,-:RAJt'; ·. :He d~:m:i,ed .. ·, • 
having any C!Ol!ltac·t with subject RAY sub~<cf<flJ.U$l!lt': :_-t::arRAr •.~: escape fro11i' · :\ . 
the Mis~ouri S,tate Periitantiary. · He lli1Sll11tioneitf':b.~f·);•'.1ef¢a~ia~ di:sc·u!9s.ing)·•,:\_ 
subject \~AY wi tlll one JOHNNY VELANTI after V;E~.,1,':_:t,ro:u,gh.:t: ·up the.· . : ·.) :/: :':· : 
subject :!ind· asked him if he, BRANNEN, had.' any.'··tec9lle~::t101f>of·:,,.subje~p:';·; .. :­
RAY 'in the\Missou.ri Stat'e Peimitelll\tiary taJ.lll\~:if',,h~:/··~~EN;:recalled:::. ' . 

. aimy c«Mlltact\~tw8elll\ VELANTJI an<dl RAY wlhlile: illll /tfu\<:1~~P~im~~~~~~a.;I;"~~ . · ·;,.- . , . 
\. • < ' ,' < ,,,'•,' .',/ '• :•oi",:;,,, •... , ,, ' . ,', •, '•: ,• •' • , CC •, • '• ', < 

BR/L~\TEN advised whaim quest i(Q)Jmedl coimi.ce~ni~g ;:'~_inie · JXMMY .CAR~EN'f:E;R, 
thmt he kl!1lt/3W. CARPJENTER. and!. ha<dl SS\Sllll .him ((:l);,,,t':laSiQlllla;l,iy': i~ 1;:hce' r~c~J:lt · .·, . .' . ·., 
.past o He did im10t recall having discus:s~d su'bj~ct RAY .en ··any occ\sion :.·. ·. 
with CARPEN'l~R lal].d stated CARPEJN'TER' was eimt®l"ing tlhla' ~t., Louis Ctty 
Hospital ill'll thre l!llear · future for s.in sys iOJperation. · ,:,:Jif was his under­
standiimg tlhlai.t SL:rr;gi,irugt1lmr~lll\ts had! lb®\Ellll\ .m~d!re' fO>lr· 'CARPlNT.iER to enter!' the'> 
hospital by a soutlhlsidj<e Sto L<01u:iLs p<0Jl.itic_i:allll·k.~o~l!ll.,Oin.iy .to hlm as· 
.i~LEISURE 11 (phoi!l\etic). , , . · . · . ',• .. , · 

, I 

· · . .· BRA..1\!NEN a<dlvised thalt lfu~ wa·s. born / - ~ at·.·(Giallatin, 
Missouri, and that he is prcesielnlt]!.y olll\ paripilie f'rom 'tlll~ 1v. issqur1- :31:a 1=e 
Peni tenti:ary al!'lldl tlbl.a t · his parole is up iri Septemb~r of · 1968 a. He . · 
promised! to be alert for all1\yoll'.ll<e with whom he cama·iin:eontact for .. a,ny 
inforn.i~tion: whiclh. might be of v:mlue in tryillllg to ··~scertain the present_ 
wh®re·ab10>uts of subje.ct RAY or la\ll'Ay\ mowl!ll ass<0>ciate:s ' .. of RAY. who migh_t ·: 
be iim ·a positi<Oirl'l to furll1\is:h such iimformat_iOlllo . -

On 5/31/68 

' - ;'. ~ . '·, ·},. ' ' . 

at _S_t_o_· _L_o_u_i_s__.2_M_i_s_·s_iOJ_·u_:r_i ____ fiifffi'_ :_:s~:::··.~~:~775 ·~-. 

) . . . . ' . . . . . . . ·. : . ' -., ~ ~ ~ ·, ;. '' . ~ . . . :· , .... ' . . . . ._'. . . 
This docum,ent contains neither recommendations nor conclu~ions of the· FBI, ·u .ts "the: proper,ty. of. !he :FBI :i;rpd is loaneci' to 
your_agency;•itand.itsconten_!s ... arenotto._bedistrib_utedo.utsideyouragericy,, ,:·.,:,.:·,b.,:.<·,'..,.·\,.'·""'· ·.,.,;· ., .. · · 
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'BRANNEN advised upon questioning.that ·he had not heard 
any discussion coimc;erning the method ofs1U1,bject RAY's escape as 
to whether or not he ·1eft i:n a bread truck 9r walked out of the 
prison with a group of vi:sitorso 

ti 
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NEIGHBORHOOD - MJrSS JCSS JIF'.:P.>! A VEiinDE 

The f9llowing·was iconduieted by SAs_PATRECK Wo BBADLEY·a.nd 
ROBERT A.., HESS' on JuB.1le 3 1 · 19~8~ . - . · .. ,·,.· 

'JOJHN PAUL 'VELANT! . i!!1ld:iL<c:ated a!rll· uin-l!llairii,ed convict atlegedly 
told him. he had observed s'.ubject. iri :t'he 1800 blo~k. of Mississippi 
Avenue, St .. Louis, Missouri,· appir·oximately two weeks following 
subject 0 s escape from the MiSSf..iJJUljfi St~.te .Periit,ent·ia:ry, Apl-:-il 23, 
1967. . 

ObselC'v:si.tiC'illi disiclo:sed .ii:lb.l'~it•re is lrilO HWO. block cof MiL:ssi~sippi 
Avel!llue in St .. Lcuis, Missouud1. ... •4\,t t[iie p,oint wir£.e1·e Mtf1s:J'ussippi is 
intersected by Geyer AveJ..1u.e,. t~e numbe_irs jumrnp from rt.79.. to 1915. 

Photographs of subject were· displayed to the following 
. iirndividuals on Mississip'pi al!lld G,eyer 1.1J.vemJ1es,: with time !"esiult that 
nome of. the)OO. welr°e able to 1cie1cia1.ll. h$~wiirng oib..~<eir-yed al!llyollil<e of su.bject 9 S 
appear~ince in 'the area. 1C)!' ew~r lr.i:lllvi:rng oo,en ·:?wq1J11.:!li.:i'Lnted .- witlht a:niyco:ne · · 
of. subjec·~ vs il:ll~Rtte or ·a]iase:s·;.: ·. · · · 

M!SSJISSIPPI AVENUE (SA BRADLEY) 

l'if2:0 IH!ERM&l\T BlACIDNiL:t. 
1722 JOHN Jo ovBRIEN 
1726 Jl'A·IvIBS h~CE1f 
1730 OtiA B:~NKS 
1779 WIBBS AUJO REPA~R 

(.JTANIES. WIBBS - OWNER) 
Gever Avenue 1Cntersects 

· 191.sa SHERM.-\N TOLLXVER 
Allen Aven~e Int~rsecis 

GEYER A VENlJE (SA JP.DESS) . 

1916 EVERETT BOYER 
1919 HENRY WILURD 

1']21 <CARRXE B~ DEWEY · 
·].725) 1'ILlLIE Be !'UHJ£'0N 
JL'J2\:li BE:trn .. ~Mli PJDERCE 
17/5)2 OPAJL CON:i~OR 
J\.915 B11:-LLS B.4.RBER SHOP -

JOSEPH . BURNS - . Ba!C'iber 
HHS LOIA· M. COFFlV'iAN 

·, 

1918 ANNA NAGY 
1920 G!JY KJrRK 
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1924 MAY's CONFECrIONERY . · 1925 CARROLL X;1 Q BATTEN , 
EVERETT W •. KOLB . 

1926 J' AND S USED FURNITURE 1921 l81.4.ZJU.a FISH 
EDNA DAVIS 

1928 EISELL's BAR -
JOSEPH EIBELL 
(Mississippi Avenue JI;nte!C'sects)' 

20(0 Geyer Food Sh.op -
WILLIAM K:IENER 

2006 MAX AND GENE ~s TAVERN 
MAX LABIAN 

2009 ELIZABE'J,'H ~RSEAL 
2013 VIRGIL SIMMONS 
2015 GRACE PAYNE 
2017 FRANKLIN ANDE:RSON 
2020 ELIA SALEMIEo 

83 

2005 JESSE RHYNE 

2007 ALLAN Do EARL 

2010 MA~Y WILSON 
2014 LUKE FIELDS 
20}16 JOSEPH OPERSCHALL 
2018 WILLIAM Fu POLJ;TTE 
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FD~302 (Rev, 1-25-60) 

On 

1 .Date -~_M_a_y"!--: _____ 2_2..,, _·· .... 1_9_6_8 __ 

OPAL HIGHLY, 1630 ~outh 18th Street, was inter- . 
viewed at her residence· and f~rnish_ed the following informa­
tion:· 

Sh:e formerly was the· operator of Opal's. Bar, 1805 
Lafayette~ She.advised'that she.ran Opal's Bar at this lo­
cation from 1947 ·until 1961. . From September, 1939, until · 
1945 she. operated a bar, also known as Opai '·S Bar; . at· a dif­
ferent' location near 18:th and L8:faye~te, S_t. Louis, Missouri. 

She viewed 'photogfaphs · of subject-, ·JAMES EARL RAY, 
as depict.ed on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer 
number 442.,;.A 'dated April 19, 1968. · She advised that the two 
photographs appear_itig on the left side of the warited· flyer 
appear to be familiar but that· she cannot assoc-iate the face 
with a name or place. She adv.ised that .·sn.e has read accounts 
of th:e MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying in the newspaper and.aq.-

. vised that this picture· ·may appear familiar to her inas-
much as she has. pr~viously ~een it ;in the .newspap~r ,•, , ; ... 

' . - ·, . . ~~ . - . , . . - . ' -- ~. -- . 

HIGHLY pointed out that she does not 
names .of·.patrons frequently visiting her.·bar. 
some "of her patrons by ·'their first names. The 
RAY means nothi11g to. her .. 1 ,,.. , -. ... . ',_-_::~· 

rec~ll the 
She did know 
name JAMES 

' • l ,. • ... • ··, - ', r ., "i/ . • ◄ .i 

She. is acquainted .with a JACK-i( last. name unknown) 
· who limps, .and has beeri in and ·out,.of the penitent·iary_ aJ;l 
of his life. :she advised that JACK (last name unknown).: .. , 
would :µow be approx_imately·. 70, ·years <;>ld. 

1 
.He used .to live_, 

.around Kennett Place, or. another nearby street. She; advised 
t:P.~t.-.she ... d~d .not recall. thj,s .-man ,,mtil ~ecently when the. man ' 
spoke with:·an assp.c:i,.aif;e of _her,:,TED.,RICHARDSON,.who also. 
viqrks :t;,or,· J;l.er.; .-.Tii~s--inai;i advised· that his ·name was JACK and 
told ,RICHARDSON .to, ·ask "HIGHLY if she ,.remembered ,him.' HIGHLY ' 
po:i:nte,d:,out that she ,did not remember. him. at. ~hat time. i '/, 

L~te,r ;·:.;jllCK (last. 11,ame ,unknew)1.) . ag;~iri- ·c.oritact'e,d RICH.IWDSON 
and 'told RIC~ARDSON to,:t~Il HIGHLY ·t~at ,he, was. the man 'who 
used. to come in--her pla;ce with a ,big woman.·and a boy who 
likecLto ~ance·; ), , Upon rece~pt of tbis inft>rm~t ion,· HIGHLY _. .. , 
recalled JACK as. ,a. frequent. patron at,.-Opal !s Bar. He always 
came in with a big ·woman who drank.beer. This was approximatel.y' 
fifteen years ago. The woman who accompanied JACK had a .bqy 

5/15/68 at st·. Louis, Missouri 

SA F. JACK.WILLIAMS 

. ril~ # SL. 44-775 · 

by -~_S_A_W_I_L_L_I_A_M_H_._W_A_R_F_I_E_L_D __ W_HW~/_le_h_. _ Date dictated a....· _-__ 5/ ___ 17--/ ..... 6_8_•._. ·---..--.,....,.,.. 
' ' . ' . . . . . . -

This. document contains .neithei: recommendations nor conclilsio;,.e of the FBI, I.t -I.a th'e property· of the FBi :anc:I is loaned· to 
your agency; it and its contents _are not to .. _be distributed outside your agency, . ... · 
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about fifteen years old;· : The boy liked to darice and often 
danced at the bar •. 

HIGHLY does not believe that ·the dancing boy vias 
subject, JAMES EARL.RAY. She noted that the dancer would. 
only be.about 30 years of age at this time. 

HIGHLY advised that' she· was· always at the bar d_uring 
its hours of operation and was we·1.1.acquainted ·with the cus­
tomers._· ·she advised that a LE.STER ·auIBOR, · t,resent,ly employed 
at National Fixture, 7000 s.o·uth Bro.aqway, usec;l to tend bar 
for .. lier. --she ·advised that .MARIE MC MURTY 1 1634 South 18th 
Street j was employed by her in ·opal's Bar ae;; a wai tres.s ~ 

• - • ~' - ·-~ !. ••• '-· •• 

HIGHLY advised that ·should she galn any· inform1;1tion 
concerning.JAMES EARL RAY, she would immediately contact the 

· FBI~ 
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FD-3,02 (Rev •. 1-25-60), 

On 

1 Date ___ ._M_a...:::y'---2_2---"-, _: 1_9_6_8 __ 

MARIE MC ·.MURTY, 1634 South' 18th Street; St. Louis·, 
Missouri, was·· interviewed a:t her residence and furnished the 
following inf orma~:ion ·: 

.. She was employed as a w~_itress at Op~l 's' Bar,· 
180_5 Lafayette, St., Louis, Miss?uri; in 1958, or 1959 ... · 

She viewed "photograph~ of s~bject' ·JAMES E.ARI..: RAY 
as de_pict.ed cm ·Federal. Bureau :of Investigation wanted_· f~yer 
number 442-A" :dated April_. l~, ·19~3 •. ,_,She adyised that s.he . · 
does ·not recall ever ~aving .seen RAY at Opa1•·s Bar .. and that 

.. the name, JAMES ·'~ARL RAY, had no sig1:fificance to her· prior 
to the recent public'ity concerriing-•him., 

. MC. MURTY advised ·she. would, .. imm~diately advise .·the. 
1!131" should she gain any inforlll:ation concerning. RAY~ · • 

5/15/68at St·. ·Louis~ l\/.tiesouri 

SA F ..,TACK WILLIAMS 

· f- i le # _ _;;S;..=:L=-· ·_4_4_-_7_7_5_· -----' 

by ---~-"'-hc,_,...,;;W;..;:;I=L=•Lc.;:;I=A=.M;;;._;:;;;H;;;,...:.__,;,_W;_;;;AR=· ;.;.;'F_;;;. I'--E=l=JJ'------'W=H=W.;..c./_l_e-'-· h __ Date dictated ___ 5;..;./_1_7;..,;./_6_8_._. __ 

This documen·t ~ontains neither. recommen~ations-nor conclusions.-of. the FBI~· It -is.the··property'of the FBI·. ;and .Is ioaned to, 
your agency; It and Its contents ar_e no_t to._be distributed outside your agency. ·. . • . · :· · .. · · · · 
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The following investigation·was conducted by 
SA GEORGE M ._ PEET •1 . 

on May .15, ~-1968·, RICHARD MISSAVAGE, _·computer Section,. 
St. Louis Police Department, a·dvised · that Field Interrogation 
Reports (FIR 9 s - forms filled out r~garding suspicious ·persons 
stopped and questioned but ·not arrested or booked) had be~n 
searched for a record_ of ·subject; RAY·under.bis·name and known 
aliases with. ·negative results·. These· reports -cover the period_ 
November 9 · 1967, to elate for :the· entii:e -city a~d were all that 
are available, · · ·--- ·· -

j -~ 

_ On May 17, ·19~g; ill ~ri~1fial FIR's.for 1967 9 which 
were available at Third. District, St. Louis Pol.ice Department, 
which' covers· the area where subject R:-.AY is 'known -to have . 
frequented, were also searched .with negative.results. 

. In adtji tion, tbe FIR gs wer~.- ·se·~rched through computer 
for a··re·cord of JAMES LOMA OWENS, FBI number 139 770 7, on 
May 15 9 1968, in an ef;fort to ascertain his whereabouts for 
-interview-. 
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UNl,DENTlJ!IED , J:>:EAi~ 

Sergeant BVFORD ;MC. GAMN, . Fingerprint :Sect:i,.ol1, St• Lo1,1is ~ .'.' · .... ·. 
Missouri,. Police Department, and MRS. :IQ!:LEN TAYLOR, "'City Coronel', · _ · 
st .. Lo:u'.is, Missouri, advisec;l SA JAMES T; ,DEA}lBORN on May .lO·, 1968, -, · 
the Fingerprint Section of the St o -· Louis Police .ijepa:ft.ment checks· a:ll, 

· unidentified cadavers :i.n the City of -St., Louis,· .Missour;L, and· . ·-
obtains _their f in~erprin.ts ;i.:f .the ~ondi tion. of the ·bociy · :w:i.ll allow• 
These· ·prints are then t·ol"Wai'ded to·· t-_he FS~ .· II>ENT.IFlCATION. DIVIS ION. 
No unidentified white. male cactavers have 'peen ,found in the City of. -
St ... Louis 1 Missou:r::i,,. since Apv:i,l 4· .. l968 .. 

Oi;i the sa.m~ cl~te Detective· JOa'.N: ~RR~SON, .· ~t. Lou.is Coun~y, ··. 
Missouri,. Police Department adv:lsed SA DEAR~ORN the sa~e ;p,;ocedure . - . . 
is followed,·by·his I)~pal'~memt i:r:1,St. Louis County, Miss~1,1ri, and·th~t,c,:·_.· 
no \m:\deD.rtified· wh:l.te nial,e cadav~r$ haid been. :found since J\,pr:l.1 ~ ,· · 
19680' . 

.., 1,,. 

Serge~nt PAUL :tiAU.MAijN, Mis~oU:ri State. :High;way Patrol, . ·' · .··· 
Troop C, Kirkwooq., · M~ssouri, ~dv;i.sed ~A DEAJ?.BOR;N,; o~ the same date·,, ·: . 

. th~t t.he Patrol· perform$ a simi"la,r s~rvi,~e :fo:t'. c<>roners · and ·· ·· 
Police ·nepartments in . the i·u,ral a~eas of . Miss~>1.ir:i. ~ 
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·. SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE 
. , . TYPE MIS~ ION• PROJECT . . 

. In vi_ew. of subject's habit of s~ayi,ng in flophouses arid 
lower class .room:lng nouses,· the followi.ng charit~ble type missions we:r~: . 
personally contaGted, · (>n, the ~ates indicated,. and furnishe~ the , 
Identification Order'concer.ning subject.. Subject was unlq1own to pe:rf;;op$ . 
contacted; 11,owever, they indiqated they would tm.mediately contact'tb.is 
office in ·the event_ they o.bserved ·him or rece;i.ved any· infqrma"trion. 
concerning him::-., : : · · 

· _ST o JLOll'JrS, MISSOURI : 

NAME -
SALVATION ARMY 

MEN'S SOCIAL· CENTER,. 39~9 Forest· Park, 
JOHN MC AL~ISTER·- Pex-sonnel Direc;tor 

D.xv:rn 10NAL HEADQUARTE:M, 2s21 c1ark 
~IJLDRED MAY.BERRY - D::i.rector. 

! • 't 

TOWER GROVE CITADEL, 1324 T9we:r Grove 
Captain. E. C. ·aoLI..I;N - Director 

?EMPLE,·· 3110 Iowa 
Captain LEE. SMITll .., Directol;". 

EUCLID AVENUE, 261~. ·North Euclid .. 
FRIEDA HARPER - Sec_J.""E!t~l'Y . 

HARBOR LIGHT, 915 Market · . .... . 
. HAROLD RICHARDS - Pe:fsonnel D;irector 

CORPS AND YOUTH CENTER, 416 .. S. Main 
(St D Charles, Missotir:i,), ·captai~ 
ROBERT .BUTTREY - DireG.to;r . 

. . . 

El\!Il?LOYMENT SERVICE, 915. ·Mat-;ket 
HAROLD RICHARDS - Pe~sonnel Dir.ector .·· 

DATE -
Ii .· 

" " 

,, 
" " 

" 
,, 

• YI : . . II . 

" 

5-27-68 ALAN ~. l\fCELWAXN- -• 

,, 
" 

" . " n 
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NAME .-
LAE:AYETTE PARK, ·. 1710 Carroll 
Capta~n JACK VAUGHN - Director 

7701 Rawnels (Maplewood,· Mis·so'i,:lri) 
Captain.DONA:J.J) LOVEJOY - Director 

NORTHS IDE, 132;3 Sullivan · · 
Captain_ DANIEL U:PTEQROVE ;.. Director· 

SOUTHSIDE, 80.l Allen -
. THOMAS ONKLE - Off ice Emp_l_<:>yee 

. WELLSTON, 6203 Co.te . Brilliante 
Captain· J. ·A.. MILLER 

BEREA MISS ION,' !NC.,,· 3536 . Ru:ssell -
: CHA~lES RU'SSELL - Business Manager 

DATE. · AGENT-
· -
5"!"27-68 A~N E. MCELWAI'.N 

" " 

" " . " 

'. 
:, 5-24-68 JOHN O •. 'J'RETHWAY:. 

. " . " 

" " " 

LU'"t~RAN MISS ION ASSOCIATION, 1323 · Herbe~t _ .· 19 

DOROTHY HARTON - Secretary · , , . , 
, " " 

OPEN DOOR MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP, 404~ Aahland " 
H .. JL PETERS, Secretar.y . . . 

DISMAS HOUSE, 903 _CQle . " .. 
VIRGINXA BJRAPSHAW. - Secretacry 
. . . 
FATHER DEMPSEY ~H.ARI'l'IES i 3427 was4ingt:on 
ELMER WIU..IAM - Manager 

ST,.· LOUIS RESCUJf" MlSS ION, 4023 Olj,ve· . 
. JAMES C.I.\JtTER - Se;1tton: · 

' ' 

SUNSHINE MIS.SION, 614· Franklin . ·" . 
WILLIAM L., BUSCHAltT -. Super;i.nte11dent.: · ... 

SHINING: LIGHT TABERNACLE" . J428 Monroe , 
Reverend JESSE GREEN - Pastor. 

,, 

" 

. " . " 

i, ' " 

" 

" ' " . 

" u 
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HUMAN SERVICE CENTER, 905 North 5th, 
Poplar Bluff , Missouri · 
WILLIAM BRIGDEN - :Manager 

• 

DATE AGENT 

5-28-68 WILLI.A~! .R.,BURTON:. 

No other charitable typE;? m:i.ssions-wliich fu;rnish lodging 
to indigents were found within the territory covered by the 
Sto Louis Divisiona 
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FD-302 (R~v, 1-25,60) 

. l Date _...,..,...6_-_12_..,._6.,...8_....,.....,.....,-__ 

DONALD- GARFIELD COX, .. residing a;t the nor_theast <;:orner 
of Case· arid Thelma,· Berkeley; ~issouri., -was -interviewed at · 
his ... place of employment, Derbjt Servfce ·s.tation, 8970 Natural 
Bridge, Berkeley, Missouri,· and f.urnished the following in-
formation: · ,·, 

l,• ,,,,. '.) • \ 

He was confined to the Missouri State Peni:t:!3µt:i.a:ry· 
from September, i960, to September, 1963~ after•hi~- convic­
tion for armed robbe~y in ~be citj 6f St. Louis, Missoµri. 

. - .. , . ' '· . , . . : . . .. ~·· ' .. ~ 

J • • • - •; ',., r71 ·· ' 

He viewed a photograph of JAMES' EARL RAY- as_···dep'icted 
ori FBI Wanted Flyer #442-A dated April J,.9, · 1968:._ He. advis~d. · 
that ·he recognized. the center· photograpJ;l ·'on this 'wanted 'flyer-·· 
as a JAMES RAY with whom he was·· acquainted·· ip, -the~.petiitenti·ary. - ,-
He advised that he knew. RAYi only slightly :q.nd: describ~d,-,RAY ' 
as a loner who seldom' ·assocf.afed with., the o-ther,- inmates·.---;' ' 
He stated that RAY wa~ rt<>t--:welL, 1i}.{ed :in tbe-, peni tentia~y, -
.and that he came to the. peni tent:i.ary with,. thf3~-attt-tude tµat, . 1,, 

he was• a "big shot" and was going to run things. He adv;i.sed 
that RAY was not a gambler to his knowledge nor did RAY collect 
gambling debts for anyone_else. · · ·, --,~,.: . ,,, 1l 

, . . . 

-While in the penitentiary he\ ·cox, associ~ted w;i. th 
BOB" BURNS, BOB DOUGLAS·; CLYDE CASEY, .-and GLEN; CHERNICK •.. 'He 
advised that he is acquainted with a JAMES- BROWN. fr<;>m the:· . , 

_ · city of St. Louis. He advised· ·he: i~ ·unaware· of~~BROWN.ts. pre;.;_ 
.. sent residence but that BRQWN .would be~- approxini~t~iy;::33. yeja.rS . 

of age. at- the .present. He· is_ un~ware ·o;f. whether or, nqt:1 BROWN 
was close to JAMES -.RAY. · 11e adyised tb;a:t. BROWN, had, -"sp -inany 
stories" that he_ tried to··sta:f' ~way ·from~BROWN~ ··He advised 
that BROWN was a. ",liar" and alw~ys had some stor;ie~,.;to.,-tell. 

- I' - - • • •. • l -...,·· ' . , - ' 

• , . . '\ '\: . '', l .:···:)·'t."·· 

He i~ not acquai_nted with a- (f:j_"rst )ianie unknowpj 
ALLEN who was an inmate Jlt the Missiotir~ Sta~e Pen~t~nt3:atY:. 
He advised that he may recognize a· photograph of ALLEN but 
that he knew many of the inmates only.by the~r faces rather 
than their names. · ; ,_ , -

~. I ' '\ - ' \ ; ) ~,., • ) (' 

He advised that he . is ·acquainted,,.'Wi th:~ "SLIGK.'' 
STEDHAM doing life· at" the Missouri State Penl tentiary from 
Kansas City. -COX also· described ST~DaAM as a liar. 

On · 6-5.-68 · Berkeley, Misso\)ri · · F-·ile -'II- ·_._SL 44-775 · 
at .--------------,--

s·A WILLIAM H. WARFIELD 
SA MiRVIN R: DORAN W~: amb . . ·6-7--.6$. 

by -------------''------,,---..---,------,-,--Date_ di ct~ted __ _,..,.,...,._..,.,......,._ __ _ 

. This d·ocument <;on ta ins neither re<;ommendalion11 nor c::onclusions of th!3 -FBI,·. 'it ts- the property ,,-f the FBI :~ni:i is loaned io 
your agency; it and· its contents _are not'to._be distributed outside your·agency, , - .. . 
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He was aware of no··qrgani2:~tiori ;at ·the' M.;i.ssouri . 
State.Penitentiary that acted.·as enforcers'or who in anyway 
"ran" the pen;i.tentiary.,·. He a,dvised .•th3i,t if.,th4;3re:,was .. any 
single organization ·ot'mip,who.~un~.t~~LMis,o~ii: Stite Pini­
tentiary that ·man· woulcf· be· BOB BURNS whom ,he ·.~es¢ril;>ed1 ~s"' r 

a small man presently doing.75·y~ars from St .. Louis"for·a~med 
robbery. BURNS 9 brother is supposedly a detective lieutenant 

_in the St. Louis Police Department. 

. With respect to known gamblers .. at tne'Missouri ~ta:t;e 
Pe11i tentiary he advised that· JOHNNIE .. JOHNSON from Kansas· City 
and JACK KALENKA (phonetic) ·also from Kansas -:C_~ t)'.' were known 
gamblers who ·have .. now both. bee·n r;eleasf3·cl .. frpm~.'.the ,pep.i.t~ntiary, 
He ·advised that CLYDE CASEY~-- GLEN ·cH'.E:RNl'.CK,. arid'."SLICK'' S'J:'EDHAM 
wer.e also gamblers. He advised he is unacquainted· with a 
JOHNNIE VELANTI o ·.·• ., • ... ,. • 7, 'T. 

J - • ' ••• , - • • : • ~ \ 

He advised that.JAMES EARL RAY-resided.' in B Hall 
when he was residing in C Hall at the penitentiary. 

COX pointed ·out that he could furnish'no 'informa-
tion concerning RAY. or· the associates. of RAY, however, he .. . 
advi~ed that should any informatiop.· concel,"n~ng. 1 ijAY, b~yom~:· · .... :,,. 
known to him he will imm~diately cot;itact 'th~ ;FBI·, .1-.COX pqinted 
out that he has "gon~ straight'i ·since leaving the penitentiary, 
has a good job, ~nd wants to st~y on. the rigµt side of the 
law. 
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RE: PRISON. ASSOCIATE 
CARL BENTON DRAKE . · 

On June 5, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE was re-interviewed. 
by SA WALTER C. J0HNS0N··•and said' he liad .,heard--nothing regard­
ing JAMES EARL RAY. He a:gain ;exp~esi~ed, a. W?,-.llirigpe~~! .to' co­
operate ii"Cthe. event he lear~eic,i ,,a~y~Ji:t.~if~of ·v;alµe: .. 

1

):):{t.AP 
·said he had been extremely busy 'cioirig tu,ckpointing WQrk this 
spring and did not come in contact with any of biis former 
pris_on associates. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' 1 
SL: 44 ... 775 
WRB:mjb 

RE : _ JAMES COOPER GREiN, . JR.· 

- FELLOW-PRISONERS 
. . 

On May· 16 1 1968, JAMES COOPER GREEN P J'R o, 942 GJ;"and, .. 
Caruthersville 1 Missourig was cony'acted at the Town and Country 
Supply Company g Highway 84 west, -'by SA WILLIAM Ro BURTON., 

GREEN.advised.that lbl.e/was seimtenced to.the Missouri 
State Penitentiary·at Jeffersollll./City, ~U.:ssouri, and:arrived there 
on N<J!vember 29, 1965. · He stay~d approx.imately . fo:u,r- weeks a!Dl.d was 
traimsf\5rred to Algoa ul!'lltil May 3; 1966, at wllliclhl tim.e he welI!lt back 
to Jeffersol!'il City·for a period of two weeks. He was then tralI!lsferred 
to the Moberly, Missouri, Farm.o· DurilDlg his stay at Moberly .he went 
bac1:t to Jefferson _City to the hospital twi¢,?:in,J;).nce tor a one ~onth 
per1od ilI!l Auguel: of 1966 a!Dl.d then ·for a week in Juiy of 19670 He was· 
released from.·Molberly ollll·Au.gust 29, 19161,_alI!ld J;>et1llir191ed to Carutlhi.ersville. 
As lh!.e recalled tb.ere were two il!lldivid~~l~ llllammed RAY at Moberly at 
the time he was tb.ere, · O>lll\e wlbl.o was tall al.mid thin wb.o escaped but · " 
was recapt1U1recdl . tb.e same lilliglmt, tlme Olthe;r b.e lbl.teard b.2ad! e~_~ap(El)d. and 
had not been recaptured.- He did not klillow eit~e~ of these RAYS on 
a personal basis and is not positive that either of them is identical 
with the !delllltificaticOllll Order' ~lmotograpi!nl of .JAMES EARL RAY~i\ He . 
furtlher·advisied that somet:imme :n.mt 1966 wb.ile lbl~.was at MoToer• :he 
and several otlbler_ P:lr',iSOlllll9X'S were C:B!.IJ.llglbl.t,· gamlblillllg~ alilld as a· r'es1U1l t 
of this he attempted· to make a deal wi tlbl pirisollll authorities that· · 
he would turn over to them a shipment of amphetamine powder that 
was supposed to be comil!llg il!llto tlble prisoners. Instead of giving 
them tlhle real ·amphetamine powder, lbl.e ·gave tlh.em a greenish colored. 
food seasoimillll.g o · Tlhley d~scovered · tlh!.~ s_wi tclbi. and as a result Qe 
was taken into prison court 1 give~ ten days in the hole and a 
20 days loss of mneri t time. ·To the best-· 0>f lllis recollection and 
knowledge, h~ never came illlltO COlilltact with JAM~S EARL RAl in ~ega~d. 
to this amphetamineo 

q_.7 
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FELLOW PRISONER: -· DAVJ!:D DON MC FARLIN 

Mrs. JUDITH-MC FARLIN ·of: St. Louis indicated· that 
DAVID DON MC FARLIN was laeit ·known to ·be _'_residing with his 
mother, Mrs. o/ L. DAYIS, General _Delivery.1 Advance,. Missouri. 

On May 23, 1968, Mrs. Oo L. DAVIS, Advance, advised 
that her son, DAVID DON MC FARLIN, .had recently moved to ·Malden, 
Missouri 1 and was going to school at the Office ·of ·Economic ··.i 

Opportunity, Manpower, Development Training. ·school at Sikeston; 
Missouri · · · · · ;; ·· ·.- r. · · 

. . . . ... . 
•.· J.,:. 1~ 

Efforts on·that same date-to cdnt~ct MC FARLIN at 
Malden, Missouri.1 were negative, ·and hejvas thereafter interviewed 
at Sikes ton, Missotj;r i. . 

MC FARLIN·,' ._who gave his ·'residence address as· 703 Seti.th 
);leckwith 1 Malden.1 ·agvised that he was sentenced to the Missouri 
State.Penitentiary in May 1 1966, spent three weeks in Jefferson 
City, and_ was then sent to the Number Two Farm for approximately 
seven months.1 at which time. he was transferred to the Church 
Farm and was subsequently paroled in April,· 1$67 ~ · · He viewed 

.. a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 9 stated the photograph _did not 
look familiar to him 9 cannot recall ever having met the individual 
while he was in the penitentiaryj and could furnish no other 
information' of ccV-alue.o,· ... 
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RAY - FELLOW.INfi/lATES 

. Mrs o ·HAZEL MENARD, 2636 St. 'VinceJID.t ~ was colllltacted at · 
her residence. After Special Agents ROBERT A. HESS and PATRICK W. 
BRADLEY identified themselves, she stated 91What do you want now? _ 
I'm in ·a hurry because I'm preparilll\g to go to worko vv Xt was pointed 
out to Mrs. MENARD ·that we -d·esired to get in contact with two 
sora who were former inmat·es at Missouri State Penitentiary o . She 
stated that she has thr.ee ~O>lll!:si a!Il\d one ~f ·them is currently in the 
Federal penitelll\tiaryo She poiJID.ted out that the other two sorns 
reside somewhere iKll° ·St. Louis, exact wlhereabouts unknown al!ll.d 
e1nployment unknowrn, but she is of the. opinion that she will see· 
these sons on Saturday, May 18, 19680 · She was furnished the names 
of the contacting agernts and the telepho~e riumber of the.Federal 
Bureau of !~vestigatio~ Office iltll·St. L~uis with t~e request that. 
she have her sorns coll'iltact these age~ts •. She he~itmtingly agreed 
to do thiso . 

The foregoing co!tlitact was ~die on May 16 p ,1968. 
' .. 

A .cl'm<eck of time s·t., · Lomis - St., L«JA\ll:ji.s· Courmty Di:re_ctolfies, 
te lepho!llle lblo,ok 9 altllcil f ile:s of .. the St., LCOJ1lltis Policce Department, (O)Jnl , the 
s13J.me da-te failed to d:li.:sclose (Gurrelnlt Jl.~(esi<dhe1mt fil1ddresses f·or LOUIS GENE 
MENARD, FBE '# 511 988\ A; -or R...4-Y:MOND \OWEN JMIB:NARD 9 FBI # 471 822 7. 
Police Depax-b,ment re«:foirds ill'ildic&ted· RJ!:Clfl'i.AJRD LAWRENCE :MENARD, FBI 
# 4 496 848, is currently ~t .Leavenwort!bi J".tellllitent iary. 

·MRS., MENAJRD advised N'J!Sl,y 2li_. 1968; ~he had advised 
R~ .. YM«:llND airnd -LOUIS ]f,JEN"ARD ·of the FBI interest·~ •but. l!l\eii their lbllol.d . 
ind"icated. a1my intention ot· coimt:actilrllg thds off ice. - S.lh!e coinltiimll.edl 
to pro,fess iglDlolC"armce as to their pl~ces of :ir'esidel!l<ee and employmelD.lt, 
and clai1med :ii.na!.lb>ility to contact tlhtem. 
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RE: NATHAN· J •. MURPHY - FORMER INMATE 

The following investigation ~as conducted by SA 
CHARLES S •. DUKE at St •. Louis, Missouri: . 

· · Teletype from Kan.sas ·city to· the ·a~reau, · May 22, 
1968, -indicated that fqrmer.irimate.was·.paroled.-July 28," l.964, 
from tije Missouri State Prison"and. was discharged from parole 
on January 4,· 1967, and could be reached through JOHN A. 

:zITZENZANICH at 31,.77a Oregon Street-, ·st. Louis .. 

On May 24, 1968, JO:aN A. ·z1TZ, 3177a Oregon Street, 
St. Louis, Missouri, wa~ .contacted at his residence whereupon 
he advised that his name was ZITZ .. and not ZI·TZENZANICH and 
that. he did not· know.a man by the name of NATHAN J. MURPHY. 
He said that he had a couple c:f former. prisoners staying at 
his place for a short period .of time somewhere around three 
to four years ago but he could not remember their names. 
He advised that since his wife left him ·and ran. off with an 
ex-convict he wanted to·forget the past.· ZITZ could offer 
no ad~itional inform•tion. · 
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