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' -- -- --------

--- SILENCERS 

1:3.\.CKGROUND IN FOTil\'L\.TION: Vari::,us typ0s ~f sil.::ricing dcvicas h::i.ve: long been used 
,d:!1 varyi11i; deg-recs .:,f success :m nearly nll · types of small nrms. · The Maxim pawnt 
;.i}.:)r.c~r (illustrritcd bcbw) was widely used before silencers wen~ dccb.red illegal in th~ 
~J. S. under the NatLmal and Fedcrnl Firearms .,'lets. It wn.s supp)sccl in princip2..l ',.) im­
l':'. "c't a spin t.) the exiting muzzle g:u;, thus preventing the muzzle blast n.nd resultant noise. 
Other C;:)mmon types :-.ttempted to bleed off the gas after it was captured in chambers ,at tl:c 
;1~11.;L!c, uRually with_ complicated arrangements .)f flutter valves or other devices. P.:ir­
!ia:J:..; .~h~ most c .:>mm0n and indeed the most efficient design is patternecl after the aut.):r.DbiL~ 
muffler, in which the .gas is captured in a chamber at th.::- muzzle, n.nd .escapes sbwly from 
th\J chambor through tho same h:)lcs it entered, or thr,mgh exit holes pos'itioncd at )pp.:>sitc 
sides. · · 

LEG,\L NOTE: Due t:) the effective use :)f silenced firearms by p:)achcrs and assassins; 
n•o.ny c.Juntrics h:ive stringent legal c Jntr.Jl of any type :)f firearm silencing <levies). Ind.::ccl; 
in the United StatJs they fall under the purvi_2w of Titk 22, Foreign ifob.tions, Chiptcr :;_, 
Dcp~rtmcnt of State· Rcgubtion 108. '128-iicviscd Sub-chapter M, Seption 121. 01, Category 1, 
Pc.r2.graph (c) in that they arc listed as an implement of w:ir requiring a LJp.::cial license :01: 

irnp:)rbtbn. They also come under t)1e purview .Jf Part 178 of Title 2G, Coc1e of Feder~.~ 
Rogulatbns (Natbn..1.l Firearms Act) in that they arc d0fincd as ~ firc;:.rm rcquirin!; a 
spccbl $200 tax stamp plus federal registration uµ:m manufacture :)r change .)f ownership. 
i~pplicatiori for the bx st:imps and rcgistrati·Jn is abtaincd fr.:>m the Alcohol and Tobacc:) 
Tax Unit, Internal Revenue Service, U.S. Treasury Department. Should cmc make such:;. 
.:;ikn,;ing device witl10ut pr::ipcr exemption (available t:) Police and other authorized ager.cies) 
he is lbblc to the bx, plus the interest and pen::tltics thcrc::m, .in additi0n to possible 
criminn.1' liability for penalties under Section 5861, I. R. C. · 

J\1ECHi~NICAL THEORY: · The noise on cartridges which travel slower than sound com8s 
fr;.:im t!1c bbst of hot cxpnnding gas bursting from the muzzle, or around the breech i,. '.'. 
revolver. A device which effectively captm;es this blast of gas and releases it slowly c~~OUGh 
will therefore silence the firearm, at least in theory. · There arc exceptions ·to this, }10wcver, 
which must be noted. The more obvious arc opcn-bl·eeehed weapons such as a revolver :)r · 
revolving rifle; which allow a blast to escape around the cylinder. Indeed, even u~:locked 
breech weapons such as sub-mach.ing guns allow a flash to escape from the ejectior,, port.· 
The British Sten and the American M-3 were bothfitted with rudimentary silencers which. 
proved effective for special missions i11 spite of this minor defect, however. 

The second notable exception becomes -apparent when one considers that not all 
cartridges c;in be silenced, as pr::ijectiles which leave the muzzle faster than the speed :)f 
r,~·:ncl (:\bout 1110 f. p. s.) create a n':Jtw of thelr own as they travel through the ufr, ~nd the 
partial vacuum they leave bchincl creates nois0 when the air rushes back in. Therefore, we 
will hcrc.:1ftcr consider only those c'.lrtridges ,'1hich can be obtained factory loaded to vclo-. 
cities below the spcccl of s:mnd (many other c:-irtridges m:iy also be hand-loaded to suitable 
velocities,- but since the possibilities arc inn un1erablc they will not be dealt with nere). Th= 
most common curtriJgcs in the silcnceablc category arc: . 22 _CB Cap, • 22 Short, . 2S &. .32 
,\uto, . 32 S & W, . 32 S & W Long, • 32 Sh.:wt Colt, . 32 Long Colt, . 32-20 Winchcstc:.:, 
• 38 S &W, . 38 S & W Spcci:.11, . 38 Sh::>rt C::>lt, . 33 V:mr; Colt, . 38 ACP, . 380 .:~ut.), 9}.1:.\1 
Luger (P:nabcllum), • 38-40 Winchester, . 41 Short, . ,a Long Colt, . ,1,~ Special & Russiaµ, 
• •~•1-,:0 Winchester, . ~5 ACP, . •~5 L0ni Colt, • 'l55 Webley (Eley) Revolver, . ,;55 Wcbl.:::y 
(Eley) /'.utomatic; plus a wide selection of shotgun c:.i.rtriclgcs loadcc1 with solic! balls. 

_ ,\lth~urrh the abovc-mentbnccl M2:xim silencers nttcmptccl to stop the nois.::: 0:y not_. 
;,,nly ca'.)turing but :-i.lso breaking up and giving spin to them, the ffi:)St cffoctivc silcncc~s 
have been,the captive type, whether :)f the complicatoJ "blcec~-cff" valvc-rele:1sc c,~· ~~.c 
simple "aut:)lnobile muffler" type. The m.Jst effective cartridge selccti:m is obvi.::it:.sly one 
with th<:> .:rouviest p::>ssihle projectile travcli:1g at the bwcr velocity, such as the .. :5 ACP. 

---~-----------------------

\. . . -. ..,..._ -·-·---------?·•--,r---_.......- ,.. .... , ---~--- - --~---- . '. 
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or ;•15 Long Colt .. The favorites of professional poachers are single-shot rifles firing • 43 
or . 45 rifle cartndge.s loaded to low velocities. The rifle has the additional advantage that 
i~s long-c1· barrel tends to minimize tbc muzzle blast, as rr.iost of the powder is completely 
L•'. rned before it reaches the muzzle. 

It 1s also obvi9us that since the purpose of the silencer is to capture the gas at.ct 
r,~Jcasc it slowly, the smaller caliber arms will need only a smaller chamber i:1 which to 
c,J:,t:iin this captured gas than does a larger cartrid~e with its resultant larger. volume o: •· 
n,c .. _)in:~ gas. The. 22 "scratch" pistols used a silencer which was approximately one iach 
t:: ,1;:imcter and eight inches long-. The British Sten was fitted with a silencer whi0.h 0n~frr-lr•rl 
t!i,' barrel and w:.s about 2 1/2" to 3" in diameter. A • 45 "ACP weapon should have a chamber 
::11,iut 3" in di:l.mctcr and at least 4". long in order to be effective and safe. It must be re-
.inc mbercd th::i.t these csc:1j)ing gases arc under strong pressure, and the silencer must b~ 
\','!')' sturdily d;.'signcc-l and constructed in order to withstand the working pressures ir,volv-.:d. 
L"~·rL1ln nvxicrn'·dcsigns h~1ve incorporaL6d an ou-tq'ch.:1.mbcr which is constructed of hc.-1.vy 
n:bLc1·, which expcrnds to contain the volume of g:1s at the instant of firing, but which is 
co;npact and not liable to bu1·st and throw dangerous shrapnel. An old trick of country c rn,v 
hunt..'rs is to put a baby-bottle nipple on the end of his . 22, which is good for several _rounds 
bdorc it becomes too ragged to be effective. 

/ls the length of the barrel is important due to the fac•t that a longer barrel allows the 
powder to be completely burned before the blast reaches the muzzle, it is readily seen that 
the foster-burning pistol powders (such as Hercules_ Bullseye) arc more practical, since 
li,cy accomplish tho same thing in a shorter, more _como:ict barrel. · 

"BLEED-OFF" DESIGNS: The "bleed-off" systems will be mentioned only in passing," Q.S 

Lh(.'y arc less practical, less safe and much more complicated in dcsi{Pl than the moro po;mla;­
".'\~1tomobile muffler" types. These must by their nature be built to much closer tolcr:rnccs 
:.:n<l constructed to withsta11d greater pressures than other types. This is ln.rgely duo to t::..: 
bet that they divert thc g::i.s pressure first to the pressure chamber through -srnall ch2c'.~ 
\':1}\'es, then from the ch:-i.mber through other small valves into the atmosphere, or in sornc 
dcr.i~;ns merely through small exit ports. In these designs, the chamber is usualJy not 
iillcd with any type of acoustic~! p::i.cking. As those arc more complicated to design and 
build, they arc favored by neither designers nor gunsmiths. A Rch0.m:1tic ding1·:.11n i8 ~hmvn 

_ l>d ow t:> illustrate the princip::tl of operation -- it is not intcncfod ::ts a blueprint for j:ick­
knif c Gl}nsmiths who would break the law and jco1Jardizc•lheir s:ucty with a soldered booby­
l r:1p. 

·- - - -- ·--.. --~..-...----:- --~-. . ' 
Al'TO'.\lOr,11.E l\IUFFLER" DESIGNS: The effectiveness of this design depends on n. rrcs.surn 
eh.:11nhcr of sufficient size and strength to capture ~he exp:rnding gaRcs from tht: Lurning gun­
jUwtL'r ::tnd :i.llow a drop in pressure before the pr0jcclilc leaves the muzzle of the gun 
'l'il,-rd ,J1"0, these :-i.rc usu:1 lly fitted to the mnzzlc, although in the cnse of cert:1in designs 
:h,:y telescope .the h:1.i-rcl :-encl the 1£:1s P.nt.ry poi·ts ::tre just forward of the chnmbcr (as ir ... some 
u'-'si:~s built for tho Sten and US i',l-3; the design for the Sten even ~llowcd the pressure to 
lir;,p t•> ~ poinl where tho pr:.:.>jectilc left the muzzle at ·less th:rn the sr('C-<1 of sound). The 
~)::rt -,f the b:-i.rrcl which is c:Jvered by the pre~s1n·c r.h:im_lwr is slotted or purf,,1:atP-rl to 
· ,\,,._.the ~:"'i:;0.s t•• <'nl<·i: ft·<•0ly. This ch:,mher is u::m:1Hy p:-irkc>d with some type uf c1cn11stic:1l 
r\,•;1rl<•nin1~ m:1tl•1·i:1l (such :'..S <'<>:1rt.:v ul'11n p;l'.'RR,' stN~l wool, bron7.0 w::ml, etc.). This ae:..iP:n • 
.-~J;ii,u,;h wTy simple, serves :1 two-fold puqi0sc in that the gnses arc b:1ffk•cl :1.s they ,rnt0r 
;ind exit tht' chamber, ::rnd thC' hirrh pL·essurc which c:111s0s the objectinn:ihle 111117.7.1° hbst 
lir--hJwc·1·cd hef::>rc tlw prvjvctile -leaves the barrel. For lh<>R<' ~ncl other rc:1.s:->ns, this 
t!,•,-.i;.:-11 h;is proved to he the mnRt 1•1;i<•fi,·:t1 "",1 r::,li,-;f:,l'tory in use. It is well to note ;'1cre 
lh.,t :,111,.,,.::h th,,s,. r:ilr-nr-int; tk:vir-0~ .Rf-'cm very simple in design, they must be built to 
\\ irh- 1:111,l ln.•p1<>11d, 111.s p1·,•,-s1n·cs in use, nnd their conAln1r.tion should not be undertaken by 
..... lfll•jll'llifi,vl 111· 1111r.ldllt>d J'l'l"H•>ll.-. m.:n;cly bcc:111::::c they havu ll<'~PR~ t.n th~ Jl{>('r>:,;i::nry ton]s 
.,,,., ,,,-,..i1in,•e.v ~nd a low n:gnrd for th,, hwR inv,,lvccl. 

. i 
~~ ......... ~~---"- .. -.·- . .._, . ...,.,, .. ··•-~~,,,-~- ,---

... 
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F•.>r tl1c s;ike of simplicity the below representative plan is· of a silencer attached to a • -bAC., 
('.,lib..:r l\I-:3 ''Greasegun" sub-nwchincgun. This weapon is ideal in that it has a handily pro-· 
t ·11ding band, solid construction and a good cartridge. To be truly effective, the pressvrc 
c!l:1 i:1ber mu.st have a volume in excess of 25 cubic inches (th() smalkr it is, thr; mor~ sturd­
ily ii mu.st be constructed, as the pressure will be greater). This is a.ccomplishcd in a 
~:1:-imbcr 3" in diameter and a.bout 4'' long, but these proportions· mnybe altered to confo::-m 
to the particular weapon, as long as the volume remains the same or brger. For the sa:,c 
,,f safety, a silencer of the captive type should be wrapped with heavy c::rnvas or gl::ls.s cloth 
':: C::l[~C 0f a rupture, and for insulation, as nearly all silencing devices grow quite hot unC:cr 
sustained fire. Also, great care must be taken that the inside of the silencers ali~n pcri'ccDy 
\\'ith the bore before :i round is ever fired, and for this reason it is wise to h2.ve this inner 
wall l:ugcr than the bore and projectile size. 

As it is usu~llly impractical within the limits of existing regulations for the individu:1] to 
construct silencing attachments, n very practical and inexpensive device may be constnictcd 
from a small cr::itc about two icet square, from ·wl•,ich is· suspended cloth strips ·held wii.r, 
chici,,'.n wire on the inside in a circular lining \vhich acts as an acoustical deadening dcvic-2 
b,1t docs not actually attach to the weapon; this being very practical for indoor ran;;cs when 
placed around the inuzzle of the arm, or suspended from the ceiling for pistol shooting. As 
this sort of arrangement is more of a muzzle-blast muffler and is ·away from the muzzle by 
a foot or so on au sides, it has the advantage of not interfering with and sights. 

Additional inform..'l.tion on silencers ma.y be obtainod from: ''Pistols, Rifles and Machine 
Guns", Maj. W. G. B. Allen, English Universities Press; "T.he World's Submachine Guns", 
Thomas Nelson, International Small Arms Publichers, Cologne; and the 1 'Gun Digest'.' 1964 
18th Edition~• 

1/2" to 3" bell . 
reducer ' --. 

3" nipple, 4" or 5" long 

Iklrrcl 

I. 

I' 

•j ----,,.--. ··-··-------- ·, 
'light mctd tube-schmc,tic only, not to sen.le 

... -
.. 

'I-
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rn:.sUi\1E: Thus far we have learned that the silenced firearm is p1·eferably of large bore 
;rncl low velocity, closed-breech design (such as an automatic pistol or rifle); it has the 
lon~cst possible barrel; the cartridge is best if as heavy as possible, and loaded to velo­
cities less than 1140. f. p. s. ; a fast-burning powder is preferable in order to lessen th~ 
length of barrel. necessary for complete burning. The following schematic diagrams. illus­
trate the principles involved in the various silencers, and show how effective silencers are 
built by authorized, competent gunsmiths: 

-

"BLEED-OFF." SI:1-,ENCER, SCHE1V1A TIC 

Check valves 

.. 

• 
Pressure chamb~r 

Exit ports 

---------- ------ - ----

,---. ., 
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' .. ,, ✓.. ·;;'.').··/" /'~. {~- ¥<t:L· .- y -~/ jr._ ,- . Tolsonc=: 

~~~~~0/ 
J 27 1968 

Casper __ _ 
une ' Mr. Callahan __ 

.•· _ __/4~ Conrad 

MR. TOLSON: ;··.· .. ·tv.r: -~ ~ M~r.. Felt~ 

/~z-o~~: ~:~:✓~ 
RE: MURKIN ·~ .~ Mr. Sullivan ___ l -. 

Mr. Tave 1 ~ 
At Ray's hearing in Mr. Trott✓~ 

London today, case remanded until Tele. Room-f&.-­
July 2, at which time it is , Miss Holmes __ 
believed hearing will be complete<Wss Gandy __ 

George Bonebrake 
testified as fingerprint expert. No cross 
examination. Was questioned in detail as 
private ,American citizen. Individual under 
these circumstances must testify and answer 
questions or be held in contempt. Bonebrake 
questioned in detail relative to general 
knowledge of King's activities with Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and his 
activities on behalf of negroes back as:ftl.r 
as 1961. Detailed memo being submitted. 

Assistant Attorney General Vinson 
called Department and stated Bonebrake made 
excellent witness on behalf of u. S. Govern­
ment. 

Ray took stand and in response to 
question of counsel denied killing King. 

C. D. DeLoach 

JRM:hmm 
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0 IT O 5 111 SAM JL 

DEFERRED 7-3-68 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

VIA TELETYPE 
JUL 31968 

ENCIPHE .... ...._____. 

FROM LEGAT, OTTAWA (44•4) 1P 

REBUTEL JULY TWO LAST• 

Mr. Tolson __ 
Mr. DeLoach ....... . 
Mr. Mohr. ..... -•­
Mr. Bishop .. ·-···-· 
Mr. Casper .... - .. 
Mr. Callahan ....... . 
Mr. Conrad ....... . 
Mr. Felt. __ 
Mr. Gale ............... . 
Mr. Rosen ............ . 
Mr. Sullivan ....... . 
Mr. TaveL ....... _._ 
Mr. Trotter. ........ . 
Tele. Room ... --
Miss Holmes .. _ .... 
Miss Gandy .... _. __ 

UACB, FIGURES COMPILED OTTAWA WILL INCLUDE ONLY THOSE OF 

BUREAU PERSONNEL AND NOT, REPEAT NOT, RCMP • 

END• 

HWL 

FBI WASH DC 

t/-
. 

Q n:_ .. : -- I . h!ti: ~-J~. ~Bl 

J/L:1--
'°""""= ~ ~ 
NO! ·RECORGED 

ft t JUL 9 1968 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

• 

JUi. 
ll2i. AH 'GB 

'i 
,) 

•'t,'« 

lli,f }~~/"•,·ti 
,;,. ·;;,,,, ., . "'' 

c,._ 
c:: 
r-

C: 
:::z: 
-I 

rn 
0 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r 

11\.'l>Nl' O,, ~ 

~ v.., 
t:J ~ 
~ * 
d -< 
'1, /j Department of : ·ate JELEGR ·· 

4'.l'ES 0~ 

L..IMITED OFF!ICL~L USE 395 

PAGE 01 LONDON T0573 032047Z 

81 
ACTION L 03 

INFO PPT 02µEUR 15,SCA 

NSC 10,JUS 02.sso 

P 0320154 JUL 68 
FM AMEMaASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASH6C PRIORITY 4623 

LIMITED OF~ItIAL USE LONDON 10573 

SUBJ: EXTRADITION jAMES EARL. 'fii.1 
REF• WATSON~FISHER TELCONS JU~~ 3 

07,CIAE 00,NSAE 00,ss 

lo ARTHUR ~o HAN~S TELEPHONEfi EMB~SSY JU~Y 3 FROM ~IRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA ST AT I NG HE WAS ATTORNE¥ FOR JAMES EARLi RAY AND HAD BEEN 
OE~IED PER~i~sioij fo SEE R~i_I~ PRiSQNi o0Ri~~ E00R~~~y VJ~.IT TQ 
LONDON L.A ST MON TH, HANES STA TED I-IE, WAS' PR~PARED TO COME: TO L,ONDON 
AGA 1 N TQ TRY AN.D. S~E RAY. 1 N PR[I SON, Al".IO: REQ0;:eTEOi, E~s~ssy to 
ASCERTAl~ WHETHER PERMISSION FOR1 SUCH A VlSIT WOULD BE GRANTED BV 
HOME OFFICEa 

2, HOME OFF I CE; UNDERSE:C IN CHARGE OF PR'l SON DEPT i NFPRMED 
EMBASSY PERt1iss10N FOR HANES ro· se:e: RAY AS oRo:iN~RIY 
VI$ I TOR 1-lAD §E~ N. GRANT;D L~ST ljONTH f 9LL.QW t NG R~QU~§!T B~ RA y ~ 
BUT WHEN DECISION WAS TAKEN HANES COULD NOT BE, LOCATED (HE HAD 
APPARENTLY RETURNED To U~So) ~ UNOERSEC:, AFTER, SPE~K!lNGi WITH 
HOME SEtREiA~Y; STiTED PERMJSSiON FOR VI~li WAS sTiL~ 1 VALio 
a_ur s_.PEtiF~Eo_~~- THAT v1siT __ wouLQ_._aE UNPE. R· NO ... ··_ ~ r_~· · . .5+'._ ~· -:: . ./. 
ORD! NARY VIS I TORS I NAMEL. YA GU AR Di WOULD ._ ~ --
H~~R ING ~ND GL~S~ PANE~ BETWEEN Hj~E~ K 5 -i~J 1 C u~6 
NOT T AKg: PLA~E UN DEF< §PEc 1 AL'.. co ND iri □Ns _ AL.LOWED LEGAl..t.ift~~ 
SINCE HANES !S NOT RAY 0 S LEGAl..i ADVISOR: HEREo ,;,· JUL 

5 · .. ~• 1968 
'.?" HANr::s WAS !.t-JFORMED BY CQL.LE¢T CAL.k EVENING o~~ 3 
THAT VISIT WOULD 1 BE PERMITTED BUT ONLY' UNDER' CONDI TIO~ .. _.__ 
DESCRlBEci ABOVE~_HE ST~T~D_HE ~PFR~CiATE5 ~~BASSivj_ EF~bRTS 
AND THAT HE HAD BEEN Pl.ANNING T0 1 FLY TO LONDON! MORNING OF 

'"IDLY 4 BUT WOULD NOW GIVE THE MATTER FURTHER THOUGHT. BRUCE 
5 ~, JU l 1 61968 t.. I M;i TEDt OFF:I c,i AL usE ~~td+:~} ' 

5' If~:-- -
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FBI 

Date: 7/3/68 

I 
I 
I 
I I !Ir. "f'ohniiu , 
I~ Jfr. Dielowt, 
I :Nfir-.X61tt __ _ 
I Mr.B~--
1 :Mr. Casper __ 
I Hr. C:alia.ban_. 
I ~r- C,mrad._ 
I Mr. Felt. __ ~ 

Transmit the following in ----------:-=-----:------------------ill : }Ir. Gale ____ , 
(Type in plaintext or code) Mr. Rosen ___ ' 

I Mr. Sullivan __ _ 
Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ ---------------------------ll Mr. TaveL ____ _ 

(Priority) I Mr. Trotter _________ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ L Tele. RoOJn .... ~-- · 

Miss71>.11ini£S .. ~-·=: 
Ga-ndy__ _ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

, EGAT 1 LONDON 

(44-38861) (PERSONAL ATTENTION: A ------ --.__, 

(88-72) (P) 
DIRECTOR RO--slmllliiillilliii~~-ii'ii;=J·-•, 

Re my cables June 29 and July 1, 1968, pertaining to 
bank robbery at Fulham on 6/4/68. Also referring to two other 
possible situations in which JAMES EARL RAY is a suspect. 

Enclosed herein are two copies of a Metropolitan Police 
Report dated 6/29/68. This is a preliminary report and the 
contents pertain to the Fulham bank robbery. Also enclosed are 
two copies each of pages from the "Police Gazette", one dated 
7/3/67 which pertains to attempted robbery of the National Pro­
vincial Bank and the other dated 7/6/68 pertaining to a robbery 
of a bank in Devon and Cornwall, Plymouth. These are the other 
two situations in which RAY is considered to be a suspect. 

I hope to obtain photographic copies of the note used 
in the Fulham bank robbery on or about 7/5/68 and I will forward 
them. 

Per ______ _ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/16/68 

Transmit the following in --------------------....Q..1,.-4-M 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_EL ___ _ 
(Priority) I I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -· 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: ~•- DALLAS (44-2649) (P) 

SUBJEG"f{~KI!f.···· 
'-- . ---

00 - MEMPHIS 

Re Jackson teletype dated 4/24/68, St. Louis airtel 
dated 4/30/68 and Oklahoma City airtel dated 5/8/68. 

Encbsed for Memphis are 15 copies of investigative 
insert reflecting investigation conducted at Fort Wolth, Texas. 

RE: SUSPECT - ROBERT G. BOSHERS 
./i 

The files of the Federal Recol'tla Center, Fort Wortl;r", /, 
Texas, were reviewed regarding ROBDT G. BOSHERS, Imna te / /;" 
File #Y-26381-SW, Fedeaal Reformatory, Bl Reno, Oklahoma. tThf#. 
file shows BOSHERS was sentenced on 1/2/59 in the Eastern // 
District of Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri, to serve an in- / 
determinate period under the Youth Corrections Act following 
conviction for mail theft, forging and uttering a U. s. Check. 
Probation was revoked and he was committed to the Federal 
Reformatory, El Reno, Oklahoma, on 7/13/59; parol:d 4/1/61; 
parole violator's warrant executed 10/5/63, and subsequently 
returned to Federal Reformatory, El Reno, on 10/24/63, and re­
leased 12/12/63 at the expiration of his sentence. 

BOSHERS' file fails to reflect any information of 
any sentence in the State of Michigan nor does.:i't show any 
record of him ever being wanted in that state. • 

t9- Bureau 
2 - Memphis (Enc. · 15) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775)(Info) 
2 - Dallas 

'rJ$\\'° ,IV . /-
. > ~<c.,\J > =-" -- :__ 

~5 MAY 18 1968 · 

Sent ______ M 

l 
•._.·\ 

r 
I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



( 8) 6/,'¾\;f:J 
i \1.H-l\ a~ J 
s - nsr pn~ 

~-... 
\' -. t, ! i; J 

J - 2 f • f'OfJ:f8 (ii-,\~ Q}: ,~IAIO ).? ~ _ .. 
;:~ - WGIDbµ:re (EUC • J2)' /.::j_ I [r '-· 1:, 

. J·' - BfILGSn 
~~~-;t;j:,7,~. 

-~ 
LGGOI.q 01, JJ:rllJ_GL\6L pG:rD~ lfltHJ.p,q :fD flJfJf Bff.J+G• O ~~ 
~:m1 8GJJ-f.6UGG :pJ fjJ(, r; p:q::0 O:{; i'ffCJJ:f asu JJOL qoea-' :fJ;i BJJO.W )H11 

BO::?HElrn, t:fJG tUTJ?. -fO LG:[JGG-f- 3'!JA :ro:i;o~s+:rolf'.Ot 
.... ,.c"''aa-~= --

JGSeGq JS\JS\e3 U+ +JJG Gxb:rLS-f:f011 O:{. µ:re esD,t:GUC~ '-' 1 
LGffILlJGq +0 1,sqGJ.SJ J:f6l,OLllJS.f.OLA > EI !{ODO> OD JO\S'f\e~l l tJJJq LG­

bSLOJG L\:rOJS+OL '2 JMILUUJf- GXGCIJ+GQ JO\~\e3 l suq anpeGdflGUf-J.A 

HGto1.111s.f.oL1• ET Hsuo· 0J!rspo111ul ou 1\r:1\Qa! btn.oJJ:J 1\r\eri 
"_i:)I.OJ,)S .r:rou .tMre LGL\OJ{Gq f1DQ JJG 11,ga GOJJJJlJ:f + fGq .fO .fJJG l!.,6QGLS J 
GODL\JC-fJOD tOL WSJJ fPGtf-' tOL~JU~ uuq 0-ff-GLJD~ s n· 2· CJJGCJ" 
qGfGI.WfDS-f-6 bGL:fOQ flUQGL J'fJO J...OflffJ CoLLGGf:fOD8 VG-f- tOJJOM:fU~ 

:o:re-fL:fC-f. O:{ i'l:r280f1LJ 1 2+ • 110rr:ra l w::reaonL:r' -f-0 2GLA6 SD :ru-
:t:f TG apOl,\8 B02HEB8 b\98 28D-fGIJCGq OD J\S\28 :ro .f!JG }!88.f.GLIJ 
I<,TJG ~:·.x-se:rnr-?.N/ I!,Gqsr.sr HGtoLu1sfoL1.l EJ IfGJJO' OJ<Jsµoun,· J.fJo 
J,GXSa' MGLG LGATGMGq LGttSLqfIJt HOBEBJ, c• B02HEB2' JUW8fG 

JJJS tfJ68 01 +PG AeqeL&J JJ&COLq■ CGU+GL' ~OL+ MOLfJJ' 

HF.: 8Il2bEC,L - BOBEHJ, c • B02HEH2 

:f 1J8Gl,.f. LG:{;J0(~.(: TD~ f 1JL\G2+:fg_9' +TOD couqnc.req S -f- J,JOL.f. }AOlfP' .I,6XS'a • 
EDGpeGq l.Ol. wembµre SLG J2 cobJGe O :t T DJ\68.fTllS +:r L\G 

gs.reg 'f\30\e8 soq QJ{JfJJJOWS c:r+A StL-f:GJ QfJfGq 2\8\eg• 
1$8 1SC¥20ll +GJG+AbG qu.i:eq i\Si\e8' 2+· r10nre S:fL+GJ 

00 - vfEffilHI2 

2DB'lEC,L: WfllJKU1 
> . ~VC 1 DVrrV2 (ii-Seia)(b) 

' 

J.,O: 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NiR. MOSS LEE INNES, 
c/o UNITED STATES EMBASSY, 
100 Wc.LLINGTON STREET, 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO. 

FOR.TRANSMITTAL TO: DIRECTOR, F.'.,13.1 

YOUR Fi LE 

RCMP FILE 

FL-3G 
REV. 1-5-68 

BU FILE JI.I!' .,·, 

o/"" ✓ / ::? cl/ r://./ a v -,/)1/c 
STATUS 

~-·•ij;;;.,<:,. 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH 
R.C.M. POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
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ROYAL CANADII MOtJNTED POLICE - GENDARr'~RIE ROYALE DU CANADA 
t • G!K 6880 

OTHER FILE REFERENCES; DIVISION 
'DATE 

.,. 
RCMP FilE REFERENCES:· 

C 237 
REV 1 ,i 66 

t 
I 
[ 

l , 
t 
l 
' I 
f 

) 

REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS: 
II (;It 17 Jun 6b 

REF. DOSSIERS GRC: 

68 HQ '791-60 
SUB-DIVISION-SOUS-DIVl510N 68-0-790-20~ 

i .... on'.~ c)rl 68 ... 790-41+ LJ 
DETACHMENT-DETACHEMENT 68-790-11 

\Jindsor 
Rf: 
OllJET: 

1'Itutin Luther 't:r.m 
Murder of: - Ass't. to 1'.B.I. 

11 June 6B 

1. vvtth ref0rence to re,·~)rts submitted in tnis J'Pgr:~rc< from 
V:in·!.c~,:-,r DPtr1dment clPaling ·with 1Ir. & Hrs. T:;. ,J IJrA-;:_,, pll"~ase be advised 
t.hr-t ;,+- r1nr1ro:ximF1tely 9:.~0 P.V. this clr-1te Nr. 1,:T:I!•JTA-;"J cc;ntacterl th:lf; 
offi~0 Advising thRt he had been contacted, by t~lenhone, by a re~orter 
from the '.1''o.ronto Deily Star. He had not talked to tt-1is renorter but 
-wisberl to see a mflmbP.r of this office- regard j_ng this the next day. 

,-, 't · + 1· l(' 1,., 1-_:, ·· 1 ''r 'rr·r,-,.-- 11 ~ +- -1 • ' , • JL nnnroXlmR_,€ y ,; ) . '•HS.· l/_h Aii C8. ... E'C Sc[h,lng SCle 
1\i1r1 rpceiv ec'l a th.rPa tpning CFJ 11 f .rom 1Jetroi t. At the same time G st. H. 

~ 
~::~1~1~8 h}, '1' :l~Dh~)~~e-i_ ,;:1~?:.:.\~:}Y 7 r/ece~ v~d a _/al 1, fr?~1 a, ~erson 

1

wh0 i~ Pntitied 
1,1.-1. .. el.., a'"' 1.ge,L J_;,A1)>J.:,,L \ h0n.1 F .L• •. t.' Washi1gt.)n and V•1cc0 erniuirecl 
:u· Ar:e-nt. H_.:\'.:f~T; (Ph-Jn.) was ;,t our ,,ffice. Cst. 'T'unnah Advised thin 
c,.,11.Pr there ',-if;S no Agent jlAMT~H r:+ thA office nor had not br=-en all 
Pventng. .,hen Cst.. Tu.nna.h requested this caller t0 further identify 
l,i,ngpl.f hP hung u·n. 

') ' Cst. ~1. ::irlden 0'1'1 nyself visited tb.0 ,Xfili-n'ALS at a·mro:xJ.-
"1r,+pi, Jl: P • .IL, c1t which tj_;.,e ~tr. c~t!Trtl1A?J advised they had received 
+hr-er (?.) t:ele'"'hOnf: cal 1.s, duri :1p; tl:E: cours•' nf the eve11in, , in relatton 
t'.1 +r, 0 1'.brt:in TJ. KT:G assassin<'ltt.--m. m11f' f:Lrc::+ from e np.rson who / \ 
jrl !'°' •t1~ j :f'i ea l·dnself a .s a .renc1rt PY', no name, from e T o.ronto a a iJ.y naner 
1,,1h:lch ··Fl11'hT, b0lieved WAS ➔:be Dn.ily .Star. 'l'ht.s Derson cinly reque.';teo 
v1lH,-1-, · ·1rJ rm:\:, knew ab()1Jt (.l-.\I.."' and 'Jl!hen ',JCDrJ'A7J stcitPd he did not warit 
1 o tr ·1 k :3_t,out :i.t th0 ca 7 ler hunc,: un. 

I 
''1,ci .'10xt cell wns -f rnm a n0 1 S'Y'.'l who tdentifj ed hir:1::;0l_f as 

' 

, r~r,-,n-'· ( nhon.) ')f th0 l'. '··. T. rind ,,1h'> want en -1-0 k_now what XLf!'J,~·, 
1,,1(')\t, ),' T/11

• ';ulntt=1l ,r,rlvi~ +kis e8l1Pr thp,t- hA dtd not went t-.0 
-'~111, r•1d. "1S for his te1.EDlv, LP T'nhr:-r so +:rat r·•rc could ~ell ;1i·1: back. 
,p h ,: C' 1.1(, 'c> (TfJV p + he foll 01,d.nv :,,:ir:1 ~ C' y ·; ~y ~ -710(\. l),Lrinv +- n ·1 ·"' C Cl~! f' I' sat i <)n 

r r, (' ' ' 1(1 r~ n '~ ' an r, ;c, r (' n t l :·· "£l ;-; 1 j ,-:, Y.t "' r J. '.': 7 "n ' it) h O s O 11 'l ' Pd l. i k 0 f, ' ; e g r Cl ' (3 1'10 
,,>,.·, i,:n;·i_J: ]er-1 rd•qself f1E F f:H::t-:-, 1• ,, •7''1.) cut in{'. 3PP1flilded ;·hrcit 

I T,i'"}','", viv0 t:1~n: thf• j_nforr1r,tlin 1 fcf'/ \·J[intr:r'l. ''!'•::if~ !,PC<J11.(1 Tflfl!l c'li::-,mn11aea 
I 11v:! rhc . i'T ~:,s 'v~ve 1J[: i-:hc ,,)'f"'li"inn 'JV(')" '··!.w :·,hone 8S \•!() c;:,n't 

ft •· 0 ')VP~· ,·.h0rr• ➔ :,1 f'()·l· :it'. n,1,t · T. A: t,·, i.1Pl.ieVf" ti,Ls cell. cmne 
li fr'J,11 nc,t-r,nj_t·. Af+·er r-,d_r cal.1. 1 Ir-!,., cr-i 1 1r•'~ +-hr, 1".1 ,1. 5n :>etroit r:irr3 

,.,-13 ::1·i,,7 spr'l +l·1.2t :1,·: f"'.1.P: frc;') >-'.,p-i· r,f· iCP haci col led hir(!. ,e vJ[-,_;3 told 
, '

1 ri· th0 ,l.1ff'.:ber- rtvrn to hi.rn w~,~- +· 11e F.L.I. number :i.rl \Nashjnrt- n. 

:::LD.rt wl l_P l.nt,;;_r 1ir: r0<~elvec'l arvltbr-,r c8n from th0 ntr~·: 1 

'·] ]') '1, 0 rl 0:rr':.i.f'r ir'lp 1i .. -ifj_0d ](1 ·:·,-:- 7.f /:1S 1 .. gent lLrivifT' • --~uintal lnL'lf: u~ C'•l 
: trn "L th'· s call. -- - -

,' "'Ii/ 

!; 
,..,. •. ' ( ? l J U L 1 8 1968 - ---- -. 
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'R.(MP - GRC 6881 CONTINUATION· SUITE DE C237 
REV, 1-4-66 

'· RE, 
OBJ ET • 

PAGE 

2 

(>int. f .rom Page l. 

c. A1~'!'. :111:,j 1 11,n~nv cii,b .w T)I};1;;cT '1'FT,EA'P l·-ADJ:~ 1,.u1·r: tAT'. , , J,ms. 
1 T •rr,A•·, 1,rrp u.nset CJVPr thr,~;p tPJ_p·,hone ca 1 ls. 1'hey ·were ac'lvj_Sf'f1 

e-1· +,i,j_~, i·.imP thpt sl1CJul11 thesr calls cont~nuP thry coi__1ld hr-ivP tbeir 
tr,lpn;',rin0 r:iisconnPcted. I snc·r:est-pd to t'n0m th:-t '\•JP er.rani:e with the 
'5ff'lscr City Prilicr• t0 f"i\' 0 tlipm criverage by 3rlded !)Bt.rols j_n the 
vicinJt:" of thei.r hr)rne howPver .r. 'Jl'°T"'fl'AjJ dPc1ined. 

7. I cuntactec1 "'homps 1JXr1iJY, Actint" Ap:Pnt L1 ChcJrgP, l'.J .I.~ 
,..)ptro:it ·1d wa~ ;:dvtsed they heVP no Agents by thc-· rwr10s given by 
tl:P ',,7:,1rri1-t~,s O.t' t,hr· person W'l0 teli:;;--ihonen thi.s office. He co,1firme•'l 
th,t +;hr• number r:tven t0 thP :,;1a fi'1F,S was thr1t uf their vfasbJ.nr,ton 
r)fficr LoweVf'.;I' thi 0 ; i.s nublic 1mu.:Jleclp:e. 

H.fent.;.; ;nill.1.rir11 l,2rt ann Dc-1ve 7.,t:i++,in, t·.L.I. Detr,Jit, 
,,rj.c:;ih-.-·· ~-h:i.s o:ffic0 '.)U thP 1_l+ O:,une (id at wb:Lcf1 tiicte they 1vere given 
-n1e nm11c·s as not0d a;,ove 2,rnl the circurnstancPs under which they were 
nbta·iner1. They were• unable to sugges~ who rnirht hnvr been res:,onsible 
1·or tl1ese ca1J.s. 

'T'h0 t E: lenh0n° ca 11s rec, t ve11 by r-h0 ,.;L I.,Y"Ai11S were either 
-i. oc·~,1._ cr1lls or ,74-rAct dia]_ cells arid. tt1erP:fore cannot l1P trc::cE-x--1. 

'
1 't1P above is betn;· renorted in the event it should relate to any 
tnrormatj_on c,n hau0. 

(.[(~ ll -" 
,fl, .C. i:S{'t. 

::' CJ r lC () J / C • A (F., • 
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TO 

FROM : 

OPTIONAL ~OIIM MO. l 0 
MAY lf6l IE0ITIOM 
GSA GIH. ING. MO. l7 

UNITED ST AT~ G{)VERNMENT 

Memor1111cJa.m 
Mr. DeLoach 

A. Rosen t,/ 
,,ilt'f t ~~ad / 

DATE: June 27, 1968 ✓~1 1 (~!~~~an~,;_'' 

,;;)A{,(~cai Tave! ,·f X 
1 - Mr. DeLoach h.· r.1!1!v17:~-·JI,"; .'.'./ . e]e, Room·~ 

1 M R A' ,fi1. • •. Holmes--- r • OS en f ,[j )'J . . ' .. , ,,t;,i\ Gandy __ _ 

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Trotter 
1 - Mr. Martindale -/c ~ /. 

Legat John Minnich telephoned fron( London .and advised ;;,,,~t 
hearing was conducted tod ay from 10: 35 am unttL-1: 00 pm, then recessed for 
lunch and continued from 2: 15 to 4:45 pm, it being noted it does not 
ordinarily extend beyond 4: 00 pm. Minnich advised Ray was remanded 
on both of the extraditable charges - the killing of King in Memphis and 
the escape charge from Missouri State Prison to July 2, 1968. It is to 
be noted he was previously remanded on the two English charges -
possession of firearms and for entering England with a false passport, 
to July 8, 1968. 

The Magistrate inquired of Ray's counsel, as well as counsel 
for the States of Tennessee and Missouri, as to whether they could complete 
their case in one more day of testimony and both indicated this was possible. 

Minnich advised Fingerprint Examiner George J. Bonebrake 
testified today~d there was no cross examination by defense counsel of 
Bonebr~e relgij.ng to his fingerprint testimony. He was questioned, 
however., in considerable detail by the defense as a private American 
citizen (µet as~::t;fingerprint expert). Minnich advised this procedure is 
allowable}~nder.,British law and that an individual must answer the questions 
asked, having ri6.. choice whatsoever, or be held in contempt of court. He 
was questioned concerning Dr. Martin Luther King, as to his knowledge 
of King a-s heacf:g.;f the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and 
whether he considered King to be a political figure. Bonebrake answered 
these questions by stating that he had no personal firsthand knowledge, 
that his knowledge was based solely on information in newspapers, which 

was within the realm of knowl~d~~ '.~Rtb:~le ~✓~ner~;¥;~;r~c~~ rublic. 

At 2: 15 pm, after the noon recess, Bone~e"'wt's again 
questioned and required to answer as indicated above. He was questioned 
relative to the Freedom Ride in 1961 (this was a bus caravan from 
Washington, D. C., to New Orleans for the purpose of testing integration 
at places of public accommodation and transportation facilities), the 
demonstrations against Dr. King, blackiJower groups, the 1963 march on 
Washington, the 1965 Voting Act, the march fro~a,,..to,.J.\.1t0nt8'fmery, 

SEE NOTE ON REVERSE S!OE 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memo to M:c DeLoach fro m A. Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

Alabama (in March of 1965) and whether Dr. King had been assaulted. 
Bonebrake answered these questions with the qualification that he had 
no direct personal knowledge of these events. He was questioned as to whether 
Dr. King was in Memphis at the time of his death to help with the 
sanitation workers strike. Before Bonebrake could answer, the Hearing 
Magistrate stated: "He had as much knowledge as Bonebrake on the 
American situation and that he felt judicial notice could be taken concern-
ing the questions being asked. " At this point counsel for the States of 
Tennessee' and Missouri, for the record, stated that Bonebrake's answers 
were not in any way associated with any official U. S. position. At this 
point Bonebrake was discharged as a witness. 

During the morning testimony, Chief Superintendent Thomas 
Butler of New Scotland Yard, in part, testified that while Ray was at 
Cannon Row Police Station, Ray stated, "I feel so trapped" and "Oh God"; 
also, that he collapsed on the cell seat. During the p. m. testimony the 
Magistrate cautioned Ray as to his rights. Ray commented that he wanted 
to make a statement concerning Butler's testimony as he thought it was 
false. Ray's counsel stated to the court that the differences concerning 
Ray's feelings and Butler's testimony were immaterial to the extradition 
hearing. Ray still wanted to tell his story and a ten-minute recess was 
held. 

Thereafter Rayis counsel stated for Ray that Ray disagreed with 
. a large portion of the evidence presented by Butler and he wanted it so 
stated in the record that he did not make the quotes attributable to him by 
Butler nor did he collapse in his cell. He wanted it made known that he 
made no statement to any police officer and that he had refused to sign 
his fingerprint card; also, that he was not making application for recall 
of witness Butler to the stand. 

not 
Ray then took the stand and whilefender oath or affirmation, 

which under British law precludes cross examination of the witness, in 
answer to questions from his counsel admitted his arrest at the London 
Airport on June 8, 1968, and under questioning stated he did not personally 
know Dr. King, had never met him, had no grudge against him, and in 
response to the specific question nDid you kill Dr. Martin Luther King," 
replied "no." Minnich advised that these are the highlights of the hearing 
and that more detailed information will be submitted. 

- 2 - CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memo to Mr. De Loach from A. Rosen 
Re: MURKIN 

Mr. Nathaniel E. Kossack, first assistant to Assistant 
Attorney General Fred Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, telephored 
the Bureau stating that Mr. Vinson had called him, Kossack, shortly 
before 1: 00 p. m. tod ay, and requested Kossack to advise the Bureau 
that Mr. Bonebrake did an outstanding job on the stand. Mr. Vinson 
characterized his performance as a credit to the FBI and to the U. S. 
Government. He said Bonebrake did so well that the defense did not 
even try to cross examine him. Mr. Vinson told Kossack that under 
English rules, the defense counsel was permitted great latitude. 
Mr. Vinson repeated and reiterated that Bonebrake did an outstanding 
job, both on direct examination and in handling defense counsel's 
desperate attempts to insert political motives into the trial. 

ACTION: This is for information and you will be promptly advised of 
further pertinent developments. 

WJ 
/ 

- 3 -
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Divis :_on of' ?rotective. :3ecuri-::y ~..., 

1968 alieg­
_2g ~2ow_2dg~ of i2ic~~atic~ t~reatening l:_v~~ u_ £ ~ lanne~y 

i._J_y, s::..rh&n Sirb.cn,, anc. 3c:.rr..es 3arl Ray. 

": ~ r~y:e 1i:gOOM,~) : __ :i 
r l ,((~- 5 1968 
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TO 

4-572 (Rev. 7-18-63) 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
G,SA GEN. IEG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

,,( UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 
! 

Memorandum 
The Director 

FROM N. P. Callahan 

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 

DATE: 

.._.. SfSSl-$Ji"1tft. _.._. 871"4 (D) .. _. V~. adYtaed 
tut ·• i..1~ ltU, I aM8 ~ N8U'M iaU.-. w---,1ag 
J,; Mp, ..,._ ud tie .PIH few tile ea,t•n of Jae• B&rl a&:,, U.. w 
_.,njed Of ki.illal. 8nlll i,CW K-., .At u.t t1ae. l .__, : f.Uln ~---·-•-t•tru~of 11.f,, ......... 
~. llaN ~y ........ U..k' nU•t tut ,Ray WNW..,._. N 
art•NMI, 1a,1,1a1 tm tu FBI a,• nan, waat to -- by. Ralpk 
M~iil, tu4lai8Jt1#.•ld pablinU of tile Attuta C~ _. 

\ 
••1..-a. ta•aM iuaw ••-. .. ..-a.Md au.•~ .lttw 
ot,_..20. 1na ... ._ •• ....,...-~, ... ~ ...... 
~t tae ~'at:1 & lUerted M~. :woam·• -..-111 u. .._.. .. 

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for (~ . i y was reviewed and pertinent items were 
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 

...,. ,-_-./ iri appro.~riat~.-~~au case or subject matter files. 
• ·. • . i j l"O'"' 
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Co D. DeLoach to Mro Tolson 
Re: Intervie·w w"ith-the'").._G· 5/24/68 ' ( 

. . The AG stated that he had read in one paper that 8; body had a · 
been found -in Pennsylvania and there was speculation that this might ';Je the 

1 
.. · 

body of James Earl Ray. I told him I was not familiar with this piece of ., 
1.:ews, that I would check it immediately, and that a communication would ,. t 
::;e sent to him accordingly. He asked me the status of the investigation on 
l1ay. I told him there was nothing new over and above what we had sent to 
:.1im in writing. 

(3) The General Investigative Division should ascertain the 
::.:·2or·mation surrounding the finding of a body in Pennsylvania and advise / l 
:::2 l .. G> in writing, whether or not this incident had any connection with the '.·, 

11 ' case involving James Earl Ray. 

I ■ 

f> l J U L 1 0 1968 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL far.M NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA Ft>MR 1-41 CFR) 101-11,6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Director, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 6/26/68 
ATTN: Cryptanalysis & Translation Section 

Legat, Bern (88-21) (P) 

ReBucab 6/8/68 and WFO LHM 5/15/68. 

Stops in Austria, Liechtenstein and Switzerland 
have been removed. 

• Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of report 
of the !(;;~neya Police in French dated 6/15/68 at Geneva. 

Bureau is requested to have this report trans­
lated' verbatim, to retain the original and to send copies of 
the transla.tion to WFO and to Legat, Bern. 

(!)- Bureau (1 encl) 
(1 - WFO) (info) 
(1 - Liaison) 

1 - Bern 
HDG:rn 
( 5) 

. ': J"': I/ 
1.1:!.f} ti t ,·' •. ,, 

I t ! 

.·'r.;w.:~,,~t·. 
7<AND S1-f.__,hV,ti-;4 fL.;t.,'IDJ_gD 1N tJttf 

~~·kA.ik;Affl'leN ANb ~T 

, 1J L 2'2 1l838{· Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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REPUBLIQUE 

ET CANTON DE GENEVE D E PA R T E M E N T D E J U S T I C E ET P O L I C E / 

r/Yf~:~ 
I ,,,.-- ,-7~_,J, _/ , Jv _,,-, ·; 

,_,,.,I- I "-v 
v• ·.) 

Geneve, le 15 juin 1968. 1 

POST TENEBIIAS J.vt 

Rapport de Insp. Thomkins. 
CORPS DE POLICE 

s0 RETE 

Objet de l'enquete : 

Piece n° 20 724 

DIVISION FEDERALE DE 
POLICE, Berne, 
ref. B 12220 HPW. 

~~,~::--.; ·-
demande enquete sur 
presence eventuelle 
a Geneve de 
James Earl RAY. 

vr r-a:-«:iH 

********* 

06. 158. 

---------.. 
· PoJi:relcIAt:~funq 

~---- . . . ... ::-'~~; 

E 1 9. JUhl 1:108 ! 

a Monsieur le chef de la Police de sfirete. 

···-• ) 

__ JPar courrier du 13 juin 1968, la DIVISION 
FEDERALE DE POLICE, a Berne, nous transmettait une 
requ~te du F.B.I. du 4.6.68. On nous demandait 
l'identification d'un americain remarque au Restaurant 
LANDOLT un samedi soir de fin avril 1968, celui-ci 
repondant au signalement de l'assassin presume du 
Dr. Martin Luther KING, le nomme : 

RAY James Earl, alias : Eric Starvo GALT, 
W.C. HERRON, 
Harvey LOWMYER, 
James Mc BRIDE, 
James O'CONNER ou O'CONNOR, 
James WALTON, 
James WALYON, 
James WILLARD, 
0 Jim" • 

Tout d'abord, je tiens a faire remarquer 
que, selon la presse, James Earl RAY a ete arr~te 
a Londres le samedi 8 juin 1968, sous l'alias 
suivant : 

- Ramon George SNEYD OU SNEYDA. 

La demande du F.B.I. precisait que le 
bureau de Washi~gton avait re9u le 14.5.68, un appel 
telephonique anonyme d'un homme se disant journaliste. 
Ce dernier venait d'avoir eu une conversation avec 
des personnes desirant egalement garder l'anonymat. 
Celles-ci croyaient avoir vu au Restaurant LANDOLT, 
a Geneve, un samedi soir de fin avril 1968, un ameri­
cain correspondant au signalement de James Earl RAY. 
Elles avaient donne les renseigne.wen;ts ____ &_ 1.LJ.·~~t>,ei 

SEARCHED,"'""·····\ 1·,0'cXEQ 
SER!/\UZEIL . . .. JlLi~O . I. 

I 
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SERVICE DE LA S0RETE Feuille N° 2 • 

06. 11. 

L'inconnu etait entre au restaurant 
avec un homme et une femme d'environ 40 ans, aux 
cheveux blonds, teints ; les deux accompagnants 
paraissaient suisses. L'Americain etait bien habille 
et avait un accent du Midwest ; son language etait 
grossier et vulgaire. Il semblait desireux d'obtenir 
les services d'une prostituee. La blonde deja men­
tionnee lui proposa un travesti, mais il repondit 
qu'il voulait une femme. L'Americain commanda des 
mets chers et exotiques que le personnel d~ aller 
chercher a l'exterieur. Le personnel etait tres 
prevenant mais ne semblait pas connaitre l'Americain. 
L'inconnue blonde devait conna1tre le ma1tre d'hOtel 
car elle l'embrassa au moment de quitter le restaurant, 
avec ses deux compagnons. 

L'enqu~te menee aupres de M. Francis 
LONGCHAMP, tenancier de la Brasserie LANDOLT, 2 rue 
de Candolle, pres de l'Universite, n'a pas amene 
confirmation des faits mentionnes ci-dessus. A noter 
que la clientele est tres cosmopolite, que les Ameri­
cains sont nombreux mais, que le restaurant n'a pas 
fait venir de l'exterieur des mets exotiques. Quant 
au vieux rna1tre d'hOtel, qui connait bien son person­
nel et sa clientele, il n'a aucun souvenir d'avoir 
ete embrasse par une blonde de 40 ans dans le restau­
rant. 

La meme enquete a ete menee au Buffet 
de la Gare des Eaux-Vives, dont le tenancier est 
M. Charles LANDOLT, cuisinier specialiste des mets 
orientaux. 11 s'agit d'un petit restaurant renomme 
egalement, a la clientele tres cosmopolite egalement. 
Malheureusement, les pages du livre des tables retenues 
ont ete detruites, pour la periode du 4 au 29.4.68. 
Dans cet etablissement, ce sont des serveuses qui 
assurent le service et il n'y a ni chef de rang, 

ni ma1tre d'h8tel. Par contre, le patron, en tablier 
de cuisinier, se souvient avoir ete embrasse plusieurs 
fois par des etrangeres satisfaites de sa cuisine • 

. /. 
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SERVICE DE LA S0RETE Feuille N° 3 • 

06. 11. 

M. LANDOLT a precise qu'il n'avait jamais fait 
venir de l'exterieur des mets exotiques; au contraire, 
on vient en chercher chez lui, le specialiste. 

En resume, avec les elements en notre 
possession, il n'a pas ete possible d'etablir qui 
etait l'Americain inconnu. 

Les recherches effectuees a notre 
fichier des bulletins d'h8tels, sous le nom de 
James Earl RAY, des alias connus et sous celui 
de Ramon George SNEYD ou SNEYDA, sont demeurees 
infructueuses. Cependant, nous relevons le passage 
a l'H8tel INTERCONTINENTAL, du 2 au 4.4.68, d'un 
nomme : 

O'CONNOR James Cyril, 
n~ le 17.6.26 a Ceylon (Canada), 
Canadien, 
fonctionnaire, 
domicilie : 180 Iowa Street, Ottawa (C~nada), 
disant arriver de Londres, 
passeport No. SP 21440. 

Je signale que le 30.4.68, l'inspec­
teur MARCHESI, de la Police Federale, informait nos 
services qu'une americaine croyait avoir vu James 
Earl RAY accompagne d'un autre americain, le samedi 
27.4.68, a 1400 h., au restaurant MOVENPICK, a Gen~ve. 
Les recherches etaient demeurees negatives et aucun 
element precis n'avait ete releve. 

Sieur James Earl RAY figure au 
MSP 1968, p. 938, art. 7 437, sous mandat d'arr@t, 
avis par fil au MSP, pour brigandage a main armee 
et soupgonne d'assassinat commis aux U.S.A., Il 
n'avait jamais occupe nos services auparavant. 

~~'.2:t, 
RAY James Earl, ne le 10.3.28 a Quincy ou Alton/Ill. 

Americain, boulanger/manoeuvre. 
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TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 

Republic and Canton of Geneva 

Poltce Department 
Safety 

Department of Justice and 
Police 

Geneva, June 15, 1968 

REPORT BY INSPECTOR THOMKINS TO THE CffiEF OF THE SAFETY POLICE 

PUR.POSE OF INVESTIGATION: 

Item No. 20-724, Federal Police Division, Bern, reference 
B-12220 HPW. 

Request to investigate the possibility of the presence in Geneva of 
James Earl Ray. 

On June 13, 1968, the Federal Police Division in Bern transmitted 
to us by mail a request by the FBI dated June 4, 1968. The request was for the 
identification of an American observed in the Landolt Restaurant one Saturday 
evening toward the end of April. The subject answered the description of the 
alleged assassin of Doctor Martin Luther King, a subject named: 

JAMES EARL RAY 

alias 

ERIC STARVO GALT 
W. C. HERRON 
HARVEY LOWMYER 
JAMES O'CONNOR or O'CONNER 
JAMES WALTON 
JAMES WALYON 
JAMES MC BRIDE 
JAMES WILLARP 
"JIMt! ' 

TRANSLATED BY: 
RAFFAELE A. VACCARI:drv 
July 16, 1968 

·ENCLOSURE 
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In the first place, I wish to point out that according to the press, 
James Earl Ray was arrested in London on Saturday, June 8, 1968, under the 
following alias: 

RAYMON GEORGE SNEYD 

or 

RAYMON GEORGE SNEYDA 

The request of the FBI specified that their Washington office had 
received, on May 14, 1968, an anonymous telephone call from a man who claimed 
to be a journalist. This man had just had a conversation with certain persons 
who likewise desired to remain anonymous. These persons believed to have 
seen - - at the Landolt Restaurant ln Geneva, one Saturday evening toward the 
encl of AprU 1968 -- an American answering James Earl Ray's description. 
They furnished the following information: 

The unknown subject had entered the restaurant with a man and an 
approximately forty-year-old woman with blond-tinted hair. The two persons 
in the unknown subject's company appeared to be Swiss. The American was well 
dressed and had a mid-west accent. His language was coarse and vulgar. He 
appeared to desire the services of a prostitute. The previously mentioned 
blond woman suggested a homosexual dressed up as a woman, but he replied 
that he wanted a woman. The American ordered expensive and exotic dishes 
which the restaurant personnel had to go get elsewhere. The personnel in 
attendance were very solicitous but did not appear to know the American. The 
unknown blond must have been acquainted with the maitre d'hotel because she 
kissed him before leaviq the restaurant with her two escorts. 

The inquiries made of Mr. Francis Longchamp, operator of the 
!:,andolt Beer Garden, 2 Rue de Candolle, near the University, did not provide 
confirmation of the facts described above. It is to be noted that the clientele 
is a very cosmopolitan elientele and that it includes many Americans, but the 
restaurant never had to send elsewhere for exotic dishes. As to the old 
mattre d' hotel who knows the employees and clientele very well, he has no 
recollection of having been kissed by a forty-year-old blond woman in the 
restaurant. 

The same inquiries were made in the Buffet de la Gare des Eaux-Vives, 
whose operator is Mr. Charles Landolt, a chef specialized in Oriental dishes. 
It is a small restaurant just as renowned and with a clientele which ls just as 
cosmopolitan (as the above beer garden). Regrettably enough, the book of table 
reservations from Aprtl 4 to April 29, 1968, has been destroyed. In this 

- 2 -
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