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? o+ OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010~-106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Conrad
Felt
Gale

: Mr. Bishop pATE: 7/17/68 el
. Tavel

“ Trotter
’ Loy Tele. Room
FROM : M. H:m Holmes
& .

Gandy

SUBJ ECT-;: Q\JIURKIN

This is the case involving James Earl Ray, the alleged
killer of Martin Luther King.

Attached for approval is a proposed press release con-
cerning Ray's return to the United States from Britain. It is noted that
in the second paragraph blank spaces appear. The exact time of Ray's
release by British authorities to FBI Agents will be inserted in these
spaces as soon as it is known.

If approved, this release will be issued in Washington, D. C.,
and Memphis, Tennessee, at the time Ray is turned over to Shelby County, e
Tennessee, officials.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) That the attached proposed press release be approved.

AW RECILS S - P [/ - g 2d

(2) The Director is respectfully requested to sign the
attached, undated letter of transmittal to Mr. Session&m,fhg Department.
The date will be inserted prior to transmittal. L_gz‘%

4 JUl=#s

(3) That the attached material be expedi ou@‘retumed to
your (Mr. Bishop's) office for further processing. .. /\A
/LA/&/,.. g r>1

t,

?«t{u-v\“’ s r
ﬂ’< [ / ~ A
Enclosurgs: (21> R\ P W\ , Eg <

Vo4
:’__ b

1 -Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures 2) 1 - Mr. Rosen - Enc&ure’s )
1 -Mr. Bishop - Enclosures ) 1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2)

TBC :%?mﬁg) Tﬁﬁ o v, 53\;’ f A \‘\‘Lé\

\,
il

'l ,_
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 19, 1968

James Earl Ray, who is charged with the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr., was returned safely to the United States
today.

British authorities turned Ray over yesterday evening to
the custody of FBI Agents, who accompanied him on a nonstop flight
from London aboard a U, S. Air Force C-135 to Memphis, Tennessee.

The plane left Great Britain at 7:38 p.m., EDT, yesterday
and arrived at the Memphis Naval Air Station at 4:37 a.m., EDT,
today.

Upon arrival he was turned over by the FBI to the Shelby
County, Tennessee, Sheriff's Office and was lodged in the Shelby
County jail.

The transportation of Ray to the United States was

accomplished without incident.
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Tolson
DelL.oach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CLIFF SESSIONS
DIRECTCR, OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

Attached is a press release concerning the
return of James Earl Ray to the United States which I thought
your might like to make available to the press.

Very truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosure

1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached)
1 - Mr. Bishop (detached)
1 -Mr. Rosen (detached)
1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached)

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo dated 7/17/68, captioned:
"MURKIN. "

TBC:emm (11)

v

MAIL RooM] TELETYPE UNiT ]
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Department of State TEI.EGRAM

LIMITED: QFFICIAL USE 466
PAGE @1 STATE =2@2432

87

INFO EUR 15+SCA 82,PPT 22,Jus 02s,FB1 @))RSC 01,/p26 R

DRAFTED BYt® LiL/SCAIMBFELDMAN

APPROVED BY3: L= MURRAY Je BELMAN. .
JUSTICE = MRe VINSON (SUBS) o *“ﬁﬁk\\\\\\

, . \.
1521282 JUL 68 N Ry '&i//

FM SECSTATE WASHDC
T0 AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIQRITY

e

~—~—— i
LIMITED OFFICIAL' USE STATE 2062432
SUBJECTS RAY EXTRADITION |

l+ SUGGEST THAT OPERATIVE PORTION gECOND: SENTENCE DRAFT
NOTE BE REV]SED AS FOLLOWSs "THE UNITED STATES: GOVERNMENT

HAS: DESIGNATED ANY TWO OR MORE: OF THE FOLLOWING FOURI NAMED
PERSONS (HERE NAME AGENTS) AS AGENTS TO RECEIVE MRe RAY IN

THE UNITED KINGDOM UPON THE ISSUANCE OF AN EXTRADITION

WARRANT BY HER MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HOME
AFFAIRS AND TQO CONVEY HIM TO THE UNITED STATES: AT THE PROPER:
TIME FOR SURRENDER TO THE PROPER A(UTHORITIES: OF THE STATE OF -

TENNESSEE AND/OR: THE STATE JF M1830UR1." THE: AGtNTS WILL: CARRY
THE USual PRESIDENTIAL WARRANTe THEIR NAMES WILLTBE 5"0“1050

THROUGH THE LEGAL ATTACHEe RUSK

o ({/ WFEC/~

NOT 1 REcoRDED

.y (EBI IS LJUL 26 1968

- - re—

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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4-572 (Rev. 7-18-63)

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1942 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
LL"Q.; ¢ The Director DATE: 7-—/7’éf

FROM : N. P. Callahan

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record

/7

.

Pag-2 STOO5-ET00e. CUpmgrezsman Browe. (F) Cbig, istrode:d
d. B 39701, the Gt o which is prigied B toc Record  This bill weald
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i Tarsmis. Altar the rarices aliases used by Ray war: traced, and considering
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In the original o a ndum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional E-
?Z %”J(" N ..
Record for was reviewed and pertinent items were pAUL T

marked for the Director’s attention. This form has been prepared in order that
portlons of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed Tr—

- te‘\%.a u case or subject matter files.
50 AUGS

= &
L

Original filed in: é@(’/;//__'
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ ' .
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FBI
Date: 7/18/68

A ransmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL | AIRMAIL

(Priority)

_L__A_;:QE______“

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
_SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)
JRKI
CR
00: Memphis

Re KC airtel to Bureau, 7/12/68; Buairtel to KC,
7/15/68; and SL tel to KC, 7/17/68.

RE: CLIFFORD W, EDMONDSON, Air Force
Service Number 17 460 248

Enclosed for Bureau and receiving offices are
one copy each of Special Progress Reports, dated 3/6/61
(consisting 9 pages); 8/11/65; 7/18/67; and Form NR 95-1
(current data for Restoration, Clemency and Parole Review),
dated 8/21/67.

On 7/16/68, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, Confinement

File #31463, on file at the Military Personnel Records Center

(MPRC), St. Louis, Mo., for CLIFFORD W. EDMONDSON, revealed

he enlisted in U, S. Air Force (USAF) on 6/25/56 and dis~-

honorably discharged on 7/26/68 as an Airman Third Class

pursuant to sentence of a General Court-Martial, However,

additional records were located and a review on 7/17/68 of

the USAF service record for CLIFFORD WARDELL EDMONDSON, AF

17 460 248, indicated that he was honorably discharged and

permanently retired on 7486/58 as an Airman First Class at

the U, S. Disciplinaggv rracks; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,
\- Bureau (Encl-—&h’%’/ REC 27, Hef ,_52)‘196 /_,4/,@

2 - Kansas City (44-760) (Encl-4 ac £\ SE T

2 - Memphis (Encl-4) i ™

GTJ:pjh ﬁsi§W)F ; 'r:;*-z””“ LG T

(8) 10— coe 1 LR O 68

o y TR o5

;;Mé//’}"j' /(*';v pa 2./,
J Q=Y F

-

€. C. - BisHop
Approvéd: /) % T\f' Sent
e H, @lé(gem in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(8)

arL1:b7p

T = 2f° ronya

S - Wewbprz (RUCT-¥)

S ~ Kgpage CTfd (§9-1Q0) (EVUCT-¥)

o - BNLEE¥N (ENGT-¢) i TV

fp6 [i* 2° DI2cIbIrugrd RYTLICKe® ROLf TGIAGIMOY. LU’ Kuese®
berLwsnauULIA LE6FTLGY OV A\ZQ\NR §2 U YILWYU L TLef Cyg=e 9¢
TS §Q0 S¥8' THGIGHLGY [PY¥L P6 mye PODUOLYPTA qracpsntieq suq
fre [ATE 26LAT1G6 L6GOLQ YO CIIREKROBD MY7UDEPT EDVOUD20K® Vi
FAGTLTOUYT LEGOKGR MGL.6 JOGYf6q TG J TGATGHA OU \\TA\ER OF
brirensuf £0 26UL61UC6 OT ¥ (CGUGSLIT COALF=-WITL.LTYT® HOMGAGTL'®
POUOLYPTA gTrecpyrBeq OU \\S0\93 ¥2 U YITHYD JPILg (yygze
pe ewyrefeqg ITU (1° 2°* VI RONLCe (NI2VE) OV @\3JID\2Q 9UQ qra-~
(MBBC)® 2£° Tony2' jo*® 10T CI'TRLOKL M°* EDAOUDZ20MU T.eAa6uTGq
ETTE %27¥Q3* O TIJ6 ¥f {P6 WITILIXA pEreonuvey Kecorge Ceufer
OO A\TE\e8' LOVf TGYAGUMOLFP® KI¥Na292’ ConiIueweuf

quyecg g\ST\e\*

(CALLGUSL QUFY TOL HE62LONYLTOU'® (CTEWEUCA T Hh¥NOT6 HeATGm)®

(couvzTafTuk 3 byBee) ! g\TT\E2: A\T8\Q\:@ ¥Dg EOLW MK do=-T

ove GObMA e¥cy o1 2becryY pHroBrez2e Kebonge® qyreq \e\eJ
EVCTIO26G TOIL BNLEIN YUG LECETATUB OTITCEGR 1.6

B —

26LATG6 YMUPEL T\ 20 598
BE: CrIEROED M°® KDWOUD20M' VIL ROT.C6

A\T2\e8® Fuq 2r reT fo KC' A\Ta\eg*
B6 KC STLf6T fO RaAreyn® A\Ts5\eR: BA¥ILfcT f0 KC'

00: Wewbpre

CH

KOEKIN

“2ve' 21° ronlz ($¢3-142)

DIKECILOK® EBI (3¥-088e7T)

VIBLET VIBWVIT

A\ra\es

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




[} .
. . & .

8L 44-775

by reason of physical disability; that the diagnosis in |
his case was *"Schizophrenic reaction paranoid type, chronic,
severe, VA Code 9203, rated at 100%"; that the disability was
_ pgrnanent, ‘and that the date he became unfit was about June

He was triod and convicted by a General Court-
Martiul on 12/12/57, for on or about 6/23/57, did at Géose
Air Force Base, lLabrador, with premeditation, murder another
Airman by means of shooting him with a .45 caliber pistol.
He was sentenced dishonorably discharge, forfeiture of all
pay and allowances, and confinement at hard labor for the
-term of his natural life, However, by General Court-Martial
Order Number 38, dated 10/10/67, punsuant to the direction of
- the Secretary of the Air Force, the findings of guilty and
the sentence in the general court-martial case of EDMONDSON,
vere set aside, Also, all rights, privileges, and property
of which EDMONDSON had been deprived by virtue of the findings
of guilty and sentence were restored, He was released from
confinement at the Medical Center tor rederal Prisoners,
Springfield Missouri. :

Special Progress Report of the U, 8, Medical Center,
Springfield, Mo., revealed the following diagnosis for
EDMONDSON: '"Schizophrenic Reaction, Paranoid Type, Chronic,
with acute exacerbation as characterized by an individual with
a life history which demonstrates the incipient seeds of a .
schizophrenic type personality with the evidence of mounting
~ paranoid type of reaction throughout the years culminating
in a gross psychotic disorganization at this time with only ,
partial amalioration seen currently."” The records further indi-
cated that EDMONDSON had made two suicide attempts and that in
1963 electro shock therapy was initiated following self—

' mutilation attempt.

S ' His relatives were listed as JOBN ADANB father;
,Hrs. JOHN ADAMS, aka Imogene E, Adams, mother; RICHARD EUGENE
EDMONDSON, brother° and sister, ALFREDA ADAMS, all of 1318 North

Lynn St., Independence, Mo. Sister, BESSIE MAE ADAMS, Route #1,

Box 680, East Prairie, Missouri., EDMONDSON was described as
Negro male, born , Kansas City, Mo., 170-175 pounds,
and 72" tall. Scars and marks were shown as 2" scar over left
temporal. '

-2 -
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SL 44-775

| ' Veterans Administratim Claim Number was shown
as Friends were listed as Mr. FREEMAN JACKSON,
311 E. Elizabeth, and Miss PAMELA TUCKER, 312 No. Hocker,
Both Independence, Mo. :

, No photograph of EDMONDSON was contained in the
,:ecorde. - , -
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CURRENT DATA FOR RESTORATION, CLEMENCY AND PAROLE REVIEW

Ix

LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL SERVICE NUMBER  [exPiraTION DATE | InsTiTuTiON Med Center},

EDMONDSON, CLIFFORD W. AF 17 640 24818 Apr 81 |Springfield, Mo,

CONFINEMENT DATA (Conduct and adjustment, work asaignment, custody)
PRESENT: Edmondson has experienced extreme difficulty in effecting an adequate
overall institutional adjustment during the past year. He has been very
unppredictable, impulsive, and in all probability has at least been border-
line psychotic at times. At the present time he is vocationally unassigned

PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS (Include IQ, intelligence classification and profile) (over)

PSYCHIATRIC REPORT: DIAGNOSIS: Schizophrenic Reaction. Patient currently on 2-1-E
for "Administrative reasons'. Symptoms include: Blunting of affect, compulsivity,

self-righteousness and grandiosity. Paralogia, Rationalization. Intellectualiza-
tion.

Impression: Patient remains mentally ill and should be hospitalized. I do not feel
: parole is indicated at this time.

DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS BOARD VOTES COMMANDANT RECOMMENDS

I RESTORATION [ YES 3 ~o rRestomation  (CJves  [CJ wno
CLEMENCY £ ves: o 2] no CLEMENCY 3 ves 3 ~o
PAROLE Clves CJ wno PAROLE L3yese Ll o

RESTORATION DESIRE NOT INDICATED

US PROBATION OFFICER RECOMMENDS FEDERAL  CLASSIFHNCATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS

RESTORATION 3 ves L NO N/C RESTORATION [J YES 1 %6
CLEMENCY L) ve5 3 wo CLEMENCY Ei)ves X3 ~o

DATE PAROLED OR CONDITIONAL RELEASE i _ INITIALS 0aTE8 Jul 66
-~ N/A iy . .- B SENTENCED - L ADJUDGER SRS /mew/AlF: 6 Jul 66

SED: 17 APR 81 % -3 MCFP, Springfield, Mo.

um;ﬁﬁg%§f¥if£;;g?é§;éé.gg”iggééffr%E?H %Efélcﬁﬁf?”in order to participate in insti-

e de - -——

tution employménﬁuand other programs. Attitude cooperative-caused no proble
EMPLOYMENT: Ward Orderly until 27 Jun 67-interested in self-improvement, taking
school courses-assigned as typist on 27 Jum 67. Satisfactory- (OVER)

PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS (Include IQ, intelligence classification and profide)

D IAGNOSIS: Beihg seen in individual therapy.

DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS BOARD VOTES ; COMMANDANT RECOMMENDS
RESTORATION (3 veS : 0% RESTORATION  (J YES
cleweNcy 0T vES .- fld e CLEMENC Y (T ves
PAROLE 3 ves R ' - PARDUE - I vis

)

US PROBAT!ION OFFICER RECOMMENDS B - SEDERAL CLASSHFICATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS
rResToraTiON [ ves [ wo : rResmoRATION [ ves T wo .
CLEMENCY Llees o LTTRG CLEWENCY R ves O wo

~OATE PAROLED OR COND!TIONAL ‘RELEASE o INITIALS Gave 21 Aug 6
EX s ntenceo (T ApvuosE o
N/A % CLS/acb AIF: 18 Jul 6

PMG(K) FIO;:M'?g 95-1 REPLACES EDITION OF 1 APR 58, WHICH MAY BE USED.( D jA17518

4
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CONFINEMENT DATA CONT'D:

e

and housed on our acute treatmemt unit. During the past year he has received several
adverse behavior reports for refusing to move to designated area; fighting another

patient, plus housed in maxium security units for control. He is ingratiating

and manipulative in interviews and attempts to play different disciplines against

others to achieve his needs beimg gratified. In May, 1966, he was cbserved sleeping outside
the office after allegedly, in company of another patient, to have made a homicidal

threat against the patient being interviewed. After he wrote a note to another patient
indicating that he had a knife secreted in his shoe and he planned to use it on one of

the staff members. A knife was found in his shoes as he indicated. In summary,

Edmondson has required approximately 45 ward changes, 13 job assignments, and has required me
maxium security housing for approximately 20 months since his admission here in 1960.
Historically he has shown evidence of depression and has made two suicide attempts. In -
1963 electro shock therapy was initiated following self-mutilation attempt.

CUSTODY: Acute treatment unit, or in max. security housing.

EMPLOYMENT: Unassigned.
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' Federal Bureau of Investigatggﬁf"*““4%m;;

L.i D¢ar Mr. Hoover:; ”

July 18, 1968 . .

‘7_'Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Diregtor .-

e

.washington, D. C. SR | \\\;.T-. cr

\ /77,:,- wf*

R would 1ika to take this opportunity of expressing my

singere thanks for the eut:tanding manneér in whieh

" Mr, John Minnieh, Lagal Attache of the Embassy, ‘has |
e Qconduated himself" canccrning the - extradition of eamas L
" "Earl Ray: I know this has been a most diffiocult case .
<. to handle on -all sides and Mr. Minnich has worked very .

- - e¢losely with the Consul General of the Embassy, the

Deputy Chief of Mission and mysealf. He has proved to

.;fﬂ”be an excellent officer at the Embassy not only: with
. respeet to.this particular. case but in tha ycars hc
,has been aacignad hore.-_’ :

ST am glad to have Mr. Ninnlch as a membor nf my otfxoial'?f“'l'g
, . family ‘and wish to commend hzm for his. nuperior S |
”f,‘;aontributions.5 ;;;_ﬁ"_“_

David Ko E._Brueef;' i
Ambassader

4/;.( - .ff (f(q /««

| o
NO’I‘ P"‘”ORDED
19 AUG 2 1::58

:"'}”'ih\figh7f:f j3:\%* :‘ A
\‘SCIJNUE;EB'1S§EIS.;"\' ,
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