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Date: August 12, 196 8 

Transmit the follow inq in -----~------------------ I 
i 

I 

---------------------------1 
(f'riurit)) I 

Via _;_~_I_R_T_E_·L ______ _ 

- ----------------------------------------------L-~-----r-

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ' 

FROM CRICAGO (44-1114) 

SUBJECT: 

Re Jackson airtel to Bureau dated ALgust l, 1903. 

2nc1osed herewith to Bureau (3 copies) an.:: ~.:empi1is (15 cop~ 
is an insert disclosing results of an intervie~ ~ith JA~illS ~OBE~T 
WILLETT ~t Joliet, Illinois. 

Enclosed for the Atlanta Division is 2 copies oi above in­
sert and one photograph •;:)f JA;iICS hOBERT WILLETT for !JOSsit:le future 
refereJ1ce. 

(3-Bureau 
2-Mem~7his 
2-Atlanta 
2-Chicago 
GHB:prk 
(9) 

I u:., (_~~~ I UL.,-/t/ 
'--¼i _ ~\s1no? 

_...-'C •• -
\Y~. 

Sent ________ M 

\ 
, I 

. ..-
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"x:,) ~~c <)I' l)(·c<"'.,~1"" 1 '}r :>~, 
· • °' , 1 

i I , ; 1 .. ,. , ' ,~ , 1 ; .~ < • { · < \ rn t) r_) 1 ~ , 

.1 -,._ 1 l \ ,_ : ,, , , , 'l , 1 e ~ -s i1 ~i v c :J l' ( • r 1 ;i l a c c d 

him. 

'C\70, 
'. 'lC~. 
;:1-~:iinst 

The :fol1owing b:ickgrounc! and dcscrif'tivc information 
wa~ ubtaincd fr1._)lll tlll' inmate's 1; 1 lk1.·t: 

\lame 
\"u; 11bcr 
,-,1,_'X 

;;,\('[' 

l);1tt· of l1irth 
! ' 1 :1. {' C () J i ~ 11' t h 
;!C l~ll t 
\IL' i(,-';h t 
l!:.xir 
1,: yes 
Scars and \l~1rks 
Feeler a 1 nurcau of 
11 1 ves t iga t iun ~umber 
~:ltiona1tiy 
\!arit;,l Status 

l'l1ildren 
~;,ici.a1 S(•curity '.';umber 
t 'ccup:i t io11 
Hr other-; 
1\;11 J-brot11e~·s 
',istcrs 
l,c1igioll 
Lducation 
( · <ffl'CS pondc nee 

J iHTES Enm•:HT WILLEIT 
{-i 1 ()L 7 
\1:1.] C 

\\'l1 ; , f' 

le 

: ) ' ~ ) " 

1 
: ) \ J ) () U l l d S 

Brown 
\11m<~rou'.-; tat to,a:,s: on both arms 

:> 7 7 :~~- l H 
l·, ri ~: l '.Sh 
\1::11-ricd, }()~8, Kennett, \ii<souri 
l'ivorcc<l 1qG.1 

('()!lS t '.'llC t Lllll 

T \'.'<) 

(' !JC' 

T 111' <' ,_, 
[;a1~L1c.;t 
:--: ix v 0 ars 
\:re.;. 1;i,.:J~THJ\ '\\' ILLET'", mother 
: ; ? ~'. ll i g h 1 a n d , }: l i.~ i : 1 f l l i no i '.-; 

1\irc.;. GEr-...1'~ (1\lJ\RTH/\) SHELTO\T, sis tcr 
C a r : C ·1 t Cr s V i 1 1 C ' n l in O i. s 

vr~. 0 ,mrrs f10YU, ~i~tE'r 
(lt~1:\,]:1,ncJ, 1•:1gin, l11i•:.(•iS 



:'.ll"' .. () 1 S~~ '·</\ 1·1adc: ~1 v:~ l .~ ;~ ') ( ' '. ~ :; \t () : ; t C J_ :-;_ s ~-: L ~ .: __ r._ 8 ... i t) l 1 

1-:.(\:·•(',}" ~ {,1 ·1. "i ·_:,(! '.~ )' J .v :.: ?'~ ~ J {~(~7 1 "'!.~ :~ ( '. ~,, •'i :1()1' i ~- ()r;.:, C1 ;· \\·!-l j_~_··' ::1 J'('i, ~,;(_' i· <VJ t 

[1-c, <~\'." 1
/ !·~~:?::.~!n" i.'('.r1()}':Cl;Jy <_~i1'< 

t _t ·~ 1 t t h c~ ·( qr,; 21. t (" ' ~ n: ( r t '. , {? y : ~; 

oJ the iamiJ:v is scatte:re<1, v:i/·]1 ·:uni'.:,):_ the s1_0,_1rt~::-. 1iv:_ng _i._11 ~'is­
si~:sippi, and \lissnL:ri, while ti,rce u:f them }·csic1c _;_n ;JJiwJi~~. /\p­
p~nc n t 1 y both of Llle :)are n ts 1:1ad prior n1arr ia rr,es; there is at le as t 
one half-brother who Ls reported to l)e 3 po]iccmc1n in Toledo, Ohio. 
The inmate denies that other members of his immediate family have 
been invoJved in criminalitv. Following his father's death, the in­
mate v:as raised alternately by his niother and by the older hrother in 
Deering, \lissouri. 1\ccording to the inmate, he gets along we11 with 
all the ,>ther family members. Tl-ic J~1milv economic status ,1as considerec' 
to be :)e 1., 1\v average. The inmate grew uri mostly :1ro1 1 :1C1 Gunic.:on, \Iis,-­
si:c::<ippi, where he attendee: pub1ic :<ct.001 to :1bout 1 i1c :;ixth grade. 
About. tJ,is time he wa'.--, in ~i ~-,cr",o,Js car :1-::.:cic1 c1tt ~t·H1 i,ic-c~''J:':'iP '1ic.: 
gracics were poor and he v,;as ;_ ,: ;.,_;ci_p} i.'l~n·y pr(,blc;n, '\'.' ,11·0:-,:-ic,l out of 
school. 11e adlllits that he i::-: unz,::il'-' -:o re::i.d very weJJ at: thi", time. 
The inmate did considerable f::>..r 1,1 work .L,, 'he ~outh before beginoin;:2: 
his several periods of inca:rcera t i')n. He maL•· icd in 1 '.)5i"'. iu Een-
nett, :1lissouri, only :ibout a mollth ::ind a hal::' at~.er his clischarge 
from the :1:ississippi State r'rison. 0,1e c'.-\iJ.cl ll:,s :)W,',1 born to this 
union, a son who is eight years old. The inmate say:. his wife was 
only f i±'tcen years o]ci when thev married and he wa!':-; :W3nty-three 
years of a gc. There has been cons id era b Jc mar i r:11 cl i.'.---:se ns ion clue 
to d if f i cu 1 t y w it h h i m g e t t in g ::i. 1 on f!, w it h }, e J' fa m i 1 y . .I\ 1 ,~ o , the 
inmate descri_bcs some problems relating tu hi.s desire to be c1way 
from llome a great deal and "chasing ar,mnd" .. \1tLongh wed,) not 
l1:1vc veJ'-Lfication, the inmate s~id ~1c- ~,:ot alon;: weJ 1 v\'},j_~c l1cwas at 
the .State Pcnitenti,L'Y in Parchman, ,rississippi, wllc1·c he- was sent 
when he was nineteen years old. Ee says that he and three associates 
h2_d broken into a store. He says a 11 of h j_s work was on the f;:i.nil 
and dcspiLe having ~l few fight~, he considered his ad.1ustment record 
satisfactory. This inmate also served at the State ~')enitent:t21ry :,t 
Jefferson City, ~lissouri, for forgery, but while assi~';ned to an 
1:onor Farm at that Institution, he escaped and received an additional 
sentence period. Inside the w~l1ls he ,\·orked in the ~oap Factory, 
Cannery and Dlock Factory. Between incarcerations the inmate has 
\;·orkcci as a construction laborer and bas 1.ravcJlecl around the countr>'· 
a great dea 1. He was in Tex~.s in 1965, thc!1 lo Missouri, and back 
to Illinois. He was again in· :1:in. I:linoic:.:;, for only three months 
,,_,; 1 e n h c was arr es t e d on the :: 1F- ~ :~ 1d ch a r g es . I n res pect to h is 
C::r j_l'.kinrr activ1'ti·,.,c:.; __ ', t·he 1·1ln1:'tn_ i . 

C, .._ - -' ., '<l :\'s ,H? occas 1ona l ly cir in1:<:c" to e-xcc'-;s, 



tY:ce 1
, h-i_c-·· chink''lf~ anc; 11i~ arTe~~-t. ':>~: c>:·· 1 ::._0s ~tny ',is<:: oX narcotics 

a11ci s.'1~Y~~ 1··~~.~---=- c:~1.:n1Jli11~: :1~~s !:-J)t \~()c:1 ~c)~\--y,. lJc·isL1re ti_'T'.t."? 8.cti\.rities 
inclt1c~:e !1~.:-~.icir~~1ti!1f~ tr1 spo1~ts, fi:=3=15_11~1; ~n.d ]--:t1f',~~-.i1;.e. 

PCTSC>nali-t.:y 
--------·------- --

Th::s is a slender, w:Lrv 21 ye:-ir olo rec-i_c:Lvist, who has 
had ~ajor sente~ces previously for f~~~cry. burglary. nnd escape. 
Ee is a auitc unstable individu~J with very "0ose !ami~y ti~s and 
:1 

1Jr:c1{g~co· ..... 1r1d cf l1c8."'// c!rit11-::i1~r;. I-T 1~ ;_~1n::_--cs~-:c~:- 1_1s 8.S b(~i11g :J. J.}CJorly 
motivated, irresponsible individual w;-,o i_;:-; p;casant cnS1ugh tn the 
interview situation but usually does pretty much as he pleases and 
drifts along in life without much ambition or long range goals. He 
has a number of rather grotesque tattoos on his person which gener­
ally detracts from his appearance. He is of dull normal intelligence, 
according to the psychological screening report. Based upon his 
background ii1 other institutions, it is quite possible he might have 
a difficult time serving this sentence. 

Class if ica t ion 

Group III. Without need for mental treatment and not 
ment~ 1.ly retarded. Inadequ2t.--. ,nd unstable personality with per-
iodic ::i.lcohol ism. Doubtfully imr~·c~vab1e offender. Doubtful 
prognosis. Dull normal intelligence.,. 



3Al\1ES Rm3EHT WU,J.1•:TT ~.::t·::itr ·::..1111bcr 61027, TSP, Joliet 
Branch, .Jo~iet, Illinois, <1dvisc.r_i ,_'.,:t<. he is sometimEs refe:,rrec1 to 
:i.s "Crazy WILLIE" and "Miss:L~~~t1"~''-'". Irn ~c1vised as fo1lows: 

I-Ie w:ls an inmate at .,=1,c '.'.isc:o,__,~i State Pcn::i.tcnti0ry ~MSP) 
a+ J cf ferson City, 1i1issour i, f}or:1 :1 :,·,~· CJX j_m, tc l y December J , :i 960, to 
}larch 1.'.<, 1965. hhi1c at VS:P iw ,>eve,-,- had a 1~v nersona1 contact with 
JJ\\IBS EARL HAY, a}though 1-J.(.> :.;c~icve--; ·,c :,.;:,~cw who l{AY ·was by :-ight. 
The priso.~ population at 'vl~;D ;_),,';:;~'1):-:; ·.:,:c-C: 2,,1cu. He h;,,:) no op­
portunity to meet RAY prior to \l;:i>' 01· :1..fte1· te 7c:ft because he was 
arrested at Dla:ieville, Arkansas, on o:.r ::i.bout ,Tanuary 11, 1967, 
before RAY escaped from MSP. 

WILLETT sa-id that while at !\!SP he celled in "C" house 
and worked in the Soup Factory, Block Plant and Farm. He formed 
a close relationship with another inmate, RAY CURTIS, whom he 
would see for extended periods on weekends in the yard. He never 
was assigned to the sams cell house o;: work assignment wit11 CURTIS 
or for that matter with RAY. 

CURTIS, to his knowlcd~e, always occupied a one-man eel]. 
CURTIS was in "J" cell house ·lt.::fore going to the farm and in ''G" 
or "F" cell house after he returr,c•t 1 from the farm. CURTIS was as­
s i g n c d to the "Tag P 1 a n t " a n cl fa rm . 

WILLETT stated that some time before his release from 
MSP he had a falling out with CUHTIS, when Cl:HTIS "stooled" on 
him over an incident that had taken place. 

\\"ILLETT said that he can recall no cmverstaion transpiring 
in his presence whih. at MSP to the f'ffcct that President J()HN,F. 
h."1~,'H,fEDY hacl a "bounty" on his head 01· that l~cvercnd 1,1/\HTIN LUTHER 
KI\'G, J1:. had "bounty',' on his head. I:c knew of no conuersa.tL1n to 
the effect that the "KKK of the Snutb" had raised monc., to ::issas:.;i__ 
na tc E Ii\G a 11d never was pr ivy to zi ny convcr'-'ation .i_n th is mZl t ter. 

WILLETT denied knowing a U'.i\TI.LES WILL IE or a /\. D • CA:RT­
WR IGHT, owners of a houseboat. WILLJ,;T'f stated tb::i.t when he was 
released from MSP he went to his sisters, ;,,1rs. LLO'{D HOYD, Clarks­
c.1alc, and stayed with her for approximately seven weeks. He was 
employee! at "0illups" Service Station, Route 61, as a night ma:: 
from G:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. IIc spent his leisure time in11Elavcrns 
in the Clarksdale area. He said th:1 t he had ,10ver had occasion to 
g-o to the \liss iss ippi I:iver. 

After leaving Clarksda:.'...e, he went to Longview, Texas, 
:tor a oproxima tely three months, v,here he was employed by "i\li10s 
H ig-h 1, 1.ne" Cons true t ion Company. ::c• resided at 1113 Green Street. 
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8/1'2/68 

Airtel 1 - Mr. Long 

To: SAC, Miami (44-1854) 

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

MURKIN 

In view of the alleged mental condition of 
Mrs. Margaret Capomacchia, mother of Kathleen Ainsworth, 
and in view of the past performance of the informant, r--~----

1 f Miami should have no further contact with the former 
informant in regard to the information that Kathleen 
Ainsworth and five other individuals were involved in the 

CD 

',.J..., 
(.[_) 

t,.o ::-·) 

~ assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
2 

In view of the fact that in interview with 
Mrs. Capomacchia she denies any knowledge of this alleged 
participation in the assassination and refuses to 
discuss it, receiving offices should conduct no further 
investigation in this aspect. 

If any further information comes to your 
attention regarding this, you should notify the Bureau 
of same, submit your recommendations and take no further 
action. 

✓ 

1 - SAC, Jackson (157-9586RfC-j! · 
1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987) ~ 

REL:cs .j/ 

(6) 1/v 

~·oLon __ NOTE: 
~)eloach ~~ __ _ See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 842/68, captioned 

MURKIN, REL:cs. !Aohr~~~ 
R1shop __ 
Cosper __ 

Cnllahon ~~ 
r:onrad __ 
!'0lt~~~ 
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F B I 

Date: 8/7 /68 

Transmit the following in --------------------------< 
('f'ypP in plointexl or r·ode) 

AIRTEL Via ________ _ AIRMAIL 
(!' riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (P) 

s·tBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 

Re Miami teletype to the Bureau, 8/2/68, setting 
forth information to Miami by WILLIAM SOMERSETT concerning 
MARGARET CAPOMACCHIA. 

Mobile was requested to be alert as to activities 
of SIDNEY c. BARNES who reportedly was leaving for Jackson, 
Miss., 8/2/68. 

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 1379 East Ri"\liera Drive, 
Mobile, Ala., is a bombing suspect of the Mobile Office 
and his activity has been covered in the past month by four 
different neighborhood sources. No information has been 
reported by these sources to indicate that BARNES was away 
from his residence just prior to or subsequent to the murder 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. These sources have furnished. no . 
information indicating that THOMAS A. TARRANTS, III or 
KATHLEEN AINSWORTH had stayed at the BARNES' residen~~~ 

In the late afternoon of 8/2/68, neighborhood 
source, Mrs. MARY LONGCRIER, 1382 East Riviera Drive, 
telephonically advised that at about 5:20 PM that date she 
had observed BARNES in his stationwagon which vehicle 
appeared to be packed as if BARNES was moving from the 
residence. She did not see Mrs. BARNES on that occasion. 

C4': f~fr~~:;,Jt!,~;7-9586) yt~-~ / i' -- --- --
2 - Memphis 44-1987) 
2 - Miami ( 4 -1854) 12 AUG 9 1968 
4 - Mobile (2 - 174-71) '.,i\,J,\ 

( 2 - 15·7-494) _jJI ;,' 1 II&¾ - - ... J 

:crb 
( 13) vfZ'1 r\ 

~v r ~. Approved: _____ ...... 1---,..-,,,.~-+.._-,_ -"----

,~81 Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M 
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• 
MO 157-2627 

On the morning of 8/5/68, Mrs. LONGCRIER advised 
that BARNES had returned to his residence at 4 PM, Sunday, 
8/4/68, and had left about 5 AM, 8/5/68, apparently enroute 
to work. 

On 8/5/68, neighborhood source, Mrs. GERALDINE 
WILKINSON, 1383 East Riviera Drive, advised that both Mr. 
and Mrs. BARNES, according to Mrs. WILKINSON's daughter, 
were at their residence late in the afternoon of Sunday, 
8/4/68, and left in their stationwagon which was loaded 
down. She had not seen them on the morning of 8/5/68. 

It appears that BARNES may be moving, possibly to 
Miss., since he works in Miss. His activ.itties are being 
followed in order to determine whether or not he moves and 
to determine any contacts which may have a bearing on this 
case. 

-2-
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FBI 

Date: 7/15/68 

Transmit the following in -----------,--,,,--------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via --------"A--"-I==--'R-=-T-=E=L"-----
(Priority) I ________________________________________________ L ______ _ 

I 1 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: LEGAT, PARIS (100-2082) (RUC) 

SUBJECT:, MURKIN -✓ 
,-(--00-- - . ME ) 

ReBucab to Paris 7/12/68. 

The following items have been furnished to the 
Bureau by Paris regarding investigation conducted in Portugal: 

1. Application for new passport and related 
papers furnished by Canadian Embassy, 
Lisbon, Portugal. 

2. Entry and exit cards and hotel registration 
card furnished by Portuguese Police. 

These documents, returned to Paris with FBI 
Laboratory report dated 6/18/68, have all 
been returned to the original contributors 

/; ) and they were requested to retain them for 
j I,., -

f ·· ~possible future use if needed and copies were 

/ f e-
1

-~~ .,,'ll '2-6:,~/, ~etain;d by the FBI Laboratory . 
. ,,_ 

l - " 

5 - Bureau 
(1 - Liaison Section) 
(1 - Memphis, 44-1987, Info.) 

1 - Paris 
NWP:eim 
( 6) 

AIRTEL 
REC-34 1968 

/ 1o\'i .· 
'C· \>. 

App~ed: -------------53AU G 2 Q196~ecial Agent in Charge 

Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 
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• ... • 
PAR 100-2082 

3. Paris LHM dated 6/13/68. / 

4. Paris LHM dated 6/18/68. 
// 

V 

5 . Paris LHM dated 6/24/68. 

6. Paris LHM dated 7/1/68. 

All of the above material may be furnished to 
Tennessee authorities for official use in connection with the 
trial but the information should not be released to the public 
domain unless necessary through normal judicial procedure. 

- 2 -



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ..,.. • • 
FBI 

Date: 7-29-68 

Transmit the following in---------------------------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ____ A_i_r_t_e_l ___ _ AIR COURIER 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

,, 
-~ 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

Legat: Ottawa (44-4)(P) 

MURKIN 

ReBUcab 7-24-68. 

There is set forth below a list of reports received 
from the RCMP in this investigation, all or any portion of 
which may be made available to Tennessee authorities. The 
items are listed in the order by date they were forwarded to 
the Bureau. 

Description 

Report RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 

Report RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 

Report RCMP Sub-Division, 
London, Ontario 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 

Report RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 

Report RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 

Date of Report 

S:.\ 

4-18-68 

4-19-68 

4-18-68 

4-22-68 

4-26-68 

5-2-68 
Report of RCMP "C" Division, <:-.,~' 

--~"\:·' 5-3-68 
Division,~/ 

Montreal 
Report of RCMP "C" 

Montreal 
Report of RCMP "C" 

Montreal 

· ~-7-68 
DivisioAl>CC-3 ··· . ·m;. -13-68''. ,, 

Report of RCMP Sub-Division, 
Quebec City 

Date Sent 
Bureau 

4-22-68 

4-24-68 

4-26-68 

5-6-68 

5-6-68 

5-17-68 

5-17-68 

5-17-68 

5-2~-68 
-....~. " -.. 

· .5 - Bureau (1 cc - Liaison Direct) . .. ~ 
·.• 1 cc - Memphis (44-1987) 

MLI :jhc 
Approv~cf: ) ___________ _ 

, 1S~ial Agent in Charge 
.~~00 

Sent _______ M 
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.... • • 
Description Date of Report 

Report of RCMP London, 
Ontario, Sub-Division 5-14-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 5-16-68 

Report of RCMP Detachment, 
Windsor, Ontario 5-27-68 

RCMP "A" Division report, 
Ottawa, Ontario 6-1-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 5-27-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 5-28-68 

Report of RCMP "A" Division, 
Ottawa 6-5-68 

Report of RCMP Sub-Division, 
London, Ontario 5-30-68 

RCMP Headquarters Criminal 
Investigation Branch letter 6-13-68 

RCMP "C" Division report, 
Montreal 6-7-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 6-7-68 

Report of RCMP Detachment, 
Hamilton, Ontario 6-6-68 

Report of RCMP "0" Division, 
Toronto, Ontario 6-13-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 6-13-68 

Report of RCMP Sub-Division, 
London,•Ontario 6-17-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 6-14-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 6-17-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 7-4-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 6-28-68 

Letter from RCMP, Toronto, 
Ontario, to Ontario 
Provincial Police 7-16-68 

RCMP report from "0" Division, 
Toronto 7-12-68 

Report of RCMP "C" Division, 
Montreal 7-9-68 

Date Sent 
Bureau 

5-24-68 

5-24-68 

6-4-68 

My telex 6-4-68 

6-7-68 

6-7-68 

6-7-68 

6-11-68 

6-13-68 

6-17-68 

6-17-68 

6-18-68 

6-18-68 

6-20-68 

6-21-68 

6-24-68 

7-8-68 

7-15-68 

7-16-68 

7-19-68 

7-23-68 

7-25-68 

It should be noted that enclosures to my airtel 6-3-68, 
may also be utilized. These were(a)Kennedy Travel Bureau letter 
to Passport Office 4-17-68; (b) application for passport executed 
by Sneyd 4-16-68; (c) Statutory Declaration in Lieu of Guarantor 

- 2 -



• • 
executed by Sneyd 4-16-68; (d) Passport photograph attached 
to application by Sneyd. 

- 3 -



( Ed. 4-26-65) , 
Form DJ-150 • • ' lJNi°'~D ST A TES GOV .t:R1\JMENT 

Memorandum 
To Director 

DEPARTMENT m;ff It,~::Sj 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

DATE: JUL .:; ; 1968 .. ----

FROM f/( Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attar _1ey General 
Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: Assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

, 

This will acknowledge yo'Jr memorandum of July 26 1 

1968, titled as above. 

It may well be that Mr. Canale, the State Attorney 
General of Shelby County, Tennessee, will wish to examine 
Items 1 and 6 listed in that memorandum. I would doubt 
that he would have use for the other material, but would 

1 appreciate it if you would make known to him its availability. 

I spoke to Mr. Canale several weeks ago, and he 
indicated to me that he would soon commence trial prepara­
tion. A substantial amount of the evidence which I am sure 
he will want to produce at trial comes aboJt through the 
intensive FBI investigation into this matter, as well as FBI 

.· laboratory work. I would suggest that it might be timely 
I 1to have Mr. Jensen, SAC in Memphis, contact Mr. Canale 
I 1· to be sure that he is aware of the scope and extent of the 
j I federal _investigation and to proffer him whatever assistance 
1 he reqmres. : . 
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Sunday 
July 28, 1968 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I just finished reading an article entitled 'The 
Greatest Manhunt in Law Enforcement History" by Jeremiah 
O'Leary of the Washington Star in August 1968 Readers Digest. 

· I was appalled at the amount of evidence against the suspect 
that is revealed in this article. This certainly does not seem 
in keeping with the tight security usually practiced by your 
bureau. I am as anxious as any American citizen to see that 
the likes of this suspect are brought to a speedy justice. In 

f view of the fact that this man has not even been brought to trial 
I it would seem to me that this article and the information in it 
[ refering to the F. B. I. would be termed very predjudicial. 

I hope you don't feel this to be a crank letter, as 
I am truly concerned about the article. Could you please take 
I a moment to explain this to me? 

Sincer__!y 

Vernon Hill 

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Hill 
622 Garrett Street 
Brawley, Calif. 92227 

COPY:nm 
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Tolson _Ii~,_ 
Deloach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 

Casper __ 

Callahan __ 

• 

1y1i· / 

lVIr f V ern6n Hill 
622 Garrett Street 
Brawley, California 92227 

Dear Nlr. Hill: 

• . . 
✓ 

y: 
August 1, 1968 

I have received your letter dated July 28, 1968, 
and want to assure you th.at the FBI did not participate in the ·­
preparation of the article by Jeremiah O'Leary which appe~s 

,Mr..Tolso _ 
., eL,;tnch .. --

~o' -· , 
~~~~~ . 

Mr.d~--
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad __ 
Mr. Felt __ _ 
Mr. Gale __ _ 
Mr. Rosen __ 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tave! __ _ 

Tele. Room 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy __ 

in the August, 1968, issue of "T'.ae .a.eader's Digest." Independent 
investigations made by news reporters do not, of cou;se, have ~ny 
connection with official investigations conducted by the: FBI. · 

> 
Since James Earl Ray was one of our "Ten .M.ost 

'Nanted Fugitives," the FBI did issue biographical and descriptive 
data last spring intended to aid in his apprehension. Ali of that 
information conformed to the guidelines laid down by the Attorney 
General and was approved by the Department of Justice. 

The interest which prompted you to write me con­
cerning this matter is indeed appreciated. 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Rosen 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar H,)ov,-1•· 

NOTE: Vernon Hill of Brawley, California, is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The article to which he refers deals with the identification and apprehension 
of James Earl Ray in the Martin Luther King murder case. O'Leary's article 
consists primarily of previously published material, together with information 
furnished by the Canadians and British to representatives of "The Reader's 
Digest. " The article is not attributed to the FBI. 
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- • August 7, 1968 .- - • · 
GENEAAL INVESTIGA.E DIVISION 

This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The attached is in response to our 
inquiry of 8-1-68, concerning the memo of 
Mr. Vinson of 7-31-68, giving us authority 
to furnish documents to Mr. Phil M. Canale, 
Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County, 
Tennesseee, as given to us by British 
authorities. This memo of Mr. Vinson was 
not clear, and he advised on 8-1-68, he would 
send us another memo clarifying his memo 
of 7-31-68, and respond to our other memos 
requesting him to advise us if he desired 
pertinent investigative reports be furnished 
Mr. Canale. 

We will disseminate the reports and 
will advise Mr. Vinson in writing that this 
is being done in accordance with his 
instructions. We ar.e obtainiUE.: information 

9 :requesfea oy Mr. Vinson 111 wcument No. 

a1nva1srinort of. New Scotland Yard and will so .a v ~Mr. Vinson. 

REL:hw 



'PAR1 MENT OF JUSTICE 

TO Director DATE: 

Fed,~ral Bureau of Investigation 

FRoMf= Fred M. Vinso:1, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Di vision 

144-72-662 

suBJEcT: Assassinatio:1 of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

This is in further referen~e to my memorandum of 
July 31, 1968, and my telephone conversation with Special 
Agent Long of August 1, 1968, concerning the pend:i.ng state 
prosecution of James Earl Ray. 

I assume that SAC Jensen has had an opportunity 
to contact Mr. Canale, the State Attorney General of Shelby 
County, Tennessee, and has apprised him of the scope· and 
extent of the federal investigation. · 

1 
This will authorize you to release all results of 

1 your investigation to Mr. Cana.le which are relevant for 
trial purposes, provided yoJ have determined that such 
release will n::>t disclose the identity of confidential informants 
or confidential investigative techniques. This cooperation 
is dee1ned to be in the best interests of justice. 

This will also acknowledge your memorandum of 

\ 
August 5, 1968, titled as above. This will advise that the 

, report obtained from New Scotland Yard may be disseminated 
! to Mr. Canale. 

In connection with Document No. 9 appended to that 
f report, I note that "Sneyd 's" possessions, as listed, include 
! one Barclays Bank slip in name of Sneyd. I would appreciate 
i being informed what sort of bank transaction is repr~sented .r 
! by this document. /,~/> · . ~/~ / ,(:,J:._ -~---,·~~ , _,_,__~:':) 

\\~' 
'-' EX-100 

t4 AUG y,_1~6& 
/ (_ I '-..). 
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,,,. • 
Kr. Fred JI. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

• 
August 8, 1968 

1 - Mr. Long 

~ ASSASSINA11 ON OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

ti-\\\ ;, 
In accordance with your instructions contained 

in your memorandum of August 6, 1968, we are disseminating 
the following reports to llr. Phil JI. Canale, Jr., State 
Attorney General of Shelby County, Tennessee: 

,MAILED Z 

AUG 8 1968 
COMM-FBI 

Tolson __ 
DeLooch __ 

Rishop __ 

Casper __ 

Callahan __ 
Conrad __ _ 
1-'e!t __ _ 
Gale __ _ 

Sullivan __ 

Tave) __ _ 

REL:cs 1 
(4) ' 

Report of Special Agent Henry A. Snow dated 
April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama; 

Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated 
April 17, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee; 

Report of Special Agent Alan G. Sentinella 
dated April 18, 1968, at Atlanta, Georgia; 

Report of Special Agent Leroy W. Sheets 
dated April 18, 1968, at Los Angeles, 
California; 

Report of Special Agent Stephen M. Callender 
dated April 29, 1968, at New Orleans, 
Louisiana; 

Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated 
April 30, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee; 

Report of Special Agent John L. Puddister 
dated May 2, 1968, at Jackson, Mississippi; 

Report of Special Agent Howard H. Rice dated 
May 13, 1968, at Newark, New Jersey; 

Report of Special Agent Raymond B. Howe dated 
Kay 15, 1968, at Kansas City, Missouri; and 

Report of Special Agent Raymond B. Howe dated 
June 14, l968, at Kansas City, Missouri. 

: _,.. 

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO:,~ 
i 

Trotter __ 
Tele. Rooni _ 
Holmes __ 

Gandy ___ MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 
e": r_ I\ Pr 2 ° 196(; iJ0AUU .1,..., O 
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' 
Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 

We are also providing Mr. Canale with the original 
documents provided to us by the British authorities in 
regards to the extradition proceedings of James Earl Ray 
and the most recent report of New Scotland Yard. 

NOTE: See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 8/8/68, 
captioned MURKIN, REL:cs. 

- 2 -
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o,TIOMAl ,o■M NO. IO 
MAY 1962 f0ITION 
05A GfN. U:G. NO. 27 

,o, o- LAo 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

• 
DATE August 14, 1968 

ATTENTION: Mr. Pollak 
FROM Director, FBI 

su~ECT ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Reference is made to 
(your file _____ ). 

There is enclosed one 
a memorandum 

Birmingham 

memorandum dated 

copy of t~i/ti~ittl~t/Z~iifit 
dated 8/12/68 

A. D This covers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken 
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. kXXI The investigation is continuing and you will 
be furnished copies of reports as they are received. 

C. c=J The investigation requested by you has now 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in­
quiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. [=:J Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart­
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department. 

E. C:J Please advise whether you desire any further in­
vestigation. 

F. [=:J This is submitted for your information and you 
will be advised of further developments. 

G. [=:J This is submitted for your information and no 
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re­
quested by the Department. 

H. CJ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no 
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 
so directs. 

Enc NOTE: In a conversation between Mr. Stephen J. Pollak and 
Special Agent Richard E. Long on August 9, 1968, Mr. Pollak was 
informed that in view of the fact it has not as yet been 
determined if Federal process will be dismissed, we are alerting 

NOTE CONTINUED - OVER . ... 



• 
NOTE CONTINUED: 

the Birmingham authorities of the threats made to Donald Wood 
and in view of the fact of the Tennessee authorities 
prosecuting Ray on State charges, we are also notifying 
Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby 
County, Tennessee, of these telephone calls. Mr. Pollak 
advised he did not desire any further action, however, 
he would desire that our Birmingham Office apprise the 
United States Attorney in Birmingham of the calls and the 
fact that the FBI is coaducting no investigation. 
Mr. Pollak also stated that if Mr. Wood further informs 
the FBI of any threatening calls received by Donald Wood, 
they should be channelized in this same manner. 

- 2-
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Date: 8/12/68 

Transmit the following in ---------=--~--------------, 
(Type in plaintexl or r:odci 

v'ia _ --~A~I=RTE=L=---- AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

I - -------------------------------------------L------- -

I 
I 
I TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P) 

MURKIN 
CR 
00: BH 

Enclosed are five copies of letterhead memorandum 
suitable for dissemination, setting forth information 
received from Mr. BOB WOOD, owner of Aeromarine Supply 
Company, Birmingham, Alabama. 

Information contained in this letterhead 
memorandum has been furnished to Chief of Police, 
Birmingham, and Sheriff, Jefferson County, Alabama. 

c. c. • Bisno1f 

(3)- Bureau (Enc. 
2 - Birmingham 
NPS:epg 
(5) 
J-. <. L <.b_ .. :.t.-~;: 'li---V , ol H-f '--Y 

~ 

EX-100 

I 
I 

-----
.2 AUG 14 1968 

r 
/ 
! 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

RE: 

Birmingham, Alabama 
August 12, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
Civil Rights 

"''"'--.. 
On August 9, 1968, Mr. Bob Wood, Owner of 

Aeromarine Supply Company, advised the Birmingham Office 
of the FBI that he and his son have been receiving 
threatening telephone calls for the past few weeks, 
especially since an article appeared in the "Birmingham 
News" u .. nci.e..r Tom Lankford' s byline wherein he indicated 
that Don Wot>d was to be the government's principal witness 
in the trial of James Earl Ray. 

Wood stated that since the publication of this 
article, his son has received several telephone calls of 
an anonymous nature wherein the caller states, "You will 
not live to testify in this trial" and "You will not live 
to go to court." 

Wood stated also that earlier this date one of 
his employees received an anonymous telephone call from 
an individual whom, she believed to be a Negro, who 
advised that he was a member of the "Black Pamphlets" 
(presumably Pant hers) which was "black power". The caller 
stated, "You'd better stock up with sawed-off shotguns 
because we are going to burn you out." 

Wood indicated that he did not fear for the 
personal safety of either his son or himself, but he did 
want to make these threatening calls a matter of record. 
He advised that he had already reported these calls to 
the local authorities. 

ENCLOSU~E 



RE: JAMES EARL RAY; 
REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
Civil Rights 

• 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 

2* 



FBI WASH DC 

449 

• 
FEOCAAL WlfAU Of IN'1£Sf!CATION 

U. S. OEPAAHUffT Of JIJSTICE 
COMMUNICATION SECTION 

AUG 12 1968 

1"ELETYPE 

PM URGENT 8-12•68 DJM 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44•38861> 

,( 

FRON: SAC, SPRINiFIELD (44-561) (2PP> ,./ 
'. 
J 

- t _,· 
RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUST TEN,, , /·, 

, LAST• 

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF•s OFICE, 

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLIIOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVE, INSTANT, 

DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELl[VED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT 

FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE, 

ILLINOIS. HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED QRIIDSTAF, ARRESTED 

IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLllTOCK. RIZZI ADVISED HE WOULD 

OBTAIN ALL THE lNFORMAtlOI HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF 

AND YURIISH IT TO THE FBI. RIZZI ,uftTHER ADVISED THAT 

WILLIE LEE HAS Al APPOINTNENT WITH THE P'iJ.~l.C DEFENDER, /!/ __ . 
ROBERT TRONE, NADISl_tl COUNTY COURT HOUSE~- ON ~HE l~J181; . 

OF AUQUST SIXTEEN, IEXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN. 2.2. JAull 14 '\:}OS 

. // 

SPRIIGFIELD VIU AttiltPT TO INTERVI£W WILLIE l '!_ ~He~ 

EID PAQE ONE 
/ 

53AU G 2 01968 
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PAGE TWO 

MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON 

AUGUST SIXTEEN, IEXT, AND VILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING 

TO DELMAR 8RINDSTAFF. WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP• 

MENTS. P. 

END. 

QM 

FBI VASH DC 

X 
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FBI WASH DC 

FBI SPRNGFLD 

540PM URGENT 8-13•68 DJK 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861> 

1.J -~ (if fl.CJn ~,r'f :J"' 
!::orv1IVIUNlC:,: ,:-

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44•561) lP 

MURKIN 

( 

• 
. , ' 

;1 
t > 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWELVE, LAST. 

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO GATHER 

FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES. 

HE ADVISED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AI-R- IN 

THE INVESTIGATION OF THE BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON. 

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND OTHER 

ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU ADVISED. 

AIRMAIL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT TO CHICAGO, 

MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. 

COftff: LIN£ 4, WoRD~"Tr~-~e,-":'~,..-~· 

REe-1 
END 

ll AUC 15 1968 
JTM 

FBI WASH DC 

6 7 AUG 2 6 1968 
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• 
SAC, Phoenix 

'""J,,, 
~ 
~ 

Director, FBr (44-38861) _..,,.-

• 
August 14, 1968 

! MURKIN 

"--------------- ,,,,,•' 

OJ 
Li.. 

~ 
2 
0 
(.) 

Enclosed you will find two copies of a Departmental 
letter dated August 9, 1968, together with two copies of 
its enclosures. 

You should wit~ three days of receipt of this 
letter interview Waltef""1:'rurnby, Box 552, Bisbee, Arizona 
and conduct appropriate investigation from the results of 
the interview. 

Based upon available data no information recorded 
in Bureau files regarding Walter Brumby • 

. 6 
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