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FBI WASH DC 
_/I 

407PM URGENT 8•19•68 DJM 

ro,AS'i'RECTOR, FBI C 44-38861 > 

FROMs SAC, SPRINGFIELD C44•561> 

,,.'l/-

. - PIURKIN 
...._ ___________ _ 

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST. 

• 
I 

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN 

UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE 

JOHN MCCLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTQN'AND DELMAR 
) 

GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN 

ANO TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF 

ON THAT DA TE. REC- 51 / . ; _ /, 
' .. 

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT 

CONTACTED KIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEE WHEN HE ATTEMPTED 

TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUI~:;gJJ 

END. 

LPT 

FBI WASH DC 

.r. 
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TO 

FRO~t 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 
• GSA GEN REG. NO. 27 • S0l0-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. Mohr 

N. P. Callahan,).,·. 

• 
DATE: 8/20/68 

' ., -----

Sl'B.JECT: MURKIN - COST DATA 

In connection with our investigation concerning the death of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., there is set forth below the estimated cost to 
the Bureau through the close of business July 31, 1968. /.-f, 

i 
J _) .. 

(· 

i 
1 

The total estimated cost is $1,271,178. A peak of 3,075 field'· 
agents was assigned to this case and 5,380 hours of unpaid overtime have 
been performed. Bureau and personally owned automobiles have been 
driven an estimated 475,510 miles. 

ACTION: 

None; informational. 

1 - Mr. De Loach (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Mohr (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Rosen (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Callahan (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Bishop (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Martindale (sent direct) 

WCJ:bjg 
(10) 

( 

44-38861 

~EC- 51 7 /, I., 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



t \ \' 

• • 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UPFLrT 

J. IU LJTii JR., HG 39 
Ro,IaCJT11733i7 
tUUiZD4\Y, APRIL 4, 1968, at 6:00 P.M. 

BT: LT. J. D. 

RR G. B. Incident (Citieen'• B4 io) 

Pate;A7rll 13, 1968 

On April tO, 19(3 I was detailed with T31 egant Harley Gytfo, and aur 
, follow up on and check out certain people that were present at JUIt' 

in the aicrnoon of April 4, 1968 prior to the shooting. We spent .he 
to locate thce people, and at 1:20 p.m., Icnt cy1fa was contacted by 
al1 his ofCice. When he returned to the car, he stated that we wcre 

Center on Winchester, and we would find a wAle white pork1 
Prv3 Store, ind be was described as being 5'7' tall, 140 lbs., 42 y. 
striped ort-sleeved sports shirt, and wearing khaki pants. Ile 
Fairlane puinted beige. ite had inforeUon with reference to an erUc 
the pper April 10, 1968 in regard to a Citizen's Band Radio. 

a CrUL, air;  
r fj 

.o 
n (r4 

'. • t 

e arrived at 1:35 p.m., and saw the above described car parked in .fr'c. 
Dru3 Store at 3217 Winchester with the above described mlo white j. .: 

Aa we drove up, he appeared tm be very nervous and stnred atMn 
look at us, a1thouh it was o ,ious he had seen us. We pulled per y c. 
away from him and parked, and in a few minutes he got out of hie cr Ar.41 - over rr,4­
Gott into the rear scat. Ho said the reason that he waa being so crofu1 ' e tt he 
a union xMthcr, having been employed for Eastern Airlines, but was now on a dibiUty 
pension, and since the sanitation strike and the different uniono' participation in it, 
he was afraid that eonxone would see him and misunderstand his intentions. Ile atate4 
that his name was Eueno Lkith, ZJ 42, of 3876 Bishop Bridge P4., ph. 363-3254. he anid 
that his aunt, flr.. Enic. Hewlett, FW, of 3440 Harding, ph. 327-7062, had called him cn 
etated that a man named Woodrow Franklin, hJ 45 or 46, who lives at 3436 Uerding, col1c 
her approximately 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. on the night of April 4, 1968 and seezcd to be oLtc1 
over the fact that Martin Luther King had been murdered, and made numerous comments about 
it, and she told him, "What an I supposed to do? Clap my hands r" And she hung up on him. 
Re further stated that his aunt did not know about the murder of king because she did not 
have a radio or TV. 

After he read the article in the morning paper on April 10, 1968 with reference to a 
police officer allegedly having chased a car and then denying it, and that a C. B. radio 
operator was also involved, he rel3embered that Woodrow Franklin was a C. B. operator and 
he might have been the party referred to in the newspaper. 

1r. Smith was of the opinion that the C. B. operator was driving a white Mustang with a 
U. B. radio in it, and that the C. Be operator was responsible for the murder of King. 

We proceeded to 3-436 Harding and found that the house is situated on the north aide of 
the street, with a C. X. antenna attached to the rear of the house. This antenna is 
cocuonly called CU-2. It was noticed that the house seemed to be locked up, and there 
was no car in the driveway. 

At this tir t sure whether or not a C. B. operator driving a tutcng was not 
involved, Alld ue uniting for &. Franklin to return home, we checked in the 
neighborhood and at 3:00 p.m. we talked with ita. H. H. flrooks, 1064 National s pho;:o 
323-0252, as we noticed a C. D. antenna on the south side of her home. Upon talking with 
1k.. Brooka, she otatod that her son, Donald F. Brooks, 101 16, did own a 23 channel C. B. 
radio, bet that she wo ac ha woo not liatcninZ to the radio on April 4, 1968, as he 
very rarely cvir turned it ou any orivo, as the nQwn L3a had uorn o2Z and he had other 
interests now. About this tima hor son, Donald, cane into the houao and h aiao related 
that he had not liatead to his C. B. radio Eon sometit, also he was vz tehing television 
with his perents on the r.1-he Uftg uae murdered, &nd this was verified by ka. Brooke CA 

We again ch'ck44 the residence Of Woodrov Franklin's on i1trdin, and th.o 
t henia. M.4 4c*5.4 ,., wlfiAph, a U - td itWtlier * nto tha U. B. iuciden, aa 

myeelf or tent cylie was too familiar with thti entire incident. I contacted Ia. 117. J. 
traouer, VW, residence, 4749 Marcel. ph. 68'-9a91, by phone, as I knew thrt the 
hr4 were avid C. B. fans and had owned a C. B. radio for a nurthcr of y . 

&l lcnn that her son, Janios 6trz'wer, who 1; a fire nrthall, r4 r' 

tno owned C. B. radio.. In taULn r:h ts. it vcvr 

tUd not ;ar the conversation th't had token pLnc- o t4n C. L, rio 4, z , 
had not bard anyone mention it on the radio ance that tio. She eaid to check vtth 
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P. 2 $UPFLEM?T #  (Dr. t*rtin Luther Kin W*rder) 4-13-68 

her son, Jnr?fø Sr.rsuor, or hnr daughter, ltrth,; Zin1eton, end her hurtwn4, J. W., * 4 
they idght be able to phd come light on this incident. 

At 3:30 p.m., April 10, 1960, wo went to 1261 Wellsville, where we wtre tdmitted by 
rtha Citeton, Ft1, ph. }1U 5..1130. Elie stited that they do tnve a 23 chcrno1 C.B. rrio 

and Lilac t.ay etnd by on channel 13, but on occasions will o to thr dre1 to c..ill 
and talk with a friend. She raid that on Ipri1 4, 1968 between 6O0 rn4 ljOO p.(i., re 
was monitoring channel 13, as there was a lot of ectivity bec,uoe of th ctth of 
Luther King, and the would occasionally change to another channel to e A F vI: Lif"l 
Information could be learned. She was contacted by Suzanne Irtysct, who rri I trr; to 
her police monitor radio, as well as her CD radio, and durini the convcreaj.cn 
told her about a car that was being chased by a mobile Citizen Dri i'to ox.tcr, cr 

that thi was taking place on channel 17. She said that she hung up & - r'4 

her cr radio over to channel 17, but by this time the chase wta aprrntiy all 
as she did not bear any of it. As a matter of fact, the channel was vcty oiij rt. T - i 

no one talking. She further stated that she then contacted her brother, I'I' n 

fire marshall, James Walker Strasuer, ph. 358-9382, and he told her thrt h' 
channel 17 listening to the CD mobile unit chasing the white kjostang ; 

have been driven by the killer of Martin Luther King, but due to the f'ce thie. srji). 
ui that was close to his house was talking on another channel, oni 1i- ovr 

onto his channel, he was unable to read all of the transmissions from the mobile unit 
following the )lustang. 

At this time the husband of Martha Singleton, J. W. Singleton, came home from work and 
in questioning him, be stated about the same thing that Nro. Singleton stated, with the 
exception that he had received two phone calls at different times from a male whi te 
identified himself as Ray Keisling or Kaisi2r, and that he represented a national m Lno 
from New York and wanted to know if he had been monitoring channel 17 the night or evening 
that Ztrtin Luther King had been killed, as he wanted to talk with someone who had heard 
the chase of the CD mobile and the ?bsteng. He also told }. hing1eton that he was a 

local photographer on an assignment with a national magazine, 1. Singleton stated that 
he told him that he did not hear the chase, and that if he had he would give his informa-
tion to the police department. 

}lr. Singleton further stated that Don O'Dell, the manager of Glen Allen's Radio Co. on 
Poplar at Lauderdale, had also received several calls from this same man, seeking informa-
tion pertaining to the incident on channel 17.- It was also learned that an employee of 
Glen Allen's Radio co., Rodney Link, was thinking about, or rather had gone toa-1awyer -  

for advice because of an incident with this same photographer--reporter, as he had gone 
onto Link's private property and attempted to get into Link's automobile to take photo-
graphs of his car. Link owns a Mustang, but it is not white (Link was checked out by the 
lLovxicide Bureau,as his name had come up in the investigation, and the investigation proved 
that he could not have been at the scene of the crime, as his alibis checked out.) 

I then contacted Janes Strasuer in the fire marshall's office, ph. 323-8511, and he 
stated that on April 4, 1968 that he was at home and was listening to a pottable police 

monitor radio, and that after hearing of the shooting of King he was reasonably sure 
that there would be trouble and that he would be called to duty. While listening to the 
police monitor, he heard the chase of the CD mobile unit and the mustang from the police 
dispatcher, to he got on his CD radio and began doing from channel to channel until he 
reached channel 17, and he heard part of the chaae. However, duto a neighbor who is 
also a CE operator and was on another channel and was bleeding over on him, he was unable 
to read enough of the transmission, to understand what was going on. 

Agent Gylfe and myself returned to headquarters (Police) where we were just in time to 
get in on the beginning of a staff meeting conducted by Inspector N. K. Zachary and 
Captain Cochran. Dyring this staff meeting additional information was learned pertaining 
to this CD incident, and also learned that Lt. J. L. Harrison, who is acting as Coordinator 
in the office on the King case, had several Memos that had been called in by citizens 
pertaining to this incident, as well as a letter from Lt. R. W. Bradshaw, who was car 160 
on April 4, 1968. 

Atter the staff masting, a male wt4ta came into the office (Homicide) and stated that 
his name was William Herbert Auctki,and that he was the CS operator who w;aa r4rsiatina, 
It. iradshaw on April 4, 1968 at Hollywood end Jackeon. Lie was asked to wait PIh.0 

r'*& the e' totters that Lt. Harrison had in regard to the nd found 
k`iAk, i4 " '*tPan by IR. Pr.haw on Afrtt 6, 19h L140 nwe of 4ure1fl 
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P. l SUPPI..Dmltr I _____ (J>r. Mar tin l.utbor xtna i~ u:cler) 

and ntl•ttN.1 th~t on Thun·•.'.,iy, .Apl'il 4 1 1?6,1, 111t appr~j~s:ely 61l:Q p .. a,, UP. w0~ tu•vnlic.~~ 
nol"tb on llolli··,:)od Juot eoutb of JnckPon Ave. when• 1967 C.hg,nolfl't Ci1011~ll• c,;.;-\.r-n .. thl;,i, 
1i1!..lita ovor rlid• 1968 T~nne"n~• licen~• AS-5124, blew the hol'n and "'.QV~fl ll1111 to tl,o p, r.;::..r-J 
lot of LoEc•b '• Ltundry at JackeoD & Hollywood. Thia male "bite• t.ho lAt:.or idcnUf ic:-d hilil• 
•elf •• W.UU.am Hubh~rd Auetein, Kl 22, of 24 I. Montuom.nry. ph. 276-CY186 1 h.ti,1 in hi.,a ___ _ 
8'..,;;_.: ,:.L1 ~; ·, ~'.:.,> .. 1 s Z.,.;.i,J r~dio ,&nd at thie tirJlll ha w.a,i tal;rJ.n:1 ta Qo;-::ia o,.m:.'7:i,;n c,1.lg 

111Jbject and requested that be rela7 inforcr.ntion that w,H rec2ivcd by bitll !rorn an,,r·lur 
male white in • blue Pontiac which vaa followlna • white MustRr\J eagt on &u.:,.;:-,>111' fi·o:r> 
~hland at • high rate of ■peed. Auetein ■tated that the Pontiac'• f.;'9~d v~ricd from 
7S to 90 mil•• per bour. on different occaa1ona Bradeh.law could be.i;ir thie otiwr c.nr t~lk• 
ing, ■ tatina he wa1 ■till following thia white H..latan.g •••t on 6ummer Ct'ou> t.'uril'J, f.n-d "'t 
tbia time • hiah 001•• cona1■tina of atatic 011 the radio kept him froaa un<'iif-''C''lt6ilrrH,v. ,Aul 
conversation between the•• two automobil••• 

Bradshaw further IUted that UPoD receiving the information from ALJJ tf.'1.n thQt IA ,_.:,!."e 
Muatal\i wa■ being fol loved •••t on Summar from Highland. He asaociac11·-d thi.e ,,.',ito l'. .:.r.J~1-.n;; 
with an automobile that vae eeen going north on Main £t. near the erea of ,-:h1:;i·a l'~rtin 
Lutber Ung waa murdued. 'lhi• information waa aiven to the Di spa tchr-r, snd tlio :t'.l ?,td1:-:ur 
began to dispatch police ~r• toward s~r Ava. Cara 42 and 36 we::" • ~krcd to r, 1• ll r ,;·t.::i., 
and car 44 and otba ~r• to pull north. After ■everal minute■, thia w?1i::4ll Brnt"r~; "·~-, 
•ll?Po•ed to be turning north on H!ndenh.11 frora Sunmer. After a eli:;ht delay, it v..ia 
veat on Macon, then oortb on Well• Station. the next legible co~ication l heard froa 
the blue Pontiac, he uid he va■ going north on Jackson toward• the city limite. Tue 
Dia patcher had ear lier placed • call with the aheriff '• office for them to copy thia 
information. At Jackaou a. Stage ltd. tba blue Pontiac atated tnat thie white NJ,stana 
want through the red U.gbt doina 95 mile• per hour, ■till going north on Auatin Peay. 
To the beat of b.ia knowledge• he hud4 the Diapatcher adviae that a aheriff •• car vaa 
auppoeccl to be at Jack.aon a. Stage Iii.cl. and th.at tbe7 did not aee • car coma through thia 
interaectioll at that rat• of 1peed, or flttina that deacription. 

Lt. Bradshaw further relate•, th.t •• th••• car• were auppo1ed to be continuil'l)J nor th on 
Au1t!n Peay, the lavel of noin on the Citizen'• Band radio bl-csme ■o intenee th.1t Al1&1teiD 
could not bear the blue Pontiac talking, and aaked for other Citizen'• Band oporatora to 
relay thie information to him ao thet he could pa11 it on to the police that were With 
him, aa thia ■uhject -1toul4 be checked. At thi• point Bradshaw relate■ that be hel.lT"d QO 

unknovn ule aubject come on the radio and eaid, "Let him go. as thie may be the •ubJcct 
that .not Martin Luther King." Several time• durind the chaae Bradshaw related tb~t ha 
aal\,Qd J.uatQiD to contact the blue Poaaiac and aet • licenao nwnber, but it appeared t~t 
the Pontiac coalct not clo•• the diatance between him and the Muat•lli ao that he could &•t 
a licenae nw::ilier. Some place between Raleigh and th.• road that leada to the Memphi ■ Naval 
Air £tatioa, the Munang vaa SUPPo•ed to be epeeding 95 mile• per hour, and etuck • j\lB 

out the Vindov, aboot1n.g backward• at the blue Pontiac which va1 follovina. 

Dr"dlhav related that the la■t 1nformat1011 received from the blue Pontiac: vaa that the 
loc.ation wa■ ~uatiD Pea1 Highway, and the road leading to the Naval Air itation. 

William Aumtein atated to Dradahav that the legal output on hi■ ~ticen'e r..&nd radio 1• 
1ur,;>,;>acd to be 5 watt ■, but t~t he i• running 60 watts, which i ■ illeual • but not en!ur .. :ed. 
~bile ,till at Jack1on & liollywoocl, Austein stated that the information received fro~ 
another <,;iti&en '• iand opttr.ator revealed tbat t.he blue F<>ntiac ■igMl vaa gcttirta etror~;er 
in.»tcad of t,ett1~ weaker, "'7hich would tndic&te d1.i.t 1n1tc.:ld of so111.J away, be ahould bG 
com.1.og toward• him. Rredtibaw further related that he could not &et the information !re, 
/1.lll'ltein •• to who the other male white waa that 1tatod hi ■ aig~l• were gettina stron;er 
inate-d of vuker. Auatein fu.rtber atated tll■ t he ti.a helped th• police on aevaral 
occaeion■ by getting information on l)WJ. '•• llockl••• Driver a, etc., and that be felc thi• 
information ■bould be • •tter of record v1th th• police • 

.A copy of Lt. Bradahav'• letter i• hereto attachu aod ••lf-explanator7. 

1n Memo l'lo. 39 ■'1bmitted by Lt. J. D. ltlaic in reference to telepbone information r~i.rditli 
CD operator folloving white H.aatana, Lt. HJalo reported t~t on Ihi.ireday, April 4, l'..'~ 
tbet Lt. McCacbr~n received• phone call frg~ • male white wbo identified bir.:l.$~1£ ~~ 
&. L. Ouincey, pn. 276-0643. "'1ancey atated to Y~C:1c!.lren tbat no wna iaonitori,.G hiti: n:d.llo 
•nd overheard another CB opffator call !or eomeona to makG • plloL\G \;;,&11 !"r hin,, C.'l,:-.n~.~Y 
enaiwared hi■ ~11, but ba4 clif"iculty re4llcllng bia transmieaion ,ind ,u.kcd fo,: t;om<,•,w~ t--> 

relay th• Daa■aa• for bia. 11 .. 1 Auetein, anotber ca opg-c•t,,r, enf..'\~gr€ld Cb~~,;.:~y•9 rQ(;u.c~~t-~ 
Between the t.bree Cl operator•, J.u•tein, "'1ano•y •n4 th• un~"41 up.:rr•tor ("""i~ .... 1 11 
lattbtieul) a QODffrNtioD tbac co11•1•te4 of ui. 41r•ction of • white MuatQn_; MnJ Q bh,~ 
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P. 4 SUPPLn>Ui:ltT I -----
'66 Pontiac a'l"\ld ctt t0in event• that took place. 11,e unkn,nm or,("'.rator in t.hfi> hlug rant:1~~, 
r~ported to J\•1'-1t~in anAi Ch~nc11y tlUtt be w:,,a enuth on rr'rtor.:.y, thi;;n en~t "n h,ll .-:i::-r oci,;_.; 
thi• Must,0n3 at • hlah rat• of epu1d. Ihitt unknown opcral.:or ot v,iriou~ U.t(l,'"'O durinJ ti:i.,;i 

chase would report hi• po■itlon to 7.Auitein, uho in turn "-'ould relay thi1 in!orwation to 
l,:hancey. The chan,, continued east on Sumrr.r to Groh.not, then north on (;rahaaa, eventually 
£n-Hn:"J, up rm .T:• ,::•.v.,;;n /i,Vf>:. Tho cha•• thnn cont:lnued f'Oll\t on .J5u;kt:1<,tn ,~'111 th,. u"''~nr.r •n 
opc:::ator '• leu: r6'po-rted polition vaa aoR11ewhor• on Auatin l'ea,r hi6hw-ay ri0TVJ. of th! 
llclleiih city limite. 

Lt. Millie contacted Mr. <llancey by phone April 6, 1968 and he et•tM b1~1c~Hy ttv~ AA~ 

story aa he had rflpoTted to Mceachran on April 4, 1968. lle add~ thut he h!'cl no ic'f·1e 

who th1• unknown CB operator vaa that waa chaaing the white Mletan3. did P0t roco;-:"1,•? b~:;1 
voice. 11nd could not aay that he hl!d beard him before. He reportrd r.hllt th~ u:r 1·n•Y.Jl\ n.r,c .. ~~t•;;r 
at no time ueed any n,a ty.,. of call aign to identify hir111el!. 1T. ch,;n,,.,.,,~ ,., H~d a n,,-·. -it' 

of titne1 during the ch,ue involvina thi• unknown operator, variou,ii Citirc.-u' •5 ~·!,sl "'P( l'n-::c;.~:;, 
ttled to get thl• opet'ator to identify himnelf., witb negativa r(!lt,ult1,11. }~. ch,mrri:, .i1,~-> 

furnished Lt. Muic: with 8111 Auateln'• hC>ma phone number, 276-0986, ,ao tlult h11 l',.1:),.t c .. U 
him for an interview. 

Lt. Music'• report fu~ther 1tate1 that on April 6, 196~ that h~ conta~ted Au~tein aniJ ha 
rE~Jrted sa~ thet he waa at Jackson and UnivQraitJ with hie mobile CB r~dio on and hDd 
heard an ~nknj~-U CBer report that be wa1 north on Parkway, then east on Su.moor, follo~ina 
• ~i1ite Mu1t~ng o,cupied by three mle whit~• at a high rate of apeed. Auatoin 1tntcd that 
it wat 6: JC ,.m. w~n he heard the call, snd varioue times this unkn:>wn oi:)orator would 
r£;>ort hie poai:ion, east on Su-iuner to ~aham, then north en Gra~~, somcho._. r~:,chi113 
~ck.ton, then east on J.lckeon throuah i4leigh, and tne operator wa1 l~st heard from ou 
Austin Peay highway. The laat tranemi1sion ~d~ by th1• unknvwn operator was that onQ of 
the thrE:e IDl:lle white, in thi• Mustang h.d fired • shot or two at his niJtorlk)bil<!, knockin3 
his windshield out. matein etated that he wa1 eastbound and during the du1se he tlag~ed 
a aqusd car do1'"1l at Jackson Es Hollywood, h6d this squ..1'1 car ttand by while they talk,,J witb 
thir.: unknown o;>crator. He told thi• unknown o~erator that he waa now With the Police 
D~?artment; however, no re~?on•e in r~zard to needin3 the police w~s 3iven by thi, operator. 
!h~ unknown operator continurd to report hie pogition, but did not aak to send the palicQ. 
~"htn the unknown operator reported that hip ~indEhiald had been knocked out, it was offerc-d 
by .\uatein to &end the p◊lice. but the operator would not rE!sj:>ond to wh£:re he ~31. Al&tciD · 
wa1 of the opinion that thie unlr.nown opt-r11tor w~• baildil\'3 .a h-~u £nd w~• r--,t doin1 as be 
was rep.>rtiO. over the 11ir. He further eddr,d that nt1merou1 times b.11e stations Po'!ierful 
en0u~h to transmit anywhere in Shelby Co. trit'd to •~eiot this unkn.~wn opsrat?r; novcvQr, 
tbiu o;,crator would eay everythina but where he na .at that time. The unknown oper~tor 
continued to report e changing p,:,sition and after the cheH/ elll'3ec.Hy ended, no one beard 
from this unlmovn opcretor again. Austein at~ted he did not recognize the voice, and had 
no idua who he might be. Be fur tlu!r r~por tod that at no time did the unknown operator use 
1,ny t:,pe of call letter• 10 that be mi&ht be identified. A copy of Memo No. 39 1• hereto 
attschcd and eelf-explanatory. 

After reading the abovo letter and IAl'RO, l interviewed WilliaM Hubert Austein, MW 22, 
residence 24 •• K>ntgomery, Apt. 103, pb. 276-0986, em.>loyed by Clendenin lleatina 6a 
Air "-Onditioning Corp., ph. 2il:~862. He 11tated th.ttt he WR■ a licenaed CB op(,n11tor 
imd that hi• i''-C call letter& were IcDM-8637. He further •t~ted that he owns a hli&e etation 
(boa.a unit) an4 a aa,bile unit, and truat hie baee atation ia located at 24 N. Montgoilk..~y. 

He related that un ;.pril 4, 1?68 et s~ OC p.m. he w.?11 st home and that be le!t there at 
app-roximatoly 5:40 p.m. lie stated that he drove in hia car that ha■• CB mobile unit in 
1t, from his apartlicnt to Zayre 's on Poplar. He r~uained there until approximatoly St 5S p.a. 
lie thc,n drove from Z8yre'• to carlton'• Eaao Service Canter on the corner ot Madison 6a 
Bellevue. .Aa he ax-rived .at the 1,uvicc etatiQn, the announc~went b~d just l>ec.m mnde on 
the co~ :cial radio atation that Martin Luther Ki~ had been ehot. He vaa there for 
a;,pro:r inately five minute•• and returned to bis ap.utme.nt. &e left hi• apartment at 
ap~rox!tn.!ltely 6:12 P••• to travel to the Steamfitter'• Local No. 614 on JackEon Ava. near 
~'-s'..;i~ul. While enroute out Jack■on, e,Htbound, ar.&t ae he tMad just pasr.cd Sprin.;idalo 
ii. .;.cicson, which vaa approximately 6: 30 p.aa., and was m>nitoring on channel 17 on at·ex 
a CB radio, he h.sard a request from another robile unit for a land line (phone) to tlle 
police department. Thie C4111 wae enawer~ by a ba1ae, etation, who replied that 11$ would 
immedi.ntely call the police Gd in..tuired of th• nature of t.h• ~l.l. 

matein further at.ated tMt at thie time, becauaa of the ■kip (rlldio inter f('l'.Qnco dug to 
atmospheric coDditiona) they were unable to m.uintain contact with e&1ch oclurr. the m.)oit. 
unit t~t wa• callina for belp waa evidoutly very cloau to bi• lo~cion beceusa he waa 

.. 
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puttir,a a hizh readina on th• eignel atrenstb "'"' on hie ca redso. He •t111t,J--i tht)t be 
tolil t.h1• m.:>hll• that be w.11• c:10111• to hi• elld ~d Jwtt apotted • police car (lf)d would 
reLil7 bi• m&1i.ea• to the policehln. 

He furthu •t•ted that the unknown mobile CD operator ""• chasing • white l1Aetsna o.aet ou 
11\tcr:to-r Qrd th.at th~ occupant• of tha Muauma were ref!lr,i.,nBtbl• £or Kina •a Ul.Urtler. ll.Q aaid 
h1a kdtf. .. .:,1 t',-.l f\:>-H.v~ ~, to pull ln t>Qt.J,do hill\ in the p..id.ina lot of. J,,"'u'• L')l.:'•ll-Q ~t 
the intctnction of Jackaon & Hollywood. lle told the police licut~namt \.!l10 wna lrivin,; 
the car that be waa talkina to a per.an on the radio vho claiw~ ho waa follo\Jlini i:v;.. •• 
n1rdceTm-. the lieuten.tnt told him to call tllia poraon ag.iin to deter&liM hie prca:;(',It 
locat.ioii. V.. ulled to thla mobile unit by Nyina. "tt>bila that 1• cl),Qf'.il1~) the 'loJhH:e 
l'tntanJ, lih.at i• your pre1eat 10•20 7 (location).•• He r~pliacl that ™I t· · }• opproacbir--3 
lli.ghland oD Sui..-...r Ave. at a high rat• of epe~. lie related tbia 1.n!orw.ation to t.b@ 
Po lice li~ tenant, who relayed thie to hi• diopatcher. th• Ueutcn.ant t0ld him to aw~., 
ulk.i~ ":.» the man ao that ve would be cooU.nuouely informed •• to lo~•tion and ti1r6ct1flA 
of lll>V~nt. .At tble U.11111 be atate4 that be loet contact for a few 8Qc;ond1. 

After calling bim aavaral Ume1, he vaa finally able to reDd hia tranami•don. lle ,u.t;.c.J him 
wb.at type of car he wa• driving ao that th• police voul.4 easily identify hil.ll wh~n tnQy G'-iil 

bi■• Ile replied wt be wee driving a 1966 blue Pontiac and that the whit• Yia~tar.;; w.as at 
tl\at time exceeding 7S mil•• per hour, and that they bad Juat turned north olf from &~r 
IN••• and 1ave the naue of tbe atrHt tbat be could not recall at present. 

Be furtber •t.ated that at tbta ti• there ••• eoma confueion •• to bi• direction from thJ.e 
point bec&1.1ae enothel' CB baae 1tation tried to break and doubled With the mobile unit. 

the not transarlellon th&t be could rud fxom the O\Obile unit atated that he bad turned 
llOTtb and that he wa approaching &alaigh on Jacltaon .Ave. Ivery tranrnadon tlult h.e vaa 
able to read, he had immsdiatel1 relayed to the lieuten.nt in the police car beside bim. 

-

~ortly aftu 1tatil\3 that ba va ■ approaching I. llaloiab, he atated that be had juat paascd 
Stsge Rd. on .w1tin Peay Highway 804 that he va ■ being tired upon by th• occup;anta in the 
vbit• ».J1t•Ilfl• He aaid hi■ apaecl at th11 tima vaa in exceaa of 100 mile• per hour. 

Be further stated that be aaked him lf it vaa poeaible for hi~ to sat the licenae llWlMM?I' 
of the Y.astano. Ha replied tl1&t he wae afraid to r,et tht1t clo•• becau■e 1evcral ahote bQd 
alre~dy been fired at him. On hia I.et tran~eeion ha &tated they had Juat passed tho 
lU.lli~ton exit, and the liaatana wa• gain1rta oD _him even tllouub be had tbe Pontiao "flat o"t•" 

H.-a further at&tcd that be called nia ■everal morca timea, and vben be waa uiableto raln _____ _ 
bim. another ac.tion ■tarted calling bia. requeatina hie call letter, and bi• location. 
lie Nid •• far •• ha knGw, there vcr• no other tran1mi•aion1 froa the D)bile unit at tbJ.a 
ttrae. 

Re further ■tated ~t he did not kno• tbe identity of the Cl opuator 10 th41 lllObile unit 
b.&t it wa■ noticed t.het be va• heeitant 1n danyint. w. identity of the other operator. 
He 1uted that there waa ap,ao:d.matel7 J.ooo Cl operator ■ in M&Gpbia ao4 poa1ibl7 th41t many 
more th.at ae 1111Ucenaad. 

Be related that there vaa no doubt in hi• inlni th~t thie all~ed chase by the CB 80bile 
o;;,erator wa1 a hoax. He gave •• hi• rea ■on for believi~ d1ia, •• aeveral thing•, on• bel113 
tniat there w.aa not 11.llficient tim:t for tbia person to trav•l the cliat4ince th.it ~ had st&tN, 
alw the l.aac two or three tr11ne:ni•idon1 that t:hi1 person i:u.]de :.t1ow~ no ~h.:.nx;e of si::;r..al 
atxen~th on hi1 &•meter, ea would heve been the caao if he Ii.ad bfien roovirt& evay fro:a hi~. 
Thi ■ ir.ti~ted to him that the unit DJSt have stopped llOVi~, .and tu~t hi• 113nal s.trctin.,1tb 
il'.dic.atoo to him that he could not nave bcl?n at far aw:.y .,. ha cl~i~. Further. the ~illW 
diac ti. :.u1t€.'d that be hsd tUl'ned north off from Sw:11:oor Avi,. • nia Gi~n.il stt'ertuth w.aa very 
weak, and th• short timo thereafter• •t appro-xim.atcly the time ho re~rtoo th£;t be w.as 
t1.aru.r~ n.:..rth of.f from Jackson Ave., hia signal strer.;;th beuuoo hi~hQr. (Note: It h...la ~n 
l~rwd froG talkin,\ with C£rroll 64at.cllfield, roo1o and W rc~irc:an, .wnd conis.'jidcred .an 
e:.<?Ut. 1n tiAe iield of Citiceu'a JQQ4 and baw operator•, tll.it due to the fact that '-'u1tein 
~•• aitting aide by d.de with the police 5quad ~r, that every time tbe aqw.d c&r would 
swke a tr6namiaaion, thl• would cauae Al.lst(l,ltn•• <.:B radio to do •• he ha• indic.ntcd "bove. 
l'urtnor, that the mere fact that blJ&ijlU b4t1naa were m:,vina about bia car, thia would al.oo 
c.au•e hi• &-meter to fluctuate. •• baa beeo 1nd1cated by .&uateia, pl"• tho tact that on 
thi• elate tbe ald.p (ra41o interferenae) oODditton "•• bad.) 

••t•iD v•a •aJced co apt.la what he meant by I-meter, an4 be atatcd that an s~u.r on a 
ca radio indic:ate• the relative atrqth of •n lncomioa •!anal from another unit. lie uiJ 

.... 
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that be t-"•d a tr•nai ■t•ri■ed Laf•yette .52.5, 23-chaunel radio., "11th • Rucitlff •nt,:,mua 
mounted on th• l•ft r••r fender of hi• car. (Notes It iJJ a hs1hit o! ~ ll cr··r o th.?.t h~.v~ 
i·~~!tQr ■ on their rftdioa to check thie conetantly while receiving tr•n~mteeion, •• it i• 
• habit among CBer• to aak one or another what reading they are puttini on the S-m..1ter .) . 
He waa aakecl if be checked hie 8..._ter ~hen be firat heard th4 call for a ■ ei ■t•nce, and 
he ot.tit•o.d th lilt he d:i.-i,, imd tht.1t it vae rQSi•tering alQ.lat •• hi~h •• it Po•Sill bly could, 
lthicb ia a 30, and chi• indiC411ted to him t~t th•. unit_ auat be very clo•• to ht.111,110.yvhcre 
from 150 ft. to approximately two block• at the 1110at. He Niel that after the i•at tr'1oii•--------­
aiaaion va• ude bJ the unknown mobile, be Dotacl hie &-meter again and received• re641na 
of over 15, and th• modulation wae atrona and clear, which indicated to bi■ th•t tbtt unit 
INI a DO lk>r• tha two mil•• away. 

Be further related thQt durina the chaae, and obaerving hi• 8-meter, be••• of the opiniou 
that th• 100bile claaina the Hu1tans ~a• in the northeaat aection of Mctophi ■ and that be v~• 
familiar with that part of the town, and sapecially when ha atated that be ••• DO?'tbbow;..i 
on Jackson Av••• •• vuy fev people, other t~n tho•• wbo bad lived or live in tlMat ai-e.a, 
•• met p.ople refer to it (Jackaon Ave.) aa beina •••t and veet. 

Aa &tat•d prnioualy when que■tionina Auateln •• to the poaaible identity of the pareoo 
respanaible for tbie hou, be appured to be hesitant and showed an indication that he 
at lwat had• auspicioo •• to who thie unknown CB operator waa. After explainin~ to 
Hr. Auatein the aeriouanaa1 of the offen■a conrnitted by the unknown CB opera to,:-, plus the 
fQ~t that thla incident would give CBera a black eye aa far aa the general public wa1 
concerned, ho finally atated that ~• did have a person in mind that could av have c.us~ 
this incident, but that be only knew bia l••t name and where he vae em?loyed. H@ rei.•,.::t.intl7 
at.ated that ~1• person'• natle was Feriuaon, employed by Ben J. Mlillone Co. as an ep;->rentic• 
ate.am.fitter, and th•t be belona.ed to &team.fitter'• Local lb. 614 at 3754 Jack90n AveJ. • 
which ia rigllt beaide Gregg School, the Nme one that~ belongf:4 to. He further atatoo 
that leraueon h.sa a Citizen'• Band radio in hi• car, the aame type a1 hia, and that hia 
car i• • blue 1966 Ford. He had• rea•on for being in tbia general erea at eppro~im:.tely 
lhe time the tranem:111lion1 were made, becsuas he vaa going to the Steamfitter•• weal 614, 
at 3754 Jackaon Av•. and vaa due there by 7: 00 p.m. Further• because hi• I/. CD antenna 
is on a trunk D)Unt on hi• car, which would mka hie aignale directional, in other word11, 
when he transmit•, the signal will be atronger in one direction truan in any other directioD. · 
l1le antenna ia mounted 1n the center of the rear deck on an adapter that faetena into the 
front crack of the trunk lid. Thia Will cau•e biaa to throw bi• atrongeet &1811411 sttaiaht• 
forward; hia weakeat aignal will be to either •ide of the car, and hie ■1gnal to the rear 
will be ot only IIIOderat• atrenath. 

Ha furdler etatecl that if Fnguaon bad been traveling eastward, or ea ■t on SummEr, end 
turned left 1111 or north, hia aign.tl would have dropped because ot the directional proporti•• 
of th• antenna. Wleo the 11111n vho claimed h@ was ch11aing the Mustang stated that he w.as 
turhing left (or north) off SWiner Ave., hia aignal strength did drop to the point that be 
had difficulty copying ,om.a of hia transmiesiona. The last two or three transmiasiona 
that the man made, hi ■ signal atrenatb remained con•tant or ateady. .According to the 
broadcast he waa making, which vaa going •••tout of town and away froaa him, bi• aignal 
atrength should have been vult and droppina quickly, but instead, remained coDltant and 
atrong. lie atatecl hi• s-meter indicated lS or over, which indicated that he could noc 
hav• been a>re than po11ibly two mil•• from bia, and •ittiog ■till. 

He suited that after he left the lieutenant at Hollywood & Jackson, be proceeded •••t Oil 

Jackson to the Steamfitter•• local building at 754 Jackaon. When he arrived, he NV 

Mr. Ferguson'• cu parked facing •••t near the Steamfitter'• building. He bad alreacly &one 
inaide. 

When be arrived, be vaa queationed by bi■ tn•tructor, Mr. &Sward M:,rgan, •• to vby be vaa 
late. lie told hia in tha preaence of aeveral otbor apprentice•, lcrguaon included, that 
he lu.d been relaying 111format1on fro• • car that claimed that he vaa chaaing King' a murderer, 
and that he could llOt leave the police officer until he lo•t the mbile unit signal. Ho 
said that at tbia time Mr. Y.argan became very angry at him for attempting to help the 
p0l1ce kai locate King'• murd"lrer. He eaid Fergu&on vaa atanding very close to hiai, also 
appeared to be v,rry QDgry at him, •• were eeqeral othor apprentice ■ "'•;.) had overheard the 
convarsation. Feraueon uid to him. ''Vere you the )ne tbnt I hesrd in that me~~ on 
clu1nna l 17 7" He told Ferguaon that be wa1 the ono attamptina to rc,l.Jy tne in'.~:>rma::ion t~ 
the police. Ferguson atated that if he had any ••n•• at all, he would have bolpad tho 
white Muat~ng escape. J.uatein told him that he tu.d to live With ~1• cona~iGn~a and cbac it 
be had it to do over qain, be .-ould be forc:.N co ,o •nythi:r1a ba oould to ~id in tho &....D 'a 
captm-e. 
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Au1tein then •~•tPd that Fergufk>u then Dtdft •ev•r•l de~o;,•tor7 re"'.1,.!}~q ,~.th• effect 
th~t be w• • eturid fo-c btt lp:\11a the police c•tch the IR,.?U who h~d pH J'orrt\l?d * put;iUo •6rv1~•. 
llJ,., inatru(:tor (K>raan) and 8QV•l'•l othfl: apprentice• alao ~de •1mllar reulsQrke. 

•u•tein atated that he dld nc: .-- Ne Ferguson again until apprnl{iinately 4.5 adnutoa J.Qcer, 
wbf'.n t.hny W(ir~ d:t,,..;.,l.fH1'1d e4-rly boc~ua:e of the curf~v that h!Ji!d h~.;in calh:d. i,.e'"'~ .tnd ___ --=-~-

Ftral.• '"'"' "'.1,:~ l, u\;i,~)s the buildins. be called to i•er~uooa '1,..J told bia th:nt a.(tct" h~ got 
into bi• car and tw.-ne4 on hia radio to call him on the rsdio, •• he WelDtf'..d to fH,'C ho~ 
hia ID.)bile aounded. He atat•d that tbia 1• • common practice alDQna Cf,,1r~. J,,3 they talked, 
he lwgliln a v113ue a1aoc:lation with hie vole• and another that be had ho1.rd but could rt(,t 
place inmadiatel7. Ile atated that lt waa the next ••1 before be reeli.:~ that h4 b.Qd 
ae,-ociated rargueon '• vole• with the MD who c:.lainecl be waa cbaaina th• white K11~t~na. 

Be further •t•ted that from Hollywood & Jackaon where ha vaa tranamittina and r~ceiv-jng 
information from the CDer that waa chaaina the white Mu■t•ns to th• &tC'nmfitter •a un:.:..,11 
hall at 3754 Jackaoo ia approllimataly two mile■, and that the unit in Ferguaon 'a ci.r 
would put about U on hi• I-meter. which Wli ■ the readilli that he vaa aettin_ from the 
1110bil• unit. He atated that •• far •• be knew. Ferguaon hacl never lived in that area, 
but be waa not aura. an.I further, that be believed that Ferguaon bad a comp•a• mountGd 
on hi• dashboard and lf FergulOD waa the guilty party and had referred to hi• comp••• from 
the podtion that be vaa parked. the coapaaa would have lndic.ted north. 

Be atated that be regretted that thi• incident ever occuned. •• the CBera in Y.-2mphia 
have bad an acellent reputation with both the police d•partoent •nd the eitisena •• they 
were alwaya "Johnny on the apot" ill an esurgGncy, 11nd he ii afraid that aince thia incident 
haa occurted, that lw enforcement agenci•• would be reluctant to depend on CBera in tba 
future. li4t indicated that be waa Juat ea intereated •• 1 in finding the party responsible 
for perpetrating thia hoax. He aa1urecl me twit he would cooperate in apprehendina tba 
party reaponaibla for thl• bou, but did eek, u.nce be wae not abaolutely aura, that 1 
uot aention bi1 ua to F•rauaon if an4 vbeo ve talked with bia. 

A written atatemant waa given by William Herbert AlHtein. the text of vhich b.ae pravioualy 
bean atated. J. copy of dli• autament will accompany thi• report. 

OD April 11, 1968 at 8200 ••••• 1 went to the 1)1epatcher'1 officer and ulked vitb Capt. 
Hick• Dowling in reference to the broadca1t that vaa on the air .April 4, 1968 between 
61 30 p.a. and 7s 00 P••• 1n rqard to the Cl incident. He &tat.cl thllt be had • tape 
rEcording that bad been taken fro• the or1&inal tape recording of th• brNdcaat by the 
diapatcher relating to thia incident. The tape vaa replayed by •• and tbe below 1• 
euctl7 •• it appear• on thi• tape, 

160 -
Di•P•tcher - 160 
160 .. We have one of the•• mbile unit• at JAckaon & Hollywood. Be atatea be 1• 

talking to some fellow folloWif'& • Huatana eaat on Suoaer --. fro■ lligbland 
~--- chat 1• auppoHd to bave ahot IC1oa. 

»iapatcher • Doea he have the Ucenae number 7 
160 - )lo licanH number • 
Diapatcher - 160 hae information from • complainant that • vhit• male 1• •••t on 

ILmmer from Hiabland. • white male •••t on sumwr from Hiabl4incl in a vhit• 
Mustang reaponsible for tbia ahootina. 36,· 42 pull down, 28, •ubJect la 
exceeding apeed limit eaat on SU111181:' from Hiablaal. 413 location. 

413 • Poplar & Hollywood, 413. tiQa 
l>iapatchu .. Pull up to White ltatiou •• IUIIIIIIII'. 
413 • o. L , 413 • 
1>1apatcher • 415 
415 - Have a car pull up to White ltatiOD • SIIPIMr and it'• •Ul)po ... to be • (luudible) 
156 • 156 It. JoNph 
l>iapatcher - 4 U, you •• being cut out, it'• mppo• .. to be • blue .. 
160 • Ea ■ t OIi Summer fro■ Waring. 
Di1patcbff • .All car1 at.and by, 160 repNt. 
160 - 'taat OIi (inaudible) '56 Pontiac. 
Dir~tcber - 160 1 you're atill beina cut out. lepeat. 
160 - 160, that'• north ou MencleniMlll froa Suaaer, blue '66 Pontiac:. 
l>iapatcher - • blue '66 Po11t1ac, north oa Mandenball fro■ lunAar • nortb on Kendeobal.l 

froa ....,_ •• l6 
36 • 36 
Diapatcher • 22 
22 • 22 
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Pi~p.atdln- •· Blue 1ontiac north on Mendenhall from 5U!lUOI'. 
lC.O -· lvO, thi• car 1• •reeoina over 6l 11111•• per hour. 
l>i1patcbt,l'-• 160, adviaing that thi• car apeedina 7.5 Ill.le• pn- hour nortb on 

He rv.h!i.N 11 fr c,ia Su.ima r • 
160•• 0c-~uri11-d by tht"ee malo vhitoa, 160. 
D-i1?41tcher-•·nun:-a '• tbree white malae in the ~r, blue Pontiac, three wbit• aal-.111 

occupyi03 blue Pontiac. Ell"et,4103 71 1111•• per hour• nortb oa )ien.lenhall froa 
6urrrnar, and yoUT location Dov, 160 7 

l60-•$tand by, 160. 
415--415, put "• 011 that lll•t•na c.11, ve'r• at r.rkine end Walnut••·· 
Diapat'--°er -- o.K. 1 4U. MlViH that it ii • blue Pontiac occu.,ie.d by three •l• lihi.caa 

laet aeen nortb on Kendenball fro■ &unmer at a bigb r•ce of •P••• 
415•- o.L 
28-- 28 in aerv1ce. 
Diap.atclwtr --o.~, 2a. 6i 41. 160, •1 further 1DforutioD 1 
160--Speeding north on Jack90n oav. 
Diapatchar--lllua Pontiac auppoffCI to be DOl'tb OD Jackeon. iroa where, 160? 
160--oo the wey to Raleigh. 
l>iapatcher-•Subject c,n the -way to Jlaleiah POrtb on Jackson, Dol'th tovarda Ralaijb on 

Jackaon, a blue Pontiac occupied by three white •lea, WN e&&bJeoce are euppoaed 
to be v~mted for th• ahooting, 6:41 • 

:6--36, aek 160 if thi ■ coul4 be a blu. Pontiac c;onverti'ble. 
Diap.tciiar-•160 1 11 t.hAt • '"onvartible t 
160-•lt'• unknown. 160, at tbia ti.M. 
l)iap.it< · .u •-lt ' & unknown. 36, at tbi■ tl•• 
36--'"' .1'., 36. 
D-ia?i,ltcller-•G:42. 
36-•iaat on Macon, • blue Polltiac convertible occupiecl bf thrH •1• wbit••• •t 

Romer -nd Macon. 
»iapatcllar-•J6, '14Vi ■e• that tbi• loDUM uollftrtibl• Vitb eoae vbite •l•• lD it aolna 

weat on Macou from Homer. 
z~ --2~ 1r. t.er\·,~. 
I>ia;patcll6r••25 in Nrvice. 6s4J. 
160--160. 
giap.t~--,<;o ahe.d, 160. 
160-•Ihat '• a ~rdtop, he went through the light at Jackson and &t•a• Rd. •t 95 mi.la• 

po.: t.our , continuing Dor th on Auatin Peay. 
DiaP41Lcilel:'--l6-0, a.lvieini that thia ia a blua ?ontiac bQrdtop th2t waa aeen northbound 

~t Ja~k.on and St&ge epproximatcly 100 mile■ per hour. lt'a a white male in a 
blu~ Pontia~ pr~eding north at Jackson and Stage, at~ bigb rate of apeed. 6:44. 

l>iapatchar--160. l)o yot.1 bave a coq>laiNlllt with you there 1 
160--I llav~ a ~bile unit talki.ng to tba mobile unit folloWina thia ~r. 
l>i1p.t\;her--6her1ff '• PQJ)'lrtment advi••• that tbe7 have bad tbat block up there an4 

dido 't •e• DO PoDtiao at all. 
37-•(inEa\.lf.lible) 
Di1pai:char--o.~. 37. 6,4) JQCJ06 
44--44 in •~vice. 
Diipetchor--44 in service. 6t45. 
160--160. 
Diapatchcr-•160. 
160••1601 thie whita Ht.astang 1• &hoot1D& at the blue Pontiac following him. ffiey shoulir _______ _ 

be goin~ out Audtin Pe•J• 
Di•patcber--160, adviaing tbe blue Pontiac 1• ahooting at the vh1t• Mu•t•na folloW1D&r• 

tbe wilite Muatang hae • citizen' a band-~ follouino thil blue Pontiac &<-'1118_ on=-..,,o....,u ... t ........... __ _ 
A&J•tin Peay. lhe aubJect 1 ■ firing •t the white Huatang. 

160••160, they ar• approaching the M11U.ngton Ji1d., that road that ao•• oo into ch• baaa 
on Auatin Puy. 

l>i&patch¢r--160 e.d¥'1ain~ that they are approaching the Millington Rd. that ioe• into the 
Naval b&■e, the blue Pontiac ia firina upon the vbite )ldtana. 'Ih• white !llatana 
ia • citizen'• band unit. 

160·•160. corr•~tion on that, the lil■tQna ia ah,.;..oting at ttwl Pontiac. 
Di ■patchcr•-All car• correction, 160 advlaina that the whit• Kuatana, thi• 1• • white 

r"A1atana that 1• firlna at tbe blue Po.it1•c. The white Ml.Iatan.; 1■ firina at the 
blue Pontiac, approacbtna tbe HllUaaton road tti.t aoe• to tbe laval ban. 

l8 ••38 1D Ml'vlc• • 
Diapatcbn••l8 iD Hl'Vln. 6141. 
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P. 9 8UPPLEMJi.1r? f _______ (Dr. Martin Luther ICt.ng 1-urdu) 

lt i• to bit note~ that the tiM element involved in thle ch~&e, •• f•~ •• tho Poli~• 
~r:1rtmi.nt la concerned, or when the Police I>oportroent bec~ma involved, wa1 fro111 
6:36 p.m. to 6:49 p.m •• e time lapM of thirteen minute,. 

On Ihurlday, April 11, 1968, at 12130 p.m., l"Bl agent Harley Cylfe, (,.,u.1a to tho Homicide 
Office, and 1 broL'3ht him up on wh•t bad tran•pired since I last SAW him, and it vna 
~recd tlult Ferguson, who I bad learned to be Robet-t Eutiene Faguson, 't"-' 25 1 1016 Peabody. 
Apt. 4. ph. 525•1613, eq,loyed Ben J. Malone Co., 223 Poplar, ph. 526-8437, and waa · 
work.i.Ci on the Shelby Co. Office Bui ldtng at Second and l\>plar. aa a ateamtitter, ghould 
be quaationed at tbi■ time. We proceeded in IT. Gylfc'• FBI c~uieer to 223 Po?lar wnfil°e 
~e se~rched the area, thinking th..,t be would park hia car in th.Rt vicinity, aa where be 
waa w.,~kiog waa only a &hort di&tanc e away. W'llen ve could not locate hi• c&r, v-111 tho 
proceeded to the Shelby Co. office bu1ld111.;i, which 1• under conetruction at 6'-lcooo & 
Poplar, where we talked with It:. Jack Estridge, who 1• a bookkeeper tor i1'lrrnn Con• 
struction ~., the buildora of the Shdby Co. Office Bilildir..~, and he 1tat,1d that 
Forguson wa ■ working on the twelft.h floor, and that he would aend £or him. In 1evQral 
minute■ Ferguaon walked into tho bookkeeper'• office where we vei:-e val tin,;, ,md u;,on 
obscrviD.J bim, wo nQtod that be was approximately 6'1" or o'2", '1all built, with block 
hair, and when he walked into the offici he said in en arro3ant manne-r, ''Who vanta to 
aea 1H ?" lt is to be noted at thie time thait we bad found hi• car pii:rkoo in thta lower 
ooeccu:nt of lhie buildi~ and it wa1 • iinfl 1966 or '67 light blue t1o10-<ioor h.1rdtop 
Ford Gala~y 500. with Ionnes:;ce l1cen10 BP-2623, With tho coora locked. We ~l~o noticed 
" b.:ise-loaded antenna munted in the center of the car on the trunk. On looking in£ide 
of the car, we saw a 23 channel, transistorized Lafayette C3 r~dio •. We asked Mc-. 
Fer&uson to accompany ua to hia car. after idEntifyina ouraelvea, and when ve got to 
hie car, we as~..d if this was his car, and he euated very arroc.antly that it was. Ha 
then snid, ''\-.ruit '• thia all about 7'' We told him that we were investigating an incident 
involving a CBer, and he N:ld. ''Well, l haven't done anything. st He again aaked for our 
credentials. lie asked. before anaw~ring any questiona, ahould be have an attorney. and 
if be wa■ under arreat. 

Ha waa adviecd that he waa not under arrest, that we were inveat1gati113 • matter pcr­
taini113 to a CI3er •md hi ■ name had been mentioned. It w.aa at this time it waa noticed 
that Ferguson outwardly appe41red to be very calm. £elf-aaaurcd, but on close observation; 
it waa noticed that tbe aru around hie muth had turned white, and beads of perapiration 
were iormina on hie forehead. He waa again advised that he vaa not under arreat, and 
we asked for bia cooperation in cleari°' up an accusation that bad been aade againet bim, 
and aaked Aim to ac<.!Ompany ua to police headquarter•. 

He agreed to accouapany ua -but ••keel for permi■aion to ao back on the twelfth floor to 
get soma of hi• belonglna•·• to which we asreeci. OD hie return. ve then proceeded_-~~--- __ _ 
h.eadqUArtera. 

Due to another pr•••ina Mtter, ~•t Gylfe 414 not accompany ua to the Homicide Bureau, 
where he va■ taken and interviewed. 

OD l'hureday, APrll 11, 1968, at 11 U p.11., i.obert Eu&ene Fersuaon v•• interviewed and 
he •tatcd that hi• 1tep-father, c. r. Hardaway, KJ 49 or so. who had been married to 
hia mther approximately ten year a, reGidence • 338 HodJe• St., pb. (;L 2-3484 • wa• • 
C&!r, and had FCC l1cenee KOM-4395. and that he n:>nitora channel 11 1 and ha• been a 
CBar •everal yura. lLI atated th.et be, peraonally, did not have • licen•e to operate 
a Cl radio, but be uee• bl• father'• call number 1natQad. 

He eteted that be waa born ~-------~n Water Valley, Miaeissippi, and that 
bi• father wea Hua}l Cecil Ferguaon, vbo died in 1963, end that hie mother wae Audra 
l«w rergueon Hardaway, and that ahe bad married hia atop-father when he vaa in tba 
tentll urade. They moved to K2mph1a from Water Valley. Miasiasippi when be wa■ three 
or four mntba old, and be waa raiaod in Momphi• and finished hi&h ecbool at Central 
High. Re aaicl the only t:lma that ti. baa ever been out of Mamphi• waa atter be had 
fini&had hi&}I ~l, he worked in Helena, Arkanaa• for Sterlina .S and 10 cent• store 
end for a placocl called Doughboy. 

While in Balena, Arkanaaa, be Mt and married bi• firat wife, LeVita Sbenep, FW 23. 
and lived witb her froa 1962 to 196.S when they were divorced. No chil~ren '-'Ci"e born 
to them. Be caa back to Haq,hi• where be •t •Del married hi• aoc.ond wife on June 18, 
1966, Joyce Grqory, '1W 29, of hraon, TeDD., and thet they bad no children. 

... 
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P. 10 &tJPPLm-mffr f ______ (l>r. Martin wther liD& »larder) 4-U-68 

B.obt"rt I. Fffgu•on denied that he bed ever been arr••ted be!ort', but n,Jw.1tt'1d h1J,1ina 
recd ved tr•fUc ticket•, o1md bad been involved in ou. traffic accU~nt, but ~d not 
rece,ived •n7 type of citation tor the pa•t two yeara. 

He stated that he belonged i .> United Aaeociation (U.A) Union for the paat five yeara 
and t~t he belonged to LJca·1 No. 614 Steamfitter•' Union in Memphia. He aaid bi• -
average salary for forty hour• per week 1• $136.80. 

He further •tated that he aot intereated in tbe Citizen'• &ind radio throu~n hi• ~tep­
father, and bought hi• firat unit, which vaa • mobile unit, tllia past Qlrietmaa, and 
installed it in hi• car right nway. He said that he had not applied for bia CB licenae, 
that be waa using hie father'• call letter•, but referring to it a• a ~bile, which he 
aays i ■ le3al. He s.a1d that hie atep-father own• a Courier Royal 23 channel CB radio 
and that ha uaaa it on baae and mobile, and alao ovna • couple of walkie talkies. lie 
stated thet he does not have the lac111ties at hi a holQ& to put hia mobile unit on b.a~o 
and that he use• this radio for a hobby, for emergencia• ■ucb •• when he &o'-• on tripa. 
lie stated that be had had hia radio checked, and that it puta out three 4lnd one-iMlf 
vatta. He denied having an additional unit that would boost hie total output of vattag~. 

He atated that on l'hur.lday, Apri 1 4, 1968, he left home at 7: 30 a .m., arrived at work 
at 7s~0 •••• Ile worked all day, getting off at 4115 P•••• leaving lecond & Poplar at 
4:2~ p.m. He went to lllenburg'• parking lot on N. Second, next door to the Goodwill 
lndu1trie1 Store. lie then walked up to the 100 N. Main Blda •• vent to the 11xteenth 
floor, where be picked up hi• vife, who vorka for Croup Insurance of .Amer1C41. Ihey left 
thei-e at 4:50 p.m., went back to Goodwill Industriea, where they picked up a nut-door 
neighbor, Alice Raat. They then left for home et SiOO p.m •• arrivins at home at 5: 15 p.a:, 
and remain6d there until 6:20 p.m. He atated that he had to attend achool at the Steam• 
fitter•' loC411 No. 614, on Jackson £ve., ,incl at 6:20 p.11., he left out th• door of hia 
boma, and a boy downstair11 t1ho he think• livea in Apartment .s. NW him leave. 

He further etated thut Mr. J. w. Sallie, who own• tbe epartmont buildina. drove up in 
a green pickup truck, and they atood there talkina, when hia wife came o\lt the dooi' 
and Mid that she had been looking at TV on channel .S, and that they bad Ju11t announced 
th.t somebody had ebot Hartin Luther Kina. 

ile at.1ted truat Mr. Salli•, hia Wife, and the boy that liv•• downataira, diacuased thia 
shooting a few minute•, and he left going to echool, aa he hN to be there at 7: 00 p.m. 
He atated that ne attends &chool. ~encrally at T~ch a.s., on Tuesday• and Thur8'l~yo of 
eacb week, but on thia particular night it would be held at the Union llall. liu ~tated 
after leaving the houae 11'1 went east on v~nce to Linden. ca1t on Lindon to ~leveland, 
north on Cleveland to Union, eaat on Union to Union Extendt?d, then to W,ilnut Grove R.d. • 
continuing east on Walnut Grove Rd. to Holmee, north on Holme• to &'oad, eaat on Broad 
to National, north on National to Jackson, eaat on Jackson to the Union ball, wnich ia 
juat acroaa the viaduct &it ~tional Cemetery. When he arrived at tbe Union ball, he 
pulled onto the parking lot llnd parked his car facing east on Jackson. He atQted t~t 
thi ■ was co the \lest side of the union hall. He then got out of th• car "nd went to a 
friend'• ur, Phillip Spanola, and eav Johnny Maye and Frank Co ■cia who 1a bi• instructor. 
He stated that they talked about the ■booting of Martin Luther Kina and then vent into 
the buildina. Be e■tiaated the tiM of hia arrival at the Union hall between 6: 4.5 and 
6:50 p.a. 

Rob(trt Fergueon further atated tti.t ~ turned on bi• CB radio vhen he left the houae, 
,ind waa ~nitorin3 channel 11. He said that the firat time he heard anythi~ about a 
\.'hite ltJataD3, be waa on K8tional Ave. by • fruitstand on N.ational ave. between SUIImU' 
anc.i Jackeon. lie furtber &t:Qtecl tbat all you could hear on tho radio (CB) was about 
aomebody ahooting Martin wther ~ng. He denied knoWing on what exact clulnnel be 
heard it on, •• he waa chu.tn.tl-hopping (from one atst1on to anothor). Whea1 he firat 
heard ebout the white Muatana when be vaa on National, all he heard was/ 1$/ that he 
heard aoaiebody aay 80WUt.hi"- ~bout police chasing a Muetang. He aaid he could not 
remecber anythin,1 1aid, •• there waa ao much beina aaid abo\lt the aa1,1eaina tioD. (N.)toi 
It 1• coum:>n knowledge that w~en an emei:gcncy axiats on th• CB bend, and when a CBar 
finds out wnat cllannel thia emera•ncy exiata on, their f1r•t in1tinct ia to go to that 
ch411lr1Ql r"ld atand by and Uateu. 

Be aa1 .... that he •• on Union Ave. at approximately Belvedere when be first heard on hie 
~» radio abo~ the ahootina of ~rtin Lutb6lr Kiili. 

He then at,u:od, "Kon, you sot• ■c.ared to death. l think l nc·,: 11 lewyer. c •. n 1 
call my llll)thff 7" Be wae 11ven the opportunity to call hi& mother, ae he was not under 
arreat, but waa UIMlble to reach her beC41uae the line waa buey. He vaa aga111 told that 
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,. 11 SUPPL!MiN? I (Dr. HnrHn tutbel' Kllli ~der) --------
be vaa not ur.-d«r arr••t• and that be vae free to ao at any titM, but oo~n,-a h."K:1 w-1'1 .GD 

«.ccuution t.i~t be could be the party re~poneible for thi• CB inci(.,,-ut • ~r.d if ho waa 
innoc~nt, that l ahould have the beoafit of all hie knowled@• of tbi• incid.,mt and pe~?la 
tlMt could give him an •libi. 

Be then atated that ba vaa innocent, that be could not have been the peraon rcsponaible, 
&it:'l?lY bc.:i.F1J,J be cid not do it. He further atated that he knew of ona crier oainod 
Herbert .Ust:cin -who worka vitb tl1m and va• in tlle vicinity of vhere tbia incident took 
plac.e, and that be h4Wl overheard nim at the Union meetin& on the night t~t Kina wa 
D.ll'diared te111o; aomeona &0matn1na aoo11t a blue Pontiac cbaaiog a white ~t•na. He vaa 
not told th&t A1ateiu waa the party that aave ua hie nama. 

At the ti.me of thia '-Titing none of hie alibi• hav• been checked bevauae of additiowal 
information received ~t needed c.;bedd.Di in~iately, buc W.• alibi• will be cilac~ QDd 
eubau.tted on another supplement. 

on Thursday, April 11, 1968 1 the Homicide Office received a copy of• letter written by 
L&.. J. 'l. )larbry, ~eaaad to lna~ctor G. P. Tine• dated April 11, 1968, in refer,mce 
to information concerning W.tiaen '• Band radio converNtion. ~ttacbod to thia letter viiaa 
a handwritt~n atatemeDt !rora Mr. Carroll &atclllield, 196 S. woper, Ki 49, pb. Ba 5•SSSS, 
buaine1a addreaa, 196 8. ~oper • Carroll'• IV Service. 

~. Marbry reported that on April 10, 1968, be contacted redio e~ineer Groen at Armour 
St&tion to determine if ttle ~a call letter• believed to be KJi16410, heard on cnannel 17, 
rfiuatina to tlw chase between the i>onti.ic '1n4 M.latang on tnlil dey of King 'a 11aaassination 
C0'-11.d be identified. Graen adviaoo him that thia call number waa not familiar to hi111, aDd 
that tney w~• unkno\iln. Be auageated tb41t Marbry contact Ruse Hellen, CB ~nter • 1027 £. 
~ooks, pn. 396-6666, which ilaa • ca directory contailliaa thi• information. GrtMD further 
•utceeted th£t he contact Hr. Carroii iatdlfiild, 196 ,. ~per, p,h. Ba S ·SSSS, c:o~rDina 
informatiQD about dli• Ci cooverautuon. 

Lt. !'""1'bi'/ contacted Mra. Jwaa Hellen, vbo atated that the last CB directory they have waa 
iasU{:d for ~he year 19bo, and only want thro~h the call latter• KOH.3128. She aaid, to b• 
knowl~ ;, there waa no CB directory tor renne•aea printed for the yura 1967 and 1968. 

On April 10, 1963, at 10:30 •••••Lt.Marbry vent to Garroll'• TV Service, 196 a. Cooper, 
where be talked with Mr. carroll Satchfield. 

Hr. S.tcbfield &aid that be 1■ • CB and ham operator• uaina tbe ham call letter a, W40TJ, 
end the CB call letter a la>J0614. lie atated that hie Wife. aoo, and Harold "/Indy" i.Dderaoo 
,nd himeelf vue io the ahop area of hie firm vhen they firat heard • call for a•ai•tance 
on channel 17. Lt. Marbry then~ Mr. Satcufield to write • atate1De11t 1 whicb vae alao 
attached to thi• report and will be outlined uater. 

Mr. Satchfield further atated to 1.t. Marbry tnat wh&n he fir et he.ard of th• atoriee by tile 
newa "112dia, be did not recognise them to be tile ••ma ce>nvereationa that he overheard on 
channel 17 on hie CB radio oD APril 4, 1968. He •tatcd that be was tired of bear~ die 
rumor• a\>Qut thi• converNtion, and thought that he could poa&i.bly scraigbteo it out. __ 

ttr. S.tchfield aaid that ther• were five channel• aasigned by the FQ;;. channel• 9 throuah 14, 
11bich are for intercommunication between 1t1atione of other call letter•, and the. bal.nca 
~f tbeoe channels, 23 in all, •r• auppo•ed to be fur bu•ine•• firma to uee. lie etated that 
they hava uporienced conaiderable horseplay by younger people uaibi unautborizecl channela • 

. 
Lt. Karbr'y t"1'ther •tated that llr. ~tchfield said that be had a youn& per50n in mind wbo 
could poa81bly be responsible for tbia cODDUUication, but ha dilr~ not mention it because 
th1• peraon twa been 1.u hia &hop, 61Dd hia par.inti! are bia frienda. lie_ aoid that tbia young 
?er son vaa very aharp, and waa c.apgble ot carryina 011 thia type of converaation,and ba• -- --- --­
lone aomathi~ of tbia nature previoualy, but not tbia aerioua. 

~. Marbry further wrote tbat Jik'. iatchfield impreaaacl bilA •• beilli v•ry serioua-ildndad ____ _ 
about CB cotwunic.ation■, and did not appreciate the miau.sa by othera. He ■aid that he 
ilfOUld con■idcr Hr. Gatcbfield to be a reliable peraon, ba5ed on hi• converaation With him. 
l copy of hia latter will accoq,any tbla report. 

the ti.ndvritten atatement that waa attached ta Lt. Marbry'• latter given by»:. CArroll 
&atcbfi•ld Oil J.pril 11, 1968 at 10140 •••• pertailli.Di to tbe CB incident <>D April 4, 1968 
at 61 JO P•••, iD tbia etat811118Dt he at41tea, 
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•'I "•• 111orkii\1l in my ahop IDJD.lt..,rina th~ CJ Qu11nMh titlen va haard a cntl on Chnnnnl 17 
£1kio.g .for ••d11umce for anybody to c.11 the P.l>. • #1, they eaid they \rf;>ra in rarstlit 
of • "1hi te 1i.Jua~ out of town licen•0 plat•• occupied by 3 Wn' • Goina ,u1•t on Sum . .x1r 
from Pkwy •t a hiill rate of •P~ed. At t~i• time we tuok. field 1tramath m.:-.1unrre:w;-r.ts of 
•ta. aakio-a for aeaiatance. Our Ci&lcl stren3th ~Eurein.snt W3S 8.6-m.-:Hlubtion. feviation 
wQ• 92.6 (~ppro~) which mcana thia eta ~d hiab level aooulation. fl I am in ~Jrsuit of 
the ~ar that killed Dr. ICing. "bout that time aomeone (12) brokG in and aaid we have a 
pilcroi c4lr in eJ.aht • o.ar tbe Abwo Phez.a. Now we have etoppcd the patrol car. l'bw give 
u• the exact location. We will deaign.te the pureuing unit•• 11 - the citiz~n r•dio ur 
and police unit•• 12 and la>E3614 aa 13. No one gave any call letter• or aigna. At that 
time ,H ,ave the location Highland & Summer - high rate of 5?eed. fl ne:xt 1aid car 
tu:rnin.; north on Gr.iham from SummeT. 13 called 1n a1kin3 fl for Ul>r2 11p2ctfic11 about--
licentie nllWbor1. fl repeated he wae blocked at th• redlight and could not get close 
enough - could only tell it wa1 out of town platea. ~t tbia time 13 6ta noticed that 
there had been no d1anJe 10 c•rr ier level and no chnnge of modulation ~eviation QOO thia 
ia where I beg~n to suspect that Unit 11 b~d a fixed location (either fixed m0bile or 
b~•• location - not in motion). #3 unit a&ked for next location. fl unit uid goitf3 
north on Jzu.:kson thru Raleigt-. doing 110 UPll. That is wheTe 1 knev then that the 11 unit 
in contect had to be in • .fi~ed location. CJ called f"r location to fl - 11 re.pli~d. 
we are headin& north on Au•tin Peay Hwy and 1 (tl) e~ atill_llO M!">ll - about tbie ti~ 
i~ hollereci 1 am beir1g allot at - repeated twice • by ahotuun tind I wil.l have t~-tJUl)' back.,__ _____ _ 
13 Sta called and eakt:d fur vpr at& license & Identification of opr ot fl unit. 91 unit 
replied - oh no because of genQral situation I don't hnve to give my neme and call - enJ 
••id ue was now ~~6sing Old Hillin3ton airbase still in rm~ pursuit at 110. 13 @t8 reqWJ&ted 
•~me in.formation - sta licgnse number and name cf opr. with no reply. Repeated eame- on-e----­
ot.ltcr tieue. Il.e lase contact with unit fl - unit fl took the eema field strenath readinaa 
and uodulation deViation reQdinga and th~y were the aeme ae the first tranem.ts,ion -
8.G and approx. 92.6, indicating th• same ata 11 waa either fixed -,bile or base in the 
Vicinity of High Point Terrace. During tka thia time it sounded aa if 4 other station• 
e6i<e(! i£ tl:ey ~ould aasi1t. After my third reque&t for ID end no reeponse I mftde the 
rem.ark - ''Boye you won't hear hnymore from thst (~l)atlltion because he has not char13ed bia 
loc£tion since he atarted and bis carrieT level baa remained the eeme and hi• modulation 
baa not ~ed. I alao mild• r~marka to the effect th~t it va• e bcex or plot and per&OD 
ahould be proaecuted. 1 did not know at thia time that Dr. King vae lllll'der~. 

~ believe it vaa 10 min. one way or the other of 6: 30 p.m. when I fir.st he~rd the "11 
for assistance. 1 believe I have heard thia voice in per~on before but not over the 
radio aud do not krAOW this per•on'a'N.me. I believe thia pereon to be a iitM between 
14 ~ 19 yra. of qe. 

"#1 unit aaid be vaa 1D a blue 55 Pontiac • I believe thia waa uid when be wa1 at SWIID8r 
and Bi&hl&nd. 11m 

"There WQre no tranS1111s11ona at'1ting that thie blue Pontiisc waa being chased by the llaeuaa. 
There waa no mention wl any accidents and no one being hit by shotgun pellete. :, 
''While thi• 'fl.aa going on, 12 unit (not identified) waa ■uppoaed to have been g1v1ng general 
information. tu • patrol car on Summar Ave. - neither car bein3 identified. 1 believe 1 
aa~ed f~r the patrol car, number but due to con!usion of other etation• •••kina in, I 
did not receive the me•••i•• 

" Alter 1 liiikle the statement about tba well rounded plot or hou, the band Juat dropped duel. 

•' other at&tion• could have lli6de trani:nissiona that vcre not beard by u:11 due to location. 
All far•• 1 know. 1 6~ the only 1tation that identified themself. 1 did bear eome 
calif a.t.tione br(iak. in wantina to know if King wae killed but ve 414 not anwer becauM 
we did not know ouraelvca at thi• time that thia wae t~ue. 

"'1 believe the whole episo4e only took 10·15 minute• at the moat." 

lb• above •~tement vaa aigned by Mr. carroll Satchfield, and copy 1• attached to tbia 
report. 

OD April 11. 1968• Mt 6:00 p.m., Mr. Satchf1eld was contacted tor an interview. He atated 
wt the .followlua euiy, Apr. 12, 1966, wovld be better tor en interview, and we aet u,· 
ea appoilltlilMimt for 12: 00 DOOD. 
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P.lJ £UP~ I _______ (Dr. Nntin tuthff ling Murder) 

After talking With Hr• Satchfield, to arT•O.S• en •PPointmcnt vitb hie, I wa• giVC"'O a 
D-c;,artt:lent4il Conmunic~tion No. 137 by Lt. J. L. Harriton and it at.c.toa th•t Lt. B. J. 
Johns-on received • telephon• call from Jr. Robert licC-tlrty, ~,, of 3779 m.oosa, ph. 
FA 4 .. 5932, bua. ph., 458•5162, at ii 8,20 a.m., .April 11, 1963. Lt. Jc'.:mron reported 
thr.t :. ';,...·. 'i:.: '.;c; ty b~ct str,ted th£t he would liko to verify the fsct that the bro5•.lcG&t 
had occun:cu u1 reported in the paper, and thattl after the newa of the Martin Luther lCJ.na 
death, be went to bi• CB radio and ahortly after he turned it on, be beard aomeona a.oy, 
thQt he waa With • police car and would relay information to him. He elgo recalled be&1riD3 
someone uy that be waa in a car cbaaing a li.uat•na nor th on Jackaon, and &oQCone e lr.e broke 
in and atated tut Jackaon run• eaat and veet. Shortly after th.it, the auto that i 1~• 

followina the Muatang, cepoTted tut be vaa beina ahot at. Later, be reported t~t thr•• 
IDeD got out of the car on the liaval la•• at Millinaton. 

After receiving thl■ IIN!IDO, l contacted Hr. 11:Carty at boa and ma4e an appointment Vid1 
hia for 4:00 P••• thla date. 

At 4:00 p.m., April 12, 1968, I vent to the home of Mr. Robert H. McCarty, 3779 Mi~H••• 
pb. FA 4•5982, and be ateted th.at be vaa an architect by trade and that ha baa a bobby 
of listening to a au lialicraft radio receiver that pick• up ahortvavea, and just about 
any other type of broadcast, including Citizen'• Band radio. He stated that he hQd been 
liatenina to the news on the television on /\pril 4, 1968 and decided to see \ihat waa on 
hi• &licraft radio and began tuning u.p and down the band, when be came to • spot and 
heard something about police care and a CB mobile chasina a car, and it aounded interest­
ing, so he stopped. Hi• radio 1• tunable, and a■ the CBera were tall...103, be m;i~3ed to 
tune hia rsdio 1n on their conversation to a point that everyone that WQ8 talk.i~ vas cociing 
in loud end clear, with tile exception of the mobile unit that waa clasina the white Musta~. 
He atated that whcan thia unit would come on the air, hia transmeaiona were bsrd to read, 
aa ha would aeem to fade out l!lld never did hava much volume. Ha ststed to me the aai::.a a• 
he had &tated to Lt. J.Jhnson With reference to what be had overhcsrd, and aaid that if 
there v~a anything that he could do to assist further in thia investi&~tion, he would be 
gl~ to do .o. 114a waa ••ked if he thought ho could identify the voice of tbe CBcr th.at 
wa• follo·.n.na the white Mustan&, and he Hid he did not know, but he would actem?t to 
if re<;ueated. (!~te: Mr. Hcc--,rty had been talked to previoualy by me, and he had indicatecl 
t~t he hel:rd all of t.'le other .CB etation• plainly, with the e::ception of the unit chasins 
tb.e Mu3t~~) A■ hi• radio vae tunable, and it did not have ~n indic.ation or lllQrking t~ ,gh_ow--~-­

wh.at C&~nnel of the Citizen'• BGnd radio that be wa• monitori~. I called Mr. 6atchflald 
,nd he got on hie CD radio and talked until Mr. McCarty had aeroed bi■ radio in on 
cl::uinnel 17. a. waa aeked to luve it at that po•ition, •• we would be checkina people in 
th.at location 1n an effort to learn the identity of the unknown er.er. 

After talking vith )t:. McCarty, 1 intervievad Mr. carroll Satchfield, Krl 49, of 196 s. 
Coo;>-ur, owner of Carroll'• N £«vice, 196 s. Coopar. 1D talking With him it wae learned 
t.hat he h&d be~ and atill i• a ham operator and a er.er. He etatad that be baa ooen foolina 
wittl radioa for t'Wenty•o1x yeera, and that ha waa one of tbe firet in Memphia to get • CB 
raclio. Qnd ha• been -workina on them ever e1nce. It 1• known by me, peraonally, that 
Ml'. &atchfield baa th• reputation of being one of the beat CB radio mechanic• in ~hia. 

Mt'. &Qtcbfield further atated that on April 4• 1968 eometirae around 6: 30 p.m., be e41noot 
b~ 11u:re of cha e:uact t1ma, he awitched bi■ CB radio from one channel to channel 17, and 
aa soon .a• ho tw:rati:d onto ch.11nnel 17 he hc,ffrd .a C!l unit aekina for any •t.ition thQt was 
li&Lcuing at th61 timo to call the police depart~nt and inform thew thlit he wea in pur&i.dt 
of the white H.tetana that wa• reaponsible for tho Ghootina of Kin_.. He al&o &tated that 
ne w.aa uat on Swm.er at Parkway. lie had heard • minute or two earlier aoraethina about • 
ahot beina fired at Kina, but did not know that he had been hit. 

To quote 1-7. Satcbfield exactly•• he said it during the interview, he atated, ''When 1 
firat intercepted thi ■ call, 1 heard thia mobile unit•fit waa at SUJl:l'OOI" and E. Par~-way) 
(Note: \..'!.ille talking With Mr. Satchfield, he la referring to a city map of M:!tn.'>hia. and 
to cl~r1fy th• different uni.ta, he h•a marked himaolf ae being fl, the unit on T~nslcwood 
•• #2, and 41 aa being at Jackaon 6a Hollywood, ~nd the unit chasin3 the white l.JJflCl.mg as 
No. 4 .) iie further aUite4, " We intercepted the c.1111 here ct E. Parkway a.n.d S;.ir:Di.?!". 
#4 Vil• aGkina for any atAition at thee tlu to call t.ho p,>licG do;Mrtamt and t.:?ll thu~".l h~ 
waa in pUTauit of th4t white ~•t•lli that W6i&S r~•pona1blo f,:,r the t.hootini of King. A.: t!u:ic 
tiQB wa (hia wife and son, and an em;,loyoe, Andy J.nderoon) b.ad bocrd a minut~ or tvo ~~rlicr 
80methina being fired at .Ki.Di. lt happened so quick, tho time aecnod to be ,around 61 :o P .~. • 
we really didn't look at the time. then 1 callctd out tro~ m,v •~ti.on (}3 ~o unit fi~ w;l.J.c!l 
waa 1D purauit to let hia know that eomeone bod copied him. 1 ~ bilck real quic ... li<.:c .. .:!Hi 
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I wanted to keep in contact with the mobile unit oumb~r 4. I called any etntion on the 
air, that could call the police department, and tell them that they (nu~ber 4 and the whit• 
r.utstang) ""a• heading east on Summer Avvtme. Now this stRtion rir.,ht hem ao1n-1ered, evidently 
turned out to be thia fellow right her9, number 2 station. He came bftck to ~e and he 
stated that he was on the telophone calling the police. I asked this fellow in number 4 
hls location again, and at the same partic,lar time, I celled out if there were any mobile 
unite on 6wmter, or any other place near by that could pull over a police car, at almost 
the very instant, after I completed my broadcas~, unit number one came back and said he 
had a police car in sight, but he did not tell me the location. I thought he was near Alamo 
Plaza, but apparently he wasn't • I later found out that ha was at Hollywood end Jackson." 

To further quote Mr. Satchfield, he ateted "at that particular time, I looked at the meter 
on fri7 radio and it was reading 8.6, which indicated to me that it was a beck of a strong 
atation. It was strong, clear, like you had a D104 mike with a pre-amp. ( note; a Dh:>4 mike. 
ia a brand naoe for a desk mike used to broadcast with, and ia considered the best,i pre-amp 
is a supplement added to the aadio, to increase the power output or modulation) The nlffilber 
4 unit would not say anything, unless he was asked a specific question, and then he would 
give an answer. When this number 4 unit got to Sumner and Highland, I told Andy Anderson 
that something'• wrong here, because the signal strerg:h on the number 4 unit was sonstant 
clear, no noise what so ever. If this had been a mobile unit, and was going east on Suuuner 
Avenue, his signal strength would become less, and there would be noiee from the 1TIObile unit. 
I continued to call this number 4 unit to gvt his different locations and from the location• 
that he was giving me, and the time element that it took him to go from one point to another 
point, just could not be, he was movini too fast." 

I asked Mr. Satcbfield to describe what the voice of number four sounded like, and he stated 
"it sounded like some real smart, exceptionally high-Q child, that had been hearing the 
Broderick Crawford TV program and several other patrol type programs and was just brillant 
enour,h at that age, to concoct something of thie nature, not with a formular, but just 
routine matter, his voice wae youni, it waa a shallow voice, high-pitched, youthful sounding 
voice, it didn't have any power behind it, like a older llllJO would have, the frequency of his 
voice, was quite on the ghih side, like a child from the age of 15 to 18 years old, with hi• 
roice just on the verge of changing. The studio, or room, in which he was operating from 
¥81 just as dead silent, aa if he was completely sealed off from everything else. There waant 
!ny music, no sound of other people ln the room, no sound of a police ronitar, just as clear 
as if he were broadcasting in the room by himself. There was no detecti6o of noise from hia 
signal wbat-eo-vver. 11 

~e was asked that if a man had a halicraft receiver with no transmitter, and the party lietenq 
to tJ-e halicarft radio• could hear the mobile unit at Hollywood and Jackson, could hear hi ■ 
itation uhich 11 at Union and Cooper and the third station at Tanglewood and Southera, but 
~&a unable to have a clear copy on the 100bile that waa chasing the mustang at all times, could 
~a explain that? He etated that it was possible th~t the station that claimed to be the 
oobile chasing the white mustang, waa ao close to the halicraft receiver, that lt waa over• 
toadin3 the ~alicraft radio. causing too much power in-put, which would distort the halicraft 
rec•i ver. . 

\fter talking with Mr. Satchfield, I contacted Mr. Green at Armour Radio Station, and after 
Jiscuasing this matter with him and bringing him up to date in what l had found out in 
reference to the halicraft receiver and the possibility that the CB Unit could be so close 
to it, that it overloaded the halicrafter receiver, he stated that thia could and does happen 
•~d also stated that the CB unit would bleed over onto televisions, in some cases, completely 
:uttini the audio and also onto regular AM, Stero, High-Fi and Amplifiers uaed by guitarist• 
ind so forth. 

\£tar receiving the above information, I took a city map of Memphis and outlined the area 
around the lalicrafter rectiver, bounded on the weat by North Hi&hland on the nath by Summer 
~venue, on tha east by Graham, and on the south by Walnut Grove Rd. I then took a ruler 
and using the scale of miles on the city map, I measured from the halicraft receiver to 
ioll}"Jood and Jackson, where the mobile, CB, unit with car 160, and found that it waa 2 and\ ' 
ailea. From the halicrafter receiver to ~nion anl Cooper, three miles, and from tha 
:i,alicraft receiver to Souther and Tanglewood, 3 and\ miles. At each one of the above 
Locations uaa a CB Unit broadcasting to the mobile unit behind the DlU&ta~. and the halicraftc 
receiver was picking them up loud andciear. 

t made a systematic check of the area that has been previously outlined. checking each street 
and ea.ch ticr,e I found a CB antennne I checked with the nliigt'\t>ors and asked ecch one if they 
1&d problem. with the CBcr interf~rring with their televiaion. radios £nd eo forth. Thero 
•• a total of nine unit• ln thi• aroa and•• t have ~oon previously told, by nr. Satchfleld, 
:bat no ooa bad a riiht to cbQck these radioo eatccpt thi.! FedcGL.Coa::cn-i~tions Co.;.:..f11~ic.,n, ______ _ 
t noted their loe&tiona, tlw type of a~tann.aca and tid not hothur to interview them. 
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While chedcing tM.e area, a young tul• white. vhom I later l•.l!lrn•d to b• Mike P•ul c. H@ltina 
14, l07 £aetland Drive, phone 327-3976 approftched me and aaked if I waan't a <lAt~ctiva, anJ 
I told him J••• During our converaation, I told him that I w~• ch~cking on ttRCll unite 
in the na1s,"lborhood, and h• tbeu told 111• thls.t be had a CB radio and pointo'1 out hi• houae,• 
I had already noted thia addre••• and had checked with the neighbor• to eee if thGy bad 
had any interference from it, and found tut no one had experienced any d6ffultcy •• a reault 
of a brondcaet 111.!lda by thi• unlt. In the course of our conver•ation, he invited 11e into 
the houao, where I found that be bad aiJt channels, but did not have channel 17, which waa 
the channel in which the broadcaat vaa made in reference to the cner cha■ina a vh1te '1Uatan1. 
~1111• talking with Hike hi• father c&1De in from work, and in the couraof converaation they 
both atated that there va■ one particular radio atation (CBer) in the neighborhood that 
drown■ out all the other unit■• becau•• hia atation ia ao powerful. H• atated that thia 
unit vaa located on Highland Park Place near Hi&h Point Terrace. 

I bad previoualy noted the addre•• and antenMe on Highland Park Place, and bad checked with 
the noichbor■ and found that thi■ ■tation had come over their telephone aud televiaion on 
occa,aion, but none of them recalled anything unu•ual on April 4, 1968. I procecdgd to tbia 
location, 3776 Highland Park Place, and on checking f~nd no one at boma. The next door 
saeighbor aaid that th••• people were out of town and would retum home on Sunday Afternoon. 

On Sunday, April 14, 1968 I contacted th• reaidence at 3776 Highland Park Place, and talked 
with Mra. E. L. Montedonico by phone, 327-3323, and asked if ■h• had a young aon, vho uaed 
the CB radio at her home. Sb• atated that •h• did, but that be would not be home until late 
in the evening. I aaked if it would be po■aibla to make an appointment with ••rand her aou 
on Monday, April U, 1968 ta the AH. and th1a aha agreed to do. 

On Y.onday, April 15, 1968 at 9r30 AM. I vent to 3776 Highland Park Pke, where I found Mra. 
Mon.t.edonico at bom. After explainina to her that we were checkina all of the CB radio• 
in Y.e.t:phia, and that tbia waa the ht one in thia neighborhood to check, I naeded to talk.a 
vitB her aon. She aaid that her aon, Eddie, bad to go to acbool and vould be home after 
3:00 PM. 

Sb• then invited 1118 into Eddi•'• rooa to check hi• radio atating that lahe llnev nothing of 
the radio, and that maybe if I looked I could get the information that I needed without 
waiting for Eddi• to come home. I found that the parents of Eddi• bad converted the attic 
lnto a room for Eddie and it contained the ueual bedroom furniture along vith a ham radio 
set, and a CB radio aet. Sb• ■aid that Eddie bad been fooling with radio• ■ ince h• vaa 
14 yeanl old and that he vaa now 17 year■ old and vent on to complain about tho expenao of 
the bobby. She told N to &O ahead and tum the radio en and check it all I wanted to, 
and thia I did. 1 found that thi• radio contained 23 channau and bad a D104 lllike. It 
11 alao to be noted at tbia time, that thia room ia in an attic coarplately away from the 
)thar part of the hou••• After letting the CB radio warm up, I contacted Hr. Satcbfield 
by phone. to cblack out thia radio to••• if it bad the aame reading on hi• meter aa ha 
previo~ly atated and in checkina hia radio out, ve found that be bad a reading of 8.0. 

Uter checking thia radio, I made an appointr:fth Mr. Satcbfiald and Mr. McCarty the 
ownar of the llalicraft receiver, for 4:00 PM. April is. 1968 and we would attempt to iet 
E:ddie Montedonico to get on Channell 17 and talk ao thAt v• might wecogni&e bi• voice. 

On April 15, 1968 at 3:15 PM, I received a telephone from Eddie Montedonico and during tbia 
conversation with him, be did not apecifically indicate that he would not coopQrate by 
brozdcaating on Chanel 17, but he did ■tat• that if anyone knew anythin1 about CB'• radio• 
thoy cbl:Juld know that it would be impoaaible to catch anyone making an illegal breadca,t 
if they wanted to avoid being caught. He atated that the voice could be changed, the power 
output could be changed, that aeveral thin&• tould be done to the CB radio to change up the 
power output. He agreed to breadcast, but thought it waa ridiculua. Due to th• fact that 
Eddie Montedonico had made the above ■tatemeAt and ain.c• be bad.been a CBer for three year■, 
and a ham radio operator and the fact that hi• 1110ther bad previoualy atatad that be work• 
ou bis own radio, It w•• decided not to conduct thia teat, bovaver. Hr. latchfield agreed 
to li ■ten to hi• radio and if"- ever baar the wice that h• beard th• night of the chaae 
tie would imnediately tuna hi• ..:ape recorder on, which be keep• uar hi• uo.J.t, and notify 

.. 
thi■ offke. -- --~--

On April 12, 1968 Inap. N. 1. Zachary contacted the Federal C0111111Unicationa Cw.miasion in 
ltlanta, Beorgia and talked vitb a Kr. tclein and reque■ted that the P'CC •~ an inv~stigation 
into thia matter in Meaphia. Mr. I.line told Mr. Zachary that be would have to talk to hiii 
boaa, and would retura bi• call. Aa of thi• ut•• Mr. ~line baa not returned th• c.. ·· to 
In.apcc:otr Zachary. 
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A city m.:.1p of ?-lcr.1phi& outlining the allcd3ed route that the CB I:obile Unit was followin3 the 
..:;,ite ;,u3tan~, also outlinine the different st.1ttbns that were talkin0 to the Lobile l:11, t, · 
tl1e hglicraft receiver and the suspect'& location is hereby attached in thi3 report to aid 
ond assist in better understanding the chose and why Eddie Montedonico is suppectcd. 

Th:2 invcsti;:;utim pertaining to the en radio is still open, however no further checks have 
bc~n m.,uc of radio units, because after talkin~ to experts in the field of electronics and 
rndio, they all n~rce that the anly vay possible to pin down the person responsible for_ 
in.akin; this broadca~t ~ould be for someone to recognize the voice or come forwBrd and admit 
it. As of this datQ, Hay 3, 1968, no one has come fot"'1ard stating that they recognize the 
17oice. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date 7 /29/68 --~ ------

Mr. EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEOONICO, JR., 3776 Highland 
Park Place, Memphis, Tennessee, voluntarily appeared at the 
Memphis Office of the FBI. Mr. MONTEDONICO was advised of the 
identities of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the 
inquiry, which concerned a citizens band (CB) radio transmission 
during the evening of April 4, 1968, relaying information of a 
Pontiac automobile following a white Mustang that was alleged 
to have been involved in the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR., on that date. Mr. MONTEDONICO was furnished a irvoluntary 
Appearance; Advice of Rights" form by SA HARLEY E. GYLFE. Mr. 
MONTEOONICO after reading this form signed same and stated he 
would gladly discuss this matter to the best of his ability. 

Mr. MONTEDONICO stated during the evening of April 4, 
1968, he was working on a term paper for school that was due 
the next day. He said he was in his room but was not listening 
to his CB unit or any other radio, nor did he have any radio 
turned on. He commented he has his CB radio and his "ham" 
radio in his room as well as a police monitor and a regular 
commercial radio. He said his firstknowledge of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., being shot came from his mother who some few minutes 
after the shooting called up to him in his room and rold him 
what she had heard on the radio. He said he believes he then 
turned on the police monitor to hear the events as they trans­
pired. Mr. MONTEOONICO stated shortly after his mother told 
him about the shooting a friend (whose name he did not 
choose to reveal) called him on the telephone and told him about 
the shooting and then mentioned the CB transmission. He said 
since he believes he had the police monitor turned on he naturally 
did not turn on the CB unit. 

Mr. MONTEOONICO advised he has read the local news­
papers account of the CB transmission but again commented he 
did not hear this particular transmission. 

Mr. MONTEOONICO was advised considerable investigation 
has been conducted to establish the identity of the individual 
or individuals that caused this CB transmission to be made. 
It was pointed out to Mr. MONTEOONICO that it has been suggested 
he is the individual who made this transmission in~~u~0~s~t~i-o-n~------

On 7/17/68 at Memphis, TennessEte~-- ____ rile # Memphis _'i 

SA RODEnT F. BOYLE and 
hy ___ SA HA_8-1EXJ'c!__L_JiYJ,.fE __ HEG: mnr: 
'i l·, ,_. I· :1•111•1•~ 1~~!1,~4;,-,f't hr-;tt1c.~ ~\-~(:1~1'\• nd i i,,11• t1r r 1·11•1, 

1 ,1,:i,·1) 1 ,.r 1 

; 1 • fF .,v., ;,_·v; i! nnrt itFJ c11ntcnb~ un• 11111 Ip hr; d1r: 1 rd111 1
, cl 11 1 •,i·l· .\ 1 ·•1· 'f'·-; 
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Mr. MONTEDONICO after swallowing hard and with a 
break in his voice said he did not make the CB radio trans­
mission in question and after wiping a tear that had welled up 
in his eye added he doe~ not know or have any idea who made 
that transmission. He said he could not understand why anyone 
would accuse him of this act. He said that whoever accused him 
of this does not know what they are talking about. 

Mr. MONTEOONICO said that he did not think there 
were many CB operators in Memphis who had knowledge of these 
units that would be knowledgeable enough to pinpoint anyone 
making a CB transmission of this type. He went on to add that 
anyone with knowledge of CB radios could disguise their voices 
and cause distortions in the transmission so as to be unable 
to be identified. He said anyone with any knowledge of CB 
radios and transmissions of this type knows no one can positively 
identify the source of the transmission unless the guilty 
person admitted it. 

Mr. MONTEOONICO reluctantly but voluntarily mentioned 
that he heard from a friend who was a patient in the Methodist 
Hospital on April 4, 1968, that he had his CB unit in the 
hospital room and heard the above mentioned CB transmission. 
He reluctantly added that J.E. STANTON, 5009 Barfield Road, 
Memphis, Tennessee,, 1a, friend· of his father,' ,was visiting in the 
hospital and heard th~'aB6~~·mentioned CB radio transmission 
but had no idea who did the broadcasting. 

Mr. MONTEDONICO stated emphatically that he did not 
make the CB radio transmission in question and does not have 
any knowledge as to the source of the transmission. 

The following is a description of MONTEDONICO obtained 
through interview and observation: 

Name 
Address 

Age 
Race 
Sex 
Height 
Weight 

EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEDONICO, JR. 
3776 Highland Park Place, Memphis, 

Tennessee 
18 
White 
Male 
5'10" 
180 
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Hair 
Eyes 
Build 

• 

Marital status 
Education 

Occupation 

• 

Light brown, wavy 
Blue 
Stocky 
Single 
High school graduate (in June 

1968) 
Sacker at Montesi Grocery 

Store, M~mphis 
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Date: 7/29/68 

i 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -------------------------11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_1.T_E_L ___ _ 
(Priority) I 

________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC 1 l\IEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 
.,-.-..... 

SUBJECT:. '~-r11URKIN 

Re: CB (Citizens Band) Radio Transmission 
Memphis, Tennessee, during evening of 
April 4, 1968, concerning chase of 
white Mustang alleged to have been 
involved in the shooting of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., on that date. 

Enclosed herewith is one copy each of the following 
which relate to referenced matter: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

B~~Nct .•. -A>· 
/'. 

Inve,stigati ve report of the Memphis PD 

Investigative insert by SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON 

FD 302 of interview of Inspector N. E. 
ZACHARY, Memphis PD, 5/17/68 

FD 302 of interview of W. EUGENE SMITH, 
4/10/68, Memphis 

FD 302 of interview of EDWARD L. MONTEDONICO, 
SR., 7/15-17/68, Memphis 

EDWARD L. MONTEDONICO, 

' ' j 

Sent ______ M Per ___ __:e_ __ _ 
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The enclosures refer to investigation conducted 
relative to referenced matter as it appeared to refer to 
captioned matter. 

The Bureau's attention is directed to the fact 
the FCC does not have an office in the Memphis area; however, 
an official of the Memphis PD did contact a representative 
of the FCC at Atlanta, Ga., to report this incident. No 
inquiry has been received by the Memphis PD or this office 
from FCC relative to this referenced incident and therefore 
it appears FCC is not interested in a CB radio transmission 
of this type. 

Concerning the possibility of interviewing other 
individuals contacted by the Memphis PD duriq; its investi­
gation of this matter, it is pointed out no attempt was made 
to interview these individuals due to the investigation 
conducted by the Memphis PD and due to the lack of evidence 
indicating anyone other than EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEOONICO, 
JR., was responsible for this radio transmission. 

EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEOONICO, JR., was interviewed 
as indicated on the enclosed FD 302. He indicated during the 
interview that he had a great deal of experience in CB radio 
transmissions and in the operation of these units. He 
commented several times that anyone with a knowledge of 
CB radios could disguise their voice and transmission so as 
to go on broadcasting without being identified. He also said 
that there is no way for anyone, including FCC, to identify 
the sender of a transmission such as the one mentioned above 
unless the guilty individual made the admission that he or 
she was the individual that made the broadcast. 

It is also noted that others during this inves­
tigation expressed the same opinion that it is impossible 
to identify the individual making a broadcast of this type 
unless the guilty person admitted doing same. 

It was determined also that there are numerous 
individuals in the Memphis area operating CB radios illegally 
and/or without being properlylicensed. It was further determined 
that numerous individuals broadcast using "skip" identification, 
which is illegal,but which is known only to the sender and 

-2-
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receiver. There are also numerous licensed CB radio 
operators in the Memphis arEB and it was suggested that 
there are possibly an equal number that are not licensed 
and, therefore, it would be virtually impossible to interview 
each and every individual either having a CB unit or having 
access to one. 

Various individuals commented during this investigation 
that no one gets too excited about illegal broadcasts since 
the FCC generally levies a fine of up to $50 and possibly 
lifting the license for 3 to 6 months if a person is guilty 
according to the FCC of making a broadcast of this type. 
Therefore, no one does much about these illegal transmissions 
since the punishment is this light. It was expre:sed that 
the greatest fear of CB operators is the bad name they 
receive when incidents of this nature are made public. 

In light of the above, UACB no further investigation 
is being conducted concerning referenced matter. 

-3-
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RE: ALLEGED CHASE OF WHITE 11USTANG, 
EVENING OF APRIL 4, 1968 
(HOAX REPORT BY UNKNOWN PERSON 
WITH CITIZENS BAND RADIO) 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON at Memphis, Tennessee, on the dates 
indicated: 

On the evening of April 4, 1968, after there had 
been traffic on the Police Department :radio in Memphis with 
regard to a whi tc r11ustang reportedly seen leaving the scene 
of the shooting of Dr. KING, there was additional traffic on 
the police radio concerning an alleged incident involving an 
unknown citizens band (CB) radio operator who reported that he 
was chasing a white Mustang occupied by three white males, 
this unknown operator never identifying himself but continuing 
to broadcast up to a point where he claimed that the chase 
had reached a point north of Raleigh, Tennessee, a suburb of 
11emphis. 

On April 6, 1968, Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Homicide 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, furnished the following 
information with regard to this incident: 

Inspector ZACHARY secured a tape recording of the 
radio dispatches made following the murder of Dr. KING on 
April 4, 1968, and listened to the radio traffic, which in­
cluded dispatches with regard to a chase allegedly made by an 
unknown person of a white Mustang occupied by three white 
males, all of which information was based upon reports made 
by an unknown person broadcast111g on a CB radio. He stated 
that in listening to this tape recording, the fl_r.~S traffic 
received on the police radio was at 6:33 p.m. Th0 police 
dispatcher received traffic from Police Car No. 160, which 
Inspector ZACIDRY determined was manned by Lieutenant RUFUS 
BRADSHAW. In .substance, Lieutenant BRADSHAW was transmitting 
to tlw dispatcht~r information which he was receivini; from one 
individual who had a CB radio in his car, which individl•"l in 
tt' 'n was receiving transmissions from some unknow,t i•••l:iv1dm~l 
~ransmitting on a CB radio. ff ~ 

Inspector ZACHARY adv
1

ised that on Apri 1 4, 
1968, while the transmissions in qu~stion were being 
made from the unknown CB operator, Lieutenant SAM T. 
McCACHREN, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Po 1 ice Depa 1 11ent, 
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received a telephone call from an individual who identified 
himself as EJ). ___ C~IJNG~Y, telephone number 276-0643, who 
reported that he was monitoring his CB radio and overheard 
an unknown operator in a mobile unit who claimed that 
he was chasing a white Mustang. Mr. CHAUNCEY at this 
time advised Lieutenant McCACHREN that he (CHAUNCEY) 
was in contact with another CB operator known to him, 
namely BILL AUSTEIN, and that the three CB operators, 
namely the unknown operator, AUSTEIN, and CHAUNCEY, were 
in contact with each other, and Mr. CHAUNCEY would supply 
all information he received to the Police Department to 
assist them with regard to a chase in which the unknown 
operator claimed to be involved. Thereafter, on April 6, 
1968, Lieutenant J. D. MUSIC talked by!, telephone again 
with both Mr. ED CHAUNCEY at the above telephone number 
and with Mr. AUSTEIN, both of them at that time furnishing 
substantially the same information as to what had 
occurred with regard to these transmissions by an unknown 
CB operator. 

Inspertor ZACHARY advised that Lieutenant 
RUFUS BRADSHAW, .. Car No. 160, had been contacted on 
April 6, 1968, at which time Lieutenant BRADSHAW had 
stated that Mr. WILLIAM HUBBARD AUSTEIN, age 22, of 
24 North Montgomery Street, Apartment 103, an employee 
of Clendenin Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc., had 
flagged down Lieutenant BRADSI-Il\W at Jackson and Hollywood 
on the evening of April 4, 1968, and called Lieutenant 
BRADSHAW's attention to a broadcast being received on ._ ,,) 
CB radio in Mr. AUSTEIN's automobile. Lieutenant BRADSHAW, 
in turn, dispatched to the police dispatcher the nature 
of the information being received on Channel 17 of the 
CB radio. Lieutenant BRADSHAW listened to the CB radio 
in Mr. AUSTEIN's car and heard several different CB 
operators talking on Channel 17. 

In substance, ~n unknown CB operator was 
giving reports as to his chase of a white Mustang 
occupied by thf~~ ~hi,~ -~~~a. o~tPr operatorb, 
including Mr. AUSTEIN, were attempting to communicate 
with this unknown operator, attempting to get him to 
identify himself, and informing him that they would 
contact the Police Department in ordPr to assist this 
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unknown operator. The unknown operator, who claimed he 
was chasing the Mustang, never identified himself. 
Lieutenant BRADSHAW dispatched police cars to the 
areas in which the unknown CB operator claimed to be 
traveling, and none of the units dispatched saw any 
activity such as that described by the unknown CB 
operator. Lieutenant BRADSHAW was of the definite 
opinion, after the unknown person making these reports 
had finally left the air, that the entire CB broadcast 
by this person was a complete hoax. 

Inspector ZACHARY advised, after listening to 
the police dispatche~•s tape recording, and after talking 
to Lieutenant BRADSHAW, that there were a number of factors 
to indicate that the above-mentioned broadcast on CB 
Channel 17 by the unknown person was a complete ho~x. 
He stated that the final proof that this matter was a 
complete hoax was based upon communication between the 
Police Department and the Shelby County Sheriff's Office 
at the time the broadcast was in progress. After the 
unknown operator reported his position as proceeding east 
on Jackson Avenue toward Raleigh, Tennessee, the Police 
Department immediately contacted the Shelby County 
Sheriff's Office to alert that department, which had the 
responsibility for policing Raleigh, Tennessee, which is 
located outside the city limits of Memphis. During the 
time that this broadcast was being made, and after the 
unknown CB operator reported his position at the main 
intersection at a stop light in Raleigh, Tennessee, 
(Jackson Avenue and Stage Road), where the unknown 
operator claimed the Mustang had run the stop light at 
an excessive rate of speed, the Shelby County Sheriff's 
Office advised the Memphis Police Department that-this 
information was false, since the Shelby County· Sheriff's 
Office had two units of its men stationed at this 
intersection, and no such incident had occurred and no 
such vehicles as those described by the unknown operator 
had passed through that intersection. 

Inspector ZACHARY Ad~is~d that ~s a result of 
a separate inquiry made by the Police Department 
concerning this hoax report, he had determined that 
there had been no contacts whatever between any unit 
of the Memphis Police Department and the vehicles 
described by the unknown person on the CB radio. 
J•,~pector ZACHARY Pctvised th.nt 9.t one po.int the unknown 
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CB operator, in response to an inquiry from another CB 
operator, identified his own automobile as a 1966 blue 
Pontiac. Inspector ZACHARY pointed out that if there 
had been a high speed chase of a white Mustang by a 
1966 blue Pontiac, then this would have attracted 
attention of numerous persons, and no one, other than 
tmunknown CB radio operator, reported any such chase. 

Inspector ZACHARY advised that he contemplated 
some additional inquiry regarding this matter in an effort 
to identify the person who made this hoax report, but 
insofar as the investigation of the murderer of Dr. 
KING was concerned, he was certain that the chase 
reported by the unknown operator did not occur. 

On April 10, 1968, Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, 
Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that 
he had interviewed in detail Mr. WILLIAM HERBERT AUSTEIN, 
male white, age 22, of 24 North Montgomery, Apartment 103, 
home telephone number 276-0986, an employee of Clendenin 
Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc., and at this time 
Mr. AUSTEIN furnished to him the following account of 
the above-mentioned incident: 

Mr. AUSTEIN is a licensed CB operator, having 
call letters KOM-8637, who has both a mobile unit and 
a base station, the base station being located at his home 
at 24 North Montgomery, Apartment 103, in Memphis. Mr. 
AUSTEIN furnished to Lieutenant J-L'\MBY ,the following 
information concerning an incident which occurred on the 
afternoon of April 4, 1968: 

He was at Zayre's Department Store on Poplar 
Avenue in Memphis until approximately 5:55 p.m., when he 
left that store and drove to Carlton's Esso Service Center 
on the corner of Madison and Bellevue. As he arrived at 
that service station, he heard the news on a commercial 
radio broadcast concerning the shooting of Dr. MARTIN 
LlJTHRR KING. After beina n t thiri f!:ervi~e .,. Lat 1011 about 
five minutes, he drove to his apartment at 24 North 
Montgomery. As nearly as he can recall, he then left 
his apartment around 6:12 p.m., en route to Steamfitters 
Local 614 on Jackson Avenue near Gragg School. En route 
to this location, while he was traveling east on Jackson 
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in the vicinity of Springdale, and at approximately 
6:30 p.m., he was monitoring CB Channel 17 when he 
heard a mobile unit request another mobile unit to call 
the Police Department by "land line" (telephone). A 
base station answered the caller, telling the caller 
that the base station would call the police, the base 
station inquiring as to the nature of the call that he 
should make. About this time, due to static, the 
original caller and the base station were unable to 
communicate. At this same time, AUSTEIN noticed that 
the original caller who was requesting police assistance 
was very close to Mr. AUSTEIN's position, because there 
was a very high reading on the signal strength meter 
on the CB radio in Mr. AUSTEIN's car. Mr. AUSTEIN 
therefore broke into the conversation between the original 
caller and the base station, telling the caller that he 
(Mr. AUSTEIN) was very close to him, that Mr. AUSTEIN had 
just spotted a police car and would relay the caller's 
message to the police. 

At this point, the original caller stated that 
he was chasing· a wliib:f·-Mustang east on Summer Avenue and 
that the occupants of the Mustang were responsible for 
Dr. KING's murder. Mr. AUSTEIN immediately flagged down 
the police car and thereafter talked with the Lieutenant 
who was in this police car at Loeb's Barbeque at the 
intersection of Jackson and Hollywood. The Lieutenant 
requested Mr. AUSTEIN to communicate again with the 
unknown CB operator to determine that person's present 
location. Mr. AUSTEIN called to this mobile unit b: 
saying, ''Mobile that is chasing the white Mustang, what 
is your present 10-20?" (The signal 10-20 means location.) 
The original caller replied that he was approaching 
Highland on Summer Avenue at a high rate of speed. Mr. 
AUSTEIN relayed this information to the Police Lieutenant, 
who in turn relayed this information to the police 
dispatcher at central police headquarters. 

The Lieutenant told Mr.AUSTEIN to keep talking 
to the unknown caller so that the police could be 
continuously informed as to his direction and locati•,n 
i.n order that the pol ice collld inte n;, 0 1H. t;lu" n nt-.:.mob.l Jd 

a:ll~it1=>iJ..\.~ Pt=>lhft chRPIPJ, Ml·. J\tmt-ta.TN lo;e;t contaQt wtth 
~he mobile unit briefly, but after calling him several 
times, he finally re-established contact with him. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
FW:wp 
6 

• • 

Mr. AUSTEIN inquired of the unknown caller 
as to the description of the car that the unknown 
caller was driving so that the police would be able to 
easily identify the two vehicles when the police did 
intercept them. The unknown caller responded that he 
was driving a 1966 blue Pontiac and that as of that 
time the white Mustang was exceeding 75 miles per hour, 
and at the same time stating that the Mustang had 
turned north off Summer Avenue, the caller giving the 
name of the street on which this turn was made, but 
Mr. AUSTEIN not recalling the name of the street as of 
the time of this interview on April 10, 1968. 

At this time there was some confusion as to 
the direction that the Mustang and Pontiac were allegedly 
taking. This confusion was due in part to the fact that 
some CB base station had broken into the transmissions 
and Mr. AUSTEIN could not hear the transmissions being 
made by the unknown mobile unit. 

The next transmission that Mr. AUSTEIN could 
understand from the unknown mobile unit was to the 
effect that thi~ unit had turned north and was approaching 
Raleigh (a subu.:b northeast of Memphis) on Jackson Avenue. 
Shortly after the unknown operator stated that he was - ------~~-
approaching Raleigh, that same operator stated that he 
had just passed Stage Road or Austin Peay Highway and that 
he was being fired upon by the occupants of the white 
Mustang. The unknown caller also stated that his speed 
at that time was in excess of 100 miles per hour. Mr. 
AUSTEIN asked the unknown operator to secure the license 
number of the Mustang, to which the unknown operator 
replied that he was afraid to get that close because 
several shots had already been fired at him. 

On the last transmission of the unknown 
operator, Mr. AUSTEIN stated that this unknown operator 
stated that he had just passed "the Millington exit" 
and the Mustang was gaining on him even though he had 
the Pontiac "flat out." (Mr. AUSTEIN , 1derstood that 
the unknown operator was indicating that he was driving 
as fast as the Pontiac would go.) 

Mr. AUSTEIN called this unknown operator 
several other times but received no response. He nlso 
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heard other CB operators join in, attempting to contact 
this unknown operator, requesting the unknown operator 
to give his call letters and his location but he heard 
no other responses and no other transmissions from this 
unknown operator. 

Mr. AUSTEIN stated that at the time of the 
above-mentioned transmission bytthe ·unknown person in a 
mobile CB unit, he did not recognize the voice of that 
person. He stated that he understands there are more than 
3,500 licensed CB operators in Memphis and possibly that 
many more who are unlicensed. He stated that whereas at 
first he thought the unknown operator was reporting a 
factual situation and actually needed police assistance, 
there is no doubt whatever in his mind but that the entire 
transmission was a complete hoax. He stated as the 
transmissions of the unknown operator continued, he 
observed that there was not sufficient time for the two 
vehicles to travel from one point where the operator 
claimed to be, to some other point identified by the 
unknown oper~tor a shor~-time later. 

He also observed that during the last several 
transmissions of the unknown operator, there was no change 
in the signal strength indicated on the "S-Meter" in Mr. 
AUSTEIN's car, whereas if the unknown person calling had 
actually been traveling east at a high rate of speed as 
he claimed to be doing, then the signal strength would 
have become increasingly weaker. He stated it was his 
judgment that the unknown person making these calls had 
actually parked at the time the last few transmissions 
were made. 

Also, when the unknown operator reported that 
he had turned north off Summer Avenue, his signal strength 
was very weak, and a short time later when the unknow11 
operator was reporting that he was turning north o.n 
Jackson Avenue, his signal strength became noticcRijly 
stronger. 

Mr. AUSTEIN explained that what he referred to 
as an "S-Meter" is an instrument on a CB radio which 
indicates the relative strength of an incoming signal from 
another unit. He pointed out that when he first heard 
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the broadcast of the unknown caller who was asking for 
police assistance, the S-Meter in his car was registering 
as strong as it can register, indicating to him that 
the caller may have been as close as 150 feet from 
his location and not more than two blocks away. He 
stated at the time of the last transmission of the 
unknown caller, the S-Meter reading was 15 and would 
indicate to him that the caller was an e~timated two 
miles away. 

Mr. AUSTEIN pointed out that the unknown caller 
is undoubtedly familiar with the northeastern section of 
Memphis, through which he claimed to be passing, but he 
did observe that the unknown caller had reported that the 
unknown caller turned "north on Jackson," whereas most 
Memphians familiar with that section of Memphis would 
indicate that they turned east on Jackson. Jackson Avenue 
is generally regarded as an east-west street, although 
at the point where Jackson Avenue approaches the town of 
Raleigh, Tennessee, the general direction is southwest to 
northeast. 

As to the possible identity of the unknown 
caller, Mr. AUSTEIN furnished the following information 
to Lieutenant HAMBY: 

He stated that he does not know the identity 
of the caller, but due to some events which have occurred 
since that transmission, he wanted to furnish the following 
information which might possibly assist in identifying 
the unknown caller: 

This information related to a white male whose 
last name is FERGUS0~ 1 who is employed by the Ben J. 
Malone Company-as an apprentice steamfitter, and who 
belongs to the same Union to which Mr. AUSTEIN belongs, 
namely Steamfitters Local No. 614, 3754 Jackson Avenue, 
near the Gragg School, the location of this Union being 
near the town of Raleigh, Tennessee, through which tho 
unknown caller claimed to have passed after approaching 
Raleigh, Tennessee, on Jackson Avenue. Mr. AUSTtIN 
furnished the ,followine; !nfor,nntion to Licutcnnnt HAMBY 
concerning FERGV~ON: 
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FERGUSON has a CB radio. His car is a 1966 
blue Ford. FERGUSON had reason to be in the general 
area covered by the transmissions mentioned above, 
since FERGUSON and others were supposed to be at a 
meeting at 3754 Jackson Avenue at Steamfitters Local 
614 at 7:00 p.m. Since Mr. AUSTEIN knows that FERGUSON 
has a CB antenna located on a trunk mount, FERGUSON's 
CB signals will be directional. That is, when FERGUSON 
is transmitting, his signal will be stronger in one 
direction than in another direction, the strongest 
signal being to the front of the vehicle, the weakest 
signals being to either side, and the signal to the 
rear of the vehicle being of moderate strength. 

Mr. AUSTEIN went on to state that if the 
unknown caller were traveling east and then turned 
north, the unknown caller's signals would have dropped 
because of the directional properties of the trunk-mount 
antenna. Mr. AUSTEIN noticed that when the unknown 
caller reported that he was turning rtort-h off Summer 
Avenue, the signal drop-ped to the point where Mr. AUSTEIN 
had difficulty hearing the transmissions. 

When Mr. AUSTEIN arrived at the Union Hall, 
he was questioned by his instructor, Mr. EDWARD MORGAN, 
as to why he was late. Mr. AUSTEIN explained to him 
what had occurred in the presence of other persons at 
the Union meeting. Mr. FERGUSON, mentioned above, was 
one of those present. Mr. MORGAN indicated a displeasure 
over the fact that Mr. AUSTEIN had attempted to assist 
the police in locating the murderer of Dr. KING. FERGUSON 
at this time made the statement, "Were you the one that I 
heard in that mess on Channel 17?" Mr. AUSTEIN told 
FERGUSON that he (AUSTEIN) was the operator attempting 
to relay information to the police. FERGUSON made a 
remark to the effect that if AUSTEIN had "any sense at 
all," he should have helped the white Mustang to escape. 
FERGUSON went on to make other remarks indicating that 
AUSTEIN should hot have assisted the police to catch a 
man who had performed a public service (FERGUSON indicating 
by his remarks that he thought that the person who killed 
Dr. KING had done a public service). 
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AUSTEIN did not see FERGUSON again for some 
45 minutes,when the entire group was dismissed early 
because of the curfew which had been imposed. As those 
present left the meeting, AUSTEIN told FERGUSON to call 
him on the CB radio when both were in their cars, 
because AUSTEIN wanted to see how his unit sounded. 
He added that this is a common practice among CB operators. 
Shortly thereafter FERGUSON did call AUSTEIN,and when 
FERGUSON started to talking on the CB radio, AUSTEIN 
associated FERGUSON's voice with the voice he had heard 
earlier from the unknown person who made the hoax 
transmissions as outlined above. 

During this interview, Mr. AUSTEIN identified 
one of the other CB operators who attempted to assist 
the unknown caller and Mr. AUSTEIN as Mr. ED CHAUNCEY, 
Mr. CHAUNCEY having contacted the Police Department by 
telephone at the time the transmissions were being made 
by the unknown CB operator. He stated that Mr. CHAUNCEY 
also attempted_ to ass_ist_in getting the identity of the 
unknown caller and the location of the vehicles as the 
unknown caller V.''\-S transmitting and claiming to be 
chasing the Must<lng. 

Mr. AUSTEIN also advised during this interview 
with Lieutenant HAMBY that he had previously assisted the 
Police Department in September 1966 when he chased a 
suspicious person who was later apprehended by the Police 
Department based upon the information which he relayed to 
the Police Department. 
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Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Homicide Sep.id, Mer.;:;his 
Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, advisocl his 8qu, J. 
has done as much investigation as possible concorninJ u 
citizens band (CB) radio trannmiosion on April 4, 19G3, th:-.t 
appears to be a hoax. Ha cmmr.onted this broadcast concerned 
tho en tranomiosion at about G:30 P.M. on April 4, 1968, by 
an individual allegedly in a 19G6 blue Pontiac that wus chasing 
a white Mustang east and north on Jackson Avenue, Memphis, 
Tonncssoe, at a high rate of speed. Inspector ZACH.ARY said 
that according to this transmission, tle2 cars were traveling 
at 95 miles an hour through tho intorscction of Sta~e Road 
and Austin Peay Highway (extension of Jackson Avenuo) in Raleigh, 
a suburb of Memphis, and shortly thereafter it was alleged, 
according to the radio transmission that the white Mustang was 
shooting at the blue Pontiac. Inspector ZACHARY advised the 
Shelby County Sheriff's Office had two patrol cars at this 
intersection at the time of the alleged chase and they did 
not observe any cars pass this intersection at a high rate of 
speed. 

Inspector ZACHARY advised their investigation indicates 
one EDDIE MONTEOONICO, nC;o 17, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. L. MONTE­
DONICO, 3776 Highland Park Place, Memphis, Tennessee, may 
possibly have made the above mentioned CB radio transmission. 
He said when EDDIE MONTEDONICO was contacted, ho did not 
specifically indicate he would not cooperate but commented 
if anyone'know anything about CD radios, it would be impossible 
to catch anyone ma.1c_ing an illegal broadcast • 

. 
Inspector ZACHARY advised, therefore, no further in- --~•·-~-

vestiga tion has been conducted by his squad due to the lack 
of specific information that EDDIE MONTEDONICO made the trans­
mission and due to EDDIE MONTEDONICO's apparent lack of co­
operation. 

5/17/68 Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-1987 

SA HARLEY E. GYLFE:mnr 
.,.. l;' t / 

5/23/68 ---
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p_r_i_l_l_2_L_, _1_9_::___6_::___8~-

Mr. W. EUGENE SMITH, 3876 Bishop Ridge Road, 
Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed in the presence of 
Lt. JAMES HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department, 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. SMITH advised he believes he may have some 
information that would be of interest concerning a radio 
transmission on a citizen band unit during the early evening 
hours of April 4, 1968. Mr. SMITH advised he is referring 
to the transmission of an individual driving behind a white 
Mustang on Jackson Avenue in Memphis at a high rate of speed. 

Mr. SMITH stated late in the evening on April 4, 
1968, his wife received a telephone call from Mrs. E. HEWETT, 
3440 Hardin Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. He said that Mrs. 
HEWETT told his wife that her neighbor, WOODROW FRANKLIN, 
who resides at 3436 Hardin Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, had 
come over to her house shortly after Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot and told her that KING was killed. Mr. SMITH 
said Mrs. HEWETT commented that FRANKLIN was very elated 
o,ver the shooting. He said that Mrs. HEWETT told his wife 
that FRANKLINlns a citizen band or ham radio in his garage. 

Mr. SMITH stated that this information has 
bothered him since he has heard about the wild chase that 
occurred on Jackson Avenue, and he is of the opinion that 
it is possible FRANKLIN may have been the individual who 
made this broadcast. 

Mr. SMITH advised he does not have any additional 
information and that he is merely furnishing this information 
on a confidential basis. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

na te _____7_/2~;"6_8 _____ _ 
1 

Mr. EDWARD L. MONTEDONICO, SR., 3776 Highland· Park 
Place, Memphis, Tennessee, was contacted, July 15, 1968, at his 
place of business, the Van Court Rental Agency, Room 105, 
Commerce Title Bui 1_ding, 12 South Main Street, Memphis, Ten­
nessee. Mr. MONTKJONICO was advised of the identity of the 
interviewing Agents and was advised the nature of the inquiry.-

Mr. MONTEDONICO was advised that this inquiry relates 
to a citizens band (CB) radio transmission that occurred 
during the evening of April 4, 1968, at which time a Pontiac 
car with a CB unit alleged it was following a white Mustang 
that was involved in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
on that date. Mr. MONTEDONICO was further advised that in­
vestigation conducted in this matter indicates the type of 
equipment used in this transmission is the same type of CB 
equipment operated by his son, EDWARD L. MONTEDONICO, JR. He 
was further advised that information developed during the 
investigation indicated the transmission did not come from a 
mobile unit but rather came from a stationary unit and came 
from the direction of his residence. He was also advised it 
was specifically indicated it was his son that made the above 
mentioned CB radio transmission. It was pointed out to Mr. 
MONTEDONICO that inasmuch as it is believed his son is 17 
years of age, he was being contacted prior to contact of his 
son. 

Mr. MONTEOONICO advised he is aware of the CB radio 
transmission since he recalls reading about this incident 
in the local newspapers and secondly his wife advised him some 
time ago that an officer of the Memphis Police Department 
contacted her and their son about the incident. Mr. MONTEDONICO 
advised that at that time after the officer had talked to his 
son, he discussed this incident with his son. He said he 
learned from his son that his son did not make the broadcast. 
Mr. ,MONTEDONICO said he believes his son and added he has never 
known his son to lie to him in the past and sees no reason for 
his son to lie to him about this incident since punishment for 
a transmission of this nature would be minor. 

011 7/15-17/68 at _}t_i:(:'lllphis, Tonno~sn~ __ _ 
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Mr. MONTEOONICO advised he will contact his son and 
determine when his son is available for interview because 
since his son's graduation from high school in June of this 
year he began to work in a local grocery store. Mr. MONTEOONICO 
said he has no objection to his son being interviewed concerning 
this matter. 

Mr. MONTEOONICO advised on July 16, 1968, that his 
son had appointments on that date and it would be inconvenient 
for him to discuss this matter on that date. 

On July 17, 1968, Mr. MONTEOONICO stated that his son 
was free during the morning and suggested that his son be 
contacted for a specific time for an interview. 

-·------­,~~---·~-
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Trunsrait L. - OVI/i. 

o 
B 

Date: 

(7j, i! or Code) 

(Priority) 

:ArTO, BI (a2--587) 

s:c TAi.PA (62-963) 

• • r/r7-fl 

31 ,. ION CONCERNING 

(T? file 62-963) 

- 

!e 44-729) 

--'' 

(TP e 157-3231) 

(2) 

Po Bureau airtei to Tamoa, Los Angeles and 
iLs dated 8/7/68 and cationed 2NSALT 11 and : riNu ; 

Tampa airtels to the Bureau, Los Angeles and Memphis 
captiomed NLL EZZELL, NFOLiTI0N CCNCERNINCU, dated 

6/11/33 and 7/19/68. 

Attached are 11 copies of an LHLI captioned 
:C:LL EZZELL" and dated as above, for the Bureau. 

/1 1 
/ ç 

- reau (inc. 11) s-

2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 2) (B1) 
1 ::.:amrihis (Enc. 1) ( no) 
4 - Tanoa (1 - 62-963 - EZZELL) 

(1 - 157-3231 - i.Jri1N) 
28 

(1 - '4-7 E 29 - INSALT)  
__ ____ 

NOT RECORDED 

— 
1\iir' •i 

- 

:4D4JC3Q 1968  
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent   M ' Per   
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- atcocL LE as ccnd.icted 

Copae53 of ratcd locally 
:ic, aconvllo, 'ia.; CS1, bi ons A 3, Ga. 

ado, ia. an- N53, Charleston, S. C., bause 
.hey have co -nizance. 

- , —, r' DIVISIC 

T cvTr' p'r ( T 
- J • S U ..i.- , - ...j .. .. , 

Will conduct credit and arrest checks in an effort 
to locate and interview the subject in accordance with instructions 

c±nc d in re Bureau air" I. 

LOS ANG.LES, CLl. 

Will check credit and arrest files in an attenpt to 
and interview the subject, as indicated above. 

T; 2- DIVi S ION 

AT OILANDO  'IL, 

Will maintain cotct with the subject 2s wife, 
77 EZZLL, 636 22nd st., Orlando, Fla., in order to 

.e r  a, in the subject s whereabouts, and set forth appropriate 
eads for an immediate interview. 

Will maintain contact with :. r. EMORY A. fOWLING, JR., 
i25 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando, for the above reason. 

2 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNID STATES DEPARTMENT OF J40 TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Ta 
A 

iJli pa, Florid. 
u,,-,t 13 9 1968 

PENELL EZZELL 

Rerence is imiade to pri or Co 
captioned matter the hOSt recent one bein dated June 19, 1968. 

till1 liiil unic ions in the 

r. Emory A. Doling, Jr., son of the o'ner of 
Prdue Radio , Te1evL:;is)n .,.nd Appliances, nc,2425 East 
Colonial Drive, Orlando, '1or1da, furni:;hed the following 
inforimiation on Auust 12 9 1968 

Prne1l Ezz11 recently had his Flo'ida drivers 
1icens revoked becau;e' he had been involved in n accident 
SOIlS Illenthe ago in North Carolina. Ezzell hadto t-rminate 
his eut'p1ynt with the cohipany as .i color TV technician 
becnuse be was unb1e to drive car ,nd his services were 
not needed on full time bu;is in the shop. Bec.use he 
wis unable to do his job in F1.rida, he ent to California 
to seek ewiployient. At thit time, he Ws not 'drinking and 
he was; perfectly ntrial. He had jut returned frow a trip 
to North Carolina, where he had :c.tten his; 1965 Buick 

automobile back from n SutoluObjiS repair ,arage. Lis 

On Saturday, August 10, 1968, Mr. Doling had 
received a ion:; ditance t1ephne call fro!!c, R lIinager of 
a ote1 in L.n'• Beach, California. He could not rec11 the 
manager name or the identity of the establishment which 
he represented. Th man.I:er inquired to whether he should 
c.h .t check for Perne1l Ezzell in the amount of about 
$200.00 he refused to reconiend cashing the check. He 
could not recall the n;h!,e of the bank on which the check 
was . rawn and h ,;,.Lid he did not speak ith Ezzell at the 
time, but he b-lieved he 'is standing nearby during the 
telephone cill, 
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PERNELL EZELL 

MT. Dowling said that he had no further inform 
concerning Ezzell at this 

tion 

On August 12, 196, Mrs Fay Ezell, wife of Pernell 
ll 636 22nd Street, Or1andt Florida , furnished th-

iollowing infornatin 

Perneil Ezzell hid his driver iicen- rev,ed for 
five ye by the State of Florida because he had hit a bridge 
with his 1965 uick in ir near Fayetteville, Nrth Carolina, 
or Clinton, North Carolina, during his last escapade. He hd 
been charged with driving while intoxicated Ezel1 aid th'.t 
be had paid for the dages to the bridge, buthie license w.s 
still revoked last week. Jfre. Ezzell eiid that her husb.n4 
tried to obtain bench work as a TV technician in th- Orlando, 
Florid,,,, re, but be T,Lis unsucces,;ful, since be had no driver's 
license and he could irn:Lt travel throughout the city to do his 
work. She advised that he left Orlando on Monday, August 5, 1968, 
for Clifornia, in order to seek eplynent0 

On Thursday, August 9. 1968, he called in the middle 
of the night, saying that he was in Los Angeles Californi, 
workint for an aircraft plant and making g.od niony0 H did 
not mention the name of his nployer or the location of th 
aircrft plant. He told his wife that he wnted her ;.mnd the 
family tL fly out in the near future when he would send uoney. 

On Saturday, tugust 11, 1968, Ezzell called bout 
8:00 P0, saying he was in Los Angeles, California. He reimarked 
to the effect that he bad been out of th c!untry and he had 
just gotten back, therefore, he bad not gotten a pernnent 
ddress. He did nt state where he could be reached or the 

naAe of his employer. He did not say whre he had gone while 
he was out of the country. rs. Ezzell said she is bitter 
because her huhand had run up about a $!, 00O00 djt on his 
Aterican Express Credit Card during his last suapath and he 
still has this card She said that she wanted bin to shor; 
good faith by supp ting her and tir child before she would 
decide whether or not to go to Califsrnia0 's. Ezzell s;id 
that she was not certain whether .r not Ezzell had been 
drinking, but she was unable to detect that he s under the 
influence of a1cob.1 from the sound of his voice on the two 
occaions • n which be made calls0 She said that if he does 

2 
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PEPNELL EZZELL 

not help ort their child, she will, cha nge her tlOne 
o lieed telephone number in the near future 

to avold getting talephone calls from her husband in the 
mAddle of the night. She explained that she he ti go to 

©1 day. She siid that she did not believe 
story about being out of the country and that he 

had possibly utilized the story to cover up for a period during 
which he had been drunk. She said that she could not believe 
but very little of any etatacnts that Ezell made tr her 
and she, therefore, dwes not question hirt when he calls her. 
She naid that she has n I rnation as to her husbands exact 

the identity of his eployer, or Liny of the details 
or location of the foreign trip that h, allegedly ade. She 
said that she did, not believe him because 1.0le did not previously 
have a passport and be had not had tiiie to obtain a passport 
before mllreegtdly going out of the country. She said that she 
is waiting to see if he shows good faith by sed1ng 11111oney for 
her and their child's support or -thether be will go on another 
escapade and go deeper into financial trouble. 

On August 12 9 l96,'Mrs. Mary Smith, Oran:15 County 
Drivers License Office, Orlando, Florida, furnished the following 

Pex'neil no middle name) Ezell, 636 22naStret, 
Orlando, Finn da, issued license nuHhher 
'94422 on April 8) ;968 It was •. rdercd revoked for five 
years by the Department of Public Safety, State of Florid ,-4 

Tallahassee, Florida, for driving while intodcated on the 
third of Atun a ten=yean period ft became effective 
May 27, 1968, but the order was not received end executed 
in Orlando. Foreda, until August 6, l96. The r4-vocation 
resulted iron Ezzell being convicted of driving while under 
the iniiuencc o x f intoioant in the State of North Car.lin0 
One of his oth;n suspensions of his driver's license 

s wa 
iron August 1,S- 1967, until F :a bruny 29, 1968 hsce he 
forfeited hood in the Stt of: South Caroftos, on a charge 
of drfvio \ hi is uodn the in:ilucoce of intoxi csmts 

Smith said that she did not have a record of 
the third offense pertaining to Ezell. 
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PELNELL EZZJELL 

Wi Agt 12 9 1968, Mrs LILA HOEQUIST, Oae 
Cowiity Auto ag Office, Or1aid 9 F1oda, finhed the 
fo1iowg 

Pell E1i or Fay Ezell, 636 22nd Street, 
F1ia obtained Florida aut o,ti, obile license 

registt1oni number 7W=10531, on May 19 1968 9 for a 1965 
:'u1ck 9 todocr sedan, and Florida license 7i518 the 
same date, for a 1966 C vr..1et, two-door sedan. The file 
conaiied no adthtional deecripti;ie information pertaining to 
these tobi1e 

Tnor his 
 document C taie neither race iedti.inis 

conclusions of the F0 It is the property of the FBI and 
i loaned t y.ur agency, it ad -its contents are not to be 
distributed outside, your agency. 

4* 
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