2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ENCLOSURE TO LEGAT OTTAWA from New Orleans (2)
Photos of JULES RICCO KIMBLE

NO 157-10673

RE: MURKIN

New Orleans airtel to Bureau, dated 8/15/68.
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unknown manufacture, bearing red license plates with white
figures,

BRUMLEY said he could very easily have made an
error in establishing the identity of the stranger as
JAMES EARL RAY inasmuch as there was a period of days
between the time he had first seen the poster of RAY and when
he had been approached by the unknown individual, BRUMLEY
stated that he thought that he would direct a letter to the
District Attorney General PHIL CANATE, Washington, D. C.,
in order to clarify the matter in his own mind.

On August 16, 1968, Chief of Police ARTHUR KENT,
Bisbee Police Department, advised that he had been notified
by WALTER BRUMLEY that the latter had observed someone
thought to have fit the description of JAMES EARL RAY.
KENT advised that BRUMLEY is a maintenance custodian at the
Bisbee High School, is married, and has one daughter,
who is an epileptic and retarded. He said BRUMLEY has
contacted his office in the past and has been of assistance
in providing the Police Department with various information
concerning criminal activities in the Bisbee area,.

KENT said that BRUMLEY first contacted his
department concerning this ptter shortly fellowing the
assassination of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING. When BRUMLEY
told him the stranger was occupying a room at the Hotel
Goldon, KENT stated he had a surveillance placed on the
suspect immediately., He advised he had given instructions
to his men on the surveillance to pick him up on the slightest
infraction of the law in order that the suspect coxég gg
ghotographed and fingerprinted. The surveillance/ & ligh

his purpose, although complaints were received from the
waitresses at the Bisbee Lunch that the suspect had an
evil way of looking at the girls employed there,

Hotel records at the Hotel Golden revealed the
suspect's name to be H, J, BLANKENSHIP and he had provided
his previous address as Tucson, Arizona,

KENT advised that BLANKENSHIP stayed at the hotel
for a period of about ten days and later rented a
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run~down home at 1221 Brewery Gulch in Bisbee. BLANKENSHIP
stayed at that home until the end of April. KENT said

that during April, BLANKENSHIP stayed in the Bisbee area

and never developed any male or female associates. No one
saw him leave the Bisbee area and he left with his rent paid.

KENT stated that after he and his police force
first saw BLANKENSHIP, he discounted the possibility of
his being JAMES EARL RAY, inasmuch as he did not fit the
description given for RAY on the wanted posters., He said
the only reason the Police Department continued the
surveillance on BLANKENSHIP was because he looked like a
potential trouble-maker and that it appeared he may have had
perverse sexual motives, He stated that he has not seen
BLANKENSHIP in the Bisbee area since that time,
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Memo Rosen to Del.oach
RE: MURKIN

Inspector N. A. Zachary (National Academy) has
personally listened to the Memphis Police Department tapes,
as well as conducted interviews with individuals involved,
including officers and possible witness, and Inspector
Zachary advised that it is his confirmed opinion that the
entire matter has no basis in fact and has no bearing on
the assassination.

We have interviewed several individuals whe could
possibly have made this citizens broadcast. Edward LeMaster
Montedonico, Jr., age 18, of Memphis, Tennessee, considered
to be most likely suspect by the Memphis Police Department and
us, advised that there are thousands of licensed citizens band
eperators in Memphis as well as thousands of operators who are
not licensed. He also told us there is no way for anyone,
including the Federal Communications Commission, to identify
the sender of a transmission such as that one unless the
individual who made the transmission said that he was the
individual who made the broadcast. He, of course, denied
making such a broadcast.

Mr. M. Bolkoff, Chief of Investigations, Federal
Communications Commission Headquarters, Washington, D, C.,
advised it is impossible to identify the sender of a transmission
unless the sender identifies himself by name or by call letters.

It is noted that the father of Montedonico advised us
his son does operate a citizens band radio and his son was home
during the time the broadcast was made. It is further noted
that Montedonico resides in the general area from which the
broadcast was believed to have emanated and he operates a
citizens band base station.

The Memphis Police Department, who made an extremely
extensive investigation concerning this, is of the confirmed
opinion that every possible minute aspect of this has been
thoroughly investigated and checked out; and they feel that no
further investigation is warranted. We have thoroughly reviewed
this report with the Memphis Division independently with that of
Memphis Police Department and our Memphis Office recommends that
no further investigation be conducted. Memphis will, of course,
make a thorough and complete investigation if any further com-
plaints or information are received regarding this broadcast or
any such allegations.
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SAC RESPONDED THAT IN CONTACTS WITH STEPHENS, STEPHENS HAD

;BEEN COOPERATIVE, HAD INDICATED NO RELUCTANCE ON HIS PART AT

j ANY TIME TO COOPERATE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT, HAD GIVEN EVERY
' INDICATION HE WOULD CONTINUE TO COOPERATE AND THAT SAC HAD NO
| KNOWLEDGE RE POSSIBLE FLIGHT ON THE PART OF STEPHENS. SAC ON
? WITNESS STAND APPROXIMATELY SIX TO EIGHT MINUTES. STEPHENS® ATTORNEY
! IS HARVEY L. GIPSON.
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL JIM BEASLEY ADVISED
SAC MEMPHIS THAT JUDGE O HEARN AFTER HEARING VARIOUS WITNESSES AND
TESTIMONY OFFERED IN INSTANT CASE DID RELEASE CHARLES Q. STEPHENS.
RELEASE OF STEPHENS MADE SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT ON HIS PART THAT
HE WOULD NOT LEAVE JURISDICTION OF COURT AND THAT IF POLICE
PROTECTION BECAME NECESSARY AT LATER TIME HE WOULD WILLINGLY
SUBMIT TO SAME. STEPHENS RELEASED FROM CUSTODY THIS DATE. P.
END
SLB
FBI WASH DC
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\ AugustliI 1968 .
GENERAL INVESTIGAWIVE DIVISION
This is case involving murder of Martin

Luther King, Jr.

Attached relates to state court appearance
of SAC Jensen on 8-21-68, as a result of sub-
poena duces tecum received by him on
8-20-68, directing that he appear in state
court Shelby County, Tennessee, and bring
with him documents pertaining to Charles
Quitman Stephens.

Stephens, a witness in this case, lived in a
rooming house at which Ray stayed on 4-4-68.
Matter in court related to writ of habeas

corpus in order that Stephens, who is being
held by state as a material witness, might
be released from incarceration. Subpoena
discussed with Department, and as result,
they sent telegram to SAC Jensen directing
Jensen not to answer questions concerning
investigation of King case, and if necessary,
advise court he is under specific instructions
of Attorney General and cite Departmental
Orders.
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with the fingerprints of subject's brother JERRY RAY
previously submitted instant matter.

The Memphis and Chicago Divisions should be advised
of the results of afore-mentioned examination and the enclosed
items should be returned to Chicago upon completion of
examination.
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