THE PLAIN DEALER, SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 1963

ferson Cily, knew Ray as
one of about 1,500 men be-
hind the walls, a few shert
blocks from the state capi-
tol and the governor’s man-
sion on the Missouri River.

“He was as near a non-
entity as any person I ever
met,” Wilkinson said. “He
was innocuous.”

Wilkinson is an expert in
his field. le has spent 30
yvears in the federal prison
system, including a five-
year term with the Bureau
of Prisous in Washington,

“IE SWAS LIKE anyone
else,” Wilkinson said. “Ilis
pattern of existence in the
penitentiary. Owens  got
ships, no cnemies.” He was
a passive personaiity. He
gave the appearance of in-
doleace. Ilis attitude was
‘Here T am, so what?'”

Ray, incidentally, had
been arrested with an ac-
complice, James Owens, for
the robbery of a Kroger Co.
store on Ohio Avenue in
South St. Louis. he was sen-
tenced on fwo counts —
armed robbery and aufo
theft — 1o 20 years in the
penitentiery.  Owens  got
only scven years, Dur-
ing the filth day of his trial
beiore Circuit Court Judge
Johin C. Cascy in St. Louis,
Ray tried to escape. Hle was
caught by sherifi’s deputies
in an elevator in the Munici-
pal Court Duilding:

Attempted  jail escapes,
said Wiikinson, took Ray out
of tiie Innocuous class seve
era: times.

“ITe tried to attract atten-

But officials finally discov-
ered that a 3x5-foot bread
box, in which bread was
trucked twice a week from
the prison to the prison
farms, was Ray's hid-
ing place to the outside.

Witkinson said he is con-
vinced Ray had the aid of
another inmate, who also
worked in the kitchen with
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LAY, WORKING in the
kitchen slicing bread, wore
white clothes, not the green
durgarees  with black
stripes worn by regular
prisoners.

No one knows, Wilkinson
said, how Ray left Jefferson
City. No leads have devel-
oped on whether he left by
foot, car or airplane.

A Dbrother, John Larry
Ray, had visited Ray for
4% hours the day before
Ray disappeared. He made
his escape about 8:30 a.m.
and a check was not made
until 1 p.m,

John Ray told a St. Louis
Post-Dispatch reporter that:
‘Ie and I btoth are strong
supporters of George Wal-
lace,”  former Alabama
governor and a states rights
cendidate for president,

Wilkinson saw nothing sig-
nificant in the Ray Yhrothers
talking polities or talking
George C. Wallace.

“IFOUR AND a half hours
isa long time,” Wilkinson
said. “Even the closest of
relatives run out ot things
to talk about.”

Wilkinson said sometimes
a prouing bar is used in the
bread boxes when the truck
is in the saily port, a tunnel
through which the truck
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RAY'S PLACE—The Grcepevine Tavern in south St. Louis which is

operated by John Larry Ray.

Pen claim Ray could have
left with a bankroll as high
as $2,000.

One prisoner told me: “I
saw a man with $7.500 on
him the other night.”

But Wilkinson's records
show the most Ray ever
“had on the books' was two
entries of $5 each which he
sent tq a brother in 1963.

“TIIAT'S  TIHIE  biggest
money he ever dealt with,”
Wilkinson said.

Ray ordered items {rom
Scars, Rocbuck — tennis

Ryen, and his grandmother
as rs. Mary Mabhler, 1913
Ilickory Street, St. Louis,

Both women are dead, but
they are not forgotten on
the hot, dusty sireet in
South St. Louis,

NO. 1913 Ilickory Sireet is
a doorless  rundown  two-
stay brick house with the
Frneh avehitectural influ-
ene of 75-100 years old.
Ths section off Missouri
Avnue was once the proud
tra.lined properties of well-
tolo merchants,
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he's gained lots of weight.”

{One of the London board-
ing house landiords claimed
a hypodermic ncedle was
left in Ray’s roor.)

Dut  the neighbors on
Hickory Street had to ad-
mit they saw little of James
Karl Ray during the past 12
yeoars.

Ray enlisted in the Army
in 1946 and was out in 1948.
He served three months at
hard labor {or being drunk
and resisting arrest.

IN 1049, IS was given a
90-day sinicuce in Los An-

Ray a “lnser, a punk,” but
.‘ns' prison  colleagucs de-
scrype him as a ‘“‘real pro.”

“IT HAD money on kim
in prison,” an ex-convict
said. “"Guys like that are
always targets. But no one
ever sfole or tried to steal
from Tlay. There was some-
thing about him. Like he'd
kill, if you'd try anything.”

Ray’s brother, John Lar-
ry Ray, operates a bar at
the corner of Arscnal and
Illinois avenues, in South St
Louis. The liquor license is
in the name of Mrvs. Carol
Pepper, Rayv’s sister, who
reportedly “'is married very
well.”

The bar, the Grapevine,
catering  to neighborhood
walk-in trade, is a down-at-
the-heel place. A padiock
was on the front deor the
day I waited about 10 hours
to see Joiin Ray. He never
even opened the bar that
day.

John L. Ray is described
as a ‘'weirdo’ by~ persons
who Kuow him and the
Grapevine saloon.

“THERE'S SOMETHING
in his head that doesn't con-
nect too weil,” a {riend of
his said. “Iie blows up fast.
You have to be careful what
you say to iiim. lie'd shoot
you as soon as talk to you.”

Jolin Ray recently was ac-
quitted on a shooting serape.

Neither Joan nor Jerry
Ray — like James Darl —
is marricd. But all have
reputaticns for Liking wom-
en. In fact, the i
points aleit for Ray inclua-
ed toe information that he
would hixely be scen in the

ail-
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CONTINICD

in Alon 1, e was the eldest of
nine children of Ceorge and Lu-
cille Maher Ray, a Caholic fanily

P e

that wae to drift from river town

.

o town throughout the Uepres-

con, When he was one year oid,
the family moved apiiver to Quin-
cy, P when he was 6. they man od
acioss the river 1o Dwing, Mo
and when he was

the izl wrade,  they Moved
again to Quincy. The MoGf e

i R L

faree,  shifiiess  family  commg
a \ 4

where work was scarce was havd-

fy a welcome one {oi Communities

with already too little to share.
The tanily even began to think of

Heeli with the same carelossness
AR R T

ac the towns theoselves had: they
wore dentified as the Rayns, the
Raynes or the Raines, either be-

o Ciuse of the way Rav was diawied
G
: e,

out or ftom confusions with past

Lt

fammlies, The culdien cared hitle
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in any case and often went o

school under different names.
Jimmy was the eidest. but he ai-

readly seemed to be weating hand-

me-downs; an raral poverty, no

ane s over ofd enough; there i< al-

PR T NOPRET I

ways someone before you \irg
Osecar Graves, who was principal
oi the Lwing o hool, recails Rave
e was a rebel Fle rebetiod
against authority ana fis aprioach

1o maost of his teachers was very

A e G S b T

bad, He ahways seemed to have
trouble getung his assignmeats
on dme  Bot he was a seasive

e w4 i R

bov | oremember ho came wp o
my osk one day waearing

overalls  and  asked

4
i . oo
Bcmtinn

thoupht the other kads wo

A i
attention to his appearance.”
I TN RN The school record was consds
‘ crably more brusgue  james fad
Ray was ooly an the weond arade

Drnie b avas heingnogeeTed

V! N
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scon the time when they had a % e

sack of potatoes to eat- Sthat's all, Suizan fome b
just a sack of potatoes” now been v

rernembers o local resident,

Az they grew up, the Ray chil- the scatteiod a0
deon were either 1o drift olf or of COMITIaN i v
to he routinely placed in foster lockod scrcen o
hames, seldom again seeing an- their fanenis of 1
other memher of the family, Even aganst Jimimy RO
today, Gerald Ray. a hrother, in- ciear which the ranuly
cicis  their  Dather's name was hate most: that Roe may e
Gooree, white oy Ray's birth resonsinie for 20t g
cortificate sboves 1t was fames. An or that therr pownbors o
uncie, Witliam € Maber, of Abon, e trodh ol ther o

caye of the Ravs: W taed 1o

stay away fror theo They 2ways
soined o want sometiiong

Begides jarny, here weie

jorie Ray tvhvo died e ¢ Then thew
aftee sntring Bersedl on o awvith 2 wWhio says Sy,
rother” Over ihe ye
ol jean, Geratd, Tronkiin heen 1 drooble as of
wojery
|
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Delano (who awas killed i TG w. (it
when he and a giri tiend ran ing, il
tieir car oit a brdze into the tomed to thei
fiver at Quincy; the funcral pro- the family is prot
vided once of the sow Ray family brother. “AUer we wed

f A i

reunions;, Susan fane and  Max. he says, “obout the oni
The father died in 1951 most could see him was wiie

probably of dhronic atcohohsm: visibng me in jail o whe
ihe tother in 1961 OF the other visit him. One or the ©
surviving Rays of Quincy, NMelba was in jait most of the b
Ray was in a succession of foster wrote me a iot”
homes and today spends most of Jerry s, with s o
hor time in the lohby of the de- Jow  professionai
caying Viiginia tiowel on Qak

Street. Occasionaily, she goes to

her $30-a-month room upstairs 1o

fondlie a giant wooden cross which

she has painted ced, wvhite ane!d

. . .
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dhose dresh 205 aod seved cointedd
his change.” Taaias Roves Lad fup-
ner lofts, to whom Ray paiid 52

Jor a four-week bartending course

e,
ionind him an apt pupils “Self-con-
ficlont il pood hand coordina-
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by contrast Kathy Norlon

{right), one of his dancing instruc-

Bis  evenings SG-cort

i meek

drinking
serewdrivers, calls him

e

ors, remermbers him as wehuinsy”
andd socially inept. Bo Del Monte
(above), bartender at the Rabbit's
Foul Club where Ray often spent

kind oi man”'--except for ihe night

he got into an argument wiih
(

wonman  about

and loudly denounced @ Newe

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

the ace

IoLAY] Vied

oA

Ty

-

TSR

PAETIN

i T A T

en T

gy

b sag €

8oy
Wt

T Y oI




e i A A A Y

COMIINUED

broke lonse and ran o an eleva- baps a way 1o do procisely what

e, where he was caught. the skinny schoolbov i [wing,

A

Moo had alwavs wanted to have
on, Ray distinguishied himseis only happen--to rehiel, be recaptured

15}

For the rext eV €208 1N eis-

by a serics of solitary escape at- ond revall agam “Hey, kids, s
l«_"m;):‘; which earped him the nick- THE MOLDY Once he tried o
name “The Maole” Tor tis quiet, scale a wall and was kaooked un-
angry fiptre the ventures were per- conacious swhen his makeshift lac-
haps a sowce of amusement, pet- der collapsed; another time, in

ma

\‘ ~ Y Y v g b ST "\(\:‘\"‘ SR A I
From a grocery store

o the act of holding up <
Louis grocery in 1959, Ray and ac-
complice Joseph Austin were pho-
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1966, e hid for two dave in a von-
tilator shait, then (l,l;.‘.l('(i to a
FooRop only 10 fave a goard spol
his hands coming up over ihe top.
He wis irying o pecape with
$415, razor blades, a hroken mi-
for and & bag ol aseoitrd pills,

fhen, exactly  year ago, he tinal-

vy died it

togeapbied by a fived-for on 1 ani-
era normally  used o identidy
chieck cashers. Austin unknovemnagly

A tonked Bre oy avir Waning 1o

g

ﬁ .’ - H l Ty , | ! '
noihe carioudy it woried tat -

ciodes a sleck, bicached ship of

dupht have seemed 34 or even 28

years old, depending on the shade,

the tune of day or how close he

Nondiv Hotivwood, Eric Starvo Galt
"

s wttienr to the bar lamp ol the
Rabbypts Tont Cinh ol wi was

viocd fn trant ot the caniera Helfy)
DedfGie e amvid Rav ifhed the (asd

regiader of $1.200. Then he
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swing; fasl Naveber, he wenl oo
a marijuana-buving junket o Moex-
icu. “Shuron.” one of his halls
room danee instructors, fiad sug-
gosted W ihe gl at the Natiosal
Darce Stdios i Long Beach that
A hadd developed a crisky
e cud, when he
Galt led

Frer pup
Lo trembiiog

:
i
Jdaod too close. Bt

T k”"?\ I
Cal m,v\

fovvert Kav out foonter) as balh
stufied their porkeis. At

policeman holds their hats, [ost in

Ris white Mustany after only an
haw on Go-To Might, and {or
4245, paid 0 advance, enrolied in
bartending school instead.

James Lol Roy had never had
his pichae among the “big deal-
ey in the warden’s aloum n the
Missouri State Penitentiary. toy Prs-
on, like ary kid from Alon or

a to the mos

the escape. Arrested two months
later for anothes robbery, Ray was

convicted and sentenced (o 20

Quincy o1 Ewing or Sheibing, Mo,
he had never mixed with the big
boys from Kansas City and St
Lotis. “He's innocuous,”
warden. “He's

saied the
ponoy ante.”

That is, James Lol Roy. slight
andi round-shouldered. who
flinched, smilod a crooked. pii-

vate grin and  somelimes  even

\gwa& R\‘

vears in the Missouri penitentiary.
Hoe was serving this term when he
escaped last year and vanished.
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seenmed to walk on a dant, was
once peany anie. Bot, says ithe
P on Apal g4 a0 Mempius, ai
the moment Martin buther Kng
died, all the bibs Tor the Mus-
tange. the shoes, e danang ies-
sopv and 2 50 3000 Remington
——ang maybe the bitter chiidhood
——came doe,
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Moryie Ryskind, pulitzer Prize \sinnin,i
p\aywright, will substitute for William F.
Buckley J1t. during the latter’s yacation.

BY MORRILE RYSKIND
REASON WwOouULD suacest that the
which felled Senator Kennedy

rged from 2 aun which might have
unobtainable if a proper BuN

had been 10 effect. John

Kennedy's slayer ordered his gun
thr9\\qh tb«:;g otne r'\gp‘u(ﬂiﬁibi
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policeen At firernen in

riots Ero:nmah\y aot (heir weapons just
as easily. . i

AT N gy .
Joting which, 1 recently sucgested it
was high time for a federal law, one with
harsh teeth in it to prevent the
indiscriminate sale of firearms.

Conceding My lack of expertise on this
controversial subject, 1 saw no reason
why 2 purchaser with a legitimate use
for a gun should ohject 10 strict
regulation, down to cetting a police okay
and being ﬁngcrprimcd_

«gurely the rights guarantecd by the
second Amendment were not intended to
provide criminals with an arsenal,” 1
wrote, and added 1 realized no law could
ever stop 2 determined killer from
obtaining a gum, but that such a statute
might cut our appalling crime rate.

The first response to that piece canie
from a reader in Amarillo who agreed
courteously hut vigorously about 1y
lack of expertise on the matter, and
predictcd 1'd get enough protests against

my stand to last me a lifetime.

Almost Unanimous

How RIGHT he was! To date, of 163
letters on that column, only two back
me; the rest vary all the way from
calling me misguided to hinting I'm
guilty of subversion.

some point out that our own Cominu-
nists have long advocated just such a
law; others that Hitler enacted a similtar
measure. The intent in both instances
being to disarm the decent citizens and
leave inE€N1 defenseless against the
weaponry ¢f uniformed gunmen serving
the police state.

1 realize how touchy the subject 1s
when such an implication can be read
into my piece. 1 never c¢ven remotety
suggested that the honest citizen be
deprived of arms with which to defend
himself against danger. 1 asked only,
especially in view of recent happenings.
that there be 2 strict supervision over
the sale of firearms, lest they fall into
bad hands — as ohviously was the case
in the slaymz of Robhert Kennedy.

As a matter of fact, T have strong
persona\ motives for wishinz those with
pona-fide reasons to posSSess arms the
rizht to do s0. For my son, who lives in
Washington, has for over a year had a
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS. . 1lée45s
Murdey)
JAMES EARL RAY, Alias

‘“~_;f~e-ﬂ-*—"‘*’”
CRLACKWELL, CIERK
MOTION TO PRODUCE I m- T T T

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and
through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This
Honorable Court to require the attorney for the State to produce
to the attorney for defendant, and-allow him to inspect and/or
duplicate, books, papers, documents or tangible objects obtained
from or belonging to the defendant or obtained from others which
are in possession of, or under the control of the attorney for
the sSstate or any law enforcement officer, including, but not
limited to the following, to-wit:

1. BAny firearm or other weapon belonging to defendant or
allegedly used in committing the crime charged.

Any automobile allegedly ownad Or operated

and all objects found therein.

Records of or documents pertaining to any hotel, motel,
rooming house or other purported place of residence, temporary
or permanent, of defendant or others.

4. All photographs purportedly showing defendant or others
sought in connection with the crime herein charged.

5. Any and all penal records and files of defendant,

including any and all medical, optomctric, or psychiatric reports
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contained therein or produced while defendant was in custody

of any authority.

6. Any and all military records of defendant, including
results of medical, coptometric, or psychiatric tests and results
of proficiency tests.

7. Passports, visas and applications therefor,

8. Records of entry and exit to and from this or any other
country.

9. Documents, records or objects pertaining to transpor-
tation of or travel by defendant.

10. Evidence and test fingerprints of defendant.

11. Any sets of fingerprints used or displaye:” in any search
for defendant.

12. Any fingerprints of defendant or other persons found
on tangible objects named or produced herein.

13. Ballistic and weapons tests and reports thereof.

14. Expended slugs from a firearm, or fragments thereof.

15. Bullets, hulls, shells or casings, expended or un-

expended.

16,  Maj oarers or oth ocbiects reortedl
handled by defendant.

17. Logs and records of calls made over the radio network
of any law enforcement agency of Shelby County, Tennessee, during
the period of April 4, 1968 through April 5, 1968.

18. The names and addresses of all witnesses for the State
in this cause.

19. Any and all statements, signed or unsigned, attributed

to or purportedly made by defendant and any and all statements
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made in the presence of defendant to which note of his
reaction was made.

20. Autopsy and toxicologists reports concerning any alleged
victim of the crime charged herein.

21. The minutes and nates of Grand Jury proccedings in

Respectfully submitted,

4/4% & fwwm q\/

Attorney ro defendant.
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY,TENNESSEE

FILED - __ '
J. A.. BLACK!&E L CL"U{

7/

NO. 16819 BY. . g D.

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS.
(Carrying a dangerous weapon)
JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS,

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITIHDRAW PLEA
AND TG (GULSH INDICTMENT

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and
through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves
This Honorable Court for leave to withdraw the plea here-
tofore entered, and if that be granted, defendant further
moves that the Indictment heretofore filed ke gquashed and
as grounds therefor assigns the fo%lowing:

1. Defendant was brought within the geographical
jurisdiction of this court from England by virtue of
proceedings under an international extradition treaty
with Great Britain, to face only the charge of murder.

2. The Indictment in the present case charges defen-
dant with carrying a dangerous weapon with the intent to go

armed.

3. Said charge is not one with which defendant was
charged in the proceedings for his extradition from Great
Britain, thereby rendering This Honorable Court without
jurisdiction to hear, try or proceed further with this case.

Respectfully Submitted

Gihoe o ),

HANES & HANES (/
Attorney for Defendant
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