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he has been making an investigation concerning the activities 
of this woman. No information was furnished to Mr. EDGAR 
DOWNING. 

LEADS: 

MEMPHIS 

Will conduct indices check concerning EDGAR 
DOWNING. It ehould be noted that referenced Bureau 
airtel instructs that no interview of SARTOR should be 
conducted until the Bureau advises to do so. 
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FBI 

Date: 10-1-68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ----------,,--;::---,-:------,----,----------ii 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ AM I 

(Priority) I 

.. 

________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P 

MURKIN. 

There are enclosed original and one copy each of 
newspaper clippings in captioned matter. 

Q BUREAU (Enc. 10) 
1 MEMPHIS 

RGJ:BN 
(4) 

\ 

cl WM,, (},hi/, 
Af.~,~: ____ __,__~---

u Special Agent in Charge 

I 

REC- ti5 

Sent ______ M 

I 
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• 
Stories writter:.. by Hamil­

ton and Edmundson on Sept. 
12 quoting the other two de­
fendants were responsible 
for Judge Battle's order de­
manding they show cause 
why they should not be held 
in contempt of his previous 
orders barring extra-judicial 
statements concerning the 
Ray case set for trial Nov. 
12. 

STATEMENT 
Battle read a long pre­

pared statement in which he 
cited the news articles of the 
t w o reporters, criticized 
Hanes and his investigator 
for making extra-judicial 
statements, and added that I 
he believed "Mr. Edmund­
son told the truth" as op­
posed to investigator Hays. 

Battle cited S u p r e m e 
Court cases, particularly 
Sheppard vs. Maxwell, back­
ing up his order on extra-ju­
dicial news. He said, "these 
two newspaper reporters 
avoid responsibility by using 
the immunity of the First 
Amendment," but he main­
tained that they knew the 
regulations of the order be­
cause it was widely dissemi­
nated. 

Battle summed up his find­
ings by saying: 

"Justice demands a fair 
trial by an impartial jury 
both for James Earl Ray 
and the State of Tennessee." 

After the judge announced 
his decision, attorneys for 
the two newsmen requested 
a brief recess. The group 
came back into the court­
room a short time later and 
Ezra Bryan, Scripps-Howard 
Newspapers' attorney from , 
Cleveland, presented two 
motions. 

ASKS SENTENCE 
Bryan asked Judge Battle 

to reconsider his decision 
and, in the event this mo­
tion was not granted, to im­
pose sentence so that an 
appeal could be made. 

Bryan argued that to with­
hold sentence would be to 
place the newspapers and 
their reporters "in limbo" as 
to what they could print 
about the Ray case. 

"This is a matter with 
which conscientious report­
ers and responsible newspa­
pers cannot possibly live," 
said Bryan. 

• 
DENIAl, )JATTLE . 

Judge Battle denied both Much ?f the mormng ses-
t. H 'd th t whi·1·· __ __.cff'in consisted of a hot verbal mo 10ns. e sa1 a e------ :-b·~ I b d 

h " ld d 1 sympa- att e etween reporter E • 
e cou eep Y _ mundson and Robert Liv-

thize" with the newspapers' ingston attorney for Hays 
desire to have an appellate over th~ Sept. 12 story which 
court act, he was not ready 
to pass sentence at this time, Edmundson wrote; 
as he had said in his earlier In Edmundson s 8-para-
ruling. graph story . Hays ~as 

Much of this morning's quoted as saying security 
session was taken up with measures for Ray. at the 
arguments concerning the Shelby _Co~.nty. Jail com-
truth of statements attribut- pared wi_th deyices used by 
ed to Hays by Edmundson Communist pohce agents to 
· h' Commercial Appeal deStr0 y th~ he_al~h and bal-
m 15 - ance of their victims." 
story. Ed d 

Armistead Clay, attorney m~ndson ,quote Hays 
for Memphis Publishing Co. as saying Ray s ~ealt~ was 

t. both Hami'lton threatned by bnght hghts represen mg - I ft h' · · ht d d · 
and Edmundson, told the e_ s mmg mg an a_y 1n 
court in his arguments for _his cell, by con_stant momtor-
dismissal that it was clear mg of the pnsone: by TV 
the U.S. Supreme Court "de- cameras an~ by unmterrupt• 
liberately refrained" from ed lack of ~r!vacy. 
authorizing such orders that The co~ditio~s are not the 

Id be used against the ~esult of intentional persecu-
cou t,on, Edmundson q u o t e d 
press. Hays as saying. 

'AIN'T TALKING Leo Bearman Jr. was 
The other two defendants prosecutor today for the bar 

were reluctant to comment. association committee push-
Asked if 'he had a statement ing the contempt action. He 
to make, the elder Hanes replaced Lucius Burch, who 
said with a laugh: "Yeah, was prosecutor Friday and 

was out of the city today. 
Arthur Hanes Jr. defended 
his father. 

I've got a statement to make 
-I ain't talking." 

Hays, when asked if he 
would comment, said: "No, 
sir. I'm not even me." 

Court recessed until this 
afternoon, when Judge Bat­
tle was to continue hearing 
the motion by defense attor­
ney Hanes that the defend­
ant, James Earl Ray, was 
subjected to c_ruel treatment 
by means of the lights and 
TV cameras trained on him 
in his cell. 

SPECULATION 
_ There was speculation that 
Ray would be brought down 
from jail for the hearing. 
The senior Hanes said he 
wouldn't call Ray, but the 
judge might want him, in 
connection with Hanes' mo­
tion that the TV camera and 
lights in the prisoner's cell 
are bothering him. 

Giving rise to this specula­
tion was that today, for the 
first time, Sheriff William 
Morris was sitting in the 
courtroom. , 

ETIDCS 
Early in the session the 

question of press ethics fea­
tured a verbal battle be­
tween Edmundson and Liv­
ingston. 

The clash was over a story 
Edmundson wrote about an 
interview with Hays. Last 
Friday Hays said he talked 
w i t h Edmundson three 
times, including once at 
Hays' home. 

Edmundson said Friday 
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• that I t)H! i7tervlew from Livingston added: 
which the story was written ''tn i11e eve lit that Hays 
took place at The Commer- should be found in contempt 
cial Appeal office. <----or-this court, his work as an 

T6day Edmundson was investigator would be seri-
first on the witness stand, ously hampered," and added 
being questioned at length that J~mes E~rl ~ay "will 
by Livingston. Edmundson be denied a fair trial before 
testifiM: an impartial jury." 

"He (Hays) said, 'I trust Livingston questioned Ed-
you. Us,e your jtudgment.' mundson in great detail 

"I protectM Mr. Hays by about his notes on the meet-
writil'lg just a minor part of in~s with Havs. Edm1md.,on 
what he said. You're not said that after the session 
serving your own interests last Friday he had made a 
by pressing this point. He cursory search for his note• 
gave me a hand-written book, but had not been able 
statement by a man report- to find it. 
edly present when this shoot- NOTES 
ing occurred." 

OBJECTION 
Bearman objected to the 

questioning. 
Livingston replied: 
"Every time I ask him 

(Edmundson) a question for 
a 'yes' or 'no' he goes off cirt 
a big dissertation." 

In the beginning of testi­
mony, Livingston asked that 
charges against Hays be dis­
missed because of Edmurtd­
son's testimony at the end of 
last Friday's ail-day session. 

Referring to Edmundson, 
Livingston said: 

Hays' attorney accused 
Edmundson of making men­
tal rather than verbal notes. 
Edmfmdson pointed out th;it 
most reporters do both. Ed· 
m11ndson retorted: 

"The material witness you 
are talking about had noth• 
ing to do with the story that 
was written. I wrote the sto­
ry from the interview with 
H~_vs At rnv offirP. When I 
visited Hays' home the 
material witness was there, 

' but the story in question had 
been published weeks be­
fore." 

Edmundson said he would 
be glad to furnish a memo -
a long one - that had been 
written bv him to the metro­
politan editor from the notes 
of the interview with Hays. 
Edmundson said. hnwever, 
that he had asked Hays to 
talk to him and "tell me 
what the defense attitude 
was and what the defense 
was going to be. He did tell 
me. and what was printed 
was a minor part. The rest 
can be seen in the memo." 

The junior Hanes rose at 
this point and said, "I object 
to plans of the defense 
(being admitted) ... I deny 
we had anything to do with 

"He acted against the ad­
vice of his own attorney (Ar­
mistead Clay). We had a 
material witness in the 
courtroom Friday who could 
have refuted the testimony. 
He left on a Greyhound bus 
Friday afternoon for the 
state of Kerttucky, and Mr. 
Hays has not been able to 
reach him all weekend. I 
submit Hays' rights were 
prejudiced by this unusual 

1 

procedure - after both at­
torneys presented their argu­
ments, the court recessed 
and Mr. Edmundson went 
into a huddle with his attor­
ney. Against the attorney's 
advice, he sought permission 
of tM court to testify." , the defendant." 

WITNESSES 
Livingston said there were 

also many members of the 
bar present Friday who were 
to be presented as character 
witnesses. He said they 
could not be present today 
because of other commit­
ments. Livingston also again 

urged that Burch be re- ' 
moved as chairman of bar 
committee because he was 
attorney for Martin Luther 
K~~ I 

INADMISSIBLE 
Battle ruled the unpub­

lished material inadmissable 
because it mi~ht prejudice 

· the case against Ray. 
Livingston said "when this 

witness testified he said he 
did not put everything in 
that Mr. Hays said. This 

shows he put everything in 
he wanted to. Do I under­
stal'ld he (Hays) did not 
come unsolicited to your of-
fice?" ' ' 

• Edmondson: "I• -went by 
his office to ask him to come 
see me. He was not there 
and I left word for him to 
call." 

Livingston: "You didn't 
know him before? You saw 
him on Sept. 6 ~1 the court-
room." I • 

ton that h·e consid~red him­
self a better judge of how the 

L
sto'.y should be written than 

1vmgston. 
. Edmundson turned to the 
J~dge and o~jected to some 
o kthe questions Livingston 
as ed. Battle warned Liv­
ingston not to "rag the w1·t­
ness." 

Edmondson: ~.I didn't see Edmundsolr haA_n as ed if 
. ' 

1 
Livingston the k . 

h · . · th ~. •"--''•ever had 
tm t~~re 1_n the sense of ~ co1 plaints about his 

reco 0 mzmg him " ' " . I ' 
Livingston: "How did you re Port 1 ,1 g. Edmundson 

know where his office was?" brought laughs. from specta-
Ed · tors when he said he had and 

. mond_s~n: "That would that chief among them was 
involve giv1~g away certain Burch, chairman of the bar 
~o~rces. I did not feel that I committee. Edmundson of-

a to protect Mr. Hays any fered to describe the circum-
longer when he came here stances of the complaint but 
and told deliberate false- Judge Battle ruled th~t it 
hoods. ! .°? longer felt any was not pertinent. 
responsib11t~y to protect him Edmundson repeated his 
as ~ 5?urce. statement that all of the in-

Li~fmgston asked Edmond- formatiort printed in his sto-
son I he made any attempt 
to find his notes after he 
learned that Hays had filed a 
sworn denial to anything 
that Edmondson had in his 
story. 

FACTS 
E d m o n d s o n said he 

though_t i~ was a legal move 
~n,d paid little attention to it. 

1 m _not so deeply inter­
ested in legal formalities as 
I am the facts," said Ed­
mondson. i 

There W:ts a ~kirmish be-
,. 
1 l '. 

tween lldmondson and Liv­
ingston over what indirect 
and direct quotations meant 
in a reporter's vocabulary. 
~-dm_ondson said heatedly 

indirect quotations don't 
represent a word-for-word 
account. They are an accu­
rate reflection of what he 
(Hays) told me." 

Livingston questioned Ed­
mondson about a phrase in 
his story saying Hays "said 
last night." Edmondson said i 
"he came to my office fairly / 
late in the afternoon - about 

1

, 

4: 30-and it was about 6: 15 
when he left.' 1 

I Livingston said he still 
wanted to know what Ed­
mondson meant by "night." 

Edmondson said "I con­
sider night begins at 6 p.m." 

STORY WRITING 
Several times Livingston 

questioned Edmundson about 
why some statements in Ed­
mundson 's story were direct 
quotations and some indi- / 
rect. 

Edmu,ndson tpld Livings- /
1 

I 

~Y was s-;orrect ~nd that he, 
m_ fact, had left out many 
thmgs Hays ha3 told him 
concerning the cte. 

n Hay~, in reb_i;tt[ testimo­
y said the interview b 

~~~t'f 'himself and Edmun~: 
pn, the Hays home took 

pl;ce bi:: .. fore , th~ story in 
question was prjpted. 

!-fays·.\aid t;,illJnterview in 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Court· Puts Off 
Sentencing 

By JOHN MEANS 
Four men were ruled in con-. 

tempt of court for violating I 
•court orders on pre-trial pub­
licity in the James Earl Ray 
case · yesterday, but Criminal 
Court Judge Preston Battle re­
fused to impose sentence pend­
ing their "future actions." 

The judge said he was "just 
not ready to decide" the fate 
of the defendants despite a 
plea by a Scripps-Howard 
Newspapers attorney that sen-

. tence be imposed promptly "so 
that an appeal might be 
taken." 

Judge Battle's action was 
aimed at Charles Edmundson, 
a reporter for The Commercial 
Appeal, and Roy Hamilton, 
Memphis Press-Scimitar re­
porter, for articles appearing 
under their by-lines Sept. 12. 

The Commercial A p p e a 1 
vow\;d editorially today to 
fight the ruling to the United 
States Supreme Court, if neces­
sary. It also promised to con­
tinue to report to its readers 
the developments in the Ray 
case. 

Also cited in Judge Battle's 
lengthy decision was Arthur 
Hanes, Ray's attorney, and 
Renfro Hays, a private investi­
gator working for Mr. Hanes. 
Mr. Hays was quoted in the 
article by Mr. Edmundson, 
and Mr. Hanes' contempt cita­
tion stemmed from remarks 
attributed to him by Mr. Ham­
ilton. 

Ezra Bryan of Cleveland, 
Ohio, attorney for Scripps­
Howard, returned to the court­
room early yesterday after­
noon after the judge had read 
his verdict and recessed for 
lunch, to plead with Judge Bat­
tle to reconsider his action in 
relation to Mr. Edmundson 
and Mr. Hamilton, or to im­
pose a prompt sentence. 

"Conscientious reporters and 
responsible newspapers cannot 
possibly live under the circum­
stances which would arise un­
der the pre!,ent post•ire of this 
case," Mr. Bryan said. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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• • ' "Three two ))1.en are in lim-
bo, under threat of punishment "The t~stimony is in direct I Judge Battle: T. think you'r~ 
by the court, rather than under conflict," Judge Battle said. It beating a dead horse. Don t 
a court order. The penalty is the duty of the court to[~lyrag the witness. 1 d 
must be imposed on the people determine the credibility of~ Judge Battle also overru e 
who open the door, rather witnesses and determine the a motion to dismiss the c~~e 
than the reporters who report truth of the matter. against Mr. Hays on el 
them open." "The court believes Mr. Ed- \grounds that Lucius Burcr~ 

He called the judge's ruling mundson has told the truth." who served as prosec~it t 
"censorship at its worst." I Earlier in the day, Mr. Ed- Friday's hearing, wa~ e a· 

! mundson clashed with Robert torney for Dr. Ma~m Luth~~ 
Judge Batt I e • 5 ruling Livingston, Mr. Hays' attorney, \ King Jr., at the_ time_ Rai~d, 

knocked down two basic con- who asked the reporter why he accused of slaying hlt?,d. d 1 

tentions by Mr. Hanes and the had not brought his notes into consequently is preiu ice 
reporters. court, knowing that Mr. Hays against Mr. Hays. 

!he newsmen's attorney, Ar- had filed an answer in court . of 
m1stead Clay, contended their !last week denying he was guil- Mr. Burch, the chai~r:~or· 
rights under the First Amend- ty of the contempt charges. the seven-man gr~up th con-
ment involving freedom of the "I didn't take your formal neys who broug t s ~ot in 
press would be violated under denial as anything but a pro tempt charges, ;aplace was 
such a citation. Mr. Hanes' forma legal document" Mr court yesterday. isan Jr an-
' ' · b Leo Bearm ·, 1awyer, Arthur Hanes Jr., Edmundson answered. "I don't taken Y b f the "friend of 
argued that his father said take my cues from you or i other mem er O 'ttee 

th. ' h t" comm1 • no mg to newsmen that had from any orders you file in t e cour bers of the com· 
not alrhdy come o.11t in open [court." Other mem. d b Judge 
court, /ind therefore was not ! The attorney then read part mitt~e, toaixii

1
;:iim In public-

• L •• 1,, u n d er the 1\ j of Mr. ?dmundson's story. 
1
:8t att :nd pre-trial procedur~, ,, 

terms of the judges 0rder. .d that word for word verbatim? are James Causey, Cooper 
But Judge Battle s~i '\ A-Is that in quotation ~n, r Jr and Don Owens. 

"extra-Ju"'1cia ,·- I Q-D1d he (Mr. Hays) say Y A. lan Hanover, Lee Hardi· 1 
"There is surely an obvi?us' marks? - IJ:n~wen; is president of the 
difference between i_nakmign Q-l'm ~sking you, is that Me.mphis ~nd Shelby County 

C h a r ·g e ·s and claims . what he said? Bar Association. 
A-And I'm asking you- - · ---

court ... where the oppo~n~ Q-Your honor, please in-
. de can challenge the trut O struct the witness-

:~ charges and claim • · · and Judge Battle: Well, let him 

t
h: giving of unsworn state-

1 
see the document. You can't 
examine him without letting 

ments outside court · · · him see it. 
(Such statements) are in Q-Your honor, he wrote it. 

violation of the orders of the Judge Battle: Let him see it. 
' rt whether made before or In response to a question as 
c~~er the same identical state• to why he did not use quotation 
a d •n open court marks, Mr. Edmundson said 
ments are 1:1a ~-~ d in court. he felt himself a better judge 
or in a pleading i e 

O 
inion of how to write a news story 

"It is my present afh and than the attorney. "I don't tell 
that the respondents, e ood you how to practice law." 

11 have failed to show g b 
a • h should not e Q- . 
cause why t ey f the violat- . Why didn't you put it in 
held in contempt or . urt direct quotes? 
ing of the orders of t_lus co ' I A-I didn't want to. Judge, 
of which they had noti~e. to de- isn't he arguing here? 

"I am not yet re~ Y .. 
. hat final disposition 

cide w ade of the matter. 
shoul~ :te :en be that future 
It mig d ct of all or 
action ard t~~~e u respondents 

\ some O • d miti­
might be cons1dere as a . 
gation or even as a purgation 
of the offense." , d' t also 

Judge Battles ve_r ic be-
d ·t clear he did not ma e i . of Mr. 

lieve the testimowriday and 
Hays, who swore he did not 
again yesterday tha\s attribut-
make ht~e .st~~m;~mundson's 

led to im m M. Edmundson 
news story• r: 
testified that _he did. 
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\

Cell Scrutiny \· 
To Go On 

James Earl Ray strode 
· smartly into Criminal Court 
Judge Preston Battle's court-
room yesterday afternoon, sat 
quietly for two hours, then 

\ heard the judge deny a motion 

\

to turn off the lights, micro­
phones and television cameras 
in his cell at the Shelby County 
Jail. 

Accused in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., Ray 
goes on trial Nov. 12. Yester­
day he did not take the stand 
and did not speak a word to 

I 
anyone as he sat behind his 
attorneys, Arthur Hanes and 
Arthur Hanes Jr. Ray wore a 
blue, pin-striped suit, a light 
blue shirt and blue tie and a 

1 fresh haircut. 

His appearance was delayed\ 
from last Friday by a hearing 

\

in which Mr. Hanes and three\ 
others were accused of con­
, tempt of court in connection 
with publicity in his case. Se­
curity measures planned for 
Friday were put into well-re-, 
hearsed operation yesterday '1 

1 

afternoon. \ 
1·\ Judge Battle ruled that the\ 
lights, cameras and micro-, 

\

phone in Ray's jail cell consti-\ 
tuted reasonable s e c u r i t y \ 
measures. "If he's photo-sensi­
tive, department stores sell 
these black masks like women 
and people who work at night 
wear," he told Mr. Hanes. 

Sheriff William N. Morris 
testified that his officers have 
been ordered to inspect any 
notes that Ray passes to Mr. 
Hanes during their talks in his 
third-floor cell in the County 
Jail. He and Captain Billy J. 
Smith, who is in charge of the 
security detail that guards Ray 
day and night, both testified 
that this is to prevent Ray 
from getting a drawing or dia­
gram of his cell out of the 
building. 

"We are lookipg for maps, 
drawings, evidence of jail dia-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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• 
grams," Captain Smith said. : 
"We don't· read tl-ie notes, we , 
just inspect them." t 

This brought a request from < 

Robert Dwyer, executive as­
sistant attorney general, that c 
Judge Battle order more strin- f 
gent security measures, insist- ' 
ing that all Ray's notes should 
be read. Judge Battle over­
ruled the request, before pro­
ceeding to overrule Mr. Hanes' 
motions to relax the electronic 
and double-guard vigil over 
his client. 

Mr. Hanes began the hearing 
by announcing that Ray "has 
reaffirmed his faith in us ... 
we have agreed to continue to 
represent the defendant." Mr. 
Hanes had suggested last Fri­
day that differences between 
him and Ray in trial strategy 
might cause him to step out of 
the case. 

The lights in the court build­
ing dimmed perceptibly at 3: 45 
p.m., startling deputies in the 
hallway. Inside the courtroom, 
Judge Battle looked up at the 
offending light fixtures, and 
smiled. Spectators smiled at 
each other, and the hearing 
continued. 

Four blocks away in the 
Light, Gas and Water Build­
ing, technicians said they con­
ducted a routine switching of 
power substations. "The flick­
ering affected most of the city. 
But that's all it was . . . a 
flickering." 

Ray appeared somewhat 
pale, though Captain Smithj' 
said he had gained some 
weight on his jail diet. The 
officer said he had been aver­
aging about 8½ hours sleep a 
night, and Judge Battle com­
mented in his ruling that "It 
has been testified Mr. Ray has 
been sleeping more than I 
have lately." 

Lawyers, newsmen and other 
spectators w e r e subjected 
to the same rigid security -
searches, video tape record­
ings of voices and the issuance 
of identification badges - that 
marked Ray's only other ap­
pearance in court when he was 
arraigned in July. As before, 
he entered court between two 
officers. Three burly deputies 
sat behind him. 

He sat quietly throughoµt the 
no-recess hearing, yawning oc­
casionally, scratching his right 
ear now and then. He seemed 
calm. 

Mr. Hanes' reference to I 
"high-powered light.;" was the, 
subject of Captain Parker's 
testimony, when Mr. Dwyer 
asked him if he had deter­
mined the brightness of the 
24-hour-a-day lights. 

"I checked them with a light 
meter," Captain Parker said. 
"In the cell block, outside the 
cell, they measure nine foot 
candles. Inside the cell, the 
reading is six. It's five here in 
the courtroom, and on an over­
cast day outside, the reading 
is 65." 

Captain Parker also said 
Ray "seems a little more re­
laxed than when he first came 
here, when he didn't know 
what was going to happen to 
him. And he appears to have , 
gained a little weight." He said! 
Ray spends about $20 a month· 
at the jail commissary for 
"sandwiches, orange juice and 
milk" in addition to his regu­
lar prison fare. 

Mr. Hanes dwelled at length, 
on the closeness of the televi­
sion cameras pointed at Ray's 
cell, as he questioned Sheriff 
Morris: 

Q-You do have television 
cameras there? 

A-That's correct. 
Q-Are they ever turned off, 

c'r are they on continuously? 
A-They are on continuously. 
Q-How many are there? 
A-Two. 
Q-How far is that from 

where he sleeps? 
A-Would say six or eight 

feet. 
Q-And it would show him 

when he lay down on his bed 
or when he went to the bath­
room? 

A-You could see a move­
ment, but you could not see 

1 the details. • 

• 
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Hanes May Quit 
As Ray Attorney 

By JOHN MEANS 
Attorney Arthur J. Hanes Sr. punctuated the end of a 

day-long legal skirmish yesterday by telling Criminal Court 
Judge Preston Battle he may step out of the James Earl Ray 
case. 

The Birmingham attorney, who has represented the ac­
cused slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King since his arrest in 
June, ,told Judge Battle and. a courtroom full o.f lawyers, 
newsmen and officers that "se­
rious differences have arisen' 
between me and my client as 
to the best way to conduct his 
defense and it is possible I 
may withdraw from this 
case." 

The announcement came at 
the end of yesterday's court 
battle on four contempt of 
court cases. 

A committee of seven attor­
neys, appointed by Judge Bat­
tle to advise him on pre-trial 
publicity and procedures, rec­
ommended contempt proceed­
ings against Mr. Hanes, a pri­
vate investigator employed by 
him and two newspaper re­
porters. 

One of the newsmen, Charles 
Edmundson, a reporter for The 
Commercial Appeal, took the 
witness stand against the ad­
vice of his own counsel yester­
day afternoon, to refute earlier 
testimony by the private inves­
tigator, Renfro T. Hays. Mr. 
Hays had denied statements 
attributed to him by Mr. Ed­
mundson, which w~re the basis 
for the contempt citations. 

"I did not origi!1ally mean to\ 
take the witness stand," Mr. 
Edmundson testified. "But in\ 
view of the reflections cast on 
The Commercial Appeal by the 
allegations of Mr. Hays - and 
Mr. (Lucius) Burch's insist­
ence that my refusal to take 
the stand constituted a reflec- , 
tion on The Commercial Ap- ' 
peal and on my reputation as a 
reporter - I could not let it go 
by without taking the stand 
and I did not." 

The lawsuit is probably 
unique in the nation's courts. 
The four were ordered to show 
cause why they should not be 
held in contempt of court at 
the suggestion of the commit-

, tee of lawyers, whose standing 
in court is that of "amicus 
curiae,"-friends of the court. 
With Mr. Burch as spokesman, 
the committee acted as the 
prosecutors, making it neces­
sary for the accused men, or : 

j 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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"respondents," to defend them-
selves. · · 

After Mr. Hays testified he 
did not make the statements 
attributed to him, Mr. Burch 
told Judge Battle the case 
against him was "a very weak 
case," since his testimony was 
not contradicted. It was then 
that Mr. Edmundson demand­
ed that he be allowed to tes­
tify. 

I 

Roy Hamilton, reporter for\ 
the Memphis Press-Scimitar 
who also faces c o n t e m p t ! 
charges, did not take the I 
stand. • ·, 

In his just-before-adjourn­
ment statement, Mr. Hanes at­
tacked the lawyers' commit­
tee, saying, "I think prejudice 
is showing like a grandmoth- ' 
er's petticoat under a grand­
daughter's miniskirt. I'm 
going to do everything I can to 
defend my client against what­
ever arises, including commit­
tees of lawyers. I do not know 
what their motives are, al- 1 

though I have my ideas." 
Judge Battle commented 

from the bench that "Mr. 
Burch certainly does not need 
me to defend him but a charge 
of any prejudice against Mr. 
Burch or anyone on this com­
mittee, the court thinks is ut­
terly ridiculous. 

"We'll fipish thi:; matter 
Monday. Adjourn the court." 

• 
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,' 
, I -Judge Battle's Decision 

sponsible newspaper which must report 
all important happenings to the people. CRIMINAL COURT Judge Battle 

yesterday in an ancillary proceed­
ing to the Ray case ruled that Charles 
Edmundson, a reporter for The Com­
mercial Appeal, had violated an injunc­
tion prohibiting the lawyers and their 
investigators from making out-of-court 
statements on ·certain subjects. Hanes, 
Ray's counsel, and Hays, an investiga­
tor for him, were found guilty of mak­
ing such statements which had been 
reported in this newspaper. 

Unfortunately, Judge Battle did not 
enter a final, and so appealable, order 
by announcing the penalty. Thus, the 
sword of Damocles is hung over our 
head. It was suggested by the judge 
that the penalty might be reduced if 
henceforth we restricted our reporting 
of the Ray case to just what was said 
and done in open court. 

Such handcuffing of the press and 
blindfolding o~ the cifoens in a free 
country cannot be accepted by a re-

History teaches us, most recently in 
Czechoslovakia, that freedom of speech 
and press are the cornerstone upon 
which rest our rights to open and fair 
trials; in fact, all of our 'basic liberties. 

W
ITH ALL DUE respect for Judge 
Battle and the tremendous burden 

he carries, we must until this matter is 
finally determined by, if necessary, the 
United States Supreme Court, report 
the Ray case. This on the basis of our 
conviction forst, that the judge's in­
junction does not apply to this news­
paper or its reporters, and second, if 
it did, it would be a nullity by being in 
conflict with the free press guarantee 
of the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution. 

In the meantime, our attorneys will 
be seeking all available routes to a 
final determination of this most impor­
tant matter. 

I 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

--Page J 

THE COMMERCIAL 
APPEAL 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Date: 10-1-68 
Editionl'ina 1 
Author: 

Editor: Frank R. Ahlgren 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 44-1987 
Submitting Office: Memphis 

D Being Investigated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Lli,shop ___ _ 
Casper ___ _ 
Callahan __ _ 

\1r. Conrad ___ _ 

\lr. Felt --~-

Trotter _____ _ 
'J\,J,,. Ru<>m _____ _ 

\1i,-;,-; 1!()111,,_,,; ----

~::~-(;,~ -~ 

J-~---

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



· - · CctabcJ: 1, li:>_,;:J 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVIslON 

TL:~s is the ,~n:.:oe L.l,, :Lng c:i:c 
murccr oi:' I.Inrtin Lut>:.:r ,,_j_n;_;, Jt. 

\Ve r11,..evj_,~u;..3ly .L11 a ~-i:2t.~C)1--a11ltll!~1 
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TO 

.. 

: Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

: Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Right~ Division 

, \ 

' 

- .EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

✓ 

DATE: October 1, 196 8 

SJP:DRO:efw 

D.J. 144-72-662 
#41-157-147 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY 

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General 
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following "y;­
reports which you have furnished us in this case: j /, i 

,,,..___ , 

1. 5/10 Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago 
3, 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles 
5, 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill. 
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami 
7, 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston 
8. 5/17 - Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta 
9, 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham 

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison - Miami 
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland 
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield 
13, 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit 
15. 5/24 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh 
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago 
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta 
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains 

the bulk of the information which 
you obtained from Mexico. 

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub­
mitted to us under cover memorandum of 
August 30, 1968. 

,o 
·,; _,,,.,,,,-

I 

' ..,,.,_,,..,,. 
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23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning 
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13. 
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968. 

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us 
on June 13, 1968 entitled James Earl Ray 
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968, 
which is a summary of information which 
you obtained from Canada. 

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting 
with Mr. Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible, 
please furnish these reports to Mr. Canale's office 
today or tomorrow. 
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FBI 

Date: 10/1/68 

Transmit the following in ------------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via AIRTEL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: Legat ✓ Tokyo (173-1) (RUC) Attn: ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
,) 

'MURKIN - COST DATA 

ReBucab 7/2/68. 

The Tokyo Office has no cumulative totals to reflect 
in instant case for the month of September, 1968. 

In view of the fact that for the last few months there 
has not been any additional investigation in this area and none is 
anticipated, UACB the Tokyo Office will discontinue submitting 
cost data in this matter. Of course, if further investigation is 
warranted, Legat will submit the data as was done in the past. 

3 - Bureau 
(1 - Liaison Section) 

1 - Tokyo 

RVP:fo 
( 4 ) 

Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 
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FBI 

Date: 10-3-68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ----------------,-----------,1
1 (Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ AM I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SA_Q, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P ~----· 

MURKIN 
I_, 

Enclosed are original and one copy of newspaper clipping 
in captioned matter, indicating Memphis Press-Scimitar newspaper 
plans to appeal contempt ruling. 

_,,,--.. 
(---.VBUREAU (Enc. 2)(AM) 

1 MEMPHIS 

RGJ:BN 
(4) 

r 

\--
' 

\ 

j 

v ✓ / 

✓- ,v ,,;-,,,///.,,.,.,/,1 , -
Approved: ___ 5'f'_-J-l_~ __ 1v_ .. .:.:.·•·_,,,_.:.:.·' -"'~--· _,.,.._ 

I 6 1 Q CT 1 Q J8681 Agent in Charge 

/ .... 

:,::a; OCT 4 1958 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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Press-Scimitar 
Plans to Appeal 
Contempt Ruling 

Attorneys for The Memphis Press-Scimitar today 
planned legal action before the Tennessee Supreme 
Court in an effort to overturn a decision of CriJUinal 
Court Judge W. Preston Battle holding one of its 
reporters in contempt of court. The newspaper vowed editorially to take the case 
to the U.S. Supreme court, if neeessarY, for relief 
from the judge's orders against pre-trial out-of-court 

news concerning the James 
Earl Ray murder case. 

The newspaper said it 
would continue to print the 
news despite the conviction 
of Roy B. Hamilton, its 
courthouse reporter, and 
three others also held guilty 
of contempt. 

Also held in contempt were 
Charles Edmundson, report­
er for the Commercial Ap­
peal, which will take action 
along with The Press-Scimi­
tar; Arthur Hanes, counsel 
for Ray, who is accused of 
murdering Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr., and Renfro 
Hays, Memphis private in-
vestigator for Hanes. 

NEWS STORIES 
News stories in the two 

newspapers Sept. 12 involv­
ing the four men held in con­
tempt were the basis for 
Judge Battle's contempt ac-

tion. 
The judge refused to sen-

tence the two newspaper re­
porters, despite a request 
from attorneys, saying he 
would withhold punishment 
pending their actions in the 

future. 
The newspapers' counsel 

\ contended this placed the re­
porters and their newspa­
pers in an untenable position 
and relief would be sought 
from other courts, if neces-

' 

newspapepag~, name of 
r, city and state.) 
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Ezra Z. Bryan_, of Cleve­

land, counsel for Scripps­
Howard Newspapers, and 
Armistead Clay, attorney for 
Memphis , Publishing Co., 
represented the reporters in 
court. 

STATEMENT 
Battle, before announcing 

his decision, read a long pre­
pared statement citing the 
reporters' articles, criticiz­
ing Hanes and Hays for 
making extra-judicial state­
ments and adding that he 
believed Edmundson's testi­
mony but not Hays'. 

"Justice demands a fair 
trial by an impartial jury 
both for James Earl Ray 
and the State of Tennessee," 
Battle emphasized. 

Bryan contended that the 
withholding of s e n t e n c e 
would put the reporters "in 
limbo" as to what they could 
print about the Ray case. 
Clay argued that it was clear 
the U.S. Supreme Court "de­
liberately refn.i.ined" from 
authorizing sur,h orders that 
could be used against the 
press. 

NEWS ACCOUNT 
The newspaper account by 

Edmundson, who from the 
stand clashed hotly with 
Robert Livingston, Hays' 
lawyer, had quoted Hays as 
saying Ray's health was 
threatened by bright lights 
left shining day and night in 
his cell, by constant monitor­
ing by TV cameras and by 
lack of privacy. 

Edmundson's article also 
quoted Hays as comparing 
security measures for Ray 
with "devices used by Com­
munist police agents to de­
stroy the health and balance 
of the victims." 

Hays from the stand de­
nied making any such state­
ments. 

• 
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J/ r. stephen J. Pollak 
Asdistant Attorney General 

Director, FBI 
n . l 

ASSASSINATION OF .1.\::AHTH ..... UTH.LH .i-JNG, JH. 

• 
October 4, 1968 

1 - Mr. Long 

rleference is IL.ade to my u:eu,orand.um of Septe.n-:ber 10, 1968, 
advising you that Mr. hillian~ Bradfora Huie was interviewed at his 
borne at tladselle, Alaban .. a, at his request. r. e proviueu you with 
the results of his interview anu requestea permission to furnish the 
inforu.ation to r~•,r. Phil ivt. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, 
Shelby County, Tennessee. 

In your we1:coranduu1 of September 17, 1968, re.sponctint to the 
above .L:e11Jorandu1.t,, you stateo. that you would desire postpone1.nent 
oi any action on this matter pending your resolution of several 
questions. 

You are requestea to advise this Bureau of your uetern.:ination 
in this n1atter, as it appears this should be promptly resolveu. 

REL:bcp 
(4) 

NOTE: 
We previously advised the Department that Mr. William Bradford 

Huie, author whose books include, "Three Lives for Mississippi" dealing 
with the murder of the three civil rights workers in June of 1964, was 
interviewed at his home at Hartselle, Alabama, at his request and wanted 
to "bargain., with us. (He would furnish us information as provided to him 
by Ray in exchange for current nonpublicized photographs of Ray.) We 
advised our Birmingham Office not to "bargain" with Mr. Huie under any 
circumstances. We also advised the Department that Huie has obtained 
notes from Ray, and Mr. Huie is preparing an article in "Look 11 magazine 
based on these notes. The obtaining of these notes was discussed with the 

~~:;,;

1

c1i ~- Department and they advised they are considering the question of obtaining 
i;~i';'. 011 ==== a search warrant or subpoena due.es tecum for Huie's notescDJ.d/or calling 
;:;;:t,';,',rn -~ Huie before a. gra.nd jury. ~ 

1
,. 

1 
,,.. . _ .•/ __ _ _ 

('unrod -~- L,tl) a1 3 --I". ,t ~ • I .. 
f'elt ~~ ,MAl . , ~v--'.~EC-4 NO:CE...Cml'!lNUED,PAGE TWO. • . 
:;u[livan ~ OC1 4 ~ 1968 , 
Tu 1;r;]~~-

T,utler __ L,...,.;;:a,.iiiiiil::;:::w:--ft '20 ,~CT 4 1968 
~el•~. Room _ 

---
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'.'.ull1'Jun __ 
J',1·1c•I __ _ 

Trotter __ _ 

l'clc. l~oorn ·---­
!hlr~1'·:: --~ 
l.>rn,ly __ _ 

• • 
NOTE CONTINUED: 

The Department by memorandum of 9/17/68, advised us that 
they would appreciate postponing any action in this matter until they 
resolved certain questions. This memorandum is to ascertain if 
the Department has reached a decision. 

MAIL ROOM D lTLETYPE UNIT D 
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10/4/68 

AIRTEL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
ATTN: ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 

FROM ·. ~ ~~E,,,,GAT, /4~ MEXICO CITY (173-1) (P) 
_.,,,.) . -.. ~ 

/ \ ,:, 
'· MURKIN ) 
- COST."DATA 

Re Mexico City airtel 9/6/68. 

Cost data set forth below represents the best figures 
available, based partially on estimates, from 9/1-30/68. 

I. Total Man Hours 

Special Agent 
Clerical 

II. Total Mileage: 

III. Unusual Costs: 

Regular 
4 
1 

None 

None 

IV. Peak Number of Special Agents 
Working on Case During Period: 2 

'' I. 

r 

Cft_-~ · Bureau, 
(1 ~ Liaison Section) 

1 - Mexico City 

JJF:kzh 
(5) 

Overtime 
2 
0 

. ·- ...-,,---=-·, 
..•. ·..J 

i ,~ OC1 10 1968 

Total 
6 
1 

~ 1 OCT1-41968 
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• FBr l,t;-ASH DC 

FBI BIRMGHAM 

343 PM U~GENT 10-1-68 JGA 

TO D,IRECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS 44-1987 
vk" _/ 

' FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740 

/_.,...-----.____-":--:-,-_ 
_,,,.- ,:, 

~·MURKIN. 00: MEMPHIS. 

REBUAIRTEL SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, SIXTYEIGHT. 

ON INSTANT DATE, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, AUTHOR, HARTSELLE, 

ALABAMA, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED SA WILLIAM H. LEE, DECATUR, 

ALABAMA RA, AND ADVISED SUBJECT RAY HAD PLASTIC SURGERY MAY FIVE 
,,,-,:" 

LAS AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, AND HE HAS XEROX COPIES OF 

DOCTOR'S RECORDS WHICH HE WILL FURNISH IF WANTED. HUIE STATED HE 

FEELS ALEX BORMAN OR BORMANN, FORMER INMATE MISSOURI STATE PRISON 

WITH SUBJECT RAY, IS CONNECTED INSTANT CRIME AS INFORMATION RECEIVED 

BORMAN AND RAY WERE IN CHICAGO, ILL., AREA TOGETHER FOR 

PERIOD OF SEVERAL WEEKS. HUIE STATED ABOVE INFORMATION HAS BEEN 

FURNISHED FBI LOS ANGELES AND CHICAGO. HUIE EXPRESSED DESIRE OF 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ALEX BORMAN, STATINi~·J
1
1Lt~tT~ ~A-~·~.1 

BUREAU OCTOBER TWO NEXT FOR THIS INFORMATION. EX-101 
NO PROMISES OR SUGGESTIVE ENCOURAGEMENT INDICATED-·~H~€, - -­

.AIRMAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES. 

END 

CAB 

F'BI WASH DC 

\ 
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t ., ' ',, • 
WASHDC-1;•-• I 
713PM DEFERRED 10•1•68 RJM 

• I Mr. T-.J,,rin __ 
I . • I '.;1, n .. -... a,:h .. --
' ',lr. Mohr . -
1 : r, RisL· P ---·­
, :'>lr Ca,pe ·-
" ~.1: ( ,-,.!~~han. ___ _ 

•, ·, ,·. l-'elt-- -·­
·_:. c:,_~.~ ---~:-­

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) BIRMINGHAM l'IEl'IIPHIS (44•1987) 

I :,:r. H.,e4l. ·'r-'­
' · • ·1lli1111lr .. --

(PLAI NTEXTb'-r: ·:,:a"~---
! .' l:· i1 r' t~'",r -~-

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

·•· MURKIN 

REBUTELCALL TEN ONE INSTANT. 

BENNET OLAN, ATTORNEY FOR DR. RUSSELL C. HADLEY, 

PLASTIC SURGEON, LA, ADVISED HADLEY PERFORMED SURGERY 

ON NOSE OF JAMES EARL RAY IN LA APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS 

BEFORE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. SURGERY DID 

NOT EFFECT APPEARANCE TO ANY DEGREE BUT REMOVED A 

PROJECTION. OLAN REQUESTED IF HADLEY INTERVIEWED HE BE 

PRESENT. UACB, LA WILL ARRANGE INTERVIEW WITH DR. HADLEY. 

WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE HAS NOT CONTACTED THE LA OFFICE TO 

DATE. 

END 

WLM FBI WASH DC 

4 1:JLS 

I T1'il:'. !(1,o1m __ _ 

I .'.1 · · H, .nws ---
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

or6IONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. 11:EG. NO. 2 7 • S0I0-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
/ 

ll:r. DeLbu ch 

This is 
!{ i, n. g , J r • 

case involving 

l :V1r. 
l - rr~.r . 
1 - l\1r. 
l - ~,Ir. 
l - ~;.·. 

Tiosc~n 
lvlB 11 t::1T 
i\icGov:r n, 
LC> !°1 g 

Mr. Williern Drpdfor~te
1 

at_1tl1or 1 ·.i·hi)hE~ l::ocks inch1c1c, 
1'Three Lives !'.'or Mississippi" dcalir,r: with the! murc'.0r of tl;;? 
three Civil EigLts v,ork:::rs in Jl,ne of l!::f:;1, prev"tcusly rdvi.:cc,c; 
us that he entered .into a contract 1Vl t\-; J2rn1•s E.?.rJ Ray to 
write the true account of n2y's 8ctiv.iti.ef0 ancl brckgrounc:1 UH'-­

cerning the as2assination of King, 

auie again contacted our Birmi.~i;h8Vi of'f'ice an6 wanted to 
exchange information with us. We prevjously edvj~cd 0ur 
B i rm i n g ha 1:1 o £ f i c e no i to ' · L, a r;; a in '' v1 i th h i in • II e d i c.i a c1 v .i :::: c 

J that Ray had plastic surgery pcrl'orn•.cd at Los ;,ngcles in '.1!2y 
I of 1938 (subsequent to assassination). rind he had copies of l"lL' 
(Doctor's records. H'Jie also advised that nsy and cne 1\lc~on rn 

\
were allegedly in Chicago for severe] weeks 8nd Borman is 
connected with tl1e assassination. Hui,-:' ::;tatccl this informatic•n 
furnished to FBI in Los Angeles and Chicago, and he clans to call 
the Bureau on October 2, 1968 J'or Liackgrot~nd on Borman. 

REC-139 '-/ , - _::.: :; // 1 

our Chicago and Los Angeles offices l18ve nof '1:ecn con-
tacted by Jiuie, however on October 1, ,~9Gf;, Mr. Bennet Clan, 
Attorney for Dr. Russell C~adley, 1fi~1f)i'c surgeon in Los 

ngeles advised that Dr. Hadley per formed \mrgery on nc.se c, f 
ay approximately three weeks before assassination of King. 
lan requested if Dr. Hadley js intervj_cwed that he he present, 

George Bon Edmundson, forn1er Top Ten Fugi tive 1 w.ho. w~s. 

\ 
appre.h~ 1ded in Canada ~ n June 19~7, \: secl tl:e na~e ~,! Alexa ncler 
Pete7Bormann, and during extensive 1nterv1ew of Eamtlr:td~!'t- he 

fdenied having any dealings with Ray inside or outside pententiary, 

1 It is noted that Edmundson was incarcerated in 1'._I_~ssouri State 
, Pe11tentiary d'.1ri1g pertinent period. 

RECOMMENDATION: In view of fact Dr. Hadley is not subjt,ct, 
it is recommended we interview l1im j_n presence of his attcrney. 
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F'D-36 (Re,v. 5-22-64) ,. . • 
FBI 

Date: 9-24,-68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AM AIIlTBL 
Via --+----------

(Priority) 

--------------------------------- , ______________ L ______ _ 

\ 

6 

'fO: 

(44-1987) p 

Enclosed arc originaJ. and one copy oacn of tw0 
newspaper clj.ppings in captjoncd matter . 

..... ....-= \ 

{ 3 _ 1 B U,REA U (Enc . 4 ) 
'----1' MEI1IPHI S 

HGJ:BN 
(4) I y .1· 

ENCL0'3~RE 

\ 

l 
( 

q1·, .J 

I 
1' 
C 

/ 
i 

I 
I -

25 Sf P 25 1968 

-

Per _______ _ 
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

,,. • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

Detective Is First To File 
Denial Of Court Contempt 

Private detective Renfro T. Hays yesterday "emphatical­
ly denied" he is in contempt of court orders to limit pre-trial 
publicity in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. murder case. 

Mr. Hays yesterday became the first of the four persons 
ordered to show cause why they are not in contempt to file' 
a response to the citation issued Tuesday by Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle. 

Mr. Hays' response was filed by attorney Robert I. Living-: 
ston. The hearing on the cita-: ~ - -- ~-- ~-- ---------, 
tion against Mr. Hays and the' The Kaufmin report, like the I 
others is to be heard by Judge Reardon report would bar at-
Battle Friday mornina 1 ' I 

b· • . 'torneys and courthouse person-Arthur J. Hanes of Birmmg-. . . , 
ham, Mr. Hays' employer and j nel fro,m d1~clos1~g ~n accused I 
chief counsel for James Earl, persons pnor cnmmal record, 
Ray, charged with Dr. King's I or his confess!on. Disclosure of 
murder, said he would file his /expect~d testimony also would 
response Thursday. Mr. Hanes :he forbidden. 
said he would represent him-I! . 
self at Friday's hearing. ~~~ ~aufman rep~rt reJects 

Armistead Clay, attorney for as unw1s_e ... any d!rec~ curb 
the Memphis Publishing Co. I or restramt on pubhcat1on by 
and for a reporter of The Com- ,the press of potentially preju­
mercial Appeal and one for the [ dicial material." 
Press-Scimitar, said he will. Judge ,Battle's order on pub­
file responses by Thursday. 'licity does not directly impose, 

All the responses, it was~ any restraint or curb on the 1 

learned, will be denials. l press. , · I 

. I Meanwhile, police would not 
l_Jnd~r study 1s a set of j say whether a white Mustang 

gwdelme~ ~dopted by the Fed-

1

, had been returned safely to 
eral Jud1c1al Conference last Memphis from Atlanta this 
week governing statements by wekend, as planned. 
attorneys and courthouse per-, -
sonnel on pending criminal 

1 cases. ! 
The report written by a com-! 

mittee headed by Judge Irving I 
R. Kaufman of the Second Cir-: 
cuit, United States Court of i 
Appeals, has been sent to the 
323 judges of the 93 United 
States judicial districts with 
the recommendation it be 
placed in effect. 

The rules are less strict in 
many details than those urged 
by the American Bar Associa­
t.ion in its "Reardon Report." 

• 

(Inoicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 

1 
• 

D [3e1nq InvestiqatPd 

.r 

• 
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• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

White Mustang Sits· In Pretrial Spotlight 
By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 

• .. .I ' • ,. 
What is probably the most 

publicized white Mustang auto-! 
mobile in the world is due to I 
be driven to Memphis today 1· 

from Atlanta and placed under 
guard in a garage selected by : 
the Memphis Police Depart-' 

1 ment. 

The police ,search in Atlanta :ay ras ' retu, 1e9 from Lon-
found in the Mustang green on a moSt two months ago 
threads like those on a bed- At the. same time, he ord~red 
spread wrapped around a deer ~ . c?rritlor connecting th t 

"1t is the 1966 white Mus­
tang the state is expected to 
say was used by James Earl 
Ray to escape from Memphis 
April 4, minutes after Dr. Mar-· 
tin Luther King Jr. was shot 
and killed on the balcony of 
the Lorraine Motel. 

rifle left on South Main near. u!ldi?g with the SheJb c a 
the rooming house from wh1,jj,ic~b1..-..... /_z Office Building reope~ed~un-
police say Dr. King was shot. i'hed street •barriers were re-

move after k 
pleted l . wor men com-

The car was found on an 
Atlanta side street April 11 aft­
er a housewife, learning from 
a friend the FBI was search­
ing for a white Mustang, ex­
claimed, "Why, I saw a man 
leave a car like that in front of 
my apartment the morning aft­
er Dr. King was shot. It's still 
there!" ' 

The Atlanta police were noti­
fied. An inch-by-inch inspec­
tion of the car revealed some 
of the evidence which started 
the FBI on the way to having 
Scotland Yard arrest Ray in 
Lf11don June 8. 

The Mustang was the subject 
of a mysterious broadcast from 
a police squad car of a running 
gun fight between its occu­
pants and a "blue Pontiac." 
The broadcast, now belieyed to 
have had no basis in fact, was 
picked up by a ham radio op­
erator who fed the information 
to a policeman in a squad car. 

In a rooming house near 
where the Mustang was aban­
doned the FBI found letters 
addressed to Eric S. Galt, 
which they were soon to be­
lieve was an alias for Ray. 

, FBI agents also found a road 
map yielding the best finger­
print of Ray they had been 
able to find. 

Thi11 permitted Eric S. Galt 
to be identified as Missouri fu. 

·, . 

'gitive convict James Earl 
Ray, ~lice say. 

The Mustang is one of more 
than 20 items of evidence Ar­
thur Hanes is authorized by 
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres­
ton Battle to inspect. It is un­
derstood the car is bein;; re­
turned here at this time so NT r. 
Hanes can look it over next 
week. 

I An offic,er of the Memphi, 
police v,;~micide squad re­
ceived a11 advance of $150 to 

fly on E!\stern Airlines to At­
! lanta) last night and drive' the 
M u s t a n g back. 

Arthur J. Hanes Sr., Ray's In a separate action, Sheriff 
chief counsel, said in Birming- 1 

ham last night he will fly to , William N. Morris Jr. yester-
Memphis Wednesday to meet day ordered barriers blocking 
Exec. Asst. Atty. Gen. Robert Washington Street between 
K. Dwyer to listen to tapes of Second and Poplar removed in 
that broadcast. · · a general lessening of the t\ght 

The defense may contend the security that has prevailed 
broadcast was inspired by 1 around t~e Shelby. Co~nty 
R a y 's co-conspirators, of Criminal Courts Bmldmg smce 
whose murder plans they 
would say Ray had no knowl-

' ede:e. 

. P acmg heavy prot 
tzve screens on al] thew· d ec­

. _of the Criminal Courts1Bn ?lWdF 
mg wh. h . u1 . -

' ic mcludes the Sh lb 
Cou~~y J.ail where Ra e .Y 
awa1tmg his Nov 12· t . 1 dy is: - · na ate I . I 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Date: ·~_•) 1 -(, ::..., 

Edition: 

Author: 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Class! fication: 

Submitting Office: 

D Being Investigated 
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TO 

OPTIONAl FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GS,- GEN. IH'G. l"./O. 27 • 5010-106 

· UNITED STATES GO\'ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
• 

l)ATL October 1, 1968 

/\ 

rno"' A. Rosen/( 1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 
McGowan 
Long 

Sl'BJECT MURKIN 

/ SYNOPSIS: 
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 

King, Jr. With reference to the dissemination of investigative reports 
in this case to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby 
County, Tennessee, there has been absolutely no delay in furnjahing 

·. 12,~!'tinent reports to him on our part. With Departmental approval we 
'furnished a copy of our prosecutive summary report, as well as ten 

additional investigative reports to Mr. Canale. These reports contain 
the information of evidentiary value to the prosecution of the state 
violation in vol vect. 

Since the Department did not authorize us to furnish the 
results of our fugitive investigation to locate Ray, such reports were 
not furnished to Mr. Canale at that time. Although these reports did not 
pertain directly to the prosecution of the state violation it appeared to 
us they might be of value to Mr. Canale since they clearly established 
his fugitive status and his use of various aliases to avoid apprehension. 

( 

Consequently by memorandum dated 9/18/68, we raised the question with 
the Department as to whether such fugitive reports should be forwarded 
to Mr. Canale. To date we have received no reply from-the Department, 
although on 9/30/68, D. Robert Owen of the Civil Rights Division advised 
he intends to proceed to Memphis on 10/1/68, to discuss the case with 

lMr. Canale and prior to his departure will advise us w. hat additional reports 
should be furnished Mr. Canale. . --:,,- / 

Mr. Canale has advis~E~u1tem~i;· Office that t~e ;ur~se 
of his letter was to "needle" the Department into taking action. He stated 

\ 
the cooperation between his office and the FBI has been extraordinary and 
he realizes the delay in furnishing pertinent reports is attributable solely 
to the Department and not to the FBI. --- -· -

ACTION: Upon receipt of authorizatio~ fr~m the·1'~~:nt; we will 
disseminate the design9,ted reports to Mr. Canale. ~ _..,_1,._,, ,. L4 .,,,,.,-

., / ~ ~~-t· \Jo.A 1~ 1/' 
fr ,') '1/l v, ~ "~ ; / . ' 

~' -r-- r1'•l SEE DETAILS ; AG~-T~ .. -- - -<- t l!-.t· 

u I ) ,,~ . ~/' ~ ' , 
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• • 
iJ E ]"~\ I JJ ~ : 
·---- ~'11 is 1~-~ t:·:t.:.-.. en~~·--~ 1r1 1..-'tJ j_.,.. j r1t; 

v,Vittt .. ,,, 1 (r~f'(;.'l1CU t:) lh 12 cti.BSt}!TJinnt:i_(J:l ()_f ~.l':\/t~0.~:.;-r (-,:..:.1 ;._'Vi.-~ 

r:~f)(.,,··.,t;:) i.r1 tti_:-; C8~::)t? t-c, 11~~- F11i.l ~~1. (~c1nalcJ J_;-:, 0ta\::· £\Lt •Ii_-:. __ . 

(3~?11,::1.,aJ_, ui·~~~li.\y (\Juel~/, '1':-.:r1r:·:~~~,~:;e .. ~:: th 1 ... c ha~_, :J c;r! sl,;:_:.~)7:_ cJ:7 r1(J 

cl.:18J jr: -cu:r'11.i::1b.~.1-lg; p,~_.r't:irH:n~ t"(-1l)()_Ct:·_) tc1 L-!1;~ (ii~ C:;JY' r:2·1·t 

... u 1'.' 

~n:...\\'1!.tJr'8.t1U~:1n d2t<::J j·1..1-1j 24, 1:J(;;~;, 
;\Lr, C8.i~r~lt; l!H(] C()~1 DC1 t(;c.l ()U.~~· ~Ac: 

tl"Inl ~-n ~; cc11.·1·vc1'sr1tic)n \vjt11 A:-:).~,i::;t3ut ~-\ti()_rncy G-~-~1c•.r,:.l. 1:·1·.~tJ I\;, 
-/-~_u>.>C)t1 c;l th:_; C.r~jrn=..naJ. Di\7i<-;ir)r:., \ij __ nsci'•.t hcid j,-}~·!,)~:·:r;J_~d 1':8. 1~r:·:_._~' '._-11r~ 
h-:.:, Canalc=.1

, ::11t;.:1! desir,~•
1 

t'or i1::,)r:1:ation pdr~;o~cs, tu ,C•L 1.:- i>.1 

8c~1_;i.Lional inv~::tigativc" :·eport::,; prciparcci by u.':; Le ,.·his ,;n!t-:..:":'. 
In ~-11:;.::. S8me rn2mor2ndurn w,:.· requostc,~1 th:::, Departmc,r:d ti~• rci,·i:::• 1 i:"' 
\Vl.ich t-:'[)eci/:'ic rcporL0

; it d:Jsir2d be l>irnished to M\. Cz:r,aJ('. 

I n a cc or cl 2 n c e 'vV i l 11 8 u tho r i t y :~; .. :, t r o r t L i n D , p c, r t m '.0 n ·~ 
m~:~nornnd1.1m Augu,-;1: 6, 19G?) w-:: :·urnishcd Air. Ca,.1al,,, t._;n r:dcJ::ti:;n2l 
invc.st.i.g8tiv-:: \uports) z1s W,.;ll ns ori_gina1 rJocu1,1cnts provi.:'c:,d it) 

us by t h c· De pa r t m c~ n t r e l a t i n b to UL, ex t r 2 d i t .i or pr n c ... ~ c d i n;.; s o : 
R:::iy. 

Thc?sc reports
1 

as well as the prosc?cu L i.vc• .sum1-:-:817 ,·:..,portt> 
contained the infcn·mation of evj_dentiary value to the prosecution 
of the state violation involv2t. 

~ince the Departm:.=.•nt C:icl not r,qtborize us to furni:c~J- tu 
Canale the results of our 
locate and apprehend rray, 

extensive fugitive investigal ;on to 
such reports w2rc.~ not L'urt1i~,hed Cc1n;:i.J:,. 

1\ l tho ;_i r; h tlH~ s 2 re po r ts d id no t pc r t 8 in d i rec t l y to U1 _,, 
pr(,secution of the state violation; it Bppeared to us ttcy mi.gbt 
b2 of possible value to Mr. Canale sincg they c]oarly established 
Hay's £ugitive st3tus and his use ot' various aliases to avoid 
a pprehens ion. Consoque n tly, by memora nd"c.; m d2 ted Seip tember Us, 
1968, we raised tlw question with the Department tis to wllcther 
sucl1 fugitive type reports should be disseminated to Mr. ca~ale. 

- 2 -
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.. • 
Rosen to DeLoach memorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

• 
To date we have received no reply from the Department although 

on 9/30/68, D. Robert Owen of the Civil Rights Division of the Department 
advised that he intends to proceed to Memphis on 10/1/68, to discuss 
the case in detail with Mr. Canale. Owen stated that prior to his 
departure he would furnish us a memorandum advising which additional 
reports should be furnished to Mr. Canale at this time. 

Mr. Canale has informed us that he has experienced no 

) 
delay by the FBI in furnishing him pertinent reports, in fact he has stated 
that the cooperation between his office and the FBI has been extraordinary. 

· Mr. Canale stated he is well satisfied with the reports presently in his 
possession, as they contain the facts and evidence pertinent to the 
prosecution of the case in state court. He stated he is, however, desirous 
of obtaining reports relating to the fugitive aspects since they clearly 
establish Ray's fugitive status and his use of various aliases to avoid 
apprehension. He further advised that the only purpose of his letter was 
to "needle" tthe Department into taking action, and he realized the delay 
in furnishing pertinent reports is attributable solely to the Department 
and not the FBL 

- 3 -
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Jl..k;,}~,ilsfm ~ 
Wi'3; ]),,toa1?_ ._ 
~- Mohr ___ _ 
\Ir. Bishop __ _ 
\1r. Casper--~-. 

Mr. c~~;ft~ ~..,. -1'\1.r,,_C ._·· __ 
~Ir. Fell ___ _ 

Mr:~Cale ~.,..c-_,, __ 

\f"''l'fo1; eh · __ _ 
\Ir. Sullivan __ _ 
t-.lr. Tave! ___ _ 
\Ir. Trotter __ _ 
Tele. Room __ _ 
\liss l!olnH'S __ 
Miss (;;md,v ___ _ 
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0BERT K. DWYER 
l:XltCUTIVI: ASSl ■TANT 

LLOYD A. RHODES 
ADMINISTltATIVE A■SIBTANT 

JOHN L. CARLISLE 
H.J. BEACH 

E. L. HUTCHINSON, JR, 
GEORGE A. BECKER 

CRIMINAL INV1tSTIOATOR■ 

EARL E. FITZPATRICK 
NON•SUPPORT DIYl■ION 

• PHIL M. CANALE, JR. 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

P'll'Tl:ltNTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OP' TltNNU•1t1t 

COUNTY OP" 8Hl:LBV 

■HltL■Y COUNTY Ol'"l'"IClt BUILDINQ 

187 POPLAR AVENUE 

MllMP'HI■, TllNN. sa1oa 

September 27, 1968 

lion. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
Dept. of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

/ 
/ 

' V 

WILLIAM D. HAYNES 
JAMES C. BEASLEY 
EWELL C. RICHARDSON 
JEWETT H. MILLER 
J. CLYDE MASON 
SAM J. CATANZARO 
LEONARD T. LAFFERTY 
CLAY N. SAUNDERS 
ARTHUR T. BENNETT 
PHILLIPE. KUHN 
T. E. CRAWFORD 
CON D. STROTHER 
DON A. DINO 
JAMES P. CRO&• 
JOSEPH L. PATTERSON 
BILLY P', QRAY 

Dear Mr. Pollak: In Re: State of Tennessee vs. 
James Earl Ray 

As you probably know, we have been doing extensive 
pre-trial work getting ready for the trial in the above 
styled matter on November 12, 1968. Prior to this time, 
we have received a number of investigative reports from 

\

the Federal Bureau of Investigation, but there are some 
reports which we desperately need in preparing for this 
case which have not yet been tendered to us. In some .. 
instances, we have received laboratory reports pertain-/ 

I 
ing to certain physical evidence, but have not received I 
the field reports which would indicate to us who recovered 
the evidence that was examined in the laboratory, and 

.how and by whom same was transmitted to the laboratory 

\

for examination. Of course, we have to keep intact the 
chain of evidence in presenting this material at the 
trial. 

It is urgently requested that, as soon as possible, 
this office be furnished with any and all available in-
vestigative reports originating and emanating from the 
following localities, whether such reports have been 
submitted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, local 
law enforcement, or agencies outside the continental 

United States. . . t;f,. A REC 49 // _, -· 

I I make specific referencel/~,1 the need for reports 
from the following localities: ... ,~ ,,~~ 

.1 Chicago, Illinois 
New York City 
Canada 
London, England 

Scotland Yard 
(We do have the 

report.) 

16 S[D r ;. \ ·•rirg r ,H.• l::io 
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jMexico 
l Lisbon, Portugal. 

l 
Also, since the last report submitted to this office 

from field offices of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
dated May 17, we have received no reports since that date, 
and we would like to have the results of any supplemental 

iinvcstigations. I refer specifically to the possible sup­
jplemental investigations from Atlanta, Georgia, Los An-

lgclcs, California, Birmingham, Alabama, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Kansas City, Missouri, and Newark, New Jersey. 

am 
Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, I 

Sinc~rely yours, 

( 

PHIL M.--C-ANALE, JR. 
District Attorney General 

PMC:mm 
CC: Hon. Ramsey Clark 

Attorney General of the U.S. 
Dept. of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
506 Old P.O. Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

I ~, ~ ,.. . . V L .vt .. 

,....~ ( 
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Laboratory Transm1ttul Form 

7-72 • • 
IL~ 

.. ..a-..: .... -. LABORATORY ..... _.JL __ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Griffith 
1 - Mr. Mortimer 
1 - LAB FILE 

To: FBI, Memphis ( 44-198 7) Date: October 4, 1968 

Re: 1'.fURKIN 
CR 
00 : ?11e1:1phis 

Examination requested by: 

Referenre: 

Examination requested: 

~ I J • .,;e:np HS 

Airtel 9/26/68 

FBI File No. 

Lab. No, 

~ 
John Edqar Hoover, Director 

44-:58861 

/Jr/1s, Specir:.en recci•;ed 9/28/68 

K489 Two envelopes, one ~cst1'1::ir\:e,~ rn,r;nrHTC' '1'~:J1P,:. Aue; 1.2 '6:i. ' 
rtn,: t~e 'Jt1~er ;ostrl~1r~~cd "M7~1~·q-~ TTI-fTT. :·::r;FT 1'.; 11

.:'~" an.cl 
accompanying 1 c tters ~eari:r.g k'10vn han rlwri t iHL and hanci 
~) 1· 1·,,., + 1· n ., 0 f T lj ~1·i~t'; C' n /\ RL n II V 1 J ,_ .... .a. 6 '- ·' \,.) I ~ ..._, .u ... · -...!. !'J"\. l 

.Refli ks: < ~ ,_ 

Envelope postmarked "ST. LOFT c.: t-[0. 6 AUG 196 8" 
and accompanying letter beginninf" ;·Dear Jim111y Just 
a few lines •.• 1• m1d si.;:;·12cl 1'T")·~ry Ray" 

~ t-- 3 
u Inasmuch as K489 does not snffi~·.iently au;,,_.,:.::nt:. otLc1· 
'1<~10~-11 l:2w1.,'i.,'iti11g of ,T,\;::=s T:ARL nAY to p0i:,iJ.~: furt:ie.:.' r--~.c,1.Lifi(:J.tions 
· is mutt. er, K489 is ret~rned herewith 1,-r Me1np},js with ti:,.J ··ALS'J 
sumII'TTE;.;n :Tcit.:;ri:J]_. i\.Cr~l.- , ,,. ·, .. /-=•c / ~ 

No Laboratory re1)ort is being sul>,11itt;;-:r,-- 7--..,, -
Tolson __ _ 
Deloach __ 
Mohr __ _ 

• ' t\:o_ 10 err" 7 1968 Pho to graphs of K4 8 9 have iJee1i .. n1ade. . 
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