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AIRTEL 

TO: 

FROM: 

' 
9-26-68 

AM 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
ATrN: DOCUMENT SECTION 

FBI LABORATORY 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P 

MURKIN 

-,;;-,g')eo 7 n 
, •• i 1.. · 1 l.) 

Submitted herewith are five separate communications 
which Sheriff WILLIAM N. MORRIS, JR., Shelby County, Memphis, 
Tennessee, made available to SAC this date. These are letters 
prepared by subject JAMES EARL RAY. These are all samples of 
known handwriting and hand printing of subject RAY. They should 
be utilized for any additional handwriting comparison needed in 
captioned case. 

In addition, there are furnished herewith the originals 
of two letters which were forwarded by RAY to the Honorable W. 
PRESTON BATTLE, Judge of the Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Judge BATTLE will be the presiding Judge in the JAMES EARL RAY 
trial. These letters were furnished by Judge BATTLE to SAC. 

'ii 

1_:i, 

In connection with these letters, District Attorney General PHIL 
M. CANALE, Memphis, raised point that possibility exists that 
utilization of material furnished the Judge might be prejudicial 
at some future date. CANALE pointed out that since Judge BATTLE 
would hear case he was of opinion that it would probably not be 
feasible to utilize handwriting in letters sent Judge BATTLE. 
Therefore, it is requested that handwriting examination pre­
pared by Document Section utilize letters received from Sheriff 
MORRIS as primary sources for examination purposes. ' '. 

\

.. Results of examination regarding letters received by 
Sheriff MORRIS should be handled in separate communication . 

. Handwriting examination relative to letters received by Judge 
:_\,~.;. BATTLE should not be incorporated in the examination of hand­
·.·· writing contained in letters received by Sheriff MORRIS. The 

letters received by Judge BATTLE should be made a matter of a 

:.,. 6) BUREAU (Enc. 7) (AMSD - REGISTERED) l 1 MEMPHIS 
,; RGJ : BN ( 4) 
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a separate examination and a separate Laboratory report. 
District Attorney General CANALE's views should be incorporated 
in any results pertaining to examination of the letters received 
by Judge BATTLE. 

The originals should be returned to the Memphis Office 
so that they can be delivered to Sheriff MORRIS and Judge BATTLE. 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT• 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. \ 0 

MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

• 5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
<~> ... t~ 

Mr. De Loach t 
I'/ 

A. Rose~-r 

MURKIN 

• 
DATE October 4, 1968 

1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, ·Jr. 

Judge W. Prest~attle, Criminal Court, Shelby County, 
Memphis, Tennessee, who is handling the state trial of James Earl Ray, 
furnished us a letter sent to him by Ray. The judge provided us this 
letter for our information. 

The letter which is dated September 12, 1968, states Ray is 
calling attention to three articles w~ten about him, namely: a 

eaders Digest" article by JeremialN' Leary; a photograph and 
article appearing in a tabloid called "T~uirer, " and a story written 
by William BradforlNJuie appearing in "~mercial Appeal, " - a 
Memphis newspaper. Ray states that he intends to file libel suits. 

Ray expresses displeasure with Huie's article in that it depicts 
: Ray as being only interested in money and in exposing some persons or 
' organization. Ray states "for the record, both public and private, I 
) don't know anyone to expose and I want to disassociate myself from this 
t article. " 

Ray concludes his letter by stating he is going to send these 
stories to the Ethical Committee of the American Bar Association. 

ACTION: 

For information. 

REL:bcp 
(7) 
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Date: 10/4/68 
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Transmit the following in ----------;:,--------,------------------11 
(Type in plain/ext or cudC'! 

Via ____ A_I_R_T_E_L ___ _ A IRMA IL 
(f' riority) I ________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P­

SUB,JECT: - MURKIN 

Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 9/27/68, 

SI 1614-C advised suspects JOHN MCCLINTOCK, 
HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, and DELMAR GRINDSTAFF have strong 
connections with LEON KOHLER, known fence oper~ting, Cottap;e 
Hills, Illinois. KOHLER reputed to get 10 per cent of all 
their take in any criminal activities as repayment for fence 
merchandise and for providing bond money when needed. Informan 
states KOHLER willnot talk to anyone but he is alleged to have 
advised suspects not to spend bank robbery loot for at lnast 
two years. 

SI 1552-C advised his information still 
MCCLINTOCK and COVINGTON as prime suspects in BR 
Bank of Alton, 7/13/68; but JAMES EARL RAY not in 
time of BR. 

Bank employees and law enforcement agencies ran 
provide no current or additional information in this matter. 

,' , , 
(3/Bureau (44-38861) 
~2-Memphis (44-1987) 
3-Springfield (2:44-561) 

(1:91-3699) 
RCH/mab 
( 8) 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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4 MR. MOSS bEE INNES, 
/ c/o UNITED STATES EMBASSY, 
1OOELLINGTOr.'TREET, 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO. 

FOR TRANSMITTAL TO: DIRECTOR. F.B.I. 

F L-3G 

REV. 1-5-68 

YOUR FIL E 

RCMP FILE 

BUFILE 

7 çT 
STATUS 

(J7 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

R.C.M. POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
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LIYA CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE - GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CA DA 
RCMP 

GRC 68O 

OTHEF FILE REFERENCE1 
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS 

RE 
OBJET 

 0  
C 237 

REV. 1-4-66 

DIVISION 

tCH 

DATE RCMP FILE REFERENCES 

20  • RgOSSIERRf. ... 60 
SUB- DIVISION SOUS-DIVISION 
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- 6C.49O..19 
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(JL 
11c I i/c a t1 0 
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uur; 

.Lp io;:r) icii( 
.1 

1. UJULi fur yuar infrrn.:tion . ur iiistrucii s 

o the LiJ3)O1tJ4 of oiiiis in this cso are aLiaitcd here, 

• U. I. 

- S 

- EX 110 

4 

E8 

J.n. DuchesneaLl, I.is 1. 
A/Officer i/c . 

OCT 7 1963 
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ROBERT K. DWYER 

JiXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

JOHN L. CARLISLE 

H.J. E:EACH 

E. L. HUTCHINSON, JR. 

GEORGE A. BECKER 

CRIMJNAL INVESTIGATORS 

EARL E. FITZPATRICK 

NON-SUPPORT DIVISION 

SHELBY COUNTY • PHIL· M. CANALE, JR. 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF TENNESSEE 

SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 38103 

September 27, 1968 

LLOYD A. RHODES 

WILLIAM D. HAYNES 

JAMES C. BEASLEY 

EWELL C. RICHARDSON 

JEWETT H. MILLER 

J. CL YOE MASON 

SAM J. CATANZARO 

LEONARD T. LAFFERTY 

EDWARD L. RUCKS 

JAMES E. EIKNER. JR. 

CLAY N. SAUNDERS 

ARTHUR T. BENNETT 

PHILLIPE. KUHN 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Attention of Mr. G. J. Bonebrake\ 
F1ngerpr1nt 01v1s1on \ 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Fingerprint Irnpr~ssions of James Earl 
j Ray, alias Ramon1 Sneyd _, ..... ~.--.-~.-,.,.., ... '. 

Enclosed please find fingerprint impressions 
of James Earl Ray, alias Ramon Sneyd, dated August 6, 
1968, by authorities in London, these prints having 
been requested by Mr. G. J. Bonebrake of your depart­
ment. 

JLC:MEF 
Enclosure 

Yours truly, 

PHIL M. CANALE, JR. 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

o n ar 1s e 
Criminal Investigator 

1 s SEP 30 '196f 

---
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0
~~n~oa, ~-~;. t~JE,GA TION 

-RE~ORT 
of the 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 

YOUR FILE NO. RfC.. 65 
FBI 1-~ILE NO. 

LATENT CASE NO. 

TO: 

RE: 

:··r. P11ll .• _;anale, Jr. 
·-~- istrl~t LttarneJ :;,eneral 
tato of ("cnn-essee 

f 

~::. phi;::,, .,.\rn .. 11os3ee 3:J.103 

•tt:mtion: r. ,1)1la I.,. '..'arlisle 
~;rir inal . -1vcsU _:ator 

REFEHENCE: • .,!'.',f·h:'>r -(P'"~~-c ,h,,,r 27 l(V'; 
E: X AMIN AT ION RE Q U E~'"'B"Y: --,i,-'\.• . .,; '-''-·· , ~ :JO 

sPEc1MENs, / ·L1ressee 
"",.h1,_{erprints of Ja:~,es . :arl . ;ay, aliaG Uar: on :-n;?J i 

nie suhr.;1ittcd fingerprints, tals.en L'l London :ly 
-r. 11rthur ·.:rine, are sufficiently clear to be used in preparhtt~ 

;::01.i.rl exhibits. :.'!1e necessary photo;;raphs an:l 11e~ative.s bave 
been prcpru•oJ. 

·u1a suhuitted prints anJ your L·ail envelope are 
encloseJ. 

i - 'Ir. 3osen 
Conr•rcl -- 1 - Memphis (44-1987) 
~:\~====== 1 (with copy of incoming) 
Rosen ___ (11%' ~:abey ''~ 
Sull1vrm -- 1 ~' 

1" l /, 
1 avel ---/ '-:, ,) ' /;/, ;~h 
1 rotter ___ ~ ,.,, / 4 ~ 

lele. Room - ,· J t /rllt~ RE ORT IS 

Holmes T t1L196~ TCLETYPE UNIT D 

AIRMAIL 
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Reproduction of MateriaA .)rm 
Cont:;ressionnl Inquiry u;yt t 
6-

The following material has been reproduced 
for excising and review at FBIHQ by representatives of 
the Eouse Select Coffi!Iiittee on Assassinations: 

Section -~------
Serials through --- ~~-.-....----

(except following serials not in 
file on this date: 

Enclosure Behiud File or Bulky Enclosure: 
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ATTENTION 
BEFORE CHANGING CLASSIFICATION 
OR PROCESSING ANY DOCUMENT 
FROM THIS FILE FOR RELEASE TO 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC, CONTACT 
FOi/PA SECTION UNIT D, EXT. 5767. 
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