AIRTEL

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN: DOCUMENT SECTION
FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P 219928070

@ . / ?f/ MURKIN

= Submitted herewith are five separate communications

; which Sheriff WILLIAM N. MORRIS, JR., Shelby County, Memphis,

‘ Tennessee, made available to SAC this date. These are letters
prepared by subject JAMES EARL RAY. These are all samples of
known handwriting and hand printing of subject RAY., They should
be utilized for any additional handwriting comparison needed in
captioned case.

In addition, there are furnished herewith the originals
of two letters which were forwarded by RAY to the Honorable W,
PRESTON BATTLE, Judge of the Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee.
Judge BATTLE will be the presiding Judge in the JAMES EARL RAY
trial. These letters were furnished by Judge BATTLE to SAC.
In connection with these letters, District Attorney General PHIL
M, CANALE, Memphis, raised point that possibility exists that
utilization of material furnished the Judge might be prejudicial
at some future date. CANALE pointed out that since Judge BATTLE
would hear case he was of opinion that it would probably not be
feasible to utilize handwriting in letters sent Judge BATTLE.
Therefore, it is requested that handwriting examination pre-
pared by Document Section utilize letters received from Sheriff
MORRIS as primary sources for examination purposes.

Results of examination regarding letters received by
Sheriff MORRIS should be handled in separate communication.
Handwriting examination relative to letters received by Judge
BATTLE should not be incorporated in the examination of hand-
writing contained in letters received by Sheriff MORRIS. The
letters received by Judge BATTLE should be made a matter of a
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ME 44-1987

a separate examination and a separate Laboratory report.
District Attorney General CANALE's views should be incorporated

in any results pertaining to examination of the letters received
by Judge BATTLE,

The originals should be returned to the Memphis Office
so that they can be delivered to Sheriff MORRIS and Judge BATTLE.
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Memorandum

g
Mr. D.eLoach)’"’”‘ DATE:Qctober 4, 1968

ren 1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. ROSG}Q’}L 1 - Mr. Rosen
I - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, ‘Jr.

supjecT: MURKIN

Judge W. Presto{lgattle, Criminal Court, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tennessee, who is handling the state trial of James Earl Ray,
furnished us a letter sent to him by Ray. The judge provided us this
letter for our information.

The letter which is dated September 12, 1968, states Ray is
calling attention to three articles wrjtten about him, namely: a
~“Readers Digest'' article by JeremiabNQ'Leary; a photograph and
article appearing in a tabloid called "The~Nwguirer, ' and a story written
by William Bradfor&Huie appearing in "T mercial Appeal, " - a
Memphis newspaper. Ray states that he intends to file libel suits.

Ray expresses displeasure with Huie's article in that it depicts
: Ray as being only interested in money and in exposing some persons or
‘organization. Ray states "for the record, both public and private, I
j don’t know anyone to expose and I want to disassociate myself from this
i article. "

Ray concludes his letter by stating he is going to sendthese
stories to the Ethical Committee of the American Bar Association.

\ q,; L
ACTION: v

For information. The DepartmentREQ)gﬁg, advised:

Ve
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FBI

Date:  10/4/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-
SUBJECT: - MURKIN
Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 9/27/68,

ST 1614-C advised suspects JOHN MC CLINTOCK,

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, and DELMAR GRINDSTAFYF have strong
connections with LEON KOHLER, known fence operating, Cottage
Hills, Illinois, KOHLER reputed to get 10 per cent of all
their take in any criminal activities as repayment for fence
merchandise and for providing bond money when needed. Informang
states KOHLER willnot talk to anyone but he is alleged to have
advised suspects not to spend bank robbery loot for at least
two years.

ST 1552-C advised his information still indicates .|
MC CLINTOCK and COVINGTON as prime suspects in BR at g’jﬁ”
Bank of Alton, 7/13/68: but JAMES EARL RAY not in area at ./

time of BR. S

Bank employees and law enforcement agenciescan
provide no current or additional information in this matter.

AT

igyBureau (44-38861)

2-Memphis (44-1987)

3-Springfield (2:44-561)
(1:91-3699)

RCH/mab

(8)

~RQ

v

‘/ ; : )
S HROCTE
\}3,,’.:* i pecial Agent in Charge
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FL-3G
MR. MOSS LLEE INNES, REV. 1-5-68

/o UNITED STATES EMBASSY, =
100 WELLINGTOI#STREET, -
OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

FOR TRANSMITTAL TO: DIRECTOR,

¥OUR FILE

RCMP FILE

BUFILE

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH
R.C.M. POLICE HEADQUARTERS
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ROBERT K. DWYER SHELBY COUNTY . LLOYD A. RHODES
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT WILLIAM D. HAYNES

PHIL- M. CANALE, JR. JAMES C. BEASLEY
EWELL C. RICHARDSON
JOHN L. CARLISLE DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL JEWETT H. MILLER
H. J. BEACH FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF TENNESSEE J. CLYDE MASON
E-;}___-Q*;‘é"’;:’“‘éi‘é’:(vc;“- SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING SAM J. CATANZARO
: MEMPHIS, TENN. 38103 LEONARD T. LAFFERTY
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS N N EDWARD L. RUCKS
JAMES E. EIKNER. JR.

EARL E. FITZPATRICK CLAY N. SAUNDERS
ARTHUR T. BENNETT

MON-SUPPORT DIVISION
PHILLIP E. KUHN

September 27, 1968

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Attention of Mr. G. J. Bonebrake
Fingerprint Division

\

Re: Fingerprint Impre551ons of James Earl
Ray, alias Ramon‘Sneyd -

PP

2ra

Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find fingerprint impressions
of James Earl Ray, alias Ramon Sneyd, dated August 6,

1968, by authorities in London, these prints having
been requested by Mr. G. J. Bonebrake of your depart-

ment.
Yours truly,

PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL

«?/ﬁ’/ / //.c't(.f\Ac :

Yy
/Gbﬁn L. Carlisle
Criminal Investigator

JLC:MEF
Enclosure

e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Rishop
Casper
Callghan
Conrnd
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tave
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes

“"""FEDERZL BUREAU OF INVESRGATION

vour riLE No. RED- 69

FRBI FILE NO. N .
fxgﬁ_q;trq: I..»
ILATENT CASE NO. Wi

1675 ‘ GRS

Washington, D. C. 20537

"REFORT

of the

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

-
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SPECIMENS:

I ?»Jrfar.wgpe
B erprmts of Ja:ies Jarl ..ay, allas !

e subniitted fingerprints, tacen In London Hy

. oAarthar Sirine, are sufficiently clear to he used in preparing
court oxibibits.  he necessary photographs and necatives Lhave
peen prepared.

enclosed,

e, (2

- ir,

“he subniitted prints and your :.ail envelope are

7osen

i
1 - Memphis (44-1987)

. (with

I f&%;.abe

copy of mcommg)

C
Y
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Reproduction of Materia orm
Congressional Inguiry Ur'§e

6-

Date

The following material has been reproduced
for excising and review at FBIHQ by representatives of
the Eouse Select Committee on Assassinations:

File No.

Section

Serials o through

(except following serials not in
file on this date: '

e EE ke A AR

Enclosure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure:
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BEFORE CHANGING CLASSIFICATION
OR PROCESSING ANY DOCUMENT
FROM THIS FILE FOR RELEASE TO
THE GENERAL PUBLIC, CONTACT
FOI/PA SECTION UNIT D, EXT. 5767.

FBI/DOJY
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