
' ' 

I AM HELD IN COITENPT.• 

THIS P.IORIIIG, ION OVENS CFORMER FBI AGEIT), IMO WAS ME,.BER 

OF PAIEL OF-ATTORNEYS WMO.ASSIST£D·JUDGE BATTLE 11 COIIECTIOI 

WITH COIT£1PT NEARJIGS., COltACTED SAC. 

OWEIS STATED THAT PAI-EL OF ATTORIEYS WOULD MEET T·HJS 

MORII NG All DISCUSSION WOULD BE, HELD REGAltDIIS STAT£NEITS~ ATTJIJ • 

IUTED ·tQ. 8.BRAIE VHICH APPEARED II IEVSPAPEI. OVEIS SAID THAT 
t ... 

ANOIG-TNE GIESTIOIS THAT WOULD BE ASKED OF HIN WOULD l!t 

(I) an BOIEBRAIE NAIE THE STATENEATS AS ATTRIBUTEI TO 
~· 

Hlllt II ™'PRESS? 

<2>afHO IS 801£BftAXE? 

C3) · WHERE VERE THESE STAT!NEITS l'tADE, ·tF IIADE AT ALL7 

(4> .WHEN VERE TREY NADE AID WHY VERE THEY NAIE? 

OWENS HAS ADVISED THAT HE WOULD A·PPREC'IATE A P•OIIPT 

AISWER. I-F Poss·1BLE, TO HIS QUESTIONS so THAT HE ·w1LL IE II A 

1£TTER POSITIOl·to CLARIFY SITUATIOI AS REPOITEI J ■ ,tHE IEVSPAPERS. 

EID· 

MIA 

FBI WASH DC 
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PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO SAC, MEMPIDS (44-11J87) 

FROM DIRECTOR~: (44-38861) - 5 ~') 1 
~Qa 

10-17-68 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION SECTION 
O.CT 18196~ 'J 9f~Erve~ 

REURTEL OCTOBER SIXTEEN CONCERNING ARTICLE APPEARING IN 

"THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL." INFORM JX)N OWENS GEORGE BONEBRAKE 
' 

IS FINGERPRINT EXPERT WHO PRESENTED DETAILED TES'nllONXJN OPEN 
~l 

,,.. ·--11 

COURT IN LONDON, ENGLAND, 1N CONNECTION WITH EXTRAD1---i-IQ1- OF - -~­,. 

RAY. TES'l1MONY RECEIVED WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY IN NEWS .DU 
THROUGHOUT WORLD. DURING POLICE SCHOOL CONDUCTED BY:~NE-

-- ... J .... 
I ·•; 

BRAKE AT WICfilTA, KANSAS, SEPTEMBER NINE THROUGH THIR'l'BEN 

LAST IN A CLOSED SESSION MEMBERS OF CLASS ATTEMPTED TO QUERY 
.-, ---n 

BONE~ . .JS TO DETAII.a OF FINGERPRlNT TES'l1MONY. BONEBRAKE 
~. . -"" 

GAVE NC) FACTS OTHER THAN WHAT BAD ALREADY BEEN QUOTED BY 

, PRESS CONCERNING IDS LONDON TESTIMONY AND THIS IN ONLY VERY 

t:.~1v· BRIEF :tis- NO MEMBERS OF PRESS WERE PRESENT. ON ONE 

OCCASION DURING SCHOOL, MEMBERS OF PRESS WERE BRD:FLYIN-

~~f::,~D TO TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS AND TOVCO-LLECT DATA~POR STORY ,.t../ 
Casper=== NE M: hs ~ .. 
Callahan __ 

~~~td (7) -t.; NOTE: C_over memo C. E. Ganley to Mr. Trotter ~Cf 
Rosen---=--= ~-------- dated 10-17-68 captioned "James Earl Ray,(_ 'j . 
5

"

11

'""" : ;~5o cfl ... ) 008 La~ent Fingerprint Evjd:c;:,; J~ 
- M-;IL ROOM r:ki, TELETYPE UNIT✓ 
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.... 

TELETYPE TO :MEMPIDS 
MURKIN 
44-38861 

CONCERNING POLICE SCHOOL. :MEMBER OF CLASS REMARKED TO A 

REPORTER THAT BONEBRAKE WAS FINGERPRINT EXPERT IN RAY CASE. 

REPORTER THEN SAID HE RECALLED BONEBRAKE'S NAME. NO FURTHER 

DISCUSSION OCCURRED AT THIS SESSION OR ANY OTHER SESSIONS OF 

CLASS. BONEBRAKE STATES UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT ANY QUOTATIONS 
' 

IN PRESS OTHERWISE ARE OUTRIGHT FABRICATIONS AND FALSEHOODS. 

WHEN BONEBRAKE TESTIFIED IN LONDON SUCH TESTIMONY BECAME 

PUBLIC SOURCE MATERIAL AND ANY FURTHER ELABORATION FROM ANY 

OTHER SOURCE IS PURE FABmCATION. 

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-
FBI 

Date: 10-18-68 

Mr. Tolson __ 
Mr. DeLoach. __ -v-' . Mr. Mohr ____ _ 
Mr. Bi8hop _________ _ 
Mr. Casper _____ ~ 
Mr. Callahan _______ _ 
Mr. Co:orad ... ------· 
Mr. F sl t _______ _ 
Mr. Gal~:­
Mr ., I( , +,,•'---· 

I""-~~ ·}, ,"-

Transmit the following in ------------------------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Mr. Suh an ______ _ 
Mr. TaveL __ _ 
Mr. Trotter ________ _ 

Via _A_I_RT_E_L ____ _ AM 
(Priority) 

Tele. Roome.-_ 
Miss H1)lmes _______ _ 

I Miss Gandy _____ _ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

p 

Submitted herewith for assistance of the Bureau are two 
Xerox copies of letter received this date from PHIL M. CANALE, JR., 
District Attorney General. It is noted the letter re•uested that 
all physical evidence pertaining to the JAMES EARL RAY case now in 
possession of the FBI be forwarded to his office . 

. In view of the information set forth in the second 
paragraph of Mr. CANALE's letter, it is suggested that a copy be 
forwarded to the FBI boratQry. 

~ IIIPIIIRI 
?;i) BtmlAu (E~c~· 2) (AM) 
'-f MEMPHIS 

RGJ:BN 
(4) ~~~~ 

y c)rirpul' 

BE~Ba' LfV-}{t£L::;[~7 i 
1 OCT 25 1968 

I' 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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• '-. -.114 , 
tosERT K. DWYER 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT PHIL M. CANALE, JR. 

w::..U,\M n. rJ,v1 .. -:s 
JAM'.:r, C. 8cJ .. :v 

LLOYD A. RHODES 
AOMINISTRATIVll: ASSISTANT 

JOHN L. CARLISLE 
H.J. BEACH 

E. L. HUTCHINSON. JR. 
CLYDE R. VENSON 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOrlS 

EARLE. FITZPATRICK 
NON-SUPPORT DIVISl9N 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF TENNESSEE: 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING 

157 POPLAR AVENUE 

MEMPHIS, TENN. S8103 

October 16, 1968 

Mr. Robert Jensen 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Federal Office Building · 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

Re: State of Tennessee vs. James Earl Ray 

Dear Mr. Jensen: 

. fT H. 1-1,:U .. E., 
J. C ... YDE M/,SvN 

SA_M J. CATA;--;:Z,,~O 
LEONARD T. U,,:FERTY 

/.~·!-:"HURT. 22N:--.c::TT 
D -.,:~ :J. ST, I,:-~·-, i CR 

EisGCN,..:. C. c;;.::.R,G 

hAh:VE:Y HERRIN 

F. GLEl'c SiSSO~, 
JOHN W. PIE.Ro-,, l 

Confirming my telephone conversation with you, 
it is requested that all the physical evidence pertaining 
to the James Earl Ray case now in the possession of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation be forwarded to this of­
fice. As you know, we have to comply with the Court's or­
der in making all the tangible evidence available to the 
defense attorney for his inspection. 

I understand that Mr. Mortimer, document examiner 
with the laboratory of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in Washington, may still be working on some of his material. 
If so, we will contact him and ask him to bring his portion 
of the evidence personally to Memphis so we can discuss it 
with him. 

Thanking you for your consideration in this and 
all past matters, I am 

PMCJr:MEF 
' -· ~-~-; ~~-- ~ 
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October 23, 1968 

Director, PSI (44-38881} 

1 - Mr,. Long 
IIDll 

sac:loaed ,. .. will tlacl • xeroz copy of Lept 
c:•a:111icatioa to tlae Bareau allder date of OCtober 22, 1988• 
in relatloa_ to repreaeatati• .. of llr. Pbll •• caule'• otfic:e 
viatt to lleZlco. 

You abollldttalle tlle pertlaeat portiou froa tllia 
coaauaicatloa aDd aubait th .. la•• LBII aultable tor dl .... iaatioa 
along witb 1our coatact• witla Jlr. ca•l• reapoadl .. to their 
reflUUt. 

Daclonrea 

REL:j~ 
( 4)7,, 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 

Bishop -­
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Pelt __ _ 

MAILED~ 

COMM-Far 

~:~:n -- t•i/,n~., 
Sullivan __ V 

~:{~-~o~ov- 5' 6 
Holm.es __ 
Gandy __ MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT D 

f 
. 

, 

_ 3!f tf-,.~)/:.. 79 
-

19 oc1 25 ,~ss 

---- -
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 10/17 /68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------'---­
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via AIRTEL · __ A_I_RMA __ IL __________ _....;. __ ___, it ------------------- . ________ (Priority) ____________ L _______ _ 
~ TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: 

SUB 

~OLIS (44-563) (RUC) 

KIN ) 

. . 

Re Springfield airtel to Director, dated. 5/1/68. 
-· . -·· ··~ ·tfs e-~r 

On 10/16/68 1 ROBERT ~RADER, 122 wlfi1am'l>rive, Apartment J, 
Brownsburg, Indianaz telephonically contacted !his 'office attvlB1ngE1 
t"-Mt he wished to speak to an agent in regard to captioned subject. 
Arrangements were made to meet him at which time he furnished 

X information substantially the .same as was furnished by his wife, 
\' MARGARET CARMICHAEL STRADER, in referenced airtel. The only dis­

::,_,f\./ crepancy with information furnished previously by his wife was that 
f he compared ·photographs that were published of JAMES EARL RAY to 

the persons that he remembered having overheard at the Gulf Truck// 
Stop, Lebanon, Tennessee, in late 14arch1 1968. After comparison 
he advised t~t.none of the five men he overheard at the truck st~ 
were identical to JAMES EARL RAY. His wife had previously stateclt 
in referenced airtel that one of those persons had been RAY. 

STRADER advised that after hearing this conversation with the 
five men .. in the restroom at the truck stop on or about the last day 
of March, 1968, that he and his wife turned around ~nd traveled 
back to Memphis, a distance of about 65 miles,to r,port what he 
had overheard. When they returned to Memphis~ however, he got 
scared, did not want to get invo.lved and did. not r~port what he had 
heard to anyone. They left Memphis and traveled Ea.st in the directio 
they had been traveling before returning to M~mphis. Mrs. SJ.'RADER1 
.in referenced airtel 1 advised to the contrary. th~t he did not 
mention hear~ng of the plan to.kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING that day, 
and she did aot advise of having returned to Memphis to report such. 

;:::::

1

:::_3sss1) (RM) 1-Indianapoli:E~~::~;t' - ~nf y t 0-~£,? J , 
2-Memphis (44-1987) (RM) Llp/vlm-:· -~}; . OCT 19 1968 
2-Springfield (44-561) (RM) (8) /~ .. 1 

-

Sent ------M Per ---+-+--,-----
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~r ~'t ~ ,J-:-,. :·: J~J .f- ~: 4.) .. :: 

_-:.~t~~,# ~-~&;_;- !'f ·. (.; :-}(, ~: ~2 
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1 \ '.·. '...._,,, ,____· ~- \_'} 
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FBI 
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• • -,; • - - I • • 
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::;- , -:- r~ ~ -:--· ~:r-. f~ 
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: ·, t},:<-~ r: 
,, .,.__ - • ~-\':,, , l 

. I. 

... .. · 

·-· 
\. ' ,., ~~ ·,.•:;. ,·,';. ·: ' • ·~-;,J-,. :/. -,·; . .. ... 

. , ~,.. ·:.- ·• ' ·~ ' ~ . . . ". ~ . , ., ~:: . - ,. , ~ .. 

. __ .. -· ,.": · ·.· .. ·1n:a.dd~iti~n to tb.e above inforDU;1.tion; .ST~D advise.a. 
' . :.': ·.,. :" ·tha t 11

: he-, was ap_proacheCJ: -~1 a. man on the .. night of 10/13/6~ 1 '. .... 

· · r · .. · . a~ t~e ba~_ of~_·Howarq .J.ohnson.~s:,· _l9cated".a,t I-4_65 and . _--
( · · Indiana _ _-,~t•t••::·Highwa·y· -1361 ·1n Ind.ianapolis. : 'This mai;i,, ,~~ ... 
· · · · , .. :·· -~ccor!li·rig ·~to Sl'RADBB,-· -1$.~ew a11 al;)out STRADJR ·,:a.pd __ .. was aware . . .. 

: .. _ · 'of ·-his-~poo~-- fiaa.~cial, s.tatus~' Thl.s ·mantfollowed-, him' to :the··. 
,:':;_.·:: ca_r a.Ad told:=-STRAllil( ·tthat he· . .-... couid make_·:$100~-ooo if he ~ou~d· 
~ . testify·' ·to: _wliat: Ile- heard i1r:· t_he· restTooD). · in ~banon, .· · - :· .. 

.-.,,.,. -Te'b:neli,_see;.~_'in lat~ Ma.ich •. · The man did not :,tell. him. -.who. - - _ 
-·· , ·would_ pay_ the money,_ but told_ STR4DBR that if ·.Jie .:was interested .:.: 
. ~·,·, , : · :-,_he·',ns ::to<l)e _iQ Oklahoma Ci.ty, .. O~lahonaa .,, at the Jlirport --:~'.:. - "._ -~-- .· ." 

-.-, .. _ ~·~t · 3: (J'O· --~ .on Satu~day, 10/l.9/ij8 ! .The -man: a~lso _ told · . - · •. · 
, .. _ ST~_R -~:! _if be di~~ not b(?li~ve 'h:tm.;· to go ·-to ~t-~e _· .. .. + ~, 

• .. t __ r-:_ .. '.'t-~Ho~id•J IJin('bar1 a·t "\;he .. lf~~-napo:lis_,:':~;L~por.t,•l!,t:•5:0Q-PM · 
. -\ · · .-·- · , . , ·· the_ next,c~eveni~g,. Sl'RADBK ~d.visedd_·t~~. ~;;~did;, in fa~ct, 
. _ .. ~-.-- go th

0
e·-~ext· ev~ning t.o.the.-·Ho~-~~ay Inn ·bar;. which was 91\ ·- · 

_-:, .. :~-.,".-_.,-" · 10/14/~,--but .he _was _not __ ~appjf~c~ed by ~nyone.:· ~n t~~ . ::_, .. _ 
J:, ':' ·.:,- · ___ ... -_ ·:,mor_niri.g_·of~-r: 10/15/68,. a:t ··approxi~na:tely=--5 :ao '-~.-:-; ~Ra\OER -:. / ·: 

_- "Y-·?. _ ~ .. . ,: -~ _- : heafd.•:~ · noise..-_at:-_ h:isCa:-pa1:t,J11-e~-t .':<!ooz-,ii __ a'.nci' fo.uuu~-'a~rnote Whic,b;:- -.· 
__ .,_ .-: -~ ,>; >-, _.stated"; ''~a,t. 3 :.oo All,~;:-on,A/. Citf.~ -- .. HdW:.:much:~:m~ney)~.<~: , -- ·· ~ -··-• ~-
... _. .·-~- ':· ,ST:~BR_-.s~:te4 ·:·that: he· be.ca.me -very wotried _anctti~;ual.ly on·.,: 

- -- -- - ·:~o/16/68 :made j-.· telephoo..e··.· call t..<? ARTIJUR · HAY~;:\,attorney · __ 
.. _, . : .. 'f°Ol\ J~---B~.BAY, itl.:.:.Bir1J1.inghamj ... Alaba~ 1 :a\tenipti~g·to:· 

_ ·'_·;-:-; ··::·.- ~. _ -. find·· ou-i>tf_ HAYNES wa~· res_porisi\lle for tlie. o_(.f'e:r;. of _- :- _ 
:- ., .... ~,dt:-\:·-· ;._· , : -$.100,000 .flJr·~•m~~to tes:tify.;:. :--··He ta_lke.4 -t·o -~~~ at._ 

-- •-. .-:: _ whi.ch :time,, HAJNIS:·.•entioned to STJW>BRi-tllat he, _h,,_d- received -. · < ,· a ~yste-1:'iou;s,'l>lio.ne :c~l'l ,S$V9:~~-1:,Jiays 1:ie'fore, adv~ing._ .. t,~hat--: -
_ ···~ ; _ .:~ -he-- shou~.d -get in -to.uch with (I. ROB~'J' ~BADBR, __ :_how41ver, _:- --

··,\< ::·' · - · :-unms h~d taken it a!{~ _;t pranlf eall •.. ~-HAYNES" knew .. of· no . 
, -, -·~-- . · -- : o~lez;f of. money: ~o STJ4DEB.: i~- ihe .w.ould testify,' bu~'--d~d-0

- take 
. t·~- - . ~ -. -·:~:· .:,.STBADBR's ~ddress and ~.phontt .number•, , -- -- . -. :. '· . -

• ,t\·• /- <' : .. :, •. ., '. ·' · .. •,; · Af tel' ta {,f n~ ·to liffls ~ · S'l'~Ell·, 1mmedi&;te1y. <:A. Heel · 
· .•: ·_' ·-.:-, :: - ·. the Iad.i-naJ!pll~ .. '.Wf-lce ·2111d ·reque·s~ed >to ta.l{(··>to -~ Agent.-, 
, . _c· _.-: :.~, \ .. :_--ST~~- _:gave as )1tlt ·rea:~0:n··Yor ~o~ c.ontac_t.i~ __ the:--·,l'B~} -·-. ·-

- : ·' .... ; - . pr.evious ly, .that· he·, was-·. ~-11 ·. ex-con_ aJ1d was , not ._,fc;>nd . qf -~ · _ 
_ ,",- . dea,ling·wi~h- pcflice •· ~n any·:manner·, · h<>w~v_e~t ~he !as:_~r-~ , ' 

_. __ and·. felt that ·he··-must· :aaake ·known the -above ·1nforma-tion.: · ._-• ·. 
· ~- ~BIDER furnished. both not,e_s ae·,Md received :to interviewtng 

,,.,. ~ 4,~-. 't ,. .· . . . ·.·•- :· " , " . . . ' . .. . - ,..ens._ -~- . ._ _ _... _,-. __ -. -- - , _ •. .. _, . 

.· . ~'. . . 

; - -~.- -~ ':. 

'. . · .. ~ ,: -~ ••· .- :, ;:;. .. ':',. . --:,,.. . . .. "··· 
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IP 44-563 
... ~--· .,,._ . 

Indianapolis Office is retaining· these notes .. at this 
time.and has instructed STRADER to. promptly advise,if_he is 

,,recontacted in the· ,:future by; .anyone concerning this m.'atter. · . 
As the substance Qf · J;his int·ervietl with STRADER has previously. 

-been 'furnished to the Burea_u and ·.Memphis, _it does not appear · 
further. investigation is ne·cessary. The Indianapol:is--Office 
_will ke~p the··,, Bureau and Memphis,-advised of ·any turt_her · 
dev~lopment.s. " · .. 

~ :~ . . ·:·· ·_: .,:)_ .. ~ \~ ·.-. ,--_ . . .- . 

· It '·should be'." hoted ·that i~ referenced _a.irtel, .,mention 
is m~de ·of the f_act that STRADER was· a ;,patient twice at Patton 

·_ State Bospit·a1,· s:a·crame'nto/"Califor;g.ia,. and .once at Atascadero 
Sta ~ .. e Hospital -in , Calif or~ia. .. · ·· -~ 

' ____ -.' 

] 

.\ .. . · ...... ,.,.,--.· ... 
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Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tave! __ _ 

• • 
SAC. Melllphia (44-1987) 10/25/68 

. 
Director, PBI (44-38861) 1 - Mr. Long 

Re Indianapoli■ airt.el to the Bureeu debld 10/17/68. 

Bureau 1a in receipt of referenaed C011a1:.mication con­
cernJ.nv inforllllltion u gi••n t.o lndianapolia by Robert B. 
St'.rader and alao 1n receipt of Springfield airtel tot.he 
Bureau dated 5/1/68 concerning infonation u prgyided by 
Margaret Cermiebael Strader, wife of ltobart. Sa:-ader. 

Meaphia a'bould adviae the reeulte of any innni9ationa 
conducted u a re.ult of inforaation furnished by Marvaret 
Cerll1claael St.radar and amblllit your recoaaendKiona batted on 
both interview. 

REL:gcw 
(4) 

NOTE: 

Springfield communications dated June 1, 1968, 
furnished information as a result of their interviewing 
Robert Strader who gave information concerning implications 
of James Earl Ray in the King assassination. His wife 
now furnishes information to our Indianapolis office:·_, which 
refutes some of the information furnished by Robert Strader. 

Memphis being instructed to advise Bureau-the, 
results of any investigation conducted concerning this ,,, __ ~ ;· 
matter and to submit their recommendation~Y ,;f ./ j /~ 6 

- l 1/J~ -- c/' __.le; .f 0 

I 

ti. , 

MAil.ED I 

OCT? L 1968 

·coMM•FBl 

MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT D 

RE~aB -- a '" ~ st 10_0~_ 
~..___...) 

19 OCT 25 1968 

-
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i, 

.. • 
FBI 

Date: 10/22/68 

Transmit the following in ----------------:--:---------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

- AIRTEL Via _______ _ 
(Priority) 

AM 
I 

--------------------------------------------- - L-------

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, PBI (44~38861) 

_SAc..,_JIEMPHIS (44-1987). P 

~,~10 
There are enclosed for information of the Bureau, 

original and one copy each of newspaper clippings ~n captioned 
matter. 

RGJ:BN 
(4) 

Approv 

6}0Cf31 

NOT RECORDED. 1 

1a OCT 24 1968 i_ 

I 

Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

..._ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

~;-:-~cle Opposes Battle's S~c~ 
:''Th~·· R~anioi,t report of the before Judge Battle held in terp~tation th~t the Reardon 

1:A:m~ricatt Bar: Association on contempt two Memphis news- r~port does not . ':restrict the 
h~ti:iaL:{iublicity in criminal p~per .repoi:ters ~ho ~te sto- press," the Kaufman rep?rt, a 
, 1 ,,:,,, . ~,·di • t tr' t th ries from interviews with Ar- pa,:-allel document pubbs~ed 
~~~- : . ;; 9es .~0 • res 1c. e thur J. Hap.es Sr., attorney ~or two weeks ago and· covenng 
press .. f~lD,printing any infor- James Earl Ray, charged with the federal court$,-.says specif­
miltion~ it, ·can get,0 says a killing Dr. Martin::1utherKing ically it disfavors, ·at this time 
·~phi~ ~ attorney who helped Jr. at. least, ·· pre-trial publicity or­
wt~$ tne·.repox:t. "I am convinced , some ders applying to the pre$s·. The 
·· :;Thi!:,;is ·the opinion of Walter guidelines are necessary for _Ka u, f man. report expresse~ 
·P. Armstrong Jr., a member both the media and the.bar if doubt that guarantees in the 
of the Reardon Committee and the right to a fair trial is to be United., States Constitution re­
chairman of the American Bar preserved,'' Mr. Armstrong garding Jreedom of speech and 
Foundation's Survey of Admin- wrote. '\ . .Against this back- fre~doiri · of the press permit 
istration of Criminal Justice. ground, Jet us consider the such orders being applied to 
Mr. Armstrong maintains this (Reardon) report and the so- the news •Jlledia. 
view -· the .~pposite_ of tb:at ~a.lied ':blackout' of news which · ·Mr .. Armstrong quotes the 
he.Id by an am1cus curiae com- it imposes. . . opinion of the Supreme Court 
mittee · appointed by Judge W. "I th· first 1 . ·t d in Sn~ppard vs Maxwell 
P t B ttl · • ht · n e p ace 1 oes . . · . , . res on- ~ e - man e1g - . t . . t • t th .. •, r· - - "Given. the pervasiveness of · . _; 1 · t • no res ric e press rom . . -
page aL ~c e. u;tJ:t curren is~ue printin an information it can. modem _commumcat10ns and 
of the. Tennessee Bar Journal. t · Itgd Y t· - ·rt . · · · the 'difficulty of effacing pte1·u-. . ge . oes sugges ce am re- . . . . 

.Mt. :Armstro~g ref.used yes- strictions upon attorneys,, law dic~al pubhc1ty f!om the minds 
ter~~Y ~!o . 'ht: . mte~~!~ on- enforcement officers, judges of Jurors, ~e trial courts must 
1:he . sub1e,c~ since 1t 1s in co~- and judicial employes in . re,. take . strong measure~ to en­
troversy In Jud~ . Battle s leasing such infonnation • • · . · sure• that the balance is never 
court .. ~ut .he s~d he stood ''No one denies the right of weigl).ed against the accused." 
unquahf!edly on his a.ar ?0ur- the press to print without prior · ·. · · · · ·t 
nal ar:t~cl~. -~ wwas p~hs1,d :testr~int • . . You can't· stop · ·. The- defense in the M~mphi~ 

the newspapers from printing ~onte_mpt case has pointed out 
it _ if they. c~ get it;· ~(YQll Jhat. it wou.ld be virtually i!X1-
can certainly stop them from possible, from. the legal pomt 
getting it." _ · · of view, to prejudice the ac-

With the adVJ.ee. and assent cused by quoting his attorney. 
of a bar committee headed ·by "Remember,'.' says Mr. 
Lucius Burch, Judge Battle on Armstrong toward the end of 
Sept. 30 held Charles Edmund- his article, "the Reardon re­
son of The Commercial Appeal port does not limit the press in i 
and Roy Hamilton of the Mem"'. what _ it can publish in any 
phis Press - Scimitar in con- .way, with one single exception. 
tempt · of court. · . . It. does characterize as con-

The court agreed ·with a: de- tempt of. court· the dissemina­
fense contended that the news- tion of, a statement going be­
men ·had not been served with yond the public record of the 
a . copy of his order. But Ae court for the purpose of affect­
held they. were co~ere~ by 1t ing the outcome of the trial." 
bf extension as defined m pr~-: The Memphis reporters have 
vious c o · n t e m. p t cases m. not been taxed with trying to. 
Tennessee. · · affect the outcome of the Ray' 

Ezra Bryan, attorney for trial. . , . . . 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers, • Jud~e B~ttle s amiGus cun8:el 
and. Armistead: C.l~y, attorney comi_nittee n1;et yes~erday . to 
fox-· the ·reporters, dis~gree. cons_ider ~1ble act10n on m­
They say that none of the cate- t~rview~ with Mr. H~nes. pub-. 
gorie_s "covered by extension", -~1s~e~ m Wednesday s . Pr~s­
would include the respondents Scimitar · and The Comrnercral . 
in this case. · .' · · , . • , Appeal. Members of the com-
. • They· have .filed a motion for mitt~e would not comment on 
Judge Battle .. too rehear the their conference.- It is known 
case and tiave announced,that they were oftended' by -Mr~ 
1.·( ~ef _is n. <>.t,i{~ted., appeal ~an~s• .P~fti~e terming .. ~e~ 
will be taken to flrgher-courts. · .a cdlnm1tte& pf Harper Vn: 

Besides Mr. Armstrong's in-ley PfA hypocrites.'!---· ... _.r~-,.-. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

_PAGE S.3 

Date: $1)0-)f(~J 
Edition: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 'H\M PH JS 
D Being Investigated 
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• 
n pace Below) (Mount Clipping i S 

... 

lawyers Discuss 
Blast by Hattes 

A committee of lawyers 
a d v i s i n g Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle on 
J>Ublicity in the James E_arl 
Ray case had a closed meet­
ing today, but the Press­
scimitar learned that the 
subject was the vocal blast 
aimed at the committee and 
the court's pre-trial publicity 
order by Arthur J. Hanes, 
Ray's attorney. 

Hanes yesterday referred 
to the lawyers as "a commit-

... tee of Harper Valley PT A 
hypocrites" and criticized its 
'Publicity guidelines adopted 
by Judge Battle as favoring 
the prosecution. ' · . 

The seven-member com­
mittee refused· to meet with 
a group of newsmen of Sig­
ma Delta Chi, national jour­
nalism fraternity, to discuss 
the publicity controversy de­
spite a suggestion earlier by 
Judge Battle that it would be 
a good idea. • 

• 

(Indicate page ne , name of 
wspaper, city and state.) 

PAGE I 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: .. 'n~JPHIS 
D Being Investigated 
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.. · • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

tt:anes 'Hesumes 
\\if,' " • . ... 

~:•verbal Onslaught 
Cites !Story Quoting FB·I 
; tinking :Ray, 1Prints 
~ . 

"'The attorney for James Earl 
Ray, charged with murdering 
J;).r. ·Martin LU:ther; King Jr., 
reiewed his verbal onslaught 
against a court order to limit 
pretrial publicity in the case. 

• 1 Arthur· J. Hanes conceded 
tliat Criminal Court Judge W. 
:Preston Battle, who has held 
:Jiim in contempt, has the right 
to ~- forbid him to discuss the 
' 1i4erits of the case against 
Ray. But he can't get after me, 
according to the Reardon re­
pQEt, for commenting on other 
tlfttgs.,, . 
· "Other things," according to 

Mr.! Hanes, embraces the con­
~ns of Ray's imprisonment 
iri the Shelby County Jail, the 
release of only one photo of 
Ray, showing him shackled 
and manacled, and the unsuc­
csful effort of a Ku Klux 
Kl~ attorney from Georgia to 
become associated in Ray's 
defense. , 

~ludge Battle's order he said, 
ha!I not prevented an FBI 
spokesman from giving inter­
views pointing to Ray as Dr. 
!Qng's slayer. 

'Puesday Mr. Hanes cited a 
ltory in the Wichita (Kan.) 
Beacon quotiBg Geerge Bone­
bi)fte, · an FBI fingerprint . ex­
pett, as saying fingerprints 
t~n of Ray in London 
niiched "latent fingerprints" 
tan by detectives in Mem­
J,Jii shortly after Dr. King was 
s on a motel balcony here 
I .. •April. 

· dispatch from Wichita said 
· , besides making the 

ch at a police seminar 
e on fingerprint identifica-

., Mr. Bonebrake said in an 
erview mterward, "There is 
" doubt in rny mind that Ra,y 

east· handled . the murder 
,i ..' 

I I . !I 

/ ·/ 
, l 

• 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

PAGE 5fo 
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T11.E co1J1.' E~cr~·11 
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VO 

October 2~, 1968 
PLAIRTKIT 

T.ILBTIPB URGDT 
1 Mr. Long 

TO: SAC, BIRIIDGBAII (44-1740) 

(44-38881) PROM: DIRBCTOR, PBI 
itC~~'h 

;\,\,\, 
~~; 

IIJRXIH 

.. Bm■DfGRA■ TBL9'1B',_ff ... P .... ro BURBAU ocrom TIO TIO LAST. 

YOU SBOULD ADYISB .ABTBUR J. BABBS, AflOBBBY FOR JAUS 

URL RAY, IB WRITDO TB.AT IP BB BAS Aft INl'ORIIATIOlf WRICH 

BB BBLIB\'BS WOULD BB OP nnBRB8T '10 TD PBI, BB SBOULD FUL 

PUB 'I\) PUBlfISJI IT 'IO TBB BDUIDIGBA■ OITICB. SULRII. 

{j7'9 DIIPBIS (AIBIIAIL) 

REL: jm.s 
(4),t·:.-· 

NOTE: 
attorney 
with him 
util:i.zed 

C::J 
er~' .-~• 

~-l: 
....... f.• 

-t'· . 
;; 

This is in reference to request of Hanesn­
for James Earl Ray, that we exchange information 
on a c ti vi ties of b 1 a ck mi 1 i ta n ~ which can ~-
by Hanes during Ray's local trial. 

FEDERAL 8UIEAU Of INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

Mohr-_-_-_-_- tT£1:£TYP \ · ~ 
Bishop 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ 
Sullivan __ 
Tavel __ _ 
Trotter __ 

Tele.~"l=OCT'l Q Q ~:~~1~----111'"-1 _w- "ilA Rt~68i TELETYPE UNIT 
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, ~ - October 22, 1968 , 
• 
' .. . . . GENERAL INVEST--TIVE DIVISION 

ll'. 

This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The attached relates to a telephone call received 
by the SAC, Birmingham from Arthur J. Hanes, 
attorney for James Earl Ray. Hanes wants to exchange 
information with us as to activities of black militants 
and wants to use any data furnished by Bureau during 
trial, which is scheduled for state court in Memphis on 
November 12, 1968. We obviously are declining this 
request. 

Hanes previously advised he wanted to talk to 
the Director in relation to some "concerns" of his. 
Hanes was advised that he should furnish any inf or­
mation that he has to the SAC at Birmingham. 

Birmingham is being instructed that Hanes should 
be advised in writing to the effect that if he has any 
information which he believes would be of interest to 
the FBI, he should feel free to furnish it to the 
Birmingham Office. 'I Department being advised of Hanes contact with 

I us and our reply to him. ,,{, 

WL~rp1 t ~ I{~ ~ K 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. -.-.., ,.,_ .... ~~ 

~ '-1 
.,._. C .., i° ,, 

FBI WASH DC 
' 

FBI BIRMGHAM 

• BURUU Of INYUTIGATKffl 
FlD~L DtPARTMlNT Of JUSTICE 
COMMUN.lCATlO_KS SE TlO.N. 

OCT221 

10:07AM 10•22•68 URGENT AMB 

DIRECTOR, (44•38861> 

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44•1740) 

• 
✓ 

. e oaca.­
Mr. Mohr-­
Mr. Bishop,-­
Mr. Casper-­
Mr. Callahan­
Mr. Conra.~-=-­
Mr. Fel~~ 
Mr. Gale-.....j-a!~­
Mr. Rose~ll'--­
Mr. Sulli 
Mr. Tavel-­
Mr. Trotter­
Tele. RoomlU--­
Miss Holmes­
Miss Gandy-

JAPIES"EAR.:_"RAY, AXAJ DR. PIARTIN LUTHQIG0 JR., VICTIM;? 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY. 

ON THIS DAYE ARTHUR J. HANES, SR., BIRMINGHAM. "ALABAMA, 

DEFENSE ATTORNEY IN THIS CASE, TELEPHONED BIRMINGHAM SAC RALPH 
~ ,, 

J. MILES, STATING QU8H THIS IS A GENUINE CONCERN CALL UNQUOT~. 

AFTER STATING HIS GREAT ADMIRATION FOR THE FBI AND HIS INTEREST ,. .... 

IN THE WELL BEING OF HIS COUNTRY, HANES SAID THE FORTHCOPIING,. 
. ~ . 

TRIAL OF RAY WOULD PROVIDE QYDTE A GREAT FORUM FOR EXPOSING ,, 
SOME THINGS WHICH NEED EXPOSING UNQY8ff. ENSUING CONVERSATION 

-.. 

., . . ... 
DEVELOPED THAT HANES COICERN WAS QUOTE WITH THE BLACK MILITANT ' 

. --· ~- ./ # ._~., 
..,,_., r•p 

GROUPS AT WORK IN THIS COUNTRY WHOSE ACTIVITIES SHOULD BE -
EXPOSED

11

lfNQUOTf. c:::/ REC-42 <fiJ ----_Jtttal -S,i;,~::tt~ 
HANES REQUESTED THAT HE BE ALLOWED TO MEET WITH A.BUREAU l 
- ' ~ .o. OCT 2~ 1968 

OFFICIAL IN BIRMINGHAM, WASHI NGTOH, OR ANY OTHER SUTIABL£9' 
- ·w■J -~ .... LOCATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXCHANGING INFORMATION AS TO -

r . 
f • 

ACTIVITIES OF B_LACK MILITANTS 'WITH" A VIEW TOWARD USING AIY DATA 

END PAGE ONE 

~R. DEL.DACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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• PAGE. TWO. • 
~ 

FURNISHED BY THE BUREAU DURING TH RAY TRIAL. SAC ADVISED 

HANES THAT HE WOULD BE GLAD TO RECEIVE FROM HANES ANY INFORMATION 

PERTINENT TO THE SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES BUT, AS HANES WELL 

KNEW, THE INFORMATION POSSESSED BY THE FBI COULD NOT BE DISCLOSED 

TO HIM UNDER REGULATIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. HANES NONE­

THELESS ASKED THAT HIS REQUEST BE CONVEYED TO THE BUREAU AND 

THAT HE BE CONTA.CTED TODAY OR TOMORROW AS TO THE BUREAU "s 

POSITION. 

SAC BIRMINGHAM RECOMMENDS THAT HANES AGAIN BE INFORMED THAT 
:.::, 

THE BUR~U WOULD BE RECEPTIVE TO ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION HE 
.~ ~ 

POSSESSES BUT CANNOT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES FURNISH HIM WITH 
-

ANY INFORMA.llON ALONG THE LINES REQUESTED. IT IS FURTHER 

RECOMM£BE.;THAT HANES BE ADVISED THAT IF HE,/WISHES TO PURSUE THE 
~ .,,, 

MATTER FURiRER HE SHOULD DIRECT A WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL. 

BIRMINGHAM WILL AWAIT BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE RETURNING 

HANES CALL. 

AIR NAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS. 

END. 

eeRRfiCTI ONI PA&i iW8 LI NE Oil iORD SIX SNOULB B! TR!-. 

Plat!! TVC PARA. TW& t.:IIE""· •F-1-¥ii W8R& ➔EI 8H! SffOtttlt B! N!-. 

END 

MKA 

FBI WASH DC 
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I 
FD-36 -'Rsv .. 5-£2-64') 

FBI 

Date: 10/25/68. 

Transmit the following in -------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A._I_R_TE_n_L ____ _ A.IR MA.IL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-----~ 
TO: DIRECNR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: INGFIELD (44-561) - p -

SUBJEC MURKIN 

Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau 10/18/68. 

SUMMARY AIRTEL 

Contact with uncle of JAMES EARL RA.Y, with law 
enforcement agencies and informants provided no new information 
re la ting to robbery of The Bank of Alton on 7 /13/6t7 or possible 
connection 'in robbery of RAY. Persons contacted are·as 
follows: 

. WILLI.AM MAHER 
712 Brown·Street 
Al ton, Illinois ·· 

Chief WILLIAM H. PETERSEN (NA) 
A.lton PD 

. Chief Deputy Sheriff 
FM_NK SCHMIDT 
Madison.County Sheriff's Office 
Edwardsville 

WILLIAM BEARDSMORE 
Executive Vice-President //// _ 
The Bank of Alton R£QfY'7 ~JJl&J-5;). 
SI 1614-C 
SI 1552-C 

C. C. - Bishop 
PCI HELEN GRABLE 
PCI LARRY R. MANNS. 

} G\ 
2 
3 

- Bureau (44-38861) 
Memphis(44-1~87) 
Sprin ield (2: 44-561) 

(1: 91-3699) 

(12 OCT 28 1968 

_54.P/OV-_~ 18~/· ·. · 
Approved: ----~--+-~-----­

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

3 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



T" T .;~ i) 
.,, 
'· 

, ., r . : 

l' • I 

'\ • ... 

,·: 
i.-, t. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
October 28, 1968 

MURKIN 

ReNBairtel to the ieau died lrJ/1:/~~- Long 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 

Bnclo&ed for Mempbis and JCansas City la one 
copy of the ident.ificat1on record cor.cerning Robert 03le 
Porter. for as~istanc:e in aYalua~ing the infonaation as 
furnished by Carl Rayaond Osborne. 

Melaplds and Ransas City should expedite 
the evaluation in this matter. 

Enclosure 

2 - :Kansas City 

REL:sds 
(6) 

(Enclosure) 

.MAILEQ ~ 

OCT 2 81968 
COMM-FBI 

Conrad__ A ~:~: --- tr, '"V ·1111'"' 
Rosen ___ ' L' '- j 
Sullivan __ 

Tave!-----=---~- I 
Trotter .:, 

~;::~:~llQ\l~Q -
Gandy~,!!_ IAA~ RO ,TELETYPE UNIT D 

-- ..., -~-------7,:::\ ,~-
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) .. ~ .. • 

FBI 

Date: 10-17-68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ AM 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P 

Submitted herewith for the information of the Bureau 
and Kansas City is a supplementary investigation report prepared 
by Dewitt County Sh.erif:l's Department, Clinton, Illinois. It is 
noted that report sets forth information received from a prisoner 
by the name of CARL RAYMOND OSBORNE, alias WALTER ALEXANDER. 
During the course of interview, OSBORNE states he has been 
associated with a ROBERT DALE PORTER, alias BOB CLINE. OSBORNE 
during course of investigation states that ROBERT DALE PORTER, a1i•~ ... ~ 
BOB CLINE, . told him that JAMES EARL RAY and PORTER were permi tt 
to escape from the Jefferson City Penitentiary at the same times 
that they could kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. PORTER also reported! 
told OSBORNE that he and RAY were both later arrested in Memphi--~~ 
Tennessee, at the same time and subsequently released. 

The Memphis Division has no information available indi­
cating that OSBORNE and RAY were arrested at the same time i~ 
Memphis and subse•uently released. 

It is suggested that the Bureau review the identification 
record of ROBERT DALE PORTER to determine whether or not there is 
any information disclosing a common arrest or a common incarcera- . 
tion with subject JAMES EARL RAY. REC 49 I/ff - 3 Et" t /- 5 ~ r 

The Kansas · ----.;.,,. at Jefferson City Penitentiary, 
should review recor in w ether or not ROB RT LE 
PORTER, alias BOB CLINE, has ever been inc~rc~rated at Jefferson 
City Penitentiary and whether or not any information available to 
indicate he is an escapee, and whether time of escape.corresponds 
with that of JAMES EARL RAY. ,r) € f _ t .... _ .... _ 

f';)BUREAU (Enc. ~AM) . Ii • .IL ~,i l> · -??-~ 
'-f KANsAs c1TY <E~&iJJ (AM> y e 

11 
.. i- ,, l) , ocr 968 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .. 

FBI 

Date: 

Al 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I Transmit the following in -------------~-----:---:---------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

Via -----------
I 

(Priority) I 

• 
• 

------------------------------------------------L------. 

ME 44-1987 

Kansas City should also determine whether or not there 
is any information available indicating that ROBERT DALE PORTER 
may have been incarcerated at the same time as JAMES EARL RAY or 
may possibly have been a cellmate of JAMES EARL RAY. 

Approved: ~----------­
Special Agent in Charge 

-2-

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

.. 
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TO 

' OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

I ... ,_ ... 
. .:_VNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
MR. TROT'rER[iJV DATE: 

Gale __ _ 

Rosen ---­
Sullivan -~ 
Tave! ----1,~4 

FROM C. E. G~nlQ Holmes __ 

Gandy ---

JAMES EARL RAY LUI-~~~~- · 

LATENT F1NGERP~N~ __ EVIDE-Ne-R\ ~:, . ~ 
)i/i::' (.~ //i __ ; .,, r , , ) /7~ ·. ~ 

I James Earl Ray is the ~~cusect;~~er of Martin Luther King. He wa~ M ,_ ~ 
, apprehended in London, England, on 6-8-68 and extradited to the United States on 

7-19-68 and is currently awaiting trial in Memphis, Tennessee, on state homicidal 
charges. In order for Ray to be extradited from England, the United States Govern­
ment was required to present detailed testimony as to (a) the identity of the individual 
and (b) his allege~ implication as King's slayer. To establish these points, at the 
Department's request, Bureau transported Latent Fingerprint Examiner George 
Bonebrake to London where he presented expert fingerprint testimony on 6-27-68. 
Bonebrake' s testimony received widespread publicity in the news 1media throughryout .. -
he world. As a matter of fact, he was the only witness presented by the United -.. 

States Government and this was made much of by the world press. · -

On 10-16-68 Charles Edmundson, newspaper reporter for the Memphis 
"Commercial Appeal" got wind of a story that had been printed by the Wichita, Kansas, 
"Beacon" newspaper on 9-12-68 covering a police school that Bonebrake had con­
ducted at Wichita in early September. (News Reporter Edmundson and Defense 
Attorney Arthur Hanes, Sr., are currently under contempt citations issued by 
Memphis Criminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle, such citations having been issued 
on 9-30-68 accusing Edmundson and Hanes of violating the trial judge's order barring 
extrajudicial statements in the Ray case. Edmundson and Hanes have apparently 
dredged up the Wichita, Kansas, "Beacon" news story in an attempt to offset the 
court's action against themselves.) 

. Mr. Bonebrake, who is on annual leave, has been contacted concerning the 
allegation that he unnecessarily aired the fingerprint testimony in this case before a 
police school in Wichita, Kansas, in early September. Bonebrake states that when 
he appeared before the class they already knew - through the prior extensive publicity 
concerning his London, England, testimony - that he was the fingerprint expert in 
the .Ray case. On one o~~~sion, me_~bers ~~ fl}e cl:_~sr/n. a ~losed .~~.s-~~on, attemp~ed. 

s.C 31 7_~/- c;.hto 0/ c;-2(} .> ~ 
Enc. (continued - next page) · '3, P' 

CEG:hs 
(6) 

-- ., ~- ,_ J,-"':/ 
L l,',_;j ~ - > 

\ 
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a. < l 

Melrlorandum to Mr. Trotter 
Re: James Earl Ray 

• 
... 

. . I • 

to query him as to the details of the fingerprint testimony. Bonebrake states that 
he gave no facts other than what had already been quoted by the press concerning 
his· London, England, testimony and this was in a very brief fashion. No members 
of the press were present. On another occasion during the class at the instigation 
of the local police department, members of the press were briefly invited to take 
photographs and to collect data for a press story on this school. One member of 
the class- who seemed friendly with the reporter mentioned that Bonebrake had been 
the fingerprint expert who had given testimony in London. The reporter then said 
he recalled Bonebrake's name. No further questions were asked and no other in­
formation was volunteered by Mr. Bonebrake at this session or any other sessions 
of the class. Bonebrake states unequivocally that any quotations in the press other­
wise are outright fabrications and falsehoods. 

Memphis teletype of 10-16-68 poses certain questions as pro}l)unded by 
Don Owens, former FBI Agent and member of panel of attorneys assisting Judge 
Battle in connection with contempt hearings against Reporter Edmundson and Attorney 
Hanes. Queries in essence ask for specifications on allegations made by Edmundson. 
Attached teletype instructs Memphis to contact Owens and furnish full facts as set 
forth herein pointing out that when Bonebrake testified in London such testimony 
became public source material and that any further elaboration from any other source 
is pure fabrication. 

RECOMlVIENDATION: 

Approval of attached teletype. 

- 2 -
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Fb-3' (Rev. 5-22-64) · .. . 

FBI 

Date: 10-24-68 

Transmit the following in ---------:-::::-----=-~-----;---:----------. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via ________ _ AIR MAIL 
(Priority) I 

.. 

L-------

TO: DIRECTOR, fBI_ (44-38861) 
. 

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

JAMES EARLORAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; 
CR - CONSPIRACY 

00: ME 

ReBUtel 10-24-68. 

Enclosed i,~<ij-IM requested, original and four copies. 
· 1·-,.,l~~--"~ v 

~'.JVJ, 
ciJBureau (e~. 5) 
'-f-Birmingham 

RJM:rlg 
(4) 

Approved: ------=-+--+------
Special t in Charge 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1400 - 2121 Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
October 24, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

~/ ....... 
On October 22, 1968, Mr. Arthur J: Hanes, 

Sr., Birmingham, Alabama, at.,,torne~ represeritlng•-,,. _, 
"'J"ames Ear"'T--~ay"';~eTepnoned Ralph J. Miles, Special 
Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Birmingham, Alabama, stating that "This is a 
genuine concern call." Mr. Hanes expressed his 
deep interest in the well-being of his country 
and stated that the forthcoming trial of Ray could 
provide "a great forum for exposing some things 
which need exposing." In the ensuing conversation 
Hanes stated that his specific concern was·"with 
the Black militant groups at work in this country 
whose activities should be exoosed." .,_ 

Mr. Hanes requested that arrangements 
be made for him to meet with an official of the 
FBI in Birmingham, Alabama; Washington, D. C.; 
or any other suitable location for the purpose 
of exchanging information as to activities of 
Black militants. He indicated that his purpose 
in securing information from the FBI was in order 
that a suitable expose of such Black militant 
activities could be made during the forthcoming 
trial of James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. Hanes was informed that the FBI 
would be happy to receive from him any information 
pertinent to the security of the United States, 
but that information possessed by the FBI could 
not be disclosed to him under regulations of the 
Attorney General of the United States. This advice 

r--
.. ::----, ~,.._ ' . 
J d- .:' 
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• • 
James Earl Ray 

was confirmed to Mr. Hanes by letter dated October 24, 
1968, in which he was again informed that he should 
feel perfectly free to furnish to Mr. Miles or any 
representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
at Birmingham, Alabama, any information he believed 
would be of interest to the FBI. 

This memorandum is loaned to you by the 
FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 

2 

. . 
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FBI ·irASH DC· 
-"· .... ,, ,- • , 

FBI MEMPHIS 

GENT 10-23•68 DND 

ECTOR (44•38861) 

OM MEMPHIS (44•1987) 

FIOWI. IUIUU Of iNVWIMfWH 
U. I. DUARTIUI' Of JUIJ'ICE 

COMMUN_ICATIONS SECTION 

0CT281~ 
Ellii&Y.PB 

RE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE SALL THIS DATE. 

" . ·--~, ----
Mr. Tolson I Mr. DeLua~_h __ _ 

Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Bisho~---- I 
Mr. Casper _____ _ 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad-=:-::=. ---
Mr. Felt ____ t_ 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rose~~- ·---
Mr . .::.1-L,.van. ___ _ 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trott~~----
Tele. Room ---Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy.= 

,r,-1) _ srA--'l"r.S _,, WtTsre-1tN DitTRit:r ,ti= IENlles.sF~ 
tJ# . ~ ATTORNE¥ THOMAS L. ROBINSON, wet: MEMPHIS, TELEPHONICALLY 

CONTACTED THIS OFFICE AID ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 
De ()l!l'2T 111 eN T 

ROBINSON SAID A PR. BROWN FROM THE .;EPT~ OF JUSTICE HAD 
~ 

TELEPHOIICALLY CONJTACTED HIM. BROWN REPORTEDLY SAID HE HAD 
._.; 

RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM A NEWSPAPER SOURCE IN WASHINGTON, D. c. 
THAT JUDGE BATTLE HAD CITED OR PLANNED TO CITE AN, FBI EMPLOYEE 

WHO COMENTED REGARDING THIS CASE SOMEWHERE IN OKLAHOMA.- BROWN 

ALSO ADVISED ROBINSON THAT HIS INFORfift,I f1fl_~A;f°pf AJ ~O~THIN; , ,. 

NIGHT BE SENT TO THE ATTORNEY. GENERAl'lMaAROna THI~ MAf'iiR. s~ 'Ii I 
USA RO.BINSON WAS REFERRED DIRECTLY TO DON OWENS, FORMER FBI 

AGEIT AND ONE OF THE SEVEN ATTORNJ~-Wl ARE ACTING ON BEHALF-
flR OCT 30 1968 

OF JUDGE BATTLE IN PREPARING VARIOUS PETITIONS AND ORDERS RESTRICTING 
• -PUBLICITY, ETC. IN INSTANT CASE. COPIES OF PREVIOUS ORDERS IN THIS 

CASE HAVE BEEN FURlllSHED TO THE BUREAU. 

COPY OF SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER WHICH WAS PREPARED IN THIS CASE 

HAS BEEN SECURED FRON DOI OWENS AND HAS BEEN SUBMITTED BY AIRTEL- / . _ Vb 

R 0s,w. iv be Lo P r IV m·-Jlv END PAGE ONE 

C~ph~ ~,u~l(,I~ 
) b l yL( I H RfJ ;.j/tlj __ , _______ ··-·· -··· -- .. ,.... . . 

MR. DELOACH Fu!{ ·1r1E L;~-\~~ i vi{ l ----------- _ _. 
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PAGE TWO 

TO THE BUREAU THIS DATE. SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER POINTS OUT TO COURT 
OJ 

THAT IT DOES NOT HAVE JURISDICTION IN WASHIN'l"ON, D.C., WHICH IS 

GIVEN AS ALLEGED RESIDENCE OF GEORGE BONEBRAKE. PETITION AS OF 

CLOSE OF BUSINESS THIS DATE HAS NOT BEEN FILED. DON OWEN.S HAS 

·ADVISED THAT COPY OF PETITION WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO FBI, MEMPHIS.· 
1'! /1 /t?tlllf IL .5Plf'"C/;t;J. .Oe~✓-//~/Z)' 

THIS PETION WILL BE FORWARDED -AMS01' ON MOR NI NG OF OCT• TWENTY FOUR, 
. " 

NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. THE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT INDICATES THAT IN THE 
/rT'To~A/E Y ~~A/€ te ,II/L-

EV ENT PETITION IS SERVED, IT IS PROPOSED IT BE MAILED TO -MV'cLARK 
~ 

INASMUCH ;\AS BONEBRAKE IS EMPLOYED B.Y DEPT. OF JUST~E. 

OWENS ALSO~ SHORT,it.Y BEFORE FIVE o•cLOCK THIS DATE THAT 

IN ALL PROBABILITY EVEN THOUGH PETITION WILL BE PREPARED, IT MAY 

NEVER BE FlLED. OWENS ALSO SAID THAT IN ANY EVENT, IT IS FELT 

NO ACTION ·WOULD BE TAKEN BY JUDGE UNTIL AFTER TRIAL. 
'· .l , .... ~ 

OWENS IS COGNIZANT OF FACT THAT BONEBRAKE DID TESTIFY 

PUBLICLY IN LONDON AND THAT HIS TESTIMONY THERE IS MATTER OF RECORD. 
T 

OWENS HAS Ai.SO STATED THAT II DID NOT APPEAR TO HIM THAT ANY 

PROBLEM WOULD BE PRESENTED IN THAT STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO 

BONEBRAKE APPEAR TO BE THOSE TO WHICH HE TESTIFIED PUBLICLY IN 

LONDON. 

P.END 

MXS 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

FBI WASH DC 
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/ F'b-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) 

( 

FBI 

Date: 10/23/68 

Transmit the following in -------~---:------::--:----~----., 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R.,....T_E_L __ _ 
· (Priority) I 

-------------------------------- ----- L-------

TO • • DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTN: DISPECTOR NORMAN J. McDANIELj 
(44-38861) , IDENTIFICATION D1VISION 

FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)(P) 

SUBJECT:~~ 

Submitted herewith for the Bureau's information are 

~ 
two copies of a report submitted by the committee of seven 

1 
,\.,./, attorneys in instant case. It is noted this report deals with 

, '_:: an article which appeared in the "Commercial Appeal" on 10/16/68 
under the caption, "Lecture by FBI Agent Angers Ray's Attorney." 
GEORGE BONEBRAKE, FBI Fingerprint .Examiner,. is quoted in this 
article •.. 

As of the close of business, October 23, 1968, a 
petition based on this supplemental report has not been filed 
before the Court. Immediately on establishing that the petition 
is filed, a copy will be secured and submitted for the Bureau's 
information. 

-~ 

,,S ,~ 
";J_ Bureau (Enc.-2)(-'1~.DJ L:f - Memphis 

RGJ:ME 
(4) 

• • 

(Ill OCT 2~ 1968 

Sent ______ M Per -----'------
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IN 'J.'lIE CHIMINAL COUHrr 01'1 SHELBY COUNT1Y 'J.1ENNES8EE 
---------------·-------··-----------···---1.---·-- ---

STATE OF TENNESSEE, 

Plaintiff, 

Vs. 

J At111~S _EAHL HAY, ALIAS 
EH.IC S'l'AHVO G Al/J.1 , ALIAS 
JOHN WILLARD, ALIAS 
HAHVEY _LOHMEY~R, · 

Defendant. 

NO. 166ll5 and 16819 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF AMICI CURIAE 

The followi~g is a unanimous supplemental report of the 

Amici Curiae appointed ·by th,e Honorable W .. Preston Battle, 

Ju~ge of Division III of the Criminal·Court of Shelby County, 

Tennessee, in the above-styled cause. 

Your Amici Curiae find and report as follows: 

1. That on October 16, 1968, there appeared in the 

Commercial Appeal an article under the headline: "Lecture 

By FBI Agent A~gers Ray's Attorney", in which one Geo~ge 

Bonebrake, an FBI fi~gerprint specialist, is extensively 

quoted. Mr. Bonebrake is also quoted in the Memphis Press­

Scimitar of October 16, 1968 in an article under the headline: 

"Hanes Denounces Court Group As 'Hypocrites'", and ~gain in 
•.. . 

an article in the Commercial App·eal of October 17, 1968 under 

the headline: "Hanes Resumes Verbal Onsla~ght". 

Your Amici Curiae are of the opinion that there is 

probable cause to belleve that the statements all~gedly made 
I 

•·by Geor~c ·Bonebrake are in Tiolatlon ~ this Court's orders. 
\ 

I 

rcr;ard int: prc-t 11 ial publicity ir1, ~he above case. However, C\..-.v-~ :.. , , 
_, f'r, $-. ••• ~_ • 

your Amici Curiae believe that the said Gcor\."C Bonebrake is 
. t.:> 

a 1·es.1dcnt citl~cn of Washtnston> D. C. and as such is not 

immed:i.ately amenable to the processes of this Court. 'l'hcrcforc 

your Ami. c i. Cu 1 • i. ac prop or-; c to f 11 c a pct it ion in this Court 

t 
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' '' ' 

rcqu1r1~1G the sa:ic1 Geo~gc IJoncbriake to show cau.Dc why he 

should not be aclju~lgcd in contcrnpt of this Court for violation 

of th1s Court's orders, and further propose to mail a copy 

of the petition to the Honorable Ramsey Clark, the Attorney 

General of the Uni tcd States; Department _of Justice, by whom 

said Gco~ge Bonebrake is believed to be employed, requesti~g 

that the said George Bonebrake submit himself voluntarily 

to th~ jurisdiction _of this Court so that a proper heari~g 

may be held. In the event· said voluntary submission is not 

forthcomi!)-g, the petition will rec·ommend that this Court issue 

its proces·s at such time as the ·said Geo~ge Bonebrake shall 

come into this Court's jurisdiction. 

2. That your Amici 9uriae are .currently invest~gati~g 

the manner and occasion by which the above-referred-to com­

ments all~ged to have been made by the said Geo~ge Bonebrake 

on September 11, 1968 in Wichita, Kansas came to be quoted 

in the news media of Memphis, Tennessee on October 16 and 17; 

1968. Your Amici Curiae would advise the Court that, upon 

.the completion _of th:is invest~gation, we shall ?-gain report 

to this Court r~gardi!)-g any additional recommended action 

~gainst other parties. 

r 
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Form DJ-150 
(Ed. 4-2~65) /-. 

BNITED STATES GOVERWNT 

Memorandum 
r.RTMENT OF JUSTICE 

TO : Director DATE: October 14, 1968 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Gt~~ ~e 
f/. f FRO~~ Stephen J. Pollak 

SJP:efw 

D.J. 144-72-662 
#41-157-147 

Civil Rights Division 
0 

SUBJECT: Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Reference your memorandum of October 4, 1968. 

My memorandum to you of October 8, 1968 under 
this caption requested you to furnish a copy of the 
report of Special Agent Rene J. Dumaine, dated 
October 2, 1968,to Mr. Phil Canale, Attorney General, 
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee. 

The subject matter of the Dumaine report 
concerned information originally received from 
Mr, William Bradford Huie. My October 8 memorandum 
was intended to reflect my determination to authorize 
you to furnish the information obtained in the 
interview of your agent with Mr. William Bradford 
Huie to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr .. 

• 
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