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Director 
Federal Buraau or Investigation 

Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

'L. 

October 14, 1968 

SJP:erw 

D.J. 144-72-662 
#Jil-157-147 

~asaaa~nat1on ot Martin Lut~~r King, Jr. 

Reference your memorandum of October-, 1968. 

My memorandum to you or October 8, 1968 u~ter 
this caption requested you to furnish a copy of the 
report or Special Agent Rene J. Dumaine, dated. 
October 2, 1968,to Mr. Phil Canale, Attorney General, 
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee. 

The subject matter or the Dumaine report 
concerned information originally received from 
Mr. William Bradford Hu1e. My October 8 memorandum 
was intended to reflect my determination to authorise 
you to furnish the information obtained in the 
interview or your agent with Mr. William Bradtord 
Huie to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr,. 
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Date: 

Transmit the fo 11 owing in ------------(-1-,,-p-c-in_p_l_a_in_t_c_' x_t_o_r_c_o-:d:--e-/--------------11 . ~§' 

•...-.,.-.r:,'7T AT.,.._.,r,•-r I ~ 1-'!. l .:.d ..!.'.J.w .1. l✓1.,l,lL l ..u 
Via _____________ --------------------------------t ~" 

(Priority) I ~ 

------------------------------------------------L-------f~ 
r"O • .l.. • 

~ ?:: 0 -~\ ,T • 
.l. .:..wv ....... 

( 
. .-, 0 • q"'I ·0 '\ 
, .... )U • .J....:...} 

FBI (62-537) 

'tAM:PA ( 62-963) (C) 

(?P l7i le 62-963) 

(00: ME) 
( m,p Ti'J_. l c. 

..L -- ~ .... '-" 157-3231) 

Re ~o'UY'e~u ~1.··_r--t,0."'.1. -L'·o ri""r:1·lnp 0 T,oq l:.r:o·e 1 e~ ~nd ~,se·~n;'.)his 
_ - ~ - ~ ..._ (.A. 1 (:..4 ' ..._. .,._, .1.-:... 1.l ~ ..L.. .._. '-,,-i. .1,.1..;. .L, .... J. .;..-,. -- ' 

d2:ted P.ugus t 7, 
and 1,e,v Orleans 
10/4/680 

1968, and captioned nKENSP,.LT 11 and !TI1IURKIN"; 
lett0r to Bureau, Captioned as above, dated 

The referenced 1-Tew Orleans letter to Bureau revealed 
that the instructions contained in the Bureauis airtel of 
August 7, 1963, have been complied with., Accordingly, the 
Tampa Division is placing its files pertaining to KENSALT 
and MUPJ{IN in a closed status at this time" 

(8) 

~;~~, _,___.rls ...... j ...... ~~•_,.,._.. o;.,,..· ~+-· .-------

specidl Agent in Charge 
Sent ---------M Per , _________ .;.._.....,· / 
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Robj_ns I "'(,,.!, !'"""" C"') • 

; • ..1.. 0-; v~ a , 

C' /'"'I 
._; 0 \..., • 9 bec~use 

~1,..,A ~~~rs _l.0~1Q ~? OoC0 
- • ....., .... '--l ... - .. ;_.J'-'" -'-- ~ C- V,,;,,.J- .;:_; ,_) :) Pf=\ ·1..10 _,L,_ a_-= .. 111· n.c:: i~o ;, ,.,.,, ... r-,.,- -...., ..__ - r .:.:_,i-,--1.\ .. G.!.-SL 

EZL'.'.::::LL lS in a closed statuso 

A couv of this airtel is hein._g furnished to the 
..i., .,J ·-' 

:\Icw Orleans Di vision for its info:t::;1a tion conce1 .. ning the 
final dispostion of this matter by the Tampa Division. 
No LIU-.i is being enclosed for Ne,v Orleans, Los /icngeles ~ 
or I-.Iemphis because it only contains the interview of 
EZZELL by the New Orleans Division, who has previously 
f u.:rnished ·results to Los Angeles and Memphis" 

2 -
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In Reply, Plea~e Refer to 
File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL B.UREAU OF INVES'l'IGATION 

Tampa, Florida 
October 14_, 1968 

PERNELL EZZELL- . 

Ref ere nee is made to prior communic·a tions in caP­
tioned matter, the most recent one being dated August 13, 
1968. 
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! D-302 (R,1v. 1-25-60) . . .JEIU\L. BURt:AU OF !NYESTIGAl , • 

·, 

Dato __ 8}27 /6_8 __ 

PERNELL EZZELL was interviewed at the Shreveport,· 
Louisiana, Resident .Agency. .At the outset of the inter·;iew 
EZZELL wis advised of his rights but deblined to sign a 
waiver of same. EZZELL declined to furnish a signed 
statement but voluntarily furnished the following information: 

EZZELL denied that he had received or W3S ever 
in possession of a great amount of money as a result of his 

I . 

-: participation in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING and the 
:assassination of Senator ROBERT Fo KENNEDYo He further 
denied stating to anyone he was on the payroll of the 
OSI.and CIA. 

.-~~­ -. 
EZZELL said he definately did not participate -

in any manner, nor did he hav~ any knowledge of or informaiion 
concerning the murders of MARTIN LUTHER KING nnd Senator 
ROBERT Fo KENNEDY. 

EZZELL admitted that he was glad KING was dead as 
he felt KING was a troblemaker, but emphasized that he 
did not have anything to do with killiag him. 

Ez ,7.· • ..,T L . d h 1 d j 1--- 1 • t i t .J-d~.J sai ~(J cou.. noc rcmern.uer m3 ... ~1ng any s ·2 :eraea s 
to anyone regarding any of the above. Hb admitted that he 
may have made them when he was in a drun1i;.en con di tio11, but· 
could not recall rnaking ~111y such st8.tements. Ee said he 
often has black-out periods which occur.when he 1s drinki~g 
and he nas be2n known_ to appear sober even when he is in a 
drunken state·. 

H'•zz-r-i'IL s::::-.1'd 1i'Rl'NK' T.:JE·T'7.FT J
0

'-' -f-he si1op· Fc)1·err1r:i·<1 +'01· J..:c ~J..:J .. .J ~, J~ .,1 .. Ji 11 J LJ...:,,...,_..J -•.:> '-' L .. , {....,. ...~ _ 

his former employer at Perdue Radio and Television Company, 
Orlando, Florida. He and Wetzel have been out drinking 
together on a few occasions, usually after closing shop or on 
a. payday night.· WETZEL· has beon· trying to get him into 
trouble with his wife. EZZELL said WETZEL thinks he is a 
ladies man and has in the past tried to take his ,,vif e out. 
His wife has told him that WETZEL has called her several 
times and in 0.ddi tion to trying to_ make a date would 
tell her of h.is :runntng around ,vi th other wom8.n, EZZELL 
• l • .·J 1'/T;tT·r-,,••·,I , 11 h · (•1·,r'ZT'LJ ~ ) ' f 1 t t. .; 11 be. 1t1ver..1 ,· .. ;S .'Ld~ ., ·ce_ .. s is ·~ 'JLi -..i.1.:1 J s ·w1. e \V 1a lle r.e s 
WETZEL in confidence, He ;vas sure Yl}:TZEL told her aboq,t __ 

~rh t •_!J d ~1::u !~1,.~ n t cC,a tu i n:.1 nc lt b, .. ) ~· t,JC 0~1 n:-vn (!' .. .; t 1i::.-ns n er (=,;nc 111 ~i !vnrl q: the z:.--1~ I. 1~ i.:-; th~· p: .. -, :Jt-~rty 
, i':'.l,a' -:11nncy; It «r:d H,:. Cf.'Jnto:1t:3 c1rn n,:)l to h-., di•itdbuted ou:~:\d',> y,)lll' rtc:,c!icy. 
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NO 173-994 

~i~~betpg responsible for another girl's pregnancy at the time 
he: inai~r-ied his wife. . ._. .. •. 

iany of 
. t him one 
lsaid he 

EZZELL stated-he has never confronted WETZEL with 
the above, but WETZEL has told him that he called 
night when he was drunk and cursed him out. EZZELL 
could not remember this call. 

EZZELL advised that he has a serious drinking 
problem, but he did not consider himself an alcoholic. 
He said he was treated in the Veterans Administration 

·Hospital, Fayetteville, North Carolina, for drunkeness shortly 
after his release from the Air Force in 1953. He further 
advised he had been a patient at Cherry Hospital, Goldsboro, 
North Carolina, for about 2 mont~s during the past year. 
While at this hospital he underwent a number of psychiatric 
tests. He did not know the results of ·the tests. 

EZZELL stated thnt he has had thiE~ serious .. 
drinking problen since his mnrriage in Noven1ber 1967. He 
indicated he was forced to marry t1is wife as a result of her 
pregnancy prior. to their wedding., He said, since his 

· marringe he hns been undei' constant pressure from his wife 
and in addition has seri·ous financial problems. 

EZZELL advised that because of his heavy drinking 
and the resulting "black-outs" he is not able to.fix 
exactly his whereabouts on specific dates during the past 

_year.· However, he remembered the night of MARTJN LUTHER 
KING's denth and said he was drunk at the time. He was 
registered at the Motel South, Orlando, Florida. With 
him at the ti~e was a girl friend, whom he identified as 

.VIOLET ALLRED, a nurse, who operates the Clear Lake 
Manor Nursing Home, Orlando, Florida. He said she is 
about 38 years of age. He recalled hearing of KING:s 
death on the T.V. on the night it happened. 

EZZELL said he did not remember where he w2s ~ 

the ni~ht Senator KENNEDY was shot. 
. 

EZZELL could not account for his wherenbouts en 
the night of June~' 1968 and said he could- not recall 
where he was at all during the mo~th of June as he ag~in 

·was on a drunk. 

EZZELL remembers flying from Orlando, Flori.d8 ! 

3 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NO 173-994 
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to Los Angeles twice in recent months. The last was about 
-_, :_ •.-:•: -·t\ngust-. 4,;· 1963 when he flew via Del ta Air.lines. ne· stayed 

in Los Angeles four days and left driving a rented cal' 2f'ter 
an unsuccessful effort in finding a job. On his way to 
Shreveport he stopped briefly at Phoenix, Albuquerque, and 
Hope, ArknnsRs. He clair.1ed he pnwned his 357 msgnu1n revolver 
w i th a po 1 ice off i cc r i n Hope , Ark 8 n s as , for $ 4 5 on Jiu g us t 
23, · 1968 ~ The gun wns purchnsed for his second job a_s a 
security guard with Associated Security Company, Orlnndo, 
Florida. He claims he has never used the gun in commission of 
a crime. 

EZZELL believed the. previous trip to Los !~ngeles 
was made in Jun2 1968 when he flew via Delta /iirlincs fi:orn. 
Orlando, Florida. He was looking for a job on the occasion 

· also. He stayed only two days and remembers returning 
from California via an unrecalled airline and that he 
stopped at Las Vegas, Denver, New Orleans and Miami. He 

· ·does not remember if he stayed in any of these cities for any. 
1 en gt h of t i me . · · After reach j_ rig l,I i am i he rent e d n ca l" a n 6 
drove to Orlando. 

EZZELL claims he had no employment other than his 
jobs in Orlando and that he financed his trips with the money 
earned fron working these two jobs, along with using his 
credit cards., 

EZZELL recalled after driving from Miami he did 
home, but to a motel with Miss ALLRED. The followj_ng 
drove back to Miami and then returned to Orlando by 

He thinks he rented the car at Minmi from either Hertz 

not go_ 
day he 
bus. 

EZZELL stated he has not worked any where since 
August 4, 1968, and that he presently had in his possession 
$36.00 ~hich was left over from the sale of his gun. 

EZZELL claimed he pnwned a .38 Colt 
Los Angeles on the last trip at an unrecnlled 
and that he presently ha~~ no weapon. 

"Cobi-·n" in 
pn.wn shop 

EZZELL could not recZ! 11 any other detrd ls concc)·~1ing 
his first trip to Los Angeles, he said he wns drinking heavy 
on t hcsc t r'ips nnd could not rer.H:rnber anything muc l1 about 
theor He coulc.1 not rcmGrnber the names of motels wh.01· ... ~ he 
stayed. He claiced he hns no friendi in Los Angeles and 
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t 118 t h c r:1 n c1 e 11 on c w 11 j_ 18 t he 1· e on these 

EZZELL stn tec1 he is not now Ztnd never hn s bcr.:n .a 
mernbel' of nny nhat8" type o:.:ganiz8tion sucn ::ts the Ku Kli..L'~ 
Kl8n. 

Carolin8. 

· nnc1 

EZZELL stated he would be 
t 11 i s e t; G n i 1"1 g by bus 2 1~ c1 

len ?ing Sll1·c·1cport, 
coulc~ be re~cL2d thror:.;h 

AC,) 1 v •7"7Z 1:'LL 
... ~ .t- ..,J ..!J~ t J.~ ' Route t-. r' 1 .: 1-1 t O "" \ 1 r 1 i ·· ~- h 

.... ' '-" ~ J_ • ;..J, ) ........ - l. •·•• 

Tbe J"! o l 1 o \' · J~ 11 °· j_ -- -- ,, • . t:., c~ es c I' i pt i on v; n s obtnin.cc1 

Nane 
nacc 
Sex 
D8 t e of Bi J: t h 
PJ.c1ce of Birth 
IJ n .: (Y h + 

.I. -· .l. L> •- y 

1·.rc .·lo h ... 
fl . b ... L 

•-I .... , ·;-• 
J. .U -- ~ 

Eyes 
Scars a nc1 11a rl:::s 
IJ...., 1' ·i .;_"' 1 S ·c'· ".'\ .J. l, c hc1 __ l,~ .,. i::~ l. ,~• 

Chi. ld1·en 
P.- ,., e 11"!"'. s l-1 .t.. .. L 

Residence 

f··Ii" 7 i ~- ..... i' v 
-· .l. -- l, '-' •. ,/ Scrv ic<.:.~ 

•\ 

White 
Ma1c 

17 :) 
Bl'CW11 

B1uc 
l•T r) 1·1 r:, 

'1 .. - --

Mar~ied to FAYZ MARJE EZZELL 
6 3 G 2 2 n d S t :c c c _;.: j 

0 r l 2 n d o , F J. o r i ,~ z-1 

CLINTON EAEL -- l l mon t b3 
v~ .,_he,, 
.1.' c, L .! - J. -· 

Mother 
noute 

1~ en IE EZZELL 
C 1 ~L n t on , Noli t 11 

THOMAS OZELLE EZELLE, ass 
S . 0 t· C""l ·1 -:. l f; l C O .J D . a l' )_ 0 . c., L n C, c, 

WEl'TDELL EZZELLE, BGe 2 5. High 
Point, No1·tb. C3rolina 
DIANE McMILLIAN, age 19, 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
employed Ft 
Caroli.nu 
636 22nd Street, 0 :·· l ;l 11 c1 C 

...... -- .. - & ,,I ' 

fl 
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.... : ~. . . .... ·. . ~ I ·•-

' .. :.: 

... ·.-· .... ··. . 
. _: ·• =~· '. .. .' . . : ·, 

. .. 
; ... - . .... : . 

.· _., .. : ·..... . 
. . ...... , .· •. 

• . ,i 

: ... 

Arrest Record. 

Social Secuiity # 
9ccupa t :l on 

• 

Numer6us drunk arrests -
no felony arrests 

.. 
i 

T,V .. repairman and securlty 
guard 

Pr~~{~~s-~rupioy~e~t Perdue Radio and T.V. - Orlando, 
Floridn; ... 

. . ~ - . . ... 

Associates Security, Orlando, 
·.Florida; · · 
Electronic Service, Inc., Patco 
•Division, Newport News, Virginia; 
American District Telegraph -
Winston.Salem, North Carolina 

· Araericari District Tele grnph 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

·Previous Residences Raleigh,- North Carolina, 
Fnyettevillc, North Cc1rolina, 
Ashville, North Carolina, 

· I-:, • 1 ·. •rJ.enc.s 

. . 
' . 

_-N~wport News, Virginia, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Orlando, Florida 
CHRISTINE TENDELL, 
.Clinton, North Cn1'o1j_na 
VIOLET ALLRED, 
Orlando~ Florida 

'. 

·' . 

'· 
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. . . •· • 
:PERNELL EZZELL 

THis document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is baned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 

- 7 * -
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.. FS P -WASH DC 

FBI MEMPHIS 

. 12tJSPP1 10•30-68 URGENT SDC 

1 ~ DIRECTOR 44•38861 

jt FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 

fluRKI N\ 

ffDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION SECTION 
0CT801968) 

TEL~ 

• 

USA GILBERT MERRITT, MDT, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THIS 

MORNING OF FOLLOWINGt 

NERRITT SAID NEWSPAPER REPORTER NAMED JIM SQUIRES, ASSO• 

CIATED WITH THE •1ASHVILLE TEN.NESSEAN, • CALLED MERRITT AT ABOUT 

TEN THIRTY PM, OCTOBER TWENTYNINE LAST. MERRITT ADVISED HE 
fl) 

HAD BEE ASLEEP AND DOES NOT RECALL CLEARLY EVERYTHING SQUIRES 

M.:r. Tolann __ 
Mr. DeLo•-..aeb­
Mr. Mohr __ 
Mr. Bishop. __ 
Mr.- Oasper __ 
Mr. Callahan __ 

1 Mr. Conrad._ 
I Mr. Felt, __ 

Mr. Gal----=P"""I 
Mr. Rosen~­

. Sulliv--..an_ 

l 
Mr. Tav~J . 
Mr. Trotter_ 
Tele. Room._ 

I ~hss HoJ.n,ee.,.__ I Miu Gandy_ 

I 

HAD TO SAY. MERRITT SAID HE UNDERSTANDS SQUIRES HAS WRITTEN, OR 

WILL WRITE, ARTICLES ON RAY•s DEFENSE. 

SQUIRES REPORTEDLY TOLD MERRITT THAT ON EVENING OF OCT 

tWENTYNINE, SIXTYEIGHT. SQUIRES RECEIVED LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 

CALL FROM SOME PLACE IN CANADA, POSSIBLY TORONTO. THE PERSON 

CALLING IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO SQUIRES AS APPEL CPH>. APPEL 

SAID HE WAS REPRESENTING OR CALLING FOR MAN NAMED GERSTAT. ALSO 

PHONETIC. GERSTAT IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE;~FIED BEFORE TH~"' -., .,...,, .. 

9, .REC 81 -rTJ-3 tmJJ,) .j 

WARREN COMMISSION RE SOME PERSON HE HAD SEEN IN CANADf\JPfrT 311968 

ALLEGEDLY HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH ASSASSINATION OF LATE 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. APPEL TOLD SQUIRES DESCRIPTION OF 

PERSON DESCRIBED BY GERSTAT IS SIMILAR TO DESCRIPTION OF 

END I\ NNO~ ~:-
' .. .. 
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• 
PAGE TWO 

INDIVIDUAL IN CANADA WHO ALLEGEDLY MADE OFFER OF MONEY TO 

JAMES EARL-RAY Tl GO TO "EMPHIS FOR SOME JOB. 

• 

MEMPHIS INDICES HAS NO DATA WHICH CAN BE IDENTIFIED WITH 

EITHER APPEL OR QERSTAT. SQUIRES, REPORTER IN QUESTION, KNOWN 

TO AGENTS IN NASHVILLE AREA AS BEING LON·G TIME REPORTER. NO 

KNOWLEDGE THAT SQUIRES HAS EVER PRESENTED PR-OBLEM IN CONNECTION 

WITH INTERVIEWS BY AGENTS OF OPINION THAT SQUIRES WILL REPRESENT 

NEWSPAPER FIRST• 

MEl'JPHIS RECONMENDI NG THAT INTERVIEW OF REPORTER SQUIRES . 

BE HAD AID THAT INTERVIEW BE CONDUCTED ALONG LINES THAT SQUIRES 

IS BEING CONTACTED SOLELY FOR PURPOSE OF DETERMINING WHAT INFOR• 

NATION HE HAS THAT HE REPORTED TO USA MERRITT. AFTER INTERVIEW 

OF SQUIR~j AND IF MATERIAL APPEARS PERTINENT CONS~DER~TION CAN 
- ~..: - -J.. h.JQ u:L ~ t;:5 

THEN BE MADE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT ADDITIONAL IJ(II ARE 

WARRANTE~_IN CANADA • 

. UAC~ EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW WITH 
--

. '" . 
SQUIRES l'HIS DATE. P. END. 

C"''I:;. 

~ 

C~Bt LAST PAii~ NEKT 1'0 J ASt .• PARA, NiXI l0 USI LINi, le-TH 

WORD StB))Rf!AB IIJQUJRI&:ST-·tASi-i&aaAAA. IS1' IOR SLD ft!AI) t1AC8 • 

TU END. 

CKG 

FBI WASH DC 
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PIJIJITBXT 

'ft>: UC, JIBIPIIIS (44-1187) 

DOIi: DDUIC'lOJl, 1'81 (44-38811) 
,.,...-,, .. ) 

lirulx .. --____ ,,,, 
---.,..,_ ... _,,,r-"' 

• 

URODT 

10-29-88 

1 - for. Trotter 
].. - Mr. Conrad 

-·~ -- lVlr. Long 
~ 
'\ 

'IOU 8IIDUU) DSftVCT O MIIIIT .Al81GJI.D 10 10Ull OffICS TO 

lNJIDl.&ftLY PllOCDD 'R> 1111 LABOUmaY, w.&aDG'IOII, D. c •• VIA 

, _ CON!CDCIAL ADCUff fl> OBTAD BIDDICK Ill IIUR8AV'8 P08SBUIOB 
. L , , 
. I , -
\ 

~ AJfD 'IUD OTBI &&JIB m •. PIIIL •• caa.s, a ... STA'IB ATIOUff 

GDDAL. IB)fpBI8, • TD .AGDT WILL BB PIOYD>BD nm 
A DffAILBD Ll8TIBG 0., TD fflDBIICB 8T OUR I.AIIORA'R>BY. 

IOU 8Jl)tJU) IDUU 'l'IIAT TBI CBAllf o• ffDDCB 18 PROPDLY 

IAllffAIIID AllD ALIRT lfR. c.&Ulil 'ID BYIDIIIICB 18 BBIIIG PDJIOBII.LY 

APPROPBUTB RICBIPT 8ll>ULD DJILIYDID '10 BIM BY TOUR AGBIIT. 

BS OBTAilllfD JR0M Ila. COALS. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ✓ 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ~ 

COMMUNICATION SECTIO~~ ~1'\\ / / .. ;-,,;, -~-, _,-' / .... grii:_\ et..,,. A ~ 
OCT 2 91968 ✓ ~, - - 19 OCT 30"~8 

wi0t,_.~'"'l ~-105 
,,, : REL : j ~'~Y 

\ / •, (5)/'' 
TEL: . E -~,~-fti1 

NOTE: Departraent authorized delivery of evidence in our 
Tolson possession to State Attorney General Phil lYl. c.~nafe, ir. ,, ,Wh~ 
~:~roach is prosecuting the case in ~!_._a~·-,,,court. 
Bishop r ~-\ 
Casper__ 1 _ 

Callahan __ ' 
\, \ \. 

\~'f 
\,J 
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, •· - •.. • Mr. DeLoach_ 
{),, Mr. Mohr ___ _ 

'f'l: {~. . . ( MMr. BC1shop __ _ 
\. : ; , , i r. asper __ 

;-, l.f; ., Mr. Callahan __ 
f) f. , . ~ >Ji"'I .. F 8 I I Mr. CoJJ.rad __ _ 
'.~ 1 ~1,./ / Mr. Felt __ ___ 

..... 

Mr. Rosen_· 
Mr. Sulliva .t?-, Date: 10/23/68 Mr. Gale ___ _ 

Transmit the following in -------------------------11 Mr. Tave! __ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) ~. Mr. Trotter __ 

Tele. Room __ 
------------------J--,ol~-.J.+.------ Miss Holmes __ -_ . v· AIRTEL 

. -:~a _____________________________ (Priority) n/)c,, __ 

1
;::-_ · __ Miss Gandy __ 

~ , TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ,,.. } 0' ' - \.-iiiii;iiiiiiiiiii.;iii;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.;;.;;;;t;.J 

~ -
- F 

·- FROM : ~-,· ,QMPIDIS (44-1987) (P) 
/ "". 

SUBJECT: ~~~:~ , ' 

Re Memphis teletype to Bureau, 10/23/68. 

Subsequent to dispatch of referenced teletype, a copy 
of petition prepared in instant case was secured. Two Xerox 
copies being submitted at this time so that Bureau will have 
benefit of most recent petition issued in instant case. 

As of 6:00 PM, October 23, 1968, 
. with th1n Airtel bas not yet been filed. 

fl 
petition.forwarded 

ENOL~ --
. Bureau (Enc.-2)(AMSD) 

Memphis 
RGJ:ME 
(4) 

l
7r.. I ~ ~r-

Approved: -----_(,; ____ w_.,..Uh_.;;... ____ _ 
- f..gent in Charge 56NOV 5 

~-

Sent ______ M 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF·SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

- STATE OF TENNESSEE I . 

vs. ' NO. 11645 
MURDER - FIRST DEGREE 

JAMES EARL RAY, 
ALIAS ERIC STARVO GALT, 
ALIAS JOHN WILLARD, 
ALIAS HARVEY L~WMEYER, 

·-ALIAS HARVEY LOWMYER 

' 
' 
' 
' 

NO. 16819 
CARRYING DANGEROUS 
WEAPON 

PETITION FOR C ONTEMP'l'. · 

TO THE HONORABLE W. PRESTON BATTLE, JUDGE OF THE CRIMINAL COURT 
OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, DIVISION THREE: 

Your petitioners, ·Amici Curiae, show unto the Court as 

follows: 

That.petitioner.s are the duly appointed and acting Amici 
I 

. 
Curiae, l)a_ving b'een so_ appo1nte4 by order or this Court on 

.· July 29, 1968; 

That heretofore the Court on July 18," 1968 entered an order 

on Courthouse and Courtroom Procedures and Publicity. and on 

July 23, 1968 · said Court entered an amendment to said order·~ 
( 

· Further, under date of July 30, 1968, said Court supplemented 

said orders by a further order of Court.prohibiting and enjoining 
• 

the p~rpetration of ~ertain spe~ific acts in connection with.the 

above-styled causes. 

That all three of said orders are part of the record· in 

these causes and, among other things, contain the following lan­

guage in the order or July 30, 1968: 

"All lawyers participating in this case, their 
assistants, associates, staff members, investigators 
and employees under their supervision and control, 
County Medical Examiner, Jury Commissioners, Criminal· .. 
Court Clerk, County Sheriff, Police Officials and 
other law enforcement officers,. employees of this. -· · 
Court and air other persons employed in the 'Criminal.· • Courts Buildings', their associates, deputies, • 
assistants, staff members and personnel under their· 
supervision and control, are forbidden to take part 
in interviews or p~ess conferences for publicity and 
are enjoined. from making extra-Jud!cial statemen~s 
about this case which • • • " · . ... . 

. . . •' . .... • 

. 

•. 

• 

., ; - , 

.. 

• ; 

I 

l 
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That said order or July 30, 1968 further prohibited all, -

persons under the purview or said order from taking part in 

interviews or press conferences for publicity and enjoined them 

fyom making extra-Judicial statements about this case which 
involve: 

"(4) the.comments of the Declarant about the merits 
of the case and about any evidence which may be presented;" 

Further, said order or July 30, 1968 contained the following 
paragraph: 

"All persons or ent'ities subject to this Order who 
feel aggrieved by anything herein contained are 
hereby admonished that any such grievances or 
complaints should be Judicially presented." 

That there appeared in the Commercial Appeal, a newspaper 

or general circulation in Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, under • 

date of Wednesday morning, October 16, 1968, an article under the 

-: heading: - "Lecture By FBI Agent Angers Ray's Attorney"; the one 

• in Which George Bonebrake, an FBI fingerprint specialist, is 

quoted. A copy or said item is attached hereto as "Exhibit A" 
and made a part of this petition. 

. .. 

-
I . That under date of Wednesday, October 16, 1968, there appeared 

in the Memphis Press Scimitar, a newspaper of general circulation 

in Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, an item entitled: 
"Hanes 

Denounces Court Group as 'Hypocrites'", in which said Geoz,ge 

Bonebrake is again quoted. A copy of said item is likewise attached 

hereto as·"Exhibit B" and made a part of this petition. 

That there appeared in the Commercial Appeal under date of . 

Thursday, October 17, 1968, under the heading: "Hanes Resumes 

~rb~l Onslaught", an item which again quoted the said George 
Bonebrake. 

A copy of said item is attached bereto as "Exhibit C" 
and made a part or this petition. 

.-

.. 
That Your petitioners believe that the said George ·Bonebrake 

is a resident citizen of Washingt~n, D. c., and is not amenable. 

at this time to -the processes or thiS 'Court, but that your peti-

tioners respectfully recommend to the Court that should their 
. ... . 

-2-
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prayer for the issuance of a; ·sc·i're· Fa·c·tas for a show cause order 

as hereinafter set out be granted by this Honorable Court against 

the said George Bonebrake, that a copy or this petition be mailed 

to the Honorable Ramsey Clark, the Attorney General of the United 

States, Department of Justice, by whom your petitioners believe 
-.. 

said. George Bonebrake is employed, requesting the said George 

Bonebrake to submit himself voluntarily to the jurisdiction of this 

Court so that a fair and proper.hearing·may be held. That, in the 
. . 

event said voluntary submission is not forthcoming, your petitioners 

reco_rnmend that this Court issue said processes at such time that 

said George Bonebrake shall come into and be within the Jurisdiction 

of this Court. 

That your petitioners believe the respondent herein named, 
• 

George Bonebrake,· had .actual knowledge of the aforesaid orders, 

decrees and injunctions issued by this Court • 

Pe.t1t1oners aver, therefore, that there is strong cause to• 

believe that respondent, George Bonebrake, is in contempt or the 

orders and injunctions of this Court by reason or the aforesaid 

, . articles and ac~s as alleged and that he should be cited to appear 

and show cause, 1r any he has, why he should not be held in -0ontempt 
of.this Court. 

I 

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, PETITIONERS PRAY: 
.. 

l. That proper process issue demanding George Bonebrake to 

appear be·fore this Honorable Court and show cause, if any he has, 

why he should not ·be adjudged in contempt or this Court· and it_s -

orders and, upon the hearing of said:cause, the Court enter such 

othe~ orders as may be proper in the premises. 

2. For. such other and further relief as the Court may feel 

right and proper under the <circumstances.· 

.. 

Lucius E. Burch, Jr • 
... 

. .... • •• • . I • • • • • .• • . 

"3. Alan Hanover 
... . 

......... 

Cooper Turner,.ir• 

• 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 
COUNTY OF SHELBY 

James D, Causey 

Leo Bearman, Jr. 

Lee A. Hardison 

Don a. Owens 

. 
' 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned Notary_ 

Public, the aforementioned petitioners, who _state that they have 

read the foregoing petition and. that the.facts contained therein 

are true to the best ot their knowledge-, information, and belier. 
• . . . 

\ 

• 

Notary Public 
My commission expires: 

F I A T 

TO THE CLERK OF THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE: 

File this ·petition and iss~e scire racias up'on. the petition 1f'. 

ordering the respondent, George Bonebrake, to appear before this 

Court on the day of , 1968, at --- ------------
___ o'clock to show cause why he should not be adjudged in 

contempt or th1~ Court· for violation and disobedience or the 

·court's orders.• 

. I 
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Mr. Tolson ___ _ 

~f l0 

~ ,~v ,,,~ 
FDw36 {Re~:---9'-22-64) , .. 

t 

FBI 

I 
Date: 1024-68 

Mr. D:::Loach ______ _ 

Mr. Mohr_ ·--
Mr. :3':':'.hop ____ _ 
Mr. Ca3per __ _ 
l\1r. CaLahan _____ , 
l\1r. Conrad ______ _ 

Mr. Rosen ___ _ . \t) ,,~f 
Transmit the following in ____ __;__ _________ ----:--,------------'II 

- · (Type in plaintext or code) 

Mr. Suliivan __ 
Mr. TaveL __ 
Mr. Trotter __ 

Via 

I 
. AIRTEL AM . I 

J { · (Priority) . . I --------------- . -------------------- ~ n---L 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) rl{JO 
FROM: ~....;;:_MEMPHIS (44-1987) P 

UR 

Tele. Room ___ _ 
Miss Holmes __ 
Miss Gand.y __ 

There are enclosed original and one copy of newspaper 
clippings in captioned matter dated 10/24/68. 

~c;~~E:Enc. 4) 
l MEMPHIS 

RGJ:BN 
(4) 

"i.. • 
.>' I •• • •• 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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OCT 28 lt "7 ftH '68 

REC'Ow-IDENT. DIV 
FBI 

--,· ... 
i t_! 

. . -~ - ... 

~.~ -t:--... _~j_~· 

\·_!~·. ~ / ~-,~ .. 

·,r • --,-
..., .··- -_t1,': 

OcT ZS 11 10 PM 'SDc,- 2 ,j 
I tJ 

F. B. I. 
u: S. DEPT. OF JUW,C,£,. 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 
# ... .. ~ 

;m~·_Wid~n.~•N;t~g1.~{'. ;~:•:;: /··:'· ... :,,:?~•~![~· 
• To .. Snare ·F11?-g~:r1:ff <.pe,t

1 
_ ___,, 

r 'Psf finllenirlnt expert 1n !Mi:. Hane'.\cli~,tJieiCO!Jlj; ~; R~ 14,;;,. Ill'~ 
W$b~·: wil~/be asked to with• a ptiblfdty·oraer ''th~t" t•~ felr)M. ~es.:'~\. :,('ft~ 

.. ,- • .. ',· , ., .:. , • • • , • - , • , ' • •. / , ,, ~L ~- r ·. ,-> 

JipjH!ai liefl>te Criminal Court protects . the !'rosecution . ~ . 1 dae · B.affla w.,jJ.\~J'1 
·/;t\~' .~~1:~:.'~~st.~n _Bc!ttle _tp only- m;u:zzJ·e,-s ltit: defense'_' -~ce,,•·sa~)bo•leldfa 
·s~'!· ~p,e wbyJie. ~~ould n<>t 'imd cited the· B~i:orake state- e()nteinpt · mig}it:pnrge ·-.th~:­
be'theld:,itt cQntempt ·of an or- tnent ·--'. · :. . \ . · . · .· selves 1,.y future 'sat,sfactbty 
<i~t · restricting publicity in th~ Jttdge . Battle;.· earJ~er · held .c~nduct. _ .... • ·· ··-: · .· ·., -. - 1 : 

.t . . ase: .. Bf_,._· Jame_· s_ ._Earl._·Ray __ fo. ur_. _pers_on_ ... ·s· .'. ·mcluding, _Mr._:-·. A. ttorn. e_ys f_o _r. ~~-Co __ ·.·.·=-.~--. . :·: · - · ~-,. ·· .~ · · ·. . . , . . , .. · '_ Hanes~· m .contempt for $tones: •ciat "1>Peal ,and ·t~e: Mi· . · .. _ .. 
~~ged<vlith. killmg ~r. M~- concerning the ·case. 0th~ Press•Sciinita:r:have UllPun~ 
~ L~the~ King.Jr~'-APril 4. • . iheld .in- ,contempt~ ~ere. Roy tbet W'ill. ~J>pea},'.the r~~~ 
;: 'A·s~cial b~·conunittt:?e'i~p- Hamilton~ a .reporter·:.ror .th¢ Cl)\iv.(cti<ms. on:ithcf·gto~-~ 
wuite<Lto advi'se_the COQrt'on .Me mp h'i,s . Press-Scimitar, 't>re&i•l p¢>1tcitt:1'J!.,,.~'~-

. · t>!~Jri~f~bU~ity recommend-: ·Clit(lrles··· Edmu11dson? a . r~~rt- crin,sti~~al J•: )lJjpl,«f~ tJle 
ed:~_t,bat'Fl':t{Ageht GeorgeB~- er !Or The~~~e;c1al Appeal, Pl'.~~ in_the·Ray~ase.,,. 

1 
· -_ , .. 

· . fwfa>'ie ·.·.b·e ·te.,.tdred to sh. ow ~e . ccd\. ,·. . .• , '!.f· . . . . . f 
: ~use • why·'a.lecture ~d i~ter-
·~w ) at' '·a: J)Ol.l~, .• mi~a:r in 
.Wf<rcgita, ~~I;. were:not ~11 con-
tenif>t of tfie.c~nrt~SQ:rdet. · 

· T~e .Wicb.ita-:Be~con·on Sept. 
· 11, ~tl~t~d. Mf. l3onebra~e as 

sayfug. :' '1i,e. latent fingerprints 
, obtc\j~ .. ~}4emp~s. the ones 
i·tateiirnt'.-''t.ondon-:alJdthe ones 
taij~·_::o( Ray _ at itheJ'.dissouri 
pr~t1Y~re. alr,ili.e.,s:afUe· ~ .. ·. 
T~f'.)S,J1q,<ioµ9t ln)~Y mmd 
that·. Ray at :Jeast h4Iidled the 
mttrder •Welilm>,t, "'-,Mr.·• Boneb­
r~e spoke in :Wichita Sept. II. 

. . - ~ ·,r -_,.. ... 

. . 1be bar'. committee recom­
inendatiQb:~. : -.fU~d with· tlie · 
Cdmih.al/,tpuit· clerk . yester­
day, asked. that United States 
Atty .. den ... Ramsey Clark di­
red · Mr~ Bonebrak-e to submit 
vQJwitarlly . to the jurisdiction 
of the court~ .. 

fr _']Je ·daesitt,tlie committee 
reb<{nimemi~d .. that Judge B~t~ 
tle>issue his ~'prQcess at such 
time. as .. ~e .said·· George Bo­
nebrake should . come into this 
court." ' · · 

:· ' 

Mr. Bonebrake is scheduled 
to. testify -in Ray1s trial. The 
tri~l win begin-Nov. 12. · 

l\fr. Bonebrake's conunents, were ;rea<;l_by the_bar commit-/ 
tee Jn the·Oct.JfUssue of The 
Commercial. ~ppec1l. Arthur J. 
Hanes/.chief tj)Utt$el "for Ray, 
r.epottt¥J_:-~~ JJ~_nei>rake inter .. 
view ·to·.a st~ff·,tnembe:r of·The 
C~mer~i~l:~eal. The facts 

. ~e veiifietl a phone Galls to 
'W!fb.'• .. 't· . J.: ·. ."!f. _· · 1 a. .· ::, ,~- '.'. .• . , .. 
• - - - ~:..: ' t • ')l- ti,· -

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

_ Page (p( 

-The Commercial 
Appeal 

_ Memphis, Tenn. 

' i 
Date: 10-24-68 
Edition: F.1.na I 

(' 

Author: , 
Editor: Frank R. Ahlgren 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 44- l 98 7 i 
Submitting Office: Me mph s 

D Being Investigated 
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FD-3)0 __ (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

...... 

wo-Month 'MissiqgLiµk1 I:\., 
. · Reported In· R,~y .· A,CtiVit:y 
CHICAGO, Oct. 23. - (AP)-~ James Eart:Itay, cbarged 

with the -murder of Dr. Martin Luther Ki:gg Jr., worked in a 
north subu,rban restaurant for two rootiths in early 1967, the 
Chicago Tribune said Wednesday in a copyrighted artide. · 

The articles, ·.in Thursday morning editions, sa,idthat Mr. 
and · Mrs. . Hatvey Klingeman; owriers of the Indian. Trajl 
Restaurant in suburban:Winnetka,.hired.Ray·as.a·diShwasher. 
shortly after ·his escape April 3~ 1967, from-the }\1i~sOu:ri State 
Prison in Jef.fersomCity. ~-

They . found their · employe, 
who gave the name.of .John L. 
Rayns, so efficient that they 
raised his salary from $103 tQ 
.$117.'50 • a week, Mrs. Klinge-
.man told the Tribune.· l 

However, sh~ said that Ray 
seemed preoccupied, received 
several phone· calls a week, 
and-the day ·before he qui~­
received a strange, unidenti­
fied visitor at th.e back door. · · 

The Kllngemans were una­
ware that ·. J ohri' L. Ra~ms was 
really James . Earl .. Ray until 
mid-August, when'. a -writer, 
. (William· ·Bradford Huie) com­
missioned_ !by :Ray to. write his 
life story, contactedJhem. 

They then informed the FBI. 
1 Recalling ·Ray's record as 

1 

her employe, Mrs. Klingeman 
said: "I'm sure there's good in 
• Mm. I'-ve hired at l~ast 1,000 
employes over the last 35 
years and thought myself a 
gooa judge of people." 

The day after ,the· mysterious 
visitor appeared. at the back 
door, Ray failed -to come, to 
work. . On~ . day· later, the 

· Klingemans got a ietter from 
. "Rayns,". postmarked Quincy, 
Ill., as\ing that they :forward 
his back . pay to a • Winnetka 
post office box. · · 

He said that he was ta.king a 
job on a ship. 

Later, the FBI located Ray's 
brother~ Jerome, 32, working 
as a groundskeeper at a coun­
try club n~ar the Eestaurant. I I j 

(/ 
/ 

.. ..,., 
( 

~ l~ .:: . 
_;., 1.;;:,.,, --

ENCLOSURt. 

I 1--·-- L, 
.__) 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

- Page (p/ 

-The Commercial 
A11peal 

--Mem11his, Tenn. 

Date: 10-24-68 
Edition: Fina 1 
Author: 

Editor: Frank R. Ahlgren 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 44-1987-
Submitting Office: Memphis 
D Being Investigated 

.,..." 'I •' . ,.. ..,,,,,. 
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. . \ Mrs. K\ingem.ai{ said she lat-
er learned that the social Se­
curity numoer' ''Rayns'' gave

1 

on his application for a job' 
was that of James Earl RaY. 

She said th~t she was told by 
FBI agents in an interview 
Aug., 24\ that her information 
"had supplied the missing 
link" in the . government's 
study . of Ray's whereabOuts 
from the time of the jailbreak 
until he was seized in London 
for the King assassination. 

Mrs. K,lingeman said that 
the FBI . had shown her photo­
, graphs of Ray that she and her 

\ 

husband ... id e n.1. i f i e d as \ 
"Rayns." · 

-
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Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

.-. . -------~-

Dlre~i?f, F~ ,, 
: /l/uN ,/{,j, 

ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

t 
October 29, 1968 

On October 24, 1968, w. Preston Battle, Judge of the Criminal 
Court, Shelby County, TeDDessee, signed a petition requtrtng that George __ 
Bonebrake, a latent fingerprint examiner of this Bureau, appear before 
the Court December 6, 1968, to sh.ow cause why he should not be held in 
contempt of the Court. In accordance wt.th your telephonic request of 
October 25, 1968, pertinent facts concerning this matter are set out below. 

Mr. Bonebrake conducted an advanced latent ftngerprtnt police 
school during the five-day period September 9 through 13, 1968, at \Vichlta, 
Kansas. This school was sponsored by the \Viebita Pollee Department and 
seventeen officers from the Wlchlta Pollee Department and eight depart­
ments in the immediate area attended. This was a closed school for law 
enforcement officers and representatlTes of the press and public were 

.._..,_ 

permitted. Mr. Bonebrake has adYlsed that on one occasion during the 
class, at the tutlgation of the sponsored police department, members of 
the press were briefly Invited durlng a recess period to take photographs 
and to collect data for a local press story on thls school. Oae member of 
the class who seemed friendly with the reporter mentioned that Mr. Bonebrake 
bad been the fingerprint expert who bad given testimony 1n London. The 
reporter commented to Mr. Bonebrake that he thought he recalled Bonebrake's 
name. No further questions were asked and no other information was 
volunteered by Mr. Bonebrake. 

/-, Mr. Bonebrake states 11Dequi:vocally that at no time has he dis-
" 'i, -~/· cussed his fingerprint testimony wtth press representatives or unnecessarily 
~ i

1 t , aired ftngerprlat testimony of this ease. On o• occasion during the latent 
f fingerprint sehool hl wtchtta, Kansas, members of the class, in a elosed 

,iession, attempted to query Mr. Bonebralfe.-.. to details of the fingerprint 
testimony. Mr. Bonebrake states that he gave no facts. ~r th~n J!bat_. _lba_ ~.- _ 

iI:i0
e-------1~ =:~--4--\~::::-- 2 - Memphis (Foregoing is furnished for_ yoJ~~o

2
~~at~~ si G ,' ; j,- 5';;)91 

g:~\:hdan -- / .• !hat !OU may properly ad~~ the pros _ 1brigJtntBU11968 · 
Felt~lt/' /';. 1nth1scase.) t/\-101 
~:~:~}IB~--~. ,- i I •)Note: Cover memo N. E. McDaniel to Mr. Trcfa:t!r dated _ 0 .J 
~~h NOV-slas8 10-28-68 entite:MURKI/4N, NEM:hs . ,l-L.,), 
Holmes__ \t 
Gandy -- MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D ~-
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I 
Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 

already been quoted by the pnss concerning hts London, J!ngla.nd, 
testimony. No member of the press was present at this ttme. 

Mr. Bonebrake presented expert testtmony on .June 2'1, 
1968, tn London, England, 1n coaneetton wt.th the extradltlon of 
James Earl Ray. He testUled that three latent tlngerprtnt1 developed 
lD this case, the finprprtnts of Jam.es Earl Ray taken by the Loa 
Angeles Poltce Department, ftngerprtats ot Jam.ea Earl Ray taken 
by the Mlsaomi State Pemtenttary, and ftngerprtnta of the aubJect 
of the utradltton heartag taken by Scotland Yard, were flncerprtnts 
of one and the aame ladtYlclaal. Svch testimony tJau became pabUc 
source lnformattoa and ha.a stnce been quoted utenslYelJ la news 
media tbrouchout the world. 

- 2 -
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TO 

FROM 

,# 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY i1?62 EDITIOl'li 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. DeLoach 

A. Rosen~ 
_,.,-: 

,' ;' __ ,,/ 

DATE: October 

SUBJ~~~KIN 

SYNOPSIS: 

King, Jr. 

/ , Information received from Memphis that Judge W. Preston 
~t_!!~, c~~_!~ .... 92.}:!~~t-,Memphis, Tennessee, had cited 'or' 'planned· 

to cite an FBI employee ·wno' .. .,cofiiffie1ffe'd-, on·-'the Martin Luther King 
assassination case. Mr. Don Owens, former FBI Agent, is one of 
seven attorneys acting on behalf of Judge Battle in preparing 
petitions to determine if the Judge's court order has been 
violated. Owens advised that committee presenting Judge Battle 
with petition which states that ~eorge Bonebrake., a Latent Finger 
print Examiner, may be in violation of Judge's court order on 
basis of an article appearing in newspaper concerning police 
school conducted in Wichita, Kansas. Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., 
State Attorney General, Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, is 
aware of this matter and is of opinion this will not affect his 
handling of the prosecution. Bureau took administrative action 
previously on this matter. 

ACTION: 
Memphis has obtained copies of this 9etition and they 

are forwarding same to Bureau. Department is being ~dvised. 

REL: jms 
(7)/r'v:; 
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Rosen to DeLoach memorsndum 
RE: MURK IN 

DETAILS: 
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

u. S. Attorney Thomas L. Robinson, Memphis, contacted 
our Memnhis Office and advised a Mr. Brown from the Deoartment of 

~ . 
Justice contacted him and informed him he received information 
from a newspaper source in Washington, D. C. that Judge W Preston 
Battle, Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, had cited or planned 
to cite an FBI employee who commented on the Martin Luther King 
~ssassination case. Mr. Brown indicated to Robinson that som2-
thing may be sent to the Attorney General regarding this matter. 

SAC, Memphis, referred Robinson to Mr. Don Owens, former 
FBI Agent, vJ:io :is one of seven attorneys who are acting on behalf 
of Judge Battle in 9reparing various petitions to determine if 
Judge Battle's court order regarding restrictions of publicity 
and commants about this case have been violated. 

Mr. Owens informed us th~t his committee met to deter­
mine, among other things, if the comments by LBtent Fing8rprint 
Examiner, George Bonebrak2, at a police school in Wichita, KBnsas, 
were in violation of the Judge's court order It is to be noted 
that a recent article eppeared in a Merrphis newspaper citing P 
story printed by the Wichita, K~nsBs, "B,2acon" newspBper covering 
a police school that Bonebrake ~onducted in Wichita in eBrly 
September, 1968. During this cljss, members attempted to query 
Bonebrake as to det2ils of his fingerprint testimony and Bonebr9ke 
gave no facts other than that which had already been covered in 
the press concerning his London testimony. No members o.f the 
press were present at this police class. The committee is pre­
senting Judge Battle with a petition concerning their firdings 
relative to the comments of Bonebrake, which states th2t Bonebral:e 
may be in violation of the Judge's court order and the petition 
noi.nts out th~ court does not have jurisdiction in Washington, D,C., 
which !s given &8 Bllege~ residence of Bonebrake. 

Mr. Owens advised that 2lthough the petition is pre­
pared it m~y never be filed, and to him there does not appePr to 
be any problem in that stetements attributed to Bon,2brp!~e 8:J!Jear 
to b2 those to which he alre2dy testified publicly in L·· ndon. 

This matter has been brought to the ettention of the 
Bure~u previously and administrative 2ction WBS taken 2gBinst 

'

Bonebrake. Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, 
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, advised he is awPre of this 
entire matter, is not concerned in the least and is of the 
opinion this will not affect his handling oi the prosecution~ 

,,/' 

\ )h..., . 
. • 
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Jlr. stepbea J. Pollak 
Auistaat Attorney Geaeral 

Director, PBI 

October as. 1968 

1 - Mr. Long 

ASUSSIDTIOJI' OP UBTD LU'DIU~• D. 

11r. Pbll •• Qaaale, Jr •• state Attorney General, 
Shelby County. lleaphlll, Teaneaaee, who la handling the State'• 
pzoaecutlon of ., .... Earl 11111, •• contacted oar lleapl&la Office 
and retaa .. ted tllat all ph,ataal evidence pertalDtng to the 
Jaaea Barl lay caae DOIi in poa■e■■loa of tbe Buntaa .,_ 
forwarded to hill otflce. 

--- f 
OD Septellber 18, 1968, llr. D. a»bert a.en of ,oar 

DivilliOn autbortaed tarnlng over to lleaphta aathorit1ea the 
1966 •uataq aato11r>bile. aad lleapbia aatboritles -- took 
poaaesalon of thta car on leptellber 14,. 1968. ftlll dlacaseion 
with Jlr. Ona ftll eoDfir■ad by lette:r dated 8ep1tellber 19, 1968 • 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 

·Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ 
Sullivan __ 
Tave[ __ -. 
Trotter 1 ·, .i · • 
Tele. Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ 

•• _t 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 16 P~ '6R 
~EC'O·:EADING HOOM 

r· 8 'Y 

.. , .. 

'-I 

JI':• 
/. 

--l.'.'I 
·~· 
·.,a: 

.. 

.. ,_ .. 

.. 

.,..._ .. s' 

<"' 

.. . , .. 

\ 

Der 25 l. •, 

J/j 2] 

_. ... r,·•""l 
.:"·; •• 1 .. ,~ 

• .. 

! : ... 

.. 

.'.,, 

., 

,_ ~ ,,._ ~- ,._ 
·:.. -.:· 

,,::; 
. rn 
-:~: __., . -· . \: .·-· o·; 
~ 

t..- ·r·· 
C: .. 
if' ·----~ 

~~ m . 

.. 

. : " 

C: 

·Vt 

0 ~ 
rn 

2--

. --- . 
' ' 

.-,--"\ 
'--'' 

S?. 
f""-,) 

. er-> 

.-­'.' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
NOTE: 

Pursuant to instructions of the Department, we 
retained all of the evidence in this case recovered by us with 
the exception of the 1966 Mustang in view of the outstanding 
Federal Civil .Rights charge. Department advised that Mr. Canale 
no doubt needs particular items of evidence in the Bureau's 
possession and we should furnish any item they request to them. 

In view of the current request of Mr. Canale to turn 
all the evidence over to him, this matter was taken up with the 
Department on 10/22/68. On 10/24/68, Mr. Owen advised us in 
line set forth in attached letter. Memphis will be advised 
accordingly. our Laboratory has been advised. 

- 2 -
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' ... 

• • · Assassination of Mar-tin Luther iing, Jr. 

-· ---Evidence recovered by FBI . 

.... 
Original invoice and copy from Acromarinc Supply Company, 

dated 3/29/GS, from FDI Birmingham 

- ITEt1S FROM 1966 FOHD MUSTANG: (from FBI, Atlanta) 

... 

Floor mat from rj_ght front floor 
Floor mat from rear floor 
Floor mat from left front floor 
Floor mat from trunk 
Air filter cartridge 
Wheel jack from trunk 
Dark blue short sleeve sweat shirt 
One rubber shoe, size 7-8} 
One white fitted sheet 
One black and white shirt jacket 
One pillowcase 
One ft tted sheet with yellow thr,:ad 
One black sport shirt 
One ·pair of size 34 walking shorts 
Rug from -trunk 
Pillow from trunk 
Styrofoam container from trunk 

. One pair of men's .brown socks frC>m trunk 
One hunting knife and sheath 
Spare tire mounting f1"om trunk 
Lug wrench from trunk 
Blue-handled screwd:c i ver from trunk 

.Used windshield wiper blade from trunk 
One Personna razor blade 
.Soil sample from spare wheel and tire 

·: · .... , 

. '•. 

Vacuum sweepings from front passnnger side floor 
Vacuum sweepings from left front floor 
Vacuum sweepings from rear floor 
VacuUJil sweepings from trunk 

I'l"'EMS FROM 1966 FORD HUST.ANG: (from FBI, Atlanta) 

Page 1 

A piece of Kleenex box bearing Letters "At pool" on one 
side and names "Ginger Day an11 Anita Katzwinkel, 
1535 Serrano, Apt. 6," on oth 1 ~1" side 

One ai:r release shutter in origLnal package 
Sunglasses with case 
'i'wo pieces of cardboard from tr 1rJ( 
Scraps of pap0::2 :1 ... 0:n glove cor.:p.:u·tr.12r..t 
Scraps of paper from under rear ~;eat 

{continued on next page) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . J . .. • 

' ; 

.. 

.. 
.. . ... 

(from FBI, Atlanta) 

Soi 1 · fi·o:n right fender we 11 
Soil fran right fender well 
Soil from right rear wheel 
Soi.l from right rear fender well 
Debris frrnn lower part of left fender 
Soil frrnn left front wheel 
Soil from left rear wheel 
Scraping from front left tire tread 
Soil from underneath body in front ·of differential· 
Soi1 from differential 
Soil from front of exhaust pipe 
Soil from underneath body in front section 
Soil frrnn left fender well 
Soil frrnn left rear fender well 
Scrapings from left ~ear tire tre2d 

: . Scrapings· from tread of right rear tire 
Scrapings from under glove compartment 
Scrapings from tire tread, right front tire· 
Scrapings from front part of engine 
Water from windshield ~asher bag 
Spare tire and wheel from trunk 

. . . .. -

ITEMS FRO~l R00J\f 6, 113, 14th srr ., NE, ATLANTA, GEORGIA: 
1from FBI, Atlanta) .. 

Bed sheet 
Bed sheet 
Standard Oil map of Atlanta 

.. · ... ~.. . 

, 
/ 

Partial book of matches bearing advertisement ·of "Albert 
Piece cf lined paper 
Newspa~er from shelf 

· Piece cf pink paper bearing han.5 printed name "Jimmy OweL" 
Keyhole saw 

,r ' 07 1.1 , ..... A A A A ITEM FROm R00.}1 5, 1 , ..:th Sl,., NE, T :, NT , GEORGI : 
9{from 1?Br,-ATI2.nta) 

-
Sectior:. of newspaper dated 4/7/38 

-(rec·ei ved from FBI, Atlanta) 

Page 2 

Booklet c:nti tled "What is the Johe Birch. Society'' 
Gulf Oil Company map of Atlanta 
"Arrow" map of greater Atlanta 
Box of Nabisco saltine crackers 

(continued on next p~ge) 
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~--~ 

(1".c.cci ved fl'om FBI, ·Atlanta) 

-Jar of French's mustard 
Coffee cup 

: __ W,a tcr gl~ss 

' .,. 
I 

.) · .. , 

. .... 

·. Small can of Carn.a tion cvapora tGd mil}< 
Jar of Maxwell IIouse instant coffee 

: Dox of "C & 11" sugar 
One knife (Forgccraft) 

· ·one National's Citation pencil 
. : .' Wire electric cup heater 

. ; .. ~ ;.- : .. ... 
' • • '••I • 

~·- One portable Zeni th television, -Model #N 2205-6. ·. ,.·.:, 
:~Jar of Kraft's Catalina French Dressing 
·_. Package of Golden Grain California lima beans 
: Can_ of "Iris" ground black pepper _ 

··: Box of five National' s Ci tat ion pencil's· 
:Gulf map of Southeastern USA 

.. Shell map 9f Texas and Oklahoma 
. Map of 1,Iexico 

· . Map of Los .Angeles published by Mitock & Sons 
· Map of Los Angeles (Richfield) 

Shell map of Louisiana 
. ·:·Map of California . ' 

Enco map of Arizona and New Mexico 
Standard Oil-map of Birmingham and vicinity 

" ... 
• . ? 

Tie _(brown with brown, blue and sj_lver diagonal stripes) 
Pai~ of grey trousers · 
Booklet erti tled "Your Opportuni t5.es in Locksmithing" 

~{r~ce~ved from fBI, Atlanta) 

Four coat hangers 
Two cardboard inserts for coLt hangers 

Handkerchief 
Pair of socks 

ITEr,1s FROM ROOM 2' 113 14'I'H STREET' NOR'1~HEAST' ATLANTA' GEORGIA: 
"(received from 13 B:r;-Atianta) 

Large key blank 
Small kev blank . 
Piece of black thread 
Piece of l~own thread with needle 
1~Ietal strj p, 1" by :J-}" 
Business card for "HANEY'S SHEET :.IE'l'AL" 

White shi1t received from F~I, Newark 

Page· 3_ (continued on next page) 
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' ' · Material from ashtray received fro:n_,. FBI, New Orleans 

- -:six se.ts-of type used in Thermo Seal _machines, 
further described as follows: (from FBI, Albany) 

'· 
! 

Type size 

Regular 18-point typ~ 
Regular 18-point type 
Narrow 18-point type 
Reg~lar 15-point type 
Narrow 15-point type 
Narrow 15-point type 

Characters · 

wtters 
Numbers 

· Letters 
Numbers 
Letters 
Numbers 

'strip of l- 11 red Thermo Seal marking tape rec.eived from 
FBI, Albany 

! .. 
I Can of Schlitz beer, 12-ounce size from Southaven 

Minnow Shop, received from FBI, Jackson 
Browri paper bag from Southaven Minriow Shop, received from 

FBI, Jackson , · 

Also Submitted: (received from FBI, Atlanta) 

.Four lifts of latent impressions found on automobile 
Rearview mirror from 1966. Ford Mustang 
1967 Alabama li.cense plate lA-88354 
1968 Alabama license plate 1-38993 

-Three cigarette butts from top of wardr~be,.Room 6 
,One cigarette butt from under wardrobe, Room 6 
!Ten latent lifts fr6m Room 6 
;Latent liftsAl throughA3 from Room 5 

Page 4 

,, 
·1 
., . 

>/ i . 
! )/'--........ 
I -~ 

(continued on next-page) 
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... • 
25 lifts from room #34 of Rebel Motor Hotel 
Elimination fingerprints of No E. Zachary 8nd 

Je\Yel Greer Roy 
Eli□ination fingerprints of 21 individuals 

( 1 1 a ten t from "f 1 op house " el ir:1 in a t e d 
1 latent from Rsbel Motel registration 

card eliminated) 

ITEMS REC:8IVED FR.01\'l FLI, EilU,IINGHAM 

Remington rifle box 
Box of c2rtridges 
Safe deposit box #5517 from Birmingh8m Trust 

National Dank 
Fingerprints of six bank employees_ 
Palm prints and finger-tip impressions of five 

Birmingham Trust Nation2l Bonk employees 
Bank draft for $337.24, payable to Superior 

Bulk Film Company 
Major case prints of two Aeromarine Supply Co. 

clerks 

Five transparent lifts from 66 M~stang 
Luncheon check from "Liammy' s Sha_nty Restaurant" 

ITEMS RECEIVED FROIJ FBI, NEW ORLEANS 

Nine items recovered from room at 623 Royal 
Street in N~w Orleans 

ITEMS RECEIVED FTIOM FBI, MIAMI 

Piece of brown wrapping paper with label 
bearing #777, etc. 

Piece of brown wrapping paper with label 
b • .tJl"'O')Q earing 1,00r:,.v 

Cardboard box 

Page 5 (continued on next p8ge) 
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• 
Photo of Liberty National B8nk Dealer 

Plan form -
Known handwriting of DR. ALVIN FRENCH 

ITEMS RECEIVED FROI',! FBI, LOS l\NGELES 

Known h8ndwri ting of KllTZWINIO~L 
Known handwriting of FLIKEID 
Chevron map of Los Angeles 
Chevron m8o of Cnlifornia ... 

ITEHS RECEIVED FROM FBI, JACKSONVILLE 

Known handwriting of DR. ALVIN FRENCH 
(postc8rd) 

ITErJS RECEIVED FRO1\'! __ FB~..L CHICAGO 

Known hrndwritin~ of GINGER NANCE 
Known h~ndwri ting of THOiiAS FLIKEID and 

SUSAN FLIICEID 
RAY 

I TEI.IS RE~EIVED FROM FBI, BIRMINGHAM 

BORS1\RI checks 

ITE1\IS REC:8IVED rRO!'.I FBI, l\ TLln~TA 

Known hf .ndwri ting of JOHN WILLARD 

ITEMS RECEIVED rROM FBI, MOBILE 

Known h~ndwriting of 11 persons (obtained 
from 1-..la. State Dept. of Safety, 
Montgc,mery, Alabama) 

HISCELLANEOUS LfUNDRY TAPES RECEIVED FROI,I NU?iE?.OUS FBI OFFICES 

Page 6 (continued on next p8ge) 
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-----ITEMS BEING PERS-ONliLLY -DELIVERED rro MR. C/~NALE BY LABORt~TORY 

EXAMINER MORTIMER 

(From FBI, Memphis) 

Registration cnrd of New Rebel 
Motel in name "Eric s. Gnlt" 

Photocopy of four-pnge handwritten 
letter dated nt Montreal, Que., 
signed "Code letter 'G'" 

Bar of Cameo toilet sonp 

(f:'rom FBI, Miami) 

Envelope and accompanying letter 
"Get Tommy Nash" 

(From FBI, Los Angeles) 

Typewritten letter dated 1/21/68 with 
envelope from·"Eric s. Galt" 

Typewritten letter from Dykema to Galt 
re aoartrnent ... . 

Pair of women's black shoes 
ChBnge of Address order dnted 4/25/68 

signed "Eric s. Galt" 
Nine Bank of America money orders 
Typewritten letter "Inclosed is Mo •• n 

sip;ned Eric s. Gnlt" 
Post Office Department Application 

for Delivery of Mail Through Agent, 
signed "Eric s. G8.lt" 

Order blank of Futura Books, signed 
''Eric S~ Galt" 

Interview C2rd 
Dance studio enrollment ngreement 
Change of Address form . 
Installment note (bar tending course) 
Applic2tioB for School A~mitt2nce 
Airm2il envelope to Tiffany Enterprises 

2nd f:Ccomp2ny inr; type'lvri tten 1 et ter 
enclosing money order for h?ndcuffs 

Envelope postmarked Los Angeles, 
Apr. '68, mailing address sticker 
"r1Ir. Eric s. Gslt., 1535 N. Serrano, 
L. A. 90G27" 
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··Typewritten letter dated 10/5/67 re 

c~mera from "Eric s. Galt" 
Typewritten letter dated 10/22/67 re 

c2mer2 from "Eric S. G~,l t" 
Typewritten letter d2ted 11/20/67 re 

c2mer8 from "Eric s. Gr:lt" 
Order blank from Sup. Bulk Film Co. 

in amount of $337. 24 (hc1.nd printed) 
Also Submitted: 6 miscellRneous items 

of Sup. Bulk Co. 

(From FBI, Newark) 

Enrollment form of Locksmithing Inst., 
Lit t 1 e F 8. l ls , N. J . , in n cu;i e "Eric S • 
Galt" 

Confidential Information form of 
Locksmithing Inst., signed "Ertc s. Galt" 

Envelope postm2rkec1 J.'Iontreal, C8::18d2, 
(hand printed) to Locksmithing Inst. 
from "Eric s. Gnlt" 

Four payment coupons, order bl2n~<, 
two envelopes re Locksmithing, 
Envelopes containing lessons #J and #9 

Photocopy of Canadian Money Order 
signed "Eric s. G8ltn 

(From FBI, New Orle8ns) 

Provincial Motel registration c2rd 
dated 12/17/67, signed ttEric S. Gnlt" 

T\vo sheets of motel stationery b ?nring 
indented writing impressions 

(From FBI, AtlantaJ 

Newspaper clipping bearing handw.riting 
"G::1lt 1052 N side Dr. 8769770" 

Sealed envelooe to Dr. T8rnlee with 
~ -

'1r::i11cl ·-r~i···1•.J...1•nc· c·':! 17--.~-=c e1 ,,..,....l""-L ,; l ~· _j! !, L l .. ~ J .L 1;.; .l .L ,., 0 • U ,::; l 

E2stern Airlines ticket envelope, 
Fl. 399/Y, A tl 811 ta to !Jernph is 

(From FBI.Headquarters) 

Pink envelope addressed "The P.ed2r2l 
Bure 2 ··w •• " 

(con tinned 
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(From FBI, Jacksonville) 
- - - - . 

Photocopy of Certificate of Title in 
the name ''Iviich2el St. Pierre" 

(From FBI, New York) 

Modern Photo Bool:store coupon bearing 
hand printing of "Eric s. Gslt" cind 
handwritten letter dated 9/26/67 

(From FBI, Washington Field) 

Typewritten letter re emigrnting to 
Rhodesia signed "Eric s. GRlt" 

Photocopy of Statutory Declnration of 
Guarantor form 

Application for Canadian Passport (photo­
graph) 

Photogr2ph of RAY and signature 
"Rnmon George Sneyd" 

(From FBI, Euff~lo) 

Photocopy of hand printed note dnted 
4/20/G8, s ignec1 "Hrnnon George f;neyd" 

Also Sul'mi tted: Photograph of p~,rtial 
palm print nnd passport photogr2ph 

(From FBI, Mobile) 

Photocopies of Alab2.ma 
1968 r.Iotor Vehicle forms 

(From FBI, Birm:.ngh2m) 

Known h~ nd·writing of ERIC S. GAL': 
(snfe deposit records, ledger 1!8.rd 
and letter) 

(From FBI, Kansns City) 

P2ge 9 

KnoY.'11 h~indwri ting of Jl1LIE:S EARL :tAY (Missouri 
Stn te Pen fo1:om) 

Known hiindwritinp; a11d hrtnd print:_ng 
of JAlIES EARL R1\Y (documents f::-om 
Missonri St2te Pen) 

Known h;n1dwri tine Hnd hnnd print ~n[; of 
JAMES EARL RAY (21 sheets of p1per 
.... l) d O l 1 ,:-, -~ 0 l~ -·' a . -.;.. .1. ld) 

Also Su.Lmitted: Inraate Request form 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
C. ... ,. .. ~ 

• 

FBI 

Date: October 25, 1968 

Transmit the following in ------------------------~ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

• , 
• 

- ----------------------------------------------L-------
DIRECTOR• FBI (44-38861) 

(44-4)(P) 

Enclosed are three copies each of RCMP letters 
10/24 and 10/25/68. 

With reference.to letter of 10/25/681 kindly 
note dissemination restriction at bottom of Page I which is 
based on alleged intimacy between source and Galt. RCMP · 
have been requested to endeavor to confirm story through 
checks at Grey Rock, Town and Countr~..J.a:otel in Montreal and 
dependent on outc~me,_L t.will discuss restrictions.with~·""' 
RCMP in effort to secur per sion to make available to r ~-~ 
Tennessee authorities.. . . ~,rA' · 
· ··~ EN l.OSU1\E / ,r- ., \ ,. ;,5/_ Bureau (Encs. -6) =-,., 

1 Liaison Direct 
1 Memphis (44-1987) 

1 - Ottawa 

MLI :jl 
(6) 

1aocr 2s 1968 

---s 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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10-3:0-68 

1 - Mr. Long 

.. closed are two coplea eaeh ot tbree separate 
reporta of the Bo~•l Canadian IIDuatecl Police •• forwarded 
to the au.r .. u by our lcal attacbe in Ottawa. 

Bacloaed ia alao • ... 1ec1 envelope coatainiq 
exhibita troa tile &o~•l Canadian llouated Police and tbeae 
are to be traDIPlitted to llr. Robert K. Dwyer, Ad■inilltrative 
A1111iatant to llr. Phil •· Canale, Jr., State .Attorney General, 
Shelby County, llellphia, Teaaeaaee. 

Bnclosurea (7) 

REL: jllls L;/ 
( 4) () -11.1-· 

NOTE: Legat Ottawa forwarded to us a sealed envelope con-
taining exhibits to be forwarded to Mr. Robert K. Dwyer, 
Administrative Assistant to Mr. Canale• Mr. Dwyer, during 
his conference with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 
Montreal, requested this information and this is being for­
warded to Memphis for delivery to Mr. Dwyer in accordance 
with instructions of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. This 

will be hand carried to the Memphis Office by the Memphis Agent 
returning the Bureau evidence to Mr. Canale. ·· 

Tolson __ 
Deloach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ _ 
Felt___ / 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 

Sullivan ~ 
Tave! i Trotter __ _ 

Tel~n~ 

~~~t!~V ;7~Lffl6_. TELETYPE UNIT□ 
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