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Re: James Earl Ray 

As a res~lt of the information furn:isled by McFerren, 
the following interviews were conducted by FBI Agents of the 
Memphis and New Orleans Divisions: 
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• • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 

· r ,. " •· ~- ,:, -: "=' 7 v,...,· ~ :r •·' ,~ 'o.,,.. 0 C ~.-3.:...: I~ l. \..) .~-- ~ ._.) J.... '-"' V ........ ~"-- .!. - .I A.. ' 

-~ L .. -1 .. ,. "'7';-, ... r .... ~~l,.,r---. Cc·.--!~:,--;~1~y, 1..J c...... J....J ........ ~~--- ~,.._.., .. .._ ... __ ., ---- ...... 

\'] ~::~~ i 1-:·t.{_.~· \li -~~··-..1<~ <1 Cl t hi.:::. 
pl ace 0~~ b::.;.= ir:.::,..;;;J 
inf orr:1a tio:--1: 

matcly 5:30 
of lunch and 
ass cc iat:::s , 

he is contiaually 
that 

on 
to 

in V • , ..... , ,,. __ 
,;_A_.).. w,-J 

the: 

. , 
Joo, 

as vice 
public and busines::,.; 

as;:: cc i~ tr!~~.; 0\}1 (:-1,.. --c11e .Ji:e lc~:.:.:one; ancl 1 ·~:.;.r;:~c~·:f o::-c, c oss 11o·t have an 
exact recollection of ju3t what tr2ns~ir2d on that day. To 
the best of I:is 1~nowl2dgc, he: ~c::= :-}o\~ re:r;t:;·::::1:>.;;r C~~cu:.:::s in.6 
with anyone ·the pc:ssibility of ~:;~1oo•~ing KI:i.··~-G and cr.:.phatically 
denic-d having any knor;lcdgc of ti::: ac·~ivity o:f t:hc :p~rson 
l •,::.~pon~ -,_· b-.l(> ~?o·i· "'," .\ni';-,77-T T ;', .... ,H'.,:.'c-> -,•·r··;:,-. ·,.-, ~C' .~{-":,.°';-:·-· ... ·n. -........ ..., ._ - li'l.:~n._. _..:.\ .l...-.,.i.4.r.J,.;,,.-.;. J.':. ..... .t..;u, u.:oi.. C ...,. __ v 

kn 0\1t'l1 

h 
. . 

p .. o·c cg:. ... a p .c:s kncv1. 

in anG 

·- ,...,_...,..,').,-~ 
.:::iv ••• ---

t he 
hirt1 

"'.• , T""i.;~~-r 
L:~l. \...,J,.,-: 

$40,000 to ~50,000 in lo~t sales. 

~'- ,~ "' .•·- •• ·~ ✓-- ,-- -, C -.~. - -, ! :::'. an·-:~- ·-::.~ .,.-,, .. ~ .. C ~i ~ ..; ~" 1-, "'T --~ ~- .,...., _. , .. ,., --- -y --.- ~ "t, r:, ,.-.;.. ,-. Y'> ,• ·, ,,.,, "...,·· -..... 1 ~.....:.L.•.:·_,,.t0.:..:~:-... ~..:... .... ...., .. - --'1'·..,t..,~ J:......L .J...C~ ..,i;...,) '-a-..:~~..:i..,.-.!_::=~ a.ll' ...-l:_, ...... t'_...,1,u.:..;..'-" ._,. - f _ 

:.·;(;:1~~ ic~:ii:g ·t~1c 3l~o.o•ting of D1 ... I(Il\'G 01· 1of an)7 1--c:fere:11cc to 
~~ 2tateci that he had no kncwlcdza of the shooting of Dr. 
~~;hilc at ,vc1 .. k at tho prcduc8 cc::::)any. 

/ 

--,,~"'\T,"", 

h . .:.__\ ·-.:r • 
7:, ~..-.-_~ 
.:.\. .L ... \ u 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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.. 
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-·•-.. / . / . , - - ' 

~Ei~~1~B-4ilv~~~ · 
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he f u:.:-ni·:;'.;hsd 

0
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1868 
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Date 

327! 

. -
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but 
5:00 
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. . 
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C ~t .l .i. C: Q 
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This aocument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI and 1s loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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; ... ' l-"-0•302 (R•~• l•a$.:t_O) 

., • ,,, 

( rEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA.: N 
• • 

,,, 

. \ ..... 

,. 
! . 

. ·, 

. ·. 

4/23/68 Date __________ _ 

1 

Mr_~_W.HON~IBERT.OLated and interviewed at his 
residenc.~~2ll Almonaster, New Orleans, LouisiallJl, and advised 
as -follows: · /1 

//_; : ·- I 

I 

He is currently retired and living alone at this . J _. . ... _1 _ 
address. He formerly worked for a 17 year period with Viking ... ,_:-·..;; _l' i. 

Truck Lines, but·_·for medical reasons was forced to retire. He .·'/ ,, ,,, 
stated that he is a diabetic with a heat condition. For that 
reason he cannot do strenuous labor.,. He stated that he has 
not been in telephonic contact with his br9ther, FRANK in Memphis 
in several years and the only member of his -immediate family 
residing in New Orleans who may have possibly be.en in touch 
with FRANK would have been· is mother, Mrs. ·EMMA ~!BERTO, who ·resides 
at 2219 Alrnonaster. 

He viewed a photograh: of JAMES EARL RAY stating 
this individual looked familiar but he could not identify it. 

He stated that his brother SALVATORE lives some 
where on the West Bank of the Mississippi River, exact 
address unknown; however, his·.telephone number is 367-3020. 
He stated that both his. brother, SALVATORE and VINCENT are 
employed with trucking firms and have been so employed for 
many years. He stated no.one in: his immediate f~mily is employed 
in the produce business in New Orleans. He knows that his brother 

" · FRANK occa&onally makes trips to the Hammond, Lo~isiana, area 
to pur.chase ·particula;rly··-strawberries but has no· knowledge 
of any other business contacts of his brother in New Orl;a.ns .. 
He stated he would have 'no knowledge of any disparaging remarks 
made by his brother or any of his employees concerning KING.or 
t~e Negro elemento 

The following is a description gained thr9ugh 
observation and interview: 

-Name ' ' ANTHONY LISE~O-
Race, White 
Sex Male 
Height s~s" 
Weight 300 

. Hair ~ ~ Brown, bald top on 

4/22/68 On _______ at New Orleans, Louisiana File I NO 157-10673 

COL..A'RELLI SAS THOMAS L·. 

by PATRICK J. COLLINS t JR. TLC: man f Date dictated _4.:::./ .. 2_3 __ /'--6_8 _____ _ 
. . 18 . . . .. 

Thia document contain• neither recommendaUona nor concluatona of the FBI. It ta the property of tbe FBI caw ta loaned to 
,:our avenc11 U and U■ content■ are not to be dialltbuted out■ ld• yOlar evener• · • 
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·• ·• ' , . 
. FD-302 (Rev. l-~S-60) =eoERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA 1 ~ 

4/23/68 
Date __________ _ 

~ Mrs. ~Mt~IBERTO, ~ Almo/4ster, \~j~:iilt~r:~~,;,~d in ' " 
the home o:t•~'her son; ANTi1oNY·-~·rnER~22lr 'Almonaster and advised 
as fo.llows: •·· · 

.,/·· // • ,! • ·~ '. •• 

/ / I ) .,- \. • 

() 1C~_:...~-~ She is ~e Widow· of l VINCE~IBE~TO ~ and. her maiden 
; name-·wa _A.RD ~!_o/ She was born and ra.1.sed 1.n Memphis, _Tennessee, 

and is , ars of age. She and her husband came to New Orleans 
about 39 years ago and she has seven ~iving chil9ren, of which 
three sons and one daughter resm in New Orlreanso 

. She stated she saw her son FRANK last :friday when he 
stopped in to see h~r after a trip to the Hammond, Louisiana, 
area for the __ pr;.rpose of purchasing strawberrie~ for his produce 
business. 

She occasio~~lly contacts him by telephone and in fact 
called him a couple ~f days after the KING assassi~ation purely 
out of concern for the family and to inquire as to the local 
situation. 

' . 

She viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and stated 
.•, that it looked familiar; however, she could not identify it 

specifically o She ~dvised she has -nQ knowledge of t'he 'KING 
_assassination, other then what she h~s read in tbe newspapers 
and seen on television. 

On 4/22/68 at New Orleans 8 Louisiana File# NO 157-10673 

SAS THOllAS Lo COU1.RELLI TLC: mah 4/23/68 
by P~CK J. CO-~.JSj ,zfR~ .. -. -----'2",H-IO---Date dictated----------

Thia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions if the FBI. It ia the property of the FBI and ia loaned to 
- ......... 

your agency; 1t and Us content& are not to be distributed outside y't>ur agency. 
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'f¥' 

. i'. "' ~ •. 
""' ro.,soa (Rev. l•8$•6P) 

\ - . '. •· 
( :eoERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA :Y'\j, • • 

. • 

. , : 

" " . -, 

-4/23/68 Date ___________ _ 

-l 

Mr. VINCENT L!BERToliocated in the v:l.cinity of his 
-employment, Viking .. Truck Lines, 6750 Gentilly Road, New Orleans, 
.and interviewed. He .voluntarily furnished the following 

informatio::ere is only one member of.• h~;-im~e:~c.t~ fam~-;;-- - ~ / 

that is in the produce business and that is his ~rot~er FRANK,~ 
in Memphis, Tennessee. He has not tal_ked to FRAllK by. telephone 
in at least four years. He stated FRANK is the oldest of the 
brothers and there are two other/ brothers re~J:d.Jng here in 

.. New Orleans, at present. O~e ;s ANTHONY who resides at-~2Ti­
Almonaster, who is a retiredyd1abetic with a heart condition, 
having previously been empl·oyed by _Vikin_g for _many years. The 
other brother is SALVATORE/who works for West· Brothers Trucking 
Lines, and has for many years. SALVJ\TORE lives .in, rerry Town,· 

. just across the Mississippi River Bridge, and he .believes the 
address is on Matador Drive. ,·· · .. 

.... 
He stat~d he .-was born and raised in Memphis and his 

:father w.a~ -in the· -produce ··business for many years, btjt none. of . 
. the brother·s in New Orleans are·in·the produce business. ·He\· . 

. . knows that FRANK occasionally 1;ravels to Hammond·, _Louisiana, _; · 
to purchase strawbe.rries hut he knows of no other business · · · · i . 

contacts of FRANK in the produce line in Nev Orleans.- ; · · ·,>.· 

He examined a phot·ograph o-f JAMES EARL_)?~Y, -~ 
and advised he has seen this· .individual in. the newspapers 
and-television and has no knowledge of ~he KING ~ssassination 

. -other than that gained from the news media. \ -~ . :-- . . · · 
I,' 

,. 

. -•·.· .. Ile, stated he reside,s at 705 North Upto3?:- ·and. is ·mother, 
Mrs. EMMA LIBERTO, resides alone at 2219 Almonas±er. . He s.tated 
he would have no knowliedge of any disparaging remarks .made· •by 
his ·brothe:r FRANK concerning-KING·or the Negro element .. 

- ...... ~-

The following •\is ic~·descri-ption gained from· observation 
axxf .. interview: · 

4/22/68 ·. 

Name 
Sex 
Race 

;V_INCENT LIBERTO . · 
Male· 
Vlhite 

,, " 

_,. 

' ... 

New Or le.ans, Louisiana .. NO 157-10673 
On ______ at ___________ , 21-- File# ___________ _ 

SAS THOMAS L. COLARELLI \. · 
PATRICK J. COLLINS, JR. TLC;:mah 4/ __ 23/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated ---l.-------. \ 

Thia document cdntain• neither recommendations nor conclu■ iona of the F'Bl. It ta the property of tbe FBI aDd &a loaaed to 
rour avenc11 it and Ua content■ are not to be d1atr1buted outaide your a9ency. '. · 
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' . . 
· r'D•302 (Rev.· l•2~•60J 

I ' 
I 

~' ' -
\ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. N • 

4/23/68 Date __________ _ 

i . 
I . -~ 

1 -
SALVADOR ALBER~IBERTO ,va:;6 Ma:t;ador ,Grcr~~ 1 r.11 ➔ "fo ~!, 

ltc ler'?nc_ n __ u.mb_ er 367-. 302. __ o !. _ ad_ vised tha,t he wa_s born' :,=-- -~=- _.,. ____ _ 
1n N"~W.-=Orleans, lfJuis,iana. On Ja_;µtary 2-z; T9 4, al; New 

·-rrr1c'a·1is·,--- he married PA_';i.:~I_CJA .. -.I~E-LLER ~d has· one son and three 
daughters. For the past thirteen (13) years, LIBERTO has been 
employed as a checker at the West Trucking Company, New Orleans. 

LIBERTO stated that·so~etime just bP-fore the MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., assassination, exact date unr-ocallcd, he 
tclcphonically spoke to his brother, FRANK LIBERTO,in Memphis, 
T~nncs~c'?'. LIBERTO made this telephone call from his mother's 
residence. The purpose of this call was to• borrow $200 from 
his b~other. LIBERTO did not make this call from his own 
residence, as he did not want his spouse to know about the loan. 
His brother, FRANK LIBERTO, wired him $200 in care of bis 
mother's residence· in New Orleans. 

While on the telephone with his brother FRANK, FRANK 
invited him to visit him in Memphis, or. to meet him at Hot 
Springs, Ar~nsas.- LIBER'IO advised that his brother, FRANK, 
follows the race horses and likes to go to a race track at Hot· 
Springs, Arkansas, and bet horseso. FRANK LIBERTO discussed 
his winnings and ·loses on the· telephone •with SALVADOR LIBERTO. 
SALVADOR LIBERTO does ·not recall the exact anx>unts of money he 
discussed. 

LIBERTO viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and 
WALTER TERRY RIFE and advised that he did not know either of 
these individuals and he d.id not believe that he had ever. 
seen either of .·these individuals. '!-- ... · 

----

On __ 4_/_2_3_/_6_8_ at __ N_e_w_O_r_l_e_a_n_s __ , __ Lo_u_i_s_i_a_n_a ___ Fi le # __ N_O_l_5_7_-_1_0_6_7_3 ___ _ 

SA PATRICK J. COLLINS,~JR.:sja 4/23/68 
by __________________ ......, ___ Date dictated ________ _ 

.,, Thia document contain• neither recommendaUona nor concluaiona of the FBI. It i• th• property of tb• FBI anci ia loaned to 
Your a9ency1 U and Ua content• are not to be diatribut•d outa&de your a9encr. 
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• 
RE: James Earl Ray 

Investigation by both Memphis and New Orleans has 
failed to associate any of the LIBERTOS with the Mafia - La 
Cosa Nostra, or to Carlos Marcellos. 

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, Sartor states 
that Joe Cacameci(PH) and Larry Mann, Aka. Larry Manning and 
Larry Max, two professional killers, are also involved in this 
matter. Sartor claims that Joe Cacameci allegedly met James 
Earl Ray at a Lion Service Station in Memphis the day of or 
the night before the shooting and Larry Mann has been saying 
he works for Frank Leberto and is responsible for "getting" 
James Earl Ray. According to one of Sartor's New Orleans 
informants, James Earl Ray was seen at or stayed at the 
Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days before the 
shooting. 

Sartor also refers to an individual by the name Pat 
Lyons who was interviewed by both Flannery and Sartor and 
allegedly made a statement to the effect that according to 
one "Ernie," Ray met Joe Cacameci at a Lion Service Station 
on the night before or the day of the shooting. 

In connection with the information contained in the 
foregoing paragraph, Robert Patrick Lyons, Aka. Pat, was 
interviewed on November 19, 1968. His comments are set forth 
as follows: 

-24-
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

• / ) . .,J,,,-"'" 
Date -----=l~l"'"""/-=2,._.l_/--=6c......=8,____ __ _ ·;, ,,-,_ i ,. l ~ --....,_.:· '.:, (, ~4:~~...i·.: .. r•--~· -

Robert Patric~ons-:3529 Marion Avenue, M,e_mphis, 
. Tenne_~§g~ unlisted Te le phone 324-.;..1803, ·was interviewed at his 
·.place-··ot· employment, Cruzen Equipment Co., Inc., 160 West 
Mallory Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, Telephone 947-3146, and 
was apprised of the identities of interviewing Special Agents 
of the FBI. Lyons furnished the following information: 

Lyons advised that he is familiar with an individual 
by the name Bill Sartor, whom he met through Marie Geisendorf, 
Aka. Marie Lyons, shortly after the death of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Lyons stated he was introduced in August, 1968, to an 
indi vidua 1 known as Nick Flannery, who ··stated he was from the 
Justice Department, Washington, D. C. Lyons advised that 
originally Bill Sartor had asked Geisendorf to ascertain infor­
mation from Negroes in the Memphis community concerning the 
death of Martin Luther King, Jr., but then asked Pat Lyons to 
obtain any information concerning the death of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., with the possibility that the "Mafia" was connected 
with King's death. Lyons advised that he made no attempt to 
ascertain any information concerning the Mafia and the death 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

He stated that when he met Flannery, he repeated to 
Flannery exactly what Sartor had previously told him, namely 
that Joe Cacameci met with James Earl Ray at a Lion Service 
Station on the day before the death of Martin Luther King. He 
stated that this information came from Sartor and was in no way 
information he developed on his own. He stated that Cacameci 
is known to him as a cosmetics salesman in the Memphis area 
and is known to drink frequently in Caesar's Lounge, which 
according to Lyons is owned by Ernie Barrasso. Lyons states 
Barrasso is a former schoo+mate of his and a legitimate 
businessman in the Memphis community. Lyons states Barrasso 
is a ne-pnew of Frank Liberto, whom Lyons described as a local 
Memphi8 businessman. He identified Larry Max, Aka. Larry Mann, 
as a worker on a tug boat on the Mississippi River. He stated 
neither Max nor Cacame.ci is known to him as a professional 
killer. Lyons states both Max and Cacameci are employed in 
the Memphis area and his only association with them has been 

On 11/19/68 at Memphis, Tennessee 

SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK 
by SA TERRENCE P, NEIST RF:BN 

File# Memphis 44-1987 

Date dictated 11/20/68 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• •• 
through the Club Caesar, which is owneµ b~-£rnit:;-Barras~ 

Lyons advised that Sartor inquired about Claude Cockrell, 
who is known to Lyons as a possible segregationist in the Memphis 
area. Lyons stated Sartor is of the opinion that if a car was 
used to go to Millington, as described by the news media, then 
Cockrell was the logical person, although no reason was given by 
Sartor for this. Lyons said Sartor was of the opinion that if 
another white Mustang was used to assist the killer of King in 
escaping the Memphis area, as referred to by the news·media 
concerning the CB radio broadcast, then he considered Cockrell 
to be the logical person to have a private airplane waiting at 
Millington. 

Lyons further stated that Sartor is of the opinion 
that officers who were suspended for alleged p~lice brutality 
within the past year are involved in the slaying of

1
Dr. Martin 

Luther King. According to Lyons, Sartor does not give any 
basis for this. 

Sartor told Lyons that he has contact with the Mafia 
in New Orleans, New York, and Philadelphia, although he named 
only one individual, one Solo or Sola, as his contact with the 
Mafia in New Orleans. 

Lyons stated he has had numerous casual meetings with 
Sartor and during this period Lyons has volunteered certain 
information of his personal life to Sartor, including facts 
regarding the tragic death of Lyons' wife. While volunteering 
information to Sartor regarding his wife's illness, Lyons men­
tioned that his wife had become addicted to the use of narcotics 
during her illness and in this regard had cooperated with Federal 
Drug Administration Supervisor Don Voight. Sartor had asked 
Lyons to ascertain information regarding narcotics from Voight. 

Lyons described Sartor as being unreliable and as 
attributing false information to Lyons, which information was 
actually rumored by Sartor. According to Lyons, Sartor, by 
originating these .rumors in different areas in Memphis, is 
able to get a "play back" from various sources, which he uses 
as a means of ~lending credence to his stor-ies .· 
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Lyons advised he could furnish no information 
any conspiracy in the death of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

·. he knows of no individuals involved with James Earl Ray 
death of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Re:· James Earl Ray 

With regard to the allegation that Ray resided at 
the Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days prior 
to the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr., a complete review 
of the records of the Pontotoc Hotel, 69 West Pontotoc Street, 
Memphis, on 11/18/68 for the period March 23 through April 8, 
1968, failed to reveal any information concerning Ray under 
his true name or known aliases. Mr. George Antipas, Manager, 
Pontotoc Hotel, advised he has 27 sleeping rooms at the 
Pontotoc Hotel, and that approximately 21 or 22 of these 
rooms are occupied by more or less permanent residents. He 
claims he himself resides at thehotel and he is positive 
that Ray never resided at this hotel during the past eleven 
years. 

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, Sartor 
claims that a Reverend Carl Basinger, 1617 E. Moreland, 
Memphis, was advised by a ranking officer in the Memphis 
Police Department (Captain or above) not to go near Dr. King 
because something was going to happen to him. . /

1
- ·, . 1'_. 

was interv~:;:~e~~ ~!~~!0 i:! '~n E!ifjf ~/GtA<iRe~!~~~!~ ,-, .. . 
Basinger claims that he has known Bill Sartor, a contract 
reporter for "Time" magazine, since approximately April, 1968, 
and has had frequent contact with him since that date. He 
claims that, in fact, Sartor at the present time maintains a 
room at Basinger's residence. 

With regard to the information Sartor attributes 
to Basinger, Reverend Basinger stated that those are not the 
exact words he has used in discussions with Sartor, and the 
statement attributed to him by Sartor has been taken completely 
out of context and is inaccurate. 

Basinger refused to state whether he had any dis-
cussion with any Memphis police officer concerning Martin 
Luther King, Jr.; however, he admitted that he has had many 
conversations with ranking police officers pf _ _:t,tie Memph~ 
Police Department in the past six years. -'Basinger admitt~e~a~-
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that he currently does hold a grudge against the Memphis 
Police Department due to the fact that he is not satisfied 
with the manner in which certain officers of the Police 
Department have handled complaints he has made to the 
Department in the past. 

Reverend Basinger describes Bill Sartor as being 
an alcoholic who is currently experiencing marital diffi­
culties. By "a lcoho 1 ic", Reverend Basinger stated he · 
means that he has observed Bill Sartor commence drinking 
alcoholic beverages, namely wine and hard liquor, as early 
as 8 o'clock in the morning and to continue to consume these 
alcoholic beverages throughout the daf·and into the night. 

According to the memorandum of Mr. Flannery, Sartor 
claims that shortly after the killing a bartender overheard 
some Memphis policemen say there had been a "slip up" and 
that the assassination was originally scheduled to take place 
after the march for which Dr. King had returned to Memphis. 

Since Sartor was either unwilling or unable to 
identify the bartender, the Memphis Office of the FBI has 

·. been unable to conduct any investigation to determine the 
veracity of this allegation; however, a review of the records 
of the Memphis Police Department and the Memphis FBI Office 
has failed to reveal any information to indicate that such an 
incidentvas ever reported to these respective law enforcement 
agencies. 

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, Sartor 
refers to a civilian having been observed lying in the back 
of a police car immedia·tely after the shooting and near 
Mulberry and Huling. He got out of the police car, into 
another car, and was driven away. 

In this regard, the records of the Memphis Police 
Department reveal the following: 

At 6:55 p·.m. on 4/4/68, Manuel Marcus Levine, a 
white male, and Alex Joy Hurder, a white male, were:~both,- J_~ 

a:rrest~d;·_a t:1Second · .. Street:.;and ·-vance ,~~by ~offic·ers.··.assigned to . 
~RlticEr T~ctical<·Unit~~#.11:,;~',tnastnuc~; ascthe·ic:tefusedr.i.to give the 

lact that those ~ · · ~1 "' ,, -~ d 1 , 'l 1.:::-.J.. < A. l .,_ ...L .4<:,. •1 refused t0 give tn8 
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officers any reason for being in the area of the Lorraine 
Motel at the time of the shooting of Rever~nd King. According 
to the arresting officers, these two individuals were placed 
in a marked patrol car, questioned, and then transferred to 
an unmarked police car for transportation to Central Police 
Headquarters. According to Inspector Don H. Smith, Memphis 
Police Department, the handling of these prisoners was 
standard operating procedure and most persons arrested by 
tactical units during disturbances during this period were 
transported to Headquarters in unmarked cars, one arrestee 
to a car. 

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, Sartor 
claims that an unidentified Negro policeman was removed from 
his assignment at the Fire Station at about 5 p.m. on the 
day of the assassination. Sartor identifies this policeman 
as E. E. REDDITT. 

Sartor also states that two Negro firemen were 
moved from the station a day or two before the shooting. One 
of them had reportedly told friends that two or three days 
before Dr. King was shot a telescope or binoculars had been 
s~t up on a tripod in the Fire Station and focused on the 
Lorraine Motel balcony. According to this memorandum, Sartor 
in August advised Flannery that one fireman left the Department 
or was suspended, sortly after the shooting, and that he had 
been unable to locate either of them. 

In this regard, Inspector G. P. Tines, Intelligence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department, advised on 11/18/68, that 
on 4/3/68 he assigned Detective E. E. Redditt and Patrolman 
W. B. Richmond, Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to 
the Inspection Division of the Memphis Police Department, to 
a security detail at the Memphis Fire Station, Engine House #2, 
located at Butler and Main Streets. This location is approxi­
mately one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purpose of this 
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders," 
local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the "Invaders" 
were rooming at the Lorraine Motel at this time. These two 
officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a 
room at the rear ~f the fire station, with a view that included 
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the room later occupied by the Reverend Mart.in Luthr King, 
Jr. 

In connection with this assignment, and prior to 
the time Officers Redditt and Richmond physically proceeded 
to this assigned location, it was determined by the Intelligence 
Unit of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro fireman 
stationed at the Fire Station and named Floyd E. Newsum had 
taken an active part in demonstrations by the striking sanita­
ton workers in February and March, 1968, and had been closely 
associated with black militants connected with the strike. In 
order to insure security for Officers Redditt and Richmond, 
and to insure that no information regarding the Memphis Police 
Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abreast of the 
activities of the "Invaders"was leaked to the black militants 
in l~mphis, the Chief of the Memphis Fire Depa~tment was re­
quested to temporarily transfer Fireman Newsum to another fire 
station. This was doll3on 4/3/68. 

In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fireman Norvell E. Wallace 
was routinely assigned from Fire Station #2 to Fire Station #31, 
due to a manpower shortage at Fire Station #31. 

On 11/18/68, Fire Chief Hamilton advised that by 
letter dated 5/18/68, Fireman Newsum resigned from the Memphis 
·Fire: Department after thirteen years of service, giving as 
his reason for leaving "Personal Reasons." Chief Hamilton 
advised it is his understanding that Newsum has become an 
active worker with the NAACP at Memphis subsequent to his 
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department. 

At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt. E. H. Arkin 
of the Intelligence Unit of the Memphis Police Department, on 
instructions from-Inspector Tines, proceeded to Fire Engine 
House #2 and removed Detective Redditt from this station, 
leaving Officer Richmond at this post. The reason for the 
removal of Officer Redditt was due to the receipt of a telephone 
call on the morning of 4/4/68 by Philip Manuel, Chief Investi­
gator for Senator McClellan's Senate Investigating Committee, 
Washington, D. c., to the effect that information had been 
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received by the Committee that a Negro detective on the 
Memphis Police Department was to be killed. 

Due to Detective E. E. Redditt's activities in 
attending meetings of the striking sanitation workors in 
February and March 1968, Redditt had been threatened on 
several occasions. Inspector Tines therefore believed the 
telephone call received.by the McClellan Committee was 
another threat directed against Redditt. He therefore 
ordered Redditt removed from his lookout post at Engine 
House #2 for Redditt's own protection. A police guard of 
two officers was assigned to Redditt and his family as a 
result of this threat.~ 

A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police Depart­
ment radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to reflect 
any transmissions from Police Dispatcher ordering Redditt to 
move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been 
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the 
Police officers at this observation post with which to receive 
radio transmissions. 

According to this memorandum, Sartor mentions some­
thing to the effect that Chief of Detectives W. P. Huston 
of the Memphis Police Department 1elephonfcally contacted the 
Lorraine Motel regarding stationing detectives at the motel. 

In this ·regard, Chief Huston has advised that he 
does not recall talking to any maid at the Lorraine Motel 
on 4/4/68; however, he stated he had been in telephonic 
contact on a number of occasions with Mr. Walter Bailey, 
Manager of the Motel, regarding the identity of certain indi­
viduals registered at the Motel. 

It has been determined from the Memphis Police Depart­
ment that on the morning of 4/3/68, Memphis Chief of Police 
J.C. Macdonald ordered Chief W. P. Huston of the Department 
to send a detail of men to the Memphis Metropolitan Airport 
to offer security to the Reverend Martin Ltnier King, Jr. and 
his party. Police records reflect that Inspector Don H. 
Smith offered the services of the police detail to Mrs. 

-32-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . . I 

I t 

· Re: James Earl Ray 

-----
Thomas .Ma thews, who was acting as chauffeur for Dr. Mart1n 
Luther King. Mrs. Mathews advised Lt. George Kelly Davis, 
Memphis Police Department, who is. an officer in this detail, 
that they had not asked for·police to be assigned to protect 
Dr. King, and did not desire a police escort. In addition, 
m~mbers or King's party refused to tell the police detail 
where they planned to stay or their itinerary while in 
Memphis. Inspector Smith, while offering the services of 
the Memphis Police Department to Dr. King for security, 
escort, and protection purposes, was advised by the Reverend 
James Lawson, an associate of King, that no assistance was 
desired and that they had not fully made up their minds where 
they were going with Reverend KING after they left the Memphis 
Metropolitan Airport. 

At approximately 1:30 a.m., on 4/5/68, Gerald 
Fanion, a member of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) Strategy Committee, advised Sidney L. Cole 
of the Memphis Police Department that this SCLC Strategy 
Committee had considered asking for police protection for 
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.; however, the Committee 
had decided against this. 

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum, Sartor 
stated that a little Negro boy allegedly heard a shot and 
saw a man jump up from the bushes behind the rooming house 
(below the window area fran which the shot is thought to have 
been fired) and run off. According to Sartor, the little boy 
has been identified and interviewed by Bureau Agents and the 
Memphis Pol ice Department. 

In this regard, a review of the record~· of the 
Memphis Police Department and the Memphis FBI Office has 
failed to reveal any information to indicate that any officers 
of these respective law enforcement agencies interviewed a 
young Negro boy who is allegedly the contributor of the above 
information by Sartor. In this regard, on 11/15/68, Source One 
and Source·Two both advised that William Sartor, a'TimE1'magazine 

-33-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. . . • • • 

Re: James Earl Ray 

reporter, had gone throughout the Memphis area immediately 
following the King slaying, and was overheard asking leading 
questions· of Negroes, namely, "You think it's possible that 
a police officer could have killed Martin Luther.King, Jr.?" 
According to these sources, as a result of this, practically 
the entire Memphis Negro community has given vent to the rumor 
that a police officer had killed King. The sources claim this 
rumor has embittered a very large segment of the Negro community 
and has caused widespread distrust by Negroes against all law 
enforcement officers and has caused a serious community cleavage 
between the Police and the Negro community. 

In view of the fact that numerous allegations have been 
made, either by Bill Sartor or his alleged sources, stating 
involvement of Memphis police officers in the assassination of 
Dr. King, Frank Holloman, Director of Fire & Police, was 
contacted. Holloman advised that shortly after the assassination 
of Dr. King ·he received information that a representative of 
"Time" magazine was circulating in thd Negro community and ✓ 

asking questions of the Negro residents. His sources informed 
him that the general tenor of the questions being asked was to 
the effect that it was conceivable that the Memphis Police 
Department was involved in the assassination of Dr. King. 
Director Holloman advised that later he learned the reported : :,. -
"Time" representative was an individual by the name of Sartor. 
He subsequently had an appointment with Sartor. 

Director Holloman said at this time he informed Sartor 
that he had received certain information indicating that Sartor 
had, by his questions, created the inference in the Negro 
community that it was possible the Memphis Police Department 
was involved in the assassination of Dr, King. Director Holloman 
advised that he told Sartor that if Sartor wrote a story 
based on rumors and misstatements of facts such as he was 
collecting rggarding the involvement of the Memphis Police 
Department, Director Holloman would institute a civil suit 
against him and do everything in his power to insure that 
Sartor wrote only the truth and did not print such falsifications 
regarding the Memphis Police Department. 
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Director Holloman stated that after his 
discussion with Sartor, Sartor has not again called at 
his office for any information, nor has any story appeared. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions or the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed. 
outside your agency. 

,· . 
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BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 
Also known as Black Organizing Power, 
Afro-American Brotherhood, 
Black Student Association, 

. Invaders, 
Le.Moyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), 

City Organizers 

• APPENDIX 

On April 18, 1968, a third source advised that a black 
power group in Memphis which has been in existence for several 
months has until recently been known as Black Organizing Power. 
It is now known as Black Organizing Project (BOP), also known as 
Black Organizing Power, with five cells or parts, known as 
(1) Afro-American Brotherhood (AAB), primarily consisting 
of Owen College students; (2) Black Student Association (BSA), 
primarily consisting of Memphis State University (MSU) Negro 
students; (3) LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the NAACP, 
consisting of LeMoyne College students; (4) the Invaders, 
consisting mostly of high school dropouts; and (5) the City 
Organizers, comprised of young adults. 

AAB has about 12 members; BSA has about 20 members; 
the Invaders has about 15 members; the LeMoyne group has about 
20 members; and the City Organizers has about 20 members. 

Source three advised that the BOP attempts to creat~e:--~­
pride in black identity, attempts to teach and promote the 
teaching of Negro history, and to promote black culture and 
obtain more employment for young Negroes. 

The Executive Secretary of BOP is Charles Laverne 
Cabbage. 

On February 16, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage 
personally acknowledge being leader of BOP, claiming he 
is the impetus of black power in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
that BOP's purpose is to stimulate in the young Negroes a 
sense of black identity, black pride, and black consciousness. 
He said his group follows the teachings of Student Nonviolent 

APPENDIX 
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Coordinating Committee (SNCC) leaders H. Rap Brown and 
Stokely Carmichael but that BOP did not necessarily exist 
as a formal SNCC unit. CABBAGE further admitted he had made 
statements such as "Memphis should be burned" and "Memphis 
should have a good race riot," but claimed he did nqt mean 
these statements literally, merely endeavoriQ?; to shock the 
community into doing something to help the black race. 

On February· 27, 1968, a fourth source advised 
that at a public meeting on February 26, 1968, the BOP 
Chairman John. Burrell Smith told a Negro audience, "We've 
got to do some fighting," and "You'd better get some guns, 
You're going to need them before this is over. You can't pray 
your way out." 

On June 6, 1968, the four th source advised that BOP 
primarily consists of about 30 to 35 young college and high 
school students and school dropouts, unemployed and not looking 
for work, who continually preach hatred of the white race 
and capitalistic economic system and advocating and- predicting 
violence by blacks. The over-all plan of BOP, according to 
source four, is to scare the Memphis community leaders, both 
black and white, into fearing black militancy. The BOP 
leaders then hope to convince the community to fund them as 
a form of subtle blackmail whereby BOP can prevent racial 
violence. Source four said that BOP is more interested in 
publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless 
preaching violence in an effort to scare the community. 
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GENERAL' iNvESTIGA~ DIVISION 

This is the case involving the 
murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The attached is a request of the 
Department for investigation concerning 
certain aspects which appeared in the 
second article in "Look" magazine and 
authored by William Bradford Huie. This 
second in a series of articles appears in 
the November 26, 1968, issue of "Look" 
and circulated on November 12, 1968. 

We were previously in receipt of 
most of this information as requested by 
the Department and have provided the 
results of our investigation to them. The 
items we were not in receipt of are 
presently under investigation and results 
thereof will be furnished to the 
Department. 

Department being advised accordingly 

.REL:mfd 
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Mr. Tolao,-~ 
Mr. DeLoa: ... ia--

._<Ed. ~~-65) ·-

_., • l.J'NITED STATES GOV .. MENT 

Memorandum 
TO : Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

FROM ~~tephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

SUBJECT: James Earl~~ Subject; 
Martin Luthe~ing, Jr., Victim; 

. Conspiracy Against Rights, 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

~PARTMENT OF 

DATE: November 

SJP:eb 
D.J. 144-72-66 

1FI~~-­
Mr. Bishop, __ 
Mr. Casper __ 
Mr. Callahan"'"_ 
Mr. Conrad­
Mr. Fel"-......,_,, 

I~~~_,_ 
Mr. Sullivaa,w~ 
Mr. Tavel . .-­
Mr. Trotter-­
Tele. Room..__ 
Miss Holmes,....__ 
Miss Gandy, __ 

/ }--t7 
We have reviewed the article in the November 26, 

1968, Look Magazine written by William Bradford Huie 
concerning the subject (pages 86-99). 

It presents a number of objective facts as to 
Ray's travel and activities between April 23, 1967, 
and December 1967. To the extent possible, please 
determine the correctness of these facts if you have 
not already done so. 

There are also a number of allegedly factual state­
ments in the article which, as part of the continuing full 
investigation of this matter previously requested, require 
investigation in connection with the presence or absence 
of a conspiracy. While not inclusive, the ones appearing 
in this second article which seem to us to require 
investigation are: 

1. In August of 1967, Ray crossed the Detroit­
Windsor border, and made a $4.50 import tax payment 
for a television he carried in his car. At this 
crossing, Ray had left Raoul at a Detroit bus station. 
Ray was instructed to wait at the Windsor railroad 
station for Raq~l who was d_eliv~red ... th re in _a ca.b. . _ E i' ~ r ~- ltfl . ft . J · 1 

{ \ L~ (}' . 
2. Ray 

1

\·:r:h~gedl~'-M-rWre ~him ,.,~ri ·- --,_;; J i1 ) 
August 25, 1967, from Canada, byway of Gary, Indiana, 
and Chicago (where he sold the red Plym011tb )...,.-;,e;; ...... YIII a;:..:# m 

3. On or near August 28, 1967, ~tyNlWC}Sv1868 
a letter from Raoul in Birmingham, and was told that 
night to meet Raoul at the Starlite Cafe on 5t,h.PuarJJe 

:~,~;~sP.~iA_c_~·iJ~--~~-~-~~-~~ 
FO Q c::· --:,-,{-Ti;,~-;:•.· ... -. :,~; ·-~.i !\iERY 

I> i ; ·- ,, ; i.~ ~ ':i , , 1 l. • , . ,.,_ .- . . ~; ._. I l W- '-:.. I ii 

To ;·.~:..i .• i-;;: ; .• ~~~~--5 r ~.~,-, iD k ____ S'!.-~l_b 
.(SEE bvfiLE G2Q111Z90}.__ . It 0 7 NOV 25 1968 
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North, across from the Post Office. The article states 
that Ray and Raoul met at the cafe again the following 
night where Ray discussed with Raoul the Mustang he 
had found for sale. 

4. On or about August 30, 1968, Ray paid 
William D. Paisley $2,000 in $20- or larger bills 
for the Mustang. The article states Ray "was handed 
the $2,000 in Birmingham, perhaps only a few minutes 
before he handed it to Mr. Paisley." The denominations 
stolen:from the Illinois bank which we believe Ray and 
one other man robbed may be relevant here. 

5. Sometime after October 5 or 6, 1967, Ray 
stayed in a motel in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, where he 
met Raoul. Upon Raoul's instructions, Ray drove back 
across the Mexican border followed by Raoul in a cab. 
On the United States side, Raoul took a tire from a 
car waiting by a frame house, and placed it in Ray's 
car. Raoul and Ray then together drove through Customs. 
Raoul got out from the car, and Ray paid the inspectors 
$3.00 to be cleared. It was here that Ray obtained 
his tourist card. Together, he and Raoul drove to 
Ray's motel where Raoul's car, with Mexican license 
plates was waiting. The next day, Raoul returned to 
Ray's motel. The tire was again placed in Ray's car. 
Ray in his car, and Raoul in his car, were passed 
through the interior customs. 

6. In the middle of December 1967, Ray met Raoul 
again in a bar in New Orleans, and was given $2,500 in 
$20 bills. Ray contacted Raoul at the New Orleans 
phone number given Ray in Canada. 

7. There is an account of Ray's contact with 
Rev. von Kos, head of the International Society of 
Hypnosis, in January 1968 and of his nose operation 
by Dr. Russell Hadley, plastic surgeon. 

8. On March 15, 1968, "Ray received by mail 
the directive he had been expecting. He was wanted 
in Selma and Birmingham, Ala." He registered in 
Selma on Friday, March 22, 1968, at the Flamingo 
Motel. The AP on March 21, 1968, reported that 
Dr. King was to be in Camden, Alabama, on March 21. 

Please provide this Division (carbon copy to 
the Criminal Division) with a report of the results 
of your investigation and checking out of the facts 
as to Ray's travel and activities. 

• • • 
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FBI 

Date: 11/15/68 

. ., ' , r -------

Via __ A_I_RT_E_L ____ _ Tc h. 1bom __ _ 
-------------:~-:---:------------1. ··~ 0

-
0 -·- ,.::i1:.S ___ _ 

1f}; 

Air el 

(Priority) l\Iis~ Gandy __ _ 

------ ------------------------------------~~=-=-----IL 
Tt>: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ATTENTION: ADMINISTRATIVE D.IVISION­

FROM: S~__ME~HIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBJECIV(' QURKI N) - COST DAT A 
I , \ _____ / 
'----· 

Re:Butel to Memphis, 4/17/68; and Memphis airtel to 
the Bureau, 10/9/68. 

The information set out hereafter consists of 
cumulative totals concerning the cost data of captioned matter 
as furnished by-all Bureau offices for the period 4/4/68 to 
10/31/68: 

Regular overtime Cumulative 
Hours Hours Total 

1. A. Special Agents - - - - 96,263 27,202 123,465 
B. Clerks - - - - - - - - 20,041 1,743 21,784 

116,304 28,945 145,24:9 

2. Mileage traveled by Bucars on this matter: 473,536 

3. Unusual or out-of-ordinary costs: 
A. Per diem - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$6,698.00 
B. Communications - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4,132.03 
C. Photography - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1,884.68 
D. Hotel Room Expense - - - - - - - - - - - - 59.48 
E. Plan7 Fares - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 837.D0 ~ . 
F. Misc. Zeroxing - - - - - - - - - $330. 94 .¥5(- jj}ft-/ · 

Zerox Paper & Supplies - - 14. 25 NOT REcc5rioED-
Mai ling Wanted Flyers to 

Laundries in the U. S. - 287. 00 4 NOV 21 ljuv 

------ Misc. Supplies - - - - - 65.77 

Tel type ------
Confidential Item - - - - 19.50 

Total Misc. - - - - - - - - - - - 717.46 
Total Unusual or out-at-ordinary costs - - - -$l.t328.65 A.M --------

/i;) Bureau 
A.M 5·1fi : Memphis 

Spe • DelHEG: mjh 
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_ Date: 11/20/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. I 
I 

Transmit the following in ____ ;,..._.. _____ __,;_.,...___;_ _______________ ---1_ 

1
1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

Via AIRTEL I 

(Pnority} 

---------~----------------- -----------

/l TO: Director, FBI (44~38861) 

FROM: Le at, Tokyo (173-1) (RUC) Attn: DIVISION ______________ __._.,;._ __ 
c)MURKIN COST-' DATA 

ReBuR/S 11/12/68 and TOKairtel 10/1/68. 

The .Tokyo Office has no cumulative totals .to reflect in· 
instant case for the month of October, 1968. 

Bureau 
Cl - Liaison Section) . 

·.Tokyo 

Sent _______ M Per __ __.;.. ___ _ 
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November 19, 1968 

TOI SAC, Memphis (44-1987) 0 

(44-38851).-5'311 Frans Director, FBI 1 - Mr. Long 
~ 

MURKIN KtC 13 
CR 

. ~· 

dated 11/15/68. ReBHairtel to the Bureau 

You should review the contents of the interview 
with Robert Lee Saunders and subuit your recamnendation as 
to any further investigetion. Your f ilea. may contain 
additional information concerning Saunders which the Bureau 
does not have. 

You should include the interview with Saunders in 
your next report. 

' 

REL:'dvj ~J. 
(4) 

NOTE 

B··.i,_rmingham interviewed Robert Lee Saunders who 
is in the military service. He advised that he was in Memphis, 
Tennessee, when King was assassinated (April 4~· 1968). He 
claimed that he overheard several Negro males stating 
uget Kin~• Saunders does not know if this mean\s Martin Luther 
King or another individual but states, due to the time he was 
there it could possibly mean Martin Luther King ~r ~\" \ 

\ , \ \ 
Memphis being instructed to r~v~W:Jthe·records, and 

make appropriate recommendations. , /\ \ i . ' 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 

i Mohr __ _ 

Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 

~ -f 
0 c,, ' LI.I :E _, ..... ~ -< > :: 0 

0 z ,t, -r--_,.,..._~ . . 

, fV 

\.' 7) Qi&3 ~E'BmT □ 
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FBI 

Date: 11/15/68 

Transmit the following in -----------------:-----:-----------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ____ A_I_R_T_E_L __ _ AIRMAIL - REGISTERED 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------ L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: ~a.-r--""'-l MINGHAM (44-1740) (P) 

, oV · SUBJEC 

~ (00: MEMPHIS) 

Enclosed for Bureau and Memphis Division are 
four copies and five copies respectively of FD-302 
reflecting interview with ROBERT LEE SAUNDERS. 

SAUNDERS voluntarily furnished this information 
after he had mentioned this information to the military 
authorities at Ft. McClellan, Alabama, who in turn 
notified the FBI. 

It is noted that SAUNDERS appeared sincere 
throughout the interview; however, he was extremely 
vague in details and was unable to provide a·ny names 
of any individuals who could verify any of his story or 
the fact that he was in Memphis at the time of the 
assassination of KING. A review Qf the military records 
at Ft. McClellan, Alabama, reveal that SAUNDERS went 
AWOL from Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, on 3/31/68·and was 
not returned until ctober, 1968, to military control. 

Any act· n based·:iion this interview is being 
left to the discr ion o,f reau and of~ice of,f~>'1/ . c;£/_ 

. r;f:,~~ REC 1a 4 'I - »'¥ ·&I O I a> - Bureau (Enc. ~~(RM) · . 
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 5) (RM) \.. 1\$ 

:K:::::mingham ,I ~,;('f> , ·. ~ t~ ~~\ NOV~968 I 

< 1 > V>'""~o1, \ G,µ r , -, •J\~ ~ ·\ ~ . .:tL 
(;~~• . · . t-'~"'11 \~ ~·· \,,t;V 

'\. 

• Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ·· 

. -

On 

-DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI. 

Date __ ll_/_1_5_/_6_8 ____ _ 
• 

ROBERT LEE SAUNDERS, Private, United States 
· Army, Serial No. US 67 164 827, advised he was in 

military custody while being transported to Ft. Campbell, 
Kentucky, following his apprehension at Cleveland, 
Mississippi, for being absent without leave. SAUNDERS 
provided the following information to Special Agent 
LARRY K. SYLVESTER, who identifi~d himself as a 
Special Agent with the FBI. Also present during this 
interview of SAUNDERS was Lt. Col. DALE HAMILTON, 
Provost irarshal, Ft. McClellan, Alabama. 

SAUNDERS advised that he went AWOL from 
Pt. Campbell, Kentucky, around March 29, 1968. Be then 
traveled to Cleveland, Ohio. where he stayed for a 
period of approximately two days and then obtained a 
ride from Cleveland, Ohio, to Memphis, Tennessee, with 
an individual SAIDIDERS knew only as "Snoop" who drove 
a pink Cadillac and was from Memphis, Tennessee. SAUNDERS 
stated that he was broke when he arrived in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and located a place to sleep in a condemned 
building at 1408 Beal Street in Memphis. SAUNDERS slept 
there one night and was walking down an alley to return 
to this building at approximately 3:30 A.M., the second 
night when he observed four Negro males standing near the 
alley just ahead of him. SAUNDERS stated that be stopped 
and stood in the shadows as he was afraid these individuals 
would try to harm him. As SAUNDERS stood there he overheard 
these individuals arguing. One individual said "Let me 
get him." The other individuals were arguing they should 
be the one to "get him." One of the individuals who 

_ SAUNDERS described as a large Negro male, approximately 
6'6" to 6'7" ta11·, approximately 30 years of age, and 
wearing a thin beard which encompassed his entire·~ace~ 
stated something to the effect that he should be the one 
to "get KING." Also, this individual stated that he would 
get the gun. 

SAUNDERS described the others with the big man as 
follows: 

1iE 44-1987 
l l/l3/ §i~ _ __.A...._.n .... n....,i~s""'-lt!ll...!:o~ny,1---&-:1A~l~a~b.!:!.am~. ~a ____ File# BH 44-17 4 O 

b y ___ ...,Su;;AL-..1T..u,A:J,.,,1R~Ru..Y.L-Ku.a..• --'-lSu.YL..&.1..1.VE...L:u:SuTF.~Rl....:~lt~aais:2..-_____ Date dictate-cf -11/13/ 6 8 -- . ----- -- . -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is looned to your agency; 

It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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. No. Two Man was described as a Negro male, 
young, approximately 20 years old, 5'4", wearing 
khaki pants. 

No. Three Man was described as a Negro male, 
5'11", medium-heavy build, balding hair and worn natural 
with two parts. This individual also wore metal rim 
glasses with very smal~ lens. 

No. Four Man was described as a Negro male, 
approximately 5'10", approximately 25 years of age, 
and wore a black tam with blue decorations. 

SAUNDERS stated that upon hearing these 
individuals talk, he became afraid and ran in the opposite 
direction so that he would not have to pass in front of 
them. SAUNDERS stated that he then went to the Greyhound 
Bus Station where he sat the rest of the night. 

At approximately 10:30 A.M., the following day, 
SAUNDERS ~tated he returned to Beal Street where he went 
to a bar called the Bucket of Blood and purchased 
approxima~ely two beers. SAUNDERS stated-that he observed 
these four individuals in the tavern at that time. He 
then got up and left this tavern after having been inside 
approximately 15 minutes and upon coming out observed two 
of the four individuals he had seen the previous night 
standing on the curb on Beal Street near the tavern. 

-SAUNDERS stated as he began to walk d9wn_Beal Street, he 
observed a 1954 blue Ford convertible with white top drive 
up and the individuals who were standing on the curb then 
got inside. SAUNDERS stated that he observed this vehicle 
was driven by the large Negro male with the beard who be~ 
bad seen the previous night. SAUNDERS stated that he also 
observed that a rifle sight approximately 8" in length was 
laying in the rear deck of the automobile. SAUNDERS stated 
that he did not see any gun and that it was obvious the 
sight was not attached to a gun. 

SAUNDERS stated that he returned to the bus 
station where he later learned of the assassination of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that up until this time 
he was unaware that KING was in Memphis and had not 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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associated any of the statements he had overheard with 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

SAUNDERS advised he felt he could identify 
the large Negro male who wore the beard but would be 
unable to identify any of the other individuals. He 
reiterated that his entire basis for believing that 
these individuals may have been responsible for the 
murder of KING. was the single mention of the word "KING" 
by one of the individuals in the alley the previous 
night. 

The following descriptive data was obtained 
through observation and interview: 

Name 
Alias 

Sex 
Race 
DOB 
POB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Wife 

Mother 

Occupation 

Arrest record 

ROBERT LEE SAUNDERS 
Robert Lee Richardson 
(SAUNDERS stated that this is 
the name that appears on his 
birth certificate; however, 

· be has never used this name) 
Male 
Negro 

I I 

Cleveland, Mississippi 
5'11" 
162 lbs. 
Black 
Brown 
ANNIE BELLE SAUNDERS 
$ VEESSIE NELSON. 
Cleveland, Mississippi 
SALLIE MAE SAUNDERS 
Route 1, Box 54 

· Cleveland, Mississippi 
Private, United States Army 
currently stationed at 
Ft. Campbell, Kentucky 
Claims once for auto theft 
in Chicago, Illinois, approximate 
1963, and was released after 
being held 8 or 9 hours. SAUNDER' 
also claims to have been arrested 
twice for being AWOL. 
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On 

... ~ER~L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI • . ' 

Dote __ ll_/_1_5_/_6_8 ____ _ 
• 

ROBERT LEE SAUNDERS, Private. United States 
· Army, Serial No. US 67 164 827, advised he was in 

military custody while being transported to Ft. Campbell, 
Kentucky, following bis apprehension at Cleveland, 
Mississippi, for being absent without leave. SAUNDERS 
provided the following information to Special Agent 
LARRY K. SYLVESTER, who identified himself as a 
Special Agent with the FBI. Also pres.ent during this 
interview of SAUNDERS was Lt. Col. DALE HAMILTON• 
Provost Marshal, Ft. McClellan, Alabama. 

SAUNDERS advised that he went AWOL from 
Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, around March 29, 1968. He then 
traveled to Cleveland, Ohio, where he stayed for a 
period of approximately two days and then obtained a 
ride from Cleveland, Ohio, to Memphis, Tennessee, with 
an individual SAUNDERS knew only as "Snoop" who drove 
a pink Cadillac and was from Memphis, Tennessee. SAUNDERS 
stated that he was broke when he arrived in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and located a place to sleep in a condemned 
building at 1408 Beal Street in Memphis. SAUNDERS slept 
there one night and was walking down an alley to return 
to this building at approximately 3:30 A.If., the second 
night when he obserVed four Negro males standing near the 
alley just ahead of him. SAUNDERS stated that be stopped 
and stood in the shadows as he was afraid these individuals 
would try to harm him. As SAUNDERS stood there he overheard 
these individuals arguing. One individual said "Let me 
get him." The other individuals were arguing they should 
be the one to "get him." One of the ~ndividuals who 
SAUNDERS described as a large Negro ma1et approximately 
6'6" to 6'7" tall 1

; approximately 30 years of age, and 
wearing a thin beard which encompassed his entire ·face, 
stated something to the effect that he should be the one 
~o "get KING." Also, this individual stated that he would 
get the gun. 

SAUNDERS described the others with the big man as 
follows: 

LJ CL -3 x' &'. C:j ( -- ;~~ ;rJ 
J 

ME 44-1987 
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No. Two Man was described as a Negro male,. 
young, approximately 20 years old, 5'4", wearing 
khaki pants. 

No. Three Man was described as a Negro male, 
5'11", medium-heavy build, balding hair and worn natural 
with two parts. This individual also wore metal rim 
glasses with very small lens. 

No. Four Man was described as a Negro male, 
approximately 5'10", approximately 25 years of age, 
and wore a black tam with blue decorations. 

SAUNDERS stated that upon hearing these 
individuals talk, he became afraid and ran in the opposite 
direction so that he would not have to pass in front of 
them. SAUNDERS stated that he then went to the Greyhound 
Bus Station where he sat the rest of the night. 

At approximately 10:30 A.M., the following day, 
SAUNDERS ~tated he returned to Beal Street where he went 
to a bar·called the Bucket of Blood and purchased 
approxima~ely two beers. SAUNDERS stated.that he observed 
these four individuals in the tavern at that time. He 
then got up and left this tavern after having been inside 
approximately 15 minutes and upon coming out observed two 
of the four individuals he had seen the previous night 
standing on the-curb on Beal Street near the tavern. 

·sAUNDERS stated as he began to walk down Beal Street, he 
observed a 1954 bl~e Ford convertible with white top drive 
up and the individuals who were standing on the curb then 
got inside. SAUNDERS stated that he observed this vehicle 
was driven by the large Negro male with the beard who be~ 
had seen the previous night. SAUNDERS stated that he also 
observed that a rifle sight approximately 8" in length was 
laying in the rear deck of the automobile. SAUNDERS stated 
that be did not see any gun and that it was obvious the 
sight was not attached to a gun. 

SAUNDERS stated that he returned to the bus 
station where be later learned of the assassination of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that up until this time 

. he was unaware that KING was in Memphis and had not 
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associated any of the statements he had overheard with 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

SAUNDERS advised he felt he could identify 
the large Negro male who wore the beard but would be 
unable to identify any of the other individuals. He 
reiterated that his entire basis for believing that 
these individuals may have been responsible for the 
murder of KING was the single mention of the word "KING" 
by one of the individuals in the alley the previous 
night. 

The following descriptive 
through observation and interview: 

obtained 

Name 
Alias 

Sex 
Race 
DOB .. -~ 
POB 

.~"- -H'el·gbt 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Wife 

Mother 

Occupation 

Arrest record 

--w,.~!rft,:tll:---j~H-i~~i..J.iW"\S 

~;..::::.::;..;:,_.M~~~~ar_g,~on 
SAUNDERS stated that this is 

the name that appears on his 
birth certificate; however, 

· he has never used this name) 
Male 
Ne2ro 
I I~. 
Cleveland iff ssi-ssippi 5 ·t 11·1" .... •.".!. ·- ,J •... ,,,. ""'"""m;,..-,,,,., ............ ___ ·•···· 

162 1bs. ;;41 ~.,•./ 
Black '/~·?)ft 
Brown ~~-
ANNIE BELLE SAUN~ERS 
~ VEESSIE NELSON 
Cleve1and, Mississippi 
SALLIE MAE SAUNDERS 
_Route 1, Box 54 
Cleve1and, Mississippi 
~ivate, United States Army 
citrrently·-·sta fio.ned- at 

'-~F!~~~-···~lllllbe 11 r -.Ken..tuc k y 
Claims once for auto theft 
in Chicago, Illinois, approximate 
1963 • and was'refe·ased after 
being held 8 or 9 hours. SAUNDER~ 
also claims to have been arrested 
twice for being AWOL. 
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On 

aoeRALBUREAU OF l~VESTIGATI. 

Date __ l_l_/_1_5_/_6_8 ____ _ 
• 

ROBERT LEE SAUNDERS, Private• United States 
· Army, Serial No. US 67 164 827, advised he was in 

military custody while being transported to Ft. Campbell, 
Kentucky, following his apprehension at Cleveland, 
Mississippi, for being absent without leave. SAUNDERS 
provided the following information to Special Agent 
LARRY K. SYLVESTER, who identified himself as a 
Special Agent with the FBI. Also present during this 
interview of SAUNDERS was Lt. Col. DALE HAMILTON, 
Provost Marshal, Ft. McClellan, Alabama. 

SAUNDERS advised that he went AWOL from 
Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, around March 29, 1968. Be then 
traveled to Cleveland, Ohio, where he stayed for a 
period of approximately two days and then obtained a 
ride from Cleveland, Ohio, to Memphis, Tennessee, with 
an individual SAUNDERS knew only as "S"!ioop" who drove 
a pink Cadillac and was from Memphis, Tennessee. SAUNDERS 
stated that he was broke when he arrived in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and located a place to sleep in a condemned 
building at 1408 Beal Street in Memphis. SAUNDERS slept 
there one night and was walking down an alley to return 
to this building at approximately 3:30 A.M., the second 
night when he observed four Negro males standing near the 
alley just-ahead of him. SAU1'IDERS stated that he stopped 
and stood in the shadows as he was afraid these individuals 
would try to harm him. As SAUNDERS stood there he overheard 
these individuals arguing. One individual said "Let me 
get him." The other individuals were arguin·g they should 
be the one to ~get him." One of the individuals who 
SAUNDERS described as a large Negro male, approximately 
6'6" to 6'7" ta11-i approximately 30 years of age, and 
wearing a thin beard which encompassed his entire ~ace, 
stated something to the effect that he should be the one 
to "get KilfG." Also~ this individual stated that he would 
get the gun. 

SAUNDERS described the others with the big man as 
follows: 

ME 44-1987 
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b Y-----Sw.aA.___J ....... A ..... R .... B .... Y...__.K~· ~S ..... YI .... J1...1..VE~SL.1TE...u.a..H:i.....:4gi,.!a:us.1...-__ _:_. ___ oate dictated 11/13/ 68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
II ond its contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




