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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 1_1.;_/_2_1.;_/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mr. DAVID SIMMONS, Security, Southern Bell 
Telephone and Telegr~ph Company, New Orlean~, Louisiana, 
advised record of toll calls for telephone number 523-8802, 
which is the pay telephone located at the Provincial Motel, 
1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, for the period 
December 14, 1967, through December 22, 1967, are not 
available because such records are kept six months and 
destroyed. 

11/21/68 at New Or•leans, Louisiana File# NO 157-10673 

SA WILLIAM F. KUSCH /bab 11/21/68 
by ------------------------Date dictated----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

-
I 

1 Date -~J_.l..,_/_.2~1--+--/...,.6.._.8 ____ _ 

Mr. BENJAMIN C. DUKE, Desk Clerk, Provincial 
Motel, 1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
residence 2713 Aberdeen, Kenner, Louisiana, examined the 
motel work sheet for December 17, 1967, when GALT registered, 
and observed it is his handwriting of GALT on the work sheet 
meaning he registered GALT when he came in the motel. The 
"2" near "GALT" means the room was available for 2 da-ys. 
Somebody must have had a reservation for the third day. 

Mr. DUKE stated from the work speet it would 
appear GALT did not specifically ask for Room 126 but 
was given that room because it was available as a single. 
Also this was the lowest priced ($12.00) room available. 
It is not known, Mr. DUKE stated, but it might be GALT 
as many singlesdo ask for the lowest priced room. 

Mr. DUKE looked at photos of JAMES EARL RAY also 
known as ERIC S. GALT without recognition. He stated he 
could recall absolutely nothing about GALT. 

Mr. DUKE stated he had no knowledge of anyone 
named RAOUL. 

11/20/68 d New Orleans, Louisiana 

SA ALBERT B. MILLER /bab 

File# NO 157-10673 

11/20/08 

by -----------------------Date dictated---------­

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ l_l_/_2_2_/_6_8___,_ ___ _ 

Mr. CHEW WING LEE, :owner and operator of Wing Lee 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, 830 Chartres Street, French Quarter, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, looked at photos of JAMES EARL RAY 
and recognized him as having seen his pictures in newspapers. 
Mr. LEE advised he recalled reading in the papers that RAY 
had stayed at one time in the Provincial Motel which is 
about two blocks down the street. He stated other than that 
he knows nothiQ?; about RAY. 

Mr. LEE advised he does laundry and dry cleaning 
for the Provincial Motel. He stated he does the work 
according to room number and not by name. He stated he 
keeps no record of the individual rooms because he gives 
this record to the motel when he returns the laundry and 
dry cleaning. At this time he cannot say whether or not 
he did any work for RAY while RAY was at the Provincial 
Motel December 17-19, 1967. 

If RAY had personally brought any work in to be 
done, .RAY would have been asked what laundry mark he wanted. 
If no specific request was made by RAY the clothing would 
be marked in black indelible ink ·by number such as "123" or 
"545" or something like that. This would be written directly 
oti any garment except a suit coat on which a tag would be -
placed. ~ 

If the bell boy from Provincial Motel would have 
brought in anything from RAY in Room 126, it would have 
been marked "RM 126". 

Mr. LEE stated December, 1967, is a long time 
ago and he would not know whether or not he ever did any 
work for RAY under the name RAY or any other name. 

Mr. LEE stated he never heard of the name RAOUL. 

11/21/68 at New Orleans. Louisiana File # NO 157-10673 

by __ S_A_A_L_B_E_R_·_T_B_"_M_I_L_L_E_R_· ____ /_b_a_b _____ 0 ate dictated __ 1_1_;_'2_1_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Index (continued) 

FARROW, WILLIAM C. (Mr. & Mrs.). 

FIELDS, FLOYD L. (& Family) 

FI SHER., (FNU) 

FISHER, WILLIAM P. (Lt. Col.) 

GARDNER, W, S. (Capt.& Mrs.). 

GARRETT, A, C. 

GOLDBERG, A. (Mr.,Mrs.,& Son) . 

HALLAN {illegible) 

HALLER, M. (Mrs.) 

HALLER, ROBERT 

HANLON, C. L. (Dr. 

HARLON, C. L, (Dr. 

HARLOW 9 JEANETTE 

HARTMAN, BOB 

HARTWIG, GILBERT 

FRANK 

& Family). 

& Family). . 0 . 

HEAD 1 (illegible) ROBERT (Mr.& Mrs.) 

HEIM, PAUL M •..... 

HELPRIN, LOUIS (Mr.& Mrs.). 

HICKS, CARL F. (Mr.& Mrs.) ... 

HIGGINS, (FNU) 

HILL, LEWIS (Mr.& Mrs.) 

HINEC, N, (illegible)R. 
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MATHEWS, R. C. JR. (Mr. & Mrs.). 

MAYNARD, WESLEY (Mr.& Mrs.). 

MC DONALD, R. (Mr.& Mrs.) .. 
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PARISH, JOE. 

PELHAMJ L.B. (illegible) 
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PLETCHER, WALDORF (Mr.& Mrs.) 

POLASKY, GERSON 

POSTLETHWAIT, G, 

PRIESTER, V. D,, (Mr, & Mrs.). 

PRUETJ JAMES 
RRUE'r, JIM 

QUINN, H. R. 

RAWSON 1 MICHAEL 

RECTOR, ESTER . 

REED, J. S. (Mr.& Mrs.) 

RHEINHART, G. H. 

RICHMAN 1 WILLIAM (Mr.&Mrs.) 

RICKER 1 THOMAS, ..... . 

ROBERTS, GARY D. (Mr.& Mrs.). 

ROBISON, GARY A. (Mr.& Mrs.). 
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SALTZMAN, D. (Mr.& Mrs.) 

SCHNAARS, ALBERT (Mr.& Mrs.) . 
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SHAPIRO, M. M. (Mr.& Mrs.) . 
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FD-3~ (R'ev. ~-22-64) • • • I 
I 

FBI 

Date: 11/22/68 

I r 
I 

• I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------------------------<'! 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via ---=A=I=RT=E=L __ _ AIRMAIL 1 

(P .. ) I 
n~~ I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

' \' TO • • DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P) 

ReBuairtel, 11/14/68, and Birmingham teletype 
11/20/68. 

Attached for information of the Bureau are four 
copies of FD-302 reflecting location of guest registration 
card for JOHN L. RAYNS at Granada Hotel, Birmingham, on 
date 8/26/67. Five copies of this FD-302 are forwarded, 
to Memphis, and one each to interested offices. 

Two copies of an insert are attached for the 
Bureau and five copies for Memphis regarding a previous 
search of the records at the Granada Hotel for the period 
10/23-31/67, inclusive, which resulted negatively and was 
based upon Bureau telephone call, 11/9/68. 

Two copies of legible handWlitten list of regis­
tration cards at the Granada Hotel are being furnished 
Memphis in response to reBuairtel, 11/14/68, in order that 
the names thereon may be compared with lists submitted 
by the Mobile, New O~leans and, possibly, San Antonio 

visions• EN~hSURE 
, Bureau (Enc. 6) / . J 1)!,l . 

Memphis (Enc. 12) (44-uiX~l03 '-V'0'.t" f'I'\ 
1 Mobile (Enc. 1) -r!/,_/ /./ _? / l 1 . 1, ,.· , ~i '

1
b 

~ _ ::: ~!:::~ ~:::: , ~~'·. REC-9- I L .... < .:_~I.....:._ ~1t1 ( J ,v ~ . 
1 - St. Louis (Enc. 1) itr-\ \"i 22 NiJv,.2J • 0.t(\l2~ 1,( 
2 Birmingham ¥rJ• .; : . · u 1968 It , , 
HAS:mfl . - i_.' · , --- ---.'. 
(11) ' ,. . -

Approved: -----=-+-<-----­
Special .Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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.$.,;,'- __ ~_:·\fr t Cf 1::::t ~). .. ·1-:.1~-~-:-,:· _.-_~ ri1.a·~i"'fUU !1{~{.r r b~:,;:.sc; 
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,-·: ,: i:.~ ,;j hr ho·u~r1mo:J ed v.sm r1ns-r.u!fJ· :,.o,:·,,-:rt 01fJ 

().~:,,.:,(:' ['.f;~; .... -~-'.1:r-~coq ,bn.r .. ~Hfi9[•:u Wf)v'l (F:f.tdni~ ~nu v(f 
• f;;.toi:~.tv il? 
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FI'.•302 (Rev.•4-15-64) 

, ..... 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date November 22, 1968 

Mr. CHARLIE TRONCALE, owner-manager, Granada 
Hotel, 2230 Fourth Avenue, North, made available the guest 
registration cards for his hotel during the period 
August 22 - 28, 1967, inclusive. A review of these cards 
resulted in tht\.Jocation of guest registration No. 9022 
for one JOHN L. \RAYNS, residence 1825 Lafayette St., St. Louis, f\L 1: 

Mo., who checked\in at 9:05 a.m. on Saturday, August 26, 1967, 
and was assigned to Room 210 by Desk Clerk ADRIAN M. KOONCE 
at a rate of $4. 50 ;· No record was maintained as to the 
time of checkout or method of travel. The card reflected 
the guest had luggage. The original of this card has been 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory at Washington, D. c., for 
appropriate handwriting comparison. 

A record was obtained of the names and addresses 
(where recorded) of the approximately 150 guests, other 
than permanent residents, during the period for which the 
cards were reviewed and two copies of the list are being 
transmitted to the Memphis FBI Office. No guest card was 
observed for any "RAOUL" or similar name during the period 
involvedo 

Upon observing the guest registration card of 
RAYNS, Mr. ADRIAN M. KOONCE identified his initials as 
having roomed RAYNS, but stated that due to the elapsed 
time he had no independent recollection of him. He stated 
he had previously been exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY and was unable to identify that individual. 

No further information was obtainable from 
Mr. KOONCE or other personne 1 of the Granada Hote 1 •. 

00 11/20-21/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File#_B~H_4..,...4~--1~7~4~0~-----­
ME 44-1987 

by_........_ __ S_A __ H_E_NR_Y_A_._S_N_O_W_:_m_f_l _________ Date dictated ___ l_l_/_2_2_/_6_8 ___ _ 

Thi• document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of lhe FBI. II is lhe properly of the FBI ond Is loaned lo your agency: 
II and ils con ten ls are nal la be dislribuled outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date November 22, 1968 

Mr. CHARLIE TRONCALE, owner-manager, Granada 
Hotel, 2230 Fourth Avenue, North, made available the guest 
registration cards for his hotel during the period 
August 22 - 28, 1967, inclusive. A review of these cards 
resulted in the location of guest registration No. 9022 
for one JOHN L. RAYNS, residence 1825 Lafayette St., St~ Louis, 
Mo., who checked in at 9:05 a.m. on Saturday, August 26, 1967, 
and was assigned to Room 210 by Desk Clerk ADRIAN M. KOONCE 
at a rate of $4.50. No record was maintained as to the 
time of checkout or method of travel. The card reflected 
the guest had luggage. The original of this card has been 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory at Washington, D. C., for 
appropriate handwriting comparison. 

A record was obtained of the names and addresses 
(where recorded) of the approximately 150 guests, other 
than permanent residents, during the period for which the 
cards were reviewed and two copies of the list are being 
transmitted to the Memphis FBI Office. No guest card was 
observed for any "RAOUL" or similar name during the period 
involvedo 

Upon observing the guest registration card of 
RAYNS, Mr. ADRIAN M. KOONCE identified his initials as 
having roomed RAYNS, but stated that due to the elapsed 
time he had no independent recollection of him. He stated 
he had previously been exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY and was unable to identify that individual. 

No further information was obtainable from 
Mr. KOONCE or other personnel of the Granada Hotel~ 

onll/20-21/68 at Birmingham, Alabama BH 44-1740 
Fi le #---=M-=E=--4..,...4T"" _ _,,l"""9""8,...,7=--------

by __ ~S_A_H_E_N_T_R_Y_A_._S_N_O_W_:_m_f_l _________ Date dictated ___ 1_1_/_2_2_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

II and its contents are not la be distributed outside your agency. 
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• , FO"'J02 (Rev.•4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date November 22, 1968 

Mr. CHARLIE TRONCALE, owner-manager, Granada 
Hotel, 2230 Fourth Avenue, North, made available the guest 
registration cards for his hotel during the period 
August 22 - 28, 1967, inclusive. A review of these cards 
resulted in the location of guest registration No. 9022 
for one JOHN L. RAYNS, residence 1825 Lafayette St., St. Louis, 
Mo., who checked in at 9:05 a.m. on Saturday, August 26, 1967, 
and was assigned to Room 210 by Desk Clerk ADRIAN M. KOONCE 
at a rate of $4.50. No record was maintained as to the 
time of checkout or method of travel. The card reflected 
the guest had luggage. The original of this card has been 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory at Washington, D. c., for 
appropriate handwriting comparison. 

A record was obtained of the names and addresses 
(where recorded) of the approximately 150 guests, other 
than permanent residents, during the period for which the 
cards were reviewed and two copies of the list are being 
transmitted to the Memphis FBI Office. No guest card was 
observed for any "RAOUL" or similar name during the period 
involvedo 

Upon observing the guest registration card of 
RAYNS, Mr. ADRIAN M. KOONCE identified his initials as 
having roomed RAYNS, but stated that due to the elapsed 
time he had no independent recollection of him. He stated 
he had previously been exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY and was unable to identify that individual. 

No further information was obtainable from 
Mr. KOONCE or other personnel of the Granada Hotel~ 

00 11/20-21/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File #---=B-=H=--4 .... 4 .... -_,l:--,7..-4x-O=-------­
ME 44-1987 

by-____ SA __ H_E_N_R_Y_A-=•:.__S_N_O_W_: m_f_l ________ Date dictated ___ 1_1_;/_;2_2_/_6_8 __ _ 

This document contain. neither recommendalioru nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 

II and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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BH 44-1740 
ME 44-1987 

• • 
. HAS:mfl 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA NEIL G. MARTIN on November 9, 1968: 

At the request of the Bureau, a personal exami­
nation was conducted of the guest registration entry book 
of the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth Avenue, North, Birmingham, 
Alabama, from October 23 - October 31, 1967, for the name 
JOHN L. RAYNES, JAMES EARL RAY, and all other known aliases 
of subject RAY, with negative results. 

The following employees were displayed photographs 
of subject and were interviewed regarding his possible visit 
on October 25, 1967, with negative results: 

FRANKL. PHILLIP 
Night Desk Clerk 
1129 Gadsden Highway 

A. M. KOONCE 
Relief Day Desk Clerk, resides at hotel 

On November 12, 1968, the following individuals 
were likewise interviewed: 

Mr. CHARLIE TRONCALE 
Manager and owner 
19 Norwood Boulevard 

O. C. SMITH 
Regular Day Desk Clerk 
1300 North 22nd Street 

Mrso CATHERINE MONTGOMERY 
Hotel Maid 
1712 Avenue T, Ensley 

ELMORE STUDAMIRE 
Hotel Bellhop 
214 Ninth Court, West 

It is noted, per Mro TRONCALE, that these are the 
only employees of the hotel who were employed there during 
the pertinent period. 
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