SF 173-65
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He advised the name "ALICIA GRAY" meant nothing to
him. He advised he could not recall a hostess by that name
and stated if she had ever worked for him, it should show up
in his business records.

He advised he did not know anyone by the name "RAUL"
or "RAOUL" and stated he knew of no patron who might have been
deported.

CHASE stated STAN TOTARO was his accountant.

STAN TOTARO, Accountant, 1372 Ninth Avenue, San Francisco,
California, telephone number 661-7969, advised on December 17, 1968,
he would check CHASE's records for "ALICIA GRAY."

On December 18, 1968, TOTARO advised one ALICIA GRAY was
employed by CHASE from February 1, 1966, to March 15, 1966, as a
waitress. TOTARO stated ALICIA GRAY's Social Security Number was
reported as|  Jand her local residence as 684 Ellis Street,
Apartment 522, San Francisco, California.

DELBERT W, CHASE on December 18, 1968, advised he still
could not recall any employee named ALICIA GRAY and further advised
he knew no one named. "RAUL" or "RAOUL."

It is being left to the discretion of the Memphis Office
to decide the desirability of a further interview of ALICIA GRAY

to determine if she possesses any additional information regarding
"RAUL" or "RAOUL" which could lead to his identification.
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FD;6 (F_. 7. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 12/20/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Viu A IRTEL

" (Priority)
e e e e e e e e e e e )
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
MURKIN
e vpeeT

(00: Memphis)

Enclosed for the Bureau are 3 copies of an order
entered 12/18/68 before Judge W, PRESTON BATTLE which order
appoints the Public Defender of Shelby County to represent
the subject, JAMES EARL RAY,
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHE!BY COUNTY TENNESSEE
Division .

TATE OF TENNESSEE : o A }
. . . N, b5 ST

.,QMF/ ?c?y L

D"FENDANT

ORDER APPOINTING THE PUBLIC DEFENDER
OF SHELBY COUNTY TO REPRESENT DEFENDANT
Be it remembered that the Court é;s inquired of above defendant «. :o
represeatation by counsel of own choice and employment, and the Court ascer-
tained that the defendant is financially unable to employ counsel, and that it
is Iincumbent upon the Court to appoint counsel to represent said defendart.

And the Court is, therefore, of the opinion that the Public Defender

-should be ordered to represent above named defendant.

IT IS ACCORDINGLY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the public De-

feuder be and is ordered, either personally or through his deputy, to represeat

%..Yendant in above captioned cause.,

Enter this /ﬂ'{ day of ‘.DQOQ/YIJL”V",‘ 19657

. d /]

. W s 13‘ A -
JUDGE
CRIMINAL COURT, Divis:ion-ZZl—
SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

," /

f,n/ /é’y(/& P o

I
Jirl ol -4 U;—f ENDER
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’ . T — Mr. Casper....___ o
T Mr. Callahan
Mr. Corrad ...
Fel :I Ry, Teit
12/18/68 o

Transmit the following in

Via

o~ 1’/\

~ Date:

. i IR E)
: YV\\ :3 Tele. Roem . _

{ Tfpc in plaintext or code)

“nm o Muss Loiues
. (Pnomy) . :Lihss (mndy e
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) | i

FROM:  SAC, WPO (44-703) (RUC)

~RK |
Enclesed for the Bureau and Memphis is one Xerex ceo

A each of a document entitled "A Punk Without The eo--euons,
’ by ROBERT EARL BARNES, ,

" The enclesure wis made available to WFO by AUSA BARGLD
Jo. SULLIVAN on 12/16/68, whe received it frem BARNES, whe is

teen years for burglary,

' For :lnfomtioa of Memphis, m is a Mm

8t, Leuis-Washington, D.C., (WDC), area burglar whese testimeny
in both jurisdictiens resulted 1n convictions of eivilians and
pelice officers in connectien with his widespread burglary
activities, He served time in the Missocuri State Pesrittentiary,
allegedly during part of time JAMES EARL BAY was there., HNe has
furnished both reum §M unreliable 1nfomtion to the EBI
in past, .

/V/L/, 3580/ - 5477 -

. BARNES is still of interest to news,ﬁ!‘fa WBC area,
und in view of this enclosure being sumed for informattien,

&NC&UM |

currently confined to t:he Maryland State Penitenmtiary for ﬁﬂ;za

- Bureau (hc. ....--—-‘h--
2 - W0 s (e, D M B?““‘%‘éc%m
(1-137-3677) LB - P
RTM:gbk 8% 3‘5“09 . ¥ECD - CIA BICHL?
¢)) ‘
o4IA03 Ty~
pproved: e Sent . M  Per N “ .}j} |
Specisl Agent in Charge 5 W

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/\\“

S ) _\ P NG
: 4. T /// o & N
P J: — - . P ~ | a»as)yz “aeni 5o
P ’
‘T\.__.M
| : 1813
), L 0\ 83\BINSI :ema
l[ i e , ; - ni priwollol ods timanpiT
| ¢ {shod 10 dxsininlqg ni aqT) .
: _ JATATIA otV
| badtondy
________ e e e e e e
' (1388€-a8) 189 SOTOEAIA :0T
"\f\ (OUS1) (EOT-A8) OTW ,DAZ MDY
UIIAUM

vgo2 xo01eX sno 2l esldqmel bas vssIvd ed3 30 bezolond
".enotisemod afdT IvodiiVW snud A" belslins Insmusob s Yo doss
LAMAAE IRAT THEAOH vd

QIOSAH A2UA vd OUW o3 sldsllsvs obsm esw syuzoldns sdl

el ofdw 2AMIAAS mo1} 31 bevisoex odw 83\3I\SI mo MAVILIUZ .U
‘93311 101 t:s&:ns:lneq 93832 bnslyisM sd3 o3 benilnoo vwiinsxIvd
IslgTd Y0 2usEY neel

spoltodon s 2l 2AMAAE ,2irdqmeM o meiissyoinl T0%
- xnomiised ezodw rsigtvd sexs (OAW) 0.4 nodgnidesW-etvol .32
bns enstlivis 3o znolistvnoo ni bessfvesy znolisitbeliut dlod ni
Yzslgtvd bsstqesbiw 2id dilw nol3zssanod nt evesillo ssiloq
1slinedined o3s832 iyvozeiM ady nlt smiy beviez oH ,2aliiviios
end ol .evady 2sw YA JSAT 2IMAL smis Yo 33aq gnitub wibsgells
181 orly 03 nol3ismyoinl sldsilsinu bns 1lsx d3od berlelmiv}
SN E&;- +328q al

2915 OQW  sibsm 2wsn 03 Jesxsint Yo [Ilte 21 SAWAAL
.notiamroinl 10} betilmduz gniled esruzolone elid’ Yo welv al bas

J Y -
b -
h’-"»"‘u;_,i

— u .oui) eyl - €,

som og of M Os 9 M—!m (I ,ond) zidqmeM -

oW - S
- ?T_ Isﬂ / o (YY3E-\EL-1)
\ fets I L sdg :MTH
\\A,_’l \}«kd o \ ~ O\ )
Y | W ENAC D E
. ﬂ . 199 M 1695 :bevoiqgA

.{Jllﬁtl - - awﬂMDtu:msaR;aﬁmm&

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Co o ! :  - " A PUNX WITHCUT THE CONRECTIORS-

? ~i: ‘ "i | 4 B Fillions of words have been writen about the ‘emall time .

E~ .“.4 L eountry boy who grew into a emall ‘tize hoodlum,Jawes Eerl Ray,

R -~ after the eensaleas slaying of Hartia Iuther King. Vany of the
g\uords writen about ‘this individual have been distorted to cuch

an extent that tbey tend to’picture James Earl Bay as_a.ﬁig_t;me
5perator within the criminal underworld with couﬁile#s unésrﬁdrléﬁ .
connections.whan one hears’ the naﬁe Jémes_zgr; Ra&,{wo fhoﬁ;hté
autpmaticaxly appeer within one's mind,that Jamee Farl fay ic
the ae{assin of the Nesro lecder,and that he is a eééa?e éft&e&t

vwho w?ile on eseape from the Missourt “tate Denitantiar; conzpired

vith others,unwuown to aasaﬂainate tha Vearo le der.

v
~ -

While 1t is- actual that Ray was ak escaped convict,he was

'Jf"far froz belng nnother Willle. Suttbno$ﬂ5 it 13~f3t“°us X0 believe

| 3jtnat such on in’initesimal hooglum with tnfinitesimal’ 1dea £R

aould have noasassea the connections ta becc“e f hi*eo»kil’er

T gor othera.

The Pbov34 stptsgent however daasn't san that Ray wasn®t

el canable of muréer as ho was,but he.wagn't copatle of other s

| : 1 2yl vthe confiéence or trust in him- %0 carry out such a. .
Eon AR | asigument as assa»sinatins Xinge. While 1t 19 enimzatic to many
S bowwﬁay»arter~tbe assae inatlon was able ‘0 elu&e the F.B I.,»ad
- = - other law offlcals by travalirg all over the ”ountry,it 18 .
| ;erronecus to velieve that undsrwsrld BOUrces aiéeu him 1n kisjﬂh

f1*~a +I. 527 this because he madae to uany gtops 1.. to "qny

15 | diffarsat.

l«‘:; .

laces,and a1dn't have any :omef to spgik ﬂ“cut vhile A
he wne in‘flivh . Ray would have beﬂn 2 'hireé kilier, he qulé‘

‘hQVé had plenty of money,and uould nat uwve been traveling all

R s "'%45 ; P
-m~vw¥zgrahv.

wes o it“ve,nc h*bkéﬁnﬁéétians'wéﬁiﬁ have seen to it thot he uwos

- - Ay . et i N . ) : -
rapldly ‘earted ,,t of tha oountry,ind concezlsd oomeplines,probadbly

ST ¢
i -

Lo RS 8 T ot g coode T &R P 4 X

Ve T & Ta gy ode e owom s RN P g e

T o MEREE NN & 20 RS A ? - em Wi PPrE

s . . . =
suall tize,end AL possibley hired to alay ing,could not have

. * E < N - - o e e - - :
been trusted altsr the zlaylng, S e
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y
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i
[
|
|
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Page Twav' o .
hithin the uraerworld of cri*e thers 18 & lad“er.Althgabh 12 is
_an invisible ladder to the eyes Of the ethical,to the unsthicsl

1t'a menay rungs aro trensparent,and the criminal ele:ent con- i
' etantxy strive. to c’iub ‘higher upon each rung. As the criminal vv
eteps hiaher.he 19 ﬂreeted by mcra 1mportant crlminalq with COfe
nectiens and these connectiona are extremely 1mportant to the
climbing erizinal regardless if he is a Burglar, "Contract" man,
“Pistol #an,”Booster“,anﬂ 890 forth. | ‘ o |
Ninetoen years ag0 in 1949 Qay comﬁenceﬁ hiz climb upon the
vl#ﬁﬁer vhea in Los Angeles,Californla he stole himself & pistol
and etuck up & cateteria.He was oaught outside with less than ,
fifty dollars he had taxen at gun point.He served a enall hitch 1n
the County Jail for this first ofrense,and when released he de- :

e 1036 that hs would etill reaain 1n the world of erime but Tow- ‘,_g;

o main in 1t doing somethine less bola than sticking & pistol in

e | acaecns's face, Ee wall ted lato a iiicgliégkﬁdwgzaugd and
o that only a man waa 1nsids.‘ ‘ ) '
the scattered dezi 151169 the office 30 Hay reachna over and «na‘che:
ona and raced out the 6oor with 1t under biz erm.The men inside
the office witnezsed Ray extract the typewriter,but couldn't
catch the bandit as he raced doun the strest vith 1t,but he did
the next best thing,hs cauzht Ray's Army Diseharge Pa er’s ag _’1

they fell out of his back pocket,snd Ray was arrested a fag éay5 
later e2nd sentenced to & few months in the county Jail for petty
larceny.fhis>time in jail he c¢ouldn't bfag to ths other eons '
that he was ineide for using a "plece”,s0 he kspt quist abéut'the
19rceny antch,eerveﬂ his time,ond declded thxt 1% waz about tiwe

that-he trie\ his duel 52111 1in other anrta of the countrye

S

[*1)
[ad
Y

%,

He veled Dbuox to Illinocls st=yed gre for a Jey

»

¥

énys uﬁtil he cot himsslf'anothar pistal,t.en deci‘eé toimake 2
- "Pic Zeore". e cbulﬁn't make up hi”./iﬂi Sue at to,or or who to
nob‘sc he.hireﬁ'r., elf a Nb to loox the Winay cf g;oqer.?he
| .éemcry of the LA. robbt ery muqt have nrnitrste his Q:ai#,anﬁ he

decidad  that he would not taze a chanee of roboing. suothsy

) f e  “ ST o ] ) . : T

S i
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.. Page Three o el b
b& ginesa est?blishrent fcr feayr of recieving reaults duplicate'.a
to tt.at hs recieve& in L.ﬁ.,SO he robhed the cab driver of abgugy_a~
fiftaen uolfara.after the eatbie turnzd the "Big ﬁéore”‘cver
to Ray,the bandit raced from the cab,snd shot down e alley in orde

to make his 5etaway,but7tha’igauagicious "2istol ¥an" ren fnto a

- &eadend alley;aﬁg was'rgpidly aprrehended by the cﬁicago Polices -
~ This tize Ray was found guilty end sentenced to the “Bia-?ouse‘

It was his f;rst'time at serving = prison sentence.ané he aerveﬂ
two yéars.ﬁhsu he was ralessed 1n;ﬁarch.of 195§ he decided that

the gun nethod of making.éoney tha easy wey wasn't so easy;and thst
he would try to be & burglar.is was ﬁtiii thinking small 4n thé .
way of criminal mcts and five months after his‘releaée,he tried
to burglarize‘a qleanera by xicking iﬁ‘the front ﬁlata gless
window,Naturally the falling glass mede Quite a hoiee,anﬁ half of

the Alton ,Illinois Police Depértment-arraeved at the scene,and

arreated the hapleae Ray.ﬁe was rapidly qentenced back to the g

. "Iron Castle™ whera he could th&nk absut what nro;easion within
the underworlﬂ that he WO ld be ke

it nt rdbheg,,g rai}grg at sta&liug psany ants¢abjeeta,and -3 failunz

at bur»lary. ,
< while serving hic second bitch‘lb the "JoinT" he was intro-
duced to a small tize "Daner Hunser 'sand when they wers ree.

lezsed he declded that he would try the forzery ”bit”.but ke aoen

" disccversd that the goverment didn't eporeciate him pasgiug

forged, monay orders when he was arrested with bis contednrate
and sgntenced to four yesnra in Leavenworth. | v
Ray was thirty yesrs old when he waa released from Leaven-

worth.He had béen‘icside,threa venitentlaries,and ‘served a few

,.Jall'sentencea in that thirty yecrs and hadu'tl'etolab two hundred

éallers,%hile he-ete;;eﬁ ucon that first runz of>€he la2ier cf'

crline nearly tea - years befors,he was atill whers h;‘i*é c:;'encﬂé

tea years before. Fe wag not ‘the type 0’ 1n-1v15ua1 vhs would

‘even think of woriing for more then a few ronths pt é‘tiﬁs,guu

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- money orders, He deciéed thnt he wae-goigg tobg s "Piatol ﬁan", ‘

the firat cornor.The "wWheelman sesing

P&ee. Four SRR ' - e

‘when he was relessed from Leavemworth he decided that he would

“now,:hit the biz tize.There- woulbhft be'anymore ead driver

robbetles for him,no moré~stﬁaling nicke1}ana dirme objects from

dountown office bﬂildings,aud~aepecially.no‘mare p3931ng'phggey5

as even trou h he had been "Buated" twice for 1t;he belie§95 t:_,i
Ke could do it better than anything elsg that he had at*emptod 1n
the past ten yeara. ’ v
- After being releaaed frem Léavénwovth Ray Jou*nied to the
how- e-utate" and commltted 8 arﬂmed robbery, It wss the largest
"Seore® that he haa zade in his ten yeor oriminal carreer,about |
eizht hundred dollers.«hen Ray coxrited a robbery,ha went in the .
piace lixs “Gan;bustera”,and caéehout like “Géncbuatérs".He be=-

lieved in practieing the philosophy ," *errify the victinms first

‘80 that they'll freeze in their tracks, then. yon'11 have them ¥

" under contral.

stortly after the sight huniges

confeéerate éecideﬁ thﬁi

{Iii'néia
would be & good spot to make a big “ait“ at.Ray was the pistolrman

busy superuar

- and shouted to all the custorers that. he woula kill thez if they

moved a muscle .His partner grabbed téofhgnésfal of cash total-
ing § 2,200.00,2a3 raced for the étolen“éar"Settidg cutside the s
stors with Ray a shadow on hls hee1~.,h; money gradbt er gwitchad to
the role of 2 "Whes:lman",and the imauspicious Rey etill feelin;?:
the nest of butterflies floeting around 1osids his atonsch *or@ct

to5 shut hia'side of the ecar Joor ana fell out as the ecar turnadf

mﬂ

1s partnaf “zgaporate”
becrme exclited 2nd snached the stolen ear into 2 tres. Some-how
e 1"”“":’ E:?;;Y‘G:’:-‘:*;S*Eiﬁﬂ,ﬁﬂﬁ re‘.u*’r«*" to St. Touls 2 month

later in Tctcber;lgﬁ?.ﬁé waliced intd aadther coracr supernariet,
flashed "hi:z plstol,screazxzed his 5ezané for all the money,and

- . v . - .
was ziven lecz thsn two ¥u rad 5cllars.na was becoilang szmarter

iz hi: naw'trﬁée as this time he used =& stolen car to maks hig

got-a-way,2né then switched to his own cor, Eis. own car wac

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| :ff/, | L , . l.h_
; Poge Five | '
witnes:eﬁ bty o pacser bye 8g the switch wes made,ana nay wes ‘q

cuiczly ar“e"teﬁ later on tnat _week.Ha went to tr191 1n%"t;f%‘:f
 Loui for this rob*ery and wag oconvicted and sentenced to his Iond-v
ast prison sentence,twenty years.in the 4iasour1 utate *enitentiarg
| As the Judge pronaunced the huge aentence upen the banuit, %
ﬁay mhizt have' thaught‘ to himselr,“I can't do that much time“.aﬁ :
when the Deputy Sheriff started to take hinm back to the coll

block behind the courtroam,?ay smashed the ﬂheriff against the

. A

cell éoar and broxe away from hin,. Inai e the enall corridor be— :

hinﬁ t.e courtroon was a steel mash fence that climbeé to the

tog of/ the ceilina.Ray ran for the fence,and seeing that he could
not clicb over 1t,turned and racsd for ths elevator. “hen he tried

“to open the door he was amazed to see that 4t wes the type thet

-, Wae es sential for a key to be 1neerted inside 1t 1n ‘order for the

*doars to cyen.Fe was as*rehsnﬁed on the spot.It was hia t&rst “’f 
attemgt at e*caning,but far from his last. S Y

¥hen Hny Arrieveﬁ nt tb gourl State Pen*t

1959 he was incarcera
the United Statas of America.?hraa ye¢rs berore he was convicted
and sentenceé to "Jers City sthe two thouaanﬁ convicts confined
bghingd th % twenty~-five foot hizh grsy priaon walle rabelled
© against the Warden aud brutal guards,and rioteﬁ,distroying the -
ag-plant,the Chureh,Xovis, School,and the panta an& shirt ractories :
Py the time that Ray was printea and numbered 155163 the o
walls,a new warden by the naze of lNash had taken contol of tne
prizen end his nain cahceén was to make a profit out of hié role |
gz the ¥Warden. When lash wes thé ¥arden aaythlng could bte pur 'v( 3
chased inszide the ”"alla2,even 8 mans life, 11fg ¢ome cheap ine- ‘; ‘ :
eida the nrison in those éaya.une convict could have another |
giatbad in ths tack for a2 little ns Tiftsen pacza of eizarstics,
snd :n‘tha single yerr of 1260,more than one hundred fifty conviets
wara étﬁb&s& by cther cona, &hile a fou wefe k1i1aé.C$l1 ahnnzag,
alonz with job ch3n~ea coul& bs purcs:scu inzide tbé prisﬁﬂ,&nd

anyone who possaised tbe sli*htest canraction“ '&né woney di4

BT
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_abadlutely as they pleased.
'%hile Ray couldn‘t ﬁake it very many efe?s up the 1adéér of
“Crize" in the “Free-world”,hia fufinitesincal,snd homosezal'%ays *'ﬂ
kept hin ;ram being anythina cther than a "Hoosler" at “Jeff CIhr
A "Hoosier" 1uﬂide the "walla" of ”Jerf 01ty wes & ca1viet who
other "Cons" used to 80 their airty work ,and p21d to keap their e
_contraband for them.Some of these “Hooslers” washed the otherf‘;yl
eons  dirty eocsg,cleaned the other cons cells;and aid -anytking {
in order to make a pack of smoxe3., While Ray was serving his '
time ot the prison he?had two fhings on his mind,escapirg,and
homosexuality.When he waan't engaging in perverted acts 1n J.ana\
X, Dinningroom,he was aseociéfing with otber so-called ”Posaiers“\

the usjority who Were homoaexala 1n feeble attemnts at escaping.;

- Ray - wcraeé in J.2nd 4, Dinningracm,and uorked for a nickal 8
day,seven days a wea&.?o conviet 1nzido the peniteatiary hanteu
to lador in the Dinaing - .. _

lytuaan't able to make any extra money ;or’themsalvea but any con-
viet vho had the price,of twenty dollsrs could get,that iec buy
a Job chenge without eny sroﬁlems,but'ﬁay worked in the Tinning-
rooz for almost ' four years when he wasn't im "E-Hall"(3olitery
Canfinsment),ané he warkes there becauae he was a uobaay.ana ,
" a nobody behind crisou walls 1s about the lawest type af convict
that exist. _ : o G
¥hile Hay claims thst on hia onlj sucecsasful eScéﬁevthAt'
he went-over-thao-wall,thia 1z not trus,and not true becauss 1t
youlé'have been virtually inpossible to g§'o§er the wall et the -
point he states hs weunt over it at,nt the Tunnel ﬁate; It is mj -
mrrzonnl belisf that Eay went thrsuch tta‘wsll Ine 2?535 trunl,

= i~ P - N K o = - oy oot
and not over i1t ss he soys.The  point whers he says he Cvaporsted

tre cato,tut befors you can reach thoms w0 gun fouers,you hevo
to be 4in the open yard aarraunﬁinz the beck  kitchen docks for
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Page’ Seven e ‘: T
' approximately two hundred feat in gll *1r;ctiau and there[‘
13'a cornor'gun towe*‘tbat has "to ses anyone walaing in any

- diréction before he could _get tb the tunnal tOuers.Tbere in

- IO S e BRI &

‘8leo another gun tower locateﬂ at the front s1de of the Sﬁ%&s7 7£“
that has a elear view of any one moving in any direction up to -
& hundred square feat, The nrison guarda use the whistle
systex while stationed a2t the towers.sﬂch rirteen minutes the o
gusxd on the tower nust blow o whist1;:anﬁ wave a white flag to
the followlng gun tower suard,who in return duplientes the other
guards sctiong.ly the time the first gun tower guanﬁ has finiehed‘
giving the all-claar eign,an& returns 1naide the four by four |
foot tower,the other guard 48 just commancing to blow hia_
uhistla, 1nd when he 1s finishaé the first nuaré haa alreaﬁy re-
aeated bimself,anﬁ has elear view or the surroundlngs.gven ir |
both of tbe two wall zun towers guaraa fall into 8 eoma,qu

could not have eacqnea over tha wail because of the other two

;tun“el zZun tower 5uarésnunl'

i ‘*‘a"i“

 at the’ saxe time,ana'it 12 very aaubtful that this

eculd have .
happened. : _ _ :
¥hile Ray statea ‘that he .sent over the wall I dont t Know,

i ¥aybe it sounda more excitinﬁ to hin to say,I uent over ths wall
and not t“rou—h it, but at any event,zoing thraush the wall vag
‘quiet a feat,snd took a lot of luck,ns the trucks are shaken R
down three tizes before they are glidwed through the tunn e1 ﬁate.

¥han Zay says he was planning his esca?a that he éold his
- eonzissary boska to other. inzates for cach voney in order to
accunulats thres hundred dollars in cnsh it woulad have tagen

hin two full years if he érew fifteen dollars a zonth, (Whichis

A1l 4tn =onar the eonvicts aps 2ll Iowed  ¢o anend anch ronth) %o
cet oue hundred. eizhty dollaras in caﬁh,aa thhe ccuxzizsary books

sell ,for two dollars in bodis for one dollar in cach.Ray. has
2139 =tztal thet he won mouney glﬁyirg poxar,nnd that L:_:”?“J 8

porti on of thia in order to ccaaulate a uanaroll.w 57 dié pley
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pa&er,but he playeé in tbe penny ante games on the pricon fec-f» ;

reatﬁcn yard,and then never 1n ths bib games.Inaida the

corrupt pcnitentiary in 1959,aambling tables wers countless ;5
: the yard,and any convicthho possessed the funds either h*déan ” :
: somewhere inside his call,or on the prison books 1n the ma1n~ @_Qggé%

office could gamble all night long,seven niahts a week for six e

dollam a nicht.The eix dollars went to the “Screw who hapnened to

ba on duty at the cell block on that certain nicht but Ray was

never 1nv1ted to-these games because he was conzidered small :

time,n2nd not able to afford the three to five hundred dollar
! ’ '

lost'g per month that some of the “Cons" ‘often lost.The majorzty

|
i
A

of inpstes who “articinated ia these ganes wera men who worked B
leather,sold narcotlc's,and sold job and cell changes,not those ~

Iike Ray who lsbored for thirty five cents per week in the giorect
ainqlagrocm. | P L
X Ray also cleims that he apent the majorlty of his 1618
time reading about how to "Zvaporate" from the "Iron Gag ,and

the different ways =2nd ueana-to*itlain idenification curdsz,snd

doeumenits to use after"

matter is Ray spent most of his tine xaside REY. Eall(Soldtary- y'g
confinment)and epent 1t there bacause of feeble at&empts to es~ .. |
capa,anﬁ for acts of homosexunlity.Ray,the men who many believe . .
-posgessed enormous conﬂactiaas in order to avoi& ap~ rehencion whilef@
he was the most hunted man in the world,didn t avan,-pOsseae the -
,'cannégtlcns inside ?Jeff city“vto gather'thé falsekidanifiegfinﬂ"
that 1is sov essentinl for s ta§1tive to poasess_before he esa’
capes.If he would have aot bsen ‘cohsiééfed.a "Hoosler" by the

" "Cona™ in the know bshind the walls,he could hove goften any typs .
of idenificatlon that he wanted,as back in thoss daya driver's

license were =zold fgf five dollars aplecs, éocial.seeurity caraa’
sold for five Sollars saplsco,drait | carde sold for ten doallara k

~ each,and even blnnx chec&c could be purchased for a 601‘qr each
that ths canvicte printna up 103155 tae a*;eon ﬂrint ﬁhco.ln 12460
convicts at thevgriat ghop printeﬁ up so meny ten aollar cxunten

feit bills tkat “the F.B.I, had to stert a invesiization inside

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~ the ‘ penitentiary as the prison y;I:ze.t:a‘c!:ss“ ‘Wera accépting bribesAbf‘

Page  Nine ‘

~ phony money from the ”cons and paasirg the bills in the bonks

a

" of Jefferson City,so if Ray would not have been such & loner an

eon

'sma;l time tbief,plus the ract ha was an untrusted hcmoaexal,he_’“

could"have‘éotten.all the’i.D. that he would hgva  ever needed,
but Ray was Just not in on the know while he was incarcerated.
Such @ small time eriminal as James Earl Ray could never have

been involved in any conspiracy to éla& Hartin Luther Hing.it is

without qgueation that Ray was a thiel but heA'was never a leaéen:

and the so-called leaders whom he asébcisted‘withjinside the priéf

walls were like Ray himself,small time thieves and homosexals
who tock,{he first step np the 1adder*of‘cr1me but never mad 1t -

aboue the second step,thus their anly conrectiona wlthin the

“undarworld were connectiona smonst. thameelves.ana not worth auy

- thing.Ray,in the Tirst place eoul& never have bsen trusted to -

- ctmplets sunh a contract &s he wng a-failn*e ell b

poéaecseé a rupuiation fOr

and homosexals within the underwcrlﬁ are not considered mute 1n—

'dividuals.and thus wouldn't heve been trusted to kesp his mouth _

shut after the slaying.If Ray would hsve been 1nvolveé 1n a con-

'spiracj 19 nurdexr Kr,. Kin:,im*ediately after the murﬁer ocourre&

Ray would have been given a largs amount of money,an@ transgnrted

out of the country,but 1nstend he was travoling arounﬁ with
Just a small amount of maaey,ns clothing,and no friends to
tutn to in neéd,not even ouae who ¢ould get him =2 forged yaaéporf;
and oome I.D. R ) - »
Itvis notv:or me to eay that Rayvéidn't asaassinate Yartin
Iuther Tinzsss hz evuli hn 1wva  done it. 2 wns ecapabls  of suzh
an aét,bu: ne dién't coasp ire with others to do it,nnd was cot

Lired to do 1it.There are to mrny contract men within the

undo f?rlﬁ .ka eould have tz2ken earg ol such = job for anyone o

consider kiring a small time thief such as Ray to 20 1t.A i=n

who falled at everything he ever attempted doing.
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‘Page Ten

7 Ifr Ray did aasassinate fiﬂg,bs 844 it on his own,anﬂ for
‘reasons of his own,not for money,not for hire,not because of a
consplracy.but what ever reasons that he did 1it, if he d¢1d it,
hs after ninetean years of attempting to climb up ‘the laaéer, '
'finally reached tha top,but ‘he raached the top of tha lacéer of
| fools and he could never have moée it ona‘ gtep hiqher than he

.did by being anything other than a fool and the unetﬁical 60 nd

hire fools to pssassinate. /fﬁhﬁ_
| | Ty

j 3
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FBI

Date: 12/19/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

" (Priority) |

DIRECTOR, FBI  (44-38861)

A,J%nxs (44-1987) (P)
MURKIN

FROM :
SUBJECT:

Enclosed are original and one copy each of the
following newspaper articles:

Article captioned, "New Delay in Ray Trial Denied,"
which appeared in 12/18/68 edition of the Memphis
Press-Scimitar, Memphis, Tenn.;

Article captioned, "Public Counsel Tapped to Help
in Ray Defense," which appeared

A T

Spec. Dol

Sent

Mr.
Tele. Room...
Mls_§ Holmes_..___

in 12/19/68 ed}tion

of The Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tenn. = g
[y &
) : o ~
3 ~ g‘\l‘i\-“g“g - 9
439 Bupeau (Enc.-4) e =
1 - Meftbhis Q S
JCH:ME. .~ ] oy
(4) \1
Atrtel (3 00 t/
S S YY-2357¢) 64
Teletvne . BEC-p g 2t S RECORDED
Av._ "k B 7 20DEC21 198

. Casper_.__..
. Callahan__...
. Conrad.... ...
. Felt .

.GﬂemqﬁEZ
. Rosen_¥ —
. Sullivan__.____
. Tavel ... —
Trotter......... -

SUNURED—— S
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The 40-year old defendant
made a suiprise appearance
during the hour-long hearing
and was declared indigent
after the judge questioned
him briefly about his finan-
cial condition.

Ray told the court he had
no money or property avail-
able to help pay for his de-
fense.

PURPOSE

The hearing, punctuated
by clashes between Foreman
and Robert K. Dwyer, execu-
tive assistant attorney gen-
eral, was for the purpose of
Foreman letting the court
know if he could be ready for
trial by the March 3 date.

The Texas lawyer entered
the case Nov. 10, just two
days before Ray was to have
gone to trial in the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King in
Memphis on April 4.

Foreman today asked the

court for additional time to

get ready, but did not speci-
fy a trial date,
‘N!«IR;AQLE’

He said “it would be a
miracle” if he could be
ready by March 3. He said
he had worked “night and
day” on the case and that
there was no money whatev-
er for investigation expenses
or counsel. He said the state
had furnished him with a list
of 360 witnesses, of whom 90
to 95 were to be called to
testify.

Foreman said he is work-
ing by himself, although law
students of a “reputable uni-
versity” supervised by facul-
ty members had recently be-
gun to help him in the inves-
tigation. He did not identify
the school. -

EXPENSES

Foreman said he had in-
curred considerable “person-
al expenses” since taking
over from Arthur J. Hanes,
Ray’s former attorney, and
was prepared to stay in the
case without  compensation
if necessary.

Foremah told the court
Hanes had turned over the
results of his investigation to
him, but he obviously wasn’t

- impressed with the files. At

one point, referring to a
$9,000 bill presented by Ren-
fro Hays, a private investiga-
tor who had been employed
by Hanes, Foreman said his
work “wasn’t worth $90.”

In opposing Foreman’s
motion for a further delay,
Dwyer said the state had
been ready for trial on Nov.
12, in keeping with the
court’s previous instructions.
Under - Tennessee law, he
said, three days is sufficient
to make preparation for
trial. -~ +

5 MONTHS

Speaking loudly and with
some show of feeling, Dwyer
said the defense had been
given five months to pre-
pare, and added:

“Mr. Foreman is not start-
ing out cold on this case. He
is supposed to have the
fruits of the investigation
made by Mr. Hanes. I don’t
think justice should be
stalled because of Mr. Fore-
man’s custom to work
alone.”

The fiery prosecutor then
declared that ‘‘somebody is
trifling with this court. It
looks to me as if he (Fore-
man) has got a valuable as-
set of some kind in the eyes
of the news media.”

Dwyer said it was “almost
ludicrous” for Foreman to
tell the court that his client
was without funds.

TRAVELER

“From what I understand,
he is a world traveler and
has been living better thé1
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me and has one of the top
lawyers in the country.”
Atty. Gen. Phil Canale also
spoke briefly against Fore-
man’s motion, stating t!{at
his staff had prepared its
case in 20 working days. He
said Foreman had the ad-
vantage of the state’s wit-
nesses and evidence, and 'ghe
further advantage of being
able to confer with Ray,
which the state could not do.
When Foreman arose to
make his rebuttal, he said _he
wanted to reply to the “‘dig-
nified” remarks of Canale
before dealing with the ‘‘im-
passioned and oratorical”
statement of Dwyer.

REPLY

Dwyer interrupted
immediately, saying hotly:
“1 don’t know why he has to
engage in personalities. He
doesn’t like me, and maybe 1
don’t like him.”

Judge Battle reprimandt;d
Dwyer for being slow in ris-
ing to his feet when address-
ing the court. .

Foreman said the state
had the advantage of $1.4
million worth of investiga-
tion by the FBI and other
police ‘agencies. He said he
had contacted FBI director

J. Edgar Hoover three times .

after hearing there was an
FBI file on the case. He said
he had been told he would
get an immediate reply but
that was 10 days ago.
FBI GUARD
Foreman said the file was
reported ‘to reveal that the

FBI had guarded King for
almost two years prior to

April 4 to prevent his assas-

sination.’

«1f 1 had this available, I
might be ready,” said Fore-
man. He said “seedlings”
was .a more apt description
of Hanes files on the case
than “fruits.” '

SOUGHT AID

He said his predecessor’s
report was 54 pages long but
could have been reduced to
20 pages. He told Judge Bat-
tle he had made ‘‘an honest
effort” to associate a
Tennessee lawyer on the
case, spent three days call-
ing on five lawyers and four
of them “disqualified them-
selves.”

Foreman said he came
into the case because he
didn’t think Ray “should be
tried in the news media.” He
said Ray was about to go to
trial in November not be-
cause the case was ready
but “to meet the publication
date of a book, and that
alone.”

ROYALTIES

Said Foreman, “They were
willing to sell this man’s life
for some royalties and a pic-
ture.”

Battle observed that Ray’s
funds for his defense ended
with the dismissal of Hanes.
He said he understood that
Hanes was being paid by
William Bradford Huie, Ala-
bama author who has pub-
lished articlies in Look Mag-
azine on the Ray case.

Judge. Battle asked Ray:
“Do you have any money
or property to make avail-
able for the expenses of in-
vestigating this case:”

. “No sir,” said Ray.

Battle then directed Hugh
Stanton, public defender,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

who was seated in the court- .

room, to draw up anorder
appointing himself as co-
counsel. Battle told Stanton
to use as many of his assist-
ants as necessary to help
Foreman get ready for trial

March 3. The public defend-

er’s office has a staff of 16.
All but one are part-time.

THANKS

Foreman thanked the
judge for providing him with
legal assistance and said
Memphis has ‘‘one of the
three outstanding public de-
fender offices in this coyn-
try,” naming Los Angeles
and Miami as the other two.

Foreman later met with

jury commissioner Robert

Horne and requested several
records from Horne. As he
left he said he received the
information he sought but
declined to say what it was.




~—Press-Scimitar Staff Photo by James R. Reid

DEFENSE LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN
.- He_wag smiling after hearing, despite failure to get
Ray trial delayed longer.
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Public Defender
" Named to Aid
~ Percy Foreman

By ROY B. HAMILTON
and CLARK PORTEOUS
Press-Scimitar Staff Wrilers

Criminal Court Judge W.
Preston Battle today ordered
the James Earl Ray trial to
begin as scheduled on March
3 “if humanly possible,” and

"appointed the public defend-
er's office to assist famed

" Texas aftorney-Percy Fore-
man in Ray’s defense.
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The 40-year old defendant
made a surprisc appearance
during the hour-long hearing
and was declared indigent
after the judge questioned
him briefly about his finan-
cial condition. ~

Ray told the court he had
no money or property avail-
able to help pay for his de-
fense.

PURPOSE

The hearing, punctuated
by clashes between Foreman
and Robert K. Dwyer, execu-
tive assistant attorney gen-
eral, was for the purpose of
Foreman letting the court
know if he could be ready for

trial by the March 3 date.

The Texas lawyer entered

the case Nov. 10, just two

. days before Ray was to have

" gone to trial in the murder of
‘Dr. Martin Luther King in =~

. Memphis on April 4. -

. court for additional time to °

Foreman today asked the

get ready, but did not speci-

fy a trial date.

‘MIRACLE’

He said w‘h‘:i_i:“;v—gulcl be a
miracle” if he could be
ready by March 3. He said

he had worked “night and-

day” on the case and that
there was no money whatev-

- er for investigation expenses

-

7.

or counsel. He said the state

thad furnished him with a list
, of 360 witnesses, of whom 90 .

to 95 were to be called to
testify.

Foreman said he is work-
ing by himself, although law
students of a “reputable uni-
versity” supervised by facul-

", ty members had recently be-

gun to help him in the inves-

tigation. He did not identify.

the school. -
EXPENSES

Foreman said he had in-
curred considerable “person-

-+ al expenses” since takin
p g

over from Arthur J. Hanes,
Ray’s former attorney, and

. was prepared to stay in the
" case withnut__compensation

if necessary."

" trial.

+ think

_has been living

Foremar, - told _the court
Hanes had turned over the
results of his investigation to
him, but he obviously wasn’t

- impressed with the files. At

one point, referring to a
$9,000 bill presented by Ren-
fro Hays, a private investiga- -
tor who had been employed
by Hanes, Foreman said his
work “‘wasn’t worth $90.”
In opposing Foreman’s
motion for a further delay,
Dwyer said the state had
been ready for trial on Nov.
12, in keeping with the
‘court’s previous instructions.
Under - Tennessee law, he
said, three days is sufficient
to make preparation for
P . Ay

5 MONTHS

Speaking loudly and with
some show of feeling, Dwyer
said the defense had been
given five months to pre-

- pare, and added:

“Mr. Foreman is not start-
ing out cold on this case. He
is supposed to have the
fruits of the investigation
made by Mr. Hanes. I don’t
justice should be
stalled because of Mr. Fore-

- man’s custom to work

alone.”

‘The fiery prosecutor then
declared that “‘somebody is
trifling with this court. It
looks to me as if he (Fore-’
man) has got a valuable as-
set of some kind in the eyes
of the-news media.” S

Dwyer said it was “almost
ludicrous” for Foreman to

 tell the court that his client

was without funds.

TRAVELER .
“From what I understand, .
he is a world. traveler and
etter the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



me and has ope of the top

lawyers in the country.”
Atty. Gen. Phil Canale also
spoke briefly against Fore-
man’s motion, stating that
his staff had prepared its
case in 20 working days. He

said Foreman had the ad-

vantage of the state's wit-
nesses and evidence, and the
further advantage of being
able to confer with Ray,

* which the state could not do.
When Foreman arose to
make his rebuttal, he said he
wanted to reply to the “dig-

nified” remarks of Canale
before dealing with the “im- -
passioned and oratorical”

~ statement of Dwyer.
REPLY
Dwyer

doesn’t like me, and maybe 1
don’t like him.”

Judge Battle repﬁrﬂanded

Dwyer for being slow in ris--
.ing to his feet when‘address-. -

ing the court, * -

. Foreman said the state '
rhad the advantage of $1.4 :.

» million worth of investiga-

“.tion by the FBI and other -~

.police "agencies. He said he

+had contacted FBI director ~ « n
< J. Edgar Hoover three times .- ° Do you have any money
-after hearing. there was an-.
“ FBI file on the case. He said
" he had been told he would -!.

"~ get an immediate reply but . ..

. that was 10 days ago.
: - FBIGUARD |

. Foreman said. the file was " .
~ reported -to_reveal that . the
; FBI had guarded King for -

mterrupted_

. immediately, saying hotly:

. “I don’t know why he has to -
engage in personalities. He .

" almost two years prior to -
April 4 to prevent his assas- -

*.sination.’
“If I had this avaxlable,
might be ready,” said Fore-

man. He said “seedlings”
was .a more apt description . =

of Hanes t..e&:m the case .

than “fruits o

' Stanton,

SOUGHT AID

He said his predecessor’s
report was 54 pages long but
could have been reduced to
20 pages. He told Judge Bat-

tle he had made *““an honest -

effort” to associatec a
Tennessee lawyer on the

. case, spent three days call-

ing on five lawyers and four
of them “disqualified them-
selves.”

Foreman said he came -

into the case because he

-didn’t think Ray “should be
. tried in the news media.” He

said Ray was about to go to
trial in November not be-

cause the case was ready

but “to mecet the publication
date of a' book, and that
alone,”

. ROYALTIES

Said Foreman, * ‘They were
willing to sell this man’s life

for some royalties and a pic- -

ture.”
. Battle observed that Ray’s
funds for his defense ended

with the dismissal of Hanes. -

‘He said he understood that
Hanes was being paid by
William Bradford Huie, Ala-
bama -author who has pub-
lished articlies in Look Mag-

; azine on the Ray case.

Judge Battle asked Ray:

‘or property to make avail-
able for the expenses of in-

 vestigating this case:”

. “Nosir,” said Ray.-
-Battle-they directed Hugh

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

pubhc defender,v_ .

who was seated in the court- .

room, to draw up anorder
appointing himself as co-

- counsel, Battle told Stanton
_to use as many of his assist-

ants as necessary to help
Foreman get ready for trial
March 3. The public defend- -
er’s office has a staff of 16.

‘All but one are part-time.

THANKS

Foreman thanked the
judge for pmwdlng him with
legal assistance and said
Memphis has *“one of the
three outstanding public de-
fender offices in this couyn-
try,” naming Los Angeles

" and Miami as the other two.

Foreman later met with
jury commissioner Robert
Horne and requested several
records from Horne. As he
left he said he received the
information he. sought but
declmed to say what it was.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Tapped To Help
In Ray Defense

Defender’s Staff Will Join
Foreman In Trial Set

L N
Public Counsel

ham, had been paid by having R
For March 3 an Alabama magazine writer E— 1
assign to him the money Ray
By CHARLES EDMUNDSON had earned by writing his life
Despite ‘a remark by the . story for the writer, William . .
prosecution that “there will be| ~ Bradford Huie. T
money from somewhere,” “The onus is on the court to J
Criminal Co ’ _determine indigency. If Ray is
iminal Court Judge W. Pres- . indigent, the circumstances PR
ton Battle yesterday accepte necessitate that somehow we -ty
the oath of James Earl Raﬁ provide the necessary man-
that he is an indigent and ap- power to ready the case for
pointed the public defender’s trial,” the judge said. -
office to assist in his defense. "
Judge Battle directed Public) Ray, neatly. dressed and
Defender Hugh Stanton Sr. to groomed, was ordered to stand
act as co-counsel with Percy and be sworn. He testified he —
Foreman, storied Houston at- was indigent. Judge Battle
torney, in Ray’s defense. Mr.; then directed Mr. Stanton, sit-
Foreman approved Mr. Stan-, ting nearby, to act as co-coun-
ton’s appointment. | sel for the defense “‘and ready —_
e this case under the direction of
Disregarding Mr. Foreman’s Mr. Foreman.” He was told
long argument for an addition- also to use his 16-man staff,
al continuance, Judge Battle many of whom are part-time, Date:
set March 3 as a firm date to as necessary in the pretrial in- o 12-70-68
start the trial of the man ac- vestigation of the evidence. Edition:
cused of killing Dr. Martin Lu- Mr. Foreman complained of Author:
ther King Jr. the files turned over to him by Editor: =~ ol e
Judge Battle listened to Mr. Mr. Hanes on Judge Battle’s Title: o

Foreman’s plea that he was;
serving as Ray’s counsel with-
out pay and had no money to
finance an investigation pre-
paratory to trial.

Mr. Foreman said the only
local legal help he has comes
from a law student who has
volunteered to aid him, coun-
seled by a law professor. He
named neither the student nor
the university but a courthouse
source said it is a Memphis

State University Law School
student. —_

“Somehody _ig trifling with
this court,” Exec. Asst. Atty.
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer retort-
ed. “Mr. Foreman is intimat-
ing something about his client
being indigent . . .Idaresay
before all this is over there
will be money from some-
where.

“Ray has one of the top law-
yers in the United States and is
yet indigent. This is almost lu-
dicrous.”

Judge Battle noted that
Ray’s previous attorney, Ar-
thur J. Hanes Sr. of Birming-

order.

“His private. investigator
(Renfro Hays of Memphis)
wants $9,000 or $10,000 for
material that’s not worth $90,”
Mr. Foreman said.

“The prosecution has avail-
able what Mr. Dwyer says is
the work of 400 FBI agents and
several hundred police officers
and sheriff’s deputies. Ihave
contacted J. Edgar Hoover
three times to get the FBI rec-|
ords (including) files supposed
to reveal that for two years,
partly while Ray was stillin
the Missouri State Prison, a
squad of FBI agents were as-
signed to DI the assassi-
nation of Dr. King’

Euel AL L

Yy

Kt
)
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- Publc Counsel |

‘serving as Ray’s counsel with-,

Jocal legal help he has comes

L el

Tapped To Help
InRay Defense|

Defender’s Staff Wil Join|

Foreman In Trial Set
For March 3

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON |
Despite a remark by thel.
prosecution that “there will be:
money from somewhere,”|
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle yesterday accepted
the oath of James Earl Ray
that he is an indigent and ap-
pointed the public defender’s;
office to assist in his defense. |
Judge Battle directed Public
"Defender Hugh Stanton Sr. to
act as co-counsel with Percy,

Foreman, storied Houston at-; -
- torney, in Ray’s defense. Mr.

tForeman approved Mr. Stan-
on’s appein t. ) '

Disregarding Mr. Foreman'’s,
long argument for an addition-|
al continuance, Judge Battle
set March 3 as a firm date to
start the trial of the man ac-
cused of killing Dr, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Judge Battle listened to Mr.
Foreman’s plea that he was

out pay and had no money to
finance .an investigation pre-
patatory to trial, '

Mr. Foreman said the only

from a law student who has
volunteered to aid him, coun-
seled by a law professor. He
named neither the student nor
the university but a courthouse
'gourceusaid it is a Memphis
tate niversig,. aw Schooll
student. . -*—:}, R |

- Ray’s previous attorney, Ar-
.thur J. Hanes Sr. of Birming-

- story for the writer, William
Bradford Huie.

. determine indigency. If Ray is|

“provide the necessary man-

_yers in the United States and is

.wants' $9,000 or'. $10,000 for

“Somehadv -ig_ trifling with
this court,”” Exec. Asst. Atty.
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer retort-
ed. “Mr. Foreman is intimat-
ing something about his client
being indigent . . .Idaresay
before all this is over there
will be money from some-
where. :

“Ray has one of the top law-

yet indigent. This is almost lu-
dicrous.”
Judge Battle noted that

ham, had been paid by having
an Alabama magazine writer
assign to him the money Ray
had earned by writing his life

“The onus is on the court.fo

indigent, the circumstances
necessitate that somehow “we

power to ready the casc for
trial,” the judge said. )

Ray, neatly. dressed and
groomed, was ordered to stand
and be sworn. He testified he
was indigent. Judge Battle
then directed Mr. Stanton, sit-
ting nearby, to act as co-coun-
sel for the defense ‘‘and ready
this case-under the direction of}
Mr. Foreman.” He was told
also to use his 16-man staff,
many of whom are part-time,
as necessary in the pretrial in-
vestigation of the evidence..

Mr. Foreman complained of
the ‘files. turned over to him by
Mr. Hanes on Judge Battle'’s
order. E

" “His private. investigator
(Renfro Hays of Memphis)

material that’s not worth $90,"
Mr. Foreman said.
" “The prosecution has avail-
able what Mr, Dwyer says is
the work of 400 FBI agents and
several hundred police officers;
“and sheriff’s deputies. I have.
contacted J. Edgar Hoover
three times to get the FBI rec-
ords (including) files supposed
to reveal that for two years,
partly while Ray was still in
the Missouri State Prison, a
'squad of FBI agents were as:
signed to Bi% nt.the assassl
‘nation of D1, King." =~ ..~
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EBI :
Date: 12/19/68

’ o ’;:.*v‘ - ‘ v ! ' \
Tronsmit the following in _ ' — ? , N
i <o . ~ (Type in plaintext or code)
Vig ___ AIRTEL : AIR MAIL | B
I \ , " (Priority) |
e e e T S e e e e e e e e e e b
TO: ' DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC,-SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-

6\“

Re Bureau airtel to Springfield and Chiéa;o dated
12/5/68.

‘,/

Enclosed for the Bureau are the eriginal and tem ;10)
cupies of a self-explanatory LHM regarding 1959 Chrysler hgq~‘
door, VIN M531108240. Also enclosed for Chieago ang® Memphis '

gre two (2) copies each of this LHM.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illincis

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of Siate's Office, Springfieid, Illinois,
advised on November 27, 1268, that a checik of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June 5, 1967,
to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 283, Winnetke, Iilincis,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M33110824C¢, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Ceritificate of Titie
Number B1178475 issued June &, 1967, (o Rayns for this vehicle
with nco lien. On August &, 1967, above-mentioned 1967 Ililincis
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 19867, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,
Iilinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
akove-mentioned 19539 Chrysler to be scid later. Certificate
of Titlie Number Bi6(G4563 issued Augusti 8, 1867, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files'" and '"Titie Surrender Files'" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1959 Chrysler, refiected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller.

P
N
<
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968
File No. :

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration

. Section, Secretary of State's Ofifice, Springfield, Illinois,
advised on November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-59242 was issued June 5, 1967,
to John Larry Rayns, 5067 Chestnut, Box 283, Winnetka, Iilinois,
for a 195%.Chrysler, two-door; VIN M331108240, which was pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, ‘from George Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June &, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1987, above-mentioned 1967 Illinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door,
VIN 2821165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from -
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,
Iliinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1952 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B16(4583 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien. '

; On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files'" and '"Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number -B1178475, for the above 1958 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller. B - , e s
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¥ . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,
advised on November 27,-1868, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois llcense LM 5942 was issued June 5, 19¢€7,
to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1958 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M531108240, which was pur-

" chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102

North Sheridan Roed Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 1ssued June §, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August §, 1907, above-mentioned 1967 Ililinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Esst St. Louis,
Illinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1958 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate

of Title Number B16(4563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth w1th no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files'" and "Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1958 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from_Heller.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James‘Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Oifice, Springfield, Illinois,

.advised on-November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 19267 Illinois license LM-59242 was issued June 5, 1967,

to John Larry.Rayns, 5C7 Chestnut, Bex 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M3311¢824C, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymcour Heller, 7102
North Sheridsn Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June §, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned 1967 Ililincis
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Esst St. Louis,
Illinois. The appllcaulon for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B16(G4563 issued August &, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien. A )

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and '"Title Surrender Files'" regarding Certificate

~of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1859 Chrysler, reflected

no disposition of this automoblle after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of St ate'SYOffice, Springfield, Illinois, -
advised on November 27,-1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois 1icense LM-5242 was issued June 5, 1967,
to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 283, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1958 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M331108240, which wes pur-

" chased used Juhe 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102

North Sheridan Roed Chlcago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 1ssued June 6, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1907 above-menulonea 1967 1111n01s
license transferred to Rajns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy OldSmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,
Illinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate

of Title Number B16(4563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for

instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and "Titlie Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1959 Chrysler, refliected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from _Heller.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMI;_‘.NT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

hl@ﬂnP%”eR¢"w December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration

. Section, Secretary of State's Oififice, Springfield, Illinois,

advised on November 27, 19268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM~-5942 was issued June 5, 1967,
to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1958.Chrysler, two-door, VIN M33110824C, which wzs pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, ‘from Gecrge Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illincis. Certificate of Title

- Number B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle

with no lien. On Augusi 8, 1967, above-mentioned 19867 Ililinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door,
VIN 29221165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from

‘Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Ezst St. Louis,

Illinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B1604563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for

instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and "Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number -B1178475, for the above 1958 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automoblle after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller. . _ -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,

.advised on-November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-59242 was issued June 5, 1967,

to John Larry- Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 283, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M33110824C, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned 1967 Illinocis
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2221165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmoblle, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,
Illinois. The appllcatlon for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B1604563 issued Augus» 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no 1lien. , '

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and "Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate

- of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1959 Chrysler, reflected

no disposition of this automoblle after luS purchase by Rayns
from Heller. .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968
File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,
advised on November 27,-1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-59242 was issued June 5, 1967,
to John Larry Rayns, 5G7 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,

‘for a 1958 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M3311C08240, which was pur-

" chased used June 5, 1987, from George Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned 1967 Illinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door,
VIN 2821165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,
Illinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1939 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B16(C4563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files'" and '"Title Surrender Files'" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 195¢ Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from_Heller.
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. OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106

o cin, e, no. 27 by Co ¢
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT g Do

Memorandum

TO * Assistant Attorney General DATE:

Civil Rights Division
FROM - Srimdsai Diwision

12-23-88

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR,

Reference 1s made to memorandum dated
(your file

There 1s enclosed one copy of the pgRQrlL.fb.Skeciald
Agent dated 15=iomE8
At gpriugfield
A, [:] This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further action concerning a full investigation wilill be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. g;%]The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished coples of reports as they are received.

C. [ ] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed, Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quliries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [ ] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department,

E. [:] Please advise whether you desire any further in-
vestigation.

F. [ ] This is submitted for your information and you
willl be advised of further developments.

G. | This 1s submitted for your information and no /%}

further investigation wlll be conducted unless specifically re-~
quested by the Department. N
H. [ ] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no

further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department
so directs.

FOTE: Please advise if you desire 2 copy of attached furnished
Enc - to Mr, Phil ®. Csmmle, Jr., State Attorney General,

Shelby County, Nemphis, Tennessee.
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FBI
Date: 12/20/68
Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via Airtel
(Priority)

TO: DIRECI‘OR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: ~BAC, ltEilgHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT $. URKIN. -

00: MEMPHIS

v / Re Tampa letter to the Bureau, 12/3/68 reflecting

an interview with ALICIA GRAY of Orlando, Florida, who claims

to have known man named RAUL, not otherwise identified, during

1965 at San Francisco, Californmia,

Reference is also made to San Francisco airtel to
the Bureau, 12/18/68 wherein they state that ALICIA GRAY was
employed at Chase's lLounge, San Francisco, during 1966, as a
waitress. ’

In view of the fact that ALICIA.GRAY has admitted

in California in 1965 is identical with the RAOUL, who RAY
claims to have associated with, it is believed that any
additional investigation would be a complete waste of effort

no further action on ALICIA GRAY's story.

\,) | /"’/’ Jj é{@/’ 5*"96

—-—uﬂ-“‘""""—-

e

Airtel {;2- Bureau 7
‘ an Francisco (Info.)

02 oe w ‘ 4 1968
Teletype 1 — Tampa (Info.) (157-3231) LM‘}MF’ZUCE 15 DEC 2 ‘
- Memphis -
b —omrem DECSI & 32 by .6
an.$.0._ (7) . - s DI o
C. C.» Bishop PUAEMVE TRAFZ L1714 T
Spec} Del. - HELEIALS |

—_—

suffering a nervous breakdown and sian there is abgolutely
no reason to believe that the man with. M she was associated

and without any hope of profit. Accordingly, Memphis recommends.

‘Reg.Mall__ . . Zé/
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Mr, Fred M. Vinson, Jr. Decen:ber 24, 1068
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI

ABSASSINATION

Your memorandun: of November 8, 1068, requested that
appropriate nieasures be taken to assist in the full preparation to cppose
the contempt charge, should that arise, against Latent Fingerprint Ex-
aminer George J. Boasbrake. Mr. Boasbrake is scheduled to appear in
Crimimal Court, Memphis, Tonnessee, on April 11, 1869, at a hearing on
a petition for citation for comtempt. This action was taken in conmection
with an article appearing in the Wichita, Kansss, "Beacon™ mewspaper
concerning a fingerprint school conducted by Mr. Bonebrake during period
Beptemsber 9 through 13, 1968, at which time he was slleged to have un- Q»C)
necessarily aired fingerprint testin:ony of this case iathe presence:of a.repre- \
sentative of press. \

Atiached are two copies of the report of Raymond B. Howe
dated December 13, 1908, setting forth results of inquiry at Wichita, Kansas,
in this matter. Major Clyde Bevis of the Wichita Folice Dapartmoent, who
requasted the fingerpriat school cénducted by Mr. Bonebrake, as well as
wembers of the class, was interviewed. No members of the press were
coutacted in connection with this inguiry,

REC 49. f’/y-' 3 & y(ﬁ’ et /i,;; b
n 2 -
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@ ¢ MANLED & 49 DEC 26 1958
DEC26 1968 - i
1 - Mr. Bishop 8 m— jﬁ
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December 24, 1968

AIRTEL 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Foreign Liaison
(Cleared with SA
Graham Day)

: Legat, Ottawa‘7(44~4)
C 2
FROM:  Director N§BI~ (44-3sse1) — S Y e 3
MURKIN

An individual identifying himself as Bob Reguly,
"Toronto Star,"” Toronto, Canada, representative in Washington,
D. C., contacted the Bureau and inquired as to the street
address of the motel in which James Barl Ray stayed in Ottawa,
Canada, on August 21, 1967. Reguly stated he understood the
motel was located on Montreal Road, and he needed the street
address. Reguly was advised the Bureau would be unable to
help him in this matter.

It was noted that prior reports on the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP) indicates that Ray registered at the
Town and Country Motel, 1476 Richmond Road, Ottawa, Canada, for
the period August 18-20, 1967, using the name Eric S. Galt.
It is further noted that according to the articles appearing
in "Look" magazine concerning Ray, he allegedly stayed at a
motel near Gary, Indiang on August 21, 1967, however, inves-
tigation has not verified this.

Legat Ottawa should furnigh the above information to
the RCMP and request the RCMP to ascertain if Ray did stay
at a motel on Montreal Road on August 21, 1967, in furthor
efforts to identify "Raoul."
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SEE NOTE PAGE 2
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