
JAN 15 ;:; i.B nH '69 

en c.a .. 

co 

--:.::,--- - - . ~----

&; ('-, 
..,. t-! Lt) 
;:_ ro 
71.J-
a t_, 
l;J 
-,,- z -....., 

RE 1~ • t: , r. t \A.CH 
FSl 

C: 

U't 
c..n 

.. 
c:::r, ' 
<..CJ 

; 
~ 

0::1!1., 

<_~;>.") 
;;;;~_,..\ :;.:· 

~Js 
l.:.,.T.t,fw"Yil\'fi'.' -•-~';.~ ,__... -·-
·::-, ';;1, ,.... 



I 
I 

\ 

r J::~~:~ 
Mr. Mohr __ 
Mr. Bishop __ 
Mr. Casper_ 
Mr. Callahan_ 

·' ·Mr: Conrad_._. , 
Mr. Felt. ______ 

Mr. Gale...~-r-­
Mr. RosellL..-'I..._ 
Mr. Sullivan . 
:Mr. Tave.,,._J __ 
Mr. Trotter_ 
Tele.Room__ 

FBI LOS 'All 

. D '1 /2'1 /19 .ICll +
. M~ss Holmes_ 

/H ~ Miss Gandy_ 

\.=;;;;;::===-JI' 

~· < -t.t•itl•t,. ·. lfU'ITA.. ,;_, .:p,fftll 

4Hl~D .t'~~,,7~> ·2P 

a.i IY DL. ,,JAIIAtrf. tna,n. LAST. 

...... P:A'tlftC tEL!Plott!<AO:,JILJHIA'PH' c•PA IY. '' LOS 

•--•;.:~~•• .. •••Q.,.,ttc,it'.OU~.••u two OIE m.11 
' ;. ~ . ' - - . ' - . ·. ' ' . ' 

LAR&l•r .. Stl" ,II.'IE 1lVE TWO ··v.a,u .. , •• x ••• IUYS. 

c,~1, ...... ,:LOS ,lifflUS '!Otcts. LAPD •. ,LASO IIIAT1VE 

Ri8lltl_.:.tlft9h1'. , ·RIC81DS. LOS A•&us llMCA. R!e-'lgllLt . 

Oll LAIUIUT W:B. IIHff UHESS. SllCU,L S1e111t1?Y IIIOIBit '/ '-/ ... j ,&' ~ {__ ~ --• Flt£ L~~-------:-------:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ' 15 JAN,22196~ 
C811'A1G :10·:.NtM1tOIY !VRMtl&I. ----- ._... ___,.. -



nrno· roe VIGEfEa HWC'll IEG\f ll l\E. 

liEGV~OHU~ i.otr rrM' roa ,10Eni:i IlllDICEa' JECJ:n rfolt>AH'69 
ava.tD Of! ttth.OcH.J\flIOM ~l\\fiffBfE I~ J:SE~ZBEl4CED l.EfElJ..bE' 

0~ f\iMeEMl l'II 1H t!BOflE VOOHEaa• 20Clt'f 2ECflUil>. ,rnwaEl!­

HtG'iYOU,e f'VH6£~1 • ij[CO!¾Oa' roa V~OErEa ~wcv• ~l\i0J:.trE 

CYrlb·G1HWf\i• roa ~wac:rra IIDICEa' rv1:,o• r~ao MiUlVll/\E 

r'vt<eEi\J.' ~lX lU~E i.lN•: l~O f\£tbii:t! \fl\£~nit' /\'vi}. MflAa• 

,. .. ,~ . .,,.,.. ' ·«..;...·.v. 

Df2H atl\tfi El flHl OME twaw EI GHl 1Hl5£E lHliEE lfiiO ta WY~'lOIHK 

V\tei.rti' II.AE:t'ieO ana~CSISEH 10 bJiO.,.i "flWB£~ ll'IO Ol4E lHgE£ 

lstCOH~ b\tC!llC ltrEhHOitE VMD lEr£HH'fhH co;.n,lfl4A. roz 

15[ fnA lEr' 'lVf4f\\H5J. ll'\E~lA rva1 • 

lHOW roa v~etria (ii•l~~,) Sb 

lO DI~ECJ.01:S Ci"#•l8'i'll)' Vlf'i;ii1v' \IKD ~EA .lOt!!< 

fi? t bW DEh.EBl)ED I \:SJ \ieo 8CD 



PASE i'DRJ 

LA ··-~ ! 11 
UAel. ltO .F:IRJHEI AQT,1418£lH·tut1·,t, ·Los ANGELES. 

1uaEAU RIIBISTED TO .A:D~l1£ 1, u1u:ar 'tt 1.111.tt:RVIEWED 

RE8Alll 1$ 'KatHfLD41 OF JOIL L!ft. 

EID 

CIG 

I'll IASH 18 

..... 
C,.> • 

ft·~·. ~5 
.,;.t. 

~ c:· ~~: 
-' 

---·-· t;..; 
..;;, 



b 
uJ 
> 
j t. ~--c:: 
(.Li 

er; 

CKO 

,nm 

f--2: 
:::::, 

w 
Q._ 

>-
1--
uJ 
. ...J 
1.4.l 
~ 

r 

m ,. 
.::c 
.0... 

t•'\ 

"" --
...... 
:--..., 

.t' 1 

HEeVUOI Vie KIOAf"EDOE (~ 10El" rEt\/.. • 

!= 

" ;:,, ... 
:-t' 
1?=> 
~l-( 
•'"' ::f 

', :, 

lifU!E11n H£eru:alED 10 VDI\ISS: I I:. rvieEHl 10 SE nU.El51\I Et<tED 

mtcs• MO )!.fii;:lHEB ~CJ.10'1 FJ'EIWe l\f)(Effl '11 roa v~eErE2• 

N WO¥Xli 

. l:tli GE JAO 

k"-
.:ar; ;;c ......, lTI 

"" 0,o 
-:i.. 
Sr·:>: 

;;;;.; c,, "' -z:-, 
0<m 

Cl Zm< 
0 IJ><n,.,. 

;:::::i6 ==-::a::: :::,C"• • ... """' er. 
c.o 

, 



FBI WASH DC 

~~­
,-"'/V~ 
( MURKIN ,..,) 

'---

URGENT JLK 

'. .,,-~ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTtGATtO'i --../ 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

... ,~~,:c;;~ 
TELETYPE 

MEMPHIS 44-1987 

.---~-!!§iii~-

>.";... rolac>b -
lr. DeLracN 
·- ivto11r---
.,. Bishop __ _ 

M:r. '.,,, .,n 
Mr. ~;,. ,, , a.o 
Mr. Fet, 
Mr. Gai, 
Mr. Roe -,1 ····­
:Mr. Sulli,.•,w. __ 
Mr. Tavet __ _ 
Mr. Trotter­
Tele. Ro->m · 
Miss Roi.mes__ \ 

Jli8ls Gaub- I 
l , taim==::-;;;;;;::;;;-..11 \ 

, ___ _____.. ' i 

/~: PHILA NEWS MEDIA TODAY ADVISED REVEREND JAME~\ BEVEL, S.,~l..C .. ..JlE.fJC L . . ' ......... ~ 

\ ENT COMl'IUNICATION TO JANES EARL RAY AT MEMPHIS STATING RAY DID NOT 1 . 

. • KILL MARTIN LUTHER KlRG AS RE, BEYa, WAS PRESENT WHEN KING WAS __ KIL~-

\ 

BEVEl.. OFFERED TO TESTIFY IN RAY"S BEHALF. L,./ 
1..T. GEORGE FENCL, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE UNIT, PHILA PD, ADVISED BEVEL 

WILL HOE.B PRESS CONFERENCE WITH LOCAL CBS AFFILIATE AT TWO PM TODAY IN 

PHILA. 

LHM FOLLOWS. 

END 
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FBI 

Date: 1/22/69 

-:'r .::::srr:it the following in ---------------:-:-----------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via---------
(Priority) I 

________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-445914) 

FROM: 

RE: 

SAC, CLEVELA.t'\JD (l00-28380) (RUC) 
// 

,TAMES LUTHER BEVEL 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 

00: Philadelphia 

For information of Bureau and receiving offices, 
the following information was developed during investigation of 
VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, Cleveland file 29-1571, Bureau file 
29-50715. 

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, who is employed by the Jones and 
Laughlin Steel Corporation, 3341 Jennings Road, Cleveland, Ohio, 
was formerly the Assistant Treasurer of the United Steel·workers 1 

Federal Credit Union located at Jones and Laughlin Steel 
Corpo1·ation. His wife, SHIRLEY BEVEL, was Treasurer of the . , 
Credit Union. VICTOR BEV'~L embezzled $1,200 from the Credit Unio ~ 
in 4/68, which embezzlement was discovered in 8/68. He and his ~-J'-­
wife were subsequently relieved of their positions o This matter ,'>-­
is still under investigation by Cleveland Division. 

VICTOR BEVEL was reported by fellow employees to have 
entered the Veterans• Ac:ninistration Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, 
for a mental illness shortly after the embezzlement but before 
the embezzlement was dis cove ed.-\ 

{i)_ Bureau (1 - 44-3886 Ii,IDRKINl,ARM) < ,, . 

2 - Philadelphia (157-297 •1 

2 - Atlanta (1 - 100-5718) ( SCLC) (Info) (RM) 
2 - Memphis (1 - 44-1987) (MURKIN) (Info) (RM) 
3 - Cleveland 

(1 - 100-26792) (SCLCV/. 
(1 - 44-565) (MURKIN ; 
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CV 100-28380 

On 1-21-69., K. D. KUTA., Chief, Medical Records 
Library., VA Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, advised that BEVEL was 
admitted to the VA Hospital on 7-1-68., for mixed nuerosis with 
depressive reaction and hysterical disassociative reactions. 
Ee \·Jas treated in the Psychiatric 't':ard by Dr. JEAN BERGGREN., 
Psychiatry Resident, Tiho has subsequently resigned and is now 
erployed at the Hanna Pavilion, Cleveland., Ohio. VICTOR BEVEL 
during treatment stated that on numerous occasions he had 
contemplated suicide by various means. He was discharged from 
the VA Hospital on 10-18-68., and has had follow-up visits on 
10/24 and 31/68. 

Mr. KUTA stated that the file revealed that VICTOR 
BEVEL had a brother, Reverend JAMES BEVEL, who was associated 
with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference {SCLC)o 

On 1-22-69, Captain WILBUR W. HONN, Plant Protection 
Officer., Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation, 3341 Jennings 
Road, Cleveland, Ohio, advised as follows: 

He stated that JAMES LUTI-IBR BEVEL, VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, 
~nd OTIS CALVIN BEVEL who are all brothers, were employed by 
Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation. VICTOR and OTIS are still 
emplo;ye d. 

Captain HONN furnished the following personal data 
from the personnel files regarding the BEVEL brothers: 

J.AMES LUTHER BEVEL: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Social Security#: 
Military Service: 

Relatives: 
Father: 
Mother: 

References: 

Negro 
Ma]e 

! ! 

Ittabena, Mississippi 
I I u. s. Navy 
Serial Number 4686279 
from 9/24/54 - 2/8/55 
Honorable Discharge 

DErrnrs BEVEL 
ILLIE BEVEL, nee Murray, 
:Mr. FORTE 
P.O. Box 675 
Ittabena, Mississippi 

2 



CV l00-28J80 

Residence: 

Prior Residence: 

Mrs. DOROTHY BRENSON 
12104 Thorm·mod 
Cleveland., Ohio 
3216 East 80th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 
P. o. Box 675 
Ittabena., Mississippi 

Captain HONN advised that the above information was 
contained on JAMES BEVEL's application dated 8-5-55. JAMES 
BEVEL was hired on 8-9-55, as a porter at the Finishing Division 
Canteen. He was terminated on 10-4-55, for unsatisfactory 
attendance. He was rehired on 9-8-56., and terminated on 
1-19-57., to attend Theplogical School. 

VICTOR LLOID BEVEL: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Social Security#: 
Relatives: 

Father: 
Brothers: 

Residence: 

Wife: 

Negro 
Male 

Jackson, Mississippi--
I I 

DENNIS BEVEL 
JAMES BEVEL 
CHARLES BEVEL 
3216 East 80th 
Cleveland., Ohio (1951) 
CARLEEN (divorced at time of 
application in 1951) 

Captain HONN advised that VICTOR BEVEL was hired on 
3-8-51, and is currently employed as a bricklayer. 

OTIS CALVIN BEVEL: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Social Security#: 

Negro 
Male 

Greenwood, Mississippi 
I I 

3 



CV l00-28380 

Relatives: 
Sister: 

Sister: 

Brother: 

Mother: 

FLOYDZELLA BEVEL:=----~ 
Date of Birth -
HELEN BEVEL 
Date of Birth -
JOHNNY BEVEL ~--~ 
Date or Birth -
ILLIE BEVEL ~--~ 

For further information, OTIS CALVIN BEVEL, Cleveland 
:f'ile number 29-1362, Bureau file 29-45052, was the prior 
Treasurer of the above Credit Union before VICTOR and his 
wife SHIRLEY BEVEL became Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer 
of the Credit Union. OTIS BEVEL was relieved of his 
position as Treasurer in 1/67, when it was discovered that he 
had embezzled approximately $1,800 from the Credit Uniono 
OTIS BEVEL was indicted by Federal Grand Ju:i;y, :NDO, Cleveland, 
Ohio, on 10-30-68, for violation of Title 18, Section 657, 
use. Prosecution is still pending in this matter. OTIS CALVIN 
BEVEL's FBI number is 239065F. During the course of this 
investigation, VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL was interviewed in 12/67, 
at which time he resided at 3266 East 143rd. 

A sister FLOYDZELLA SMITH, nee Bevel, was also 
interviewed on 4-24-68., at which time she resided at 896 Paxton, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and was employed by Pick 'N Pay, 8219 Hough 
Avenue, Cl'?Veland, Ohio •. 

The above is being furnished for inf'ormation only in 
view of the fact that JAMES LUTHER BEVEL has currently claimed 
that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent in the slaying of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KL~G, JRo, and it is believed that the above background 
information may be help:ru:t to offices investigating these rr.atters. 

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION 
IN VIEW OF S'.8Fi:B:MENT1IH:l0'1'7IB-HAscrn.1·r·E.v.tP:t:A:0~1fs'UICIDE 0 

4 
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