
I fl fl, ,.~,-LET\/PE I ,. ... , 
\,,.,. ..\ l\f i:, Tol ;on . 
,'-· :'J''r. ]1"•·1C ... V l f ·\ 1 C · i 1 , fl r. M"hr _____ _ 

• i t· 
/ !\fr. Bi;;',-·p -------­

)1-r. l i! ,lt.-r ···--·v· i,l,·. , "'. -inn ____ __ 

WA 2 

105PM 

URGENTY21-69 MSJ 

TO DrCTOR (44•38861) 

FROM PHILADELPHIA C44•1368) 

MURK IN 

CODE 

RE PHILADELPHIA TELETYPES JANUARY ONE NINE, LAST. 

PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN DASH R ADVISED EARLY A.M., THIS DATE, 

JAMES BEVEL WAS IN WASHINGTON, D.c., ON JANUARY TWO ZERO, 

LAST. HE IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO PHILADELPHIA TODAY. 

INFORMANT ADVISED HE CONTACTED ERIC WARD, _scte·oFFICIAL 

MENTIONED BY BEVEL ON NEW.SBROADCAST, AS PERSON AGREEING 

WITH HIM THAT JAMES EARL RAY DID NOT KILL KING. 
It 

WARD TOLD SOURCE THAT BEVEL IS QOO¼i. PLAYING A GAME 11 

WiQUOi-i BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT RAY EXECUTED. BEVEL FEELS 

RAY IS PART OF A CONSPIRACY, AND HIS DEATH WOULD END ALL TALK 

OF CONSPIRACY. PEOPLE WOULD THEN FORGET ABOUT CONSPIRACIES 

TO KILL KING. 

Mr. Conrnd ..... 
Mr. Fdt -------.­
Mr. (;.t1,, 
Mr. l'.ots-.·n .... .: .:, 
Mr. Suli,van .... '._,•: 

Mr. Tavd ---··---
Mr, T,·,,1t(•r .. , ____ _ 
Tele. Room ____ _ 
Miss H .. tmes ____ _ 
Miss Gandy ________ _ 

, r , 1 REC 5 ,' . ~ , · I 
INFORMANT ALSO ADVISED MILITANTS IN PHILADELPHIA AREA f .- .· ,r, 

FEEL BEVEL HAS QU8.tE SOLD OUT tJNQUOiE. •"* _ ,,_ .. w,w ,,.,,L--1,_, .. 

AIR MAIL COPY SENT MEMPHIS. 

END. 

WA ••• NSM 

FBI WASH DC 

!54JAN.241969. 
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1 - Mr. Long 

Tld.s will b€ to conf.irm fJurernt instructions 
g.i ven to you on ,January 21, 1989. You should irnmcdia tely 
::nt,.n·viiJW Reverend James Bevel, of th¼:? Southern Christian 
Lnadcrship Conference for complete details as to what 
evidenco and information be may have bearlng on t;he 
assassination of Martin Luther King, .Jr. 

You should keep the Bureau adv isi::d or a 11 
per· t inon t devolopmen ts. 

1 - Memphis (44-1987} 

----""'REL: jms t9 JAN 22 1%~ 
0) 

( 5) 
lD 

('I) m 
0 

,....... ~ NOTE: 
llJ ;-4 
::: C-'1 <( 

2 -- Philadelphia advised us that Reverend James Bevel, 

:E z 
r.:::( 
7 

g Southern Christian Leadership Conference Official in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, appeared on television on 1-19-69, 
and stated that he had evidence that James Earl Ray did not 

----kill Martin Luther King, Jr. On this interview Bevel refused 
to divulge the evidence and further stated he has offered to 
defend Ray in court. 

____ We have instructed Philadelphia to thoroughly interview 
-----Bevel for complete details as to what evidence" he1 'hbs 

1 _:-== bearing on the King assassination. This communication is 
',i· ~--~- confirming our instructions to Philadelphia. 

/ 
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January 21 1" 1 
GENERAL INVESTIG.ATl\i _ DIVISION 

This is the case involving the 
murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The attached relates to a tele­
vision interview of the Reverend James 
Bevel, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Philadelphia, PA., who 
stated he has evidence that Ray did 
not kill Martin Luther King, Jr. Bevel 
also stated he refuses to divulge 
evidence and he has offered to defend 
Ray in court although he is not a 
licensed attorney. 

We have no information indicating 
any evidence that Bevel may have. 

M, The Philadelphia Office has been 
11-nstructed to interview Bevel. 

You will be advised of pertinent 
developments. 

REL:jld 
t' 
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FBI WASH DC 

F'BI MEMPHIS 

151 PM URGENT 1-17-69 MCP 

TO~CTOR 44-38861 

FROM MEMPHIS 44-L987 1 P 

/4{RKI ~,., 

SUBJECT'S ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, AND MR. HUGH STANTON, 

SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., PUBLIC DEFENDER WHO HAS BEEN NAMED 

CO-COUNSEL, WERE SCHEDULED TO APPEAR THIS DATE BEFORE JUDGE 

W. PRESTON BATTLE TO REPORT ON THEIR PROGRESS IN PREPARING 

RAY 's DEFENSE. 

MR. STANTON APPEARED AS SCHEDULED AND STATED THAT 
?' 

--. FO'REMA N HAS BEEN I LL WI TH I NF'LUENZA SINCE DECEMBER TWENTYSIX 
. l 

· -:(AST, A ND WAS THUS UNABLE TO APPEAR THIS DA TE. MR. STANTON 

STATED THAT DUE TO FOREMAN'S ILLNESS HE WAS UNABLE TO STATE 

DEFINITELY THAT INSTANT MATTER WOULD GO TO TRIAL 

BY MARCH THREE NEXT. JUDGE BATTLE ORDERED MR. STANTON TO 

PREPARE THIS CASE WITH OR WITHOUT FOREMAN'S ASSISTANCE IN 

SUCH A MANNER AS TO BE READY TO GO TO TRIAL MARCH THREE NEXT. 
' ' 

JUDGE ~TTLE FURTHER iORDERED MR. STANTON AND MR~ FOREMAN 

TO AGAIN MAKE A PROGRESS REPORT TO HIM FEBRUARY F'OUR2iEEtJ NEXT.'. ·1 

'~t, . .4 •~ I• ~11 . : f 
P. 

END 

6 JAN 28 1969 

END ~ 

cxc61JAN3~ 1968 
FBI WASH DC 
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January 17, 19b.9 
GENLRAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

This is the case inv'" .ng the 
murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The attached relates to a progress 
report made to Judge W. Preston Battle 
regarding the preparation of the 
defense in the state trial of James 
Earl Ray scheduled for March 3, 1969, 
at Memphis, Tennessee. 

Department being advised. 

REL:jms / 

w /· 
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NIE.TWI 

ft.:44-4·~• ·l,lt- t.ttl94 

4':la.AILI. rt TU PIii.iC , •• D!S-Iffl, r• SIR CORETTA tCil8 A COPY 
~ ,,_ ~ ~-: !~ ; ... • . 

FOR ICU LHYI.S •.. 11.1,;:~~~l·!M~~.-i__.,~ ~~-· 1'1llf A 

.· ~ --•&m.' , ••. , •• ,:~.;.~ ~CIL-~, If~~,:- TiP! . ~- IRL 
' ' . 

II .......... tT to Ill. sn SAID. THE TAPE 1$ ........ 'fiO ;(!)£ 

•t'AtLl·'W A PAYIFF PLA•4( ~ 

t.EV·lSU AIVJIP -.n• •. , •.• ·••n•t:·.to . .CUfACT 
1" • • 

IAYtS II A Pllf .. , •.. re Iii 1, R •• R£Cllfl9 f,1£ .?APE. II 

SAID Ttfll• Sit CORD JUIU. ',hl·Js~ IEA~flll, Alq) Pll·RAPS If£, 

LIV!S81i, lftP t11• SET t•ro flll· W!&t.. .• MtD n· FELT HE 

sttOULI · •et 1.aw•·• ar •• ,,nnn MCMISt tt :••• ds!t';, - . . : ' .. ·. ::·.·; - '. . -

IIU11 .. J119QI ~A 1118 AttO···,DAVlS II Tit IVEIT DIV.IS 

MS Sontlt• o, VIIJJli( _;vL--
·r• ...... ALSO LEAltlD THAT 'LE¥11tl ., ..... TRI o,n:R 

II' t.NE TM'! wtt• .... , ··~-~. Kl 'MIi c1,, ·AtfOlltt . AID 

ADVIStlt ft ICLC. VACNHL • S Ptfr,ff,. ,1s TlfAT tS 11118!1:S OF. TR£ 

•• ftllY 1'u wn· •· t•oi.¥P ueausr rm if, ■or lfMllf,iff' 11£ ~ )\. 
· fl m•;••·t . .,.. ·· \ . 
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PA6E THREE 

NY 44•493, llJl• 149194 

PUT 11 TRE POSITION OF SUPPRESSING EVIDENCE. RE SAID THEY 

SHOULD NOT BE PLACED Ill THE POSITION OF DIGNIFYING THE TAPE 

BY EITERIIG IEGOTIATIOIS FOR If. TfftY AGREED TRAT CORETTA 

11•a·s SECRETARY SHOULD RANDLE ANY N!GOTIATIOIS AID TRAT 

WHEN DAVIS SIIDS TR! TAPE TO CORETTA KIIG THEY WOULD LISTEN 

TO IT AID TAKE THE IECESSARY ACT IOI. i 1(_; 

A SECOID co1,1DETIAL SOURCE, WHO BAS FURIISRED 

RELIABLE IIFOINATIGI 11 TIE PAST, II APRIL SIXTY FOUR 

DESCRIBED STAILEY LEVISOI AS A SECRET IIJEtm!R TO THE 

COMIIUIIST PARTY AS o, JULY SIXTY TlfREE:J;f X L,\ 

A TRI•D COIFIDEITIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURIISHED 

RELIABLE llFOllfATJOI II TIE PAST 01 DECEMBER FORTY FOUR 

FURIISMED IlrtRIATIOI WHICH REVEALED THAT THE RAW£ RARRYl( 

EID PASE THRIE 

T 
1. 
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PAGE FOUR 

WACHTEL WAS 01 A LIST OF IAMES, SIGNIFICANCE UNKNOWN, 

MAIITAIID AT THE KEADCWARTERS OF THE KIIGS COUNTY 

COMMUIIST PARTY, TWEITY SIX COURT STREET, BROOKLYN, NEV 

YORI. /.A 

ADIUIISTRATIVE. 

THE FIRST SOURCE IS ltW YOII THREE EIGHT OIE ZERO 

DASH S ASffllCX. {) 

TRE SECIID SOURCE IS~W YORK SIX IIIIE FOUR DASH S ASTERICIJ™ 

AID TR! TfflRD SOURCE IS FORMEl~EW YORK OIE 81£ IINE ZERO ~rs 
DASM S .AST!IIC1.t4]~~) 

THIS IlrGRNATIOI IS TO BE CLASSIFIED •SECIET" 

BECAUSE IT COITAIIS IIFORIIATION FROM IEV Y9RI THREE 

EIGHT OH ZEIO DASH S ASTERICI AD BECAUSE OFT~ IIFORMATIOI 

FRO■ En TORI stl( ■11E ,0111t DASH s ASTER1c~ll1~1 THE 

CHARACTERIZATIOI OF LEVISOI. £A. 
FOR THE IIFORIATIOI OF ATLAltA THE PERSOI WHO 

11. . 
COITACTED LIVISOI WAS A F&AI LUCAS (PHOl!TIC>. l(_ 
EID PAIE ,on 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FIVE 

IY 44•493, 111•1~9194 
0 

FOR TIE IIFORMATIOI OF LAS ANGELES, FRAI LUCAS SAID 

THAT lfALCOLII DAVIS FURIISMED THE TELEPHONE NUMBER OF 

JOEL LEVY <PIIDIITIC> II CALIFORNIA AS TWO ONE THREE DASH 

SEVEI EISHT OIE DASH EIGHT THREE THREE two. LOS AIGELIES 

IS REQU!stl:D TO IDENTIFY JOEL LEVY. ~ ~) 

DD 

LRC R ~AY 

FBI.ASH DC 

.. 
V 
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January 21, .. 96~)1.c... __, 
GENERAL INVESTJGATP .. DIVISION 

This is the case involving the 
murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.~ 

The attached states that infor­
mation has been received that one 
Malcolm Davis who claims to be a 
correspondent of radio America and the 
British Broadcasting Company in New 
York City,allegedly has a tape of an 
interview between James Earl Ray and 
an unknown individual regarding the 
details of a pay-off of the assassin­
ation. The interview is alleged to 
have taken place three months before 
the assassination. (Assassination· 
April 4, 1968) I. fl 

We do not have any information that 
such a tape exists.,4 IL 

In view of the manner in which this 
informti~cwJwtsj)~J¥rF,eA~d, we are 
inst:r;ll~iftt~f~ri Of1ice to 
det~i~e if ~lm-Davis does exist, 
his affililtiif.t.'s°t and to clo el 
follow this matter.llU.. _ L 

Cla 'ed b -- --J: 
REL: rl / ,.!"empt 

1

, ' ., • ? t<;,_~f?; z:.: .. _ -. ., .. !.· 
,,yttl~ L6J) / i '6'-tflA c uo~~lin_it_e__ . . 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1 f62 EDITION 

~SA GEN. REG. HO. 27 i 
5010-106 

, UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Tolson-­
DeLoach-­
Mohr--­
Bishop-­
Casper-­
Callahan-­
Conrad-­
Felt--­
Gale--­
Rosen-­
Sullivan-­
Tave!--

Memorandum 
To : Mr. RoseJl!t'..· 
~~, 1?"I 
FROM • C. /-1t"'an 
SUBJEe 

DATE: January 19, 1969 

1 - Mr. Rosen Trotter-­
Tele. Room-

1 - Mr. Malley /Fl~:~~s 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 
1 - Mr. Gordon 

Philadelphia Office directed a communication to the Bureau on 
1-19-69, advising a Philadelphia news media on 1-19-69, had furnished 
information Reverend James Bevel, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference official, sent a communication to James Earl Ray in Memphis 
stating Ray did not kill Martin Luther King, Jr. , as Bevel was present 
when King was killed. Bevel offered to testify in Ray's behalf. Lieutenant 
George Fencl, Civil Disobedience Unit, Philadelphia Police Department, 
advised Bevel was to hold a press conference with the local CBS affiliate 
at 2:00 p. m., 1-19-69, in Philadelphia. 

ACTION: 

The Philadelphia Office was instructed to monitor the CBS program, 
2:00 p. m., 1-19-69, and submit a teletype summary. Included in the sum­
mary is to be the informltion which Bevel alleges he can testify to. 

JCG:ergOry. 
(6) 

\ltv 
53JAN 3 018_69 r 

SEE ADDEMDVII: GEDRAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
PAGE la. 

10 JAN 241969 

- -
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--.__/ 

ADDEIOJUII: GENERAL llffBSTIGATIVE DIVISIOlf JCG:sds 1/21/69 

At 2:45 p. ■., 1/19/69 Supervisor Joseph Spivey, 
PhiladeJphia DiYision, advised there were DO CBS T. V. or radio 
progra■s OD tbe air in Philadelphia at 2 p.a., in which 
Reverend Ja■es Bevel participated in a press conf-ence. 
Philadelphia is checking N•h their sources. 

r 

- la -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 1/22/69 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ----------,-,-------,--------------ii 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

, I 

-P-

Re report of SA RAYMOND B. HOWE dated 12/13/68 at 
Kansas City. 

On 1/21/69 DALE POLLACK, 4408 Northeast 45th 
Terrace, Kansas City, Missouri, telephonically furnished the 
following information: 

He was reading an Associated Press feature story 
on JAMES EARL RAY which, appeared in the Kansas City Star, 
January 19, 1969. In this story it mentioned that RAY spent 
time in Puerato Vallarta, Mexico. This brought to his 
attention that an indiridual by the name of HEINZ MANGER, a 
former SS officer with the Thi:NlReich during World War II 
and reportedly a member of an organizaton called "Odessa" 
which is reportedly an organization of former SS officers, 

spent considerable time in Puerato Vallarta, Mexico. 

POLLACK advised that he did not know MANGER 
personally but has been a student of post-war German history 
and knows that MANGER has been involved in numerous radical 
movements. 

POLLACK further advised that MANGER presented 
a Mr. and Mrs. KARL RAPP, Leawood, Kansas, a painting while 
they were visiting in Puerato Vallarta. POLLACK did not 

4:~~~~~~. (44-1987) ttt 11, ,:Y..1:: )d~f_t,,/:... 5. 
2-Kansas City ,\~ 
RBH : J0 lh J. ~ "\ '\ ' .. 

(6) ~·~ 
C. C. • Btsfio~ 

pproved: ---,,c.---~,-_+,11-4-1-1----

,!'59 J 

1 JAN 231969 -- _/--­
'e,~\ 

--7 
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KC 44--760 

give the subject matter of the painting but stated it was 
signed by HEINZ MANGER. POLLACK did not believe MANGER 
painted it. POLLACK stated that Mrs. RAPP gave him the painting 
inasmuch as she knew he was a student of German history. 
POLLACK advised that his home telephone is GL 3-2191, his 
business telephone is GL 2-6181 and that he would be glad to 
cooperate with the FBI in this matter at any time. 

Indices of the Kansas City Office negative re POLLACK, 
MANGER or RAPP. 

Kansas City Office will interview Mr. or Mrs. KARL 
RAPP, Leawood, Kansas, and reinterview DALE POLLACK for any 
additional information they may have connecting MANGER with 
JAMES EARL RAY. 

2 
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FD-36• (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 1/22/69 

Transmit the following in -----------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

V. AIKTBL 
10 -------- --------------------' 

All 
(Priority) I 

---------------------------------- -------------L-------

TO: DIUCTOR, IBI (44-38861) 

P'ROII: . ~.~-~ IS (44-1987) . . 

llf 

p 

There are enclosed original and one copy each of 
newspaper clippings in captioned •tter. 

ll'u/· 
c~;: 

6)eUJtBAU (Eni.il4) 
~!l, 

1 IIEIIPlll S ~ 

RGJ:BJf 
(4) 

(All) 

. ~" , 
Sent ___________ M Per _____ _ 

/ 
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3 1 Brurnvn (EU(t • Ji) (VW) 
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:~,:•,;·~~r:· .i:~~fft~t 
:\Stanton '!Reailiea 
(n Roy . deleJ'ISe · ··· 

=2 . By ROY .•• Jf.UlliTON 
1 

~$ - •, , ,~ .... ~Writer 

· ~ . ~lie 1Iefemi~r ft.ugh .: · · ·. ~- to4ay .w~Jlfd~ to 
I z:eac1y, .. :to as ___ s~_ .e fu __ u . , .... _:_1ty (tw·-.difl. ~en.:eof 
i1J1 . i ,.,. 1, for any ~-,PenjV: FQtemall flu'Co. 

u'coii1Uet· , . · · · 1 • . , .· •.·· · · .: • . 

,i__~ ~ttuc. tion_. s w~• issued by Crimi_ nal ~ .T_ udge._. ·.·· w. 
r.~ Battle<lurmg a ·Sfx~,l\\tatinr~iby-Ray.· 
.-.~- l~J$$\ilngthe_order, B!rttleapeate_ d hit,Mlil.,aarti()ri 

·tffktliewant-1 tberuty trial · ' .~' w. · ·. · · 

: ~. begin, as achedultd. on •.Jl'.oteniart. . ·· · - ' · k on 
•·~qh 3. "if ·hinnartty possi- . 1;lte- case.· tdi , • 

. ~-" .. ·. . . . , . · Vlneed nirif,th a:1 di 
:1,foremm,i has .. beea. ill'with . ",m:irk to be doneeyr · · · 

.. ii1flueii.ia and pneumonia in NO ASSURANCE 
-~ and sent word be S 'd S • .. h 
-\ftts unable to come to-Men- ... · ai · ~- ... We ... ave 
·pllis. Battle had asked the a,ocumula,ted,quit.e a batch .of 
.Texas attorney . and Stant.on evidence. · 
:to give him a progress re- But ~e said he amld not 
· . the" tri 1 say "with assurance" the de-Con ir a .. prepara- fense could beteady·for trial 

' 
~ ,_;, • . • - .by March 3. 
. . CLEAR ORDl$R Stanton, 72, a tall, white 
, -~Battle ~aid he was sorry to haired, distingµished looking 
Jitar about Foreman's illness D)an, has be~ practicing 
:fjut he lllade •it ~, he law •.in Memphis for 43 years 

• .::"'!~ted no further, delay in · alld is regarded · as elder 
' _•the trial, which has already · statesman of_ local criminal 
1been continued once. · lawyers. As head of the Pub­
: )3attle told Stanton .that he lit Defender's office, he was 
·:\Q.nted his office "to pre- n1;tmed by Battle as associ­
:a,are this case in' such a ate defense. counsel _when 
~rtranner that if far any rea- -Foreman said' Ray had no 
:SQ,n it becomes neces~ funds to help in his defense. 
•~ur office co.uld take full Ray, charged with murder 
:Oarge of his defense." in the assassination of Dr. 
: :"'James +A. Blackwell, Crim- Martin Luther King in Mem­
'.lnill Court c:;lerk, was or- phis last April, also has:011 
:.tiered . to .dtaw ·up · a copy of Ibis defense team . S,ta.riton's 
~· c:mler alld send it to son, Hugh Stanton Jr. · 
::F<ir.e~ · The Judge -.ed .... · The .~ate w · · · 

::1,tt.t ~· esS- report at .tije · · . ·· 
, :- . 14~ . Phil. Canale 
:; . .,: . Wbeen ap- assistatiU, ·' 
~~~&r; .. tg',.' ·•·· t · andl' ... ·. 

-~~..: 'J~~,. · ..• ~ ' . ~. 

tNCLOSUR8 
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..-~" -.-. - : * --i£ ~ . • . - . • . :-!"-: J., }C:?.. iaent Raf ,Spf!tlds 
'.I Minutes in Coµrt ... 
-~ . . 

••:· :., By CCARK POR,TEOOS · ' --· 
~ • : ~;, " PreSs-Sclmflar Staff Writer 

Six minutes in the life of James Earl Ray: . 
.,. He was led into the courtroom at 10:52 a:m~ iby-two 
;Sherifrs deputies and sat behind Hugh Stanton, ,72,cltlef 
',public <Wfender who :is aiding u,..thedefense and handling it 
'while Ray's ~f coun~ •. Percy Foreman, is ill. . 
: , Ray dooked neat. He was wearing the same dark blue 
.~µit with a ch~. ~ign of the sa~e ~lor that he bas worn 
)n previous cou~ _,appear- . , . . · _ .· . _ 
~~•· He li!d .. 01-. a ;white right arm ,on the arm of his 
~jrt and solid blue ~-~ cbiU!" and .hi1r han,d on his 
.J.®k~ rather pale, which ~. . thigh. He ,pulled b,isJeet µp 
UDder~4able • ~ -,h, · .has · , under 'tlie chait ~<t sat _m9t­
-~n .m-custody Since Jun.e.•8 · · io~s, except.for ~-occa~ . 
. ,~lien·. he was arrested ~tl ~-· slight, motiilil, of his 
D.lndon. He ~s been 1~ _headi : ... ·· 1 

:,sti.elb1 County Jail Sin'¥' J}lly · ' Qnce he gliinced; at Stan• 
Jf., . ·. 'ton ' .. ' . : 

t~=n $ ~a~~th~'M' · .. to:r:ne~-=l::; 
:reported he had a ner:vous h · · Ing . r 
.hibit of pullin,,- on his left e was go to ;call Fore­•11' ldbe. Dµrlng· the six min- !flan , a~d tell . hhn of the. 
:~ . he. was in coux;t he did JUdge s. l~ctions (to pro­
.•. toucb his ear. · · · · · ceed with . the case for tri~ 
~{Gtifying a bit Jt the tem- March . 3 1f humanly poss1-

"'-·•11. '. ,·· .11 • th .b , k 'h' ble) and that he would see ;;;tJ,S an.,. • m · e ac , 1s R f • Ikin ··th F 
. ~rk .liait , wa$ · n ea t:1 y. : ~Yater ta · _g Wt ,ore-
'k4'rimed. :fie stood with oth- . man. · . • 
•«-s in _the tourt when· Judge · ~ay barely nodded, mdi-
· .. · st on, Ba .. t.tle. e. nte. red c~t1~g h·e .. und.erstood·. - but 

1 ediately after his own · dtdn t say a word. 
. · ·· · · " . · He was led-out of the court• 

' <Then Ray sat quietly look- · room at 10:.58 .. He ha<;ln't : 
blg at the ,Judge, who:did said.a wori,LAI1he-hass-1d · 

· t of th.~ .· talki·. ng .. ' .and.. i··n··· ,pre.i. Yi. ous.· ap. ~. ..· .. · ... s .. flal... . , · ned t~y. After a ,.,_,_ idrt_a;~ 
1 Tmtautes:,bepbt'hm.· -•e.-Wt;alpf;fwf~- · : 
. . ' ' ' ";':,e;·,:" ... $tfi i' . ,. 

'tNClOSURS 1/ J-
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-Press,-Scimitar Staff Photo by Tom BOl"ber 

CARRYING BALL FOR RAY 
Hugh Stanton Sr., left, public defender, and his son 

and aide, Hugh Stanton Jr. leave Courthouse after the 
defender was told by Judge Preston Battle to be pre­
pared to assume full responsibility for James Earl Ray's 
defense in the Martin Luther King slaying. 
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Foreman Visits Poctor/, 
May Miss CourtToday 

By JOHN MEANS 
.. 

8
} ames J;ar_ · 1 :Ray_,'~ ~~-~! ~uz,i~ weµ~_ to.! doc~~rday . 

'la. ouston .'\\'-• ., ... ...,. · .....,_~_..,.., · · :· • · .,. . . , -... ~,f\f~~--,~~~•QWW . . , . ·"Jf· 
too sick to appear with his famo:us c;:Ifent in Judge Preston 
Battle's courtroom this morning. · 

Mrs. Percy Foreman would only say, "He ~ ~.the 
doctor's office this morning. I' haven't heard from :hitn.'' 
· Shelby County Public Defender Hugh Stanton . who is Mr. 

Foreman's co-counsel, said he•-- - __, ' - ·. 
understood his flamboyant col- sion transmission from the 
league had contracted pneu- c:ourq-oom,'. despite . his r~~rt 
monia during a bout with. th~ t~ Judge·· ~att!e ·· on th~ Sirhan 
flu. Mr. Foreman's illness was Sirhan tnal in Los Angeles, 
expected to leave Mr. Stanton w~re suc,h a television- s~st~~ 
alone to report to Judge Battle is in operation. 
today on the progress of Ray's The sheriff said, however, 
defense. · "it's a good possibility" a gys-

Mr. Foreman had been tern will be devised to allow 
scheduled to appear with Ray photographs and filming of .Ray 
today, to tell Judge Battle away from the courthouse. 
whether he needed another "It's_ pretty much yes."•if•the1 
continuance to prepare his procedures can be worked out 
defense for the man accused of to satisfy ,tne judge. · · Ji,Idge 
assassinating Dr. Martin Lu- Battle s~id only: "It's s~ill be­
ther King Jr. last April 4. ing discussed. I haven't agreed 

Ray will appear in court, to it yet." 
with or without Mr. Foreman, -~----~-
which meays the.mµimum se-
curity procedures will go into 
effect around the Shelby Coun-
ty Jail and Criminal Courts 
Building again. The security 
measures are a rehearsal for 1 

the March 3 trial date, assum-! 
ing no further delays are· 
granted. 

Judge Battle indicated at 
Mr. Foreman's last appear­
ance in his courtroom that he 
would not look favorably on 
further requests for continu-

. ance. 

The security measures were 
the . subject of• a meeting be­
tween· J u,d g e Battle1 Sheriff 
William N. •Morris Jr. and·the 
sheriff's press officer, Charles 
Holmes, yesterda~. ' 

Sheriff Morris said the meet­
ing resnlte<;l in., a, decision not 
to allow dosed •·eircuit televi-

ENC[23uRE 
ti 
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Beside Gaudy Garrison Seyl~ 
~y CHARLES EOMUNDSON 
Th~ · l~al profession is 

watching the contrast between 
the nerholds-barred, pre-trial 
conduct of . principals in the 
New Orleans case against Clay 
Shaw, accused by Dist. Atty. 
Jim Garrison as a conspirator 
in the assassination of Presi­
dent Jolm F. Kennedy, and the 
stringent guideli~es laid down 
by the trial judge here in the 
upcoming trial of J ~es E~rl 
Ray, accused in the murder of 
Dr.Martin Luther King Jr. 

The feverish, two-year-long 
drive · of Garrison to establish 
an entirely new theory of the 
assassination of President 
Kennedy may have foundered 
on the evidence of X-ray pic­
tures of the late President's 
wounds. - x--· ~- ··~ 

N,Ir. Garrison's case has 
been built on the theory- that 
Kennedy was shot by two, or 
possibly three, gunmen situat­
ed in front of and at a level 
below that of their victim. 
Four physlclans of high repute 

I now have .st~ciied 69 hithw;o 
little-publici~d · X-ray' photos 
of Pr-ea id en, t Kennedyls 
wound.s and found tlie · shots 
were fired from above and 

i slightly to the rear of the Pres­
ident's car. 

. The X-ray photos which 
have stopped Mr: Garrison-at 
least for. the time being-were 

.. the subject of a report made 
public '.I'hursday. The six-foot, 
six-inch· Mr. 'Garrison prompt­
ly sent . an assistaht before 
Ge~ral se·s s ions Judge 
Cliarles W. Halleck in Wash­
in~on and asked access to the 
pictures: . _ 

Judge Hal~ck replied he 
would rele~ the photograph 
to Mr. Garrison only if he we 
shown this was not "a fis . J 
expedition, a,fri:.~0\18' attemr, 
~:=:~~t;~~~ 
and1n~~· ' ,;,_· 

. . ~r: Garrison, xnown lnN~ 
Orleans as the' 'Jolly Green 

· Giant,' :linpatiently has swept 
' aside . all, previou13 contradic- 1 

~ · tions ieX!l)OSed in . his · ''evi• 
dence. "· "';:auch, r,~11, as 
th~e f~ The . Nev York 

l nme,_, Tfie NJw Yoi'ker maga~ 
\ zine aild the:'Nationat:&road-

i ca~~~lAppealalso 

! 
has tooked lnte Garrison's 
charges. Yesterday he acoused 

i Unjted Statd'Atty. Gen. Ram­
l sey Clark . of ieeking to hide 

the truth ·about President Ken-
. nedy's murder, But New Or­

leans observers said there ap­
peared tobe i:eason'to suspect· 
he may welcome a chance to 
bring 'to an ehd his- endlessly 
changing proj"ction of a presi­
dentiaJ. murder plot which he 

· has Jil!opl~~ at<~e time or 

ano~~ri~~~M~.Gar-
' rlson's charges, Mr. ·shaw, a 

retired director of the Interna­
tional Trade Mart in New 01' 
leans who has visited and spo­
ken · in Memphis, was to have 
gone on trial ,before Criminal 
District Court Judge Edward 
A. Haggerty Tuesday. 

In view of the X-rays; Mr .. 
, Garrison Will· go into court at· 

10 a.m. tomorrow and ask that . 
, the trial be continued. 

If the motion ts denied, Mr. 
· Garrison could drop the prose­
, ciltioti and withdraw from the 
: glare of · publicity he · has 
:, basked in since November, 
' 1966. . 
: Some responsible New Or­
' leans citizens would apparent­
. ly approve. Their sentiments 
' seem to have been summed up .. 

iby Aaron JIii. Kohn, managing ; 
' director of the Metropolitan 

New Orleans Crime Comrms­
. sion; who said, "Garrison nev­
. et lets r;e ~ib!lities of' 
, be .. ing~1H,~_~nterfe~ 

with ~g . • an;<• · · 
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It is not entirely clear wheffi:. 
er Mr. Garrison ·tpinkl Lee 
Harvey Oswald, the man gen~ . 
erally considered ! President 
Kennedy's assass~· .·, cne 
or more of the · hots. 
Among a long · h1· -
potheses, Mr. Ga · s 
occasion assumed·• · e elds -
ence of a "second Lee Harve 
Oswald," without fully distin­
guishing between the role of 
the No. 1 and No. 2 claimants 
to the name. 

Many -of his principal plot­
ters are drawn from New Or­
leans' populous and bizarre un­
derworld. Some of his "wit­
nesses" have beei tx-convicts, 
homosexuals, narcotics addicts , 
and former mental patients. 

New Orleans may well ·be 
drawing unflattering compari- · 
sons between Mr. Garrison's 
performance and the m1Wner 
the Shelby County Criminal 

. Court and district attorney's 
office are preparing for the 
trial of Ray. 

While Judge Haggerty has 
imposed no limits on Mr. Gar­
r1son·s reievision appearances 
and cross-country personal ap-

' pearances, Judge W. Preston 
Battle has limited pretrial pub­
licity in the Ray case by for­
bidding interviews from being 
given by law officers and the · 

Pistol-Packing Garrison And· Assistant 
District Attorney With Andrew Sciambra (Right) 

-AP Wirephoto 

attorney general's staff. While stop the press from printing 
Mr. Garrison has welcomed the news developments in the 
the tales of hangers-on who Ray case, opinion is more 
always appear in the wake of a mixed. In ,a long article .in The 
sensational murder, here Atty. New Yorker, Edward J .. Ep­
Gen. Phil M. Canale has stuck stein notes that it is the. press 
to the responsible evidence and TV that have stood in the 
and kept much of that to him- way of Mr. Garrison's attempt 
self pending the trial. to convict Mr. Shaw eveJJ, be­
;On 'JudgE! Battle's attempt to fore the trial opens. ;. 
i' *** *** ' 
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ftormer KingAide:Volunte,~~ 
To Serve As Counsel For R.:iy 

By .ANGUS McEACHRAN 
James Earl Ray reportedly was sent a telegram last night 

from· a former aide of Dr. Martin.Luther King Jr. offering to 
take over Ray's-defense. · •· ·' · .-

, 1It was sent to ~ay, <;:f\allged witlh :thirAJu"i! +. mutj:t~:i: of Or. 
King, et the Shelby Co~J'.iiJ ~$ii•~~am:es U~t.-a 
Southern Ohristian Leadership Conference'~e~r. 

The text of the telegram, according to sources, read: 
"I would like to inform you that 1 WC>U.ld be very.~apPy to 

take your case without fee. I . 
was resent t the Lorraine ph~ne Ca!l at, its. N~w Y,;,rk 

P a office saying the telegram had 
Hotel when Dr. King was been sent. 
killed. You have been charged • In Atlanta, headquarters for 
with m u r d e r i n g bun. Of the SCLC, a high0ranking 
course, I know that you are not spokesman told The Commer­
guilty." . c1;d Appeal the ~ev. Mr. Bevel 

"has 1been under a lot of pres-
The telegraJn w~ also said sure lately. Since J?r. King's 

to have contained added de- death., ~e has go~e mto a deep 
tails of where the Rev. !\ir. depression, an~ 1f he s~nt that 
Bevel could be reached. in telegran;i, l)e is speaking for 
Philadelphia. ~:·:· ·'~:,, hilllSelf.. . 

Sheriff William.N. Morris Jr .• In• SC.LC, the Rev. Mr •. Bevel 
confirmed last night that Ray is ~own _as S?mewh~t Qf a 
had received a telegram ba't rnysµc;:, With his balding top 
declined to reveal the contents atid ·· full beard he has the ap­
' and the name of the sender. · pearance of :a monk._ . 

. , . An ordained m1mster, he 
In rhil~d~lphta, a woman does ·not have a law degree 

w:ho 1denbf1ed herself as an and therefore there is little 
aide to the Re~. Mr. Bevel told likelihood he could represent 

. The Commercial Appeal such Ray in court. The trial is 
: a telegram had. been sent but scheduled to begin March 3. 1 

, all details would have to come , • 
f rrom the minister. Observers close to. SCLC 
I "Reverend Bevel is in a said · Dr. King relied on the 
meeting in -the city right now Rev .. Mr. Bevel to keep him in 

1 and it is impossible to reach touch with the young arid most 
him," said Miss Beverly Ster- militant Negroes because he 
ner. "I can only say that a could speak their language. 
telegram has gone to James . In last year's Poor People's 
Earl Ray offering assistance." March to .. Washington, the 

Miss Sterner was. reached at SCLC director was sent to 
the residence of the Rev. Mr. Memphis to recruit young 
Bevel. marchers. Bu_t he reportedly 

There was no answer at the created· so much dissention in 
Rev. Mr. Bevel's ho?M early Negro ranks when he tried to 
today. persuade· youths to . leave 

school bef9re final examina-
The latest · strange develop- . tiop.s that he-~was replaced by : 

ment in a case which has been. other SCLC staff members , 
overlaid with mystery and from Atlanta. 
strange developments, started He was sept ~1at~r to J>hila­
to unfold early yesterday ~ft. delppia as ~recto! ~f _rt~~vi­
emoon wJumJleuters, -a. British olenteducatten~ - ·, · '' ·""-
wire· service, received .. a. telei; f,., 

( I 

_I 
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OFFERS ·HELP' .:_ The 
Rev. James L Bevel, a 
Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference director, 
reportedly has sent James 
Earl Ray a telegram offer­
ing to take over the de­
fense of Ray, charged with 
the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

, ~staff Photo 
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~~JQrns, .. {;~ 
: "Reporfers~ Appeal 
Revlew .Of CQ,ttempt :Rultng 

· , ls Refused · · 
fn,,n·"l'he °""""""af,APPll!li ·. 
NGshvlli. Bureau . ·· .. 

, NASHVILLE, Jan. 20. -the 
Ten n.e s s e e Supreme Court 
Mon(lay . refused to review the 
case . of two Memphis newiPJ.::. 
per. reporters, cited fpr ~ 
tempt .for 'Violating court or­
der$. on pretrial' pul>lkitY tn 
the·.tames. Earl Ra.y.m~ 
case:. · , 

The high court gaye J¥) rea~ 
son for denying a petition.for a 
writ of certlroari, ·~. If 
granted would have ~ $Jie 
way (or . a Supreme Coµrt're­
~w 9f the contempt citation .. 

on: Sept 30, CriminalCoiirt 
,judge Preston Battle ruled the 
reporters "'-- • Cbarles ~dmlil;Ji· 
son of 'l'he CQmmercial Appeal 
arid Roy ijan:ulton of the l\fem­
'J)hi$ · Pte&s-Scimitar -- and two 
other men were in contempt 
Of. court "'""""""~· ... ' . . 

He did not b;n~s~ sentence 
on any , of the men, pending 
their;. •.:DJ:turl! actions.'~ de$pite 
a reg~st. l,y attm,teys ,for 
Memp1'Js P'O:»Iisblrtg Cp., that 
sentence' · · 96. hmde'<:t' · 'do'wn 
promptly s()1he eas~tnight be 
appealid. · •. , 

Others cited by Judge Ba~e 
were, Arthur H:µies, then JJn 
attorney> for Ray, and Renfro 
Hays,: a private · investig4tor 
who worked fur 'Mr. Hllnes. · 
Ray iS •accused of the sniper 
slaying of Dr. Martin L\ither 
King::Jr. , ,-"Y~ -:,-,,. · 

. lit Noveinlier, • tne neWltrlen 
~gb .tlietr attorney' p(fti~' 
tiQMd COurt. of .CrinQnal ·~~ 
pea~ J'Udse,:,~tk· Will~"~: 

~~vt~::~·---· 
dmutd··· Ute, , . 
~ueet·· .. C·" r:', ., ~. 
J.,~. ·... . 
we$: 

, I 
✓,' i I · \,./ 

r 
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.... 
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January 20,. o9 
GENERAL INVESTIGA TI\ _ DIVISION 
This 1$ the case involving the 

murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The attached relates to a television 
interview of the Reverend James Bevel, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
in Philadelphia, PA., who statei he has 
evidence that Ray did not kill Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Bevel also stated he 
refuses to divulge evidence;ihe has 
offered to defend Ray in court although 
he is not a licensed attorney. 

We have no information indicating 
anr evidence that Bevel may have. 

You will be advised of pertinent 
developments. ~ ~~ t,a/.,J.,. 

. ,1/t,, I 

~rr ~ ~ 
REL: bj f b,1t 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL fOIM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. HG. NO. 'J.7 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
JUNE 

:Mr. DeLoac~- ,.,..., ... ~x DATE 
J :.·' 

............... ~ 
,_ ... 

:A. Rosen 't'1r I 
-f ·. 

January 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

22, 1969 

DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 

~~~/~d. 
Gale 
Rosen 
Sullivan ·· • 
Tavel 
Trotter __ 

Tele. Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ _ 

' J i 1 Mr. McGowan 
s UBJECT~MCJRKIN 1 - Mr. Long 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 

This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. l,( . ,,, / 

We have received information that one Ma~~,m...,..~ 
who claims to be -.!-2,2~!:~!.P-Q.Ddent ,tf .Radio..America and the_ 

J 
Bri ti~li _ Qr..O.,~-®ll.B..ting .. Company in N~~X2fk City, allegedly had 
a tape of an interview between James Earl Ray and an unknown 
individual regardi~ the details of a payoff of the 

[
assassination. The interview is alleged to have taken place · 
three months before the assassination (assassination April 4, ! d 
1968). We do not have any information that such a tape exists;>'- l{_ 

~ The information regarding the tape has been obtained 

l from a technical surveillance of the telephone of one 
Stanley Levison. A confidential source who has ur ished fJ t/ 
~,liable information in the past, described Stanl Levison ~ u 
as a se~ret member of the Communist Party as of July, 963. 

l 
we have' also IearnecY-"fhat' tlii's·-n ... · d ·tape will be for ed 
to an individual by the name of Joe evy in Los Angeles~ 
California. We have learned of the te phone number of 
Jatt~ av$~) · 

. 
·· · We have further determined that Malcolm Davis resides 

in:l(ew York City and Davis was formerly with the British 
Broadcasting Company, but is now a free-la~~riter who makes 
occasional appearances whenever there is, l.lfF<i for a P•••FSQJ-.~UL•---~.,...ie..;;r; 
with a pronounced British accent, on tele*s.ion ~ .. . . ... · . . .. ~ ?,5>'5 

REC .fa JMI p./.969 
Our Los Angeles Office advises us £hat Joel Levy .;;.• 1 

l is not identifiable in their files nor is he identifiahJe.jq 
the records of the various law enforcement agencies in the area': ---
Los Angeles has further determi that the telephone number 

l
of Levy is listed• to one Marjorie argent of van Nuys, 
Ct_lifornia. We do not have any i ation regarding ··•r 
Marjorie Largent in our records. tctJ'-= ~....;:JfPJ_-,,., 

ACTION: In view of the nature in which the telephone number 
ot Levy, registered to Marjorie Largent, was ob~$ined-, (-q!chnical 
surveillance) Los Angeles being,structed not to fntervie_w_ · v 
Largtt at this time. \h.' . . '.,.~ \'t>°- I:!' 

To I"\ r, !) ~ ~r·r.f:.--. !; :f2. , ·· , '.1,\~ 

'
r -,: J . 51 ;t, .... ✓~ - ' \,•-···,:re,.,.,,.._.., \.~ \~ 
( . ' . ~ 15"•~: - "., ' ·.- :· ''.':if\-C.. . ~ ' itEL: s ~. \ ! r 1- p... '•-.,, .... .(c,,/;2 - : _1.-, i :1-~.-U--.., <;. , l j I} 

(7) tr )/\ ~<,,.\ J: 
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TBLBff'PB 

January 23, 1969 
PLAIHTEXT 

URGENT 

1 - Mr. Long 

10: 

PROII: 

IIURl:llf 

SAC, LOS AlfGBLBS (44-1574) 

DIREC10R, J'B~ (44-38861) ··· :{° ~- t3 
C, 

~ 

J'.AMUARY 21, LAST. 

YOU SHOULD MOT IKTIRVIBW IIARJ'ORIE LARGDT, NOR 

SHOULD YOU COlfDUCT Alff FURTBD INVBSTIGATIOK UNLESS BUREAU 

SPBCIPICALLY ADVISES. 

1 r/DJIPBIS (44-1987) (airull) 
I 

REL: jms, 
(4>"t{-/ 

NOTE(' See Rosen to DeLoach memorandum dated 
daf>tioned, "Murkin" REL:jms. 

':', - . :, -. ! \ t.:H 

vj~·;~r~~~~ JJ~v 
1.1] c i r .hl '.' ED ...1 

Tolson __ 
Deloach __ 
Mohr __ _ 

Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ 

'"""la.JA Tavel 

Trott _ · ·~-N-· 
3 11 _ 1-Jiy 

Tele.~ l 1~~6J ~ HolmeS· - I ~ 
Gandy __ MAIL R TELETYPE UNIT 

1-22-69, 
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., 

WA •• • 24 

1/:A TfiE1 VP[ }/ '. 

ENCIPHEIH.O I 
·-,.,..,,,__,.------~----,--.. . . ; 

FBI NEW YORK 

8•25 PM URGENT 1•21•69 WPK 

TO D~TOR 44-38861 AND 100•438794 CPLAINTEXT) 
/ 

ATTENTION DOMETIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

FROM NEW YORK 44-493 AND 100•149194 IP 

MURKlN;;;CR COO-MEMPHIS) COMINF'IL SCLC IS-C (QQ .. ATLANTA). 

RENYTEL ONE TWENTY SIX NINE • 

MALCOLM DAVIS, MENTIONED IN RE TEL, RESIDES ONE FORTY 

TWO EAST FORTY NINETH ST., NYC, AND IS SUBSCRIBER TO UN­

LISTED TELEPHONE NUMBER PL NINE-SEVEN FIVE FOUR SIX. 

NEW YORK INDICES REFLECT NO IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION. JAMES 

BUTLER, VICE COUNSEL, BRITISH CONSULATE EIGHT FORTY FIVE 

THIRD AVE., NYC, ADVISED MALCOLM DAVIS IS KNOWN TO THEM AS 

FORMERLY WITH BBC BUT IS NOW A FREE•LkNCE WRITER WHO MAKES 

OCCASIONAL TV APPEARANCES WHENEVER THERE IS NEED FOR PERSON 

WITH PRONOUNCED BRITISH ACCENT• ~C j\.3, , ,,J .· C" / ,, / /-;1.;::i'-j_.,,_, 
AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ATLANTA, MEMPHIS AND OS ANGELES. 

END 

WA ••• EFH 

CC- MR,. SULLIVAN 
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WA - 1 

700 PM URGENT 1/19/69 CRR 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS <44•1987) AND ATALNTA 

FROM PHILADELPHIA (44-1368) (P) 

MURK IN. 

REMYTT ONE NINETEEN SIXTYNINE. 

CPLA ~JTEXT) -i 
k.~:,;,;:;:,:::·:.· :·. ·-- t 

( i 

REV. JAMES BEVEL, .SCte' OFFICIAL IN PHILA. APPEARED ON WCAU TV 

SPECIAL NEWS INTERVIEW BETWEEN HALVES OF.NFL ALL STAR FOOTBALL GAME TO~.· 

STATE HE HAS EVIDENCE THAT JAMES EARL RAY DID NOT KILL DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR. BEVEL REFUSED TO DIVULGE EVIDENCE TO INTERVIEWER BUT SAID 

HE HAD OFFERED TO DEFEND RAY IN COURT BEACAUSE ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT A 

LICENSED ATTORNEY, HE WAS LEARNED IN THE LAW AND HAD SPENT MUCH TIME 

DEFENDING CASES IN COURT AND HAD PUT ALL THEFACTS TOGETHER TO StlW SHOW 

RAY WAS NOT GUILTY. I 

BEVEL ALSO SAID ALL HIS FRIENDS DID NOT BELIEVE RAY WAS GUILTY. 
;- i JAM J/7 1%) 

HE SAID HE WAS SPEAKING FOR THE REV. RALPH ABERNATHY AND SCLC BUT 

THE PRESS INTERVIEWER SAID THATAN OFFICIAL OF SCLC IN ATLANTA TOLD THE 

NEWS MEDIA THAT BEVEL WAS UNDER PRESSURE AND SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF ONLY. 

END 

EFH 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. LHM FOLLOWS. 

FBI WASH DC 
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. 
FB1 WASH DO~ 

FBI MEMPHIS 

414PM 1-24-69 URGENT SDC 

TO ,,,/ir{R EC TOR 44-38861 
/ 

4 
FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 

/.---- ----.. '-., 

0fuR~) 

HOERAL BUREAU Of INVfSTIGA,lufl 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

JAN241969 

:T.E~.-

2P 

ON JAN. TWENTYFOUR, SIXTY NINE, ME THREE THREE EIGHT R 

'M~. T!>l11!n'IL.- : 
Mr. DeLo~c'IL.­
Mr. J!,foh'".-­
Mr. Fh,hop __ 

1\1r, c~~pe-r_._ 
J:,;x. Callahan __ 
Mr. C0111:sd.­
M-r. Felt,-·----: 

Mr. ~1i?..?::M-
:;: ~ 1 
M:?.~ 'I'?e1 .. Yet-, 

I 
M_r. Trott.e:".\-- ! 
T('Je. Ro,,ri . 1 
Miss Holmet.-j 
M:i,m Gall).dJ- ~ 

\--··-t 
-~ a:• ;/' ;', ,..__. 

!JI~/) 
1· I ,_ 1~ 
. \ 

ADVISED THAT JAMS BEVEL OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

(SCLC), ACCOMPANIED BY YOUNG MALE NEGRO, CEDRIC MOORE, FORMERLY OF 

MEMPHIS, NOW OF PHILADELPHIA, PA., ONE (FNU) RUTHERFORD, SCLC GENERAL 

MANAGER, AND CFNU) NIXON (PHONETIC), FORMER CAMPAIGN MANAGER OF 

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY OF COMEDIAN DICK GREGORY, WERE IN MEMPHIS, 

TENN. ON NIGHT JANUARY TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYNINE. BEVEL CLAIMED TO 

HAVE CONFERRED FOR SEVERAL HOURS JANUARY TWENTYTHREE, SIXTY NINE, ON 

EIGHTH FLIOR OF PEABODY HOTEL WITH JAMES EARL RAY'S ATTORNEY, 

PERCY FOREMAN, AND LATER FOREMAN AND BEVEL CONFERRED WITH RAY IN 

SHELBY COUNTY JAIL. AT ABOUT TEN P. M.llflEfo''f i~fir/P,Jl.~ff~ ( 
CONFERENCE AT CLAYBORN TEMPLE AME CHURCH;-AT ~HIC~ H' INVITED 

DELEGATES TO NATION COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MI-WINTER CONFERENCE 
:.: .-: .. : ;;N ;>:~! tJr~ < 

THEN MEETING IN MEMPHIS. BEVEL CALIMED THAT HE WAS CONVINCED OF 

RAY'S INNOCENCE IN KILLING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CLAIMED AMERICA 

IS TRYING TO!LYNCH RAY. CLAIMED SCLC PRESIDENT, REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, 

rs ALSO CONVINCED OF RAY'S INNOCENCE. HE REFUSED TO FURNISH THE , 
BASIS FOR HIS STAEMENTS, OTHER THAN TO CLAIM HE HAD "PROPHETIC 

"4). 

PO~lf Fe36~L ~i"i/ THAT HIS CON VIC TI ONS REGARD! NG RAY 'sc~NN_~cE~~~-~,.,t, 

HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY HIM WITH ABERNATHY AND OTHER SCLC LEADERS / 
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ATPAGE TWO 

ME 44-1987 

A RECENT SCLC RETREAT IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND HE HAD CONVINCED 
'I 

THEM HE HAD PROOF OF RAS INNOCENCE, INDICATING THAT HE IS MAKING 
r--

THESE CHARGES WITH ACQUIESCENCE OF SCLC LEADERS. 

AIR MAIL COPIES TOO ATLANTA AND PHILADELPHIA. 

P. END. 

PGH 

FBI WASH DC 

@ 
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Routing Slip 
0-7 (Rev, 9-25-i,7) · 

TO: SAC, 

CJ Albany 
Cl Albuquerque 
[zJ Anc:hoiage 
C::J Atlar.t'a. 
CJ Baltimore 
D Blrmlngh,IJm 
CJ Boston 
D Bu{{alo 
D Butte 
D Charlotte 
D Chicago 
D Cincinnati 
D Cleveland 
D Columbia 

B Dallas 
Denver 

D Detroit 
D El Paso 
D Honolulu 

(Copl~s to Offices Checked) 

D Houston 
D lndlanapolls 
D Jackson 
D Jacksonville 
D Kansas City 
D Knoxville 
D Las Vegas 
D Little Rock 
D Los Angeles 
D Louisville 
D Memphis 
OMlaml 

8 Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 

8 Mobile 
Newark 

D New Haven 
D New Orle'ans 
D New York Clty 

l 
:-::J liorfolk 
:_:_:] Oklahoma City 
~ Omaha 

D Tampa 'T 1 

D Washington Field 
D Quantico 

D Philadelphia 
1=:J Phoenix TO LEGAT1 
D Pittsburgh D Bern 
D Portland D Bonn 
D Richmond D Buenos Alrea 
D Sacramento 8 Hong Konc;r 
D St, Louis London 
D Salt Lake City D Manila 
D San Antonio D Medco, D,F, 
D San Diego D Ottawa 
D San Francisco D Parla 
D San Juan § Rome 
D Savannah Santo Domlnqo 
D Seattle Tokyo 

0 Sprlnq°i./'J.'}./fJ$ 

Date 

RE1 JAMES O. BUP.ST 
ATLANTA,G"EORGIA _ 

· Rf:SI;ARCH (CO!UU:SPONDENCE AND TOURS) 

Retention 
D F'or Information D optional 

.lt.. F'or appropriate 
D action D Surep, by 

D The enclosed ls for your Information. If used In a future report, D conceal 
all sources, D paraphrase contents. 

D Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA _____________ _ 
dated 

-.i .... ·.-.=n"""c~1-=-o-=~,...,~-u ...... ""'n.1"€"'='"",,.....,.t,,_~--0,,_(•,,__{"'"'".:..rc.c-~1_,~,...,:u=-t --=m a com municatloa !ram 
c-#\~'n~.ht-d 1ncllv14uat who c:.·ull1ot u-~ U~ntl!i<.:-d in-Bu.fil&:-a • 
. a.!4ce there is no return :v.kfrc0s, Udi:; corrmiru1icatloo ls not 
bcinb n,:klJ.O\;;'-ICd~. i'i1) £!r;.niiieMC(~ cnn ~ at~~chcd to the 
!nforrcaUon In correr;prm:·knt' s telc~"U. Adv ls"' Bu.rear& 
by rt1turu roating ell? of ruty per&ent Wo~atlon In your 
:!ilea which v:ould clttriC, t,af; m~anlng of tbia communica• 
Uon9 Sub:nlt rouUng sllp1, undeJ" abo't~ capU.OA, to re1;ach L ,,i 
Bur~11 no later thm 3/:J/fi,0. _ (2'/b 

EFT:1af (6) 
Enc. 

Bullie 

Urflle 

..... -------------------
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BIAOOS 13011 EST JAN 21 $9 KRELAA009 1 (¥1P,i'- k~ 
,, -1/Jt -·- < ,, ... ~-- ------· ,,__. 

A LLJ2GG OA NL COLLECT ATLANTA GA 20 

J EDGAR HOOVER, EXECUTOR OF THE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHDC 

CERTIFIED OSWALD WAS NOT THE HAN THAT 

· KILLED 'PRESIDENT PER , AY THE NURDER OF· HARTIN LUTHER KING 
. us~ 

CANNOT BE TRIED IN 1~HE UNITED STATES YOUR LOCAL OFFICE .TRIED 
,· 

TO TELL NE THAT HE KNOW WE H.-!\VE RECIPROCAL CONTACT WITH CUBA 

NY SUGGESTION IS. YOU CONTACT MYSELF AND A COUPLE OTHER MARINES 

I H!\NT GOOD MARINES WHEN THOSES PLANES LAND WE WILL SEND THEM . 
J. 

BACK 70 MMMI 

JAMES O HURST• 

,./ ,/ 

91 
7 9 FEB 6_-1969 

. ~-' / /;, 
,.-;;;-;,r'----··--:.,--;r- ' 

\ 
·~ 

' 
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