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/Iii..' _ ,, 
~WASH .DC 

f) .~ _/ 
~Vl ,/ 

F? MEMPHIS/ 

650 PM ~ENT 3~7-69 DND 

TO _Jl-RECTOR (44-38861) 

~M MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION SECTION 
MAR7 1969 

~_£LE1:YP_£ 

l "·· "" , a 11 ,... • I!. O.!OOnl, __ 

'! 011-. Dei..o!!t-,h.__ 
,! P·h . l':'fo [1.,,. 

j r.-lllr. Bishop _ 
\ llifr. C;sisper_ 
j P1fr. Cailah~;u.__. 

I M:r. Conr1u!._ : 

M.r.N2_"'eit 
; Mr. ·,..1---= 1 

,: M:r, ~-~, l"l--...a __ I . 

Ii Ml,·. Sullivmi_ ! 
1 

i M[1·. T1wd __ I! 
/ Vfr. Trotter_ I 
· T,~(,. Rooll!L_ /: I Mb::: H,,!P.l.00_ I 
I ,. • I 
: ~~~~➔ l1~ndy_ ' 

~ -~-. .~:~,;c __ ....,.,.._ 

REFERENCE IS MADE TO MEMPHIS AIRTEL DATED NOVEMBER THIRTEEN, 

SIXTYE"IGHT, AT WHICH TIME BUREAU FURNISHED COPIES·· OF SUMMONS FOR SAC, 

MEMPHIS, AND SA· ROBERT FITZPATRICK, MEMPHIS DIVISION, TO APPEAR 

AS WITNESS~S IN JAMES EARL RAY TRIAL. ALONG WITH SUMMONS WAS. 

INF.ORMATI,ON SETTING FORTH THAT SA'C AND SA FITZPATRICK .SHOULD, ~--,,, 

DISREGARDiDATE OF NOVEMBER TWELVE AS APPEARANCE DATE IN COURT. 

BO'l',H WE:~E .T_O BE NOTIFIED AT LATER.f6t(1~AS, TO T~ME OF PERSO~AL. . ,,.._ ,,.,; 

APPEARANcE.:;fN COURTROOM. i'105. c/ l/- 3 g & <P/ - 6--S-o/ r 
. . 

ON MARCH SEVEN INSTANT, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ROBERT DWYER ADVISED lHAT SAC SHOULD APPEAR MONDAY NEXT AT EIGHT 

A.M. IN HIS OFFICE. DWYER ADVISED THAT POSSIBILITY EXISTED ~HAT 

,SAC MIGHT HAVE TO TESTIJiY REGARDING INSTANT CASE. ~.-er w,1/2.'$.,,'"t' ..,...~ 

UACB., .SAC WILL APPEAR EIGHT A .M., MONDAY NEXT, Il'l..Q.t!ICE OF 

---- ---EXECUTIVE :ASSISTANT ATTORNEY, GENERAL DWYER. P. ~ 

/J . M,,.j • AMI> M~~ 10 7969 
·CORR TIME SHLD BE §50 f;,/J.r t)d~~ rf(\fllr-· --==,· 

t - ~oJ-1C . tf2.Jr' ......_ 
E' _4·MAR r 71869' 4° J}e Jb1 p/?ti ~ ,.0 ,/ 
MKA j)JO ~ 

FBI WASH DC 
~m.. ROSEN MR. DELOACH FOR THE DiRECTOR 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEM. REG. NO. 27 • S0I0-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. De LoacJJ-/4,./ 

I 

/--.., 

I 

DATE: March 10, 1969 

Tolson 

DeL~ 

~ij < 
C spe 
Callahan--
Conrad 
Fell' i' 

~/ 
, 
' .f __ 

Tave! 
Trotter 

FROM : A. Ros 

~\ ~,.--~·---~ 
1 - Mr. DeLoach Tele. Room-

1 - Mr. Rosen Holmes 
Gandy 

1 - Mr. Malley 
SUBJEC : MURKIN ,,./ 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Bishop 

- "'~ 

_,.,. 
1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In eonnection with the scheduled appearance of James Earl Ray and 
his attorney, Percy Foreman, in State Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, 
today at 9:30 a. m. , the Executive Assistant to the State Attorney General, 

l 
Shelby County, Memphis, has requested that SAC Jensen appear at his office 
this mm,r,ning as the possibility exists that SAC Jensen may be called upon to 
testify in state court. -

The State Attorney General desires to be fully prepared in the event 
Ray enters a guilty plea and if required, SAC Jensen will testify concerning 
receipt of evidence from Memphis Police Department and the chain of evidence; 
bri.ef resume concerning extent of investigation conducted by FBI to identify Ray 
through fingerprints found on items of evidence; and brief statement tha~BI 
investigation to date has not identified any other individuals in a conspiracy. ,,

1 ,,_ 
. __ , /' I 

This was discussed with Mr. D. Robert Owen, De·puty Assistant/. ,. 
Attorney General, Civil Rights Division of the Depaf'tmerif-~ on 3-9-69, an / 

) Mr. Owen advised that SAC Jensen should appe~.·,_a~ requested and he i Jt 
personally giving authority to SAC Jensen to appear and testify. Mr. en 
also advised that a Departmental attorney will be in Memphis today to protect 
the Government's interest. SAC Jensen has been instructed to appear and if 
necessary testify along the lines set forth above. _, 

ACTION: For information .. You will be kept advised of all developments. 

REL:erg~ 
(8) ~·-

~ ~d ~ 
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MR. Mo"!ifLEE ,.INNE;, 

.,. 

c/o UNITED ~TATES EMBASSY, 
100 WELL IN Tl"-M_---o-c,...,.....___ 

- OTT , ONTARIO. • 
DIRECTOR, F,B,I, 

RCMf' FILE 

&YH-<tJ--191-{/?-t6 
BU FILE 

-t./'-/- 3E'/I / 
STATUS 

-'FL~:3'<3' ~ 
. REV, 1-5~8 

CRIMIN AL .INVESTIGATION BRANCH 
R.C.M. POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
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i . ROYAL . CA~ADIA .MOUNTED, P.OLICE . ,.,...-.,.,, . G.ENDARM RIE: ROY ALE DU CANADA 
R'c:M"t~RC.ta°82 • ._ . .- - ... ,\ C 237 . ...... 

RE: 

·-~ : ~-------
OTHER FILE, REFERENCES:'. 
,REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS:.•· 

DIVISION 

, fili_H 

SUB-DIVISiON - SOUS-DIVISION 

l'r.t· ,_ ,·;• ,, n .-
1.,:J-! l..,1t;.A,~lc~ 

DETACHMENT - DETACHEMENT · 

. _REV. 1-4-66 

RCMP FILE REFERENCES: 
REF. DOSSIERS GRC: 

OBJ ET: O-
no: l:ifart in L1J,the.w .f~ lIIG : -

.J'.,1h:i.,fd{rr- o:f · ..; . 

. Assistfl.'1Cd t6 ¥ • .B.·I. 

. . 

1.. . J!!o:t":ri:s · Kf;J.;.TZ.'ER B&u:-r.i.rit~.r· \q,as, .::cnnt:=3.{;t~d this ,ct.at~ 1 and he-
e.dvtr,mrl th&t ·he ha.ct n.o'..bbjeqtiori to me. rc~intf}rvic~xir1g his clicnt-
, .... , ,.,,f-,;'.: /i;'•'-'T''T~;t;: ·,..,~ lr'n<:" .,.,._ •tt '1•'•1·'"-" :>,,-.,n·.,.,. ·i··~ , .. ~;c,- -~,~"ni"'"'-...,,.,~,, ;::r.,... '·1.,..,.,,H.,,.,,.,n,·,r;'.' 
yJ;,.iD:l.J....,, t._.,~\t.;.f.-.i..~(,;,\J ~z,:.J ,;).~.-...~ 1.t\~· ..i..·1 ..,,:..:.;:.. .. ..;,;;. (,t\ ........ !.-.• , J:"t !{.l.~ J..r.L: -... .... ::tt~;,:t\;,i-C .• .th.;. t,;.~.;,.~-c.ci.J.~e--~~ · 

, •. 110- 1
,c, :·1:-.:,.; T{r:,,:n>·1";•\'f;; .,,,. J•oi<~ ,,,C•f'·'-'"""'l; '{,] ~F"l"'f'"'· :_,i.- "-i.•.,.i.- I-' . t . . \;(} , a•/\,•.;:,• , .. , ..• ,!..l.-- 1,.1 ~, ,., v.1.~,l.:~l;., a,,.,,. ·• . .f,,).Ej,·;~ $:t,, lh).1.,,,.r,,!. '1..rl.iW&:, Sll1£1 

i·r.:1t1 "i.rit~ t:il.-;iv.i&tJccl.11 

3 • 
i.ii f)ttnt~~a in 

J:~CATJ1ffj advised t.hf~t she is ~illing to be irrterv5.e'h·ed 
the pre::,enc"Q · t1f her ·1,ai,ry0r by sn:1~-i:'rna in /tt.1t.horit.y froi::1 
:Lt 116 c.in -convince· her t1:w't her e;v.idonco. :t11:1 ,_m:::rter:ia1 ,::n"·r,l·,i~"" .• , .. :,d 

,·,.;..,;I i;·'•H . ,-,, :); "'""•"" 

t.o · tho c2.se, she. will. con$ide)." tho posGJihilit.y oi' · appe;;,1.riri.3 ,$1.S -0.·. 

,,\fit.r10!.is •. tlr. i'ZFffJ:;i~;i·:Jt advised t~J-v:it he .cm"i.,n:tnbr \"Jut:ld J:1ot t~11;0w h.is 
J . .: C<\1'"~.. • ,. ~) .-'),<_ .... '~•·"1 .•·.,,_· ::-:,r~..,t'r).~ .. - .... -i,· - •~ .. it .... ~. -~1Ji ,4 ... t; """'"i ,:( ... lr"I- ~ ';'f,:'l ··•t· =t-.01 tt ·i ~ .~ C .. J..\\.,;'J.1;. t.i) lt--P.c·•G~ .. t i~ .. -·~• .. •-'•.l;••·:t.::, B.,.:, a -~ neso, \,{ .. d.,1 .. vU.t,. 1..1.,, b t.t- ·-'>-D.t', 

t{r ;3r.1mtttJ.t10 .. frc;rn t.hoi~e ·i11 a r~11~~-~:t;i()1'l to ·t~·e.-1~_1 t~t1e~ 0:tactl·y i1liK1t is 
· i r. ;f!i>l ved •. · · 
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( ., MAY 1962 EDITION 
, /'•,,. 0Pi'1bNAL FORM.NO. 10 • .5010-106 

•) GS~ GEN, REG. NO. 27 

\\ .. ----;-.:UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • Tolson / 
DeLoach__L__ 

TO 

FROM 

Memorandum 
Mr. 

✓-~✓-
DATE: March 7, 

1 - Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
l - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

1969 

DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 
McGowan 
Long 
Bishop 
Sullivan 

-r{Jfj,P~tl-
~Casper __ 

Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 

Sullivan--
Tave] __ _ 
Trotter __ 
Tele. Room­
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ 

This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Judge W. Preston Battle, Crim'irial Court, Memphis, 
Tennessee, has advised that Percy Foreman, attorney for 
James Earl Ray, requested· permission to have Ray in cour·t 
Memphi_s, Tennessee, at 9:30 a.m. Monday, March 10, 1969. 
Judge Battle expressed the opinion that Mr. Foreman desires 
to enter a guilty plea (state charge of murder)' on Ray's 
behalf at that time, although, the Judge professed not tb 

1have specific information on this point .. Judge Battle 
trequested that this matter be given no publicity whatsoever. 

ACTION: 
This is for 

following this matter 
information. 
and will keep 

n ~-•?' 
;;jv 

SAC, Jensen, is closely 
the Bureau advised. 

\/ 
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0-19 (B,ev. 7-17~8) Tolson ____ _ 
DeLoach ___ _ 

. . Mohr _____ _ 

R .. ay1 

•·• .H· ear1· n· g ~f_ !· {. . i~o~~:e ~~~~~:~a~~~~~:!"b.fn~~~\ 
'Tennessee . 1 a w concerning 
lpleas of guilty in capital cases. 

G I Pl H d 
'A newly enacted state law p_r~-

ul ty ea l·nte ,vides that Ray would be ellgi-
. 1' 'ble to go before a board for pa-

. . • . · ; ', ,role considerati,cm -after ~er~-
. s · 1in"· 30 of tlie 9g years. 

By Jim quires . "' t. t had'sai'd it would · •· , · The s a e, 
. Special to The Washin~~-P~st __ - -~ - " - J _iseek . the death '' penaJlty for 

MEMPHIS, March 7-James ; . ¥emphis ~ public, .. :cl~ffj:p.d~r iRay. However, most observers, 
Earl Ray has agreed to plead :Hugh Stanton, who °?'a~ ap•i\,including the prosecut~~f• 
guilty to the murder of the :pointed by Battle to aid Fore- 1 'doubted that , the pen Y 
Rev. -:c.; Martin Luther King . •~an, is, said to have ~a~e the j \would be le".ie~- _;t .- ' ·· · .~· 1- 1

1 

_ ~ . · . first move but the district a{- Criminal Junes. have• raT~. Y •"'" 
Jr. and accept-a:99-year prison :tor:ney's office refused t<i dis- :ordered capttal punishment !n 
sentence, so_urces close to the ·cuss it "as ,a mere possibility" '\recent years and iwhen th Y · 
case reported .t~ni,ght. , . . . : and w~u1d not untn· Ray made ,have', Tennessee go•ve[~0

~~ , 

The agreement is expected 'a. specific o.ffer. • · --~!.:Ive commuted themt.o 'in, 
· · ' / "R d'fi ·t 1 ·' d · Tlhe last execu 1 n · to be disclosed Moriday at -a ay w,as i m e Y oppo.,e• years. . 1050 1 

. · . . . · . ,to a guilty plea in the pegin- ithe state ~as m ~ · t-' 
~-30 a:m. heai,mg b_efore .. Crim- ,ning," the source said. "But \.. Ray's t:ial ~as ~been P~~Y 
mal Court Judge W. Preston ,fm:.eman is convinced~ g,uUty : oned twice, first wh,en 

:Battle. . . ' . I plea is the .. only way 'cfiaf'Ray 1 ~ired Hanes las! N9vember 
i Battle, scheduled to preside - - -. -. -,~-.- -- : -. --. --- .11 the day before it was sched-

Bishop _____ _ 
Casper ____ _ 
Callahan ___ _ 

Tavel _____ _ 
Trotter ____ _ 
Tele. Room __ _ 
Holmes ____ _ 
Gandy ____ _ 

:s ecia1 nearmg was .s~t t('t the ;death p;• ena1ty." · · ·· o ·M-arch · 3- but_ Battle, gra11:ted ·-·-- . -L I ' flApnl7 - -~t· of-R--ay's- ·a--t-tor:hey---:Per- ' The· source said 'Foreman. a seccir;id~ d~ay _un 1t·" --" -. , ,. re ues · ' - · I . ,_ · · ·, · oc ques · ~-
cy Foreman' of _Hous'fon. -.,. I .began trying' to convince Ray I !!\Fore~~-~--'-~-·----~ - ;,;'- ~· 

B-ttl Foreman a11d District of this "as soon: as he (Fore- , 
a _ e, . 1 \ man) fourid out what he h~d 

Attorney Gener~l Phil Cana e gotten irito." : . · ' : . ' ; . 
all declined to disclose the na- ., Asked today about 'the ·ire;· 
ture of the hearing. But both ported· guiltf !plea; }forema~ , 
pros~cution and defense relied: "None of your ·-busi-

- firmed · reports ness." Canale said only "no : 
sources •con . . \ comment.".· ' -
.that a· long;negotiated agree-

1 
• • 

t betwe'en·, Foreman and 1 • TV Intpr.v1ew ., , .,., ~ . , 
men . . . 1 ·, i -· · 1 

C 1 a· "guilty plea" will i (Foremaµ, J _in. an n'cerview : 
The Washington Post ..,,,,- J 

Times Herald----11-----+---·------'-'-
ana e on ·_. 4 ;today with c'orrespondent Ed 

form~Uy pe-presen d to Bat- 'Rabel ' telecast'·' ·on\ ,Walter' 
tl~~t_!_i~ ·~:_.'_'_-_ \cronkite's'~B'.s .. E~~ning N~w~ 

1 

, T_•he sources ,said• he ,agree- program, sai~, Itd_18 tth8. prlVl-_ 
1
, ,· ",_; ,>;1' C, -\ J,, -· • ,lege"of your·me,,1~: .. o .. _.specu-
ment pro~id_es -that Ray plead :late: ''It is'' my reqmr~d ·,quty. ! 

,guilty to first-degree. murd~r 1

1
undeit- the orders, of t~e t:ou_rt 

\in exchange for_ ,a recomll)-en- ;npt _to dis.cuss a_~ythmg con- ·. 

ldaition frorri the. district. atto,r- ,cernmg this case. , _ 
' . . • , : . (Judge Battle has issued• 

\

ney's office for, a ·99-year ser. .strict ,,oJ.'ders · on pretr\al. pub-
tence. · . · Ucity to the principals 'in the 

T,he agreement was report- Ray· case.) ' 
,ed.ly completed l_ate Thursq._ay -Author William Bradf·ord 
\o: . early t O d a y. ~orem~n. H~ Ray's ..,bi,ograph~r wno l 
1
v1sited :,aaJ'.. f?f:.-~b~ut_five mm- has been extremely clos~ to 
1
utes th~~ morning m the Mem- Hanes . and Forem/m, . confirm-
.phis jail cJ~~dl wt~erhet· he ~ats ed, that, the agreeqient had . 
:been,}le-ld un eir,, -1g, ,securi Y been 'reached and lihat Ray 
;since,: .being returned !here would e·nter a guilty plea. 
:from .London July 19. · . It' was learned 'that un~er. 
. · Ray was arres,ted, in London the terms of the agreement 
\June 8 and char?edrwith the_ Ray will,off~i: the'plea an~ al 
\murder of Dr. Kmg; who was• jury will be empaneled to iJ?·, 
ishof,down on. a ·motel balcony< pose the sentence. Jurors w1lli 
l1ast. April 4. •·.. ; · · · be asked to abide by the rec- 1\ 

I · · F" · d ommendation of the' court, 
_Lawyer ire which will be a 99-year prison,, 
\ Sources cl~se to ~ay ,and :o term. . ·, 
\the prosecution .sa:id nego:tia- ''The state will put on a sort! 
\tions for a :pos,nble gmltY,I of prima-O'acie case-three or! 
Ip.lea have been under way; :flour witnesses," the source! 
\si,I1ice early Janu_ary, · twol said. "All the jury'wi,l have t-'.ll 
jmonths after Ray ~ired att_~r- ldo''\5°£ confirm the ·sentence.", 

l
ney Arthur Hanes S,r. of Bir- 1. --·-·- ------. --·--·· ---- _i 

min~p.a~. -~nd hil'ed ,~or,_el?an \ Ito head hls defense. · · __ , 

The Washington Daily News __ _ 
The Evening Star (Washington) __ 
The Sunday Star (Washington) __ _ 
Daily News (New York) ____ _ 
Sunday News (New York) ___ _ 
New York Post _______ _ 
The New York Times _____ _ 
The Sun (Baltimore) _____ _ 
The Daily World _______ _ 
The New Leader _______ _ 
The W1;1ll Street Journal ____ _ 
The National Observer ____ _ 
People's World _______ _ 
Examiner (Washington) ____ _ 

MAR 8 1969 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,. ....... t,. -

. ,. 

('-' 
\ -·-- "'·.i: 

t 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,. 
0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68) .. \) 

,·. 
J - Unexpec:t~d Hearing 
I Ray May ·Enter Guilty Plea- · _·, 
r MEMPIDS, Te~n. March ~ (UP~ An unexpect- in Tennessee I;;;-and that a ju~ . c~u~d ~ ; 
: ed _,!tearing set for Monday_ has touched_ off specu- empaneled swiftly. The prosecution, after_ es- :-
1: lation _Ja~es Earl Ray ~tH .plead ~uilty to the , tablishing a conne.ction between Ray and the as- ' J assassmahon of Dr. MartmLutherKingJr. _ . . · . . - • - . _, . t, 

I R , tt . p .,. · - f H t . d _ sassmahon, cq~ld rest an4 ask for a 99-yea·r pris, 

I 
i' . ~y-s a orney, ercy .r oreman o ous on, e. on sentence. 
1 clined comment on the ~udden development, say, · 
i ing he is forbidden by .court, order fro1cll making Such a sentence would not ·be assured, however 
; -any staitements relating to the case. _ Altho the defense could concur and the ju4ge 
i · But sou~ces said Mr. l?oreman may have asked '. might also r~c·ommend ··a 99-ye·ar sentence, ii , 

for the 'heating at 9:30 a.m. Monday to change would sUU be up to th~ jury. _ _ _ ·. l 
Ra~•s_ ple'a from innocent to guilty 'in exchange H such were the procedure, Mr. Foreman, onec ,' 
for a 99-year prison sentence rather than let Ray· of the_ most successful criminal lawyers in the : 
face possible electrocution. · nation, • would still need to draw on his powers· ol ! 

Judge W. Preston Battle grantecUhe request persuasion to save Ray's 1i£e. , ' 
yesterday. Ray had beerr scheduled to fiace trial · When Ray comes to court Monday it will be his 1 

April -7, a year and three days after a gumnan first public appearance since Feb. 14 when Mr, 
cut down Dr._ King as the civil rights-leader stood Forem1an won a month's delay in the trial that 
on a motel balcony in this Mi$issippi River city. was then scheduled to begin on March 3. 

Ray,, arrest.:ed in London·· iast J~ after a Ray_ had won his .first, continuance of the trial 
w~rl~e sear~h, coQ]d face ~I.most µnmediate . Nov. 12 when he switched attorneys, replacing · 
trial .J{ ~e_.Ple!J; .1s c~angeg to ~11~. . . - former Birmingham, Ala., _ Mayor ; Arth_ur J. 

Court sources said a Jury list 1s always ready Hanes Sr. wi,th Mr. Foreman. / 

l-Raj,:!iad,_.be~n held in. a. ~peci~lly. fit!~ ~e!J ·1 
. bl~?of the ·Shelby county :,ail. . ~- _ - . - ·-:_! 

Tolson ____ _ 
DeLoach ___ _ 
Mohr _____ _ 
Bishop ____ _ 

Casper ~----
Callahan ___ _ 
Conrad ____ _ 

Felt------
Gale _____ _ 

Rosen-----
Sullivan ___ _ 
Tavel ____ _ 
Trotter ____ _ 
Tele. Room __ _ 
Holmes ____ _ 

Gandy-----

The Washington Post 
Times Herald------=---

The Washington Daily News ~ 
. The Evening Star (Washington) __ 

The Sunday Star (Washington) --•-· .. ,. 
Daily News (New York) ____ _ 

Sunday News (New York) ----
New York Post _______ _ 

The New York Times ____ _ 

The Sun (Baltimore) _____ _ 

The Daily World ______ _ 

The New Leader ______ _ 

_ The W1;1ll Street Journal ____ _ 

The ·National Observer ____ _ 
People's World _______ _ 

Examiner (Washington) ____ _ 

Date _jQ!!J!!l~~AuR!.-'!.· ---=-8-'1=900.,,,,.._, --'---
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0-19 \Rev, 7•17-68) Tolson ____ _ 

Deloach 
, .. Mohr _____ _ 

-- .... ··•··- -- ---·•--.------ ------. - --- ...• ,.~ ··~· ·~-
Bishop ____ _ 

;ur~ ·THE- MArt~.M~ -------------------- " ... : 

. . ; ~ 

. '' ' 
. :-" '-:} ·.,': ' . 

C:-~-~----z~ .. ~7~ Casper ____ _ 
Callahan· ___ _ 

,,::- .. ;•:)'.'.:,_. 
·.::: _.:, 

· ·.: ·J>;\/:t}~S ;;·,}:'·.·• • . , · · The Washington Post 

.. ,;'.;;:\:)~~i{[f S:: ::.• £;"::;::~::~~~.:;:::,n, __ _ 
.The Sunday Star (WashingtoJJ,---· 

Daily News (New York) --4~----
.- Sunday News (New York) ____ _ 
: New York Post ________ _ 

· The New York Times _____ _ 
The Sun (Baltimore) ______ _ 
The Daily World _______ _ 

, The New Leade·r _______ _ 

:: The Wall Street Journal -~---
:." • The National Observer _____ _ 

. , · People's World ________ _ 

'/ '-: r Examiner (Washington) _____ _ 

i;;;~t/ > MAR 1 0 1969 

' /:·f L·l( (/' 
.. .,·:i,:1vr 
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0-;_20,· (•f.e,J.. 7-27-67) ~O!Y / 

L~ach V ~'----~ 

hr ---,-'·+.,,,J/_,,c.,...· · 
Bishop :~-· 
Casper __ _ 
Callahan __ _ 
Conrad __ _ 

~:~:~/ 
Rose~ 
Sullivan __ _ 
Tavel ___ _ 
Trotter __ _ 

Tele. Room __ 
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

J-

I, 

l.~. -·--- - --- - --- - -

UPI ".'"160 
. CRAY) . . 
MEMPHIS,_ TENN .--HOUSTON ATTORNEY W .• PERCY ·FOREMAN SURPRISED 

CRIMINAL CuURT PERSONNEL TODAY WITH A REQUEST FOR A 

!HEARING IN THE JAMES EARL RAY CASE AT 9:3 0 A.M. MONDAY. 
FOREMAN ASKED THAT RAY BE PRESENT IN THE COURTROOM. 

THAT RA:{ 1 SCHEDULED TO GO ON TRIAL BEFORE CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE ! 
THE ATTORNEY'S REQUEST CAME ON THE HEELS OF RENEWED SPECULATION 1· 

W. PRESTON BATTLE APRIL 7i. MIGHT. CHANGE HIS PLEA TO GUILTY IN THE 
ASSASSINATION OF DR. MART N LUTHER KING JR, 

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CRIMINAL COURT CLERK'S OFFICE SAID NO NEW 
MOTIONS. HAD BEEN F !LED IN THE RAY CASE AND ADDED "I DIDN'T KNOW 
fl.BOUT THE HEARIN(; UNTIL A NEWSMAN TELEPHONED TO ASK ABOUT IT." 

FOREMAN REFUSED TO SAY WHAT HE PLANNED FOR THE HEARING. 
THERE HAD BEEN SPECULATION PREVIOUSLY THAT RAY MIGHT CHANGE 

HIS PLEA. U'HE SPECULATIOON STEMMED PRIMARILY FROM A STATEMENT 
ATTRIBUTED [0 PUBLIC DEFENDER HUGH STANTON SR., SHORTLY AFTER HE 
tTAS NAMED Tb AID FOREMAN. 

I • 3/7--TD607PES 

--7'-- - - -----------.;--- ---------------- ---~---- - -- -------------------------- -- --------- - - - ---------,, ' 

( 
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• wf~~ - Y.-1:co0

~ch / 
- f"- Mo~"ti r-, / 

Bis~--
Casper __ _ 

Callahan ---
C~riiad ~--
Fe l~-------,-r---

.. 
Sullivan __ _ 

· Tavel ___ _ 
Trotter __ _ 

Tele. Room __ 
Holmes __ _ 

Gandy ---=,,,--,r.,---

fv\ t _,, ~)- · u}l'ii 
, , ;--,-~l 

(} < 

~ ,-,,----- - ---- ----, ------- -- --------- - ----- --------- -

: , PI-69 
· ~ CRAY) 

0 

' 

MEMPHIS--JAMES EARL RAY, HINTING A CONSPIRACY EXISTED, 

j
, PLED GUILTY TODAY· TO THE ASSAS~INATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING• 

' RAY WAS THE ONLY PERSON H COURT TO SUGGEST OTHERS MAY HAVE 
, TAKEN PART IN THE APRIL 4, 1i~8 SNIPER SLAYING OF THE NOBEL PEACE 
I PRI ZE w INNER • 'll RAY PLED GUILTY IN A DEAL WITH THE PROSECUTION THAT HE 1 

WILL BE SENTENCED TO 99 YEARS IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AT 
NASHVILLE, INSTEAD _OF TAKING THE CHANCE THAT A JURY MIGHT SENTENCE 
HIM TO DEATH IN THE ELECTRIC CHAIR• · l 

• A JURY OF 12 MEN TWO OF THEM NEGROES WAS SELECTED FROM THE 

I FIRST 12 NAMESd.ON TBE JURY LIST. EACH JDROR AGREED TO THE DEAL, 
.AND ALL 12 WER~SWORN IN AT 10:05 A.M. CST, ONLY 20 MINUTES 
';AFTER THE TRI Al~ BE GAN. 

311o--sw1220PES 
·-· - - -~~--·· ---- __ ·1....., 

I r._;-.',. 
-:.;. ... ' 
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UPI -82 

Tof;,on __ _ 
DeLoach __ _ 

·Mohr----
Bishop __ _ 
Casper __ _ 

CailbhaQ---
Conrad __ _ 

Fe1t---­
Gale----
Rosen ___ _ 
Sullivan __ _ 
Tave! ___ _ 
Trotter __ _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

I 
(RAY) 1 

MEMPHIS--JAMES EARL RAY INDICATING HE WAS PART OF AN 
ASSASSINATION CONSPIRACY~ ~LEADED GUILTY TODAY TOTHE MURDER OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING Jx. AND WENT ON TRIAL IMMEDIATELY. 

I 
RAY MADE THE GUILTY PLEA IN RETURN FOR A GUARANTEED SENTENCE 

OF 99 YEARS IN PRISON RATHER THAN TAKE THE CHANCE OF BEING 
CONVICTED AND SENTENCf D TO DIE HAD HE GONE ON WITH HIS SCHEDULED 
APRIL 7 TRIAL. , 

I 
A JURY OF 12 MEN TWO OF THEM NEGROES WAS SELECTED FROM THE 

i, I FIRST 12 NAMES ON TRE JURY LIST AND THE tRIAL STARTED. A JURY 
MUST TRY CASES INVOLVING THE GUILTY PLEA IN TENNESSEE,. SINCE· 

. · THE JURY SETS THE PENALTY. ALL 12 JURORS AGREED TO TiiE DEAL FOR 
'' A 99-YEAR SENTENCE. . .. · 
" \ . RAY'S ATTORNEY, FAMED TRIAL LAWYE¥HtE~SkYF~~~M~~EYA~~RE coNvINCED 

~ ~~~s~EgJ~RKrrt~DMKI8~Ntr~HB~T~I,~~DSHOT LAST APRIL 4, AND ·THERE . 
WAS NO CONSPIRACY. . . 

·1 fiioJ~A~o~g~NT I ~ty LiJ~
0¥o u~ AY SOME THING. I AGREE WI TH ALL ,,. } 

THESE STIPULATiONS, BUT I DON'T AGREE WITH THESE THEORIES ON THL 

CONSPIRACY •
11 

ASKED RAY IF HE WAS TRYING TO 
cHJ~EGtI~-G~~r.~

0
~Lf~:T~AY SAID "No sIR, 11 AND SPOKE NO MORE 

ABOUT THE CONS PIRACY. _ 
RAY WAIVED ALL RIGHTS FOR APPEAL FOR A NEW TRIAL OR FOR ANY 

OTHER LEGAL MANEUVERS IN EXCHANGE FOR THE 99-YEAR SETNTENCE--vJHICH 
HE SAID WAS ALL THAT HAD BEEN PROMISED HIM. 

I 
FOREMAN TOLD THE JURORS THAT "I NEVER EXPECTED, HOPED OR HAD 

ANY IDEA WHEN I ENTERED THIS CASE THAT I WOULD BE ABLE TO DO 
ANYTHING OTHER THAN· SAVE THIS MAN'S LIFE. IT TOOK ME A MONTH 
TO CONVINCE MYSELF ••• THAT THERE WAS NOT A CONS PI RACY." 

I 
CANALE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF SHELBY COUNTY TOLD THE JURY 

"WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THERE WAS ANY CONSPIRACY INVOLVED. IF 
AT ANY TIME THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT SUCH A CONSPIRACY IS INVOLVED 
WE WI LL TAKE PROMPT ACTION.". 

l THE FIRST WITNESS FOR THE STATE WAS THE REV. SAMUEL B .. KYLES, 
A NEGRO MINISTER WHO WAS WITH KING THE EVENING OF APRIL 4. 
HE DESCRIBED THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER'S DEATH. 

C 

THE 41' REPORTERS AND 30 SPECATORS--FIVE OF THEM NEGROES--vJHO 
FILLED THE.SMALL COURTROOM WERE SEARCHED--INCLUDING THEIR SHOES-­
AND RECORDED ON A VIDEOTAPE CAMERA BEFORE THE TRIAL BEGAN. 

, SE CURI TY WAS HEAVY THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING. · 
1( 3/10--SW1255PES 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 
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Tolson __ 
DeL~?ch __ 
Mohr--, 
Bishop-­
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad-­
felt--

1 - Mr,,,~Long 

I '., 3' f!rJ/ / sco3 : 111 ✓ 01---, {_ 7 ' ' ' 
~ ~ ~l!!!'bili 

) 19 MAR 12 ·1969 

REL: jm~~ ,,.,,,,? 
(20) fr'P · . .. . 

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. ~. ~ 
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MAR 12 8 s1 PM ~69 

• 

REC'D DELOACH 
FBI 

.; .. .-_. 
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NOTE: 
The.Office~ as listed in this communication were 

previously advised of the scheduled date of trial for 
James Earl Ray in state court, Memphis, Tennessee. The 
purpose of advising was in ·the event the subpoenaed witnesses 
in the state contacted our offices •. 

This is to advise the respective offices of the 
guilty plea entered by Ray and to answer inquiries in the 

· event they receive same. 

- 2 -
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, OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 5010-106 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • 
Memorandum 

Conrad 

TO Mr. DeLoach~ 
Felt~ Gale 

DATE: March 11, 1969 Rosen 
Sullivan 
Tave] 

FROM A. Rosenk 

SUBJECTS 

1 DeLoach Trotter - Mr. Tele. Room_ 

1 Mr. Rosen Holmes 
Gandy 

1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 Mr. Long 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

In connection-with the Director's inquiry as to 
when Ray will be eligible for parole, the following is set 
forth: 

. . 
On March 10, 1969, in State-Couit, 7 Memphis, 

Tennessee, James Earl Ray entered a plea of guilty to 
murder in the first degree in. connection with the slaying 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. He was sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment for 99 years •. 

According to Memphis authorities, Tennessee State· 
Law provides that Ray 211 be_,elj..gible for release O!l.,, 
parole with ggod time and honor· time added,. in· 33 xears_ 
'""It is noted that in ll31io, Ray was sentenc~d to": imprisonment 
at St. Louis, Missouri, for a term of 20 y,ears:_'.o_n charges 
of armed robbery, and he escaped on April--23, ;-1967. It 
would appear that based on this record Ite owes a minimum 
of 13 years to the State of Missouri on'1he armed robbery 
charge.· __ 

ACTION: 
For information. 

66MAR 181969 

REL,;jmff~ 
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• --· · • -·• March 11 , ~~ ·, · · ~ 
GENERAV INVE~TIGA TIV 11' VISION . 

Attaehed sets forth court proceedings at 
Memphis, Tennessee, 3/10/69 at which 
time James Earl Ray plead guilty to the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
received a 99 year sentence. Prosecution · 

11 
\ and defense both in agreement that , j investigatio? had revealed _no conspiracy 
but Ray advised court he did not agree that 

-. no conspiracy existec;l. SAC Robert G. 
Jensen testified regarding handling of 
evidence and of extensive investigation 
conducted by FBI in this case. · Mock-ups 
prepared by Exhibit Section, Administrative 
Division, were utilized by witnesses and 
prosecuting attorney. These mock-ups 
were well received and drew fav9rable 
comments from jurors, news media, 
members of the court and the public. 

tf..flj 
'/ft!,J •; 

{\/i 
v 

\/ 
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FEDl:RAL DUREJ\U Dr lfWESTJGATION • 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE · 1., !} . . 

•. h COMMUNICATIONS· SECTION 

.. MA~ 1 0 ·1969)lY 
. M.·c __ 

Lf..E~EJXEE 
·~I. :MEMPHIS 

525PM MCP 

J, fllO MEl'lllHl S 44- I 9S? 

~ 
1 • '• 

A HEA.RING .. OF -THE .JAMES EARL RAY·· MATTER' WAS .. HELD ·s.EFORE 

DiE HONORA13LE. W •. PRES.TON ~ATTLE,-·.S.HELBY COUNTY,. ·TENNES§,§E,. 
. ~ 

" JCRil'lrnAL COURT JUDGE,,, MEMPHIS, DURING A.II.,' AND ~~LY ~-· 

,)Oil S DATE. , , , , 

·PERCY· FOREMAN, ATTORNEY. FOR RAY ,,-;PRESENTED,. ~~~ ~ETI;;ON __ , 

' ' -~ -
·10 THE;,CC,-URt-· WHEREIN THE'.DEFENSE AND.PROSECUTION' HAD . •;~" 

Mr. Callahan__ 
Mr. Conrad_ 
Mr. Felt__L_ 

:,Mr. !e~ 

Mr • 
. M • S iival!L­
Mir. Tav._.,_eJ ---, 
Mr. Trotte:o::_· 
Tele. Room..._ _____ _ 
Miss Holmes_ 
Miss Gandy_ 

·/l . AGREED· TO. A'.CO~PROl~ISE-'SENTEN..CE, O.F NI'NETYNINE .. YEARS· IN a. / 
RETURN F.oR RA:Y •s PLEA PF GUtLIY To ,MURDER U. THE FIRST DEGREE / rt" ,, 

··IN. CONNECTI'ON .. WITH' THE. MUR.D_ER, OF, _PR. P.}ARTIN LUTHER. KI.NG, .JR • 

.. JUDGE BATcTLE'-QUESTlONED. RAY ·_CONCERINING -1'HE- PLEA-AND RAY 

. AGREED. THAT, HE WAS, VOLUN:IARitY Pt.EADIN.G.·,,GUILTY ro .. THE .. CHARGE. 
. . . ' . . . _ • I JUDGE BAT~~~. EX~LA'INED.:.1o;·RAY·: CERTAlN··RIGHts THAT, RAY •\fA~. 

" WAIVING BY.A GUILT-Y'P.LEA: sueH .AS_.A RIGHT. OF APPEAL. . ., 
. ' ' o, 

THE. NA-~ES .. OF··TWEL\lE. JURORS_ WERE:THEN. CALLED AND THE~E 

. ... 
'. 

JURORS. WERE S.EAlE-D.,: . JU,_DG·J::_ BATTLE··EXPLAINED·1o..- tat __ JUf& ~-
. . - · -. · · - _ .. ~~"°'. -1., i...tl.f-- s r r ~ 1- ✓.::-r:; ac 

'l}IAT A "COMPROMISE· HAD· BEEN: .. REA,CH.ED BY THE--DEF.ENSE: J.\ND 2 MAR 12 1969 O .;;., 

PROSECUTION· t.O. A _SEN~TENCE OF NINETYNlNE YEARS ·FOR RAY ·HL __ · 

RETURN FOR RAY •5 PLEA· OF GUILTY TO THE CHARGE OF .. MURDER : IN 

~D '41JAffl' f 7 )96~ ~R, DELOAC,H FOR THE DIRECTOR p 
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• • 
· F!\GE. lWO 

. IJiE::FIRST 'UEGREE. · ALL OF .THE ,JURORS AGRE~D THAT THEY COUtD 

. FOLLO.W THE SEN::T.EN.ClNG REC.OM('IJENDATION·:':OF .NIN-ETYNlNE. YEARS. 

PHI:L'' ·cA~A-LE, .· SH:ELBY.:COUNTY STATE -ATTORN;Ey GENERAL, 

ADDRESSED/THE JURY- AN.D Dl:IRING:H-1S :·REMARKS STAJED "THAT THE 

· EXTENSIVE· INVEST.JGA-TION· .CONPUCTED· 'IN· THI.S .. MATT.ER ·FAILED TO 

REVEAi:,.ANY· .. :EVlDENCE··.OF: A-: C.ONSP·I:RACy·.·1N-. THE.SH.COTING OF Kll'JG. 

FOREMAN, THEN .. ADDRESS.ED·:THE .. JURY. AN __ D. DURING 'HIS" REMARKS .HE 

MEN,TlON.ED- T.HAT-: IN,-JULY OF· ONE NINE SIX EIGHT, RAMSEY CLARK, . 

u •. -s. ·· AT-TORNEY· GEN.ERAL ,•AND .JOHN: EDGAR-HOOVER, ·o:tR~CTO~, FB~, 

. HAD.· PUBLICLY .S.TATED. THA·T :·THERE WAS NO, CONSPIRACY IN THE 

·SHOOT-ING 'OF KltlG. · FOREMAN•:S.TA.TED.THAt.·It IOOK:ff.IM OVER A 

MONTH OF. REVI·EWI'NG .EVIDENCE.'AND_ TALKING• .. ·.to· RAY" TO CON-VINCE 

·HlMSELF CMEANlNG' TH-A:r·: THERE. WAS NO ·-CONSP.lRACY) • 

- - AS FQREMA-N REACH.ED ·tHE .. DEFENSE CO.UN.SE.L TABLE AND SAT 

OOWN:is RAY ROSE: IO . .-HlS FEET AND :ADDRESSE-D JUDGE BATTLE, 

STATING· THAT.·.HE.:D:ID ._NOT'.AGREE;THA:T THERE WAS NO CONSPIRACY 

IN .THE· 'WRI.T;TEN SIXT EE~· PAGES- OF, STlPULAII.ONS ·THAT HE .HAD -
Pl'i> 

SIGNED.. :RAY .THEN $,.TATED·.t,HAT -HE~ NOT. AGREEE .WITH- THE 

THEORIES OF. RAMSEY .CLA·RK, ,JOHN EDGAR:·HOOVER, CANALE AND 

E~D PAGE .. TWO 
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PAGE:': THREE 

.-J;'OREMAN . CRE,FERRlNG'·to IHE .. :FACT ·tH~E-- WAS ·NO :.:C.ONSRIRACY> ,: .JUD.GE 

· -~ftT-TLE:'}ADDRES:SED: RAY, ASKlNG·:.:-RA·,y -1~>:M•E :w~RE.,S.TlLL PLEADH.J.G . 

,· 'GUILTY.' TO: .CffARGE :·or::·MllRDE·R<IN::,.T.H-E,:FlRSl.·. D.EGREE:,,AND<RAY. REPLIED 
,·,i. - ' . . ' 

t' I ,, ' 

~YES1;SlR~· 'ANP, SA-T :DOWN. . _ 

rllE JURY WAS ,TltEILSW!)RN ,AND ·l[STHIONY ,rQl'I, FIVE WITNESSES 

. WAS'.:PRESEN.?EU TO :T:HE ~;JURY :BY•·t-HE~ P.ROSECU.TlON·.WlTH.- .NQ;.-sCROSS 
I • - ' • • 

- .lQ(AMlNATlO.N .-,BY .. THE.:· DEFENS.E~ 

, REV. -SAM.UEl,.;::B~_::KY!:ES.,•·:,MtlMUMENTAL BAPTI:ST;, CHURCH, 
;. . ' . ' 

CHAUN:C.EY.~ ESKRIDG.E, ,.A,'I,,TO~N.EY ,.,,CHIGAGO,· ILLINOIS, 
' , 

'TESTlFlED'iT)fATrHE/REPRESENJED'.K~uuG ;F0R A ~NUMBER' OF-'YE!\RS 

, ;_ .. _ .AND THA,T.i:HE~WAS IN:.:,TJ¾E'tCOURTYAR.D:·BELOW,._,:THE .. :BALCONY.· OF 'THE . . ·, . . - ~ ' ' ' : . . ' . 

L,0RRAIN~--MOTEL: ,WHEN'.:K1lNG::.wAs -SHOT •. 

. ··.,DR •... J. T • .,FRANClS.CO; iSRELBY--.COU_N.TY>G6RON'ER, .MEMPHIS,. 

TEStlF.lED ·To: 'THE·t:-RiSU.LI,S _ OF :.YHE.:AJJTOPSY ~PERFORMED·.sy .HIM 

o~r TH P.>BODY '. OF K lNG •. 

: .-INSP:ECIOR ·. ~• :;E· •. ,:Z/fCHA·RY, ·MEMPHIS._ POLICE DEPARlMENT., , 

. lESTFIED THA,T .HE. :wA.s·:, IN ,,CMA-RGE•' OF.· .TH_E~ POLICE -~D.EPARIME~J:T 

END PAGE THREE 
.,:J . 
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• 
PAGE FOUR . 

HOMI.CIDE -DIVISION. A! -THE TIME KUJ.G WAS SHOT AND ·THAT HE 

PRESERV-ED ·CERTA.IN EV.!Df;NCE AT.THE-SCEN•E .OF THE CRIME AND 

·'fURNED .:THIS. 'EVl DENCE OVER T0 ROBERT G:• .JENSEN,. SAC., - 'MEMPHIS 

fBI. 
ROBERT' G.-:<JENSEN·, .SA:C,~:MEMPHIS ·FBI, DIVISION, TESTIFIED 

ro THE OBTAINING OF T-HE. VOLUMlNO!lS EVIDENCE .FROM INSPECTOR 

ZACHARY AND ·THE., MA-NNER.::.IN __ :WHICH. Tff-E .EVlOEN.CE .WAS. IDEN:T~FI'ED,· 

.PACKAGED' AND.· FORWA'RDED T-o·,;rHE. FBI :LABG,RATORY. SAC 'JE;NSEN 

TESTJ'.FIED.·To·.,THE :EXTENSIVE .INVESTIGATION 'JHAI ·WAS :cormucTED 

~y THE~. ·m1.- ·AND ''OR ·oN·-,BEHALF· _OF: ·:.THE -FBI. THR.OUGHOUT TH.E:, u. S., .­

MEXICO, .CANADA,:. ENGLAND ·-A-ND PORTUGAL,_ WHICH CULMirO\TED IN 

lHE: .ARRESJ .OF' RAY IN. ·LONDON,. -ENGLA~D, ·.·ON -JUNE _EIGHT,, ONE . 

NINE six .ElGHT. 

- ,; ·tN' ·ADD.I·TION-, JAMES .. :BEASLEY.,. -AS'SISTANT .SH'ELBY .:COUN-TY 

/ STATE.·A.T.'I0RN,EY. GEN .. ERAL, .. DESCRIBE,D JO, TH.E .. JYRY THE ·_EV.I-DENCE 

THAT .T.HE .. PROSECUTlON :COULD ·INTRODUCE,--.:,.NAMELY THAT · .. NAMED IN 

. -Tli'E' s.1Jt.EEN ·wRI.TTEN PA(lEs·.-STtIP.ULATED __ y_o :BY sottt DEFENSE: AND 

.. PROSECUTION •. ,BEASLEY. WENT:INTO -GREA-1 DETAIL. AS TO .THE 

. } P~T ENTIAL T.EsrrMe NY·• or FBI EXPER:IS FROM · tKE eoc UMENis • sEcn ON, 

END PAGE. FOUR . 
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.PAGE 'FI VE · 

.. HAl'RS'~AND ... ::FlBERS:;SECt'ION. AN,D. ·F.'IREARMS .. IDENTl'Fi°CATICl'N UNIT .OF 

,THE· FBI· .... LitBORATORY:.'.·AND:.,,:f:HE·~LA.TENT ·. IUNGERPR:I NT-.,-SECt.IoN· ·.oft- TH'E 

··,Sl·::zoEN.IIF.I:CA!:l,O.tfJ>.lVI:S-ION •. ,TH1E"ST-ATE THEN· REST.ED :1:TS "CASE 
· _ · · ·. · ·. · · · 'ev,ncNc~ · 

· AND· ,THE· .DEFENSE.'DID .... NQ:T\OFFER · AN-Y --~ 

·. JUDGE''.BA·lfL~ ,,fcHEN '-.REQUES1,l!D .• THAT .EACH /MEMBER o·.F,':'..TR.E 

.,.JURY :.RA·ISE-'.HlS ':Rl>GHt•,ffA·ND' ·rr; HE WAS .AGREEABLE :.r.o:.t.aE ·SENTENCE 
• : ·, \ • '· .... ~ >-" 

_ OF Ni~·'.ETYNINE::YEARS.· .. ALL.:·_JUROR-S -RAI-SED;. THEIR .RIGHT .HAN,D •. 
a > - • .._ • • , •• - . r • • • 

,·JUDGE~:BA.TTtE:;THEN ·· a~Q,UEST,.ED :tHAT,,RAY _S\TAND:' UP. ANik TH-EN 

.·.:1.uDG~'-.'BAT:.TLi':SENTENC:ED',RAY .TO $,ERVE :.A ·:.TERM ·OF Nl:NET-YNINE. 
' ' 

YEARS· IN"<IME·,S:IATE::·.PRISON. :Al :NAS.H-\lltLE,. I-ENN.ESSEE. . ' . . 

T,HROUGHOUT- :t~:E,.T:ESI.lMONY'-:()F;·.·THE -FlV·E .WIJ,NESSES._:PRES:_EN.TED 
. ... ·i . t , • • ' 

, .;, •· :,B11r·THE. PRosEeur1.om, •. :As ... WELL., As THE -EvtIDEN,CE B-EING-.:.1>1scussED. 
. ... .. . . G 

. :·. ,ijY: .BEltSL~~ \T~E•;:wrTNESSES.:}AND,.::,;BEASl-Ey, 'UTlL·IZED- IRE ·--M,l< UPS 

~PREPARED·-· sy,-·:tHE_.EX-HlB.I.TS ·.S:EC_TION~·OF ·:THE ADMI-lUS:TRAil\#E . 
e • • ~ • ' 

DIVTSI'ON -OF.~tHE···.FBI.-. ,Tl:t'E .. '..JURORS, .. •NEW.S..MEDlA,, MEMBERS· ,OF· THE 

... ·'.GOURt·.:AND.':PUBL.lt : .. _WERE·,·A-TTRACTED TO -'THE 'MO.eK •UPS· AND :frlADE· 'VERY . .,. - . ' . ' '. . ' ' ·-. . '·, ' ,-

FAVORABLE COMMENTS C.ONCERNHJ.G .SAME -UPON COMPtETION OF, ··taE 
• ' • • ' I : ' f ., ~ • • \ 'I 

·. H~RING_.:.tH-.E.~HEARI.N.G--'ENDED.-:.AT, .. TWELYE .TWEN-IY :P •. M. ,. 

·· ·-THlS :DA'.rE. · :END •... 

·PGH ,·_,"! 

... f'Bl WA.SH D:C 

CC.MR. ROSEN 
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FBI 

Date: 3/10/69 

Mr. Y'olson-±.+:: · "--- / 
-.,.. Mr. DeLoach__ , ---

Mr. Mohr __ i 

Mr. Bishop __ , 
Mr. Casper __ .. 
Mr. Calla!mn__ · 
Mr. Conrad __ · 
Mr. Felt. __ _.,. 
Mr. Gal~._ 

I M
Mr. 1Jr•::: __ · ~ 

Transmit the following in --------"7,;;-----:--~-=------,--------_J·. Mrr .. T._ ~~e_.l..,._. -
(Type in plaintext or code) -• , Mr. Trotter __ · 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ • Tele. Room__ . 
----------(:-:::P:--:,i:--or--=-it-y).---------_J Miss Hohn.es, __ · 

Miss Gandy __ 

---- - ------------------------------r------

TO PIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) (ATTN':' MR., A. ROSEN, 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 
DIVISION 

FROM : ~s~c ~M~~HIS (44-1987) 
. ) \ 

SUBJECT: ...- RION ) 
✓ -----=--d 

Attached hereto for the Bureau's information and 
} :"' _ ___,,/assistance are two Xerox copies ·of the<mater 1ial presented by 

\jJU Asst. Attorney General JAMES c. BEASLEY, Memphis, Tenn., in 
the summation of the· JAMES EARL RAY trial. , It is noted that 

, this material was stipulated to by PERCY FOREMAN, Attorney 
l for JAMES EARL RAY, on 3/10/69. BEASLEY advised that this 
· material had been discussed by FOREMAN with subject JAMES 

EARL RAY. BEASLEY said the only material appearing in the 
stipulation that RAY would not ag~ee to was the item crossed 
out on the bottom of page 5 and at the top of page 6. Other 

~

than that, BEASLEY said JAMES EARL RAY accepted this mate~ial. 
~- ' \~ 

\
IU' t I\\~ 1.:e . ~ 

., \- e((f\ O ~ \, ~ \( ~ I t} 
- Bureau (Enc. -2) (AMSD) () t \.,W' , ,yl'\/IP'-
- Memphis \ _ ~ ·_~nJ 

RGJ :ME , . -~~'P"i.J 
(4) · c.~ \.,_a ~ 

~/i . ,~ ~~~\~;\ .. \·'. 

<iY ! I ~ ~n ,,,-• •''·;\• · .. · 1"1 /!J '· Li L, - .-) Cj</ (p \/-'\~le-- V 

Airtel , 
-----, ...... - .... + ·-·--•-"'-

A.M.S.D. 

Spec. Del. I\ -'"1(1""' ___ _ \ 

Reg. Ma.a -----
-PV!ll~i-lr-"l'~J..,l....~~~~~4~tf_,,,,/~· Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

e 
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:~P~-;J_J +P~Jr-~ TJ~;V.Ir'., ... ~~ 2u:rc~ "'1~1:1s~1 1:1c:;i· 1 ··1~l--'~ Jr:=·;,:.;;_.,~:c;<J rp:ru r,r:Jf 13!·,:rr;J· 
\)Iif ()1J fjJG j)C\.~~f()!:f Ci1. J.:,~[-,~G ~: ~[]CJ ~f4~ f:;JG .:~:)].) 1):f_ })3~:\c; -~~- {)f..!J~]T. 

~~L~~:f~)fJJU.f:~(\.JlJ .f!J!Jf 1 ~\v1\ JA!"")(JJ~1 D(J.~ :tf~T.Jf..,ti c. __ ··. j/!;;2, -\-:J•:.; :rfG{:J t.._;:~:c>t?2r;q 

.,·,J>SI1 :-iv_z:.,,_· 13~t1'.-Ji 1.:il. c::.:~ftJ ~~;1r,~ ()IJ_;-~1. .~J~Jrc:::r~J- r.;JJi.H.:Ll"r.::·u:.!: :rn .\:;1c 
,.•;l-,··r--;·,1r· 1·1,···(· '''·'GlJ ·1 .•. ,,.."1·., ., .. l·, ;•·:, :·•~• r--,·1••.1··• ,.,.,..r"' ·,r1•·)·J,•r'r ,,-,:,..,·-1-, 
, .... 't ·,-\J.•-; l • '·', J !)'.""/, 'j...,·; C•Jl.e,.Cx_; 1 .lJ:. _,4,l_J.r.,;. ·1 ~,:.; :·1;, (,. l • \.1'.•1- -..1,; ... J . ._•,:.., 

::.·o:· . .. ~,-·f.-''·' ·. ~F•;·f 1 
)':

0,J.'-) (_)fJ ')\ t'C'\!:,;·)·,. 'i,•',-1-,J·--.;.,-,;__ ':30f,,·2c;,, r ... ')).J[: J.',.J:_.-i; .._. J • .J,.~. fL..l • l',/ •• ~-1 ~.1.. 'l.! \- ,• ,.__..._ , .• ~ •i. ,-,,.~ J • _. , , 

.f-PlC 1!10' ~~(/LT~~J L\~ft.: 3.;'::(briTU.f.()(j f!_) ~);J. I)~--~-{·~~::....\'_·;.~ . .:r;·_.~ ·,.,7 -~r::-)/.:JGi\ 

\12~.:.r. ''.].;~ rc).L:Jt.71. c;-cuf;T ~J T {l'? :ll~:~: ·:·:. -~;:-,·~-s1s1 1.!:.l.' Jlt..,,··ff_;p~~~-.: > L~}.;dD. ~ -~-n 
~::}2}2-~:~;u~G 'JI,·c ..r:1l\O ~-~8LC1~~ ... :c1T)~·0:i2 (;l -!=tJt:; ·:JrJ.~:c;i .. TLl} ;_;)~c~c;u+:c:q li/;,. 
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In the trial of this cause the._State of Tennessee 

would introduce witnesses who would testify in substance to 

'. 
th~ fpllowing facts and circumstances: 

We would show through Mrs. Be~sie Brewer, Resident 

.· ·,· .. Manager of the rooming house 1·oc,1ted at '422· l/2iSouth Main 

--:,· __ ·_::'. . Street, that at between 3: 00 and 3: 30 p·.m., April 4 ,. ·1968, she 

.. · . ,.:_.·_;'~<.:>· .. ·rented Room SB t·o the defendant for. ~ne week at a· rental of 
' . ·,.;,. ';'} .. - . ' 

;:" .'; :t/: $8·.so tinder the name John 'Willard. o· 

That at approximately _.4:00 p.m. the· defendant pur-

' .< ·: -_ chased a pair of Bushne11 · binoculars -from Mr. Ralph Carpenter 
:· ... , ', . ' , 

,, .. , ·at a cost o·f $41.55 a·t the YorkArms·company, located at· 

162 South Main. 
~r.~ 

TI1at at approximately 4:30 to 4:45 p;m. a small white 

car was observed by Mrs. Eli~abeth·copeland as it-parked just 
. , 

south of Canipe' s Amusement _Company on Main Street. The sole 

·occup~nt was ·a white man believed to ~-e· Mrs· •. Peggy Hurley's · 

husband but when Mts~ Hurley loo~eJ ,~she noted the.car to be 

a ~ustang rather than the Hurley's Falcon. When Mrs. Copeland 

left at approximately·5:20 the white Mustang was ·still parl<_ed . ' . 
' . ;;:::x: ' 

but no one' .wa~· occupying11 at that time. •· _· 

In th~ ~eant-ime ba~k:'up;tai.rs ~ Charles·: Ql:li tman Ste­

phens who occupied t~e iwo~r~om A~artmeni.6B_~h{ch adjoins SB 

o~ the orie side and the bathroom on anothei,·heard activity in 

SB, such as~- the: moving of furni t~~~- a~d ·• als~ h~ard' footsteps 
. - -

from SB t·o· the bath room. 

Willie Anschutz· who lived on this floor made. several 

attempts to get i~ the bathroo~ and inquired,of Stephens as to 

who was using same. 

At approximately 6:o·op.m. Charlie Stephens· heard a 
. • _!", • 

ioud noise from the.bathroom, looked otit his back wiridow toward 
. ,, 

the Lorraine Motel, , then w_en t to the door and saw the back of 
' . 

a man going west down the hall,. turning .south,'' carry~ng a . 
' 

'. ,, 
i,' , ... 

' J 

.. 
i 

' 
f-
f· 
' ' ;' 
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wrapped obj_ect in his right hand. He would testify this ap­

peared to.be the same man he had seen being shown Room SB 

earlier by Mrs. Brewer. 

· Mr. Guy Warren Canipe, along with two cu~tomers, 

, B~rnell Finley and Julius Graham, were in Canipe's Amusement 

· ... _ Company ~t 424 South Main when they heard a thud, observed the 

back of a man leaving the doorway in a southernly direction 

.and moments later saw a white mustang pull from the curb and 

_head north on Main-Str~ei. 

Upon investigating, these men observ~d this green 

_spread wrapped around a Browning, shotgun box which was partly 

open, exposing the barrel of what the proof would show to be 

this 30_-0 6 Remington Game Master Rifle with a Redfield Scope, 

also this blue zipper carrying case which contained: 
. . 

(1) Bushnel_l Binoculars and case ~-

(2) Box·. for. same,:· Yo~k ·Arms sac.k and cash r~gist~r 
.. , ' -

receipt. 
-'.I • 

(3): April 4, 1968 ,· issue o'f COMMERCIAL APPEAL. whiich 

- carried story about Dr. King and where he was 

staying here in Memphis~ 

(4) Various toiletry items including this case pur­

. chased on April 3 at Rexa11 Drugs in Whitehaven~ 

(5) This transistor radio bearing oofJ.'1,,· the defend-

. ant's prison number at Missouri Penitentiary.-'. 

(6) .Tools purchased in Los Angeles 

(7) Two cans· of Schlitz beer. 

(8) A pair of men's shorts and undershirt. 

(9) Hair brush 

Vari6us officers from a TAC unit which had stopped 

at the Butler Street Fire Station for a ihort rest break con­

verged o~ the scene. -

·A guard was placed on the before-mentioned evidence 

I . 

··-'; ,;._,\ .. 

I , { 

1/; 
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.. until _it was removed by Inspector N. E. Zachary, delivered to 

S.A.C .. Robert J~nson and FBI Agent Robert Fitzpatrick who later 
. . 

'-! . ·~, -, . 

thai night boardpd a plane for Washi~gton, D. C. and delivered 

the evidence to the FBI Laboratory. 

The proof would show that upon _officers entering 

R~ofu SB, they observed-~ window on the south side of the room 

_to be open with the c~rtain pulled.back, the screen off and a 

_straight-backed chair sitting at such an.angle that the Lo~raine 

Motel ~ould be observed. Mrs. Brewer would te~tify a chest 
. ' 

- , ,_.,_ , had been moved from in front of. this window· between the time 

she rented and the time' she ·entered after the shooting. 

Two leathei or imitation leather straps were found 

-in Room SB which were found.to fit the binoculars and carrying 

11
~· i· · case found in .front of Canipe' s. 

Pillows, .coverings, etc.,. were· confiscated as evidence 

and forwarded to.the laboratory. 

The proof would· further show that upon Homicide of­

ficers checking the bathroom they found marks in the·.bathtub con­

sistent with shbe marks~ ·the window in line· with the Lorraine 

Motel to be open with the aluminum screen pushed offi Insp. N. 

E, Zachary observed what appeare~ to be a fresh indentation on 

the window ledge; he therefore ordered its removal and subse­

quent microscopic-examination by kobert Frazier in the FBI Lab 

which revealed this indenture contained markings consistent· 

·with michine markings on the barrel of this 30-06 rifle. 

In an intensive effort to·locate and identify any 

and all-white mustangs in the Memphis area a canvas of motels 

and hotels revealed a registration card at the Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenu.e, signed Eric S. ·Galt indicated he rented 

Room 34 at !:15 p.m~, April 3, 1968, left the following morning 

driving a·mustang bearing Alabafua License 1-3899j _and showi~g 

an address. of· 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,: Alabama~ 

' \ 

r ·_-·:' 

I-;/: 
'·. I ,· 

i 
l. 

' ' I . 

l. 

' ' 

' ' ' .-
[ 
I·. 
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The proof would further show through Ivan Webb that 

he observed the car parked in front of Room 34 the night of 

April. 3 and morning of April 4, and it.was white 1n color with 
- . 

Alabama License 1-38~93 and had Mexican stickers on the window. 

The rifle in the meantime was being traced through 

the manufacturer· and distributor to Aeromarine Supply Company 

in Birmingham,_.Alabama. 
I -

The,State 1 s· proof would ~how that on Frtdai, March 29, 

1968, Mr. U. L. Baker of Aeromarine sold a Remington Caliber 

243 Winchester rifle with a Redfi~l~~scope to the defendant 
,-

us.ing the name Harvey Lowmeyer. Capt .. John DeShazo of the 

• United States Air Force would b~- brought from his duty station 
. . 

in Japan to relate· his- conversation· and identification of the 

defendant. 

Donald F. Wood, Manager of Gun Sales, returned from 

lunch during the sale arid later in the· afternoon received a 

phone call from. a _person i''dentifying him.self as Harvey Lowmeyer 

inquiiing about e~changing'the 243 for a 30-06. Mr~ Wood· 

would testify he agreed to exchange the rifle r~questing it be 

brought in at 9:00 a.m.·, Satur.day. At 9:00 a.m. the defendant 

a~peared with rifle and was told by Mr~ Wood that he would 

mourit -the scope on the·38-06 and have it ready at 3:00 p.m. 

Promptly at 3:00 p.m. the rifle was picked up in this box along 

with a box of Peters shells. 
- . ·----.:... ---.. 

Proof~would show through Alabama. Registration Records 

that the white muitang wit~ license·No. 1~38993 was formerly 

owned by William D. Paisley of Birmingham. Mr .. Paisley would 

testify he sold this mustang to Eric S. Galt for $1,995.00 cash 

on the morning of August_ 30, 1967 1 after having run an ad in 

the BIRMINGHAM N:Ews. He was· cautioned by Mr. Paisley about taking 

a licensed driver along. when h.e·· applied for Alabama Driver's 

license··and_ was told by Galt he would take· a fellow at the rooming 

house. 

( 
F r I,_ 
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Mr. Peter Cherpes, owner of the rooming house at 

·. 2608 South Highland would testify he rented room to Eri~ Galt 

· on August 26, 1967, for $22.50 per.wcei incl~ding breakfast 

~nd· supper, wit~ this arrangement iontinuini through the first 

.week of October when the defendant moved out. Our proof would 

further show that Mr. Cherpes accompanied Eric S. Galt to take 

. his driving test and this exhibit.of the driver's application 

reflects Mr .. Cherpes· driver's license number with the applicant's 

full name shown as Eric Starve .Galt. 

The State would further introduce the change of 1967 

· registration on the mustang from Paisley td Galt. and· the is­

suance of 1968 License 1-38993 on Octob~r ,z ,. _1967., to Eric S. 

Galt. 

Officers of the Birmingham.Tr~st National Bank would 

produce records covering a safe deposit box rented by Eric S. 

Galt on August 28, 196Z. 

The State's proof would. show that from Birmingham 
·-. ... ' 

the defendant, using the name Eric S. Galt, proceeded to Mexico 

remaining in that country until the middle cif November, 1967, 

when he left for Los Angeles, Cal~fornia, where he rented Apt. 6 

at 1535 North Serrano from Mrs. Margarita Powers. 

Marie Martin of Los Angeles, California, would testify 

that while employed in the barr·of the St. Francis Hotel on 

Hollywood Boulevard,~ she became acquain~ed with the defendant 

as Eric Galt. In mid-December she asked him to take her home 

which he agreed to do even after learning "home" was in New Or­

leans. That she_subsequently introduced the defendant to her 

cousin Rita Stein and it was explained that Rita had to pick up 

her two childr~n in New Orleans ·and bring them to Los Angeles. 
\ 

That it was eventually agreed for Charles Stein, brother of Rita, 

to accompany the defendant to New Orleani and return with the 

children. 
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M.a rt j n , C11-a-'l'-l es .....aH.-cl-R·i-t<r-S-t-e-i-n-w·ettl-cl~~-

~-::-td:i--f e P-It-i-a-. ~~H---W-O-t1 l d t es i t f y tl x at tl1 e · f o How -

~1.~ 1' icked th-e--t-~ttS-t-a-...g· 

an.d-<h-ove-m~-aco-h-B-a-<lf.t"~~-g i ~ t ere d_. 

The State's proof would show th~ough Charles Stein 

that he and the defendant left Los Angeles in the mustang and 

drbve to New Orleans arriving Decembe~ 17, 1967. 

The State would show through records of the Provinaial 

Hotel, New Orleans, that Eric Galt,,.-2608 Highland Avenue, Bir­

mingham,. Alabama, checked into Room 126 on December 17 and 

checked out December 19. 

The State Is' proof would fur'ther· show that the de­

fendan~ Charles Stein an~ Rita's two children proceeded back to 

Los Angeles. 
-~ 

The State wouldnthrough Mary Lucy Pinela, Manager of 

Home Service Laundry, -5280 Hollywood Boulevard,. that the de­

fendant as Eric Galt was a customer from December, 1967, until 

March, -1968, and she would identify her laundry·mark as being 

on the shorts and,undershirt found in this blue bag dropped in 

front of Canipe's. 

Rodney Arvidson would testify that Eric S. Galt at­

tended his dance studio in Long Beach, C~lifornia, from December 5, 

1967, to February 12, 1968, and did not take further lessons 

because _of a conflict .w,i th his classes at bartending school. 

Through the testimony of Thomas·Reyes Lau, the State 

would ~how the defendant, under the name Eric S. Galt, enrolled 

in the Internation~l School of Bartending in Los Angeles, at-, 

tended from January 19~ 1968, until March 2, 1968, when he 

graduated. This picture shows Mr. Lau aid the defendant. 

Dr.·. Russell C. Hadley of Hollywood, California, would 

testify as to th_e plastic surgery he performed upon the defendant's·· 
. . 

nose on March~,. 1968; 

. . . ' ' 
.. ·':. : ... -!;.::_.,·t, 

' . ' 

,. 
I . 

i 
I. 
1. 

'' ,· 

• I 

; 
\.', 

!' 
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That on March 17, 1968, Eric S. Galt executed a 

postal change of address card from the St. Francis Hotel in 

Los Angeles to General Delivery, Atlanta, Georgia. 

That enroute from Los Angele? to Atlanta, the defend­

~nt delivered a box of clothing and books to Marie Martin's 

daughter in New Orleans. 

That he spent the night of March 22, 1968, at the 

Flamingo Motel in Selma, Alabama. 

Mr. Jimmy Garner, operator of a rooming house at 

113-14th Street, Atlanta, Georgia, would testify that he rented 

a room to the defendant under the name Eric i~ Galt on March 24, 

1968, and that he collected a second week's rent on March 31, 

1968, at which time the defendant wrote.his name on this en­

velope. That this ~a~ the last time Mr. Garner saw-him, but 

when he entered the room on April S, 1968, to change linen, ,. 

he found a note .in substance as follows."Got to leave town, 

had to go to Birmi~gham, left TV, pick_up soon." The rent 

having been paid up until April 7, that on that date he rented 

the room to another party and left the TV and various other 

articles in the ·adjoining service room. That on April 14, 1968, 

he gave permission and opened the premises to a search by 

. members of the FBI Atlanta· Office. 

Mrs. Annie E. Peters who operated the Piedmont Laundry 

located around the corner ·from the rooming house would testify 

that on April 1, 1968, clothing for laundry and cleaning was 

delivered to her by Eric Galt and subsequently picked up on 

April 5 around mid-morning. She would produce records and 

testify as to how she came to notify the authorities. 

The State would further show that between 8:00 and 

8:30 a.m., April 5, 1968, the white mustang i~ question wa~ 

observed by several people including Lucy Cayton pull into the 

parking areaof .. Capitol Homes in Atlanta, Geo!gia. A single 

,-•: 

I 
i 
! 
l 

1: 
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i· 
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.white man believed to be the defendant walked from this car 

and away from the area. 

The State would~how the must_ang remained in this lo­

cation until some of the residents had a call placed t6 the 

Atlanta Police Department. 

Det~ctive Roy Lee Davis of the Auto Theft Division 

was· dispatched, arriving at approximately 3:00 p.m. He checked. 

the license number Alabama 1-38993 and identification number and 

followed the standard procedure to d~termine if car was stolen, 

That upon this information being placed on the air and teletype 

·service, it was found this was .the. car being. sought as a result 

of the Memphis and Bir~ihgham investitation. 

The officers of Atlanta Police Department stood by 

until Special Agents of the FBI arrived ~~d took custody of the 

car. Itemi from this car were taken by Agent Alden Miller to 

the FBI Laboratory in Washington. 

Q95 (1) Dark blue short sleeve shirt 

Q97-Q100 (2) Two sheets 

Q99 (3) Pillow case 

Q103 (4) Rug from trunk•.· 

Q104 (5) Pillow 
e:' ) ? I . . • 

_ Qll4-ll 7 . . ( 6) Sweepings from floor mats (4£e-£ c.~ . 

Ql0S (7) · Styrofoam case for Polaroid camera 

(8) Book entitled OPPORTUNITIES IN LOCKSMITHING 

(9) 1967 Alabama License 1 A 88354 

1968 Alabama License 1-38993 

Agent John Sullivan would identify several item"'.'s re­

covered fro~ th~ room formerly rented to the defendant by Jimmy 

Garner on April 15, 1968, ·with the permission of Jimmy.Garner 

including: 

Ql94 (1) Ma~_of Mexico 

(2): Map of Atlanta with several areas marked 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_v'!" 

-9-

(3) Maps of Texas and Oklahoma; Maps of Los Angeles; 

Map of California; Map of Louisiana; Map of 

Arizona and New Mexico~ Map of Bitmingham 

That he delivered these items along with this envelope 

on which the defendant had written the name Eric S. Galt obtained 

from J~mmy Garner to the FBI Lab in Washington. 

The State's proof then shifts to Tordnto, Canada, 

where we would show through Mrs. Adam Szpakowski that on April 8, 

;1968, the defendant under the name Paul Bridgman rented a room 

from her at 102 Ossington West in Toronto. That after the de-

fendant moved from her establishment,. a, letter from the Office 

. of the Register General addressed to Paul Bridgman was received 

and returned by her. 

Mrs. Mabel-Agnew of Toronto would testify that on 

April 11, 1968, she made passport photographs for the defendant 

under the name Paul Bridgman. 

Mrs. Lillian Spencer of the Kennedy Travel Bureau 

- would testify that the defendant under the name Ramon George 

Sneyd contacted her on April 16, ~968, made a~plication for 

·Canadian Passport and boqked air trip to London to leave May 6 

and re~urn May 21, 1968, and that the defendant picked up his 
I 

passport and tickets on May 2, 1968~ 

Mrs~ Sun Fung Loo of 962 Dundas, Toronto, Canada, 

would testify th~ defendant rented a room from her on April 19, 

1968, under the name. of Sneyd. 

The Honorable H. F. C. Humphries, Deputy Registrar 

of the Province of Ontario would testif~ and produce from of~ 

ficial records: 

(1) Letter signed Paul Bridgman dated 4-10,-68, re­

.· questing_copy of birth certificate, said certi­

ficate subsequently mailed to:102 Ossington -· 

·sir~ei and returned not claimed. 

-·····-·- ~ -~,::~ 
/ 

I•' 

I > . 
.. ' , , 
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(2) Letter s·ig:hed George Ramon Sneyd, dated.../4-16-68 

requesting copy of birth certificate be mailed 

to 962 Dundas. 

(3) Identify the birth certificate
1
card recovered 

_from defendant at time of a~rest in London. ------.,. . 

The State would show the rea.1 Eric S. Galt to be a 

prominent businessman-in Toronto; Paul Bridgman to be a con­

. sultant with the Toronto Board of Education and Ramon George 

_Sneyd to be a member of the Toronto P~lice Department; that 

they are native Canadians, never knew the-defendant, and al­

though they lived in close proximity of each other did not 

know each other until the investigation of this case. 

The State's proof would show the defendant flew to 

London, arriving on May) . ..._, 1968. _.....__ 

Miss Monica··B'aker of London, ticket receptionist for 

B.O.A.C. would be bro~ght over to testify that on May 7 she ex­

changed the return portion of the defendan~'s ticket for one 

to Lisbon, Portugal·, and· gave him a refund of $14. 89. 

inspcictor_Jrise Manuel Da Cunha Passo of the Portugese 
r 

National Poli~e in Lisbon would testify and inttoduce :official 

records reflecting the eniry into Lisbon, Portugal by the de­

fendant on May 8, 1968, and his exit on May 17, 1968, and further 

.as to his residence in Hotel Portugal during this time. 

Mrs. Manuela T. Lopes of the Canadian Embassy in 

Lisbon would testify about the defendant's application on 
. . 

May 15, 1968, to.have the name.corrected bn his pa~sport from 

Sneya to• Sneyd~. ·. That this old passport was· canceled and this· 

new one with the s~elling corrected was issued on May 16. 

Antonio Rocha'Fama working Airport Control checked 

the defendant's-canceled and ne~·passports on May 17, 1968, 

and allowed him.~6 board flight for London. 

The State'i proof would further show that upon the 

. ,". ,'' .'. 

. I . 
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defendant's return to London as Ramon George Sneyd he lived at 

the Heath:field House Hotel .May 17 to· May 28. At New Earls 

Court from May 28 to June 5 and at the Pax Hotel from June 5 

·to June 8. 

In t~e meantime after many hours of extra duty by 

., .. members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, including com-

·1 paring a picture of James Earl Ray with all passports, it was 

determined that the picture on the passport of Ramon George 

Sneyd was identical to ,James Earl Ray, al though in the passport 

the defendant was wearing glasses. 

Through th·e. co-operative efforts in law enforcement; 
.... ;., .. 

officials of New Scotland Yard and the Porfugese International 

Police came into the search for Ramon George Sneyd. 

Upon request for assistance in this case Chief Insp. 

Ron Bur~ows of New Scotland Yard set the investigation into 

action in London. All entry and exit·points were notified and 

a special fugitive team was set up.· 

That while Det~ Chief Insp. Kenneth Thompson and 

Det. Sgt. Peter Elliott were through extensive investigation 

learning the things I have heretofore mentioned, the defendant 

appeared at the Heathrow London Airport and attempted to board 

a flight to Brussels. · 

That at appro~imately 11:30 ·a.m., June 8,· 1968, Det. 

Sgt. Philip Frederick ·Birch was. sea'ted next. to the Immigration 

Officer checking passports when the defendant present~d the 

two be£ore-mentioned passports and immediately Sgt. Birch r~c-
' \ 

ognized the name and asked the defendant "to ~ccompany him to 

the office to check on the passports .. That the defend~t did 

so without any objection, 

Sgi~ Birch would testify he called headquarters and 

detained the defenda~t until the arrival of Chief Supt. Thomas 

Butler. That·he searched the defendant and found this .38 caliber 
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pistol which we would show was purchased from a Walter Leon 

Spain in Birmingham, Alabama, the first week in October, 1967. 

Also taken from the person of defendant: 

Tickets BEA London to Brussels 

" BOAC.London to Toronto 

Correspondence - Rifle Silencer Informatiori 

Chief Inspector Arthur Brine would b~ called as a 

fingerprint expert with over twenty-one years experience and 

would testify that he accompanied Supt. Butler to the airport, 

took the fingerprints of this defendant and verified he was 

one and the same person as wanted by the United States. 

Chief Supt. Thomas Butler no~ retired after some 

thi~ty-four years with Scotland Yard would be presented to .. 

testify as to his arriving at Heathrow Airport around 1:00 p.m., 

June 8, .. 1968 :1 examining two passports in name of Sneya and 

Sneyd, this pistol, verifying prints of ~efendant with Inspt. 

Brine, then confronting the defendant, cautioning him .as to 

his rights and determining he had no certificate for the pistol. 

He would tc~tify that after conferring with American 

authorities,. defendant was again advise·d of rights and acknowledged 

being James Earl Ray rather than R~mon George Sneyd. 
' i 

From the,luggage·of the defendant numerous items would 

be iritroduc~d i~cl~ding: 

(1) Polaroid camera which fits styrofoam box from 

Mustang found in Atlanta. 

(2) This suit or clothes which Mr. J. B. Cloutier of 

Tip Top:Tailors in. Montreal Canada would testify 

was sold to E .. Galt of· ·2 589 Notre Dame St. on July 19, 
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