
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI· 

Date: 3/12/69 

Transmit the following in _______________________ __, 
I 
I 
I 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ____ A_I_R_T_EL __ _ AIR·MAIL· 
. , . (Priority) , I . 

---------------------------- . --------· - ·-------·-L- ·----- -

TO: DIRECTOR, . FBI ( 44-3.8861.) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (P) 
~-· 

.~:~ 
/ 

Re San Antonio tel3type to pirector and New Orleans 
3/11/69, no copy Memphis,• wherein information was set ·forth 
that indicated the possibility .that one FREDERICK LEROY 
CARLIN, San Antonio, Texas, was possibly enroute to New 
Orleans to kill New Orleans District Attorney JAMES 
GARRISON. . 

Enclosed for Memphis is one Xerox copy of 
referenced .teletype for completion·of Memphis files. 

For. informat;i.on of Bur,eau and receiving offices, 
Detective JAMES LaVERGNE, Detective Bureau, New Orleans 
Police Department, was telephonically advised of the 
.contents of referenced teletype, at which time LaVERGNE 
stated he would take appropriate action, including 
notification to District Attorney JAMES GARRISON. By 
LaVERGNE's request, a letter of confirmation.is being 
forwarded to Superintendent ~OSEPH I. GIARRUSSn (NA), 
New Orleans Police Department. .. · 

No further action an;··cr· ated b! ~w OrleansT ~..,J'O 
fj) ( .... -, 't~ •/J I I . o· (y 

~ - Bureau R_EC- 30 ' · ~ ,:~:i- 6 ~~ (o , ~ ,. . 
2 Memphis (Encl. l) ( 44~1487) · . · · 
l - San Anto.nio (44 . ..;1242) · ~:\ 
1 - New Orleans ,::::::::::-_::;:::::i ,;;:::::::-~ •.... <'~\ 
EJC: sab tr.' · : . · •. 95S · 

· ( 7 ) . . : li!\!\R. ·vi 1 · · , \ @:\Dl ,. 

·.~~~ 
~--___: ____ _J 

Se~t ______ M Per -~-----
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l~ .Ff3I:,, WA SH 1) C :1 • ' '< 
.;,;"'"" .•· 

• 
FBI ·MEMPHIS 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION · 
U S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION SECTION ; . 
MAR 10 1969 )tl/ 

rtELET.Y~E 

MF. Toloo111-
Mr. DeLmich_ 
Mr. MohJ!' __ 
Ml'. Bishop_ 
:Mr. Casper_ 
Mr. Callahan_ 
Mr. Conrad .. _ 
Mr. Felt__ 
Mr. G __ 
Mr. R en • 
Mr: Sulliva 
Mr. Tavel __ _ 

Tele. Roo-~m _ 
Miss Holmes_. 
ll/liss Gandy_ 

r .//. 
7 

NEWSPAP;ER .. ART.IC.LE· :AP,PEARING .IN-.. COMMERCI·AL APPEAL DATED ,.~ 

MAR:CH:· EI~HT, ·stXTYN.INE,. _S.TATES IN· .. REFERENCE: TO POSSIBLE NlNEt • 
' ' 

NINE YEAR S.EN.TErfCE .:IF .RJ.\'Y .. AGREES TO:GUlLTY:·PLEA ·COULD BE SERVED 

,,GO'MPLETELY IN FIFTY 'Y~RS. AND SEVEN MONTHp .• A ·.c_ON-VICT.ED. MAN WOULD. 

BE ELIGIBLE FOR. PAROLE .. AFTER FORTYEIGHT YEARS .. ·.AND -SIX. MONTHS. 

WITH MAXIMUM .. GOOD AND HONOR Tll"lE. THE ·-TERM OF NIN·ETY•NINE YEARS . 

. COULD/a~- REDUC~D to· THIRTYTHREE."·YE~RS· •. 
. ·--~·_/ 

·fiJEllJPHI S ·Fl LES ··DISCLOSE· COPY· ·OF. PJiJi:SI DENT !Al REQUEST · FOR 
. ,,; 

. EXTRADITION :or .JAMES EARL ·RAY .FROM ENGLAND. IT INDICATES :THAT 

-.RAY WAS CHARG.ED· WllH THE CRIME OF MURDER AND ;CONVI.CTED OF THE· 

,CRIME .OF 'ROl:5BERY WlTH :VHlLEN.CE CijOBBERY iFIRST __ DEGREE BY. ME-ANS OF. 

A DANGEROUS -AND ,.DEADLY W~PON) ~- .. TH.IS DOCUMENT REQUES.TS THAT . I. . ~ I 
e,JA:MES ·EARL RAY BE -RETURNED .. To.-·PROPER· .AUTH0j,lTIES-11F .l.U-s.lfAiliE 6 0 · ·. 

,•. . . · ~~4¢- ~ ~~bf 
0f _T.ENNESSEE_ AND/OR.: THE- STA.TE OF MISSOURI• ~ '.1B MA'R". 12 1969 . · · 

· ·KANSAS· CIT.Y REPORT._ D.AtED."MAY. ·FIFTEEN, -SI.XUELGH:t.,-,,IN"'=I-MTANT 

CASE,. PAGE" ONE TJiO ·EIGHT; SEts· FORTH ·DEPARTMENT. OF .CORRECTIONS 
. ' . 

· TRANSCRIP--I OF SEfUAL ··a.ECORD., TflIS .. TRANSCRIPT.:'CARRIES "MISSOURI 

!54· MAR 2 0 1969 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r~:f: ,:: ~ 11¥JK~J1 
:; ;.· ~i ~ i~ Ai ·, Hi~:;;; :ft~Hi~ r: .. , · 
· · ··bl'iis1n11~:',r·1i•: 

·; ·~•:'~iKR~'i O l. dl :~/rW~EfEI b ! 

• 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

PAGE TWO· 

-STAT.E .PRI:SON · NUMBER·'·FOR J'AMES .EARL RAY, .,WHICH :15 Z-ERO z·:ERO :FOUR _ 

ONE SIX •. THE SEN.TENCE 'BElNG ·SERV-ED .. ON T.HlS RECORD 

"DJS.CLOSES .THAT .::JAMES .EA'RL .:RAY. ·W(tS. ·RECEI'•VED ON MARCH s;EVENTE'EN, . 

. NlN.E!EEN ... SIXTY, ·to SERVE. SENT-ENCE OF t'WENTY. -YEA.RS. FULL ·t1M&-

.. WAs · -.1s.tED -AS.BEING MARCH S-l?(-TEEN,. NIN.ETEEN,':.~IGHTY, ·WITH THREE• 

.Q\IARTERS··T.IME' .Ml(R.CH'- SIXTEEN,. NINETEEN :sEVENTYFIVE. BASED ;ON · 
' . . 

. FACT. THAT .. 'JA''MES · EARL RAY .ESCAPED IN NlNETEEllLSIXT-\'SEVEN, ·:IT· 

.WOULD :'APPEAR _.BA,SED ON ·T-HIS- RECORP :HE ·OWES A '.MI.NIMUM, OF THIRTEEN 

YEARS ·oN -THE· ORlGI NAL S·ENTEN.CE., 

MEMPHI-'S ·OI,VI SlON NOT AWARE OF ANY ,,ADDITIONAL SEN.TEN.C.ES 

·,tHAT MAY ·HAVE .BEEN ADDED BECAUSE OF- -HlS PRIOR ATTEMPTED. ESCAPES. · 

-E;ND 

ijMJ 

. 'F}?I WASH {?C 

-~ 

:,j'' 
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._ OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ... .5010-106 

MAY 1962 EDITION ,:W 
";~~~"'rirts; ATES GOV 1:,RNMENT 

Memorandum 
To Mr. DeLoa~-----, 

FROM : A. Rosen 

SUBJEC~ 

DATE: March 11, 1969 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 

Tolson-­
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper-­
Callahan-­
Conrad--

Fe!~ / 

en V- · 
Sullivan--
Tavel __ _ 

Trotter-­
·rele. Room _ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King. 

Assistant Attorney General Jerris Leonard, Civil Rights 
Division, met with Messrs. Rosen and Martindale in his office, together 
with his Deputy Robert Owen and Attorney David Norman. He was 
interested in two matters: 

Item 1 re James· Earl Ray (Murder of Martin Luther King) 

The first matter concerned the disposition of the Federal 
conspiracy warrant presently outstanding concerning James Earl Ray, 
who was sentenced to 99 years in Tennessee. 

Leonard stated the President would be going to take the 
position in a future press conference- that the Federal Government was 
continuing to give intensive interest to the possibility of the existence 
of a conspiracy. Because of this, Leonard felt the Department ought to 
decide on the action which should be taken at this time and possible 
future procedure. 

• After discussing such possibilities as the dismissal of the 

l 
warrant, filing the Federal warrant as a detainer against the state 
process, interviewing Ray immediately or postponing such an interview, 
and the possibility of calling him before a Federal grand jury, the 
following decision was reached by Leonard. . 

He felt that, insofar-,-· as the timing was concerned, the 

f 
most desirable procedure at this time without making any commitments 
by the Federal Government beyond what the President would say 
was to try to interview Ray at the earliest possible time. In this 
connection, he asked that we contact the SAC at Memphis (Jensen) 
and have him get in touch with Canale, the District Attorney, to 
determine whether the circumstances are such as to allow an interview 
with Ra~ at this ~ime to de_termine whether he will g~y.e any informationp 1:,. , , l-1/ 
concerning possible conspirat~~-1 ~ 7 ··r"f~~rJ< V ~,,, r,-1 I 41; -1:, a 

f&l"'~~i;; Rm-·n~a a,:;~:w::·{ J:·'- tt/ / 01/ 
(6) ···"

1
•
1 innr . c0Nli"NuEn - OVER -V·fl' 
~ -~·--~] /v't, 
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.... "\ . • -Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: MURKIN 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 

• 

I
, If approved, we will instruct the Memphis Office to immediately 
take the necessary steps to determine whether Ray can be interviewed. This 
will involve the possibility of clearance from Attorney Percy Foreman. 

v· 01{- t+ 
Item 2 re Murder of Three Civil Rights Workers in Mississippi 

The second matter concerned informant James Jordan, who is_ 
presently serving a four-year sentence after pleading guilty to Federal 
Civil Rights charges in connection with the murder of three civil rights 
workers in Mississippi. Jordan was the primary Government witness 
responsible for the conviction of seven other subjects in Federal Court. 
There are three subjects to be re-tried in Federal Court and Jordan's 
testimony is essential to successful prosecution. 

The U. S. Board of Parole has passed Jordan over until 

I September, 1970, although he will be eligible for release on good time 
in June, 1970. The Civil Rights Division strongly feels that Jordan, who 
has been a model prisoner, should be favorably considered for parole 
in view of his cooperation with the Government at the prior trial and 
in view of the need for his testimony when the three subjects are re­
tried. The Civtl Rights Division has been unable to make any arrange­
ments through consultation with the Parole Board but Robert Owen has 
been invited to appear before the Parole Board in the near future and 
plans to do so. In addition-, Leonard requested that Special Agent in 
Charge Joseph A. Sullivan, New York, who dealt with Jordan during the 
investigation in Mississippi, be permitted to appear with Owen merely 
for the purpose of pointing out the fact that Jordan was most cooperative 
with the Federal Government. 

Leonard was advised that his request would be taken under 
consideration. He stated he was most emphatic in his feeling that 
Sullivan's testimony before the Parole Board would be most effective 
in not only retaining Jordan's cooperation but in setting the facts before 
the Parole Board inasmuch as he would be an impartial witness whereas 

wen acted as a prosecuting attorney. 

CONTINUED - OVER 

- 2 -
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.. , ' • Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: MURKIN 

RECOMMENDATION: 

• 
In view of the necessity for continuing to maintain Jordan 

as a cooperative witness in bringing about a favorable prosecution 
against the three remaining subjects to be re-tried in ·Federal Court, 
favorable consideration should be given to Mr. Leonard's reque~t 
that Sullivan be allowed to appear before the U. S. Board of Parole 
and limit any comments to the fact that Jordan was most cooperative 
with the Government. 

/ 
fiJ 

- 3 -
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f 
PLAINTEXT 

T_ELETYPE .. URGENT· 

TO SAC MEMPIUS (44-1987) 

FROM DmECTOBi,,fBI (44~38861) ,.,./ s: (ii I .;i­
-~~ JlO 

MURKIN = ·. 

3/12/69 

_ l ... · 1VIr 11) McGowan . 
1.,. M:r~- Long_ . 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION THE CIVI1, RIGHTS DIVJSION DESIRES 

IMMEDIATE ATTENTION BE GIVEN TO ANY INFORMATION BEARING 

ON POSSIBILITY OF THE EXISTENCE OF A CONSPffiACY IN THIS 

MATTER. DEPARTMENT DESffiES .THAT.INTERVIEW BE CONDUCTED 
- . 

WITI(JAMES EARL RAY AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME ·IN AN 

EFFORT TO.jEiLICIT ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING SUCH 

CONSPffiACY. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.. . 

TELETYPE SAC MEMP~JS· .- . : •• '. • ;, • . l,:,. 
· ··RE: IVnJRKIN · · · 

HANDLE .AND·SUTEL BUT no' NOT .MAKE ACTUAL: ARRANGEMENTS 
- . ' .. ·... ' . . '. :' . . . ' 

TO CONDUCT INTERVIEW WITHOUT. SPECIFIC BUREA u .AUTHORITY. 
' . . . . '·- ·, . 

. 'i 

THIS WILL CONFIRM BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL ON ·MARCH ELEVEN.• 
. . ' ',' . ' 

' . ~- . . . ' . 

.. · ... 

- .... ' 

·· ... ·. ' 

,: . 

. ' .... 2 ... 

. . ,· 

. ',, 
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! • 
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, 
FBI 

Date: 3/11/69 

I 
I 
I 

~-
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the fo'Tfowing in _____________________ ----,
1
1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL AIR MAIL / 1 

Via _________ -------------,-----------ti / 
(Priority) I // 

---------------- -------------------------------L------- I 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBO (44-38861) 
~ 

- / , ,. 

~ RO 1: , .::ilcl-l~'=:l., ANGELES (44-1574) 

c;,-:, 

...... 
er::: 
c:c 
:E 

SUB 1 C 

Re Lo~ Angeles tels 2/28/69 and 3/3/69; Memphis 
ai.rtel to Los Angeles dated 3/6/69. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are six copies 
of a Letterhead Memorandum concerning GREG BIRMINGHAM's t 
registering as ERIC s. GALT at Shangri Lodge, Panorama City,~\ 
California, 3/14/68. - - \,~\,...-,./ 

I 

Information copies are being furnished Memphis \ 1 

and Nev,J Haven. 

a MAR 13 1969 

Q_ -- ----·· 

_, 
1) (RM) 'I -

1 -
2 -

TJA/gja 
(7) 

7AQJM~_19_1___ ---
. Special Agent in Charge 

Sent -----~M Per-~-----
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. · 

•• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Ange.les, California 
March 11, 1969 

JAMES EARL RAY 

n February 28, 1969, e·. ~~ personally 
appeared a the New Haven, ~-:t/". _µt Office of the Federal 
Bureau of stigation. He~dvised that on March 14, 1968, 
he and. Gr irmingham flew ·to Los Angeles, California, and 
register~d a'f"me""'"~aril;ri Lodge, 9510 Van Nuys oulevard, 
Panorama'· City, California. According to Mr. Mc ,Namara., 
Birmingham registered under the name ,of Eric:~~ lt. 

·---~-~~:'>'Ubfa\.l.bj-~~-f~-\),..0-4 ~.,:..-~;.~-... )' ...... 

The records of the Shangri Lodge for March, 1968 
were lo ated at Bekins Records Center, 215 North Canon Drive, 
Beverly Hills., .. .Q,..a.U!...Q.ID,la on March 3, 1969 and were reviewed 
by Spec t<fl Agents of the FBI. No record for Eric S. Galt, 
Gregory 1rmingham, or Leo McNamara for March 14, 1968 was 
loca te"a'. · ·--- _ '/1. · .• /1-,.1;/(;, . 

This docu~§~contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 

- l* -
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

I 
I 

UNITED S',1.'ATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
March 11, 1969 

JAMES EARL RAY 

On. February 28, 1969, Leo Mc Namara personally 
appeared at the New Haven, Connecticut Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. He advised that on March 14, 1968, 
he and Gre~ Birmingham fle0 to Los Angeles, California, and 
registered:at the Shangri Lodge, 9510 Van Nuys Boulevard, 
Panorama City, California. According to Mr. McNamara, 
Birmingham;. registered under the name of Eric S. Galt. 

I 

The reco:rds of the Shangri Lodge for March, 1968 
were located at Bekins Records Center, 215 North Canon Drive, 
Beverly Hills, California on March 3, 1969 and 111ere reviewed 
by Special Agents of the FBI. No record for Eric S. Galt, 
Gregory Birmingham, o.r Leo Mc Namara for March 11+, 1968 was 
located. · 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclustons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. , 

l* -
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
March 11, 1969 

JAMES EARL RAY 

On February 28, 1969, Leo Mc Namara personally 
appeared at the New Haven, Connecticut Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. He advised that on March 14, 1968, 
he and Greg Birmingham flew to Los Angeles, California, and 
registered at the Shangri Lodge, 9510 Van Nuys Boulevard, 
Panorama City, California. According to Mr. McNamara, 
Birmingham.registered under the name of Eric S. Galt. 

The records of the Shangri Lodge for March, 1St68 
were located at Be~:ins Records Center, 215 North Canon Drive, 
Beverly Hills, California on March 3, 1969 and were reviewed 
by Special Agents of the FBI. No record .for Eric S. Galt, 
Gregory Birmingham, or Leo Mc Namara for March 14, 1968 was 
located. · 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the.property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. • 
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f • ... 
FBI 

Date: 3-12-69 

Transmit the following in ~-------,-,-----------:---,-----------; 
(Type in plaintext or cod.e) 

Via ____ A_I_R_T_E_L _____ A_M _____ -,-,-:=--:,---,,------;-----------, 

. ·~~~ I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

,1/ FROM~ MEMPHIS (44-1987). p 

·t,1MURK~ · 

There are enclosed original and one copy each 
of newspaper clippings in captioned .matter. 

Ci) BUREAU (Enc.) (AM) 
1 MEMPHIS 
RGJ:BN 
(4) 

Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 
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, FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) • • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

-,::::'I:he _ sheriff said the security) 
' precai/.tiohs a1~•-fn cl-u de di 

W~lding up. ·wind ws· and_ food-:...· ---l--------­
.. slots: fa each -of' the .six cells dicate page, name of 
,. a'ndtputting steel pl~tes·:over,:wspaper, city and state,) 
· the·'windows. The addition· of' · 
:the. plates:'ma<;le an air-condi-'. 
ti,oning system-necessary;· .. ·: 

1 '~ The· :secur~ty- f\VaS :planned -at.- .PAG:E 
: a'- rseries· of conferences be-: 

tween ··state; federal and local; 
: pfficials,'. the: sheriff ·said, and'; 
'. -he'was '-reluctant: to·:· give any,:­
i' ttn¢ ·per~on ~rediUorthe var-! 
:.J9µ1r~deas~ ·. ·.:, ;· . . · · . i 
. {~·He·- ~aid_ Lt. 1,John Brown rif!_· _ 
1
' the· Federal ·Bureau of Pris ns: 
ijad.-heen'. assfgne!} to the jaili 

' tjn•'·a 'regular 1basis ·since· l11stj 
;tuly ;("He also has given us- a _ 

1-.fot of advice . and help on. thE! I 
;.t)l~i ~f.Jhejail.''..) ,and _J. ;r: 
. ~lark, a federa_Fprisons super~-

1 · ;v,ixor : '. from washington. has 
1
-

: ·P,een aJr.equent visitor. ·. .

1 _· ~;Gapt~1~:J~)qi.Jnc1 it~en-:-;-
1.ialf: ~eputies · ·an<i 'the rest city; 
poli~emen--were _ assigned toi-
fp~ ·guard',d~ta:U; In· ~hnost ·all1 • 

COMMERCIAL 
APPEAL 

,~IPffIS , TENN. 

cas~s,_ one· policeman and·onel 
Jfeputy_ were in the cell-togeth-,

1 
OJ 

~!;".'with .. Ray. The guard~. who:ate: 3 - / ~ - \n / 
worked' e ,i g .h t ~h ci u r shifts,\dition: 
~~ipped_ .and ptif;,on _spe<;:ialiuthor· 
coveralls· before entering: the; · GEORGE HANNA ; tfoll. _· ' . ,· · , , .. · , 'iditot': 
L-"· ,., . • . · I 

, ~i:~R~y ._an~ .his .:guai;-ds at!:) the/itle: 
· .:~lime•,foqd as .the rest .of the1. 
, .prisoners, ,·three -trays ,being/ 
· lJrought JOithe cell in a special! 
: ;fo¢k~~ st~,el. bo~; . ''Th~re wasihara!'ter: 

»,o. , :WliYJO ,kilow w~o woµld get; or . 
: ~li~¢~.trar"t~e-~~e,tiff~!lid .. i;lassification: IBMPlIIS 
,v:,f;l,le .guai;-ds: kept_.,a mmutelyiubmitting Office:· . 

· tietailed1record··of:Ray's activi-: . · 
/#~s-when·he,ate,.'what'he ate,tJ Being Investigated 
-~QW' .. h~1 )iked . what/he. ate,.;~----------­

.'\yhen_.' he.: slept· an~ -fo:- _how) 
ifo~g( as well' as what vts1tors1, 

. ·~,e-,h~d·._, · . 
. }\,The ·tqg· alsc;> showed Ray's 
· 'co.minerits . _on· tltings· he read 
rand-watched ,on TV.· He was 

,~~llowed .. n~wspapers . and mag~ 
:,·azines .·which told ·about his 

LJ 1../ ;_ 1$'CL§sr,,; ~~•'ll ~~p1easu;, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



with a lot..of stories," said Cap­
tain Smith, "especially those 
that 'dealt with his family or 
his previous crimes." 

The log· showed Ray was a 
good eater (he gained about 15 
pounds in jail despite his regu­
lar · exercise) and averaged 
better than eight hours sleep a 
night. 

Captain Smith said Ray 
talked· a little bit about his 
escape from prison in· Mis­
souri. "He said this was one 
place he sure couldn't es_cape 
from." · · 
· "We had a written procedure 

for everything, fqr shaving, for 
taking a . shower, just every­
thing." Sheriff Morris said.' 
"Ray seemed to adjust well to 
thii;. He .seemecl to .like doing 
things · t4e same way. Of 
course life in confinement 
wasn't n~w· to him." 

Captaiq Smith said Ray was 
sometimes. moody, :but rarely 
a discipline problem. • 

. ''When ~e :~as unruly, when 
he, wouldn't do wh;it he was 
told, we'd confine him to one 
of the ,individual cells, but 
without the door being locke9. 
Or we'd cut him off from the 
c o m m i s s a r y wagon (whi­
ch. sells ice cream, sandwiches 
and' other items) or take away 
his newspapers and maga­
zines. He wasn't much of a 
problem. his. chief complaint 
was that ihe missed. the sun­
. shine (the car trip to Nashvill!! 
yesterday wa~ tile first time 
Ray', had -seen• ·~unlight since 
last ,July)." ... 

There was no writing on the 
cre:am-colored walls. 

"He was a very neat prison­
er," the sheriff said ... 

The sheriff said the toal cost 
of- the special cell was low. He 
said the-TVcameras and moni­
tors cost less: than $3,000, the 
metal plates on the windows 
$44-0, the .. central ait-condidi­
toning about $1,300 and the 
locked food server $35. 

With Ray gone, what will 
happen to the cellblock? 

The sheriff said it may be 
used as a quarantine area or 
for special medical care of in­
mates on a limited basis. In 
any event, the plates will re­
main on the window. just in . ,. 

With his famous prisoner 
safely in" Nashville. Sheriff 
Morris was willing to talk 
about Ray's return from Lon­
don. Ray was flown nonstop 
from London to the Millington 
Navy Base in a U.S. Air Force 
jet transport. He was whisked 
to the jail in. the Jackson, 
Miss., Police Department's ar. 
moz:ed car, escorted- by car­
lads of macbinegun-toting of­
ficers. . This was in marked 
contrast to !his departure early 
yesterday in . a single polic~ 
car, wearing a.deputy's ·helmet 
and jacket to successfully .fool 
cameramen. 

The sheriff said he didn't re­
member just who thought up 
using · Thompson's Tank (so 
named for Jackson Mayor Al­
len Thompson). It was driven 
to Memphis and serviced at J. 
Tom Moore and Co. on Air­
,vays, where it WijS built. 

"It cost us $16, and they 
drove it all over the south end 
of town, but nobody noticed I 
had fear of that jet landing 
and .all the military standing 
py us and there was a dead' 
'battery in Thompson's Tank" 

The sheriff said · the arrival 
of the plane ··and the caravan 
was_ closely timed. "We had 
been iri radio contact with the 
plane for hours and they had 
figured the · prevailing winds 
and everything." 

When the plane landed, Mor­
ris and other officers boarded 
and the charges were read to 
Ray. A card advising him of 
his rights was then read, and 
recorded in case there was 
ever any question that Ray 
had not been warned. Two 
doctors, one who had accom­
panied Ray on the plane and 
the other who had gone to Mill­
ington with the sheriff, com­
pared notes. Ray was dressed 
in bullet resistant pants and 
vest and ,hustled to the ar­
mored car. Nine minutes had 
elapsed. · ' 

·There,. were tbree alternate 
routes for the 'trip to the jail 
and no one but the sheriff 
knew which one would be used 
until the last minute. The most 
direct route,· Navy Road to 
Highway 51 and' right odnw 
~econd Street to the jail, was 
the choice. 

The spotlights·, atop Thomp­
son's Tank which blinded spec­
tators and masked :Ray's entry 
into the jail were an after­
thought. ''We didn't even know 
it had them," the sheriff said. 
"About 45 minutes before we 
went to Millington somebody 
suggested we· use them. It 
turned- o~t to be__ the most ef­
fective thing.we had." 
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the proc~µre, ·:wrs. ·Smith sai~ 
she· was ~mpletely opposed tcj l 

e attorne e capital punishment. · This ec~-:; 
after the trialyth,gat nreara sat oed · the statement · of Drf, 
h ce wa K" , "d M · c tt • t e motive, the Rev. Mr K 1 . !ng s. wi ow_, rs. o.re .~., 

agreed · that "Ray m · { e: King, who said the death pen: · 
racist, h7 probably is. ,fY e ' alty :Vould :be contrary to _the;, 
, He. said Mr. Dwyer had tole !~achmgs of· ~er late husband._. 

him in confidence about · The ,execution of Mr. Ray, 
al incidents which see~:e~ who has , not yet tol~ the frill., 
~.upport the raci_st theory. sto_ry, ~o~}d not serve the ends~ · 

::C-he_re were certam events in of JU~tice~ - . ", 
his life which had to do with It was learnedt.'1at the a~?r~, 
color. Hewas a Wallace. type." ney g~neral . consulted w1tll,' 
The Rev . Mr. Kyles also s~id Mrs. · Kmg · a~d _ leader_s of tl}~. 
that. the '.'bad press'.' Dr. King SoµtheEn Christian Leadership~ 
received could well have 'led Conference about the co.n:iprq­
J!..ay to think he would be. lion- mise sentenc. ~e was told they_~ 
iz~d: for_killing_him. "Iwas told did not wish a dea~h pen~lty;:. 
he. was ·v~ry disappointed that but would res~rve Jusgement: 
white society did not come to about the conspiracy angel. --', 
his rescue."' · There was surprisingly little' 
. Several· o_ther. Negroes were diss·atisfaction. with the ·1eng~t):;. 

less pleased with the judicial of the penalt~, although severs· 
process used. . - · , al Negroes said they never h!!,d 
· "No, it wasn't justice ., said expected Ray to.' get- what h1!'4' 
·l\:frs. Corrine :McWillia:Us, as deserved_.,· ,., .. · .:. : _ ·~-,'. 
s1stant manager of the Afro ''.I , don't thmk that m~~~ 
Lunch ~oom at 926 Kerr. ·••1t people -were , concerned w1tl:i:: 
looked h){e they had it already what happened. to Ray. Wh~.! 
made up." ~. · _ - ,.. - they -really wanted to kno\il1 
- "Ther~ sho~ld be more.of an was _w~o -·else ;was inv~lved ~'.{ 
E:X~~ana~1on give~ to the pu!i- the k1lhng.". said.Mr. Sims: _"': __ ~-
be, sa1~ Allen Sims, •37, of 53B J;lay's !lttomey, Mr For.a--:: 
Wes~ Mitchell., "The public, man, w~o told the court he had~ 
part1cularly: the black people, never · ·expected · to do mor!i•:;, 
have be.en shortchanged ·by th_an· sav;_-~a~ .from teh-ele.<::~_, 
what !1as · taken place in the tric. ch;ur,. said he ·y,:as ~n~":.: 
Ray tnal.". · · . vinced •there was no conspira~"L 
. "I don't Hk~ the way he went . cy.' He said Ray's st~tement:i ,1; 
out. because 1t was a conspira- co~rt i:tbot1t the ~n~pirac~ "{as,~ 
cy ,,and . everybody - knows in~ertded to keep; U,.at angle:,, 
tha~. said another woman in ahve so that stor.1es he cou1!1 ' 
the lunchroom. She whispered swll would· be more :val?a:ble.~;, 
so that a well-dressed ·white "He. ·,didn't- wap.t to kill t~f 
man at the end of the counter golden goose." · ' · ·~'.~, 
wouldn't hear; · William Bradford Huie, the.,· 
. Mrs, Maxine Smith , execu~ autlior. ·._ who ·. paid $35,000 for.•~ 

tive secretary of the local Ray's story _and has conyert~_4'. 
chapter of the NAACP s · . cl . the handwritten notes mto. Ji. 
"It was not the Q9-ye;r :~n: magazine. series, wi~h ~ boo~· 
tence, hut how he gof it.. It and_ poss1~le .~ m~vie m .. the~ 
!_eaves a lot- of questions ··un-. fu~ure,,.said he was. not _s~r~:. 
answered and they may· r , ' prised 'at Ray's statement. . .. ,;. 
main f o r e v e :r i.inanswereci.". "He- always has contend~ct,· 
~p~rsonally I. don't believe he there w~s .another, persim mi, 
did 1t by himself." · • the roomu~g ho~se with,him (a, 

Mrs. Smith said th ·. statement ~hie~ app~rently; 
ed settlement mi"ght eh negobhat- will appear m Hme's third ~d' 

. ave een f' · 1 · rt·' 1 ) " · ' an ,effort to prevent t . .:- ma mag~zme a ice . . 
,the .. community._ durin en~1~~n Rl:Y · · ~imself was h~v~~; 
trial. In. expres~ing gher a; not~mg .more to say ~t pr.et: 
proval of the sentence, but not ent. -

A court attachment was is~\' 
sued yes·~erday 'ob, the rifle and 
the automobile James Earl 
Ray used in the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.· · .· 
. ,Renfro T .. flays, a ·private 
investigator who . worked bit 
the case for Ray's .former ~1:~ 
totney,- Arthur ·J. Hanes Sr: of 
~irmingham, Ala., got the at: 
ta c.h men t from'Chancelfot' 
Charles Nearn. , .... ·.~, 

The attachment is the latest 
development in all $11,000 law~ 
suit Mr. Hays has filed to fees 
he cl~mi~ were' owing when 
Ray fired · Hanes last Novemr 
ber_and'hired Percy Foreman; 
the famed ~Houston trial la,.;,.; 
yer. .','' · . . 

Chancellor Nearn said -the 
attachment against a 30.06 
Remington pump action rifl"e'. 
a • 1966 white Mustang and als~ 
$7-,500 ·in cash which is· deposit: 
ed in Union Planters. National 
Bank. · - .- ,,_ . 

The 1bulk of°'t.he money is the 
last installment of $35,000 a'if~ 
thor William Bradford Huie 
paid ·. Ray for: information 
about the crime. - - '._,, 

Ray's brothers, -Gerald Ray 
and John Ray; ·both of St: 
Louis, were at the hearing yeS'­
terday .but did not participate~• 

·Assistant · public defend~r 
Hugh Stanton Jr. stood in.for 
Foreman.. -

Chancellor Neai-n· told Mr. 
Stanton he: · could file a motion 
to quash the attachment. Mt. 
Stanton said ·he would· confer 
with Foreman. _- · · · ·' :-

Mr; Hays· attorney, C .. M. 
Murphy'. argued that since the 
$7,5000 was in an. account 
which Mr. Foreman has ac­
cess to · there was danger of {t 
being removed. . ·., 

The ·attorney genei:~l's office 
has the rifle. The car is beirig 
held in: a Fire Department 
quildirig but the attorney ge·ir­
eral, ha~ not disclosed the ex­
~ct location. • 
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Into King's Death 
L • • ~- __ •..• 4 .. _,- _·--: •• , ___ :· .-_ •••• • ·:· --~-·.: .. ,._ .• ____ .. ,, 

f Ray'NOW.lnCett1 · 
l ; . By 'GREGORY''J,\YNES ' I\ 

f · The Sen~te Internal Security 
i Subcomittee has launched an \ ! investigation into whether the 
: assassination1 of Dr._ Martin 
' Luther King Jr. was the result 

of a conspiracy. 
· "We -'are collecting all of the 
information on this subject we \ · 

, can "Chairman James 0. 
i Ea,stl~nd (D~Miss.1 told Morris ll 
\ Ci.mmngham; chief of The 
'\ Commercial Appeal's Wash- · 
. ington Bur~a,u_yesterday •. 
. · "Thert alwayifhas be·e~ and -1-: 

t • _there is. _now a question m. my 
I mind as to whether this killing 
.i was the work of one man;" l 
l . I 1 said Eastland. "We are secur-
[ ing all available information." 
I Ray- ple~ded guilty Monday 
! and was sentenced to 99 ye~rs 
i in prison. His attorn~rs .?~med t the possibility of a conspiracy. 
:· Federal investigative agen-

1 
cies long have contended-th. ~t 
Ray acted alone. However, it 
was reported Tuesday that the 
Justice Department is taking 
another look at the cas_e, in the 
light of Ray's courtroom hint . 
that he did not agree with the ~ 
theories of former Atty. G!;)n, 

amsey Clark ansl J. Edgar 
~ooyei;_ th~{ t;here~as no ... con- , 
~J.>iracy in the case. . , 

. ~ Atty: Gen .. :-Pl_li}~ ~anale-sa!if ·: 
Monday Ray's motive fo! kill- \ 
\ing'-nr. King w~s e~s.~nti~lly a : 
'question of racism:· .We have ! 
!no proof . other than J a!1'1es I. 
Earl Ray acting alone, killed; I 
'Martin Luther King". said Mr. I 
:canale. \ 
· ·Ray had nothing t? say y~s- \ 
:terday. Wearing' cha!ns, he ig- ·' 
nored shouted questions from 
;newsmen :and · entered the 
]Tennessee State . Pri~on ~t 
fNashville, . tryirig to. hide his 

_ \face with manacled hands._· · 
l · Ray left Shelby Count~ ui1d~\ 

1condition~.s,q,d}_f!.~ren~ fro,m his 
, heavily a:tm~d arnval l~st 
IJuly that he was able to· ride. 
:' right by newsmen without. 
\ 'being noticed. ' . · · . 
I wearing a sheriff's <leputy.'_s 

\

helmet and jacket, Ray walked 
from the back door of the Shel-

1 by County Jail at 12: 50 a. m. 
:yesterday, loitered ?n the back 
:.steps a minute while a_deputy 
:finished his cigaret then got 
:into a regular patr?l car. The 
·,car had arrived minutes ear- ' 
'lier and three of the four men\ 
!entered· ~he jail_. R,ay switched 1 
',places· with one of them,_ was I 
ihandcuffed to a -deputy and) 
',moved out. _ . · _ \ 
: Sheriff William N. Morns !r. · 
·,said Ray seemed to en3oy 
·:playing the role .. He waved to 
:·a local TV cameraman as the 
! car drove out and newsman 
iwaved back. "Don't get cold 

!
'out there". :R\iY y_~lled as he 
passed by unnoticed. 

,..,, 
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The car was met by another i 
sheriff's unit at Third and · 
North Parkway. Sheriff Morris 
left a few minutes later and 
caught up with the caravan 
near Southwestern. Ray was 
taken to the sheriff's substa­
tion on Hemcrest Lane and 
waited there until nearly 5 a. 
m. talking with officers. He 
then was taken to the highway 
patrol station on Highway 70 
where he was given into state 
custody at 5: 20 a. m. 

Ray rode to Nashville in an 
unmarked car with state Safe­
ty Commissioner G r e g 
O'Rear, TBI chief W. E. 'Bud' 
Hopton and two other officers. 
Seven cars of heavily armed 
state'troopers escorted them. 

For the confessed killer, the 
sound of a cell door slamming 
was nothing new. He has been 
in and. out of prisons all his 
adult life. ,,~ 

On the heels of that, William 
Bradford Huie said Jast night 
he now believed there was no 
conspiracy and that Ray act­
ed alone. 

In a television interview 
with NBC Mr. Huie said: "The 
first story that Ray told 
(wrote) me was that he was 
sitting in the Mustang, parked 
on Main Street. He said that 
Raoul (the mystery blond Cu­
ban mentioned in previous 
Huie articles) fired the shot, 
ran down the stairs and 
dropped the gun and jumped 
into the backseat of the car, 
covering himself up with a 
sheet." · · 

Mr. Huie also said that Ray 
had insisted that Raoul had 
made the decision to kill Dr. 
King. The Alabama author 
said he was convinced . for a 
long time that Ray had been 
a hired participant in the con­
spiracy, but that he was un­
able to verify many of the 
things Ray· told him: 
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~ehte'nced 
·ro 99·vears 

James.Earl Ray plead~d guilty today to mur- -
: der in the death of Dr. Martin Luther :King Jr. 

. . Ray -:took the sta,Ild shortly after 9 a.'m. 

Crlminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle asked 
the defendant if he understood what he: was doing 
in pleading guilty, if the d,ecl.s,on was of his own 
free will. and if he understood that he -waived all 
rights to appeal. · 

Ray said: he understood. . 
. . Percy Foreman, lfay's defense lawyer, told t;ti_e 

.· court, ,"I've. never had hopes of anything except 
• • • to . save : this man's· life." · · 

,.r,- -~ -;,-•!'-

Ray was the only person in court to suggest · 
others may have taken part in the April 4, 1968· 

• sniper slaying of ,the Nobel.Peace _Priz~ winner. 
Ray pleaded guilty in a deal with the .prosecu­

tion that he will be sentenced to 99 years in the . 
, Tennessee State Prison at Nashville, instead of . 

\ taking the chance th~t a jury might sentence him 
to death in the electric chair. 

A jury of 12 men, two of them Negroes, was 
-selected from the first 12 names on the jury list. : 
Each juror· agreed to the deal, and all 12 were · 
sworn in a~ 10 :05 ·a. m. CST, only 20 µiinutes after=-
thertrial began; ·_ . 

Ray's guilty plea put an end to reports that he. 
had balked at the deal, · evidently arranged by his 
attorney. · · · 

The guilty plea was the first confirmatioµ of 
· the deal; rumored, since Foreman asked for a _hear- · 
. ing late last week., . . 
. · The guiity pl~a, cam~- ~n Ray's· 41st brithd~y •. 

· ·, ifudge_B~ttle 't;wice asked.Ray if he.was pl~­
ing guilty tiecause.he did shoot Dr •. King la~t April 

· 4th at the Loraine Motel and believed that a jury 
trial would show that to be the case. 

"Yes, sir," Ray replied softly. 
Atty. Gen; Phil Canale told the jurors that his 

office had found no evidence that anyone other 
than R~y was_ involved in the crime. . . , . t . 

Canale sa1" there had been widespread ~ors 
that Ray was a "dupe" or "fall guy or membel' of a 
conspiracy." - . · · 

Canale' said his office ·11a4 examined over 5,000 
pages of investigative documents, examined hun­
dreds of physical bits of evidence and sent repre­
sentatives on , trips totaling thousands of miles 
without finding any, evidence. whatsoever of a con­

. spiracy. But he promised the_ jurors prompt and 
visorous investigation that might later indicate 
someone other than, Ray .was involved. ~ ·~ 
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"It took me months to 
prove to myself ... that it 
was not a conspiracy," Fore­
man added. 

~, 
AWAITS RAY 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI) 
-James Earl Ray will be 

A jury was selected from housed in an isolated cell 
a venire chosen two weeks in the maximum security 
·ago. A spokesman for the 'building - location of the 
court said the jurors had no death chamber - when he 
idea what case they would is brought to the state pris­
be hearing when they report- on here, officials s-aid today. 
ed this morning. -..,..,.__.._ 

own free will and had !been 
Five men were called to informed of his rights. 

testify that King was, indeed "Yes, sir," he repeatedly 
murdered. Those called to replied. 
testify included: Asked if he had 1been 

-The Rev. Samuel B. pro rn is e d anything other 
Kyles, a Memphis Baptist than the recommended 99-
minister with whom King year sentence, Ray said, 
was to have had supper on "No, not that I know of." · 
the eve of his death. After both Canale and 

-Chauncey Eskridge of- Foreman said there was no 
Chicago, an attorney and evidence of a conspiracy, 
close friend of the late civil Ray stood and told Judge 
rights leader. .• Battle he did not want to 

-Dr. Jerry T. Francisco, change the stipulations lbut 
the Shelby County coroner, added, "I don't agree to all 
who discussed the single ri- these theories." 
fie wound which King re- Asked ,by the judge with 
ceived. whom he did not agree, Ray 

mentioned FBI D i r e c t o r 
-Inspector N. E. Zachary, Hoover and former U.S. 

chief of Memphis homicide Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark. 
officers. Ray spoke so softly his 

-Robert Jensen, special words were almost inaudible 
agent in charge of the FBI and the full meaning of his 
office in Memphis. comment was not clear. 

Foreman said he had Foreman dismissed the in-
cross-examined Ray in pri- cident, telling Ray his opin­
vate for more than 50 hours ions about Clark and Hoover 
•and reached the same con- had no bearing on the case. 
clusion as FBI Director J. , There was no elaboration. 
Edgar Hoover that Ray was Despite the guilty plea, un-
not part of a conspiracy. der Tennessee law, the pros-

Foreman praised Canale ecution still must put on its 
for not trying to "get scalps case to prove to the jury the 
on his belt" or "build a no- b a s i c facts surrounding 
torious reputation to run for King's death. 
some higher office" by re- Ray stood up. "Your hon­
fusing Ray's plea and seek- or, I'd like to say something. 
ing a conviction which could I agree with all these stipu-

lations, but I don't agree 
carry a greater sentence. with these theories on the 

"You are blessed with a conspiracy." 
judge and prosecuting attar- Judge Battle asked Ray if 
ney who are able to look at he was trying to change hrs 
this case witho•Jt bein:; guilty plea. Ray said "No 
caught in the backwash of sir,", and spoke no more 
publicity," he said. about the conspiracy. 

Ray, neatly dressed in a 
blue suit and matching tie, Ray waived all rights for 
stood as Judge Battle asked appeal, for a new trial or for 
him if he was acting of hiir- any other legal maneuvers~ 
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KING LIES ON BALCONY AS AIDES POINT , 
Dr. I<ing's aides stand over the mortailly ·wounded • Louw of the public broadcast Laboratory by courtesy 

Dir. King and signal to police below the direction from of Life Magazine. Copyright Time, Inc., 1968)' ~ 
whicli the a~sassin's bullet came. (Photo by Joseph 
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JAMES EARL RAY JAILED 
Sheriff William N. Morris is shown with Ray after 

he arrived in Memphis under tight security after he was 
arrested in Lontlon June 8. Ray is handcuffed andwear-
ing a bullet proof apron. •. ~ ~ 
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. Duty On Celebrated Cas~: 
The jurors who approved the pany. employe. He sai? he had j 

99-year · sentence- for James no reservation· about the sen-; 
Earl Ray were surprised when tence, but was surprised-when · 
they found -themselves on_ th Ray spoke out in court about, a ! 
clebrated. case. ~hey had- conspiracy. , , I 

,been on Jury duty for about James w. Ballard of 1679 · 
two weeks and most-._of th~m Vera Cruz, a hardware supply 
had -been thro1:1gh t~e gmlty salesmart, said it was "just an~ 
,p_lea. processseyeral times._:·. other jury trial to me." And 

Joe StovalVr'.·of 1859 Lanier Johnnie Shaw of 1227 Spring-, 
L~e, a arpet dep~r1;ment dale, a laborer, said he '\Yas ; 

, manager .for . Sears,, saict- he surprised at the rapid ::move--! 
, had thou~ht 11bo_ut th~ Ray ment of the case. "But he did 
case, but w~en 1t ~~~ post~ plead guilty." · , 1 

. poned- to April 7 he, d1sm1ssed 
O 

h b f th · , 
· ·t f h' · d • · t er mem ers o e Jury , . 1 rom 1s mm . · 

1 "I certainly went along with!Were: , . · 
,what the court said. I feel the Gus , Carlota of 1209 Theo-- ! 
prosecuting - ·attorney had an dore, ·an International Har::. j 
ironclad case agai,nstRay and vester employe; ·James. N. ,' 
if it had gone to trial he cer- Abraham of 2510 Lock Meade; _! 

tainly would have been founc;I an IH engineer; Amos G. ! 
guilty."' . , . • _ _ -· __ ·_ _ Black Jr. of 1558 Rollirig Hills : 

Miller Williamson of 83(i Al- . Drh~e -:-a commercial printing 1 

ice,_ one of tw~;Negroes, on the plant 'foreman;- J: _ Patil Ho"!- ; 
pa~el, said, ,._J_ w~s~ t , surs. ard of. l614 Paula Cove, ·an· 

. prised at- the plea. Smee he -• - - b-, - s · St · 
! ple_aded guilty I was happy to embalmer; Ro ert . . . . , 
' go along with th the recom- Pierre of 2728 Henley Drive,_ 
! mended sentence." _ _ _,·:-a Pace Corp. engineer; Johri · 
i · ·· '.'I thought :th~; trial-' would w. Blackwell· of ~624 Deluth, ' 
, drag -on for a while ... I have FM- • tr ff'c- ontroller 
. no_ comment on Ray's plea," an . air, a I c , 
said James R. Pate of 765 Kip- an~_ R1chaz:d:·.Lee Co~nsello~!: 

. ;pley~ a wholesale .e;rocer,y com,Jof 1420 Favell, 
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/lio'llomari c~us:· '.l 

: · Chase lHoax 
. . , : ,, .. ·.. ··I 

. By THOMAS· Be VIER· : 
·. PQiice knoW who transmitted I 

:, a radio report of ~ chase be7 : 

tween ~. white Mu~tang and a.; 
,blue Pontiac shortly afterthe , 
April· 4 assassination of Dr., 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

1 

~olice Director Frank C. ! 
Holloman yesterday·said there i 
.is .1;10_ doubt ~e broadc~st.~as ·I 

' a hoax and that the chase' nev:.Ci 
. er happened; He-made the ex-: 
. plan~tion after. the James Earl i 
, ,Ray case was · <Jisposed of, in ' 
, Criminal Court earlier in the : 
, day. . ., · .'"'.' · .. i 

But he declined to' · identify ' 
the broadcaster other than to· 

. say he· was a· white teenage ! 
! boy_ who used a:_ cit,izens_ band I 
rad10; . , 

"It was strictly a prank." h~ i 
, said .. "We know who did it but: 
i we don't have enough evidence: 
to prosecute. n . ,. i 
, .Although- the: reported chase 
has bf!en di.scounted· before, 
.J>Olic~ had pot ~8:_i~ definitely 1 

that 1t was .a·hoax., ·, .... , ·· · · .. , 
Mr. . Hoiloman gave·· only i 

sketchy details apout. tp.e re- j 
port and refused to discuss any 1 

other aspects of the case.·: · ·. I 
.Dr; King was .shot at 6:01 j 

p.m. About half an hour later, : 
Police LT. R:w. Bradshaw : 
was stopped by a person with : 
a citizen•~ baild·radio in·his \ 
car near Jackson and Holly- ~ 

, wood · and listened to transmis- I ""' 
~ion. Lt. _Bradsha~ relare~_.thel, 
mformat10n on his pohcf car : 
:radiQ.. · . · i -- __ , _ ... ,_ .. ·._· 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

~--The faoadcasJer re·p'oneno· 
/b!;! ·_in a ,blue Pontiac cha~ing a 
;White- Mustang up .Jackson .. 
~and Austin .Peay Highway. 'l:Je : 
:said 'the person in the Mustang ' 
was shooting at, him·~ ; ·. · · : · 

"" 
1 "At the time we c6hductecl'~· 

'. i complete investigation Hollo-
man said, "~rid ,were. "corn) 

: pletely . satisfied, t.hat there. 
,_was·.nothing to it" : : 

' He said the report . did,: 'not 
r1:1sult in otlier·wli~e-bemg di;. 
v~rted from: th,e assassination 
investigation.. .· : · '. · · · · ·, 

He said sev~raf citizen's 
•band ' operators· heard · the 
transmission. There is no 
doubt that the· broadcast was 

, made ·"from a stationary posi-
tion," he said. , · : , . · , . . • 
\ The police director ciecliried 
· to . say whether . police· had 
talk~d ·to· the ib~Y; they ·foup:d I 
'did it or his parenti· •. . i . 

· ":The logical concl~sio~ i~ ! 
, that he he_ard the report of Dr. 
King's death and · made the 
broadcast, "Mr. H o 11 o m a n 
~aJd. " ,, . 
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enff William N. Morris, 
Gen. Phil Canale at table, 
artially hidden) and Exec. 

Asst. Atty. Gen. Robert K. Dwyer. This picture of. Ray 
(below), niade in _1959 by St. Louis police when he was 
held for amied robbery, looks most like him t~y, it was 

· generally agreed. · . . · r, {4 
~ -<Staff Photo by. S:am,_,.;. . Selle 

• I 
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(Mount Cl ippi!lg in Space Below) 

lvi~a:ge Gives ·consp,fuig Th~{)iy •· · ci¢de~J;:: 
t·- <By RO~EiT SAMso-p,- -. ·: his t~_le~copi~-~~ght

1
• -~ '• .. ! ,: i 111~tiort. .tog~µi~r'.\vith. th~-~i~;: 

. J!e shuf.fles across the court- It 1s hard , to put tljis ,mfor- tuI,"e 9f Ja!ll!:)S :Earl ·Ray s1ttmg· 
'.r90m Jike · a Jjly(!pic, small in the courf;t,Qqin .JlaP,pfug his thur·li~Iies Sr. in Birmingllam, 

!
'bear, looking down at the floor. foot _on .p.js knee. · - · steer ·· pot · of_ Alabama, · the 
and wearing what Mrs. Bessie Prosafo starj: ·as_ a -"poverty.- "IIear.t of Pixie" stat¢.- : ·· 
,Brew~r was probably talking ~tricken -· .cl}ild" leadJng on Mr._ ·Canale says "I .thinkl 
!~b.out ;¥hen s~e.~escribed that through :. a r,'~putatio~_', as ;;:i: r~~e ha4 a_ -lot to do wit,hit.".\ 

I
' silly little ~m. _,- ._ -_ · . trouJ)lem~er_: _reputation-·I~st--T<>,Mr. Canale. "It_" has·m~ __ ant; 
_ Then testimony sta,rt~ and he ing through;·:; a_ career in the :the James, Earl .Ray case for1 

_sits _there as if he's. watching. a -Army, .. geneial discharge . in 'just a littl~. · less-. th_an a year\ 
1moV1e ~s the. guilty pl~a 1~ l~S citing.-!$. '.'.'.inep,tness arid· now._. : · · :- . , _ · .. ; 
~mtered. __ , , lack o_f. adaptability .. to•amili- ·: "~roof,''. he s.ays, "would! 

• 1 HW!-ched over, one :foot tary,''.- career'_ of __ srilal~;-time show. J~es _ Earl Ray ;had; 
;~rossmg .a,·knee, ~e takes 1t all crime, ,usually. unsucce,s~f~l. 'been'- in ,close proximity to cit-.· 
;m -or

1 
-ma~be 1t ~ passes - •Crh~e ;~are~i' ·spectacµI~r, in ies. where Martin Luther King: 

·loyer - :as the men m front of a .way,-fits t!'ie..nian wM'sat in was1 ~peaking .. S~ima;LosAn-/ 
,him -: s_tand- rup and agre~ he I the de~ehdartt's . chair YE;?Ster~ .gel~s, M,emph!_s, . _. , 

• 1pulled Jh~ trigger • and. killed I ~ay! -but : s_eemmgly D?t the _· Aµ . Atlant~ _ 11?-aP Ray had i 
1Dr. Ma~m._ Luther Kmg_Jr·.-man:who killed D_r, King. Iµ ·sll9wed· the •bme church and 

: IIast AP!11· 4'. -at the same .time several :·holdup~, caught; )n ~ii- headqliar'.f:ers for Dr.• KING 
• lm'?l"~erµig_ one._ .of the black other; forgot;to closei_his car circled; . · · · · 
· 1man s maJor symbols of hope door r and· -f 11 · t ~- s 1;., , "•- _, · ••. -- • 11." -· .. .d- - ·, 
! d ·-· t 'I t din. th·: --.'- : •_ -· e 0~. ·a, •ue - It may :11avebe~nacc1 en-, 

an a - eas woun g e swerved- the' car around a cor- t l · · '"d t l" M C whole concept of nonviolence. · ·_ -;, - ·,, , ., . • . a or_.c~m~1 ~~.a, r .. . a-
. This is James Earl Ray, his ner. _ • . _ /" ~ - . __ nale flays.- . :· In my op1mon 
hair_ ne:v~r c9m~ed. :i;ight, his . In_ prls~~ ., !or 20. ye~s. on_· he wa~ ,-s~~ymg pretty close. to' 
tie: !hanging !half'as •Iong~a1> it F?b~ery, .cli,a~ges! earn~ a J)r_.., King: · Rec~rds, he sa1~,­
s~o"tjld;· liis pa1:1~s 1:>1igging and nJ~kh~e So_r · h1m~elf:- ;, T1i_e_ sp.ow. -0~· ~Y';~~ the_-wr~ng-: 
-his .coat slung_hke ~twas mad~ Mo~~ •. h~~VJt,.nev~r.maqe 1t .w_ay- hair. :bu~mg~he !1-r:t rifle 1 
for., a man with· one, shouldet ,ou~ the oth~r ,end of·his tunnel on March 29 _m Birmingham-, 
missing'.· · : . ' - . _ until 1967. :if. ·was No: 3 that bringing the tjfle·back'because 

·r· _. This is the 11)'.iin fhil Canale was '-~_agit:! ije was .out, some~ it )fa~ ''.i!:10perative" an~ ex-: 
says ran contraq~nd ac::ross where,' evefyfyliere, it seem~d. chan~g_ . it., for, the o~e used-. 
~wo Uh_ited States_ bor~ers; 'Y4o :E-J;ea?qu~~red -in Birm~ng, che~kll!!f itlto :Memphis at ~e,, 
Jumped the pen m M1Ssour1 to ham ·m ·a rundown roommg _ R~_bel Motel, then . Bessie: 
head for a life of infamy. · " house. There Eric Starvo Galt Brewer'if and ·fir.ing that fatall 
'This\guy who __ looks like a was born tlie -man who was shot April 4. · · 

prime target-for a circus bark, 'graduated from a bartenders' But Mr :~~ale-stands up in 
er weµt all over the country, ·school on the:West Coast took court and. tell;,· everyone· that M':· C_anale says_; followed Dr.i dancing lessori~ in NeV:, Or- there's no:proof-ofconspiracy, 
King . ~ .closely for almqst · a Jea!}s. There /are other trails de~pite the fact a lot of holes 
!llonth: . and C?<JlY took ,a .room .that Galt rari. · A few have be- remain unfilled. 
m M:r~. Bessie :~ewer s unre- '!come cold. , Most have 'been . ~o conspiracy. That's what 
con1d1tloned roo_mmg hous~ ~t mapped. MJ;. Canale , 'talk~ he says. , · 
422½ South Mam and sat m a b " h " d f .1 ,, hi Thi"s ge· ts "' E 1 R bathroom waiting for his tar- a ~ut t ous_ap . s o mi es , . s . .., ames ar ay 
get •fo get in. the right spot of assistants ha;ve logged. In his hot._ 
-,----------'·-,_· ~:&1~··· white Miistahg, with the red · Ray _want$. the conspiracy 

tand wh~te ,Alabama: · license lane open.... _, , . _ . . . __ 
1 plates, Eric. Starvo Galt - And - as : long as · he looks 
;Harvey Low~eyer .-- Harvey s_traight ahead wit_h that sort qf 

. :Lowmyer ..;.:_John Willard -- scratch-my-head look while a 
•Ramon Sneyd, - Raymond friend of- Dr. King's· is identj.­
lsneyd -Wh~ Knows -James fying a morgue.picture show­
•EatlRay was.many things. - ing the right jaw tom open by 
! He. w~s. the_. .guy who boug):it the:-sl}ock of the shot, it's got to 

1a hammer· ·'and pliers at a keep Illaking sense· that this 
;hardware sto_te in Los Angeles; man who shuffles out of tb_e 
:a pair of sp.orts and a T-shirt courtoom,' with one· shoulder 
/at -anothef'{ ·store there, the higher than the other aitd his 
:man who )lacl "Turista"stick;- head down had to have help., 
,ers on his cat down in Mexi,co, Unless James Earl. Ray all 
: the fellow -~lio drove around of. a. sudden last April 4 got· 
land probabli:hearda.Qout.Ar- lu~ky. · · . ___ . _ : 
t :,.. ; ··- ~',--;.:_. . ' ,. ' ' -· . ' 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

liit Off Agreed On-Fa~ /' 
·5·Witnesses Prove Case·: 

I .· ~y J4ME_S KILLPATRJiCK_ 1/'. • . - _: __ • ,_ ___ ,, 

Five witnesses, and- ·a Jong)' 
· stipulation of ,agreed~on facts, 
: were . use"d by the attorney genci 
· eral'.s office yesterday tq: 
: prove. its ffrst-degr,ee murder'! 
: case against Jaines Earl Ray. ,! 

."~~~t424 -s6utii-Main-­
short1y after the ·shooting'. He · 
said. he posted a guard over '. 
the 1bundle; which included a · 
30-caliber Remington pump ri- : 
fle. in a Browning Arms ibox · 
and a blue zipper suitc.ase. 

. Inspector Zachary identified t 

This is .a '5ummary of testi~i 
mony:_ · ,j, 

l · Chauncey ,Eskridge of Chici~- ; 
go, an ittorney" f9r Dr. King, I 
testified· he had leftRoom 306 r 

and. was. standing in the park- · 
iM lot. "Dr. E:ing came out ; 
and saia, . "Tell ·Jesse we are ' 
ready to go.". He went back: 
in, then <:ame out again put- I 

"t t k . "' th . '<Indicate page, name o 
I ems a en ,rom e Zipper r city and state.) 
1bag as A pair pf binoculars, a ,newspape ' 

/

binoculars case, the box the · 
The Rev. S. ·B. Kyles Jr.,i 

' · pastor of Monimental B1l!ptist 
Ohurch,, and.' ai friend of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. ifor 10 
·years said ·he had gone to the 

, Lorraine Motel to pick up Dr. 
King and take him to his home 
for . "soul food/' He· said he 
spent wbout 45 minutes in 

· Room 306 with .Dr. King and 
about 6 p.rrr. they decided to 

•leaver I 

· "Dr. King ·went out on the 
'balcony; then came back in, I 
believe to g~t !his coat. We 

·came- otit together and stood, 
~- . I 

on the · ibalcony together for[ 
aibout three or four minutes. I' 
turned to my right, said I was 
going to get my car. I got five 
or six steps away and heard 
what !know ·to be a shot. I 
turned back and saw Dr. King 
OJ:?. the floor ~th a tremendous I 
·WOµnd in his right side." I 
_ rh.e. R_ey, M;r .. Kyle~ s_?,jd the . 

·rifle 1bullet tore away the lower 
right· side; ··qf ·;Dr:; l{itig•s face· 
and ct1fthr:i:mgn.·1ijs.necktie. ''.I 
remember· the tie .. especially; 
· because he .. couidn't :find itbe­
fore and he thought ~omebody 
had .played- 111 -tric::k:011, hfun and 
hall~iQ.Pentt_t· :·.: :~.: ·· __ :_ - -...c.:.. 

... 

ting his coat and said, "OK, . 
start the· car." !heard a 'zing' ' 
,by my left ear and Iuurned to : 
the rear and looked. When I : 
looked back, he was down." I 

Both the Rev. Mr. Kyles and : 
Mr. Eskridge said they looked 
in the direction of the shot and 
saw ho one. Exec. Asst. Atty. 
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer said lat- , 
er· this was intended to answer· 
the story of Solo.mon Jones, 
Dr. King's chauffeur, that .µe 
saw someone run from bushes 
at the rear of the rooming 
house ','with something white i 

{
on his face." ... ,.. j 

Dr. -Jerry Francisco, county 1 

I 
medical examiner, said he per.- , . 
formed an autopsy on Dr. , 

I !King's 1body 'about 8:47 the.: 
: night_ of the killing. He said his , 
·examination showed Dr. King! 
·died . shortley after being ; 
struck. i 
. "'I1here was a large sound on 
the right side of the face. The I 

·.buliet had gone through the : 
neck. severed the spinal col­
umn and lodged near the sur- . 
gace . of the skin near the left , 
shoulder." · 
' Dr. Francisco said the bullet. 
traveled a.downward path. He : 

' said he visited both the bath- l 
, room of the rooming house and i 
the area at the rear of the ! 
building. He said the bathroom : 
location "was more consistent i 
with the angle of the wound." 

glasses came in, two cans of 
~chlitz _heer, a_ s~aving kit, a· ' n1 f:E 17 

'tee shirt, a pair .of under- .-- JCn -ir 

:. shorts; a hair :bru·sh, ,a transis- · 
· tor radio, a pair of pliers, a 
,hammer,.a Paper_1bag, and a· __ COMJ'il!~RCH\.L AFPEAL 
· copy of the April 4 issue of The -
.Commercial Appeal. Some. •, 
cartridges were .in the box 

,with the rifle. 

'Robert G .. JensEln, special . 
agent in· charge of the Mem- : 
phis division of the FBI, said · 
he received the items found by. · 
police at ,about 10 p.m. on the : 

: night of April ·4 and sent them 
to the laboratory in Washing-: 
ton;. ·· ··· 

Mr. Jensen said the next day 
agents found a registration 
card at the ·Rebel Motel on.-

1Lamar for the night o{April 3. 

JjfE~'D?HIS , TENN• 

: He said the card was in the 
-name of Eric S. Galt and q 1
sho\\'.ed Galt was. '<Jriving a 

3 
-// -r;, / 

:white Mustang. · • : Date: / / · 

,' The FBI agentsaidtherifle' Edition: 

:was traced first to the manu- Author: 

Jacturer, then to Aeromarine GORDON HA:NNA 
:s,upply Co. in Birmingham, Editor: 

.where it. had 1been sold. The. Title: 

Mustang was fo~nd abandoned 
,in Atlanta on.April II and tour-

Character: , 
'.ist stickers on the .window led 
finvestigators to. Mexico, Mrr. 
'Jensen said. The pliers and 
·hammerwere trace'a to a hard- I Classification: 

ware store in Los Angeles and I Submitting Office: J1IEMPHIS 

or 

'the laundry marks on the un- I 
'derwear were tracked first to 
-the. West Coast, then to Los · 
'Angeles. ·. . · 
' Mr. Jensen said the FBI's 
'investigation extended . into ' 

D Being Investigated 

. N. E. Zachary, then inspecc 
tor of· the police homicide , 
squa~, told of finding a IYund!e . 
wn1ppe1 in a · bedspread m 
fr-0nt · of the Canipe Amuse-

f. .,.., ' 

Ca~ada and England. 
: D-,kid it lead tq the arrest of 
:James Earl Ray?", Mr. Dwyer; 
.asked. 

-- ---- -------- . "It did." 
1L 
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1Batt1e: AiiCl OtherS .-: 
· .. · ... ,; _ _- -._. - :" --;;~.---·:_.--.\:, ·. - _.· l- . ·, • .-< -- ... -:·; 

Hold ~1ght Session;? 
SeCutit.Y·••Sfightened:.• 

· .•. ,• •. ,' .. ,.~ ' __ '; . ;·\~ ..... ~•,r. ,,. _ _-·:.-•_4-.(,.S .:.''. 

==========~~~~~~~~•~-•-~-__:_L' , .;. ' 

~~~2i9,f [~!;!j~!~/ 
May.Ple~d Guilty, Get,,:. 

99-Year Sentence . : / 
. . By· THO!VJAS BeVIER . ·: J 
· ;i~hts :burned·' late •in th~/ 

C~immaI Courts Building las·t 
!11ght: as the principal parties 
m th~r Jaipes · Earl Ray case· 
~ade last-minute · prepara'; 

fi~~:~ ,fo_r --~:~~~'s s~eci_~I.hear;' 

! . Crimi!Jal Coqrt -J~dge· w: 

/
1Pr_es~on. Battle _arrived 1;1.t the. 
bmldmg early m the evening 
_after Ray had met more than: 
an ihour '"'.ith hi_s att,oi-n.ey, Per, 
cy .. Foreman. ·Atty ... Geherai. 
Ph!! . Canale was . aJso •in the· 
-~uil~mg, but none· of.tqejJar;~ 
Jti~s involved-would confirm or ' 
/f;.n~ that t~ey_had me~ togeth~ / 
I ·, , •. •, • , ... 

'. · Today!s hearing, scheduled ·1 
._:for 9: 30 a.m. jn ,udge ,Battle's I 
couz:.troom, was arr~nged i?t 
Mr. ·. Foreman's .request, wlio . 
~sked .that Riiy be'present,:it / 
is generally b~li_ev~d. that the·-1 
:attorney general'~ office nas 
/agreed t~ l~t Ray pJead. guiltf. 
pt th_e Api:_:11 4 murder of Dr; -
.Mart111 Luther King Jr; and, fr, 
accept ~ 99i~ar' sentence .for 
~;;:~~ymg °.~- t~~ ~t~i~ -~i~nt$ 

- -- ________ _;_· _j 

: As newsmen frqni across the! 
;country· began arriving yester- : 
.day there was increased specu-, · 
~tion that Ray had chang~d )lis : 
:mind ·about. pleading guilty. ! 
There was no official confi'rs. i 
mation . of this·, but Ray does ' 
the unexpected. · . . _ : 
:Jation that .Ray .had 'changed, 
'his mind abou_t pleading-:guil_ty. i 
'i .,The: intense ,s,ecurity that h~s 
' , .' 

'preva'iled, a,t , previous. '.Ray 
p.¢arings wm_:gi:o~ .e~en: mof~ 
ihehse·oqay. Mdre hanJ00 PO'", 
,ice a~·d ·.slieriff'~ -cl~puiks' ,wjl(i 
pe op. hand to the court area: i 
:Last . night ~olice .. '.~9_dygul:!.r~:;d 
\,ver.e a·ssigned to the homes· o.f •\ 
Judge Battle and Mr. Canale. , 
Last ~ovember, he fired Bf;.,, 'i 
fmingham a t to r·n e y Arthur ! 
!Hanes, Sr:, who had represent- I ' 
~d him' since he was arrested ; 
iin London and hired Mr. Fore,. ' I• • . , •. • 
-p1-ai;i. .. ' 

.: There have been reports tha.t 
Mr. Foreman also has had 
trouble with Ray. . .. ~.- .. 
r . Ray has a reputation for fir-. ;: 
'ing attorneys. It started in 19.59. ;\ 
'in St. Louis when he was being 
hied -for armed robbery. Just_ 
before closing . arguments in, 
the trial, Ray asked the jud_ge· 
to fire 'his court-appointed at­
torneys. The judge refused the 
aemand, .but after the tri~l; 
\Which res!,llted in_ a · 20-year. 
'sentence, Ray handled·his own . 
~ppeal and lost it. ·: . :j 
: Ray was serving that term ! 
1when he escaped from the Mis,. } 
:s.ouri Stat,e_ Penit.~ntiary -i:n l 
,1967. · lh ~' - ' 

... 
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Included. ainong spectator~­
at today's ~ hearit1g probably 
will be Ray's brothers, Gerald 
Ray and John Ray, both of St. 
Louis. They were reported to 
be in Memphis last night. -

In Atlanta, Dr. Ralph Aber­
nathy, who succeed Dr. King. 
as head of the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference;. 
has • sent telegrams throughout, 
the country calling a Tuesday· 
night meeting "to determine-a 
fitting commemoration for 
April 4." Dr. King was killed 
on-that day. 

Dr. Abernat,iy has ·previous­
ly said the SCLC would nqt 
stage a national demonstration 
in Memphis on the date. Dr:' 
King's widow has expressed no'. 
interest in attending the trial. .. 

If Ray should plead guilty; 
his incarceration could pose as· 
many problems for state p:ris: 
on officials as it has for Shelby 
County authorities. · 

In Nashville, it was learned; 
prison officials have been, 
'studying Ray's security ar,~ 
rangements here with an eye 
toward a modified duplicatioh. 

Such arrangements over a; 
period of years would prove 
extremely costly, but prison 
officials fear that a "celebrat.:. 
ed" prisoner such as · Ray; 
would ·be a target for jealou.s -
inmates. " 

Half of Judge Preston Bat~ · 
tie's courtroom will be open.t~ '. 
the public on a first-come~ · 
first-searched and seated basfs .. 
when James Earl Ray, ad-·. 
cused assassin of Dr. Martin-· 
Luther King Jr., makes his a1E · 
pearance at 9: 30 a.m. today,. 
Charles Holmes, . Sheriff De• . 
partment information officefr. · 
said the line will form at S · 
a.m. on the northwest cornei 
of -Washington and Third.: 
Those seeking entrance into · 
the courtro·om must submit to 
a search and provide identifi• 
cation. - ~ · 
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, Bosom Of Court'· To .Turn 
, . T ~· 6 Cc>ntempi J?roce~diri.gs : 
; , Co~tempt ~f c~urt proceed- : '._, ; , . . · , . , .· 

--
1 _______ _;:ings_·agatnst.si:ic persons cited :: ;rhe -she~ts .coyered what . 

.for violating _court: orgers -on .
1 
turn~d ,.:out. to !):le two detailed 

:pretrial publicity in the J am~s scale models · of the area ________ _J 

Earl Ray·trial will be disposed aro~d- the Lorraine Motel and 
of April 11, Judge W. Preston th~_ ' rooming _house at 422½' 
Battle annoµnced yesterday. South Main from which -Ray 
_ -Ata presii'coriference follow-, admits -shooting .Dr. Martin: 

-ing Ray's ·trial, Judge Battle\ Luther King Jr. · · · . · · 
, was asked to comment on the _ Percy Fm:eman took one 
'·contempt proceedings -specifi-.\Jook·_ a~. the sheet_s .and said '·'It. 
cally and the press in gen·era\. , _looks_ hke the Last Supper." · : 
. j''.fhe contempt_ proce~ding~ :·\Vhen-; t_he , sheets ~ere_ re­
are still in the ·,bosom of·tne·,- tnov~d, · _it ~a_s- ~~v1_ous Mr 
court,'.' . tl_J.e· Ji.Idge said;:; "W:e· :F:o!em_an: ~as ,impres~e~ with 

\·are · over: th~- big·. !iuinp, now' .. the. qeta!l ._ of tp.e W?):'~. _R~ghtly . 
We've now got a)ittle):iump to. s,o. ,It'Yas,bu! one ~nd1~at10n of 
get over. I -think·'! will· save t~.e ,exacting deta_1l_ t~e attar-

. any statement I may. have· on' ney s · general _o!f~ce was. pre­
the conduct of the press until p~red, t~ offer if !~e.c~~~ had 

' I dispose of these proceed" go~;.t
0 

triaL . . ' , , 
·, ings," •. ·:·~ ... ;,:,;· .. , , ,- . pamn thm~s must -have 

:.. . - ,. - ·, .. , . -•, .·._costu.s.$20,000,, Mr. foreman 
'. . April ~-1 is_ a Friday. :ni~ muttered to · public . defender 
; Judge said· ~e would continue .-Hugh Stan.tori' Sr. ·. 
the proceedings ·through the · - . ·. . 
next; day if necessary to "wrap . ,if ohn ; and Jerry Ray, the de­
these matters up." · · _ . f~ndent's brothers, . were the 

On Sept. 30, Judge Battle- first persons allowed in. the 
.rule.d tl_J.at two :reporters-- courtroom after the ~ress· h'.3-d 
-Charles-_, Edmundson of The gop.e .. thr<:>ugh the . security · 
Commercial A,pp~al . and Roy check. . _ . 

· · Hamilton of the Memphis 1:,<>0king almost !dentical in 
Press-Scimitar:-:-and two other their dark blue smts and well 
meri were in contempt of receding hairlines, they regis~ 
court.·- Others ,cited were Ar- tered. no emotionztl}roughput 
thur Hanes Sr.; then attorney Jl!ei_ tr1_a!. __ __, __ -~ ·~'--- '.'t __ _ 
for Ray, and Renfro Hays, a l 
·p i_i vat e · investigator who I 
worked for Mr.. Hanes .. · No pun7 · -._ .-·, . -... 

ishment was set pending "fu• 
1 

., ture action" of the four. , · : 

. Sinc~jhen, J_udge_Battle has 
1

, 

, cit~d author WilHam Bradford 1 

Hme ·and FBI fingerprint- ex- 1 
pert ·George· Bon~brake ·. t& , 
show .. cause why they sl:ioul~ 1 

not he held in contempt. : 
Mr. Huie. was cited for his, 

two articles in Look magazine : 
and Mr. Bonebrake for state-; 
ments he made to a law en-: 1 

forcement clinic about Ray's : , 
fingerprints. , · : 

·,·.·-. -..... 

, , It WaS appa_rentJO newsmen I 

who p.ad previously covered ', 
Ray in court ihat yesterday's·: 
session was to be unusual, but '. 
few were prepared for the sud- : 
denness with which it started \ 
and ended. -u was ~11 ovei;' i,n \ 
less than three hours. . - . : " , 

Two bed sheets pro'videtl--the , 
tipoff that the evidehce would ' 
be presented_ at the same ses-: 
sion as the change of plea was , 
heard. 

. ----- _ _,J__' 
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IRaCism · Motive 'I~' cif~d7 1 

As. Ray· ·Pieads/iGuilty, i 
.Gets ·99-. Year Sen.fence ;_'----1 

f _ 

I , , \ • : \e 0 ----~ · • -_- · ••' >· · • '· • · ' ' , · Id state.) - ______ .,;J ____ ...______ __________ ,____ -n~w-,.,p ....... y---r~ 

1 -. ---~---;--,.,---_ -=B=y· ·AN•• _G_~_S_M_c--EACHRA_--_-._-_ N· ; _ --_ .- · ·._ 
! ' . , . . Ra 's riiotive for killing~-DJ, _Martm Luthe_r 
:Kinf ~~e!a1!~t!sentfally·a question of racism, Atty:_ ~en. _PM 

. lcanale said yesteroay .. · h~rtly after· Ray as expected, 
! - :-The comments came s - _ K' · in M~mphis on April 
/pleaded guilty to thedmtur9d9ery~~rin :: state .penitentiary in ! 4 and was sentence o · - . _ _ · . i 

Nashville. ·. - h" h t k about three hours,·. was almost t 

-, ·Toe hearing, w ic 
00 

. 1 ·n that. touched -off : 
~nt!-clima~ti~- af~r i~e:::~~~~r~e:r~B aid. capture_ of ~~y) 
p.ational r10t~g •. e - t· . Waii there any conspiracy m : !and the world wide ques ion. - . . . . . , 

br. Kirig'~ death?. . · much a part of _ yesterday's ; 
l Con~p1ra~y was · 

st
lll ve~ what was left unanswered. : 

proceedings. 1f1 oply be_~~!~ :b!fore Judge ,W. Preston Battle !, 

: It took on Y 
1
ve _mi . 'It and a jury to be sworn : 

(~'. h~ ~~his ru,:Jt"".:';.";~d by state Ia,v ii, m'j\der I 
cases. 0 

• - ', • , ,--~---

l Toe jury,: including ~wo\ 
Negroes, agreed in advance Joi 

_ set the punishment at 99 years,] 
imaking Ray eligible to a~pear/ 
before the parole board an 30i 
r - ars Mr Canale said the nor-
(Ye • 99 · al parole time for . -year 
~ntences of this' type is·49½ 
J . . . . 
years.. _ . _ ·~ .. . . 
I For Ray,· W,hO, was c;ele_br;:1t­
~g· _ hiif. 41st birthday, the out­
look that .he would ever be 
freed appearea bleak. · . 
j In Nashville, Warden Lake 
/Russell said- Ray wou~d be 

1 ,placed ·in.· one, of 42 c~lls m the i 

/squat, o~e-!Ioor maximm:n se~ 
curity bulldmg. 

l "We have _designat~d no par-

!
icular cell for Ray, the war­

den said "We don't haye any 
penthouses. . The cells are 
equipped all th~ same. They 

, have a bunk,,a lava!oi:y and a 
.· C~_Elmc:>cle." ·,. _--_-_·_-_• __ · _;_' 
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Harry S. Avery, state cor­
rections commissioner, said no 
date had been set .for transfer­
ring Ray to Nashville. 

"I've given some thought to 
how we would bring him, but I 
don't want to comment," Com­
missioner Avery said. 

Yesterday's proceedings 
opened with statements from 
Mr. Canale and Percy Fore­
man, Ray's attorney that there 
was no evidence Ray was in· 
valved in a conspiracy. . 

"There are a great- many ru­
mors going around that James 
Earl Ray was a dupe in a con­
spiracy, or was involved in a 
conspiracy: I want to. · sa,y 
right now that we have no 
proof other than James Earl 
Ray acting alone, killed Mar­
tin Luther King," Mr. Canale 
said. • 

Mr. Foreman said it took 
him many hours of investiga· 
tion and interviews with his 
client before he came to the 
same decision. · 

I don't want to get into 

E; ~ontra a,µd, e said, 
was Jewlery from Mexico and 
drugs from Canada. 

The · attorney general as­
sured the jury "that I stand 
ready at any time to act on 
any evidence" of conspiracy 

At that point, Ray got to his 
.~eet. Your honor," he said, 
I would like to say some­

thing: I don't want to change 
~nythmg that I have said, but I 
JUSt want to enter one other 
thing. 1;'},le · only other thing .. 
that I can't agree with Mr. 
Clark." 

The reference appeared to 
be to Ramsey Clark, United 
S_tates attorney general at the 
time of the assassination who 
has always maintained there 
was no conspiracy. 

"Mr. Who?" the judge 
asked. 

A · Mr. J. Edgar Hoover I 
8:gree with all these stipuia­
tions and I'm not trying to 
change anything. 

Q· You. don't ~agree with .. 
personalities, but from his 
background and some other 
things we believe race was 
the motive in this crime,'' 
Mr. Canale said. 

He said Ray ,could have fi-
nanced the · murder himself 
"because he . is believed in· 
volved in at least four bank 
r."'">beries and we believe he 
·°'O • smuggling c,ontraband 

'1.ada and Mexico." 

those theories? 
A- Mr. Canaie1s: Mr. Clark's 

and Mr. J. Edgar Hoover's 
about the conspiracy. I don.'t 
want to add something on that 
I haven't agreed to in the past. 

Q· Your answers to these 
questions that I asked you, 
would be still the same? Is 
that correct. I think the main 
qu_estion J want \O ask you is 
this: are you ple~ding guilty to 
m~rder in the first degree in 
this case because you killed 
Dr. Martin Luther King under 
such circumstances that would 
make you legally guilty of 
murder in the first degree un­
der the law as explained to you 
by your lawyer? 
A-Yes sir, making me ,guilty. 

Q· All right, sir, that is all. 
You may swear the jury. · 

Ray waived all rights for ap­
peal, for a new trial, or any 
other maneuvers (although he. 
could. at some date change his 
mind and file a writ in federal 
court) and said he had been 
promised nothing but the 99-
year sentence. -' 

Judge ~-~ttle als_o touched on 
the question of conspiracy at 
the end of the proceedings 

"It has been established that 
the prosecution at this time is ?t m possession of enough ev­
i ~nee to indict as a co-con­
i:;pirator in this case Of 
course, thi_s is not concl~sive 
pr?Of that there was no con­
spiracy; it merely means that 
as ?f. this time there is not 
suff~c~ent ev~dence available 
sufficient evidence available 
toblmake out a case of prob­
a e cause. 
"If this defendent was ~ 

member of a conspiracy to kill 
the decedent, no member of 
~uch conspiracy can ever live 
m peace or security or lie 
down ~o pleasant dreams, be-­
cause m this state there is no 
statue of limitations in capital 
cases such as this, ... " 

The_ Justice Department in 
Washm&1on released a state­
~ent w~thin,~ours of the hear­
!ng saymg the investigation 
mto th~ original allegations of 
a ~o?sp1racy is still open." The 
ongmal federal warrant filed 
by th7 . FBI ~barged Ray with 
conspn:mg with a man alleged 
to ~e. his brother in the assassi­
nat10n. 
. The judge concluded 'by say­
!?g he thought Memphis had 

wrongfully and irrationally" 
been b_lame~ for the death of 
Dr. King smce "neither the 
decedent nor his killer lived 
here, their obits merely inter­
sected here." 
. Looking down his half­

rimmed glasses, Judge Battle 
,also made- judicious note of a 
~uo~';l in Tim~ magazine, say­
f1g ... We nave not,4one badly 
or a decadent river town." 
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·.: James Ear(Ray· 
f. «- - - • ,-. - \ 

:TopSecurity 
1 

ToGuardRay1 
·. ,-··· - - - _. I 

, NA S H V I LL E; Tenn. --:- i 
I (UPI) .,.... James Earl Ray will ; 
1 •be. housed in an isolated cell in ; I. . . : -
1 the maximum security build- : 
ling ....;.; -location of the death I 
i chamber - when he is brought l 
:·to the state prison here, offi- : 
I cials .said Monday. _ . 
I State Cor_re~tirms Commis­
sioner- Harry S. Avery said h~ 

' a:nd Warden Lake-Russell have 
been -plannip.g for some• time j 
tlie ."exceptional": safeguards · 
required. for Rayl~ jricarcera-· . 
t·1·0· n.' - ·' · ''"•. · · · · -,. 

-.... ~~ -
~. Following Ray's a r r i v ·ii I 
(h_ere; ihE: wmbe placed in the 
Lmaximum . security !building 
luntil · he is classifietl, a process 
1that · normally _takes about six 
:weeks, A very said;: 
1- -·--- ------ -· - ----. ---- ,_ ' 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

· "At· the ind oHhe -duration 
we ·will detevmine· whethe; 
; there will be any special ar-

1 

r_aii.gements to be m_ ade other . 
than the . maximum . security 
building,",Avery said. · ' 

I 
"We will not put him in a 

cell with otlters. He· will be 
11 processed · as. others . are pro­
cessed except that he will be in 
the maximum security build-
ing.''. , . · , · 

._ !h~ ·maximum s e c u r i t y 
buHdmg. houses the · prison's 
tough~st.- · convicts as well as 
the death room and electric 
chair. · 

wiien in~at~s fir;t arrive at 
th_e prison, they normally go to 
the.classification bu i I d_i n g, 
~hich . is equipped with six­
man cells, They ·are then inter­
viewed;.- their records studied: 
and ·· a decision is· made on: 
what type of employment they 
will be assigned, if-any. _ . : 

I 

Avecy: said two guards nor-. 
mally watch the cells in the ' 
maximum· security building 
around the clock and ·he · did 
not think any a d d i t i o n a 1 
guards would be required. He 
also said there were no plans 
to ·watch the cell via closed 
circuit television, a tactic em~ 
ployed · at the Shelby County 
jail in Memphis. 
· · T. h .e commissioner s a i d 

! Ray's food would be served' to 
· him in his cell ,and there was 
: an exerc.is~ arei+ where Ray1 
· would exercise alone. : 
·-------- -- - --- -------
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