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even beiJ?S regist~red at the 
same .hotel or motel, or in the . 
same town." 

No such pattern developed. 
What did develop was a pic­

ture of Ray as a man who did 
not have a normal relationship 
with any other person - a 
loner. 

Does this jibe with the picture 
of a man who took dancing 
lessons and zipped around the . 

. country in a sporty Mustang? 
"We talked with one of the 

dance instructors in Los 'An- , 
geles and she said that when 
they !had their get-togethers he 
kind of sat off in the corner by 
himself. He just didn't mix," 
Mr. Beasley said. 

~ .. 
"As for the Mustang, the boy 

who sold it to him in Birming­
ham said he used to see it 
parked in front of that rooming 
house for a week at a time. He 
didn't seem to use it around 
town at all." 

Ray did read a lot, including : 
a paperback novel called "The 

· Ninth Dimension" about a po­
litical assassin who wrapped 
the weapon in a green bed cov­
er, strangely like the spread 
around the weapon dropped on 
Main Street after Dr. King was 
shot. He also read a lot of 
cheap magazines - and or­
dered items from the ads. 

"If there's one thing he did, 
he did write letters," Mr. 
Beasley said. "His handwrit­
ing was like chicken scratches, 
but he turned them out." Some 

1 

camera equipment is an exam-· 
pie. 

"He ordered this stuff out of 
a magazine, but when it ar­
rived at the rooming house in 
Birmingham it was the wrong 
camera. He had left Birming­
ham by the time the right stuff 
was sent and Mr. Cherpes (the 
landlord) returned it. Then 
Ray wrote the company from 
Mexico, asking that his refund 
be sent there. He wrote them 
again fro,m Los Angeles and 

· asked for the i:,e11.u\_d again.'~_, .• 

He also ordered,a cheap set 
of Japane;e handcuf~. a $1 
sample of something called EZ 
Do, which makes mirrors of 
ordinary glass, and faithfully 
kept up installment payments 
on a correspondence course in 
locksmithing. All 1his payments 
_were in cash or money orders. 

Mr. Beasley is quite willing 
to believe that somebody, 
somewhere may have in­
fluenced Ray to kill Dr. King, 
but suggestions of an interna-. 
tional Communist conspiracy, 1 

such as raised by Ray's first 
attorney, Arthur J. Hanes, are 
something else. 

And hints that the FBI, for­
mer U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey 

· Clark and even the local prose­
cutor's office are in some way 
covering this up are enough to 
shatter Mr. Beasley's calm de­
meanor, at least momentarily. 

· "I resent the hell out of that," 
he said, the volume of his 
voice rising. - ~ - - -

Mr. Beasley is willing to be• 
lieve that someone may have 
convinced Ray that whoever 
killed Dr. King would ,be "a . 
big man" - maybe somebody 
in a bar, or maybe even in the 
Missouri State Prison before 
Ray's escape. . 

"But under Tennessee law it 
takes more than talk to con­
stitute a conspiracy there has 
to be an overt act. Of this 
there is no evidence," Mr. 
Beasley said. · 

"I do know he was disap­
pointed at the lack of response 
from white society - no great 
outpouring of defense funds. I 
think he finally c.:.me to real­
ize that we (the attorney gen-· 

. eral's office) took a very dim 
view of l!i_m coming here and 
killJng D_r. K:ing7,.: 

A national nf'W!- scrvi<::f' ha,; 
made gredt CJpital nf t'1rr0. 
points which it s;;vs will ;,: 1 ·.,. 

"grassy knoll" o[ the King ;, \· 
sassination, rcfcrrinf: to the 
persistent questionin;: nf the 
Kennedy killing in Dallas. 
These are that Ray had a suit 
shipped from Montreal to :1 
rooming house in Birmingham, 
that there WC're uncxpl;,ir,r·d 
cigaret -butts in the iviu~t;,ng 
when it was found in Atl;,nla 
(Ray did not smoke) and that 
someone ordered a duplicate 
Alabama driver's liccn.,r. in 

. the name of Eric S. Gail \\·:ii:•• 
Ray was known to still be ln 
California. 

Two of these points c,1n :.,e 
quickly answered by Mr. Bc;,s-
ley, -

Writers have wondered how 
Ray could have known about 
the sleazy rooming house in 
Birmingham in advance. He 
didn't. Ray went to Birming­
ham, rented the room, then 
wrote to the tailor in Canada 

\

lling him where to ship the 
uit. 

• 1The mysterious cigaret butts I 
pparently do not exist. A 
ews story at the time the car 

1 

was found mentioned them, al•\ 
though Mr. Beasley said he: 
J\'ad no recollection of any. To, 
1:le sure, he checked the FBI 

1 
r~port on the car. Agents had, 
~iterally taken it apart. There: 
w~s a list of all the items' 
found - trash on the floor, a1 
l'ersonna razor blade on thei 
/dashboard, an old windshield: 
wiper blade in the trunk.: 
(There was even· a scrap of. 
Kie nex in the trunk on which, 
had ,been written the names of i 
two prostitutes. The FBI1· 
trac ed the women down in 
the . idw1fst. uey"had been in ., 

\ .. 
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That Ch:i:1"" ~. Stc;,h,,ns, a; 
h,nant ,:t tn,, ,,;,·.;··1;r,g hry;c:".\ 

Los An,geles when Ray was 
there, althOugn .. both denied 
knowing him.) 

But no cigaret butts. 

The driver's license question 
remains unanswered. Ray was 
definitely in Los Angeles when 
someone called the state office 
in Montgomery, Ala., and 
asked that a duplicate license 
be mailed to the Birmingham 
rooming house, at 2608 South 
Highland. Ray at that time 

- Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale 
said he' broughfup the matter 
in a telephone call to the Jus­
tice Department on Dec. 19 
and asked for the depart­
ment's views. Mr. Canale said 
he acted alone and that "from 
the standpoint of a prosecutor 
seeking a compromise plea 
and punishment is the custom 
instead of the exception (bet­
ter than 90 per cent of criminal 
cases in Shelby County are• 
handled in that manner)." 

Meanwhilf', Mr. Canale ha.di kid sr•r•n R,;•/ 1 i ":1 :,,, r·~.-,,-~;, J' 
contacteaGov. ilbfordElling- ,n ;•nri L,t.-~ ,--•,,(;: •"·\.:·,:, 
ton and Dr. King's widqw, Thi!I l)('ing n;ov('ri in P· :; ,. r,,(,m.: 
governor had no ohjrrtion. / That Willie /'.;1, h•1i1. ;1nr,, ! •r 
Word was received frorn Mrs. I' roomer, had tri•·cl lo t;;., thr, 
King that there was no desire bathroom and fn•1nd t1; 1: door 
to see Ray executed, hut that/ locked. Th;it ,V.r. St 1·;,,.r,ns 
they would reserve judgment he-ard ~ shot fn,m (];,• b;:th­
on whether there was a conspi- room at about r, p.m . .ind 
racy. , looked out to s,,,. Ray h11rrying 

Judge Battle said that Mr. /~low~ tlJI.' ha!l_ wi:h ;1 p;:r•;;;,•: 1~ 

Foreman approached him m lw; arms. J hat (,11y Canlj,e, 
sometime in February. owner of Canipe An111s<'mcnt 

"He asked me then infor- Co. at 424 South Main, and two 
' customers, DcrnPII Finley and 

was preparing to leave Califor- Hugh Stanton sr., the county 
nia - he already had filled out public defender who was 

. chan~e of address cards for named co-counsel by Judge W. 

mally, for information regard­
ing a 'guilty pica. He also 
asked whether a guilty pica 
could be settled with a life 

· the Post Office, giving a new Preston Battle on Dec. 12, said 
address as General Delivery, . he discussed a guilty pica with 
At)anta - and Mr. Beasley· Mr. Foreman on that day and sentence. I said, "Whoa, that's 
said ~ay could have m_ade the several days later approached only 13 years in this state and 
cal~ hunself by)ong ~1stance. the attorney general (The the very least I'd consider is 99 
It is _not known wh~ PI~ked up Commercial Appeal reported years." I told him that before the license at ":e Birmmgham · the meeting at the time, al- anything could be done there 
addre_ss and mailed the 25 cent though both parties officially 
handling fee t_~_the.state. , denied it). Mr. Foreman was would have to be a waiver of 

Back at the prosecutors of- convinced that no prosecutor the defense motions and that 
fice, as Ray's original trial would be able to resist the examination of Ray would 
date of Nov. 12 approached, spotlight a trial would bring. have to · take place in open 
the staff started c~ecki?g out "You'H never be able to plead court at which time Ray would 
some of the potential witness- this case. There's too damn have to make clear that he 
es. Mr. Beasley, Mr. Dwyer much publicity." But he told understood what the plea 
and John Carlisle, chief inves- Mr. Stanton to give it a try meant." 
ti~ator !or the attorne)'. ge?er- anyway. ,, ~- (, · 
al s office, went to B1rmmg- Mr. Stanton said Mr. Canale Time was running short, 
ham, Atlanta, Los Angeles - promised to discuss the possi- with Ray's trial scheduled to 
t~en to Canada, London ~nd: bility with Mr. Dwyer and Mr. start on March 3. On Feb. 14, 
Lisbon, Por~ugal - all pomts Beasley and that several the judge grantP.d a five-week 
on the trail of James Earl weeks later he was informed postponement, to April 7. A 
Ray. ·• that Mr. Canale would accept week later, on Feb. 21, Mr. 

Mr. Beasley said these trips a plea but only if Ray would Foreman shambled into Mr. 
allowed the prosecution to de- take ~ 99-year sentence and Canale's office with a formal 
cide which of the many poten- only if the request came from offer of a guilty plea. He ear-

l tial witnesses should actually the defense. ried a letter signed by Ray. 
be called - how to present all "He (Canale) couldn't afford Mr. Beasley set to work 
the evidence, but without du- 'to be in a position of offering a writing the stipulation. Briefly 
plication. Many of the witness- deal because of all this publici- this is what it said the state 
es were reluctant to testify and ty," Mr. Stanton said. could prove: ,s·- --~-, , 

had to be cajoled. The day after Christmas, ! Th~t Ray checked into the 
Shortly after Ray fired Mr. Mr. Stanton called Mr. Fo~e- roo~mg house at 422½ Sout~. 

Hanes the former Birming- man in Houston and told him Mam on the afternoon of April 
ham ~ayor who had made about the . proposition. Mr. 4 under the name of John Wi_l­
much of his Communist con- Foreman said he doubted that lard and that Mrs. Bessie 
spiracy theory, and hired Per- Ray would go along and_ when Brewer could identify him. 
cy Foreman, on the eve of the he first broached the subJect to That ~ay selected ~ room ov­
trial, the strategy changed to- Ray that is what happened. erlook1ng the_ Lorrarnc M~t"l, 
ward a possible plea of guilty. "Mr. Foreman, you don't know where Df. Km!! _was stayrng. 
There is some difference of the facts. I'd rathe~ take my That shortly H~terwar? he pur­
opinion as to Just how this chances ~ trial," Ray chased a pair of •binoculan; 
arose. r.-- --~ . . said. ··1_ - · from Ralph Carpent,•r at York 

- , .. - · •· • - ~- ~ · Arms _Co., a few bloC'_l'.-~ nor~h I 
on Mam. That Mrs. E11r.nbc,.h 
Copeland and Mrs. Pc•,!ny Hur-

1 ley who worked across the 
street, wouid identify a whit": 
Mustang which had ,wc111· 
parked n~:iL.tht, rooming 
)louse, ; . . ,. .· . · 

Julius Graham, saw a m,,n 
drop a packnr:e in the doonvay 
there (it contained the rifle 
and a small zippr•r b:,g 
wrapped in a green berhprearlj 
and then drive off in a w;;;ti' 
Mustang which. lrn,1 • ber:n 
parked in front. 

That police officers who had 
been at Fire Station No. 2, at 
Main and Butler, heard the' 
shot and ran toward the mote1

1

1\ 
- and that some searched the

1 
\, 

brushy area behind the motel: 1 
(a report by Dr. King's chauf-; 
feur, Solomon Jones, that he/ 
saw a man "with something, 
white over his face" run from i 
this area had been a key; 
point). Ir •• : 

That officers entered thej 
room Ray had rented and, 
found a chest had been moved! 
away from a window which! 
offered a view of the Lorraine' 
and that straps from the bino-i 
culars (they were in the bagi 
dropped on Main Street) were/ 
in the room. That a check of 
the bathroom showed scurf 
marks in the bathtub where 
someone hd been standing: 
and that an indentation on the_ 
window sill - which was cut: 
away and sent to the FBI labo­
ratory - matched marks on I 
the barrel of the rifle found on I 

'Main. 

· That ; check~ of motel rrc-: 
ords showed a m;rn usin~ ti,el 
name Eric S. (~,1 it h;; : , : , ::, d · 
at the Rebel Mo' ; r,n :.d,,·.,:r 

. ' . t - t I thf' previous n1r,1 ,in• t..:i i 
Ciall had been dr,··ing ,, 1·lnt,• .­
Mu~t.,ng with Jlirmi111:i,a111,1 
1\la., Ji,·ense. / 

Tlrnt the rifle, a 30.nr. R•';,1-
i1wtnn 11irmp with · 

··I 
' '· lullll qll jV,ar(" '· ,,i\ a 
ttatie-in of another 1 ,i 11: µur­
chased thf! orevif,)us day by a 
man using the name Harvey 
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Lowmeyei;. and t~at clerks In 
the store and Capt. John De­
Shazo, an Army doctor sta­
tioned now in Japan, would 
identify Ray as Lowmeyer. 

That the white Mustang had 
been purchased from William 
D. Paisley in Birmingham, for 
$1,995 cash, by Ray, using the 
name Eric S. Galt and an ad­
dress of 2608 South Highland 
and that Ray subsequently got 
a driver's license and license 
plates under that name. 

' 

That Ray left Birmingham 
about Oct. s; 1967, and went to · 
Mexico, staying there· about 
five weeks and then moving to 
Los Angeles. That Ray became 
friendly :,;:t!! !'.-!!~~ Marie Mar­
tin, a waitress at the Sultan 
Room (here again Mr. Beasley 
pointed out the lack of a nor­
mal relationship. Ray would 
sit at the 1bar for hours and 
talk to Miss Martin when she 
wasn't :busy, ·but he never took 
her out to dinner or to a mov­
ie, or anywhere.) 

That through Miss Martin he 
met her cousin, Charles Stein, 
and that on Dec. 15 Ray drove 
• Charle& Stein to New Orleans, 

I, returning on Dec. 19 with 
. Charles Stfin, his._. wife, Rita, 
and two children. 

\ 

·1 

From Los Angeles, the stipu- I h ' . 
lation said, the siate could call from Ray -.yhen e ~as grven a, 
a laundry owner to identify haircut in the Shelby County 
marks on underwear dropped Jail. 1 ~ 
at the murder scene, a dance The stipulation t en moved 
studio proprietor and a bar- to Toronto, Cana a, where 
tending school owner, Thomas Ray used the names Paul 
Reyes Lau, to identify Ray as . Bridoeman and Ramon George 
Eric S. Galt and a plastic sur- Sneyd, obtaining a Canadian 
geon, Dr. Russell C_. Hadley, to passport under the latter 
tell about corrective surgery name. 
on Ray's distinctively pointed Mr. Beasley does npt dis-
nose. " -'-ca . ~ count the possibility that Ray 

The stipulation also said the may have had some help in 
state could prove that: obtaining the passport, al-

On his way back from Cali- though all the informalion he 
fornia stopped on March 22 at used in getting duplicate birth 
the Flamingo Motel in Selma, . certificates under the two 
Ala., near where Dr. King was names was readily available in 
supposed to make a speech. newspaper files in the public 
That he rente~ a room in an , library. "He spent a lot of time 
Atlanta rooming ho_use on in waterfront bars and if 
March ~4 and that a city map · there's one thing a con can 
fo_un~ m the ~oom •had Dr. : spot it's another con. Maybe 
Kmg s home, office and church · somebody told him how to go 
circled. That on April 5 resi- about it " 
dents _of the Capitol Homes The stipulation then traced 
area m Atlanta saw a man Ray's trail to London to Lis­
park a white · Mustang an<l bon Portugal and back to I 
walk away_ and tha~ on the London where' he was arrest­
same mornmg ~ay picked up ed. 
laundry at the Piedmont Laun- Mr Beasley's document said 
dry. That six days later the that · George Bonebrake, an 
FBI was called ab?ut the car FBI fingerprint expert, would 
~nd th~t human hair found on testify that Ray's prints were 
items m "'!_!le car later -was on the rifle, on the binoculars, 
_matched Wlt~ples· taken on a can of Schlitz beer, on a 1 

bottle of shaving lotion pur­
chased at a Rexall store in 
Whitehaven (no great detec­
tive story there, a sticker on 
the· bottle identified the store) 
and on an April 4 issue of The 
Commercial Appeal, all found 
in the bl/~~Ampped in front 
of Canipe's store.. . · 
' :,, 1 i. 

I 
\ 
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This ma."!! nf ~}'idence ap- . 11r,_ .. ~~-a ... sley has his own I tally, ii] the ba/i!S for the origi-
1 
ed it looked like a b0x in wh_i_ch 

parently is what persuaded d 
Ray to plead guilty. Two or I eas. nal federal conspiracy charge,/the Polaroid 220 cameras were 
three days after Foreman re- "I think he came to realize which is still open.) Whrn FBI I p,1cked. When Ray was arrest­
ceived Mr. Beasley's stipula- that his conspiracy story agents picked up the 243 at the i ed in London he had a Pola­
tion he said Ray would agree wouldn't stand up under in- store later, th~y found that a roid 220 camera in his suit­
to it. For insurance, the ap- tense cross-examination. I feel fla~ in the bolt ~rcvented ~t case. It fit the box prrfectly. 
proval of Ray's brothers, John sure he planned to take th closing on a cartridge. :rhe ,n- . And th~n there \yas the tran-
and Jerry, was obtained too. . , e fie could not have been fired, s1stor radio found rn the bag he . 

Up to the last minute, Ray stand , I th1~k that s one of the "If he'd got on the stand and dropped in Memphis. One spot . 
continued to waiver and Mr. reasons he fired Hanes. Hanes said his co-conspirator told on the plastic case had been · 
Foreman went over the docu- ~idn't want •him to. I think he him to switch rifles, we would scraped away. The FBI lab 
ment again with him last Sun- figured that by pleading guilty have asked •him somethlng was able to bring out the nun:­
day, after the special hearing and making a statement in like: 'Isn't it true that the first hers "00416" but nobody could 
had already brPn set. court like h~ di_d he ,\VOuld keep rifle wouldn't operate and you make any sense out of it. 

Mr. Stanton· said tnat inves- he conspiracy story alive." didn't want to admit you whe Then, on April 19, FBI 
tio-ators for the defense - and There was plenty of ammun- not such a big man by letting agents going through the 53,000 
William Bradford Huie the au- tion for the cross-examination, the store know you couldn't finr:erprints in the bureau's fu- . 
thor who had bought Ray's ~ special skill of the more figure out what was the m'at- gitive file matched the prints ' 
handwritten story - found 1ery Mr. Dwyer. ter?' Mr. Beasley suggeste,d. found in Memphis and Atlanta , 
they could not verify many of . After Ray ~ught the first i with those of a Missouri pris- , 
the things they had been told. rifle, a 243-ca!Iber bolt action, But it was the little things on escapee named James Earl 
"We quickly established that he called Aeromarine Supply with which the prosecutorslin- Ray. 
all of this so-called favorable ~nd said he wanted to trade it tended to impress the ju!Y.. / "The number then became 
testimony - like the man in ": for a 30.06 weapon, saying A styrofoam box was Jo1,md another link in the chain," Mr. 
the bushes - just didn't ex- 1s brot.her. thought the 243 in the trunk of the Mu~tang. Beasley said. "James Earl 
ist." ,:;:=..-..c_--;~ asft_.,Jhe __ right rifle. (This FBI expert-: rli,L_-ll., little\c6m- Ray's prison number was 

ention ofa brother, inciden_- parison shopping and COl\clud- 00416." "· ~. 

\ I 
I 

i 
' 
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Jim Beasley {left) And. Robert K. Dwyer 
· 4talf Photo 
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