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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATERCCEIVED FOR BT M

>, y
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE i 3( £M.'

NASHVILLE DIVISION . mm—— P
- @APR 1.

Resident of Tennessee By /v ll O

v ' . ] Civil No. 5380

PERCY FOREMAN, Resident of
Texas, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, ]
Resident of Alabama

The complaint or petition in this action was filed
on this date, April 11, 1969, in which the plaintiff,
James Earl Ray, now confined in the State‘Penitentiary
at Nashville, sues the defendants, non-residents of
Tennessee, to void certain alleged contracts and td
obtain injunctive relief restfaining the defendants

|

from making further disclosure of certain alleged facts
. surrounding the slaying of Dr. Martin Luthef King, Jr. .
An attérney, Robert W. Hill, Jr., duly iicenéed'to prac-
tice in Tennessee, and J. B. Stoner, an attorney of
Georgia, are attorneys of record. It has Feen reéresente§
to the Court By the said attorney, Robert W. Hill, Jr.,
that it is vitally necessary in connection with the
representation of the plaint;ff.that he be permitted to
interview the plaintiff, and to obtain information which
'is indispensable to the prosecution of plaintiff‘s claim,
In addition, the Court has received a letter from the

plaintiff in which he states that he is filing the civil
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case and that his attorneys are the said Robert W.‘Hill;
Jr. and J. B. Stoner. |

The representation has been made to thé cbqit by
the said attorney Hill that the state authorities gave
refused to permit him to interview the plaintiff in the
State Penitentiary. .The Court requested the Chief Deputy
Clerk of the Court to contact proper state officials to
see if they would not permit the said attorney to have
‘access to plaintiff in the penitentiary withoﬂﬁ the
necessity of a court order. .The Clerk was advised that
this could’not'bé done.

In view of these circumstances, it'appears‘to the
Court that it is apprOpriaté‘in the interest of justice

‘to issue an instanter order directing the Warden of

the State Penitentiary, and the Commissioner of Corrections

.of Tennessee, to permit the'attorney, Robert W. Hill, Jr. -,

to have access to his client, James Earl Ray, in the
Tennessee State Penitentiary on this'date,‘undér such
conditions as will permit privacy betweeﬁ the plaintiff
and his attorney and will maintain proper securiﬁy.

It is; therefore, ORDERED that the Qnited States
Marshal forthwith serve ﬁpéaxhake F. Russell, Wafden,
Tennessee State Penitentiary, Nashville, Tennessee, and
Harry S. Avery, Commissioner of Corrections of Tennessee,
& certified copy of this order and that said officials

be, and they are hereby,'directed to permit Robert W.-

2
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Hill, Jr. to have access to the plaintiff, James Eérl
Ray, on this date for the purpose of cqnsulting with
him in regard to the present action and any other matters
coming within the scope of the\;aid.attorneysw employment
and representation, with all necessary provisions being
‘made to maintain the security'of the plaintiff and all
other parties, and the plaintiff's confinement in the
penitentiary. |

The saidvstate officials shall allow thé said
attorney the same access to the plaintiff under the same
' conditions at all reasonable times in the futurg during'

the pendency of this action.

r.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE |
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I TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE WILLIAM E. MILLER OF THE DISTRICT CGuiT

MIDDLE DIVISION, TENNESSEE

JAMES EARL RAY,

§
Resident of Tennessee >
: § NO. \{,.“ £
§
VS'.
‘ § CEIEED
| s |
ii PERCY FOREMAN, Resident of CAPR 111850
| Texas, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, § o v
Resident of Alabama
‘ §

.BRAN; SVl L"‘«"/isyﬁa’er}f
by oty L oo
7,

VRIS
PETITION. / /

Your petitioner would respectfully show the Court:

That this cause is subject to federal jurisdiction i#‘

that there is a diversity 6f'citizenship (see caption) and that
; .
the subject matter of this suit is in éxcess of $10,000.

‘That he is presently in .the Tennessee State Peniténtiary
at Nashville, serving time upder a sentence of 99 years imposed'
by the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee,'the Honorable
Judge Preston Battle (now deceased) then presiding.

That he was imposed upon by the respondents in the 1

|

following manner: Petitioner first consulted with Arthur J. Hane#;

a

an attorney at law in the State of Alabama, ‘and that they reached‘
a tentative agreement for the said Hanes to deﬁend him on a charge !
of murder. The petitioner charges that hé was before and at all ;
times since in jail without bail and under every restrictive se- !

curity. Petitioner would show that after the original meeting with

Hanes that he and Hanes started a line of discussion relative to

~ e

Hanes' fee and expenses.

That Hanes revealed to the petitioner that he had been

approached by the respondent, Huie, and that Huie would be willing
to pay large sums of money for the exclusive rights to the story
|-

of your petitioner's life, including any and all facts surrounding :

the petitioner's alleged involvement in the slaying of Martin

Luther King (whom petitioner at that time stood charged with muxr-

LERT WL LG, IR,
SGCNTLE ST ING
AATTANLLGA,
CNESSIT 37602

+ CiG/28/-0001 . l
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dering). After being assured by Mr. Hanes that his rights pendi:

the homicide case would not be prejudiced or imperiled, the pe- '

titioner entered into a contract through Mr. Hanes with the respon-}

)

dent Huie (a copy of which, together with other material contracts

and correspondence, is attached hereto).

Your petitioner would show the Court that he at all times
depended wholly upon the advice of Mr. Hanes until such time as
Percy Foreman, the lawyer from the Texas Bar, entered into the casel
At this point in time, the petitioner released Mr. Hanes and de-
pended fully upon the advice of said Percy Foreman.

Your petitioner wouid show that hL initially entered into
a contract with Mr. Hanes, but that through an amendatory agreement
indﬁced by Mr. Percy Foreman, he signed a contréct by virtue of
which Mr. Hanes was released upon the promise to6 be paid some
$35,000 by‘Mr. Huie. Under the amendatory contract, Mr. Foreman

was to receive all rights formerly to have been Mr. Hanes'.

However, Mr. Foreman was to receive further rights in regard to

vexclusive stories, motion picture contracts, re-run contracts,
télevision rights, etc. In other words, Mr. Percy Fbreman was to
receive everything which might othérwise have been the property of
James Earl Ray, in return for defending James EarlyRay.

The petitioner believes that the deféndant Foreman has
some sort of power of attorney so that on the face of said power"
of attorney, Foreman, if not restrained, will.in all pro#abilit;- ”
further act in the name of the petitiongr to the petitioner's det-
riment in these and other matters.

Your petitioner was not versed in the law relative to
contracts in general or, more‘specifically,,contracts between
attorney and client. Nor wéénﬁe sufficiently knowledgeable or inT
formed about the peril of. his course, as made obvious by the fact
that said agreements could and would adversely affect the defense hj
lin his criminal case. - I
Petitioner charges that the respondent Foreman advised,

then cajoled, then pressured him into pleading guilty to the afore-

mentioned charge of murder in the first degree. Amcng other things)
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the said Foreman told him that this course waé the only way to save
petitioner's life - all of this in spite of the fact that petitione
had at all times protested his innocence to Mr. Foreman.

w Petitioner now believes and charges that neither respon-
dents ever intended for him to have a fair trial and testify in his
own behalf, as this would then make the facts and testimony public
pfoperty and no one would or could have exclusive fights in the
matter.

Petitioner charges that Foreman informed him that the
onlj way to raise enough money to pay his fee was to sign over
such’rights as he had. Petitioner at this time had full faith in
his attorney and acted stridtly in accordance with his attorneY's
advice, He did not know that such acts actually prejudiced his
fights in the criminal case and caused to arise a serious conflict
of interest which rendered it impossible for Mr. Foreman to well
and truly represent him. There was no way for the petitioner to
know that Mr. Foreman had, in fact, positioned himself in such a
manner as to have a strong monetary interest in having his client
found guilty and sentenced to a 99 year term for a crime which he
did not commit. Mr. Foreman did not tell the petitioner, nor did
the petitioner know, that there have been no executions in this -
state within the past decade and that the I’bargaini‘ng“ for the
99 year sentence could have easily been done by almost any student
fresh out of law school. No ability, experience, or exhaustive
research would be necessary to obtain the said results, particularl]
in view of the fact that petitioner at all times prior thereto pro-
claimed his innocence.

Petitioner would further show that the presiding judge,
Judge Preston Battle, in an effort to keep down unnecessary pub-
licity had enjoined all parties, including the attorneys, from re-
leasing to the Press any statements relating to the petitioner
and/or his case. That in spite of this injunction, respondent
Foreman released statements to his co—respéndent Huie, said state-
ments purported to be from this petitioner. That such statements,
even when and if the same were made by the petitioner, were state-

ments of a confidential nature and privileged between client and

attorney.
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|ilviolates Canon No. 6 of the professional ethics set forth by the

Petitioner charges that there has since appeared in a
national magazine an article in which Huie sets forth_certain
statements purportedly made by the petitioner. Even if such state-
ments were true, which petitioner denies, they could only have been|
based upon statements made to his lawyer, therefofe bringing them
under the rule of privilege between attorney and client (a copy . .
of said magazine is filed herewith). |

Finally, petitioner charges that ndt only does the above

conduct violate the relationship of attorney and client, but also

American Bar Association and which have been adopted by the state.
Petitioner avers that the relationship of attorney and client
existed at all times whenever he talked with any of his lawyers,
but that he was never told, nor did his lawyer explaiﬁ to him,
the trué monetary aspects of the case or that the reception of
such money under the conditions of the contract hereto attached
would imperil petitioner's rights in tﬁe homicide case and violate
the mandates of the Honorable Judge Preston Battle, now deceased.

From what he has now learned and believes, petitioner
charges that his final attorney, Mr. Percy Foreman, was the agent
of the co-respondent William B. Huie and was in fact looking out
for his own (Foreman's) and his principal's (Huie) monetary in-
terests, rather than the rights of this petitioner.

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, PETITIONER PRAYS:

1. That he be allowed to file this petition and that

proper process issue and be served upon the respondents

and/or their agents, requiring them to appear at the

earliest day convenient to be set by this Court, and

to answer this complaint fully, but not under oath, their

oath to the same being waived.

2. That a preliminary injunction issue enjoining the

respondents from the further exposure of the alleged

facts surrounding the slaying of Martin Luther King, in-

sofar as such alleged facts affect the petitioner, or

purport to involve this petitioner with said killing.
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Pétitioner prays that upon the final hearing of this
cause that said injunction be made final.
. 3. That any and all contracts entered into by the parties
- ; described above be voided or nullified and that all parti
respbndent;be perpetually enjoined from pursuing their
~ course by reason of any alleged contractual agreements
or powers of attorney. |
4. That all costs pursuant to petition Eé taxed against
.the respondents. |

'5. That he be granted such other aneral'relief as the

bl ALl
,\7;’/2 57’;;,\/@/ '[3*.‘,/:;},-/ R - %Z/ xi// /‘/ / e,

J. B. STONER -ROBERT W. HILL’
Attorney for Petitioner Attorney for Petltloner

‘equities of this cause may demand.

STATE OF TENNESSEE:
COUNTY OF DAVIDSON:
I, JAMES EARL RAY, first hav&ng been duly sworn, make
oath that the matters and facts stated in the foregoing petition
are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief and

that owiﬁg to my poverty, I am unable to bear” the expense of the

suit which I am about to bring.

/] :
‘:/'-’/‘,,"//’7('?/ Q"«,Q ﬁ'i)/ I 4

JEMES EARL RAY ~ | .

Sworn to and subscribed before me,
is the _ [/~ dayppf April, 1969. N

My commission expires: ‘}L/ :rF)N /9770
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<" Mr. James Darl Ray,t"p:g{ e . i
*Shelby County Jail, . 4w, .o " S T I
*Memphis, Tennessee. ST S 4 v L or LT e K
: | SRS AT . i SIS
Dear James Earl: e e " e
: vr IR S o~ ) C S
You. have herstofors assighied to me all of wyour ﬁ?=;5 4 -
royalties from magazine articles, book, motion. picture or RPN
other revenus to be derived from the writings of Wm. Rade L A
ford Hule. These are oy own property unconditionally. > g
. . However, you have heretofore authorized and re =~ e "
~quested me to negotiate a plea“of guilty if the State of Y TR
Tennessee througn its District Attorpey Geheral and wit et "y
< the approval of the trial judge would waive the death pen- “.* .+ .}
+ alty. You agreed to accept-a sentence of 99 years. e ﬁ;*/
| It is contemplated,that your case will be dis = - Ta f'g'\
posed of toworrow, March.10, by the above plea and sentence. ‘. , ?1"
This will shorten the trial considerably. In consideration '~ oy
of the time it will save me, I am willing to make the fol « ~ '
lowing adjustment of my fee arrangement with you: 3!
‘ . } [ 0'1’
If the plea 1's entered and thc sentence accepted N
and no ‘embarassing cjircumstances take place in the court . N
room, I am willing to assign to any bank, trust company or !
individual selected by you all my "ecelpts uwnder the above . ;f
' assignment in excess of $165,000,00. These funds over and :
above the first #165,000.00 will be held by such bank, trust - !
company or 1ndividua1 subject to your order. - o
I have either spent or obligated myself to spend i t
in excess of §14,000.00, and I think these expenses should ° ‘ ’
be paid in addition to a £150,000.00 fee T am sure the ex- .
penses will exceed $1° OOO 00 but I am willing to rest on ‘



(4
«
-
- Lo .
&\_/’! T ’ Lan 'D' ' -cv‘i".-u ‘ ‘,‘ . . v "‘.{-
Prrcey Forssan. g
86 T0UTH CNALT BAHINDIYGL X .,.P. p
MAIN AY AUSK Hovsron, TExas 77000 CA 4-932¢ . S F
. . ] Ji
s . : . P
March 9, 1909 , . g
. . .'..
. !
i
¢
0.' ’
-.‘ ..
.Y .‘~(
Mr. James rarl iay, .
Shelby County Jail, ' R oo
Memphis, Texag. , ‘ .
Near Jumes barl: .
L3
You hiave asied that T advance to Jerry .ay tive R
(85560400) of tie "*5,0W.Cu", reiciriue vo the fivot five ' 3
tnousand dollars paid by hme Bradfcrd liuie. On January )
29th, lMr. ilule advanced an additional 75,000.00. At that "t
t:me I Lad spent in exces: of #9,5:0,C0 on your case, .
Sirce then, I Lave spent in excess of .4,300.00 additional, R
“at I oam wi1ldne to advarte (vrry ‘200,00 wand ada
it te the L105,000.00 mentioned in my other letter to you .
today. In other words, I would roceive the first ﬁléS,jJ0.00.
But I woulu ncy wake any other advances - just this one 5500.00,. . by
And this advance, also, is continrent upon the plea 4

of gullty und sentence going throurh on March 10, 1959, without
any unsoemly conduct on your pirt in court, ,

Yours_truly, ,:T’1;;;(_£2,1,9/L_/4’°"\—

3 > |
Pk~ ’ :

Feoga a®

Pl Tho rifle and the white mustang are tied up in the -
suft “ived by (enfro Hays. Courc costa and attorneys . '

tees will be nece sary, perhaps, to jget them relic:nel,
7 will credit the 16%,500,00 :ith whatever they bring
over the cost of obtainine them, {f any.' //

e e =AY Lt .--'//z?’t,@m B
/% pripe Gl P Percy Vi fman ~

P . oo

[ P LRI - SR Dh peseer M avc AR TR ST cree 0
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V" B I3 S . A . DR o L . : o ‘_ - 'Q' '(.
0o Wiluam OraorForo Hute M0 000 . o
”‘;""’;aa‘ . ' hd s ’ v-;'; -, '!'j‘ .,..‘.; .
e ;: - T .
) W . : o 4 VY '
P . .t -+ 7 March Y, 1969 - o
:..".‘_;:-. . ’ ) mar\ denes Ray.-... ) R .;'I,‘ ’ ¢ .. ii"‘". . ‘I
» : '..'; . .‘ ‘ t c . . :.f - . R . ,
A ’ - .. [Enclosed you w:.ll fmd. 0 - co | h T LA "
- . C L
~egoet o 1. The omgmal agreemcnt sm;med by you, Mr. Hanes. » ) e ) 1 R
SR . and me. : . ) . B i
kY ‘..'),’ ‘ . R .- 4 ) ,,' . . . . . 3 ) Tl '.
Lo 2. The letter attached to that agreement by which I o
. agreed to advance $35,000 in anticipation of : S ’
U earnings from this project. ‘ - ‘ - NI cle
' . ) ! . = . ".1 Q‘
3. Receipts from your attorneys for the $40,000 i -
which I have advanced to date. ($30,000 to Mr. L o s —
) Hanes and $10,000 to Mr. Foreman.) L ( 3
Loan rlen hAVIDE Sent o yYou. fran my attomeys,‘ ! . ,‘5 b p
. the Supplementary Agreement which was signed by Mr. Foreman, -~ -~ e 3 :-_.j " :
+ - Mr. Hanes, you and me. I suggest that you sign another SRR A SRERA
copy of this for Mr. Foreman, so that we can have twp =~ T _.’,-:,..-:“4' .
o copics bearing all four original sumatm oo ,3 ‘ .,J»j; .
' This gives you copies of all agreements existing - T "J
between you and me; and you will note that I have followed . st B
them to the letter. I will continue to do so. . ' Q'
T To this date this project has earmed $30,000. Additional L 'k‘: L g
« ¥ . earnings will shortly be received from LOOK magazine, from . L T
“'v. . . foreign magazines, and from Dell Pubhshmg Gompany. which . oty et
¢ . .- will publish the book m May. “34 Rt I8 I
n o LOOK Magazine will publish Wiy next article on April 15th. RN
. The book, titled HE SLEW THL DREAMER, will be published about RS A 2 \
May 15th. i e B
. .,', . ..(_/‘ §\ ’_;
ot I am currently negotiating with Carlo Ponti, the : ‘3 v :
L film producer, over picture rights. I'll keep you informed ' o CooN
st | . of developments. ' R F
ot ' N ) - -o} t',':: $
C e As soon as you are moved to Nashville, I will attempt Yot
v o N * to see you....or rather we will attempt to get permission . T 3 e
e - for you to see me. We need a picture of you to use on the corme
a , .. front cover of the book. ) BT K RIS
- Jerry keeps in touch with me; and 1f it is your desire SR
o you can count on me to keep in touch with you md\ fuu ely. N PR
I'11 help you in any way I can. . K P
was. . And of course I will keep both you and M. FO’ S . ,.; 1 o
- mfozmed as to eammp:s. 4 . DR gt X
“ .. C T e Best mshee. : ..LL /%-’Aw RIS AL

[ O SR
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.‘;,\..-' . *,: " 4. e , . ) ,",. .“ . e i .,
: \i. RN o ey 'J‘i' . v e RN g -~ ‘ .. "o ‘
G R L , AR C .
RIS 1y WituiaM . BrAOForRD Huie © .0 .0 L. s ey L, ' L
S (SR S ~ . . . RS “
LTI PR S : C o v o R . roe
ch ! . e, ’ e we ! N ’.‘. Y
R LU RER L & N T Haarzeue, ALApam/ R
vad el ; i g ’ BRI LA v ooy
:‘ . "o IR . W LT : FUI “, July 8’ 1968 1.:4, o' R
paphen Lo ST e v Te ot o ‘1 . s o ?:' ¥,
";f T , Mr. Arxthur J. Hanes S - ey
e : Attorney at Law oo . ST »
' . 617 Frank Nelson Building . e -
. . . N » « p- . M)
. LT Birmingham, Alabama 35203 . is .
. - . . . M T . . ..
e . A . ' oL M - v : .
- . .Dear Art: - . ‘ Y,
. . : S K
ot . ‘ : ’N_
v . This letter is meanc to be part of our Agreement, signed on: )
i oLin . thic date, and is an extension and clar;fzcatloﬂ of Artzcle .
E ' 5 .of said Agrcement. . ! P
S f . : N
;’\ Wy 3(. . . . . ' B . . /-.\ .,i
W . .. It is kncwn and understood by you, Ray, and me that all ade gg;;'
j«d". : K . vances nade by publishers to an author on a boox contract ° . "
I are mexely loans, rcturnable in full if, for any reason what-- ‘-
fjﬂ . _ ever, the book is not-completed and accepted; and thecse ad- | ‘; {
PRI -+ vances or loans become inccme.to the Author only after com- _»ﬁ {
e X pletion of the book and after iis acceptance by the -pudblisher., *,
¢y ) . : : N
. . L4
Yt ,,31 . Therefore, any monics paid by me to you and Ray while I am re-\"?
T L "searching and writing this bcok are, in effect,. loans from me .,
s .to the two of ycu. However, under the circumstances, I am .. 2
WLk -onscler (niso min..es or udvances nade by me to the 6‘4
. two of you nen-returnable, if you and Ray will agree that ;”\fg;
Y these payments or advances chall not exceed the following .. b(ﬁﬁ
. schedule of paymeénts: : : : 2ﬁ}
. S SRR
CHE e _ ' 1. » On the signing of the first, or book, contract, ;1f- r}
i 2 el will pay you the sum of $10,000.00. It is assumed that this {,; )
el wzll be on or about Ju}y A5th, not later than Julj 20th. «}é A
A

2.- On thgffi st day after, Ray hag bcen locged in a Jaxl

-
XS

3.
States,

One montﬁ after Rav has been lodged in the United '
I will’ paj $5000 . “ t ey :‘bwtf“

“ P 4 ' . cd '\"',.‘.") - et
. . . - ; '\"_ -.:' o
4. Similarly, a month later, anothor-$5000a I )
- . ' Ccmeal 4 R A
> & . .- 4
, 5,2 s;.m:.larly4 a month later, another $5000,
-" ( IL .t ~ \. RN -~
A Simzlarlv, a- mos th later, anothcr $SOOO
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adaptations of every kind, of caid work or any part thcreof,
.and for the purposge of maPLng any of gaid adaptations Author
lntcrpolatc in, add to or subtract
to such o
cretion may elect: the cole . o .
.and ecxclusive right to make motion picturcs and television o
" pictures of all kinds based in whole or in part on said work
and/or containing characters of suid work (including remaves
of and/or scquels to any such picturcu), with the right to - z -
_sell, lease, license and generally deal in the same throughout . = I - *F
forever; the right to use the name, voice and/or . ST et
in or ‘@as the
coryright in the name
throughoLt the world, - -

ttie sole Y
and exclusive right to ncgoglatc for, oxecute and QOllVC., in oot

the name of Author alonc or in the names of Author, Ray, and T
Hanes, or any-of them (but without consulting with or obtain- ’
cuch
contracts with res nﬂct to said .-
heroin-

'or his designeea may change,

from or make foreign lnnqu qe versiong ofy

ua+d wbrkg
oxtent as Author in his cole dis

the world,
likxeness of Ray and Hanes, or cither of
title of said work; the right to cbtain
of Author or otherwise in all countrics
in and to said work and/or ary of said

them,

adaptations

ing the approval or conscnt of nay or Hares thercto),
.licenses, grants, agreements, and
‘work, any of said adaptations, ¢

and/or any of the right
ahove get forth, as Author in his

sole discretion may ﬁle

for this purpose (but without limiting the generality oI the
and cach of them hereby. irrevocably
Author the true and lawful attorney of them and ecach
to ncgotiate for, cxeccute ard deliver, in the rames of
2s Author may clect, any

foregoing) Pay and Hanes
arpoint
of them
Author, Ray and Hanes, or any, of then,
such licenses, grants, agreenents and contracts.
4. Without in any manner limiting thc generality
the foregoing, Ray and lancs and cach of them .agree, upon
demand, to exccute and deliver to Author or his designees
and all such instruments,
rents, consente, &vcovavals,
0. AuLlhiul Ruy bCe neces
or protect the rights

and releaces,

and/or any of said adaptatlong. .
e e

§. In full cénsideraticn fcr all richts, titles and interests

" given or azrced to be given by Ray and Hanes to Author hereunder and.
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which in the judcment

cary or desirapnle to implement, cffcctuate .-
of,or rights, titles and interests herein
"given or agrced to be given to, Author w1th teapect to said work

for all agrcements and acts of Ray and Hianos hereunder or pursuant
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. umlurn( el ! ; n LY.‘/\ SAe ra.‘..muy Appoaied
N WILLIA LRAUY .(l) ..LML- lenes m to me to e the pcrson
e « whose name is subseribed to the vithln fnctrument
. ) nnd acknowledged th.‘L he e¢xccuted the same,
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: . e AL U7
L. ﬁ'//‘v YA L\; g LI
—— s . _—-—-—-—— - .-—.mo&ﬂ
j"' : % / 2- 4,,196\, before me, the
A nndomimﬂd .4./«/,'-0 ¥ o persanally anpasged :
L T JAMES EARL P\u- “nota To me to be the ‘person uvhose
name i{s subscrided to the within instrument and .
. acknovledsed that he executed the same.
WITNZSSZTH ry hand ond official seal, : ;
L R . , . . T
,/WW LS
L4 .
, ‘i’ . { .
On QU/\_/ _,,Q. e A, #1068 before me, the
. undnn.igncd [ S ; ol/et_personally appeared
. ~ ARTRUR J. (ANES l\novﬂ do e to be the person wiiose -
L nane is subscriled to tie within instrum ent and
‘ acknowleded that he exceuted the same,
WITNESSETil my hand and official seal,
- .. . .
K ' L
) I" l‘ ! ! ‘. . .
it LNy ’ ¢ . o .‘ ‘
' -. i . ’ . ’
! LA ‘ © . ' i
o ) . : A
. - ge . o ¢ * )
4 * ! » L] .
: , c—

" ‘ .
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

.
L a

Y
-~

.-
RO R WV s

~
.

- Rad
- e

E S

LI .

RIS NPT . O

'~

‘e

&
a

-

W,

Y
“awro e

—t

. 3
-
f
<P anla-aw

1
u'v".
Y
-t .
- ol
A} . ,-‘
¢ [
. Ph
A -~
<8,
v .
’ -
et
A K o{ .
- .

v .4"»\;‘
w .. L sy
- . ' UK 4 [
s . .‘. N
) ' ] N
. PR R

: Ve
. R
e e R
. B v,
. 0
O _‘o'» ¢
PR v
R oo
i . ¥
- e B “’i;;,
B TSI B N
.‘;V ML
L A .
3 o
'
AN ‘\~
\ i



- "R T ST Tty Tt e {n...,/ TR YV AW AL 2 oY SV -
oy ‘i N‘ "\*}i . : 1” ,;", '.\‘ “T"‘ i ~"",~;\’i;"\;" A ‘v ‘Tn i;, , :t,’. ..i ‘ ‘:’;, ;:.:‘ u://'.‘; :.:::‘
..,»-:,»at«'i*t' e ‘ : ' ” A A ORI o 2
L o S R
"\;Dnv- - v ' : Vot ’ . e Loy
?;"{\'f;’. s v R : v o o ' Mo : J),:
. : 3 1
) ‘w " ’ " L '~ “4-
AR hat , < )" .
‘ o . . : 5 ’ » . \:?
- - STATE OI TENNLSSEE | - ’ i .
;";f _ VCOUNTY oF SWELBY l';\.; v T : B ‘ 7
e mmzu\o, \r'illiam Bradford Huio ("Aut.hor"), Jmm EARL Y
;’s‘-:.-;':; Lo “RA Y (Ray") and: ALTHUR J. inNEs ("nanes") did, -on or abowt 4
S July 8th, 1968 encer 1nto what hns been called a "Basic | §,a %
’ﬁ N Agreoment" rolating to the writinp of. certain literary mntcrial Le 'f:
.\."-‘ . o Lo ‘
R . by Author;and tho;grant of ceptain.rights-co Author by Ray and * ";
. Hanes; and . ;i | : S L 1
; ; N _ : . : >
'f___‘ WHEKEAS, ON and aftor July .5th, 1968 by assiznment agrco- e ij
J’.‘ « ."’." ’ . '
viL e . . ments, Ray agsignod to: Hanes at first a’ portion ‘'of his {nterest - - .:{
ff;:;“ in any monoyo accruing to’ Hanes under aaid Basic- Agrecment , nnd’,i";'ffé
AR ‘ X
el "later ‘the said Ray assignod to:the said Hanes all of his 1nter-;‘;$rﬂ ’i /
~§ﬂ.. b oat in said monoys 80 accruing undor any agroomenc or ayroenonts -1;;
= 4 : . . . . . 1
AR - with said Author, ‘and ;‘foﬁ '},,;' R . S S
ﬂ', ' wHEtEAS by an instrument designaccd "Amendatory Agroomont" T 'é
e . .
Yy e on the ‘9th day of January, A. D., 1060 also ﬁntored into by nnd 1
Y
Vel botwoen tho said Author and tho sald Ray and Hanes, the. said ' *?:.:{é
B B N ' N
: Hanos did by said’ Amendatory Agreement transfer and assign to BT i
. A
e ' - Ray all of his (Hanos') righc title and 1ntorest in, to and Une g, !f
v . B
» 4 der said Baosic Agreoment and che Assignment Agreomente, includlng A
4. i v L 3
R ~ but not 11m1tod to any and all moneys ahd other compensation of f
o, ;,,;‘_ ! . €
vl any kind to which the said Hanea ‘may now or hereafter be entit- . !
o, \\\ P
e 1od»thereundor, and T _ v i
: WHEREAS, Porcy Forsman, a duly liéonsod and practicing attore ' j
. noy at law of H ouston, Texas, has been admitted by the trial .t
. ' ' ' 3
. "~ Judgoe at Memphis, Tennessee, to its bar for the purpose of reop- oo
. R
. resonting tho said James Farl Ray in the trials of eases pend- ":J
; ing boafore paid judge, sald admission having becn at the roquest ™. . % '
R {n open court on November 12, 1968 made by the said Jamos Earl .; Y.
thﬁ? . Ray, and tho sald Ray desires to socuro the foues of tho said ate " Qﬁ;
0 . '..l',‘ , «.1
.- +. . tornoy for his sald defonso, and Josires to assign to tho said _ . ‘Q?w
ff Y Porcy Yoroman all of tho .rights, title and intorcst ho may have . “‘éﬁf
‘ 4 t RN , 'c“...
i' or horetofore at any time may havo had under any contract or cone “;}Ek
RN ‘ L RRIRS Ay
ﬁf{h. ~ tracts with the said Author and oc as assiapoo of any righto ut RRO
G : S SRR
;"%;:‘"‘."': » - ' ' o
‘;’.&:/-.‘[rv-‘ - . 't" ," o & e .'- o ;. ! ' . ,A:
:(I. z ' . - ' . . H ) ,f!
L e T oo o : L4
B N . -
N T S S T U L
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'iz;‘ s any timo hold by the said Hanos, and any and all rights of ”ﬁ
i;ﬁ;li: whatgosver kind or charhctor.ho“may have as a result of tho _:
;E'fff, writings of said author and of thoir subsoquent publication, ) 'ff
;E?sz. _including tho right to roceivo, acccpt aAd rctain tho proccodo . | ’?
i??;*:: derived f;om ééid rtghts in hio own namo nbsolutely, now, thoro- 'j !
3§:;fx" fore,= .-  - ’ | Y é
j': " KNOJ ALL M:N DY TIESE PiiSENTS: .
P ' THAT I, JAMES FARL MY, presently in Memphis, Sholby Qunty' :}
‘3» )ﬁ Ténnosceo,‘fof and in consideration of.monie$ hegetofcro advane ';i
“fz;?‘4_ 2' “ced bylhim in my behalf, and, furthor, in consideration of his "._é
L | "ervicos horefo}oro randared in my bohalf and his agroﬁmonb to ; "ff
::5 foprosont mp at the trial or trials of any cases presontly ponde . fi
t? ing egainst mo in Shelby Ounty, Tennesseo, have signed ovor, : ‘z
: given, conveyed and transferred, and do, by this instrument hcré- 'z /
. now give, assign, set over and trgnsfer to PLACY FOREMAN, of ;
Houston, Harris County, Texas, a 11 of my~afofosnid right, titlé\ :}é ‘
and ~u.u vul 1w 2 to the procceeds tnnt woul.d othorwiso havo ,‘Qf\w
0 accrued to moe pursuant to said Basic Agreement andto said Amondae : "gg
:' tory Agreemont, and to all of my righta‘thereundor as wall as to '-3
any other right or rights that might be or have been mine bucause :}
of the Qriting and subsequeﬂt purblication of such writing b? f
said Author, whother included in said assignment by the said Hanes; ?
. to me under the Amondatory Agrecment of January 29th, 1569, or e ‘}
) othcrwiso, saild assignment and trnnsfor{horoin to the said Percy \g} j
.' Forceman baing a bsolute and irrevocable, and I here now authorize - é
i and direct cny porson , firm or corporation having funds due and ',} ?
15 owiug ma Ly virtue of said Msic Agreement or agy subsoquont as = | .1
fﬁ signments, including said Amendatory /groemont, or otherwiso owe~_ | . §
‘:‘ ing m3 bocauge of the writings of catd Author, to pay tho samo 'E
:; to the gaid Porcy Foroman, at his office in Houston, Harris @o., ‘\'% 
‘;} Toxas, in his own nara and as his own propefty. ) ! :f
";. IN WITN1SS Phoreof, I have signod this conveyanco, ausigne . \fif/’
;:; mont and contract at Memphis, Lholby (., Tonnosses, thio tho ﬁii
e ‘ , . . ."4" _a,;,'-
s Cnin
(i o - e ety
PHMEY S e e - - T Ve et
oS
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lw\.\"-\_ ‘ ' v - . » ‘ . ‘ . o . , ‘P, ;, "-1’4
“:\..‘ v . e : . ) ' , ‘
e - _ , _ \.t,lr
?- o g : ’ 4 ' : ' : ' . R & :{Z
S 3rd day of Felruary, A. e, 1969, L
v | o %
LR . S ; . . ‘ . }7
e VN : . s ‘/’ - . N
¥ o Y .. . . y . i - . . o 3
;xﬂ » ' | 7 JATTS TK&L &AY ‘ l‘. Y
¥ ; ‘ ‘ v C . '.', ' . . . ' ]
S : ' < ' e ! /'
S THE STATL OF TENNESSEE. | !
U N s : ' : 3
e COUNTY OF  SHELBY | ':

T D'.FOIE NE, the undersigned Notary Public in and for Sholby .

-
-

. County, Tennosseeo, on this day pertonally appearcd JAM:S EARL

- &

_®AY, known to me to bo tho porson whose namo is signed to tho

foregoing instrumont, and he acknowledsoed to me that the exocue

-
P Y. W ST L VN

R

ted the samo for the purpose and consideration therein expressede.

.

AP . . GIVill under my hand-and seal of office at Mcmphis, Tennossee,

.

RS

LRI R Y

»
a®

oy

this 3rd day of February, A. .., 1969.

s
aw . ’ // ) . ' l
. ) e ' Notdry ic in and’ for Snelby (o.,
o ' /' Tonncssce.

e

-
s
LR

. .
. i -
LY S MY &

My commission expires April 23, 1969. » ‘ ‘.I 0
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Al ' I
?-fi' e i: ‘ . /‘?
' . . : ‘ M ,’ y
Ve e . : ) : ""ﬁ'
v . . H "
_ . 2IMENDATORY AGREEMENT oG
J 3
B4 '..‘I'J
n’ ’ :

AMENDATORY AGREEMENT cntered into this £, 7 day of R Y
{

' / 7\)( ) 4
o ‘ficem.!n ¥/ 1968, by and between WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE (herein .
S Y.

o ,A)
*Autho JAMES EARL RAY (herein "Ray") and ARTHUR J. HANES o e
1 ) ' L ]
, (hercin “Hanes").’ \ SRS
T . E
IR (1) This Amendatory Agreement is entered into -with .',’,
. \ »
. ’Q
S e reference to the following: 't
T : L ra
oo . (a) .The parties hereto have entered into a certain " .‘2
{y‘! . .Agreement and letter agrcement supplementary thercto, both . : _;
h ‘f> . . . \li
,: : dated July 8, 1968 (herein "said Basic Agreement"), relating ‘s"»:“
Nt : - o : e
Ry to the writing of certain literary material by Author and o '%
s d . st o
it the grant of certain.rights to Author by Ray and Hanes. Lo
el v 7. : “ LYl
?,.’ . {b) Ray and Hance have entered into a certain dozu- - - ',‘.;
: . Y. v . mcnt entitled “Agreement” dated July 5, 1968 (herein the . »
et . o ' s
’ .. “Assignment Agrecment”) under which Ray assigned to llanes a , ;".'
r - v . . N
Vo ' * portion of his interest in any moneys accruing to Hances under, e
o : AP
'%‘,“-. -+ paid Bapic Agrecment. ' L , h ' ' ., /j}f
AR . A - oA
! (c) Under and pursuant to said Basic Agreement K NEXal f’;:
KN : ' . . C TL,
- Author has in fact written and is presently writing certain - . ‘4
-.‘ N .,’ 5 ' . B . ] ‘ . . . {’ ) HE .. ~¥
',; S . . literary material with respect to the murder of Martin Luther . % - 94
’ 'l ' - , : T ! ) . ° ‘e ’ . . -.-‘: N :o'
;f,, ;— S King, Jr., Ray's all’eged pattic_:.}pan_on in ax'xd Ray's coming ., - ;. i
. P ~ . i .. o ’ e B LT
1 T trial for such murder, and the life and activities of Ray,- W
ey ‘6-»*'-» _" 4 + - . . A ;' . i " “ " "'I‘_’i’ .
b el . . oome of which material has becn and other of which will be E f S -s-.:_s
" " Wt published in issucs Qf Look Magazine by Cowles Communications, ™ ,\'s‘: .
N . ' N e . : S
" ) _ . Inc. purcuant to a contract _w:.th Author, 'and other of whxch‘ S \r‘
?:,,' ~ pmaterial will -be published in book form by Dell Publishing B j
i . Co., Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author (the working v ;g .
‘;.' R . = . -" . A ; K _jl. )
FRPY I AR title of which book is "THEY SLEW THE DREAMER"). i
Sl T ; . . . . . BTN O
Q.% :" - . : . . * : . ot T ‘- N ' 'RL"
I . A
Q. .": < . ',;‘-'. iA‘.n‘.
;;l.,~§;‘_ » v\.'.‘(_“‘:
)_ “'.f .' ‘.. ‘ - . : ":g-' :“.
s { }. . 5 ~;"‘é"-:!:}
§i 0 : b B
C ' ‘ TR Tt
" .. , oo T A PR
R v o N AL "v-‘-"-“."'
Lot ’ : Corh X
. v TPy - v . 4 - e c-~.--q.:w----v.- .-' et - . ,." - 1A1‘ »./";,\-'1“;'
Y T i |
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o"-
. . A”
(d) At the time of the cxccuti?n of caid Basic ’ -?é
ﬂv)
Agrecment and f{or some period thercafter, Hanes was engaged N
“ . v
' ©, to act and did act as attorncy for Ray in connecction with j
]
Ray's- coming trial, but such engagement has been tcrminated, l
. _ ; d
llanes no longer represents Ray as his attorney in any capa- 13
city, and Percy Foreman, an attorney at law, has becen sub- o
- , : Nl
e stituted to act and now acts as attorncy ch Ray. . }ﬁ
(c) The partics are desirous of effecting certain -
»
K releases and other acts with respect to said Basic Agreement '?‘
. -« as hercinafter provided. Y
y (2) Hanes does hereby transfer and assign to Ray all of T
{ . : ‘ i
r Hanes' right, title and interest in, to and under said Basic vl
K - . . o I
N Agrecment and the Assignment Agrecement, including but not being 'i
3 -
R ¢
) limited to any and all moneys and other compensation of any kind 3
N Nmas [4 | b 3
{ . .
. to which Hanes may now or hercafter be entitled thereunder. Py
] .
» : | ) A
L. Hanes further agrees that he shall not héreafter write or author- L
. * '
) ize to be written any literary material relating to the murder . ‘}
'y . - X
. of Moovin Lataer King, dr,, ay's alleged pacticipatioan in or . ;y
: Ray’s coming trial for such murder, or the life or activities of 'jm
! | ' » = "
Ray, and that he shall not hercafter make or authorize to be made LR 1
' 1) * ~
N . . e ' . v
magazine, book, dramatic, motion picture, television and/or other._ .
. l . . . . . . . .. '=
A . adaptation of any kind relating to any such subjects. -‘Lﬁ 3
1. - . St 3.
4 . ' ; : . EERTIRES Sh A
s " (3) Hanes hereby forever rcleases and discharges Ray and -.-'f'}q
. ) : . _ - ._; ey,
L Author and each of them from any and all claims, demands, actions - ;1
L and causes of action which Hanes, but for this release, might now "v;
: \ R
: . ’ i R
Ee have or hereafter might have against them or either of them under ‘jhj
’ . : b
or pursuant to said Basic Agrcement, the Assignment Agrcement or ’ lﬁ
! : . !
* ony other agrccments or contracts, written or oral, of any kind )
: ' : . o : . Ty
L or nature whatooever heretofore entered into between said partics Lﬁc
VZ L or any of them with respect to the subject matter of said Basic - fl
IR ‘ BRI
Lo - Agrecment. Without limiting the foregoing, Hanes does hereby Y
i . 3.
v ] . ! o
5 acknowledge that he has received from Author and Ray any and all . .pq,
bl
-, . “-“".:
. LI
v e ! 2 '.'ﬂ,'f
- e ,‘." ‘ ) } ‘ % "’, ‘:\(
: ' S A
170 Casar R g - e giﬁiﬁf
2 ,L" ot
e fAS ) 1?
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moneys and othexr compensation which Hanes heretofore may have

-
IR ¥

been entitled to receive from Author or Ray under caid Basic

Agrocment, the Assignment Agreement or otherwice. _,:
N | : (4) Author and Ray, and cach of them, do hercby forever ;{J
% releasc and dischargce Hanes from any and all claims, dcmands, - i
Af '  actions and causeb of action which they or ecither of them, but 1:
. - for this xclecase, might now have or hcreaftcr might have against . E
s Hanes undex or pursuant to said Basic Agrccment, the‘Assignmcnt ) q

- Agrccmont or any other agrccments or contracts, written or oral, i}

. herctofore entered into between said parties or any of them with ';
respect to the subject matter of said Basic Agreement. , {

. d

L ”‘ (5)' The parties hereby agrce that for any and all purposes

P
S, e e

Hanes shall no longer be or be considcred as a pafty to said Basic

¢ . "l
:;ﬁéli Agreement, and shall have no further right, title-or intercst of . ;;
‘1f‘ q.\\\\any kind or nature whatsocver thereunder or under the Assignment . ﬁi
Z; Agreement or any other agreements or contracts, written or oral, . ’iz
! heretofore entcred into between the parties orxr any of them, with ®
Wrerrnrt to fhn subirct matter of said Basic Aareement. nanes“ '.'§
hexeby agrees to exccute and deliver tolbuthor and/or Ray upon | ";i
f,',' demand any further instruments necessary or desirable to implement f%
if or cffcctuafc this Amendatory Agrecment. ; ;:i
; (6) . Ray does hereby acknowledge and confirm that‘as of ) (E
%{ ‘the date hereof there are no moncys or other compensatioh of any ;ﬂ
-?”’;; | kind now due or payable to Ray from Author undef or pursuant-to .'3
 031d Basic Agrcement, the Assighment Agrcement, or otherwise: ’ E
? (7) Author and Ray hereby agrees that garagraph 5. of g
t ‘ said Basic Agrcement shall be and the samc hercby %s amended to’ fé
f proﬁide that all acts therein specified to be done by Author's !
, agent shall be done, instead, by Author, and to provide f{urther - ;;.

< -

that all paymontn to be made and all statements, notices and other

> e

!
7. i -~
L | documents to be furnished or given to Ray Lhall be made, furnished ° =
. A
‘ .x':‘.-'
: _ e
.:' f’:&/
u-;‘*’ K]
. 31
i ' ‘ ?&{
LR . 1} oaqe
. : e g
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or given Lo Ray in care of Ray's Attorncy, Percy Forcemun, LEoy., =)
at 1116 Capitol Avenue, nuston; Texas, 77002, "j
. ]

(8) 7The parties do hereby confirm and agree that cxecept rd

\ ‘

a3 hereinabove expresaly sct forth said Basic Agrecment ic in A
full force and effect and has not been uwd is not hercby altered, g
N

amended or modificd in any manncr or particular whatsoever, that z
. Author has and shall continuc to have all of the rights, titles .ﬁ
and interests given or granted, or aqgreed to be given.or granted, .f
‘"

to him by Ray and/or Hanes under said Bacic Agreement, and that "

\ ' the writing by Author and the publication by Cowles Comnunica- ' ¢
. o : :

tions, Inc. in Look Magazine and by Dell Pub}ishing Co., Inc. of Y

. : . . ‘
S certain literary materials, hereinabove referred to, has been -y
. . . ‘
v ond is authorized under said Basiec Agrecement and gcuch rights, ':
> “titles and .intcrests. ¥
-—. . . . \e U
¢ (9) .Thiso Amendatory Agrcement shall be binding upon and ?\
PR : % ) ‘.' s
T inurc to the benefit of the parties hexeto and their respective ,f

— - . ‘ ¢
personal representatives, exccutoers, administraqors, heirs, N

: ‘ )

legatees and assigns. Author may transfeor or assign thic /Juacnd- .

. © v, degitinvii, usw, VL @i 0L auy Jait oo thé rights, titles e
‘ and interccts herein referred to, to any person, firm or corpor- - ¢
-ation. -

. : . ' 0t
o ' IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have exccuted this .

. . . . . .

: ‘ . . . . LY R

. Anendatory Agrecment as of the date first above written. . - -
. ) E : K

y< ..

8 ) _ o

AjLuéxvrﬁéivAyﬂiﬁz294444/ - 'A':\\
_ William B;adford Huie, "Author” . o

": ’ / ’ 4 . LY
‘ APPROVED AS TO FORM e bl } }( : _ ‘

, A¥D CONTE rr/ A (;ame., Earl Ray: "Ray". L. o d
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