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Reproduction of Materia' Jrm 
Congressional Inquiry Ur t 
6- . 

The following material has been reproduced 
for excising and review at FBIHQ by representatives of 
the Bouse Select Committee on Assassinations:. 

File No. _____ i5 __ · -~--,_--➔_.J._-J ___ ":f .... - -:-.... , .... -.....,/, __ , ____ b5 __ ----

Sec tion __ j;_~;_· __ 

(except following serials not in 
file on this date: 

Enclosure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure: 

d 

♦--mt« . m • ...,, wJ.i" ________ _ 

--»"= ·- --- "= - -- rt 
,- - _.. _o"S,,, 

No. Copies~ ex? 
By~- --- -

RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL 
---------- ____ #'_,.. ... ___ ~ ---· ----~---- ----- . - -- -.,..1"-...---d---··--... ... ...,-~.._. -•------•·--~ -U-•--------•-""'~ 

I 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) f 
FBI 

Date: 8/28/69 

Trunsmit the following in __ __;_ _ ___,,;__;_....__ ______________ -,------1 

(Type in plaintext or code) I 

Via AIRTEL : tfJ j (} ·.· 
(Priority) V .-

------------------------------------------------L--~----
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44~38861) 

FROM: SAC ,.-~_IEJllUlI. S 
;/6 1 

SUBJECT: \ MURK J~..I . 
~,.,,,..,,.........,..,..,:;.-<"..J-.--• ,..-

(44-1987) (P) 

Re Bureau airtel to Memphis, 8/22/69, concerning 
.·.. - r'·'the subject RAY's requestfor a duplicate copy of the receipt 
~~)µ✓ given him for items taken from him at the time of his arrest. 

// On 8/25/69, Assistant District Attorney J. CLYDE 
,MASON, Memphis, Tenn.·, advised that he is in possession of 
a copy of this receipt and that he will correspond with RAY 
c~ncerning .. his receiving a duplicate· copy of same. 

RAY has been advised by this office that any 
correspondence by him concerning this matter •hould be 
directed to District Attorney General PHIL M. CANALE at 
Memphis, Tenn. 

No further action being taken in this matter by 
the Memphis Office. 

@-·Bureau 
1.- Me11phis 

JCH:jap 
'(3). 

_REC-20 
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F'B I WASH DC 

1,Y 
---r P' F'B I 

/ 

8-28-69 MJD 

TOR 44-38861 

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 lP 

Q 
/ 

I MURKIN. 

RE BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE AUGUST TWENTY EIGHT INSTANT. 

MEMPHIS CONCURS WITH RECOMMENDATION OF' BIRMINGHAM AND 

DOES NOT FEEL THAT WE SHOULD REVIEW WILLIAM s'6FoRD HUIE's 
1 

BOOK PRIOR TO PUBLICATION. 

AIR MAIL COPY TO BIRMINGHAM. 

P. END 

JSS 

F'B I WASH DC 

@P 

(l·J SEP 2 1969 

- IIF6·1P 

I MR. DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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• 
.laaistaat Attoraey General 
Civil Biglats DlYlsioll 

Director, DI 

0 
A881881MTIOII OF lllllTDf W:l1Dll DKG, ~. 

~.&ll:.-JJ.Ha...-.. .Afc 

.A.lqpust •• 1969 

1 - Mr. McDonough 

11118 is to coafinl tile CODffn&tioa betN•a 11.r. J.B. 
Plawr,- of ,,our Diri•1oa alld Special A.pat B. J. llcDoaousfa oa 
8/28/89. 

la April• 1988, aa oftlelal of tlle llt.ndnglue, T.ruat 
Batioaal Bank, Bind,_.•, Alalaa n , farld.slled a •fe depoeit 
box wJalcla bad been reat .. 1a tlle •• of Brie s. Galt, 2608 
Blplalld Aveaa.e, BlrailllM■, A1A•1 r , oa 8/28/87. J•••• Earl 
Bay, tJle aubject of tile captioned••• atilizecl thia naae aad 
ad.dren. 1fo tiaaerpriat or otlaer eYideatlary data was 
cleftloped frOII tllia -·· depoa:lt bos. Ia aecordllw wltla 
lhlfArtllent i•tructlw tllia sate clepoa.lt bDz •• turae4 over 
to Temaeasee State A11tlloriti• la cowctloa witll tlleir 
proaecatioa of Ja•• a&rl Bay. Blnd..,...■ T.rut llatio•l Baak 
o1tielals laawe aow req ... ted retura of tld.• 1N,x and tile 
appropriate Tenne•••• State Offleial 18 aware of tbia requeet. 

llr. Plawry adv18ed ~t Ute Departtaaat bu no 
objeetloa to tllla a.oz lleias retarnecl to tile 81nd.llpaa Traat 
llational Bllllk ... tile appropriate Ten••··· State 01ficlal 
allould be ao illforM11 ill order tbat Ile c&D laadle tbis •tter 
ritll llllak ofliciaJa. 

EJM: j ld v/·~ 
(4) 

Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 

MAILED 24 

AUG2 91969 

COMM-FBI 

...__ -- B ■ I 
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Assiatant Attorney General September 2, 1969 
Civil Rights Division 

I - Mr McDonough 
Director, PBI 

0 
ASSASSI?fATIOJf OF llARTIB w-m-ER-· ICIBG, JR. 

Enclosed ia a copy of a two-page statement allegedly 
dictated by Jaaea Earl Ray to his brother Jerry Bay while at 
the Tennessee State Prison, Kashville, Tennessee. The second 
page of the stateaent bears the signature of Jaaes Earl Ray 
but, aceordinc to the individual who furnished copies of the 
•tateaent, this •ignature was actually written by Jerry Ray. 

This stateaent was read by Jerry Ray in a taped 
inter•iew and after editing it, KIIOX-TV, St. Louis, Missouri, 
broadcast the atateaent twice during the evening of 
August 14, 1969. 

This is furnished for your inforaation and no 
inquiries will be ~~ted on the content• of this statement 
unless specifically r•quested by the Department. 

Enclosure 

EJM: jmv ./ 
(4) ,, 

NOTE: 

See Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum 8-29-69, EJM:jld, 
ca pti9ned, "MURKIN." 

MAILED 24 

.. ✓ ' r / 
SEP2 - 1969 

COMM-FBI 

56S~1969 
MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 

,s SEP 2 1969 

• -
' 
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TO 

FROM 

- •OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ' 5010-106 
MAY 1962 EDITI~ 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 ,, . 
•UNITED STATES GOV NMENT 

Memorandum 
-/ 

Mr. DeLo~~~,, 
\ 

:_A_._R_ose~ 

' 

I 
DATE: August 29, 1969 

1 Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr • Ma 11 e y 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. McDonough 

Conrad __ _ 

Felt~./ 
Gale 
Rosen 
Sullivan __ 
Tave] __ _ 
Trotter __ _ 

Tele. Room . ' 
Ho! 
G 

1 - Mr. Bishop . 
1 - Mr. w. C. Sullivan ·t . 

/J 4\V 
SYNOPSIS: 

This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

111\JJ~' 'f ~ 

On instructions of the Bureau, the St. Louis Office 
obtained copies of a statement allegedly dictated by James Earl 
Ray, who is presently incarcerated in the Tennessee State 
Prison at Nashville, Tennessee, which was read by his brother 
Jerry Ray in a taped interview on station KMOX-TV, St. Louis, 
Missouri, on the evening of 8/14/69. Al Mann, News Chief, 
KMOX-TV, who made the statement available, confidentially 
advised that his station was expending a great deal of time 
and possibly expense in "developing" Jerry Ray for the purpose 
of uncovering the "true story" of the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and James Earl Ray's part in it. 

In his statement Ray claims he was working with Federal 'JI 
Agents including one ''Raoul" in supplying arms for the overthrow /I 
of the Castro regime in Spring, 1968, and was in Memphis for same 
purpose when King was killed and he was used as a "fall guy" to 
cover the killing. He does not identify the "Federal Agents." 

· It is, of course, not the FBI. He states that his ease of 
travel through canadian and Mexican borders was a result of 
Federal Agents' aid and he claims FBI knew of his movements in I 
Mexico. This is not true as Ray traveled in Mexico in Fall, 1967, 
and we traced these travels after the killing of King in April, 1968.: 
He intimates that former Attorney General Ramsey Clark possibly 
has knowledge of the plot and will be ruined along with Ray's 
former Attorneys, Percy Foreman and Arthur Hanes, as well as 
author William Bradford Huie, who wrote articles on Ray in "Look" 
magazine. Ray indicates he hopes to talk to CBS in person in 
near future unless blocked by State and Federal authorities. No 
information has been developed indicating any kd..e.r.al, ... ,A.g~pJ6,,les 
were involved in the King murder and there does not appear to be 
any logical connection between anti-Castro act~~igfifes4a~gthe 

killing of King. ,-, _ ·i ~·. RPC- 8'9' LI "I- -3 8)?~/- sf 1 () 
/"). Enc}., ..-....._,.,,_ , X . p . .! - .... ~.- 'Ml . 

~, l /i .. t. x:soo:t 
SEP 5 1969 

- OVER 
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• Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

ACTION: 

• 
ftlthough it is not known whether, in fact, James Earl 

R~y d~ctated the statement or if it was manufactured by his 
brother (Jerry Ray, i_n view of its non-substant-·_ated content, 
it is not felt that we should further pursue it at this time. 
A copy of the statement is being furnished to the Civil Rights 
Division for its information with advice that no inquiries are 
being conducted on the contents of this statement unless spe­
cifically requested. We will remain alert to any additional 
statements by Ray or any other individuals relating to this 
case and thoroughly run out any leads of pertinence. 

l 
Attached for approval is letter to Civil Rights Division 

forwarding a copy of Ray's statement. 

\ 

A copy of Ray's statement is being furnished to the 
Memphis Office for its information. A,~rtt--l ;r:Jr·Y;i:;,1e1,1('d. .. 

✓ 
) 

- 2 - DETAILS - OVER 
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• 
Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

DETAILS: 

JAMES EARL RAY'S STATEMENT: 

• 

Ray claims that in the Spring of 1968, he was working 
with Agents of the Federal Government, including "Raoul" and 
was told that he, Ray, was assisting in supplying arms to Cuban 
refugees to overthrow Castro and the Communists in Cuba. He 
states that he was led to believe that he was in Memphis in 
April (1968) for the same purpose when, in fact, he was actually 
used as a ''fall guy" to cover up the killing of King by Federal 
Agents. He points out that the facility with which he crossed 
the Canadian and Mexican borders would be impossible without 
the help of Federal Agents who with the Mexican Police afforded 
him protection in Mexico. 

Ray states that William Bradford Huie admits that the 
FBI and tiexica n Po lice knew a 11 of Ray's movements in Mexico and 
he did not know of King being in Memphis until after the shooting. 
He states that he realizes that the Federal Agents had no interest 
in overthrowing Castro and only used him to cover up the killing 
of King. He continues that two Federal Agencies are guilty and 
he is innocent and that he hopes that some higher Government 
official will expose the plot so that he will be freed from 
prison. Ray states that he does not know what motives the Federal 
Agents had for killing King and suggests that former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark be asked as he may know. 

Ray, in closing, stated he wanted to pass along a 
message to Percy Foreman, Arthur Hanes (two of Ray's former 
Attorneys) and William Bradford Huie (author who wrote articles 
on Ray) that they got their wish but they along with Ramsey 
Clark would be ruined before this matter is closed. He indicates 
he hopes to talk to CBS in person in the near future if 
Tennessee State and Federal authorities don't block it. 

ANALYSIS: 

Raoul is the individual who, according to 
William Bradford Huie's articles in "Look" magazine which were 
based on Ray's statements to Huie, was endeavoring to make 
some type of deal concerning a "joint activity" for which Raoul 
would pay Ray $12,000. The specific nature of the "joint 
activity" was not fully described or identified but Ray was to 
transport packages between the United States and Canada. The 
possibility exists that the packages could contain contraband 
such as narcotics. 

- 3 - DETAILS CONTINtTED-OVER 
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Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum 
RE: MUTI.KIN 

Extensive investigation has been conducted in an effort 
to identify Raoul to no avail. No information has been developed 
indicating Ray was connected with any United States Federal 
Agency or the Mexican Police or involved in any way with anti­
Castro activities. The procedures for passage between the United 
States and Canada and Mexico, respectively are not difficult 
nor do they require any particular Governmental sanction. There 
is no statement in the William Bradford Huie articles on Ray 
wherein Huie alleges that the FBI and iviexican Police knew all 
of Ray's movements in Mexico. During the course of our extensive 
investigation we have substantially accounted for Ray's where­
abouts from the time of his escape from prison in April, 1967, 
until his apprehension in London in June, 1968, and his subsequent 
incarceration in the Tennessee State Prisonfu Nashville, Tennessee. 

No information has been developed that the Mexican 
Police Authorities were aware of his presence or activities in 
Mexico. Ray states that he realizes that the so called Federal 
Agents had no interest in overthrowing Castro and their whole 
purpose was to use him to cover up their own crime. There does 
not appear to be any logical connection between anti-Castro 
activities and the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr., and it 
is not felt that we should pursue the non-substantiated information 
in nay's statement unless additional information is developed 
warranting such action. 

,I 

' - -
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) •. , 

• .. 
.. , 

FBI 

Date: 8-21-69 

Transmit the following in ----------,--------=----=----------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ __.A....,.I_R._.T....,E...,L.__.A_Il,AIR,_M .... A_,IJ.L._ __________ -:---,----------t 
(P riority) I 

--- --------------------------------------------L-----~- -
/) 1\ TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

RE: ~I;) 
-c-

Enclosed for the Bureau are five K&J'OX copies of 
a two page statem•~!Jl~~edly dictated by JAMES EARL RAY 
to his brother JER~ in the Tennessee State Prison at 
Nashville. Second page of this statement bears the 
signature of JAMES EARL RAY but this signature was actually 
written by JERRY RAY. 

The above was confidentially made available 
to the St. Louis Office by ALLMANN, News Chief, KMOX-TV, 
St. Louis, Mo MANN advised that JERRY RAY read the 
statement ra_ taped interview and afterecliting it, KMOX-TV 
aired the interview twice during evening of 8-14-69. 

MANN further confidentially advised that his 
station was expending a great deal of time and possibly·· 
expense in "devel>ping" JERRY RAY for the purpose of uncovering 
the "true story" of the assaaail\ation of.Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., and JAMES EARL RAY'S part in it. 

x·.,,_ 

SGiste: 1~8----=-=-1 ~--------
Spec:ral Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M 

~-" 

Per~:~, 
/ ·.. . 

. \ ' 

"---'· 

'\ ,, 
~ 

~ 
~ 

I 
s 

-!= 

I 

>, 
~-

8 

I 
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. . • • 
TRUE COPY 

In the spring of 1968 I James Earl Ray was working 
with Agents of the federal goverment including Raoul. 
They told me that I was helping them to supply arms and, guns to 
cuban Refugees to overt.brow Castro and, the communest in cuba. 
The reason why I'v made trips to Mexico was in regard to helping 
the Agents of the federal goverment to supply arms to cuban 
refugees there to overthrow Castro. The federal Agents led me 
to beleave that I was in Memphis in April for the same purpose. 
I knew that I was working with federal Agents the way they had 
me passed across the Mexican and, Canadan borders is only one 
thing that proves they were federal Agents. They got me across 
the Canadan and, Mexican borders under circumstances which would 
have been inpossable without the help of federal agents. At a 
later time if necessary, I will give more extensive proof about 
the federal Agents with whom I was involved. It is a known fact that 
Agents of the federal government and, the Mexican Police knew about 
my trips to Mexico and, protected me there. 

Even Whilliam,Brafg.d Hyie admits that the FBI and, 
Mexican Police ~new a1.1 of my movements in Mexico. I knew 
nothing about King being in Memphis untill after King had been 
killed. I could not argue with the federal agents I worked for 
becous they would have put me back in the Missouri State Prision 
at Jefferson City if I failed to take orders from them. I know that 
the federal Agents merly used me to be the fall guy when they 
killed King. I now relize that they had no interest in overthrowing 
Castro and, their whole purpose was to use me to cover up their 
own crime. Two federal agencies are guilty and I am fully innocent. 
We hope that someone higher up in the goverment will come forword 
and, expose the whole deal so that I will be freed from Prision. 
If they don't we have more information which we will release in 
the near future. I don't know what motives the federal Agents had 
for killing King ask former Attorney General Ramsey Clark maybe 
he knows. 

In closing I want to pass along a little message to 
Percy Forman, Auther Haynes and, William Bradford Huie you three, 
got your wish but, it's not over with yet before it is the three of 
yous will be ruined along with your friend Ramsey Clark. I hope 
to be able to talk to C.B.S. in person in the near future if the 
state of Tenn and, the federal goverment don't block it being they 
don't want being exposed they might not allow it. Sirhan got to 
talk but, I am innocent so I probley won't be allowed to. 

James Earl Ray 

TRUE COPY 

J/4- 3 Ff& l-sf 11 
ENCLOSUREl 
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1 - Mr. McDonough 

To: I.AC, Phoenix (44-371) 
"; , "') 

J'roa: Director, DI l(tj- j Rf('bl-'J?f I.,._ 

IIUUIN fX. 104 _BEC-6 

RePXlet 9-4-89, with enclosure in which reference 
ia aade to Phoenix airtel to Jleaphia 8-6-89, and lleaphia letter 
to Phoenix 8-22-89. 

Phoenix furnish Bureau copies of those comaunicationa. 
Alao furnish le1ible copy of the purported letter from llorris 
to Goldman. 

Bandle bJ return aail. 

1 - Meaphis (Info) (44-1987) 

EJM: jmv 
( 5) 

Tolson-­
Deloach __ 
Mohr __ _ 

Bishop -­
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 

MA1l£D 21J 

COMM-FBI 

Gale___ q,; 
Rosen__ · .. f. 
~~,~~~an 5 3 SEP 1219 
Trotter __ 
Tele. Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT D 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 111112 EDITION • 

· :. ,. _c;Q;;;;:~~ ~;~;ES GO RNMENT .. l • 
·· Memorandum 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 9/4/69 

FROM : PHOENIX (44-371) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL¼Y, aka; 

5010-108 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM 
CR - CONSPIRACY; 
UFAC - ROBBERY 

00: ME 

Re PX airtel to ME, 8/6/69; ME let to PX, 8/22/69. 

There is enclosed for the Bureau original and 
three copies of Letterhead Memorandum reflecting informa­
tion furnished by Mr. C.R. CRANK, Superintendent, Federal 
Detention Center, Florence, Arizona, regarding JOHN 
HAMILTON MORRIS, an inmate who was temporarily incarcerated 
at that institution from 7/19-25/69, indicating that he 
had knowledge of who paid JAMES EARL RAY. 

Enclosed for 
are two copies each of 

LEADS: 

KANSAS CITY DIVISION 

AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 

Will interview JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS regarding 
the contents of his letter to PETER GOLDMAN, 444 Madison 
Avenue, New York C.·ity~w.York. 

/ e ~ ~,,vv S ~\(;fl U 1- vt,. o . 
I"'¥"') 1· ~t~ l: H\NO f\LE vlt'·· - Bureau (Encs. 'l'J,\'6 -~ ~. ~.J3_E. .. - · 
· 2 Kansas City (Encs. 2) / H ---.. -

2 Memphis (44-1987)(Encs. 2) 
2 - New York (Encs. 2) 
1 - Phoenix 

WEP/wpj 
(9) 

/ 

~!:C-6 
9 

a SEP ~- 1969 

-

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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PX 44-371 
WEP/wpj 

• 

NEW YORK DIVISION 

,,. 
... 

AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

.. 

Will interview PETER GOLDMAN, 444 Madison Avenue, 
for his knowledge of JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS and his evaluation 
of statement that JAMES EARL RAY was paid by "BIG D". 

2 

.. 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES G.RNMENT 

Memoranaum 
DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 9/9/69 

·r-rr.- • SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBjECT:~ 

5010-108-01 

Transmitted under separate cover for Birmingham is 
safe deposit box which was obtained 4/10/68 by SA ROBERT J. 
YARNALL from Mr. CHARI.EST. SMITH, Auditor, Birmingham Trust 
National Bank, Birmingham, Ala. 

This safe deposit box should be returned to the 
bank and an appropriate receipt obtained. •: .. !<'ii'~ 

District Attorney General PHIL M. CANALE:, Memphis, ,ii/' 
Tenn., has authorized the return of this safe deposit box f:,,l .. ~ 
to the bank inasmuch as be does not anticipate using it in the 1:;;.. __ ri 
event this case ever comes to trial. ,, .. - '·'1t 

EX- 104 
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15 SEP t-t.1969 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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.. 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

• 

• OP"CIONAt. FORM NO. to 
MAY IIIZ EDITION • • '3-SA FPMR (41 CFR) tOl•t1.I. 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 9/10/69 

~OENIX (44-371) (RUC) 

Re Bureau airtel to Phoenix, dated 9/8/69. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau is one copy 
of Phoenix airtel to Memphis, dated 8/6/69. Also enclosed 
is one copy of Memphis communication to Phoenix, dated 
8/22/69. Also enclosed is the original reproduction of the 
communication written by JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS, which was 
furnished by Mr. C.R. CRANK, to the Phoenix Division on 
7 /25/69. 

([). Bureau 
1 - Phoenix 

WEP/lmm 
(4) 

~) 
(Encl 3) ffi~lOSU~ 

EX-.103 

/ 

--· 

. 1 SEP 19Jfi'7.s. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
!5010-1?9 • 
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• 
SAC, Pll>DIX (44-371) 

SAC, DIIPRIS · (44-1181) (P) 

MURXIN 

• 

Be Pboeaia atrtel to llellphia, 8/1/11. 

8/U/69 

beloaed for PhoenS.. 18 tile copy of a letter 
Witten by one JOlllf BlMILTOJI JIOIUlXS wilt.ob -· furai■bed . 
to M1mphia 111 referenced atnel. Phoent.Jt ahould Mt 
tile iatoruotton in tbe eaolOIMCI 1ettttr, topther with 
bao~ infor11nt1oa &ftilable eoneeraiq IIORRIS, 
in•• LBII 1111itable for •1n•t•ttoa to tile Departaent. 
Phoentx ill alaoreca••ted to ••tout l•dll to ba'N 
MORRIS tntd•lewecl. 

(i). PboeaiJC (Bae. 1) tf'7 
1 - ll111Pllill 
JCB:jap 
(I) 
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TO ~~~, Fire • 7-:£1 - ~ &r<o/ 
ftROM -- · ~'L, rife ·~~'i.:,37/ 
RE ,r r--.......... ~~~·--:01rF~Tx" - ....... ,, " 

··ReµOf r--r Aitt12t 

dated _ _ ,_J£9~,- detcrn)ed 

II, a • i • • , .. ,., ••• 1:e--,..,.=--• ::•,-• 1 
L ~• 

• 
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FBI 

Date: 9/12/69 

•• • 
Transmit the following in --------''------------=-:--~-------; 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L--

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

~SUBJECT: ~MURK IN 
. .. .. 

1\l ,. . l :- • 
Mr. Cas _µ,;:r ________ _ 
Mr. Callahan ______ _ 
l\lr. Conrad. ________ _ 
Mr. Felt __ _ 
Mr. Gal a ______________ _ 
Mr. Rosen _____ _ 
M1·. SuiJ.ivan _______ _ 
Mr. TaveL _______ , 
Mr. Trotter _________ _ 
T wle. Room _________ . 

Miss Ho1n12s ....•... 
Miss Gandy ________ _ 

· J:? . Enclosed for the Bureau are 2 copies of a letter 
_, dated 9/10/69, addressed to the Warden of the Tennessee State 
Penitentiary, Nashville, Tenn., which enclosed a duplicate copy 
of a property receipt of property taken fro■ the subject RAY 
at the time of his arrest. The Warden was requested to give 
this receipt to the subject RAY. · 

Also enclosed for the Bureau are 2 copies of an order 
signed by She 1 by County Criminal Court Judge ARTHUR .. C. FACQU IN, 
allowing the subject's attorneys to talk with the subjeot in.an 
open conference room. This was occasioned by the fact·that the 
new Warden at the Tennessee State Penitentiary had required that 
RAY communicate with his attorneys through a telephone system 
while separated by a glass partition. 

for the Bureau's information, Assistant District 
Attorney General J. CLYDE MASON stated that in a recent 
conversation with the subject's attorney, RICHARD J. RYAN, it 
was determined that RYAN intends to appeal this matter to the 
Tennessee Supreme Court. He has until 10/13/69 to perfect his 
appeal to that, .•--~~·t· .. :IQQ,fl!!~N has indicated he intends to meet 
that deadline. 

1
Jitt~ffl~~~,~ · · Qr this appeal is that under Tennessee 

law when a Ju · ___ " · if: ruling on a motion for a new trial, 
the defendant - , ,·••f'. y granted a new trial on the basis 
that only the•. _ ._ ._ ·7 _. .·. , --.•. ld have been aware of errors in 
the previous trial'' ~'an~"'ii hat)1·tbe defendant should be entitled to 

A rte~ new trial. The State contends t)M this law does not apply 
n the RAT case since RAY was st~t~\11,ed on a plea of· guilty and 

T letA• never tried. The defense cd""ntends that a letter written by 
"!f(T to tna late Judge BATTLE constituted a aotion for a new trial, 

il•-:{c·•"and that since Judge _BATTL. · .-E died with~jl"Uling on ?ifi aatt,r~_ 'l 
' . RAY 1S enun~d to~.;yi;1a1 ... 5Y> 'Lf- e, 1? r- Jr,,h 

1 
'•· (a)..; Bureau ~.t'OSURE ,-0, ... -.:, ~/1)';; /2"?e.---[1o SEP 18 1969 

s ec,h:-. Memphis \.).. ~ .•·; ;,_r/ . 

M Per 
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Mr~ MASON further stated that RYAN indicated to him 
.. that i.t RAY is.·.unsuccessful before the Tennessee Supreme Court., 

'they· will then at.tteapt to obtain a trial by seeking relief 
through the ·Post Conviction Relief Act •. 
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LLOYD A., RHODES 
SX&CUTIVlt A8SISTANT PH IL MI CANALE, JR. ASSISTANTS 

EWELL C. RICHARDSON 
JEWETT H. MILLER 

WILLl,_M D. H,_VNES 
ADNINISTIIATIVlt ASSISTANT 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

l'l"Ell:NTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF Tll:NNl8811:K 

COUNTY OP' 8HELBY 

J. CLYDE MAE.ON 
SAM J. CATANZARO 
LEONARD T. J_AFFERTY 
ARTHUR T. BENNETT 
DON D. STROTHER 

JOHN L, CARLISLE 
H.J. BEACH 

· aHILBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING 

I 157 POPLAR AVEN.UI: 

DON A. DINO 
.JOSEPH L. PATTERSON 
BILLY F. GRAY 

E. L, HUTCHINSON, JR. 
Cl.YO&: R. VENSON 

· CRIMINAi.. INVlt8TIQATOR8 'I MIMPH18, TINN. aa,oa , EUGENE C. GAERIG 
HARVEY HERRIN 

EARL IE, l"ITZPATRICK 
NON•8UP,OIIT DIVl810N ', .. ' '· September 10_, 1969 · · 

F. GL.EN 81660N 
JOHN W. 191EROTTI 
JAME& G. HALL 
JAMIE8 H. ALLEN 

. ' ~ .. 
1 ,I ,. .~• • 

• 

The Honorable W. S~ Neal, Warden· 
State. Penitentiary 
~ashville, Tennessee 37203 

• I 

Re: James Earl Ray, inmate 

-. Dear Sir:· 

-

- ·· · On August 13 1969, James Earl Ray made ·a written 
request of the United States Marshal to forward to him a . 
duplicate copy of a property receipt of property confis­
cated by the Scotland Yard Police • .. 

.:/;:~,-:>-,:>·,· The United States Marshal forwarded this request 
. :· .,·. .. . • to the Federal Bureau of Investigation who in turn forwarded 

. . . : . ' ·. same to· this office. I, am enclosing a list of J?roperty 
·-which accompanied James Earl Ray to this· jurisdiction and 
which·bears the signature of the Federal Agents who took 

· -.-. · ,-."-:•... Ray into custody and delivered him to the Chief Jail_er of 
t ~ • 

,~ f '"·· •• 
',l". 

-· ... ' . 

. . ' ... -~ ' .... ,- . . ' ' 

... 

this county whose name also appears on the list of property._ 

. If this.meets·with your approval, it would 
. :preciated,. at your convenience, to forward this copy 

James,Barl Ray.·_.,·_.•... ·· 
. ' ' .. 

• • ' 'I'. ' 

; '· .. \·-:.'. 1' 't 

. '~ ·, ' . . . 
· ... -·'. 

. . 
•. • , • • ~ J 

•.... . ,· '· ',' :, .. ·" ' . 
. '. 

Very truly yours, 

PHIL Mo CANALE, JR. 

be"ap-. 
on to 

. ) 

.. ' B~A{,Sf/dA/~ -
Criminal Investigator 

JLC:MEF 
Enclosure 

Copy to Mr. Joe Hester, Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Federal Building 
Memphis, Tennessee . 38103 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE ·• 

vs tlO. 16645 ---------·• 

· _ · ~- , JAMES EARL RAV_, . ' . . 
' ) 

.•· __ . '\. .. -.... , · Defendant 
\ 

.. . 
AMENDED ORDER 

This cause having come to the attention of this Court. 

and 1t appearing to the Court that the Honorable~Richard J. 
~ ~ ~ • ~ • I • 

... 

_-._. fyan and the Honorable J. B. Stoner are now representing the 
·-.... ,· 

~- above styled defendant; 

AND IT FURTHER APPEARIN~ to the Court that an ORDER 
, "!;.: • 

·_-.·'.·. was heretofore directed to the warden of the State Pen1ten-· 
. . . . . . 

·, . .. . . 
.t1ary at Nashville, Tennessee. or any other person charged 

with the care and custody of the defendant was directed to 

• j 

. 
permit tbe •1onorable Richard J~ Ryan and HOnorab1e J.B.Stoner 

~to ~1s1t and consult with the defendant as above styled; 

., 
AND IT FURTHER APPEARING to the Court that the visita• 

t1on and consu1tat1on of the defendant has been restricted 
\ 

to conversations behind glass partition with the use of a 

telephone system 1n co~,un1cat1ng with their client, all of 

· which 1s not conducive to good c11ent and attorney consulta-

tions; 

ANO IT FURTHER APPEARING to the Court that there is 

available a consultation room 1n the Maximum Security Building 
•) 

wherein 1t 1s possible for the said attorneys to converse with 

their· client, said conversations having taken.place in the 

past in said consultation room; 

' . . 

"' 
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"' 

That this Court is of the opinion that the Orders 

heretofore entered in this cause directing the Warden to 

permit the attorneys, the Honorable Richard J. Ryan and the 

Honorable J.B. Stoner, to visit and consult with their client 

should be amended, and that they be allowed to visit and con­

sult with their client in tho open conference room available 

to them now as in the past 1n the Maximum Security Building. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 

Honorable Richard J. Ryan and the Honorable J. B. Stoner be 
\ 

and they are hereby permitted to visit and consult with their 

client, James Earl Ray, as above styled in the open conference 

room 1n the Maximum Security Building without the necessity of 

communication by a telephone system behind glass partitions. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 

Warden or any other person charged with the care and custody 

of the defendant 1s hereby directed to permit the Honorable 

Richard J. Ryan and the Honorable J. B. Stoner to visit and 

consult with their client, James Earl Ray, in the open confer-

~ ence Room in the Maximum Security Building without the necessity 

of consulting behind glass partititons or with a telephone 

communication system. 

DATE: ----------·----

~ 

5~~J) ~- 'j ( 
, 9)10/6'1 

OW a~~-c.-d2--- {.-,;;,, £
1 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE J 
I 

vs I NO. 16645 
I 

JAMES EARL RAY, I 
I 

Defendant I 

AMENDED ORDER 

This cause having come to the attention of this Court, 

. and 1t appearing to the Court that the Honorable Richard J • 

. ~an and the Honorable J. 8. Stoner are now representing the 

above styled defendant; 

ANO IT FURTHER APPEARIN~ to the Court that an ORDER 

...... was heretofore directed _to the warden of' the State Perii ten­

.t1 ary at Nashville, Tennessee, or any other person charged 

with the care and custody of the defendant was directed to 

permit the Honorable Richard J. Ryan and HOnorab1e J.B.Stoner 

~to v1s1t and consult with the defendant as above styled. 

AND IT FURTHER APPEARING to the Court that the visita­

tion and consultation of the defendant has been restricted 
\ 

to conversations behind glass partition with the use of a 

telephone system 1n communicating with their client, all of 

which 1s not conducive to good client and attorney consulta-

tions; 

ANO IT FURTHER APPEARING to the Court that there is 

avai1ab1e a consultation room 1n the Maximum Security Building 

wherein it 1s possible for the said attorneys to converse with 

their c11ent. said conversations having taken place in the 

past in said consultation room~ 
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... 
.. 

. •. I ,. 

t. • 

.. 

... . 

That this Court 1s·of the op1n1on that the Orders 

heretofore entered 1n this cause directing the Warden to 

p e rm t t the attorneys , th e Honor ab 1 e R 1 ch a rd J • · Ryan and the 

Honorable J.B. Stoner, to visit and consult with their client 

should be amended·, and that they be .allowed to visit and con-

.·· · su1t with their client 1n tho open conference room ava11ab1e 

to them now as in the past 1n_.the Maximum Security Bu1ld1~g •. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 

. . · :· : · Honor ab 1 e R 1 ch a rd J • Ryan and the Honor ab 1 ~ J • B • Stoner be 
. . : . . \ 

' .. 

"" 

•' : and they are hereby perrni ttod to visit and consult with ·their 

· client, James Earl Ray, as above styled in the open conference 

room 1n the Maximum Security Building without the necessity of 

communication by a telephone system behind glass partitions. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 

warden or any other Qerson charg~ri wi~h the care and cust~di 
. I 

of the defendant 1s hereby directed to permit the Honorable 

Richard J. Ryan and the Honorable J. B •. Stoner to visit and 

consult with their client. James Earl Ray, 1n the open confer-
. 

·ence Room 1n the Maximum- Security Building without the necessity 

of consulting_ behind glass part1t1tons or with a telephone 

~ communication system. 

.. 
·.·,.~. 

t~j~ 
, cr),o/6'1 

a(>',t;_0,c<1.,"{' ~. -l,ou&· £
1 

.. 

.\ 

J U D G E 
DATE: ____________ _ 

I 

• 
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