
Mr'. STEPHENS ~t8l.l. t®d tlbl$t; time m~n who was in 
Apartment 5B bad ~h®<e:k®d in abou't 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. H® ~tatad ha ~as ~u~e of tbi~ because he had · 
heard th® l~~dlady ~ho~ing him-th@ ap~~tment ~t that time. He 
stat~d he glanced out of his doo~ ~nd got a f~irly good look at 
the man who ha alescribzed &\Sil !l]eiXll,rg ~ white male; 5' 10.,,11"; 
weighing 165 po~nd~; ~le~d~~ b~ild; ~~ddy complexion; sandy 
hair; had a long, sha~p pointed ~os~; ~earing what appeared to 
be a dark blue or bl~~k ~~it, ~hit~ ~hi~t ~nd dark tie. 

Mr •. STEPEENS ~t1a!. ted th~ t tit&a m~n who he saw running 
out of tbs b:ai. th.room ~lo~e ly E'EHSJ@ImRbl®«i th® ~im who had checked 
i~to Apartment 5B. H® ~aid he ©oMld o~ly ~~e the man who ran 
from the b~tbroom f~om b®hi~d, but hi~ g®ne~~l build, hair 
coloring ~nd clothe~ w~re the ~~me a~ the individual in 
Apartment 5B, 

Mr. STEPHENS de§.lcl"iood_the iimdividual.:lle sawrunning 
out of the bathwoom as foll~s: 

.. ,Ra.Cf 
Sex 
.Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexion 
Hail° 
Clothing 

_.White 
,,Male 
5' 10=11 ' 9 

165 
Slender 
Ruddy 
s~ndy, ~lightly on dark side 
We~~ing d~rk suit 

I 

Mr. STEPHENS add~d th~t he b~d never 'met the man who 
checked into Ap~rtment 5B, t~lked to him, or knew his name. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
4/10/68 

Date----------

Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor, 
422½ S. Main Str~6t, furni~h~d the following information to 
Lieutenant J·. D. HAMBY, Homicide Bmreau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON~ 

Mr. STEPHENS, who stat~d he is 46 years of age, 
and his wife occupy 2 ,roooms in the north wing of a rooming 
hotme, the addre~s of which i~ 422½ s. Main Street. This 
r,ooming house actually cover~ tll!iie ~econd .floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS w room being located in the 
north building in the §outhea~t cornelt" of the north building. 

Sometime in the late aft~rnoon of .April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in their Jroom. His wift?, who has 
recently been in the hospital foJr an extendeo\ period of 
~.ime, was in b~d ill'A their combination of livi.ng-bedroom. 
He was in the kitch~n, which ia ®&~t of the l~ving-bedroom. 
Be was repairing a radio on a table lo1Cated at~· the north 
wall of th~ ki t~hen. Immediately no~t. · of him is a com.mon 
bathroom which 1~ located at the ~a~t end cf a~ eaBt-west 
hallway in the north building. Whil~ he was repairing the 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is 
certain that shot cams from th<e bathroom from a 19oint 
within just a few feet of where ha wit.§1 6i tt ing. He has no 
way of knowing the time but can only ®~timate it was sometime 
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. 

Upon hearing this shot 11 b.<e ,walked out oi' the kitchen 
through his living-bedroom and opelih<eicd the door leitding onto 
the hallway and observed a man rulllning west down thda hallway 
~nd this man wafal carrying a lall."gei bu.rrHd!le of some ki.nd. He 

:would estimate that thi8 bundle oJr pa.<ekage was at ltiast 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only momentarily, J1e gained the i111pression 
that the bundle waa wrapped in SO!ll'itetb,jLng, pos~ibly i1 newspaper. 
This man continued running to the e:nd of the hallwa,, turning 
left (south) and apparently thereaft,~r ran down the st":airways 
onto the street, al though he could not actually see th,e man 
going down the staill."way. 

,,.. 

by SA FRANKLIN L. JO . N /bbs --Date dictated 4/9 /68 

This document contains neither recommen tons nor conclusions of· the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside you r agency, · 
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It imnn~diat~ly O(C~U~)f®d to Mr. STEPHENS that 
thi~ was the ~am~ ma~ h® had ~~®ffi\ ®a~lie~ in the afternoon, 
poasibly a'-l"ou~d mid-aft®~,moo~ 9 ~t~,m~i,mg at the door to 
room 5-B whi~h i~ lo~at~d i!!llm1~di~t~ly w~~t of M~. 
STEPHENS~ livil!'llg=b(El©i~oom. IE~ ~t~t@d that al"ound mid­
afternoon he ha~§®®~ a ma~ with M~~. ~REWER 8tanding in the 
hallway at th® ~,mt:!falffi<e(e) to Jfoomm 5-B lo10kiirng into room 5-B. 
He saw the 111u1m1 '~ l®ft ~idl®. Tlli® mal1ll ha«ll iruothing in his hands 
at the time. He a~~um~d thi~ wa~ ~ome n~w gue~t looking 
at a room. 

Mr. STEPHENS .. ~tat~d that he amdl his wife :remained 
in their room the ~EJ~t of th~ aft®Jf!moon •. He pointed out that 
he; llr •. STEPHENS,·. i~ a .@i~abl~<d v®t@riu1 who hd' been treated 
for tuberculo~i~s, aimd h® ~pemd~ mo~t of hi~ time in his rooms 
with hi~ wif~ who-' i~•< al~o ill alffi<dl 'vWho at present is a bed 
pati~ut. 

Somm~tim® aft~?" ~t'!J<e}ilrng t!i1l:i.~lli1UUll with Mr~• BREWER, he 
heard ~omeon~ ilffi ~oom 5~B a~d a~~um®d the man hGhad seen 
had rented the )fOOm lffi~xt door. H~ ~t~t~d tmt he recalls 
on s~veral <dliff~J!."<~nmt oc~~:.~io!Ii\~ h~a:irim!g ft0ot~t~p~ iIDl this room 
and also leaviruig fJ!."Ol!!m th:i~ :f'OCD!IM. pa~t hi~ (MX". STEPHENS 9

8) 
room and into th~ couaon bath~oo~ at th~ ea~t @@d of the 
hall. He was al~o v~:ll"'Y much awar~ that when the person went 

from room 5-B to the bath~~om, that p®:ir~on remained in the bath-
room. for a considlel'C'abl~ p~rioui of timmia. He pointed out that ,,,. 
this•t~ paJ!."ticularly lffioti~eabl® ~ilI1\~~ thi~ i~ a common bathroom 
which mu~t be u~~d by-a numb~1r of diffiEiJf~lffit tenants. He 
also specifically ~®called that ol!Aly on o~G occasion did 
he hear the commod~ b®il!Ag flu~h~d a~d h~ was therefore curious 
as to why this pe~~on wa~ ~pel!Adimig ~o much time in the bathroom • 

... 
He ~tat~d that o~ th~ la~t occasion that someone 

went from nu~b~r 5-B to th® batlrufoo~ prior to the time be 
heard the shot, h~ would ~stimiat~ that that per~on remained 
in the bathroom for at lGa~t 20 to 30 minutes, During 

·. this period he bear«i! no JIM>i~~s ~O!lffllil!Ag f1rom the bathroom. 
He al~o ~pecifically recall~ that du~i~g this same period, 
Mr. WILLIS ANCHtiiEZ (pho~etic)g who oc~upies room 4-B, immedi­
ately west of 5~B wh~1re tb9 l!A~W tel!Aa~t appare~tly was located, 
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had knocked "Olll MJr. STEPHENS•~ dloo:il." alli1d ~omewwhat (;t-i- angrily 
inquired as to who was ~tayi~g illi1 the bathroom ~o long. 

It wa~ at the end of thi~ lattsr period of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above de~~~ib~d shot which he 
was ceirtfiin teame fjt"otm titH~ batfuuroomm. H® ~t att~d th at immediately 
after the ~bot wa~ fijt"®«Jl he h.cemJrcdl &'illo!mle p(,!)ople located across 
the at;r><ete'tl;, ~a~t of 'il:h® buil({]i ll'ilg wlhe:ir® h~ li v~fJ;, 5iCTeaming. 
Du~ to the ®xci t~~"l(C!litt ot th!~ mo:l't,®lill.t p th© f a~t that people 
ac:iro~s th~ ~trco®t iirn the vicciimi ty o:f th® Lorraine Motel 
were screamill1lg, all'ildl th® fact that hi.~ h®alt":i,img i3 not the 
best, he did not hear a~y a~ditiolli1al ~oi~es coming from the 
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a 

nscuff le" comiimg from the b:atruroom if tht.e man in the bathroom 
had fired the shot tlblat killed MAllTIN LUfHER KING, but he 
cannot recall hearilillg such a 10~cuff le. vv He ~tated that he 

simply has no way of kmiowiID1g whether th~ man came out of the 
bathroom, went 1.nto room 5-s alflld th~n Jl." &!Ch out of 5-B dcwn 
the hall toward the front of the buildiimg 0 or whether the man 
in the bathroom ran d!i:ir®<etly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the fll"o~t of the building. He stated he did 
heaitate a few mom®nts after h~a:irimig th~ shot a~d hearing the 
Sclfeaming outsi.dle before he weJmt to the door alffid looked down 
the hall to see the man runni~g carrying something in his hand. 

Mr. STEPHENS advi~ed that the only people in the 
north building of this roomiing hou~e at the time of this_ 
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's wife, 
who was in bed and who was never iim a poBition to observe 
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHUZ (phoimetic), above, in room 
4-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS ~aw the man running down the 
hall, (4) Mrs .• JESSIE LEDm--:TTER, a deaf aimd dumb lady who re­
sides in room l~E towa:lt"d the fJroimt (west) of the (,imoE"th wing 
or north building, and (5) th~ u~k~own man who had occupied 
room 5-B who was runni~g down the hall as previously stated. 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHUL'-Z made some remark 
to the unknown man who was ruimfilliimg dowirA the hallway and the 
unknown man apparently made som~ kind of ~eply. 
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MJ::. STEPHENS advi~ed that whereas he could hear 
footsteps in 5-B and could bear footsteps between 5-B and the. 
bathroom, he .at no time heard any conversation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time 
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining roonw of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conver~ation coming from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that wheu he saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he 
would desc1"ibe this person as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Hair: 

Unknown 
White 
Male 
"in his 30 's." 
5 • 10-11" 
165 pounds 
Average 
Man stood erectly 
Described as sandy, also -
described as "dark blond" 
<r"baving the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 
Further described htrline 
as receding on left side 
(and presumably on both sides) 
making it appear he would have 
"peaks" on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
the front center of his head 
between the peaks. Hair 
~ombed straight back. Normal 
or average haircut. 
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Dress: 

General Appearance: 

) 

Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit 
Clean shaven, neat appearing 
individual. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

3 FD-302s re CHARLES Q. STEPHENS and one affidavit 

Ref: Memphis airtel to Bureau, 8/6/73 
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TO 

FROM 

4-650 <Rev. 5-11-73) 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT • 
DATE: 

SUBJECT: MUBKIN. 

BUFILE: 44-38861 
,, 

.. -~~-
(_,.,. 

The above captioned file is presently maintained in the Special 
File Room of the Records Section, Files and Con1munications Division. 
You are requested to have the substantive supervisor, responsible 
for this matter, review the file to determine if it is necessary to 
continue to maintain the file in the Special File Room, or whether it 
may be returned to the regular file sequence. The appropriate 
notation should be made on this memorandum which should be returned 
to the Filing Unit, Room 1116 IB. This memorandum will be filed in 
the case file to record the action taken in connection with this review. 

JEB:ncf 
(2) 

' .! t 

/./ ;' / ,l __ , ta.I 
NOT RECORDS:O 

JUL 1 ~ '1973 

84 JUL ·121973 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 8/17/73 

Transmit the following in --------=---=----:-:-------:--:---------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ AI_RT_E_L ____ _ AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO:.),e, DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS ( 44-1987) - P * -
SUBJECT':. LkRKIN '·) 

ReBuairtel to Memphis 8/9/73. 
I . , 

. ..-,· Y j Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LHM, 
dated as above, reflecting the interest of HARVEY GIPSON, 
Attorney, Memphis, Tenn., in obtaining statements made by 
CHARLES Q. STEPHENS to the FBI at Memphis, Tenn. 

Agency•••.,.•••,, 
~- CRD. 

Date For,1·. AUG 2 4 f973 
How F'or,;. Q-6 (/I .y .D) 
~ ·;:r:rmF t,. (1/l,«.,v 

:: 

V/l~ 
~~--•·f"" 

___ REC-10 f/'P'- 3 8"8' t, I~~ le 

G)_ Bureau (Enc. 4) _: -~ 
l - Memphis 

JCH:ca 
(3) 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

l cc CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT I • 

Sent ------M Per ______ _ 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455-574 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



... •• • • • 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

' 

UNIT. STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU,ICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
August 17, 1973 

JMfilS EARL RAY; 
DR. M.:°\RTIN LUTHER KIOO, JR. - VICTD1 
CIVIL RIGI1l'S - CONSPIRACY 

Mr. Harvey L. Gipson, Attorney-At-Law, Exchange 
Building, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised the Memphis Office 
of the FBI that he is representing Mr. Charles Q. Stephens 
in the latter's efforts to obtain some or all of the reward 
money offered by local newspapers, and others, for information 
leading to the arrest of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. According to :Mr. Gipson, a number of different reward 
offers were made shortly after King's murder, and these tdal 
more than $100,000. 

Mr. Gipson desires to have copies of all signed 
statements which Stephens may have furnished to the FBI. 
Mr. Gipson has been advised to direct his request to the 
Civil Rights Division of the u. s. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. c. 

It is noted that Stephens was a roomer in the 
rooming house from which James Earl Ray fired the shot that 
killed King. Stephens ·was interviewed by FBI Agents, but 
no signed statements were taken. 

Much later, Stephens was interviewed by one or more 
representatives of the Department of Justice, and at that time 
he furnished a signed affidavit, the original of which is not 
in the possession of the FBI. 

This document contains neither recommerrlations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

.,,,. ' • FBI 

• • 
Date: 9/24/73 

Transmit the following in -------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ AI_R_T_E_L ___ _ AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

.. 
I 

r· 

-------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL 

FROM: /SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) - P* -

Re Memphis airtel to the Bureau 8/17/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies of an LHM 
dated as above reflecting the fact that Attorneys HARVEY L. 
GJESON and ROBERT A. TUCKER have filed a Motion for Discovery 
in the Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, and have 
requested that SAC JOSEPH v. BAKER appear in that court on 
10/5/73. Also enclosed are two copies each of letter dated 
9/21/73 from Attorneys GIBSON and TUCKER to SAC BAKER and 
two copies of a Motion of Discovery filed by these attorneys 
in the Chancery court of Shelby county, Tennessee. 

(i)_ Bureau {Enc. 
1 - Memphis 

JCH:ca 
(3) 

By: -~__._...._ __ _ , . ' 
,/"? 

:,; 

~ :' 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455-574 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

• • • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
September 24, 1973 

JAMES EAHL P-A.Y; 
DR. M,:\RTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHI'S - CONSPIRACY 

on September 24, 1973, there ·was received at 
the office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a letter datecl September 21, 1973, 
addressed to Special l\gent in Charge Joseph V. Baker, 
signed by l:.ttorneys Harvey L. Gipson and Robert z:~. Tucker. 
Enclosed with this letter was a copy of a Motion for 
Discovery filed in the Chancery Court of Shelby County, 
Tennessee, in the case styled Charles Quitman Stephens, 
Complainant, versus state of Tennessee Et lu, Defendants. 

On September 24, 1973, a copy of the letter 
and the enclosed Motion for Discovery were furnished to 
u. s. i .. ttorney Thomas F. Turley, :restern District of 
Tennessee, Hemphis. Mr. Turley stated he had not 
received any notification and that service had not been 
made on him and this letter did not constitute service 
under the State la1-,. He recommended that Mr. Baker not 
appear in Chancery Court on October 5, 1973, as requested 
and stated if necessary, a member of the u. s. Attorney's 
staff would appear and request that the complainant's 
Motion for Discovery be dismissed. 

On September 24, 1973, llttorneys Gipson and 
Tucker ·were contacted by Special Agent Joe c. Hester 
and were advised that this matter had been referred to 
the u. s. Attorney. Tp.ey advised that a similar letter 
had been directed to u. s. Attorney Thomas F. Turley. 
They also advised they had ·written a letter to the u. s. 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. c., several weeks 
ago requesting certain documents in this case and not 
having received a reply to their request, had filed this 
Motion of Discovery in the Shelby County Chancery Court. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 

ENCLOGU,"~~ 
►· . -· .. -- ----- -~ 

/ 
/ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

mllpn STATES DEPARTMENT OF JJTICE 
1!'1oERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA ON 

Manphis, Tennessee 
september 24, 1973 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN L'O"ffIER l(l.tl3, JR. - VICl'D'1 
Clllt« !Wilf§ - £9&)PIMQ' 

on september 24. 1973,. there was received at 
the office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation­
Memphis, Tennessee. a letter dated September 21., 1973,. 
addressed to Special Agent in Charge Joseph v. Baker, 
signed by Attorneys Harvey L. Gipson and Robert A. 'J.'Ucker. 
Enclosed with this letter was a co.PY' of a Motion for 
Discovery filed in the Chancery eow:t of Shelby County. 
Tennessee. in the case styled Charles QUitman Stephens, 
Co&qpla:inant, versus state of Tennessee Et Al, Defendants. 

On september 24, 1973• a copy of the letter 
ancJ the enclosed Motion for Discovrery -were furnished to 
u. s. Attorney 'l'bomas F. Turley, West.em District of 
Tennessee, MEmphis. Mr. TUrley stated he had not 
received any notification and that service bad not been 
made on him and this letter did not constitute service 
under the state law. Be .recommended that Mr. Baker not 
appear in Chancery eourt on October 5, 1973~ as requested 
and stated if necessary. a member of the u. s. Attorney•s 
staff would appear- and request that the complainant•s 
Motion for DisCOYery be dismissed. 

on september 24. 1973, Attorneys Gipson and 
Tucker were con.tacted by special Agent Joe c. Hester 
and -were advised that this matter had been referred to 
the u. s. Attorney. Tbey' advised that a similar letter 
had been directed to u. s. Attorney Thomas F. TUrley. 
They also advised they bad written a letter to the u. s. 
Department of Justice. wasbington, D. c.# several weeks 
ago .requesting certain documents in this case and not 
having received a reply to their request. had filed tllis 
Motion of Discovery in tbe Shelby county Chancery Court. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is tbe property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distribUted outside your agency. 
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FD-.~6 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

. . • I 
t! B I • 

Date: 9/27 /73 

Transmit the following in ---------c=-----,--------:---7---------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A---'-IR___,;_;.TE_L ___ _ 
(Priority) I 

-------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
ATTENTION: LEGAL COUNSEL 

J FROM: SAC,~S (44-1987) (P*) 

\, SUBJECT:~_) 

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 9/24/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies of an LHM 
dated as above. This memorandum contains a letter dated 
9/25/73 which was ad~essed to Attorneys HARVE_, L. GIPSON 
and ROBERT A. TUCKER by United States Attorney THOMAS F. 
TURLEY, JR. , WDT, Me mph is , Tenn. 

UACB, the SAC of the Memphis Office will be guided 
by the instructions of the USA in regard to his responding 
to the above mentioned Motion for Discovery. 

@- Bur-eau (Encs. 
1 - Memphis 

JCH:jap 
(3) 

Approver:l-1 

f \ Special Agent 

5 6 0C110 1973 

Sent ------M Per ______ _ 
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455-574 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNI'I:t STATES DEPAR;rMEN,T O}' JU,ICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
September 27, 1973 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Attention is called to the memorandum dated 
September 24, 1973, captioned as above, wherein it was 
reported that Attorneys Harvey L. Gipson and Robert A. Tucker, 
Memphis, Tennessee, had filed a Motion for Discovery in the 
Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, in the case 
styled "Charles Quitman Stephens, Complainant, v. State of 
Tennessee, Et Al, Defendants." 

Attached to and made a part of this memorandum 
is a letter dated September 25, 1973, from United States 
Attorney Thomas F. Turley, Jr., Western District of Tennessee, 
Memphis, Tennessee, to Attorneys Gipson and Tucker, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
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. . . • September 25 ~ l • 
/l 

Gipson&. Tucker 
Attorneys 3t: Law 
Excl1znge Building 
Memplrl.s,. Tennessee 

'-', 

Gentl2men: 

38103 

Re: Charles Q .. Stephens,.,. 
v .. 
St:t~t:c of Tennessee, et al 
Sbclby Ch:-.1ncery 72~J33c,,3 R.Dc 

The United Se.ates of America is noi: a party to the 
above suit,. nor are tbe 

'"Merrrohis Office of the Federal Bureau 
~ 

of Investigation° 
or the 

ulocal office of the Attorney General 
of the United States of Americau > 

neither of -which latter is a su:-1b le en.ti ty, so your notice 
to me that your i!l·iot:lon For Disco~1ery and Production of 
D t d T., .: .,.., T t . C • -:::• t 1 ~ n oci.m.rra.11 s an n.,__ngs ~ or __ ns!)ec :.on, opy:1..ng or 1 no ogr.ap 1J_ng 
will be called for disposition at 10:00 a.m. Friday, October 5 ► 

1973,. was a ,;:raste of your time to ~rrite and mine to read it • 

. · If and when you get your suit i..."1 such shane that it ,rould · 
be app-ropriate for me to res~ond on behalf of the United St~tes 
or any of its inst-rtnnentalities I shall be pleased to do so 
promptly: as I am c0mident the Chancellor well knows,. but I 

.... : 

·.': -;_.:~_·_::~ 

I 
, ' .. 

' ... 

.. ....... . 

2 

. "'• .... · .. 
- .. .· -~ . ;. 
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I, t: e,,,J:,cr 25 • 19 7 3 

have no intc:-.nticn of antici.patlng that eventuality Cl 

3 

Thomas Ft Turley~ Jr~ 
Un:tt0.<l St:ate.s Attorney 
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• • 
RE : JAMES EARL RAY; 

Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 10/12/73 
Transmit the following in --------:-=----:---:--------:---:--------------1 

(Type in plaintext or code) I 
I 

Via ATBTEL 
1 

/\ ,• . (Priority) I J)-..{.iy----------------------------------------- . ---L - - - - - - - -

( TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL 

FROM HIS (44-1987) (P*) 

Re Memphis airtel to the Bureau dated 10/11/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LHM I--
dated as above. This LHM contains a letter dated 10/9/73, to the 
SAC, Memphis, from attorneys GIPSON and TUCKER, Memphis, Tenn.; 
an Affidavit in Support of a Motion for Discovery and Production 
of Documents and Things for Inspection, Copying and or . 
Photographing as Amended; and a list of Documents and Things 
which attorneys Gipson and TUCKER desired to be produced. The 
latter two documents have been filed in the Chancery Court of 
Shelby County, Tenn., by attorneys for CHARLES QUITMAN STEPHENS. 

u 'L/, 
I '· 

I ; 

1 
16-Bureau (Encls fi}-~oslll.f. 

·· 1-Memphis 
JCH/mah 
(4) 

. r~-. , ______ ,.,. ·--····- .. . .. •· -~-=-----+------
.; 

' ' '· i \\ \ \ '•«·: .. 
. . \ '-'i \ ' -~1....,r..rovec1, ·-.~- .. ~.,!..\ ____ ~ ... -.➔· ...... ·,,_ __ 

e" "1 t\ 1 .. ,·· ,,.'. ;,t •::?i~ \gent ic CharG"' 
t) J :_.,; .,_ .; . :~ '. ,;:J ~J 

17 OCT 15 1973 

·.J.5.Governr,ent Prlnti11g OHice, :.'?72 - 4!:.5·574 
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RECEIVED 

Der 15 5 22 PH 1973 
i. E G.\ L C O UN S f L 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

.. 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
October 12, 1973 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Attention is called to previous memoranda in this 
matter, the most recent of which was dated October 11, 1973, 
concerning a Motion for Discovery filed in the Chancery Court 
of Shelby County, Tennessee, in the case styled Charles Quitman 
Stephens, Complainant, versus State of Tennessee, Et Al, 
Defendants. 

Attached hereto and made a part of this memorandum 
are the following three documents: 

1. A letter dated October 9, 1973, addressed to 
Mr. Joseph V. Baker, Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Memphis, Tennessee, from attorneys Harvey L. 
Gipson and Robert A. Tucker. 

2. Affidavit in Support of a Motion for Discovery 
and Production of Documents and Things for Inspection, Copying 
and or Photographing as Amended. 

3. Documents and Things requested to be produced by 
United States Attorneys Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Attorner General's Office, State of Tennessee, Shelby County 
Sheriffs Office, City of Memphis, Memphis Police Department. 

Documents two and three have been filed in the 
Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, in the Stephens 
versus Tennessee lawsuit. 

United States Attorney Thomas F. Turley, Jr., Western 
District of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised that 
since no service of any kind has been made on either the United 
States Attorney's Office or on the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, neither of these agencies is a party to this 
lawsuit, nor are they required to respond to this most recent 
action taken by Gipson and Tucker. 

ENClOSUrrE ..... 
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. ' 

HARVEY L. GIPSON 

ROB!::RT A. TUCKER 

~IPSON AND TUCKER 

~ A'TTORNEYS AT l.AW 

EXCHANGE: SUli..DING 

.MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38t03 

AC 90l-!525-6331 

October 9, 1973 

~r. Joseph V. Baker 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
167 N. Main Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 38102 

.. 
.. 

0 
Re: Charles Q. Stephens 

vs 
State of Tennessee, et al. 

No: 72333-3 R.D. 

Dear Sirs, 

Please find enclosed the affidavit in Support of 
a Motion for Discovery tand Production of Documents and 
Things £or Inspection, Copying, and or Photographing as 
amended and the enumerated list ot· Documents and Things 
requested to be produc€d. 

This affidavit and enum~erated list was ordered 
filed by Chancellor Rend upon the hearing of the motion 
on Friday, Octobers, 1973. 

Sincerely, 

GIPSON & TUCKER 

✓ 
c~~ ', ~~ --

, 
• ~ ~~~--~~:::;;,;:;.,:..:;..;;...i::._;,...~---

,,--; 
, ,,. ,, 

Enclosure-4~ 

- 2 -
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., 

• • r. 

I-N THE CHJ\NCEI~Y c01:1n OF Sl!ELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

* 

Complainant, * 

* NO: 72333-3 R.D. 
vs 

STATE OF TENNESSEE, ct ;.l., * 

Dc-fend;rnts. 
-l!· 

AFFIDAVIT IN SPPPORT Of' ,\ r,iOTION FOR DISCOVERY 
ANO pr-ornrcTI0N OF DOClJT'-lE;\:T~; .. \ND TIJ:NGS FO[? 

INSPECT JON, COPYING, /\ND CW PHOTC•v!U\PHING 
AS J\j,.1ENDf::D. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY Of' SIJELl3Y 

J, Harvey L. Gipson, resid:ing in the City of Memphis in said 

County and then hy me first duly sworn upon his oath disposes and 

says to-wit: 

... ., ... ,, 

That affiant is one of the attor-neys of record for Ccmplainc1n~~ 

Charles Quitman Stephens in the above mentioned cause and for the 

reasons enumerated herein files this h:is Affidavit in support of the 

afore mentioned motion. 

Affiant further states that neither the Complainant or the 

- Complc1.nj c1nt' s a ttcirncy cc1n secure the request eel :i nformi:\t:i on from 

any of the source~-; other than the sources cnumer2.ted in his motion 

and th~J at ~-prior h0arin0 the Complainant's attorney was denied 

the inform;.tinn ov~n though the Compl;.inant's attorney h;,d issued 

ated reasons that your affiant is cnt{tlert to tho motion snu0ht 

to-w:i 1.. 

..... -
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_, 

3. 

the w:i tn(".;s w,,s not repr0sentcd by counsel .-ind was held incom­

mun:ic:,do and under cou1·t order not to rcv00l testimony. 

4. Th;-1t s;-dd inforrn,,1 ion :is in the sole possession of Ix?fend­

ant ,111cl the otlwr p,,rt:i0s 1istc>d :in the Z1ft,,rt'or~sc1id Motion. 

5. Th;-it the sL1tern('nts arc n'lcv,\nt to the isstH?~ in this cause. 

6. Thn1 the statem0n1s are not privileged i\nd arc not within 

the work product rule. 

7. Thi\1 j t would hr •fruitless to .-.ttempt to gi\in information 

1973. 

in any other m,.nn0r other thi\n by court order. 

8. That production of statements will facilitate the trial of 

th:is causP. 

9. That denial of discovery wjll unduly hinder the preparation 

of Complainant's Ci\Se. 

10. Thc-.t production of th0 requested inform;-ition is absolutely 

necess;iry t~ the zidcqnatc present2.tion of Compla:inc\nt's case. 

11. Th,,t denial of disclosure of statements is prejudicial to 

Complainant's ahility to prove h:is case. 

12. That non-production of the requested information will im­

pair Complainant's ability to meet his burden of proof. 

Further J\ffiant saith not. 

ll/\l<VEY Lo GIPSON-AFFIJ\NT 

' Sworn to and suhscr:iJxid to before me this 5th day of October, 

NOT/\l~Y l'UBLIC 

MY Crn-lMTSSI0N EXPIRES: 

- 4 -
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• • IN THE Cll/\NCEl<Y cornn or- S!IELBY COUNTY TENNESSEE 

Complainant, 

vs NO: 72333-3 H.D. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE, et al., 

Defendz,nts. 

OOCUMENTS .'\ND THINGS 

Requested ta be Produced By: 

I 

/united States Attorney's Office 
Federal Bu~cau of Investigation 
Attorney General's Office, State of Tennessee 
Shelby County Sheriff's Office 
City of Memphis 
Memphis Police Department 

1. All signed statements made hy Charles Stephens. 

2. All oral statements reduced to writing made by Charles 

S1:cphens. 

3. Pictures identified by Stephens of the scene and the 

person cornmittin9 the assassination of l'brtin Luther King. 

4. All drawings made of James Earl Ray based upon iriformation 

given investigators by Charles Stephens. 

5. All statements, documents and other things which would 

show that information given by Charles Stephens led to the 

aYrest and cnnvictio~ of James Earl l<ay. 

6. All statements, documents and other things•either written, 

oral, reduced to writing and 0lectronic reprodudtio~s made or 

compiled from infnrmati6n given by Charles Stephens. 

7. Ictentity anct ~rldrcsses of ail inv0stigative officers which 

interviewed Charles Stephens durina their investigation of the 

assassinr1tion of :'lc\rtin Lutli0r. Kinn. 

- 5 -
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• 8. I.ist of all places, 

Stepher,'-' was :intervi0v·ed by investigation officers. 

9. Identity and addresses of all persons present during all 

interviews by law enforcement agencies of Charles Stephens. 

10. Copy of any and all law enforcements files compiled by 

any law enforcement agrncy on Charles Stephens at the time 

he gave information. 

II 

City Councilmen Individually 

1. All notes or memorandums made by the individual council­

men independantly or in connection with other councilmen 

during or after any meetings pertaining to the offer of a 

reward in this cause. 

2. All electronic rccordin<JS ;,.ny individual councilman made 

of meetings of the City Council pertaining to the offer of 

a rew2.rd. 

3. All documen1s, notes, and things the above intends to 

use as evidencc at the trial of this cause. 

III 

City of Memphis 

1. Copies of minutes of meeting of the Memphis City Council 

wherein the suhj0ct of reward was discussed for information 

leadin<J to thc arrest and conviction of the assassin of Dr. 

Martin Luther Kin(J. 

2 •. - A list of tl1e nc1mcs z.nd c1ddresses of all P2 rsons present 

at such mcctin<J or meetings. 

3. A list of the d,•.tos, times, ,,nd places of c1ll m_cetings 

referred to in #1 and the durc1tion of sc1id meetings. 

4. A list of all witnesses which the City nf Memphis intends 

to use :in thf' trial of this r,;;1ttcr. 

- 6 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5. 

graphs which d<,fentbnt intends to US(' as evidence at the 

trial. 

6. Copies of all electronic reproductions of meetings per­

tainin~ to offering of reward ~or the assassin of Dr. Martin 

Luther King. 

7. All documents, notes, and things the above intends to use 

as evidence in the trial of this cause, 

1. 

IV 

Memphis Area Chamber of Commerce 
Downtown Association 
Future Memphis Incorporated 
National Alliance of Postal and Federal Employees 

Copies of all minutes and resolutions of meetings dis-

cussing offer of rewards leading to the arrest and conviction 

of the assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King including any elec­

tronic reproducitons of said meetings. 

2. Copies of any letters of transmittal in the publishing 

of said offer. 

3. Identity of all persons present during any meeting 

concerning offering of reward with their addresss. 

4. All documents, notes and things which the above intends 

to use as evidence at the trial of this cause. 

Memphis Puhl isl1ing Company 
Commercial Appeal 

l.; All letters, memorandums and or notes received or made 

by Mempl1is Publi;::hing Company perL:iining to the• offer of 

rewards for in'orrnation lc:-,.:1:in~ to the arrest and conviction 

of the c1ssassin of Dr.' Martin Luther King. 

2. Copies of all sketches and information pertaining to offer 

of rewarrt and assassinatinn of Dr. Martin Luther King made 

by any serv.:1nt, ,,cient nr C!TJplovec' of saicl Dcfendrints. 

- 7 -
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... ., .. • ... : 
... ... ,I,. •• • ) 

or sent by certain persons offering rewards through news­

papers and copies of z,ny replies thereto. 

4. Copies of all editions of the Commercial Appeal and 

Press Simi1:ar wncrcdn any o-f:fer of rew<'l.rd wAs mAdc for 

information lcadina to the arrest and conviction of the 

assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

S. Copies of the minutes and resolutions of all meetings 

wherein an offer of the reward was discussed, authorized, 

and made. 

6. All documents, notes, and things the above intends to 

use as evidence in the trial of this cause. 

VI 

First National Bank 
Union Pl<'l.ntcrs Nationctl Bank 
Tri-State Bank of Memphis 
National Bank of Commerce 

1. Copies of all records reflecting reward accounts pertain­

ing to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

8 -
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM 

This document contains neither reconnnendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

- 9* -
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F~-36 (R-.,. 5-22-64) 
• 
... •• 

FBI 

Date: 10/11/7 3 

,I:' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------:-::----,------------------,1
1 (Type in plaintext or code) 
I 
I AIRTEL Via ________ _ 

,r 

(Priority) I 

--i-----------~-----------------------------L------- -

V 

1: ,, TO 

) FROM 

SUBJECT 

: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

~~lliWldi~HIS (44-1987) (P*) 

ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL 

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau dated 9/27/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LHM 
dated as above. This LHM contains an ttAmended Motion for 
Discovery and Production.of Documents and Things for Inspection, 
Copying or Photographing" which has been filed in the Chancery 
Court of Shelby County, Tenn., by attorneys for CHARLES QUITMAN 
STEPHENS. 

.! $,, 
I.• '·-~G\>'5 

,...;-: Kl.Bureau (Encls. 4)~ 
· LI-Memphis 

JCH/mah 
(4) 1 cc: AAG, ~DJ CRIMI> 

Date : I ~;:-~..,; 7 · 
1 

-~ 

-,.;,,~ii'\: '):) 

\ By: ___ ""'-'-·,_t_'. __ 1_ 

Ap rotl{,~~:..........,~.A,,,.,,c__ ____ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

~:; 0 U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455-574 
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RECEIVED 

Oct b 9 01 ~H lS73 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

•- • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTiCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
October 11, 1973 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Attention is called to memorandum dated September 24 
1973, and memorandum dated September 27, 1973, regarding 
a Motion for Discovery filed in the Chancery Court of Shelby 
County, '[~~~~t~;,-~~, in the case styled Charles Quitma~{'S.tephens, 
Complainant, versus State of Tennessee, Et Al, Defendants. 

Attached hereto and made a part of this memorandum 
is an "Amended Motion for Discovery and Production of Documents 
and Things for Inspection, Copying or Photographing" which has 
been filed in the Stephens versus Tennessee lawsuit. 

Assistant United States Attorney Larry E. Parrish, 
Western District of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised 
that this amended motion in,,no way alters the fact_ that neither 
the United States nor the Federal Bureau of Investigation is. 
involved in this matter, and he stated the filing of this amended 
motion requires no response on the part of the Government. 
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. . 

-;::;1PSON AND 
TUCKER 

A~F>l'.:EYS ~T LAW 

£J1:':H.ANG£ BUILDING 

"""V.O""'""S. TENN, 38103 

,;,,c SCI /625-6331 

• ,,. • 
IN THE Cl !ANCERY COURT OF SI IELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

.. 
Cf !AHLES QUITMAN STEPl!ENS, * 

vs 

STATE OF 

* 
Complainant, * 

* 
*· NO= 72333-3 Ro D. 

* 
TENNESSEE, et al. * 

* 
Def end,3. n ts . * 

./\MENDED MOT ION FOR DISCOVERY AND PRODUCT ION 
OF OOCUMENTS AND THINGS FOR INSPECTION, 

COPYING OR Pf-OTOGRAPI !ING. 

Comes now your Complainant, Charles Quitman Stephens, 

through his attorneys of record, and would respectively show 

unto this Honorable Court as follows: 

That heretofore he filed his IT!tltim1 for Discovery in this 

cause alleging his entitlement to said Discovery under Rule 34 

of the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure 1971. It is Complain-

ant's contention that all rules of dL;covery are to be taken in 

pari materia,since Rule 34 is the basis for discovery in his 

Original Motion for Discovery. and to eliminate any question, 

Comflainant brings this his Amended Motion for Discovery to in-

elude in his original motion all Rules for Discovery under the 

Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure 1971. 

WHEREFORE PETITIONER PRAYS: 

1. That all defendants herein in addition to the Memphis 

office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the local 

office of the Attorney General of the United States of 

America, the Attorney General of the State of Tennessee 

for the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit. The Shelby County 

- 2 -
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