Sheriff'g Office, and the Memphis Police Department, be
ordered by this Honorable Court to make available to your
Complainant, through his attorneys of record, all documents,
Phetographs, drawings, writings, electronic recordings, mock-
Ups, and oral statements reduced to writing and things per-
taining to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, on
April 4, 1968, and offers of rewards published in connection
with said incident, -

2. For such other, and further relief as your Complainant

is entitled.

- GIPSON & TUCKER"
Attorneys for Complainant

P
o

- e

v

M?C\(LM\ % \kkz\“’«.

FEDMN AND
LUIHER

RN AT Law

ANGE BUILDING
‘& TENN. 38103

$ir 328 8331

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



L

L d

JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

This document contains neither recommendations mor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 _
UNITED STATES “R’\ "MENT Assoc. L

Asst. Dir.:

Memorandum

Ext. Affairs _____
, é‘xlesﬁ i

>

-Mr. Franck

Inspection __3
Yo h
intell. V_,_\_]

.G. E. Malmfeldt 'Q"- i Laboratory __|

Plan. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv.
, . i X Training
sUQWCT:GEORGEJﬁEMILLAN i 7 ese! Coun.
- elephone Rm. ___

FROGMORE 1 SOUTH CAROLINA Director Sec'y _.__
REQUEST FOR DATA FROM OUR EILES ON JAMES EARL RAY ;{f'

)
. / 5_;¢ﬁ
Captioned individual called Bureau Headgquarters on
11-26-73 and was referred to Farrington of the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) Unit. Mr. McMillan advised that he
was working on a book concerning James Earl Ray which he hoped
to eventually be published by Little, Brown and Company. In
this regard, he stated that he had received various data on Ray
which he feels is accurate but which he would like to have
verified by the FBI. This information included evidence that
there was, in fact, no conspiracy involved in Ray's slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King. He would also like to verify some
information coming to his attention concerning Ray's activities
while in prison and his association with one Stumm.

The provisions of the FOIA, particularly the exemp-
tion covering investigatory files compiled for law enforcement
purposes that were not over 15 years old, were explained to
him. Although he was gquite disappointed over our inability
to cooperate with him, he claimed that he fully understood.

He stated that he would be back in touch with us some time
in the future to determine if our position on furnishing him |
data on James Earl Ray had changed.

Our files reveal that Mr. McMillan is a free-lance
writer who has contacted the Bureau on a number of occasions '
previously concerning the James Earl Ray case and various 147
civil rights investigations conducted by the FBI in the South.

As recently as January, 1971, in response to his request for
data from the James Earl Ray case, the Department advised him
that the only information which could be made available to him
consisted of documents filed on behalf of the States of
Tennessee and Missouri in the extradition proceedlngs coqsgrnlng

D COPY FILET TN

"
Fen

UNRECORD:

- .

P‘fi Rl A e

Mr. Franck ¥ s IR
Mr. Miller { / -

Mr. Gebhardt ‘;3-
Mr. Heim

Mr. Malmfeld

, 14 DEC 4 1973
g’ ’
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G. E. Malmfeldt to Mr. Franck memo
Re: George McMillan

Ray in the British Court. Since it was the Department's
intention to make those limited papers available in the
future to authors, publishers or members of the public who
wished to inspect them, Mr. McMillan was invited, by the
Department, to review those documents only.

RECOMMENDATION::

For information in the event Mr. McMillan contacts
the Bureau in the future.

¢ o) )
N @/{/ R et
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FD-36 (Refs5-22-68)

FBI
Date: 12/28/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

14

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P%)

s~

o -~

SUBJECT: ‘ MURKIN

v e 289

Re Memphis teletype to the Bureau dated 12/27/73.

Enclosed for the Bureau are two photostatic copies
of a Petition for Temporary Restraining Order and two photo=
static copies of a complaint, both documents filed in U. S.
District Court, MDT, Nashv111e, Tennessee, on 12/27/73, by
JAMES E., RAY,

ard
No other action being taken at this time, however,

contact will be maintained with USA, Nashville, and further
developments will be properly sunmltted to the Bureau.

e
L
\(2%) Bureau (Enc. 4
Memphis

WGR:d1s
(4)

58 JAN 5 1974 \

Approved: M
Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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Z. That an article in the, Tennescean, dated Dec. 22nd 1972, sugge
3 ’

. ®

their is 2 move afoot by Federal % State bureaucrats to surreptitio

‘ * . : - IR -
enpt a removal of petitioner from his present jurisdiction, without reguer

due process of Law, to a Federal rnental institution in, Sprimgfield, Missouri.

6. That the State of, His:oufi, not the IFdderal Governnent, has alleged suc-

ceeding jurisdiction over petitioner.

received a back injury approxiiately tairty (30) days ago
from standing or sitting in excess of tem (10) minutes at
a time, the nature of which would preclude his being tranzfered-a substantial

distance without the rossibility of irreprable ovhysical harm being. done.

8. That petitioner has received insdquate treatment for said back injury and

kY

a transfer to Federal Jjurisdiction would obsecure the negligence, if

¢

ween Federal & State authorities.

’
VEREFORE, vetitioncr v»rays the honorable court issue orders restraining the
defendants from‘transfering vetitioner beyon the instant court's jurisdiction,
until a hearinz can be held? a2s said reported trancfer would result in inn-
ediate & irreprable lezal 3 physical damage to petitioner; that the gourt
also ovarlook technical errow herein~ until vetitioner can retzin counssl

)

.wvhich hs ic in the process of doing- since retitionzr is demied use of the

prison Law library.

Resrpectfully submitted:

plaintiff/ petitioner

Station-A
A. Block
MNashville,Tenn, 37203.
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IN THE UNITD STATSS DISTRTCT COUKT,

MIDDLE DISTRTCT OF TRUNTSSER

HASHVILLE DIVISION FLLEDR
g

JAMES E. RAY, G5477 - - LEC QT 1T

Plaintiff

VSe

MARK K. LUTTRELL, Commlssioner

of Corrections, State of Tenn. ;

JAMES H. RO0SE, Warden, Tenn.,

State zrison.

ROBERTY V. MORFORD, Dep. Warden,

Tern., State prison.

-
.

DAVIL M., PACK, Attorney General

_for, State of Teun.

W, UEYPY HAILE, Asst. Attorney

;
General for, State of Tear. ’ . . o,
defs. b .
®

coswocescecescseoesceccsdfdecvaoooscerreioe © 0@ 00O 59O S LSS IV OB EOOS T OEEIIOIINLe

[ 4]

COMPLATNT
1. ALLECATION OF JURISDICTION:

(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the herein

upon the amount in recovery.

Plaintiff, ac;ing oro se, is a citizén of the

"operation of law" in the subject matter; defendant, Mazik H.

(hére-in—after; Luttrell) is a citizen of the State ol Tennessce; defandant,

James H. Rose (here-in-after, Rose) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee;

defendant, Robert V. llorford (here-&m-after, Morford) is a citizen ol the

Stzte of Tennessee; defendant, David !, Pack (here-in-after, Patk) is a

citizen of the State of Tenness dnnt, W.lenry Faile (herc-in-afler,
o

Haile) is a citizen of the State of Tenuessee.

The matter in conirovarsy excends, curclusive of interest and costs, the sum

of ten thousand dollars.
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wveen July 1tth 19453
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\
security mediczl attontion was deliyed vhen resnired,
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cection = nl:L: ff for rurvedllenc: thelr vwpo ZblOVe ovirsgs
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with pacumonia.

7. Taat Lhe oforc:eationzd coniriunenen
into oncintion by the rocvernnent to ervate thc Trisontr
{sic) inpors bis sudlity

ana, or, induce o :niliy
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Jeo itraiulino $iiled PCrinc rad thie Le )l Lreocosy® cxoading
cumtvn olaer el rrocesses, fasbituticanlined

tire State 1a the coniiucient area to influszce ¢

tricla

-“ N
(R0

mevers 0n

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

hoo

thnce

Prof.

ctuoant

...'X' ¥




tamEer Noyearaens

abeut Tovenber 1240 1.0 Abtorus orey FoTenan

rlalnbiil)
Jrecenlong

wiorncy

4
vil 2

‘11 Thnt czid Percy Forcneon nidezn
mnentiones
in'that h:

concitions

¥

wador for ais orn (Toronemts) o
sousht By the onroscention tucicin (-

o Sther trens reorions

urt wocunentcn

. o S
1987 Att,

-

written documant to ni -

on Dcecemi tho txiel conrt

viile Laanertn
Thet no or

v

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Leatdors Falo, of Fortoclic fiabeeg in rurt el

o

{they uniznota Lo enid cliceat expbered tnls porol oo

"‘ilv,}' \.-.f "L.‘

g 10
coirtine

Ve e

L <+ - . D .
LGl LJOVALARD v o o PoTaiina

an Fe ‘u“m Y

tic

Sco Sxhildte )

IR SR AR s ape B
wotricl Gouot wore L3

nnrctaiore

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




r

4. That in testirony given under oath in Movemkexr 19459 beforc the U.3,

Lis. Ct. for the ¥.D., of Tenn., 'fenvhis division {case no. $9-199),said

Percy Foreman in ef{f2ct adnitted he defrauded the trial court =an

clieat (nerein »laintiff) in the aforemsntioned cr. indictment

> - .
the motious he (Foraman) filed, cited in count 12 herein abcve, by test-

1fying in s52i¢ Dis. Ct. that he & client (Ray) hed verbally

Toznary 19429 to enter a guilty Jlea to szaid cr. Zmdictment. (

15. That rlaintiff as defendant in said cr. indichrent furnished

Percy Foreoan with various items of inforaxcation pursuaﬁt to & jury tria}
therein, irncluding owne thone nuxber in the, Ratom Touge, Louicia

arez which he (Foremar) either 1) Iegelected to Znvestagate )2

tg;atéd and sunvressed the results thereof 3) Ffurmished said inforaation
to the drosecution % his legal associate, the late dJokn J. époker sr.

of the lashville bar or, &) availed said informatfion to his (Forenan's)

B *
Yiterary confideats, Tilliam Fratford Huie & Gerald Franl.

iG.That suhsequsnt to »nlaintiffts plea to tﬁe aferernsntioned cr;
nent (oa a

’
fora of two (2) vhone zumbers in the, Zaton Rouze % Ilew Orleans,
of, Louisiana, information- incluéing that furnished said, Percy
to the late Z.7. Osborn jr. of the, llashville, tar to have investacated.
mir. Csborn rerorted the resident listed under tizes, Baton Rouge, rphone
numier was 2 narisi official under the influence ©f a Teamstier linion
officisl i the Zaton Rvugs zr=2; tha he resident listed under the,

‘New Crleans, zrea was- among otker things - an agent of a Yideast org-

<

anization distressesd becouse of Dr, fartin Tuther Xing's r

death, »utlic sumnort of the Palestine Arab causze.

would procduce exhibit tc indicate State zgencies, in-
cluding the exnu. Attorney General's offi wvere conversant of the .

fer-ichat g=id, Perecy Foresan, cited iw oeounis 15 2, 1€ Lerein
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That the pleintiff is entitled to exinzlary damages

endants should be taught that their hereincbove describe d oneratio=z is

"reduznont and violetive if prublic policy as evidenced among o
”

oy Uationzl péliticial fi;urcé % Yedia eoditorialiste not infrequsentily
agers at "h t they alle;e~%o be ineg
fuktherrore, t
to resort to the soume legnl ta
rriscner under onrressive confinemagt cond-
itions as they do in controversial cr. sults, i.e., procrastin

-~

years btefore a final adjudication, a tactic which C.J. ¥
a public address on Seprt. 20th 1973 refered to as "...forcing
defendants) to va essly while merories grow dim and witnesses move

or die.

-~

Z4. Taht as : ! result of the defendaatls tactics and their »red-
ecessbrs plaintiflf has not only been falsely inpriscned for a crize ke
dida't co:n as interrreted under the Anglo-Americen Dxtradition

and therein’ sutjected to unnecessarily o»» en orniitisns
but several of tﬁoes 21legedly rerresenting him, particularly said Percy
Forerman, have also exploited.this confinenent situtation for ;er;anal %

prosectorial interests.

VEZERETORE, »lzintifl demznéds a judzuen ruanitive
danages of five huncdred %thousand dollars; and prays the honora®le court
overloslit any technical deficientcies in this comdlaint until Cournsel can

prefect sane since »lcintiff is denied accest to the prisen

and (sic) coannot research reredial Law.

tation-A

Liashville,Texun.37203.
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By TIEONORTE SHABAD
" hg New York Timcs News servico

AMOSCOW — The public re-
cantation by two Soviet dissi-
dents has renewced the Issue

of political coniessions that
Wwas dramatized by Arthur
- Keoshise i hiz 1849 nevel
_ “Pavkaess al Moon,”

The hasle question fs, what
st of  ciroumslances  can
possibly  induca presumably
srrongwitle diszentors -
political opposition in the Se-

viet Unien is not for the weak
15 avow such a total ehange
mind and hoart as Vikler
A. Keasin and Pyotr Yawir
did at a widely publiciend
news conicrence Wednesday.

Yakir, a 30-vear-oald
historian, znd Krasin, a 44
ycsr-old econom ist, re-
Mterated testimony civen at
their trial the previous weck
that they had damaged the
interests of the stale oy

+ pud a an underzround
typowritten  newsictler, 1ae
* weil-known Chronicle of Cur-
" rent Evenis, and by main-
L taining Jinks with anti-Soviet
. organizatios abraad, '

“1 would ke to emphasize,”

said Yakir, the son of a pro- .
" of 12 years.

minent gencral purged under
. Stalin, “that it was not fear
of punishment that led me
lto scknowledge my guilt and
to recant, but realization of

LS J
L i o

o ———— s
0 W0

- /GA?)LﬁA44a~,~,'

the harmfulness of my acts,
a reatization that did not come
overnizht, but after long soul-
soarching.”
Krasin,
sama even lone,

Neatat sl
Dehind the Nows

3 rebigaysed text, 1R 3 Elae
of klem ights befere taore
than #0d Sovict and foreign
newsmen, sald:

Wi want tae  Soviet snd
foreirn public to kuow that
our behavier in the inmvestiza-
ticn and of (he drisl was the
result of a rethinking of our
past ervors that ted us to
these crimes, and that aay
supgestion of the use of
pressare, {hreals or ittegal
nethods against us is devoid
of all foundation,”

There is obviously o imme-
diate way of cstabiisiing
whother the metamorphosis of
the two men is genuine or
a carclully disguised sham
desioned to earn a reduced
sertonce for their dissident
activities. They were given
a term of three years’ confine-
ment to be followed by
anather three years' endorsed
rosidence in a remole pare
of the country, instead of tho
maximum combined sentence

speaking in- the
as if reciting

§ Alihoigh the sincerity of
their. repudations necessariy
remains. an open question,
enouglt is known - from :the

T

o aes
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i
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Stalln purges to suduest that
day-in, day-out eajehrg and
irtimidation ewn  gradudlly
wear duwn the psyehelagical
resistance of a prisoner, a3
Koostier has shown in his
book.

Similar metinds were
ia the controversial “explanas
qtion” sessinng at the ¢nd of
(Re Korean was in lawp idad,
when  Chinese and  Notd
Kureans sought tu persyade
Communist prisaners ol war
to choose repalriation,

The method appears 1o have

been  particulorly cffective
when useid by skillzd
rogaloys eperating with a
weli defined ideniegival frame-
work and appealing to the
sense of patrinlism, the feel-
it ol loyally to ene’s coun-
try, and moral obligation ‘o
feliow citizens, .
. The impact produced by a
carefnlly  focuzed ideological
persuasion might he {uriher
enhanced by playing
“personal  weaknesses of the
accused. Yakir, for exampie,
was kisown to De a heavy
drinker, and soine dissidents
have surgested that he gave
information to interrogators
only after having beea
hospitatized Lwice for depriva-
tion of alcohul.

Reported  interrogations of
members of Yekir's family,
including his daughter,
Ikrina, may also have played
.a role in persuading Yakir to

fat
iner-

ey, e e
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used

on 2ny-

enoperate with tie authoritics.
Altheuph thers appears to
bo some superlicial similarity
botween the Yan
caniations and the pub
fossiuns of thn greal
purge irials, there are
sigmificant differences.

The in the tricls

defondants

that ware 3
aally deglaped to hava boen
withous foundatien,

Yakir and Krcs cn tha
other hand, were weil tmosn
as poiieial P2 3
ab loacy seme of the activities
they row daciare to have been
such as mechings v
forcizners, can be = e
roburated by any of i@
weslorn pewsmen who recsive
od dizsident news jtems from
then. ’

But the tantalizing guesior
of what maokes such men
cant still leaves unansw
the breader issue of why !4
Saviet Union feels compelie
to ruot out ils liny dissden
groip.

The appareatly overwhelmn.
ing precccipation with even
the slichuest political opposi-
tian scems to reflect an inner
fnsecurity and a fear thas
disaffection may spread and
ultimately undermine the

Tamiite  mmd
WONiLs, end

llegs

Oy

o

P

- &

struclure of the Soviet system, . )
‘as  Bow .conceh'ed by its

Jeaders.

A




Trevemne to be Gertved from the writings of W, Bradford
[{uic. These ave my own propevty anconditionally,
However, you have hecetotore duthorized and reguesled
me to negotinfe a plea of guilty if the State of Tenuessee
through its Distiict Atiorney General and with the ap-.
proval of the trial judge would waive the death penalty.
You agreed {o aceept a sentence of 99 years. .

It is contemplated that your case will be disposed of
tomorrow, March 10, by the above plea and sentence. This
will shorten the trial considerably. Tn consideration of
the time it will save me, T am willing to make the follow-
ing adjustment of my fee arrangement with you:

If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted and no’

embarassing civenmstances take place iu the court room,
I am willing to assign {o any bank, trust company or in-
dividual seleeted by you all my receipts under the abeve
assiznment in excess of $£165,600.00. These funds over and
above the first £163,000.00 will be held by sueh bank, trust
company or individual subject to your order.

1 have ecither spent or obligated myself to spend in ex-
cess of $14,000.00, and I think these expenses should be
paid in addition to a $130,000.00 fee. I am sure the ex-
penses will exceed $15,000.00 but T am willing to rest on
that figure. '

Yours truly,
/8/ Perey Foreman
/s/ James Farl Ray o

PF-4

or

gl -
Exhibit 4

(11/22,69)

Shelby County Jail
Memphis, Tennessee

/
Novembor 12, 1968 (I/

Ifon. Phil Canale, Jr.
District Attorney Ceneral
Shelby Comity Court Ilouse
Memphis, Tennessce

Sherttt William Morris
Shelby County Court House
Mewphis, Tennessee

Judge W. Preston Battle
Cireuit Judge

Shelby Connty Cotirt House
Memphis, Tonnessee

Gentlemen:

. . . .
You are holding as evidence in the case of The State of

Tennessee v. James Farl Ray a 1967 White Mustany anto-

. . . >
mobile and a Remington rifle. I have this dav assizmed

and by this letter do here now assign them to Perey Fore-
man, my attorney, of Iouston, Texas, as his p;'opcl't)'
absolutely. At the conelusion of my trial, he will request
delivery of these items to him or his order. This is vour
authorization and my request that you give them to -him.

Réspcctt'ully yours,

~ /s/ James Earl Ray
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December 18; 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

o

THE COURT: Alright, lr. Foreman, I'beiieve»aboui a month
ago I askéd you to give me a report cn your
progress in the matter about this tire.

- MR, FOPEMN/N: " Yes, your Honor. Mey it please the Cowmrt ,.
vhen I ceme into this case on the 10th of !-'owemﬁer,
the afternoon, I had no intention or plens or T

expecteticns of being, I wa; .cor:mitted to ramy

" ..~ Courts, however, it came to me es T¥ duty boglh

to my profession and to my man, to accept tlve

_case. I have spen;c most of the tire, rore then
:three fourths of the 'time since I wes cormitited
to this to arrenge ry docket so thet I would
have time for this case. All of the Courts in

. Mexas both Federal snd State have ceferred tto

i
'
'
1}
t
t
H
'

ry responsibvilities in this case. However, the
first two weeks of the effort from the 12tk of |
November, meybe a few de&s longer than tha.t.;
" . were dedicated to cttempting to get the results
? of the investigation of the co'unsél in the
case gheed of myself. I eventuaily received
e trencmittal of what reported to be en imrwes~

tigation accompenied with a Jetter steting that,

of course most of the {investigation is in %he

. .
oo ST
gt K

T IY

s g s Sl A B s cone

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/
" mind <;r the lawyer and the, regardless of what
) may hz;.ve been stated or may have been printed -
. eboﬁt the case'being ready for trisl, youwr
ﬁonor, {n my experience end my Juigment, the ’
case was not end is not and will be a niraclke
4¢ 14 is ready for trial on March 3rd. I
ves furnished a list of some 360 witnesses
_-lllﬁ‘ ~' (.;--: -.'by-the-.'prosccution. I was told that 90 to
" 95 vould probadly de sll that would be used

o “* but I was not given the names of those 90 1o

o 95 so that I am rglegated to attempting to .

contact and-I have made arrangenents to thst
' end to the be#t of ny ebility, your Hondr..

May it plesse the Court, tere is no moncy V.
whétever availeble in this case for either '
o 'mvéstigating expenses 61‘ ettorney fees &8 gt .
. now. There have been numeroﬁs offers by
’ :~_ i)ublications, magazines and vr.’-x'cers to umBer-

write the fees of this d'e.:fcnaa.nt but most of
. them have a hook in the.m.- I em not willisg
gt this late period of my 1ife to prostitate
. a principles that I hold dear in defense of &
t.horough case to a pandering press end 1%
" mey be that _there will be an arrengement
under ;orhich these can be availebl? but ey

i '3id not induce me to come {nto this case and

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



, .
that have %o b;: énsverea under oath so raise
* your right hend, "Do you solemnly swear that
. Iyou will truthfully Azmsver t'he questions
as‘kcd you~ sbout your indigency at this tine?™

‘DEFEND/NT:  Yes, Sir.

T HE COU?J.": Alright, you can put dovn your hand. Do

you have any money or property avalladble to

‘ peke aveileble for the investigation of your

> .

case and Tor the expenses of SO investigeting?

P

'DEF'ENDAI?T: No, Sir.

' gEE COURT: Alright, you cen be seated., .

MR, DWYER:  Your Konor, do ve have the right to ask hin .

'.a.ny questions sbout his indigency? . <

THE COURT: lNo, Sir, I cen handle that myself.

MR, DWYER: Thank you, your ;Ionor. ;
-THE COURT:  Mr. Forcmén, I think the reqﬁiremen‘bs of
_ this case are peculiar in that as I cbserved
_-once before we have scme 360 poter;tial witnesses.
4 They sre scattered over lorth America and Europe;
" You es I understand it practice slone. i
MR. FOREMAM: Yes, your Honor. 4
. THE COURT: I think that we have here one of the fimest
Public Defender's Offices as I know anythimg
tbout. They heve the necessary expertise
end the necessary policy of ‘any I knovw of.

They don'st merely put up a token defense.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HIE SLEW THLE DREAMER

the psychiatrists in Missouri who had examined Ray stoldt me:
*From what we know of him it's hard for us to bedieve he was
capable of the initiative requiz ed to conmit such a crime. We have
to believe that he was dirccted.” ’

So in what I wrate in September | sapported concpiracy. My

articles were vselul in that T prosented Ray as ot human heing, aad
T revealed places be had been and things he had done whida the
FBI Jidn't know abont. ‘The T-B) dido’t even know that he fad
plastic surgery until 1 told them. But all that doesn’t justily my
mistake of plugging conspiraey. Sure there may have heen con-
spiracy in the strictly lopal sense that one or two oilier wen sy
have had prior knowledge. Bt not in the sense that so sany peo-
ple want to believe, or that 1 imphied.
““Now'l wish that I had never gone into this case at all. A 3et of
nonsense is being talked about the value of my rights to ~ihe
story.” The story is of refutively littie value beeause it's onty the
story of another Oswald, auother Sirhan, another twisted nut who
Kills a famous man to gt en television, That's all there is & it
I'm going to complete a book for what it's worth, and tryv te pre-
sent a true picture of a twisied nut and all the damage he cam do,
But far from making any moncy, 1 doen't expeet to get back what
1 will have spent. :

And speaking of mistakes, T believe vou've made one. This is
not your sort of case. You let them get you to Memphis sdwre
the old fire horse coul!n't resist another race to the tire. But ameck
after you begin trying to work with Ray you'll know that there
is no defense. and you'lt be as sick of the cuse as Hanes was. You
did Art a favor by replucing him; you just haven't realized # yet.

LR I IR S B
.- :

Mr. Forcman liked my threc-way contract with Ray. AR he
wanted was for Mr. Hanes to pet out so he could have what Mr,
Hanes had had. “I like the idea of owning 60 pereent of onc of your
books,” he said, “while you vwn only 40 pereent. So vou get Hancs
out and Iet me in, then, poddam it, get to work and write us a good
book and makc us a good movic and iake us some money.”

“I don’t mind you having thie money,” § said. “But your cfient
hasn’t mct his obligations. T want to know how, why and whem hic
decided to kill Dr. King.”

“He may be incapable of telling anybody that,” Mr. Foseman

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MAIN AT RUSK

.

Mr. James
Shplbj Cowat
Mempiiis, T
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IN THE CRIFINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTI, TENGESSEE

-« pivision III

STATE OF TE!

. . Vse. No. 1661&5 and Yo. 16819
JAMES EARL RAY, A

’ Defendant

+ wme, wEme

T0 SAID HONORABLE COURT: o _ ,
.OOEES NON,'James Earl Ray, Defendant in the above styled

. éand numbered causes presently pendinv on the docket of this

' Gourt and files this Motion to Permit a photographer of his

selection to take photographs of said defendant ‘for the pur -

pose of obtaining funds with which to prepare for the trial of

his case or cases; and, in support of said "otion, would res - -

u‘pectfully show said Honorable Court: T
L ' N

Defendant s advised that there is a commercial value io

. " ‘

" a series of pictures if they can be made available as exclucive

to a picture mégazine and that this value is respectively either

$3,000.00 or §5,0C0.00.

II.

That there is insufficient money available.tp bring neceésary

;.witnesses fron other States and other Countries, unless this re-

" quest be granted. That, if granted, all such monies derived froxz

~ the sale of said pictures, will be expended in the actnal prepa-

That Defen-

_ration for trial and the trial of said case or cases.

dant is wvithout funds or monetary rescurces with which to preparc

his case properly for trial, unless these funds te made avallable,
T ' III. § o
o Defendant says that the taking of a great number of photo -

<. ﬁraphu will be necessary in order to obtain the two or three dozen

Ot d ¢ that would comprisc the selection for publication, and this would

-,

S rcquixc a considerable period of time for the phetoprapher to e

Ex&"" r . ";A..' o o ’ - '."»_'“'; '." '“ . _"" N '-".:' ‘.

- o
mres . t..‘-\....
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STATE OF TENNESSTE
LT Nse Dt NOS. 16645 and 16819
) ,JAMES EARL RAY BRI o

THEIR cO: P'VJK”TF' B’ TH? SL\FB Gt T}
TO SAID HONGRABLE COURT: ' S
COMES NOW, James Earl Ray, Defendant in the above styled
and numbe;ed cauéec and files this Yotion to Designate Court
chorters'and to enter an order that will prp&ide for the pay-
\;ﬁent of their fees by the State of Tennessee; ahd, in support
of.sa}d motion would respectfully show the Court as follows, to-
Wity - . TR
L Said Dcféndaht hés heretofore testified in open court to |
tho.féétbtﬁat he is an indigent person and has been so adjud-
~ dcated by this Court; and, pursuant to said finding this Court
~ has appointed the Public Defender of Shelby County to act as
" eounscl for gaid Defendant. Co—counsei, Percy Foreman, adrit -
kted for the pﬁrpoée of appoaring in the above cases has received
no fcc and does not contemplate that he will receive any ,uch
feo.for his appearancc hertine.

e _ ir. | .

.  This motion is.filcd pursuant to the provisions of the Ten-
ﬁﬁ%qce Code of Criminal Procedurc, Articles hD-?029 through.ho-
20&3, inConiVL, thc same biing Chaptcr 221 of thc Sesions Lavs

- of the Legislature of the State of Tennessce, Acts of 1965, which
give the Court the powcr nnd authority to 5rant all of the relief :
Dcfendﬁnt, ake the granting of uuch rclie; rmndatory., 53:,f”
s f;i':;f”'t,[fii CUTIT. it

e, . el Dy PP P T
R O - . .. T .

AR S (ot el
SRS (‘3.01};1@{’ .'*

> . AR ' . .
B U P L AR T IR U SRR S o S U SR SN
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description of this defendant at all end
.vould‘be very material evidence if f wvere
onithe Jury and I think the Trial Judges
‘end trial lewyers wouldhknoy‘that such
material testimony'would be maferial and
we think we are entit;éd to produce it
the only weay ghat we can. I will get to
" the $5,000 in = minute, your Honor.

_ THE COURT: I inegine we will get to a ﬁumber of

- things in a few minutes.

MR. FORDMAN: At eny rete, I will dispose of that

. N
&t this time. Your Honor, that $5,000

is on depé;it in a bank'in another, in a
'trus£ fund and the expense of this cese
ir it were té cene within,_from.the défense
standpoint, if if vere to come uithin the.
“$5,000, ?t would be séme merit to the érgu—
ment of lr. fwyer but the expense, acéual
out o? pocket expense for the triel of thié
_'-éase, if wve are relegated to bdbringing wit-
nessés here for the defense &lone, will rug
¢ $50,000 cr $100,000, your Honor, and
. Intend to report to the‘Coﬁrt end to
the Court cancelled checks for cvery 1
of expense Iin this case 1 the.Court.

recelve end review them Yeceuse T »eot it

gaid at the conclusion of thlz frisl “hat

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. f:  “II, .
, / .
l;.{‘_gghnqﬁ ;ggg}yg-unytb}ng‘for ry pert of
| s'ga;qinnd‘it is tnycrthat this 55,000
" thet he spcakb of waus3 perid. Ip was due
under a previous contract betwecen the
.previous atforncy, the defendant and Mr,
Fuie and lr. Hule asked permission to
pey it but that's all thut_hps been pald,
| your Honogf
. ;.rgai?n to belicvc that an/thiro clse will
o be paid; It was elre ady accunu]atcd It
vas due undcr this centract to have teen
paid Deccmbcr,the 12th and it wves peid
. &S soon ae‘wc would perﬂlt ir. Huie to .
'}. do it. Tlow, that's the $5,000. It will

pot go anywhere near the compensation.

_° Actually, we already have accunulated

: 1 &lleged bills more than twicg what the

$5,000 vould amount to. MNow, going oh
q;{t§ the other witnessesAhcre, we don‘ﬁ,
'Ei;ve at le;st HOpe this Court doecs not

4 . .

5picking our cue from the argument of

f‘: ¢ the progecuting attorncj, believe that

anybody can prove any fact either from

thc Mis souri State Penitentiary or else-

where that we are relega tcd to uwhat the

pro ccution be]icvc, will be a favoradle

vitness to prove ;hut fact. Vc are, we
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E to vake darly reports ‘turned over to his
counscl. l thlnk the Statc of Tcnncsscc Is “f :
- alot nearcr bankruptcy than anybody rca!lzcs.
- becausa that will break anybody.' l thlnk
Court rcportcrs and thls Is no reflcct!on c:nl
~-anybody, but | thlnk that the reason that we*Qc
got machnncs now, Is because they pr!cad them-‘v
~'> se!vcs out of the marLet and the avallable
: money for reportlng cases for lndlgents, théw
only way Tt could be done vias by use of thesz
fl mach!nes. So, l think that we are golng io i

"have to clarlfy and solve the status of

. Mrs. Otwell. nrs.fOtwétl was hired while

Wr. Hanes was !n the case and vhile moncy

was frcch flowlng from Hule to Ray to Hanns,A'

® . L% K

" Now, Mr. = srncc that tlme, well “Nr. Ray

has gotten up In Court and sworn that he wa

!ndlgent “and ‘he had no money to provtdc for
, his defense. Stace which time It has further
been compTrcated by a payment of $5,000. co”

N - to you, fir. Foreman, as | undcrstand !t by
: R B e
'/» T e tinTerRUPTED) Co T

MR, FOREMAN: To my control, your Honor, but not to

me, to Mr. Ray. |l wouldn't accept It.

m
. e . -

‘”~. THE COURT: | sec. Well, that's that and !t's fyuriher

‘
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Q. Your convcrsatiou with Judge Batt

you tola hi..‘.\at you w an‘ccl to Ge, “was L’ in }u' v

Lhcxe in V~" his?

A

.
.

siy or cight times.

0. Now, when aid you first receive mency £rc

‘Mr. Huie through Mr. Ray?

A. Y aién't receive money frow tir, Huie thrc

e, Ray. I rgcclvod a check payable to hr. Ray, I think Lh

29th of January. WaxL, I have a copy of vy rcccmp-.

0. VYas that the first chccm

. .
T e b veis w2 g

"% "A. There were tvo checks. I think the Iic
was January 29%th and the othcr'ih'Fébruary. 1f you wil 1"v

- . -

a mlnu»e I will give you the dates. I think
here, copices of the rcccxpts. Hexre is &me of t\en.
the first $5,000 check, Mr. william Braﬂfoid nuic

1540 on Januaxry 29 1969 I rccclvcd Lhn sccond check,

1544, on the 18th of February. Both of Lhem were Qe

-

) Citizen's Bank of Hartselle, Alabama.
) Q. ©On what date did Jam=s Earl Pay ente¢
plea of guilty? ) . " * .
3 ' -

A. X think it was March 10,

Q. On what dat

. A
¢ . - .,

pl . <

cea

P \\\\\ 1

o
e e mimmmre e feiasm s e mn s e . . . . [PPSR
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ree s

Te Amb.r T

letter sgylng you could w1thdraw Lrom the case lf yon <vntc_

case with e 2y one of them?

1t in wrl.;ng,‘ D S SCC,

tween Lhcn m'lu. Jﬁth,v - I‘cb*‘uary l.,, b .h.() hvm o latto

rebruary lﬂLh ho vrote me & lehtnr asking ne to or con

what vie hud already agrccd on vcloally.:

3

1, 0. pid Mr. Jamcs Rt 1rl Ray cvcr sen d you a

2

to because of - ﬁny polit 1cal or flnanCLal reas ows’

A, - No, noﬁhing was evey said about my with-

drawing from the casc except after it had got here t

from having plcaded gﬁilty and his being transferred

Tennessce State Penitehtiary. I received some kind of coi-

PUniCuthU {rom hlm, I bcllcve,_as ng ne to tara no fur':h"

action as his attorney.' I don't know whether it was & tclc-

gram or a letter, ’ o et e~~~
’ - s . : . ’ - ’ : . \x
Do you know forrer Justice Tom Clark?

. -

Very wcil.

And you know former Attorney Gencral Ramsc

- 7 o . . . L -

I know him. Not quite as well as I <o
I used to room with Tomn. _ | '
i ) ) R

Q. Have you ever discussed the Janmes =z St

. -

. No - let ne s;e. X on't Lno
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o
. Tounes B State Jleuitentiory
. STATION A © NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37200 |

August 1, 1972

Mr, James Earl Ray
#65477 '

vaya
J. H. Rose, Warden‘?}{?ki o
Tennessee State Prison P :

Robert Moore, Warden széz}al//;“f

- Brushy Mountain Prisg I

After reevaluating the decision to rfelease you to
the generel population, this is to'notiry you that yom
will be placed back into protective custody in Unit #5
because of the following reasons:

(1) You have an attempted escape from Missouri
. State Penitentiary, ' '

', #(2) Attempted escape on two (2) occasions from
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary,

Vhen érushy Mountain is reopened and you are tramsferred
back to that facility, vour status will be reevalualed by that
institution in regard to letting you into population.

JHR/RM/bjm

~ cc: Commissioner Luttrell
Assistant Commissioner Bass
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( /mrﬂmf _ ) . tndhe. evvrrer

;oA »
t

“January 9, 1973

Mr. Jam2s Ear! Ray
- #65471

Confinement :
~ Tennessee State Prison
Nashville, Tennessee

Dear Mr. Ray:

Governor Dunn has asked me to acknowledge the
recelpT of your letter of January 2, 1973 relevant

to your tfreatment while confined in The State prison
system.

S

. Please be advised that the Governor has naver
personally directed any of the alleged Plsfreafwenf
you complain of.

: The Governor has the utmost faith and confidence
In the ability and integrity of -his Commissioner of
Corrections, the Honorable Mark Luttrell; and he has taken

"the liberty to forward a copy of your letter to
Commissioner Luttrell for his complete and thorough
investigation.

With every good wish, | am

Sincerely,
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@ State Jleniteatiarg '
STATION A ® NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 3?203

June 27, 1973

MEMORANDUM

. TO: James Earl Ray 65477
: © Unit 1

FROM: Robert V. Morford, Deputy Wardeng,\u
SUBJECT: Exercise Privileges

P R R I N R o A
+« < &

Your memorandum of June 24 concerning your recreational
privileges has been forwarded to my attention. There

are several residents beside yourself who are offered
exercise in the smaller enclosure rather than the larger
yard, and it is not factual that a different set of rules
applies to you specifically, 1In regards to your statement
that "about once every three days" you are offered the
opportunity of going to the smaller yard, the Facts

do not support your statement. g

A log is maintained on each resident in Unit 1 #o

' indicate when they exercise or when they are ofZered the
opportunity of exercising., This log book, in regards
to your situation, reveals the following:

1) On June 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 20, 21, and 22 you were
not offered the opportunity to exercise.

2) On June 3, 6, 9, 10, and 11 you did exercise in the
smaller yard, .

*3) On June 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, =nd 26

L]
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Page 2

you were offered the opport
to do so.

unity to exercise and refused

'The fact that you have been restricted to your cell in

regards to exercise privileges has been your choice and
"not the Administration's,

RVM/md

[y

. .ec: Mr, Robert Childress
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FB®
Date: 12/27/73

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

-

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P¥)

-

i

FROM:

SUBJECT 2 ~MURKIN
AN ‘
\\\
Enclosed for the Bureau are original and one copy
of a newspaper clipping from the ''Commercial Appeal,' a Memphis,

Tennessee, daily newspaper, for 12/27/73.

This office has received no information regarding
JAMES EARL RAY's having filed any motion in the USDC at Nashville
Tennessee. Memphis will maintain contact with appropriate
court officials and with the USA, Nashville, and will promptly
advise the Bureau of any additional developments.

LEADS :
THE MEMPHIS DIVISION
AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
Will maintain contact with the USA and with thekc;mf}iee/
of Judge L, CLURE MORTON regarding any motion filed by J S
EARL RAY indicating thAt he was involved with others in a
conspiracy to murder TIN LUTHER KING.

LY

/! 5 e
1 - Bureau (Encs. 2JNCLOSURE REC 27 %,"/ ]}(g/é / /57 //’__L’;

1 - Memphis

JCH:cjs
(3)

e e —

e

“ERCLOSURE ATTAGHER,

> 5 Pa
RE.¥p 5 v
1 \ %
. .
A 3 ot e ot S -~ 3 !
: 2 o e d
§ : i
/ ’ ¥

Approved:? ' M Per

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574

D4 JANY
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FD-35Q (Rev. 7-1

6-63)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

—_—

TV Station Says Ray ~ |
Named Others In Plot

NASHVILLE, Dec. 26. —
(UPI) —A television station
quoted “highly placed
sources” Wednesday night
as saying James Earl Ray
has completed a document
in which he names several
perSons who he claims were
involved in a conspiracy to
assassinate Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.

However, U.S. Dist. Judge
L. Clure Morton said late
Wednesday he had received
no. dotuments - from: Ray,

who is serving 99 years.ift :

the state prison herefollow-
ing his coviction in the 1968
murder of the civil rights

-leader in Memphis.

Several federal court

clerks also said they had re- -

ceived no such document by
closing time Wednesday.

WSM-TV said the sources
said Ray’s statement was at-
tached to ‘a writ mailed to
the U.S. District Court
Saturday and that it named
persons who he claimed
gave him morey to partici-

“pate in a conspiracy.

WSM said Rav “‘is report-
ed to have dismissed his lat-
est attorney, Washington
lawyer Bernard Finsterwald,
and is apparently represent-
ing himself.”

Efforfs to reach Finster-
wald Wednesday night
failed. -

Last week state Correc-
tions Commissioner Mark

Luttrell said he had ap-
proached the U.S. Bureau of
Prisons about gettihg.'Ray
transferred to a federal
maximum Ssecurity
penitentiary.

WSM said Ray reportedly
did not like the idea and ‘‘re-
portedly drew up a writ
which wa s forwarded to
federal court in an effort o

block the proposed  trans-

fer.” :

“Qfficials in the federal
court clerk’s office said they

could find no record of hay--
-ing received the petition -
* from Ray,” WSM said.

‘“However, the spokesman
said Ray filed a writ as a
pauper and that it probably
went to Judge L. Clure
Morton.”

Reached at his home,

Morton said he had received

no letter or document from
Ray. .

Morton’s assistant, Claude
Raymer, told WSM that if
Morton had received such a
writ, he probably would not
release it to the public be-
fore making a decision.

But Raymer told the sta-
tion he had no perscnal
knowledge of any communi-
cations from Ray to the
court in recent weeks.

One federal court source
said that as of closing time
Wednesday, no such docu-
ment had been filed in the
civil division. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGFE 3

COMMERCTAL APPEFAL

MEMPHTS, TEXN,

Date: ,Z' 2.7" 73
Edition:

Author:

Editor: GOR”AN HANNA

Title:

Character:
or

Classification:

Submitting Office: ME\I P” I S

D Being Investigated




F4-3830L1 - 59¢9

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

TV Station

Sayé Ray |

Named Others In Plot

NASHVILLE, Dec. 25, —
(UPI) —A television station
quoted “highly placed
sources” Wednesday night
as saying James Earl Ray
has completed a document
in which he names several
persons who he claims were
involved in a conspiracy to
assassinate Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

However, U.S. Dist. Judge
L. Clure Morton said late
“Wednesday he had received
no documents from Ray,
who is serving 99 years in
the state priscn here follow-
ing his conviction in the 1963
murder of the civil rights
leader in Memphis.

Several federal court ! .
v pauper and that it probably

clerks also said they had re-
ceived no such document by
closing time Wednescay.

WSHM-TV said the sources
said Ray’s statement was at-
tached to a writ mailed to
the U.S. District Court
Saturday and that it named
persons who he claimed
gave him money to partici-
pate in a conspiracy.

WSM said Rav “‘is report-
ed to have dismissed his lat-
est atorney, Washington
lawyer Bernard Finsterwald,
and is apparently represent-
ing himself.”

Efforts to reach Finster-
wald Wednesday night
failed.

Lagt_week state Correc-
tions Comimissioner Mark

Luttrell said he had ap-
proached the U.S. Bureau cf
Prisons about getting Ray
transferred to a federal
maximum security
penitentiary.

WSM said Ray reportedly
did not like the idea and ‘‘re-
portedly drew up a writ
which was forwarded to
federal court in an effort to

blcck the proposed trans-.

fer.”

“Qfficials in the federal
court clerk’s office said thev
could find no record of hav-
ing received the perition

‘from Ray,” WSM said.

‘“However, the spokesman
said Ray filed a writ as a

went to Judge L. Clure
Morton.”

Reached at his home.
Morton said he had received
no letter or document from
Ray. .

Morton’s assistant, Claude
Raymer, told WSM that if
Morton had received such a
writ, he probably would not
release it to the public be-
fore making a decisicn.

But Raymer told the sta-
tion he had no »erscnal
knowledgze of any communi-
cations from Rav 1o the
court in recent weeks.

One federal court source
said that as of closing time
Wednesday, no such docu-
ment had been filed jn the
civil division.
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ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU
BUFILE 44-38861
MEFILE 44-1987
Re Memphis airtel to Bureau 12/27/73

Encs: Original and one copy of newspaper
clipping from 12/27/73 8dition of
"Commercial Appeal', daily Memphis,
Tenn., newspaper
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