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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. ' | ‘te 6/22/711

ROBERT LAWRENCE RUSSELL, 1635 39th Street, _
Sunnyside, Long Island, New York, entered the office of the
FBI, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, at the request
of SA THOMAS R. RAY. RUSSELL was pronmnptly advised of the
identities of SA RAY and S2 JAMES T. DBENEDETTO and of his
rights, as shown on the executed Zdvice of Rights form.

- RUSSELL provided--the following information to
SAs RAY and BENEDETTO:

All his identification papers are in New York. Ie
is not now, or ever has been, any type of federal agent. Ile
stated he mercly told JAN HOLDLR and SHANA JEFTLRSON of
834 Bush Street, JApartment 302, that he "helps" the
government from time to time. He was employecd by United
Parcel Service, Sunnyside, Long Island, New York, as a
cook until abocut a year ago.

.

. RUSSELL provicded an address book with the following
names, addresses, and numbers, and stated he has been in
contact with these persons in the past:

JOE VERICO, SA, FBI, Philadelphia, L03-5300.

EDDIEFMONIHAN (phonetic), Treasury Agent,
New York, 212-596-4897.

MIKE GALLAGER, SA, IRS, Atlantic City, 609-344-4011.

DON ABRAMS, SA, Federal Bureau of Narcotics,
Philadelphia, 215-597-9530 and 215-597-9541

GEORGE FOGNANO, JR., County Investigatol, Detective
Division, Prosecutor s Office, Guarantee Trust Bullalng,
Atlantic City, New Jersey, 344-1158.

. . - . _
€/11/71 at. San Francisco, CallLornlaFne# SF 47-7946

e o TRR
SA TIIOMAS R. RAY
by' SA JAMES 7. BLNEDETTO;W,/ kle Duedknmedh_ﬁ6/17/7l

- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

&NCLOSURE
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SF 47-7946
TRR/kle

GEORGE T. DAVIS, Lawyer, Market Street,
San Francisco

RUSSELL also had in his possession two New Jersey
car titles in the name VALERIE TURNER (RUSSELL's wife),
29 A Glendale Manor, Pleasantville, New Jersey. One was
title number 3884077, 1959 Morris Wagon, New Jersey PXL 938,
VIN# MAW3L69S66182, dated 9/16/69. The other was title number >

3454%42, 1957 Cadillac, New Jersey PXL 938 (same plate),
VIN # 5762001712Z‘dated June 17, 1969.

Following the interview, RUSSELL was advised by
SAs RAY and BENEDETTO of the penalty involved in impersonating
a federal law enforcement agent.

RUSSELL is described as follows:

Name: ROBERT DAWRENCE RUSSELL
Aliases: Robert Lawrence, Charles
Leap, Bob Russo, James
Alexander, Eldon Kelly,
Bob Kelly, Robert Turner
Address: 1635 39th Street
Sunnyside, Long Island,
New York; 1316 Mill Road
Atlantic, New Jersey
(home of step parents)
[ERINE LEAP)

Date of birth: -
Place of birth: Atlantic City, New Jersey
Height: 5' 8"
Weight: 165
Hair: ' Dark brown, medium
length
Eyes: Brown
Scars: 2" cut outer left eye
cut on top left lip
1" cut on lower right cheek

-
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SF 47-7946

TRR/kle

Arrests:

Wife:

Children:
1

Military:service:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Atlantic City, San Francisco,
New York, New Orleans, in
1950s and 1960s. Served
time in Atlantic County Jail
Hew Jersey, New Jersey State
Prison, and Rakers (phonetic)
Island, New York.

VALERIL TURNER

1001 Stewart Street

Santa Rosa, California
ROBERT, age 2

SHERRY, age 6 months

None, draft board in
Atlantic City
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Rosen
Mohr
Bishop

Memorandum
w7 com
TO  : MR. WALTERS * ) ul DATE: 2-11-72 Creveland
3 Ponder
) |

@@ROM : E. Wo Whltwam Walters

Soyars

" 4
., Tele. Room

\‘ Holmes

SUBJECT: “MURKIN | / Zdy = oo
. . el e e At ‘,A-/"k \,

P AvS

- / i
: - . T NES
This case involves the murder of Dr. Martin Luther (,l,;_,ff 4

King, Jr., by James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, on 4-4-68. PR
The original notes pertaining to the latent print examination
in this case, together with photographs of the latent prints, have been

‘retained in Latent Fingerprint Section pending completion of prosecutive
action in this case.

It now seems apparent that there will be no immediate need

of these notes and photographs and upon approval these notes and
photographs will be forwarded to Files and Communications Division
for filing as a bulky enclosure to Bufile #44-38861.

RECOMMENDATION:

Approval be given for filing as bulky enclosure to
Bufile #44-38861, the original notes and photographs pertaining to
the latent print examination in this case.

44-38861
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 *
. Z:;A':rliehzllio(:lg:n) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES G(‘RNMENT ‘

Memorandum

ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 8/28/72

FROM }Wf L) SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (RUC)

SUBJECT: WI{KIN -

Enclosed for the Bureau and Memphis, the Office
of Origin in this matter, is one copy each of two FD-302s
reflecting investigation conducted by the Miami Division on
8/21/72 and 8/22/72, which relate to this matter,

On 8/7/72, the City of Coral Gables, Florida, made
available to the Miami Office of the FBI a complaint report
in which on 8/3/72, an officer from that Police Department
had taken a complaint from a resident of Coral Gables, Florida,
in which the resident stated that on or around 7/28/72, she
had picked up an unknown Negro female near a bus stop and had
driven her to the downtown Miami, Florida, area. En route,
- the Negro female advised that the wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER /.,
“~KING, CORETTA'KING, had paid an unknown Negro male $5,000 to
ave her husband killed., According to this unknown Negro
female, all Negroes knew this fact, but were afraid to tell
the police. | :
" A review of the Miami indices fails to reflect
any identifiable information with the complainant in this
matter, a resident of Coral Gables, Florida, Mrs, EMILIA
DEg§£QOLAS{ABBONDANDOLO. -

—~ o0k
(2= Bureau <i§ﬁU@%H§
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2) (Info)
1l - Miami
2, LEF:nlm

4) 58 SEPQO ‘\Q7?>X\{t/

1HY .
/1 \

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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" FD-30Z {REV. 3-17-69) ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF {NVESTIGATION

Date. 8/22/72

Officer MICHAEL GLASHEEN was interviewed at the
- Coral Gables Pistol Range Clubhouse located at Coral Way
and S.W. 73rd Avenue and at the outset of the interview,
Officer GLASHEEN was advised of the identity of the inter-
viewing Agent. He was advised that he was being interviewed
in connection with a complaint he had taken on August 3,
1972 from a Mrs. EMILIA D. ABBONDANDOLO of 5210 ﬁggiore
Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida, regarding the death of
MARTIN LUTHER KING. Officer GLASHEER declined to furnish
a signed statement but indicated he would willingly discuss
the matter with the interviewing Agent.

GLASHEEN stated that Mrs. ABBONDANDOILO is an
elderly woman estimated to be in her 70s. He described
her as rather feeble minded and "hungry for attention".

He stated that to the best of his knowledge she has called
the FBI and the Secret Service on matters before.

GLASHEEN stated that on August 3, 1972, at approxi-
mately 2:37 p.m. he answered a call over his car radio to
respond to 5210 Maggiore Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida, to
interview a woman regarding information she had concerning
the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KIRG. Upon arriving at
Mrs. ABBONDANDOILO's residence, he was told by her that
approximately July 28, 1972, a Friday, she was in the down-
town Miami, Florida, area, possibly near S.¥W. 8th Street
or Flagler Street and she offered a Negro female who was
standing at a bus stop a ride to the downtown Miami, Florida
ares. While riding together the two of them talked about
matters such as crime in the streets and the Negro woman
allegedly then told Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO that she knew some-
thing that all colored pecple knew but were afraid to tell
the police. According to the Negro female, Dr. MARTIN

LUTHER KING's wife, LORETTA KING, had a boyfriend and she
gave this boyfriend $5,000 to see that her husband was
killed. According to the Negro female, as related by
Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO, the boyfriend contacted someone in a
bar and a "hit" was set up on Dr. KING. According to the
story, Nrs. CORETTA KING was in love with her boyfriend
and wanted her husband out of the way.

'on_mwzz_ Coral Gables, Plorida - Filos Miami 44-1854

by___SA LEON E. FISH:bja ’ Date a-cmfed_uzzm

:?2
"~ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is t‘hé property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. —
/ i g £

By -
Eﬁ@mﬂ@gﬂg _
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MM 44-1854
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Officer GLASHEEN stated that from the information
he received, this boyfriend of CORETTA KING's was allegedly
somewhere in jail in the State of Florida at the present
time.

GLASHEEN stated that to the best of his knowledge
and in his opinion, even though Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO might be
feeble she did not make the story up, but actually received
said information from the person she picked up.

GLASHEEN stated that ABBONDANDOLO had described
this Negro female as approximately 45 years of age, 5'2"
in height, weighing 145 pounds, with black hair and brown
eyes. He stated that he could furnish no further informa-
tion than this.

The following descriptive data regarding Officer
GLASHEEN was obtained through interview and observation:

Name MICHAEL (No Middle Name)
) [EEN

Sex Male

Race Caucasian

Date of birth L |

Place of birth White Plains, New York

Height G!*

Weight 165 pounds

Marital status Divorced

Years with Coral Gables // '

Police Department Six

Scars Gun shot wound on right

knee

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-FDBOZ(REV 11-27-70) . F - - :
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* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/23/7;-

" ‘Date of trcnscrlphon

o m EMILIA DB HICQLAS ABE NDQ3 5210 Eaggiore

" Avenne, Coral Gables, Florida, telephona 667-4793 was inter--

- viewed at her residence by SA LEON K. FIBSH of the lumi Office

. of the FBI, and at the outset of the imnterview Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO

" was advised of the identity of the. interviewing agent. Mrs.

- APBONDANDOLO was advised that she was being interviewed in
comnsction with a complaint regarding the murder of Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, which complaint she had furnished to the City oi’

. Coral Gables Police Department on August 3, 1972. Mrs.
ABBORDANDOLO declined to furnish a signed statmnt but stuted
_ she would villingly discuss the mttur vith the 1nterviaing ;
- agent.

e m's Am;m.a advised that metim between
T July 28 and August 1, 1972, at approximately 4:15 p.m., she
‘left hsr residence and headed north on Lejeune Road to do some
_mhopping. As she approached the corner of University Drive
- at a stoplight, she observed a Negro female standing near =
bus stop ho:viiy laden with packages and perspiring heavily.
She stated that she could tell that the Negro female was ’
exhausted. At that moment, the Negro female walked over to
her car temmmmmhs. m NDOLO for a
‘ride and where she was going. _ NDANDOLO told her that
she was going to 27th Avenue and rlagler strcat and allmd
the Kegre fmh to get in.

Mrs. mm dmribnd this ﬂegro :toaala S

-being spproximately 45-50 years of age, approximately 5°5" -
© tall, weighing 170 pounds, medium black mplexion, largo
, lips, -and paasihly a maid by profession. ;

¥rs. mmmmo stated that as tlac m of them
began to talk, the Negro female stated that white people were -
not always good to black people. However, the Negro female
stated that in her opinion there were many good white people.
Her conversation led to the accused killer of Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JAMES EARL RAY. 3he described RAY as being not
- guilty. She stated that everyong in the Negro neighborhood
- knew that RAY did not kill Dr. KING. 8he advised that she N
. knew a boy who was in jail who had been given $5,000 by QORETTA
.KIRG, the ;vite_ af Dr. nmm LUTEER -'KING, and mstrncted him

37wy

. Interviewed -on aé 23[ 72 @ 1 Gﬁbl& rlﬂrida i File # Iia‘i *4"1854 ’

by ¥} -.;.2'; iy F 3458 _ - Date dictated 8/23/72

VThIS document contains neither recommendohons nar conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBl and is Iouned to your .agency;

it cnd its contents are not to be distributed outslde .your agéncy.

tNCLUSURE
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MM 44-1854
2

According to the Negro female, the boy was known
both by Dr. KING and his wife. The boy allegedly killed KING
and then gave the gun to RAY and asked him to say that he had
killed Dr. KING. According to the Negro female, CTORETTA

KING had a "lover", named DEE or LEE, a married man who could
not or would not divorce his wife to mapiYCORETTA KING.

ABBONDANDOLO stated that she asked this Negro female
why she did not go to the police or the FBI and give them this
information and the Negro female stated that she was afraid
to talk about it and if she did she would be killed. Mrs.
ABBONDANDOLO stated that soon they reached 27th Avenue and
Flagler Street and she dropped the Negro female off at that
point and went on her way. ABBONDANDOLO stated that she has
no way of determining the woman's name, nor has she seen her
again since that date, nor does she know where the woman might
reside.

ABBONDANDOLO is described as follows:

EMILIA DE NICOLAS ABBONDANDOLO
Sex: Female

Race: White

Date of Birth: \ |

Name:®

Place of Birth:
Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:

Marital Status:
Husband:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Paolisi, Italy
5!4%n

138 pounds
Reddish

Blue

Widow

RENDO ABBONDANDOLO, deceased

doctor of law,
broker

real estate
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