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if the extradition is granted, the criminal proceedings will 

not be used for any private purpose. 

WHEREFORE, YOUR PETITION PRAYS: 

That an Application issue to the Secretary of 

the State of the United States of America for the 

international extradition of James Earl Ray, alias 

Eric Starvo Galt, alias John Willard, alias Harvey 

Lowmeyer, alias Harvey Lowmyer, alias Ramon George 

Sneyd, from the United Kingdom to. the United States 

of America and to the State of Tennessee, to-wit: 

Shelby County, for trial on-the· indictment charging 

him with Murder, now pending against him in the 

Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee. 

PHIL~ANALE, JR., 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STATE OF TENNESSEE 
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COUNTY OF SHELBY 

I, Phil_ M. Canale_,~ Jr., solemnly swear that the facts 

set forth in the foregoing Petition are true, except those al­

legations made on information, and belief, which are true to 

the best of my knowledge and belief • 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

. ANALE, JR. 

Before me J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal 

Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer consti­

tuted to take oaths, appeared Phil M. Canale, Jr., to me known 

personally and after being duly sworn, stated that the fore­

going petition and oath are true and correct to the best of 

his knowledge, information, and belief. I hereby certify that 

this document is the original m:.t.x~x;;np.Jx.mx.titex:ori.:Qi.llXli pe­

tition and oath of Phil M. Canale~ Jr. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in the 

City of Memphis, this 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

day of June, 

I, Perry Hft Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the 

Criminal Court of said County Division I, certify that J. A. 

Blackwell, whose true and genuine signature appears above to 

the foregoing certificate, is now, and was at the time of sign­

ing the same, Clerk of said Court, and ~hat said Court is a 
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' Court of Record; that his attestation is in due form, and his 

official acts, as such, are entitled 

WITNESS 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

I, J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of 

said County, certify that Honorable Perry H. Sellers,_ whose 

genuine official signature appears to the above and hereto an­

nexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, 

sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court Division I, in 

and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and 

qualified, and that all his official acts, as such, are en­

titled to full faith and credit. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said 

the City of Memphis this 

June, 1968. 

(},de}/4c 1~,~-J 

Court, at office, in 

/
/.r/: 

_~1 -~- day of --7----

CLERK 
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AFFIDAVIT OF DR. J. T. FRANCISCO 

Now comes the affiant, after first being duly sworn 

and says as follows: 

That he is Dr. J. T. Francisco and resides and is 

domiciled at 1196 Yorkshire, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, 

United States of America; that he is employed by the University 

of Tennessee as a pathologist and by Shelby County, Tennessee, 

as Medical Examiner for Shelby County, Tennessee; that he is a 

duly licensed and practicing physician of the State of Tennes­

see and holds a Doctor of Medicine Degree from the University 

of Tennessee and has practiced medicine for thirteen years and 

has served as medical examiner for Shelby County, Tennessee, for 

seven years. That as part of his duties as medical examiner, 

he examines all violent, unusual, or unnatural deaths that oc-

.cur within the County of Shelby, State of Tennessee, for µur-

poses of discovering the cause of death and recommending autopsies 

upon such deaths investigated if he deems it necessary. During 

his seven years as medical examiner, affiant has examined ap­

proximately nine thousand bodies and performed approximately 

three thousand autopsies. Affiant is further certified by 

the American Board of Pathology in Anatomic, Clinical and 

Forensic Pathology. That affiant is forensic pathology con­

sultant to the Chief Medical Examiner of the State of Tennessee. 

That on April 4, 1968, acting pursuant to his duties as medi-

cal examiner of Shelby.County, Tennessee, and under order 

from the District Attorney General for the Fifteenth Judicial 

Circuit consisting of Shelby County, Tennessee, said District 

Attorney General being Phil M. Canale, Jr., and with the con­

sent of Corretta Scott King, the widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., affiant performed an autopsy on th~ body of Dr. Martin 

Ltither King, Jr., starting at approximately 2140 hours at the 

morgue of the University of Tennessee and John Gaston ~lospital, 

lo~ated in the Institute of Pathology at the University of Ten­

nessee, 858 ~adison Avenue, Yiemphis: Sh6lby County, Tennessee. 
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a bullet 
That during the examination and autopsy, affiant removed/ from 

beneath the skin in the region of the left scapula 56 inches 

superior to the right heel and 3 inches to the left of the 

midline of the spine, this being the termination point of a 

bullet that entered the right chin, passing through the chin 

and· neck. That after removing the bullet, affiant physically 

marked the bullet by scratching the Autopsy No. 252 on the 

base thereof, and placed the same in plastic and enclosed the 

same in a Manila envelope, marking thereon and gave the same 

into the custody and gathering a written receipt from Lt. J. D. 

-- Hamby of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department. In accord­

ance with the laws of the State of Tennessee, affiant did re­

duce the findings from the autopsy he performed upon the body 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to writing in the form of an 

autopsy report bearing Case No. A68-252, did sign same under 

date of April 11, 1968, and-filed said autopsy report with the 

Shelby County Medical Examiner, District Attorney General of 

the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit comprised by Shelby County, 

Tennessee, and with Chief Medical Examiner for the State of 

Tennessee. Affiant has examined a copy of the aforesaid 

autopsy report, which is attached and marked exhibit hereto, 

a certified and authenticated copy of which appears, is at­

tached and is made by reference a part of the Governor's ~p­

plication for requisition, and certifies that it truely and ac­

curately represents his findings in the autopsy of the body of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and further certifies that it is 

a true and correct copy of the autopsy report filed with the 

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner for the State of Tennessee, 

Cordell Hull Office Building, Division of Post '.\1ortem Examina­

tion, Office of Chief Medical Examiner, Nashville, Tennessee. 

That affiant has examined Certificate bf Death, Tennessee De­

partment of Public Health, Division of Vital Statistics, bearing 

File No. 2066, being a copy of the Certificate of Death on 
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1 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., same being attached and marke<l 

exhibit hereto, a certified and authenticated copy of which 

appears, is attached and is made by reference a part of the 

Governor's application for requisition, and does certify that 

it represents a true and correct copy of the original Certifi­

cate of Death on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., signed by af­

fiant on April 5, 1968, giving the cause of death as gunshot 

wound to the thoracic cord. Affiant has examined survey re­

port and plat, identified to affiant as being a drawing of 

the crime scene, said document bearing the notation in the 

lower right hand corner, Prepared by Arthur C. Holbrook, 

Memphis, Tennessee, April 23, 1968, Tenn. Cert. No. 5173, 

copy of said drawing being attached and made exhibit hereto, 

a certified and authenticated copy of which appears, is at­

tached and is made by reference a part of the Governor's ap­

plication for requisition, and affirms that the trajectory of 

a bullet traveling along the path as indicated in said draw­

ing would be consistent with the entry of the bullet and sub­

sequent course through the body of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Further affiant sayeth not. ~-, // 

' 
// . 

-
' ' e, United States of 

, . 
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·sTATE OF TDNNESSDB 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

• 

Defore me Je Ae Blackwell,, Clerk of the Criminal 

Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee,, being an officer constituted; 

··. to t·ake oaths, appeared. DR. J. To FRANCISCO , to me known 
i 
I 

personally and after being duly sworn, stated that the foregoing'. 

affidavit of three pages is true and correct to the best of 

. his~ knowledge, .information~ and belief. I hereby certify . . 
·.: ·: · ·that this document is the original :xatX'CtlUeexaopt)XXcXi.tX~~JCiCf~ · 

.. . . . 
.. I' 

' . 
~ .' i .• 

.-_ .· ·. 
. ' .. 
' . 

'• 

... 

DR.•J. T. FRANCISCO --------------e 

IN ;TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and . 

1· 
\' . 
I 
I ,, 
I ,. 
! affixed the seal· of said Co~r~_ at office, in the 
1

, 

· .. ·.· . 

!' • 

Cit_y,lf· Me.mphis, this. / tJ .-- day of June, 1968~. · 
.r/ /' ·1/✓/ /I ~ : ~- ··:· ;;?(t6q,,{jL"'(-'5 ' , CLERK( : -~ 

. : .· -.:\) i' ·."· . 

.✓ - - :_';-:<.: .':'... . . ! - ··~-- •• ·• .. ·.·:.\:.·'< .. :· .. ;, : . I; ... -1' .. 
STATE OF TBNNESSBB . I. .• ·; ·: : . . ' • • 1i I. 

·. ·,.'. ,, : . ;·, .. ;, 

'•. .; .· : . \,• .•. ! . 

. . . .: 1'1:· .; . 
. . I . : • 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 
. I . . 

. 11 ·: 

I,, Perry 'f~e Sellers,, sole and presiding Judge of the . · .· /! · ; ... .. " . {," 
· . . ·(,:-,. 

•. ·· · Criminal Court of said County Division I, certify that J (I A. .,; . 

I 
. . ' ·. . ~ : ' - , · .. 

· .,,:···•:• :· · Blackwell,, whoso true and_ genuine signature appears above to 

the foregoing certificate,. is now,. and was at the time of sign• ·, 

. . ,· ing the same, Clerk of said Court,. and that said Court is a . 
-!'. 

, . ~ ~ ·• . 

· • •;.•• .. Court of Record;, that his attestation is in due form, and his 

faith and credit. 

'·. •,: 

.. •:_··.·: >··/_;_official·acts,. as such,. are entitled 
. • .·:I,:'•. • .. 

.. ,_, . WITNESS my hand, th 

.. , 

STATE OP TENNESSEB 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

GE 

I, J. A~. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of 

said County~ certify that ~onorable Perry He Sellers,, whose 

. genuine official s~gnature appears to the above and hereto an­

nexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, 

·solo and presiding Judge ~f the Criminal Gourt Division I, in . . 

. and for tho County and Stat~ aforesaid,· duly commissioned and 

'' ,:, 

' i. 
I 

' ' \ .. 
: , 

I 

'' '' 

' . ~ . ',. 

I . ! 

I I 

I; 

! '. 
I 

i. 
\. 

' '' I ' .. 
'' 
' I I 
i, 
'. 

! 
r, 

'. \ 

. i ,. 

.,I 

• ! 
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qualified, and that all his official acts, as such, are entitled 

to.full faith and credit. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in 
-u....._ 

the City of Memphis this /() _/ day of June, 
; 
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CHAR.US !3. lll:\CKOURN 
DJR(CTO,~ 

01v1s10N OF PU13LIC WORKS 

• 

MR. FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, DTRECTOR 

DIVISION OF FIRE & POLICE 

Cl "iY Or ~',EMPH IS 

~EMPHIS: TENNESSEE 

DEAR MR. HOLLOMAN: 

CITY OF 

MEMPHIS 

TENNESSEE 

5 9 l O 3 

•• 

XS 
APRIL 23, 1968 

PER YOUR REQUEST, DATED APRIL 22, 1968, THROUGH MR. CHARLES 8. BLACKBURN, 

DIRECTOR, D1VlSION OF PUBLIC WORKS, I WAS INSTRUCTED TO MAKE CERTAIN ENGINEERING 
~E~SUREMENTS RELATIVE TO THE MURDER OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. THESE MEASUREMENTS 

WERE TO BE FROM A POINT WHERE THE WEAPON WAS FIRED TO THE AREA WHERE DR. KING WAS 

STRUCK. THE ~EASUREMENTS WERE TO BE TRIANGULATED. 

THIS MORNING, APRIL 23, 1968, I AND SEVERAL ENGINEERING EMPLOYEES FROM 

7HIS DEPARTMENT, MET WITH LTS. A. S. ZELINSKI AND J. L. HARRISON, OF THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, AT THE SCENE OF THE MURDER. THE MEASUREMENTS A~D CALCULATIONS, 
HEREINAFTER OESCR18ED

1 
WERE MADE BETWEEN 8:30 A. M. ANO 10 A. M., THIS DATt. 

l WAS SHOWN, BY LTS. ZELINSKI AND HARRISON, THE SPOT WHERE DR. KING 

WAS STANDING AND THE WINDOW FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED AND THAT THE BULLE, 

EN7ERED DR. KING AT A POINT 59 INCHES ABOVE THE BALCONY FLOOR OF THE LORRA1NE 

~0,EL, AND THAT THE GUN WAS RESTING ON A POINT ON A WINDOWSILL OF A BUILDl~G 

WHICH FRONTS ON SOUTH MAIN STREET AND ACROSS MULBERRY STREET FROM THE LORKAINE 

:V.OTEL. 

AN ENGINEER 1 S·TRANSIT WAS PLACED OVER THE SPOT WHERE DR. KING WAS 

SHOT. IHE TELESCOPE BEING 59 INCHES FROM THE BALCONY FLOOR, AND THE INSTRUMENT 

WAS MADE LEVEL, 

FROM THIS POSITION TWO TRIANGLES WERE ESTABLISHED, WITH A BASE LI~: 

COMMO~ TO THE TWO TRIANGLES, ESTABLISHED AND MEASURED, ANGLES WERE TURNED, 
CHECKED, TUR~ED AGAIN, AND CHECKED AGAIN AND EVERY EFFORT WAS MADE TO PROV,D~ 

FOR THE UTMOST ACCURACY OF THE CALCULATIONS. 

THE LEVEL DISTANCE FROM THE POINT FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED TO TnE 

POINT WMERE DR. KING WAS STANDING IS 206,36 FEET. THE DISTANCE ALONG THE 

FL:Gh7 OF TH: BULLET FROM THE POINT FROM WHICH IT WAS FIRED TO THE POINT 

WHERE JR. KiNG WAS STANDING IS 207.02 FEET • 

.. 
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~:R. FRA:s;K C. i-lOI.LOMAN, DI RECTOR Of' f I RE & POLI CE 

APR!L23, 1968 
PAGE# 2 

IHS WINDOWSILi. OF THE BUILDING FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED IS 
16.63 FEET HIGHER THAN A POINT 59 INCHES ABOVE THE f'LOOR OF THE BALCONY 

ON W~.CH DR. KING WAS STANDING WHEN SHOT. 

IN ADDITION T0°THE AFOREMENTIONED LTS. ZELINSKI AND HARRISON, THE 
FO~LOWl~G NA~ED MEN FROM THIS DEPARTMENT WERE PRESENT AND ASSISTED IN THIS 
SURVEY: AND STATISTICS RELATIVE TO THESE MEN FURNISHED IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER: 
~A~E) 71TLE, AGE; LENGTH Of SERVICE WITH THIS DEPARTMENT, ADDRESS, AND HOME 

?HONE :-.:u:--lBER. 

ARTHUR C. HOLBROOK, ENGINEER OF SURVEYS, PLANS~~& DESIGNj 52 YEARS OLDj 

22 YEARS 5 MONTHSj 3730 SHIRi.WOOD AVENUE; 323-0053• 

ROBERT V. WENZLERj SENIOR PARTY CHIEFj 32; 15 YEARS 8 MONTHSj 4100 WARD 

AVENUE; 386-7766. 
AARON Russ El.L; SEN I OR PARTY CH I EF; 54; 28 y EA.RS 6 MONTHS; 2119 Al.TA VI ST A 

DRIVE; 357-3819. 
BILLY FITE; INSTRUMENTMANj 35; 11 YEARS; 22o8 CASSIE AVENUEj 357-4522. 

Joe: T1DWELI., ENGINEERING AIDE; 21; 1 YEAR 7 MONTHS; 1992 DRIFTWOOD AVENUE; 

357-3804. 
T1:(1:"li\S f30ILLOT; [NGINECR!NG A1oc; 24; 7 MONTHS; 2o85 LINDEN AVENUE; 

2·18-050lt. 

Cn~RLES BROOKS; ENGINEERING AIDE; 18; 5 MONTHS; 46o8 McCRORY AVENUE; 

685-1223. ' 
I HAVE ATTACHED A SKETCH SHOWING THE TRIANGULATION AS SET UP AT THE 

SCENE, WITH ANGLES, MEASUR~MENTS 1 AND CALCUI.ATIONS ALSO SHOWN. 

ACH:o-:­
ATTACHEO 

IF WE CAN HELP FURTHER IN THIS MATTER, PLEASE ADVISE. 

SINCERELY, 

C/;if JL1_,,,yC/.-<kvJfc__) 
,. 

ARTHUR c. HOLBROOK, P. E. 
(NCI NEER Of SURVEYS, PLANS & DESIGN 

TENNESSEE LICENSE No. 5173 
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Ph';)VI ~10,'<A<. ( ) 

FIN Al l,\) 

N,\'.IE OF OCCEDENT 

HO~:E ADDHESS 

• rrn:tESSEE oEPARnmn OF ruuu c Im 

OFFICE OF 1HE CHIEF MEDICi\L EXAMIHER 
858 l~adison Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

AUTOPSY REPORT 

S1· ,. , f)'/ 
COUNTY' • 1'-'-'~---

Martin Lu~r King, Jr .. RACE ~SEX_M__ AGE 39 

Atlanta, Georgia 
t!TY 0~ TowN STA TC 

couNiY MEDICAL EXAMINER __ J .. T .. Francj sco,_M.._._....._ _________ ~-----
AooREss __ M__Q__ffiph is, Tennessee 

01sTR1cT ATTORNEY GENERAL Phil A. Canale ----'----''-----'------------------------
ADDRESS -~.nn...,..,..e:..,,s,_,s.c..e=e ________________ _ 

AN ATOM I CAL O 1. AGNOS IS · Gnnsbo,- wonnd ta body and face with· 
Fracture of mandible 
Licer'ation vertebral artery, jugular vein and sub-
clav1an artery, right, · 
Laceration of s irial cord (lowei cervical u er 

thoracic, 
Intrapulmonary hematoma, apex, right upper lobe 

cAusE oF DEATH Gunshot wound to spinal column, 1 ower cervj cal, upper 
thoracic 

NARRATIVE oF FINDINGS Death was the result of a gunshot wound to the 

_cl1in and nc_cJc :with a total~tmnscction of the lower cervica1 and 

.upper tlrnacic spinal cord and other structures in the nee}:. The 

slircction of the wounding was from front to back, above downward and 

. £r..QJU_rj_ght to left. The severing of the spinal cord at this level 

.an.cl_to _ _this_c.x_t_c1u;___w~1-J'/0Uncl that was fatal very shortly after its 

occurrence. 

The purpose of this report is to provide a certified opinion to the County Medical 
Examiner· and the District Attorney General. 'Ihe facts and findings tq support these con­
clusions are filed with the office of the State Medical Examiner. 

oATE _Apri 1 1 J.. 1968 

.,. 
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT or PUOLIC H(ALlH. 144 
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THE CITY OF f~EMPHIS HOSPITALS 

AU"'fOPSV PROTOCOL 

A68-2S2 Service Med, Ex o Hospital No. 

~amc ~artin Luther King, Jr. Age 39 Race Negro S8x ;,blc 
Unknown-Approx Lw. tc ly 

Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death 4-4-68 P o~l. 

__D.i:1:0. <'ill.QJ:Iour of Autopsy 

Pc".L:oloq~.st Drs. Sprunt and Francisco Assistant 

Checked by Date Completed 4-11-68 

,, 
FINAL ·PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS 

PRIMARY SRIES: 

I. Distant gunshot wound td body and ·face 
Ae · Fra~ture of right mandible· 
Bo Lacc;;.~ation of· vertebral artery, jugular .vein and subclavian 

artery, right · 
C. Fracture of spine (T.--1:, :C ... 7) 
D. Laceration of spinal cord (lowei ceriical, uppei thoracic) 
E. Submucosal he~orrhage, larynx 
F. Intrapulmonary he~itoma, ape~ ·r~ght uppci lobe 

·sECONDA!(Y 'SERIES:· 

lo 
2 .. 
3. 
4o 
s. 
6. 

Remote scars as described 
Pleural adhesions . 
Fatty change livci, modeiate 
Arteriosclerosis, moderate· 
Venous cut~<lowns 
Trachcostomy 

LABORATORY Fl)JDINGS: 

Blood Alcohol 

. -- --
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EX·.· ... :1\L EXfa.MH'.f\TIOi'~ OF THE BODY 

This is a \•Jell devcl .. ;Jee!, v:ell .. 0urishccl Negro mule me~suring G9 1/2 
inches in lc110th and \':Ci( :·,n0 upnrt,;-:·1i",iutcly 140 pounds. The hair is 
bl2.ck, t:·:c eyes are brov:... Thei·,: ·:;; a 1 ine mustache prese;nt. 

EXTERt•:f-.L t!.ARl<S AND SCJ\P.S 

Th2r2 is a remote midline scar rresent in the center of the chest 
en(\ ti rc:'.:ote: scc1 r pre sent ex tencii n~ to the ri ~ ht ax i11 a measuri n9 8 
inchC::s in le:n0th. Tl1ere is a sutured vertical surciical incision present 

~ ~ 

2t t:10 buse of the r.cci:. /\ sutured incision is present in the right chest 
at t1:c ar.terior a.xillGry lir,c. Three needle punctures are rrcsent in the 
r1recordiu:1, havin~ no he:morrhaae present surroundinq the area. There are 
blooc snlatters □resent on the Oc.llm and dorsum of the ri911t hand. A re~ote 
sc2.r is· otcse:nt in the riqht lateral chest. Sutured incisions are present 
in t:12 left ant2 cubitc:l fossa, one that is obliquely directed measuring 
2 inc:·,es in l2r.9th, oi~e that is horizontv.lly directed nie,1surin0 l inch in 
ler.;rth. T!1ei~e are t\-!o sutured incisions rresent on the medial aspect of the 
1eft c:n'.(>2. The: superior incision measuring 2 inches in length, the inferior 
incision measuring 1/4 inch in length. There is an extensive excavating 
iesion iffcctin9 the right side of the face beginning at a point 1 inch lat-• 
eral to the right corner of the mouth and 1/2 inch inferior to the right 
corner of the mouth tlw.t measures ctpprcxi;nately 3 inches in length. At the 
superior aspect of this gaping wound there is an abrasion collar that measures 
1/8 of an inch in maximtrn thickness, huving bro\'mish discoloration present 
at the suncrior marqin. Adiacent to this area there is extensive laceration 
of the soft tissues· of tl1e f<.1ce v,ith a fracturing of the ri~ht side of the 
mandible. A re-aonroxiMation of the tissues reveals the la~eration to extend 
to th~ basG of th~·neck and into the base of the neck with intervening skin 
un2-ffccted in this area. The second penetrating vJOund at the base of the 
neck in th8 superior aspect of the chest mcilsures 3 inches in length. The 

· ~issile path is throug!1 the external jugular vein and vertebral artery. 
There is a ccnctration into the lateral asoect of the base of the neck into 
the upper thoracic and lower cervical cord· totally severing the lower cervical 
~nc! urpcr thoracic cord passing throuqh the spinal column at the level of C7 
and T1 into the posterior aspect of the bGck. The bullet is removed from the 
posterior aspect of the back, 56 incl1cs superior to the right heel and 55 1/2 

. inches su1~crior to the left heel, 3 inches to the left of the. mi ell inc of the 
spine in the medial aspect of the left scapula. The entrance wound is 61 1/2 
inchss superior to the right heel and 59 inches superior to the right heel with 
t:'iC head turned and l)OS i ti oncd so that the \\'ound in the face corrC!s oonds \·Ji th 
the p2.th of the missile into the neck and soine. The total thickness from the 
entrance woun,! to the posterior aspect of the back is 8 1/2 inches in thickness. 
The c1nglC:! cf the pene:trc1.ting v1ound is approximately 45° from a sagittc1l plane 
at an angle from rir1ht to left infcrior1y and anterior to posteriorly at 
about a 30° angle with a coronal plane. 

SECTION 

The abdcr1inc1l f)anniculus measures an inch in maximum thickness. The 
skeletal muscles are red and fibillary. There is scarring present over the 
right anterior-superior chest with pleural adhesions present in this area. 

continued •••••••••••• 
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BODY CAVITIES 

T,~cre is appr-oxinwtely 25cc. of blood present 1ttithin the riqht thoracic 
c2.vity a:1c! s0~11c subpleural hc:norrhage that is present affectin:-i the ri0,ht 
~nd 'the lcrt in the posterior apex. The missile did not enter the rig!1t 
pleural cc.vity. 

HEART: 

AORTA: 

ESO P' 1rr·us • , f I, \ .l • 

Lur 1r..c:-. ,u....,. 

8')n I''. ,~, .~ .. 

KID ·· .. :rvr·. 
' l. C. I .) • 

GROSS DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANS 

The heart v1eighs 450 ~trams. The myocardium is pale 
brown. The valvular surfaces reveal no si0nific2nt 
cl!awJcs. There is focal ycllov,ing of the subendo­
cardial areas affecting-the left aspect of the inter­
ventricular septum. The right ventricle measures 
5rrm. in maximum thickness. The left ventricle 
measures 20r:1rn. in maximum thickness. The coronnry 
ostia originate in norrnal position and hc1ve a normal 
distribution over the epicardial surface. There is 
minimal in ti:na 1 pro 1 if era ti on present. Foca 1 ye 11 o\·! 
pla~ucing is present in the ascending asrect of the 
aortic arch but ulceration is not present. There is 
no significant dilatation affecting the chambers of 
the heart~ 

Fecal yellow plaques are present throughout the 
aorta but ulceration and calcification is not present. 
The great vessels originate nonnally. There is 
pe~ivascular hemorrhage ~ffecting the right carotid 
artery but no penetration of the wall. The right 
subclavian artery is lacerated. 

Partially digested food fragments are present throughout 
the esophagus. · 

•~morrha9ic mucoid material is present throughout the 
upper trc1che:[l. 

The ri~Jht lunsi v.'eiahs 300 ~,r2.:-;-is. The left l1H1~1 \'tciohs· 
325 (fra;-ns. There is diffuse con0est"ic,n, consolidation 
and hemorrhare affectinq the riaht u □~er lobe of the 
lung. Frothj fluid is ~xpressaGle f~~n the sectioned 
surface. Tt1ere is miniri1al vtrinklin:1 of the µlcura 
diffusely throu9hcut the pulmor.c.ry parenchyma. 

The brain \'!eis1hs 1400 gr~·@s. There is so:ne flattening 
of the gyri anci narrowing of the sulci. The cerebral 
vessels c1re sy.wnetrical. There is no subdura1, 
epidural, c: cxtr-c1dural he:·110rrl,t:gc present. There is 
no significant flattening throughout the cerebral vessels. 

The kidneys \'!C:i~ih 175 0rains on the left and 150 cr,v1s 
on the ri ~iht. The carsul a r surface is s::!ooth. ThG 
pare:nchj'l'.12. is of nor.:1al coloration. The cortical­
medullary junction is praninent. 

continued .••••• 
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Lf. o v i._1x • 
\i •• J • • 

THYROID: 

SPLEEN: 

LIVER: 

f ~ ... , .. ,,AL" 
' I 1 _1 •- 1'•; ' • 
,L..,' \ '- ' "'. 

·,.. l 

• 
The o(:.ncrcu.t ic p~rc \yma is \'tcl 1 prcse:rvul. Tr1c 
lobular r:,attcrn is ; .·,:served. There is :10 f2.tty 
infiltration present. "(he purenchyrr;a is yc11ovJish-
9rey. 

There is diffuse r.E:i11orrhage pres~nt throu~1·1ol!t the 
• -, 1 • t' I -, I ' suocr1 or 1.:1rynx a or:(1 1,v1 n suijmucoso. 1 r.e::~orti1&'.-:e 

that is pres~nt ~-:ith.in the intra-laryw1ca1 ,:rcas. 
There is ,1 tracheosto~ilY rerforation that is st.:perior 
to the thyroid penetratinn to the right of the pyra­
:-:~idc!l lobe. 

No significant changes. 

The spleen \':eighs eo grams. The capsule is \·1rinklcd. 
There is no capsular thickening present. The follicles 
are not praninent. 

The stomc1ch contains approximately 10cc. of parti,Jly 
digested food fragments. There is no ulcerc::tion present. 

No significant chan~es. 

The gallbladder contains approximately 5cc. of light 
green bile. No stones are present. 

The liver v1eighs 1600 qrams. The parenchy.:1c1 is pale 
yellowish-brown. The 1obu1ar pattern is accentuated. 
Theparcnchyma is quite soft.· ··· - -- · · -

There is approximately 25cc. of cloudy yellow urine 
present • 

.. 

No significant gross abnonnalitics arc present. 

The appendix is present. The colonic contents is nonnal. 

There is alternately liquid and gaseous distention 
present throughout the small intestine. 

The adrenals are in nonnal position and weigh 8 grams 
together. The cortex is bri0ht yellow. The medulla 
is grey. 

-, - ·---- -~- .. -· - ... 

·-
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PANCREAS: 

KIDNEY: 

THYROID:-

LIVER: 

ADRENAL: 

SPLEEN:· 

HEART: 

SKIN: 

• • 
MI CROSCOI?IC SUMi\1.ARY 

Focal areas of intra-alveolar hemorrhage are present 
throughout. Otherwise the alveoli ar6 well preserved 
without hyperdistention or collapsee There is a loss 
of bronchial epithelium free within the lumens of the 
bronchioles. The pulmonary vessels reveal no signifi-
cant changes. 

The pancreatic parenchyma is well preserved. The islets 
and acini arc well preserved. There is minimal co~ges­
tion present but no fibrosis or hemorrhage. 

The glomeruli and tubules are· well preserved. There is 
no parenchymal fibrosis evident or vascular prolifera­
tion present. The tubules are filled with eosinophilic 
material. There is no collapse of the tubular lumen. 

The .follicles are uniform and regular. Thereis a small 
quantity of extravasation of mature erythrocytes into 
peri-follicular locations. Cellular inflammatory reac­
tion is not present_ There is no margi.nation of poly­
morphonuclear leucocytes within the ·areas of hemorrhage. 

There is diffuse cytoplasmic vacuolation throughout the 
hepatic cytoplasm being distributed thro~ghout the lo­
bules and in both pericentral and periportal locations. 
A small number of mononuclear cells are present in por~ 
tal areas. There is some variation in size, shape of 
the hepatic nuclei. The vacuoles that are present are 
irregular in size, being numerous in some cells and 
beirig single large vac~oles ~n others with a disruption 
of ~ytoplasmic borders in some. 

There is congestion of the inner cortical zones of the 
adrenal. The cytoplasm i-s--otherwise--well- maintained. 
The cortico~medullary ratio is maintained. 

The follicles arc present but without secondary reactive 
centers. There is some congestion of the pulp but focal 
hemorrh~ge is not present.· 

The myocardial fibers are well preserved. The nuclei 
are regular. Fibrosis is not present throughout the 
myocaidium and cellular inflammatory reaction is not 
present. The atrium reveal~ no signific~nt changes. 

There is dermal hemorrhage present but no accumulation 
of polymorphonuclear leucocytes. Blackened debris is 
present throughout the hemorrhagic area of the dermis 
having no identifiable form_ There is pronounced eo­
sinophilia of the collagen bundlesft There is hemorrhage 
into the dermal layers with an alteration in the tinc­
torial properties of the epithelium with focal fragmen­
tation of the epithelium adjlcent to the area of dcr1:1al 
hemorrh~ge. 

Continued •.•••.••• ·• 
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,~-Z52 Continuc<l ••••••••••••••••• 
'.~1(0SCOPIC SUM~IARY P~gc 2. qv• 

i 
CORONARY: 

·PROSTATE: 

There is moderate intimal proliferation along with an 
extra cellular deposition of lipid within the sub­
intimal areas along with lipid filled.macrophages pre­
sent in this loca~ion. Small foci of pcrivascular ~ono­
nuclcar cells arc present in the regions of most pro-
nounced intimal proliferation. · 

The glandular elements are well pres~rved without any 
.significant increase in collageneous connective tissue. 
Inflammatory reaction is not· present. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF ROBERT V. WlNZLER 

Affiant, after first being duly sworn, says as follows: 

That he is Robert V. Wenzler, residing at 4100 \\'ard Avenue, 

Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, United States of Ar.1.erica, and 

that on April 23, 1968, he was employed by the City of Memphis, 

Tennessee as Senior Party Chief in the Engineering Department in 

the Department of Public Works of Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, 

that as Senior Party Chief, his duties consisted of making Field 

Computations, Civil Engineering Surveys, and Construction Layouts, 

that he ,q_as had over fifteen (15) years experience as a surveyor with 

related Civil Engineering duties, that on April 23, 1968, he, along 

with Arthur c. Holbrook, Engineer of Surveys, Plans, and Designs, 

similarly employed by the Engineering Department of the Public Works 

Department of the City of Memphis, Tennessee, on request of the City 

of Memphis Fi re and Police Director, met with Lts. J. L. Harrison and 

A.S. Zelinski, of the Homicide Division of the Memphis Police Department, 

and conducted a survey of the area where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

was slain, to determine by the method of triangulation the distance,. 

trajectory, and path from the point of the death bullet's alledged 

origination to the point of impact upon the body of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

The survey party consisted of affiant, the aforesaid Arthur C. 

Holbrook, another Party Chief, one instrument man, and three (3) 

engineering aids. All measurements and angles were reduced to writing 

by affiant and Arthur C. Holbrook from which computations were subse­

quently made and transposed into a plat, faith fully and correctly 

reflecting the measurements and angles taken on the aforesaid date. 

Affiant has examined exhibit attached hereto consisting of a survey 

report.with plat attached thereto, dated April 23, 1968, addressed to 

Frank C. Holloman, Director of Fire and Police of the City of Memphis, 

Tenness-ee, and signed Arthur C. Holbrook, Engineer of s·urveys, Pl ans, 

and Designs, Tennessee License #5173, and the same is a true and 

correct copy of the survey conducted by affiant, pursuant to his duties 

__ on Apr i 1 2 3 , 19 6 8 • 

Further affiant saith not 
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CHARLES B. BLACKBURN 
DIRECTOR 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS 

• 

MR. FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, D1RECTOR 
DIVISION Or FIRE & POLICE 
CITY OF MEMPHIS 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

DEAR MR. HOLLOMAN: 

CITY OF 

MEMPHIS 

TENNESSEE 

~ 8 1 0 ~ 

• 

KS 
APRIL 23, 1968 

PER YOUR REQUEST, DATED APRIL 22, 1968, THROUGh MR. CHARLES B. BL -:~KBURN, 
DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS, I WAS INSTRUCTED TO MAKE CERTAIN ENGIN[E.\,NG 
MEASUREMENTS RELATIVE TO THE MURDER OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. THESE MEASuREMENTS 
WERE TO BE FROM A POINT WHERE THE WEAPON WAS FIRED TO THE AREA WHERE DR. KING WAS 

STRUCK. THE MEASUREMENTS WERE TO BE TRIANGULATED. 

THIS MORNING, APRIL 23, 1968, I AND SEVERAL ENGINEERING EMPLOYEES FROM 
THIS DEPARTMENT, MET WITH LTS. A. s. ZELINSKI AND J. L. HARRISON, OF ThE ?OLICE 
DEPARTMENT, AT THE SCENE OF YHE MURDER. THE MEASUREMENTS AND CALCULATIONS, 
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, WERE MADE BETWEEN 8:30 A. M. AND 10 A. M., THIS DATC::. 

I WAS SHOWN, BY LTS. ZELINSKI AND HARRISON, THE SPOT WHERE D~. KING 
WAS STANDING AND THE WINDOW FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED AND THAT TH~ BUL~ET 
ENTERED DR. Kt NG AT A POI NT 59 I NCH ES ABOVE THE BALCONY FLOOR OF THE LORRA I .'\;f. 

~~TEL, AND THAT THE GUN WAS RESTING ON A POINT ON A WINDOWSILL OF A Bu,LD. 
WHICH FRONTS ON SOUTH MAIN STREET AND ACROSS MULBERRY STREET FROM THE ~ORR~,NE 

MOTEL. 

AN [NGIN[LR 1 S ·,-RANSIT WAS PLACCD OVER THE SPOT Wttl.KC l)1~. l\tNG WA._, 
SHOT. THE TELESCOPE BEING 59 INCHES FROM THE BALCONY FLOUR, AND THE •~Sl~uMLNT 

WAS MADE LEVEL. 

FROM THIS POSITION TWO TRIANGLES WERE ESTABLISHED, WITH A BASE LINE 
_COMMON TO THE TWO TRIANGLES, ESTABLISHED AND MEASURED, ANGLES WERE TURNED, 

CHi~KED, TURNED AGAIN, AND CHECKED AGAIN AND EVERY EFFORT WAS MADE TO PROV:DE 

FOR THE UTMOST ACCURACY OF THE CALCULATIONS. 

THE LEVEL DISTANCE FROM THE POINT FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED 70 ThE 
POINT WHERE DR. KING WAS STANDING IS 206,36 FEET, THE DISTANCE ALONG THE 
FLIGHT ~r THC BULLET FROM THE POINT FROM WHICH IT WAS FIRED TO THE POINT 

WHERE DR. KING WAS STANDING IS 207.02 FEET. 

--

' " 
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MR. FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, DIRECTOR OF FIRE & POLICE 
APRIL 23, 1968 
PAGE# 2 

THE WINDOWSILL OF THE BUILDING FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED IS 
16~63 FEET HIGHER THAN A POINT 59 INCHES ABOVE THE FLOOR OF THE BALCONY 
ON WHICH DR. KING WAS STANDING WHEN SHOT. 

IN ADDITION TO.THE AFOREMENTIONED LTS. ZELINSKI AND HARRISON, THE 
FOLLOWING NAMED MEN FROM THIS DEPARTMENT WERE PRESENT AND ASSISTED IN THIS 
SURVEY, AND STATISTICS RELATIVE TO THESE MEN FURNISHED IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER: 
NAME, TITLE, AGE, LENGTH OF SERVICE WITH THIS DEPARTMENT, ADDRESS, AND HOME 
PHONE NlJMBER. 

'_ARTHUR C. HOLBROOK, ENGINEER OF SURVEYS, PLANS~~& DESIGNj 52 YEARS OLD; 
22 YEARS 5 MONTHSj 3730 SHIRLWOOD AVENUE; 323-0053• 

ROBERT V. WENZLERj SENIOR PARTY CHIEF; 32; 15 YEARS 8 MONTHSj 4100 WARD 
AVENUEj 386-7766. 

AARON RUSSELL; SENIOR PARTY CHIEFj 54; 28 YEARS 6 MONTHSj 2119 ALTA VISTA 
DRIVE; 357-3819, 

B1LLY FITE; INSTRUMENTMANj 35; 11 YEARSj 22o8 CASSIE AVENUE; 357-4522. 

JOE TIDWELL, ENGINEERING AIDE; 21; 1 YEAR 7 MONTHSj 1992 DRIFTWOOD AVENUEj 
357-3804. 

THOMAS BOILLOT; ENGINEERING AIDEj 24; 7 MONTHS; 2o85 LINDEN AVENUEj 
278-C1.5o4. 

CHARLES BROOKS; ENGINEERING AIDEj 18; 5 MONTHS; 46o8 McCRORY AVENUEj 
685-1223. 

I HAVE ATTACHED A SKETCH SHOWING THE TRIANGULATION AS SET UP AT THE 
SCENE, WITH ANGLES, MEASUREMENTS, AND CALCULATIONS ALSO SHOWN. 

ACH:oT · 
ATTACHED 

IF WE CAN HELP FURTHER IN THIS MATTER, PLEASE ADVISE. 

SINCERELY, 

Cji;'i{,_u,,~/.~{_,&-,_,,.JI,:-_) 
.,,, 

ARTHUR c. HOLBROOK, P. E. 
ENGINEER OF SURVEY$, PLANS & DESIGN 
TENNESSEE LICENSE No. 5173 

. \i 
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Before me J. A. Dlackwell, Clerk of the Criminal 
I . • l • • 

.. ·: ,, 
. ·, ... 

Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer constituted! 

> :: •.. ; '; • · ·. to take oaths, appeared ._n .... a ... B ..... E .... R ..... I-Y ...... , ... 1~ ..... rn_N,..Z .. L..,E ... R...__ ___ , to me known 
... ._ • .. ' 

. . . . . ·,• 
. . • . . . : 1 . 

personally and after being duly sworn, stated·that the foregoing 

affid 1a.vi t of one pages is true and correct to the best of 

. (.-. ·_.<_~ o:_:·-, . hi:s/~ kno~ledge, .information, and belief. I hereby certify 
. ·. . . . \<; ·-~·-: 

I 
~ • I 

.. 
., 

r ~ ... ·: ·. ·, · • that this document is the original :xacXCClUeC~~x~~jC:iCf~lC · : 
• • • 1, •• • ' . ......... ' ·. ·. !. .. i 

•.:, >> ·· ·•affidavit of ROBERT v. NENZLER • ;: : . . . 
·. ·.•· .... ·.:•.·. -------------- , .. 

\ .• ·. '. . .._. ... • . ,. . t' • 

. - .. :'.. _.; ... ·:·;:-· IN.TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my' hand and· j· 

.... · • f(/ •?· :_•; affiited the seal· of said Court, at office, in the ; • 

i _•!< :. ··. ·. Cit)'/Jf Memphis, this· /(} ·:{ day of June, 1968'.- ·.· :: ·. ·: .·: 
:;; i /1/' 1 . ' ,· ►' ----' ....... /l ... 1 ... / .... 0 ....... -1 ... t ... A,..·1t_·1~_-.,_(_t.,..

1 
___________ cLERK;: ·. : __ , .. 

. .. ·.;--~~.).·:.~ .. ·:: f:!··.\.·,~ ... ,··.:..) .,. /:.••· · .. :,..,;_·: , ........ ·,, ·.. . :: L .. 
• .• ,· •. · . . ·1·:····.·.·.· .... ·,_:_ .· : . ·.· .. :.~~,t·:.: .. '-~··.:··.·. ···\·1• ... ;'.-._· r .; ... 
:·_>:·_;:· ·->·: STATB OP TENNESSBB · .. /:::·•·• ,. ·,. .·. •i·. · . •.· '· ·: :. · • :,:;·. ··;:_ 
;<~=~·~.'.;;:~ ._:.\·~.. '··~·. . ~··,' .. · _. .. ·. 11···~. !_··. 

':_/_:,:l __ -:::. ;_;, .. _:·_.\{._. ;,,_COUNTY OP SHELBY . '.: Ii.::;. ' 
.. I, . •; ... 

,:;:_-\),;:_' I, Perri I-!• Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the Jj ; 

• ': • _:·. 1: Criminal Court of said County Division I, certify that J. A. .I:' 
'.. . ', 1; 

\ . 
/1 I ,1 • 

Blackwell, whoso true and genuine signature appears above to 

. .' <;:_.·:::.··.<··the foregoing certificate, is now, and was at the time of sign• 
;t ,.' . .. . . .. . ' 

i. :::·· :_:.·:::· ing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a 

:~ ... -;\·//:.\~/-_. Cour·t of Record;• that his attestation is in due form, and his 
. . . ... .-: ..... 
•' . ··, ! . ~ ·: .~ .. '' . . 

· · .. >: · i. ,- •·-:· .· . of ficfal •.acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit. 
,, •• • • ~ , .' •. • . I :· ~·:: • • • 

····· · WITNESS my hand, this 
~ ... ' . ' .. of June, 1968. 

·. 

.. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OP SHELBY 

, I·, '', .' ·,,' I• 
.. ,., ·: ,, 

' 
, .. : 

--. 

I, J. A~. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of 

said County, certify that ~~norable Perry H. Sellers, whose 

. genuine official s~gnature appears to the above and hereto an­

nexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, 

sole and presiding Judge o·f the Criminal Court Di vision I, in . . 
'. 

and for the County and State.aforesaid,· duly commissioned and 
. . . - . ' . ' . . 

,i·.·:/.'i\.:,:::.:·-'·:.··,,:·.· .. · . ..:·.,·:'.>·'•., .... ···· :.-. ,::,;:"•', .'. ' ,· .. , .. 

' ·:·· ·::::/7\\i:' :..... 77··:.(\;'.1):.;:::::}\:':;} ::_ •• ,: 

!! .· 
: I 

' '. 

•' !: , . . . 

·1• . 
'' i' 

:; 
. r 

,·. 
I 
' 

'. 
' ' i: 
I: 
i 

.. 
• i 

i :- ' I . 
i' 
I• 

i; 
i' 
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' 
qualified, and that all his official acts, as such, arc entitled 

t 1
0. full faith and credit. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in 

the City of M~phis this /!~ -t_!_. day of June, 

196,13. 
,,// 

_.;./"""-/iw..i"-"'~ .......... ~~;J,,,..i..---------CLERK . . I/ 

.· . . . 

. : ' ' ., ,,· 

'·." .. 
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AFFIDAVIT 

COUNTY OF SHELBY ) 
) ss: 

STATE OF TENNESSEE ) 

I, Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., heinr duly sworn 

depose and say: 

1. I reside at 1078 Brower Road, ~-icmplds, 

Tennessee, and am the owner of the Canipe Amusement 

Company, 424 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

My store is located immediately adjacent to the rooming 

house at 422½ South 'fain Street in Memphis, as denicted in 

the attached E~hihit I and Exhihit II. 

2. My store was closed ana unattended most 

ofti1e day on April 4, 1968, and I returned to it shortly 

after 5:00 p.m. 

3. Sometime around 6:00 p.m. I heard a thud 

in the vicinity of the front door of my store. 1\'hen I 

looked up I saw a hundle lyinr 1n front of the door to the 

store. Almost simultaneously, I saw a white man walkinr 

from my front door and he apparently turned south on ~ain 

Street. 

4. I then walked onto the sidewalk to sec what 

had happened to the rnan who had dropped this hundlc. At 

that time a small white car, in which there was only the 

driver as occupant, pulledaway from the curh just south of 

my store. I do not know whether the driver was the same 

man or not that dropped the package, hut I did not see the 

man who dronped the nackage walking on Main Street at the 

time the car pulled off. 

5. Immediately thereafter, Isaw a deputy sheriff 

walking south on the sidewalk past my store. Other officers 

nrrived immediately thereafter. 
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6. The attached nhotopranh marked Exhihit III 
,._ •' I 

accurately portrays the front of my store and the bundle 

in the place where I found it. 

7. The bundle or packa?e appeared to include a 

large pasteboard box, the top of which was ajar, and from 

which the portion of a gun harrel was extended. Some type 

of green cloth was over the top of the bundle. The hox 

had the word "Browning" on it. There was also some 

type of suitcase or brief case underneath the cloth. 

8. The bundle was taken into custody by officers 

of the Memphis Police Department. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

Before me J.A. BlAckwell, Clerk of the Criminal 

Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer 

constituted to take oaths, appeared Cuy Warren Canipe, Sr., 

to me known personally and after being duly sworn, stated 

t~at the foregoinr affidavit of two pages is true and correct 

to the best of his knowledpc, information, and belief. I 

hereby certify that this document is the original affidavit 

f r ro C . S o. uuy .. arren an1pe, ,r. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in the City 

of Memphis, this tenth day of June, 1968. 

CLERK 
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6. The attached nhotoeranh marked Exhil,it TII 
,I. •' l 

accurately portrays the front of my store and the bundle 

in the place where I found it. 

7. The bundle or packare appeared to include a 

larre pasteboard box, the top of which was ajar, and from 

which the portion of a gun harrel was extended. Some type 

of green cloth was over the top of the bundle. The hox 

had the word "Browning" on it. There was also some 

type of suitcase or brief case underneath the cloth. 

8. The hundle was taken into custody by officers 

of the Memphis Police Department. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

Before me J.A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal 

Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer 

constituted to take oaths, appeared Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., 

to me known personally and after being duly sworn, stated 

that the foregoing affidavit of two pages is true and correct 

to the best of his knowledre, information, and belief. I 

hereby certify th~t this document is the original affidavit 

of Guy Warren Canine, Sr. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hnn<l 

and affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in the City 

of Memphis, this tenth day of June, 1968. 

r· 

CLETtK 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 
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I, Perry H. Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the 

• Crir.15,~:al Court of said County Division I, certify that J. A. 

Blackwell, who gave the foregoing certificate, 1s now, and was· 

at the time of signing the same, Clerk ~f said Court, and that 

sai2 Court is a Court of Record, and that his attestation is 

in due form, and his official acts, as such are entitled to 

full faith and credit. 

WITNESS my hand, this tenth day of June, 1968 • 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

. ~/Jg~ 

I, J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of 

said County, certify that Honorable Perry H. Sellers, whose 

genuine official signature appears to the above and hereto an­

nexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, 

sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court Division I, in 

and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned 

and qualified, and that all his official acts, as such, are 

entit~ed to full faith and credit. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in 

the City of ~-Ienphis this tenth day of June, 1968. 

/') . l . . 

f //4(-;{'r;/_ ✓, c (t~'- -c· f. CLER:<: 
~-,... ...... ...____,..._'-___ /...,LL ---..,../ ___ !,L --~----y · . Ji "\ 
. J ../ 
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AFFIDAVIT OF INSPECTOR N. E. ZACHARY 

Now comes the affiant, N. E. ZACHARY, after being 

duly sworn, and states as follows: 

That his name is N. E. Zachary, and that he re­

sides at 1507 Old Hickory, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, 

United States of America, and that he is employed by the 

Memphis Police Department, holding the rank of Inspector 

of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department; and that on 

April 4, 1968, he was an inspector of detectives of the 

Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, in charge of the 

Homicide Division; that on the date of April 4, 1968, he 

was so acting and on duty and was assigned to and did 

conduct and supervise the investigation of the killing of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., that as part of the investiga­

tion, the affiant personally searched the scene of the 
at about 6:15 o.n. 

killing, and as a result of the search of the scene,/he 

personally recovered a certain bundle and articles approxi­

mately a block west of the actual spot where Dr. King was 

slain, specifically being in the doorway of 424 South Main 

Street, Memphis, Tennessee, this being one door south of 

the doorway leading from 422½ South Main Street. That the 

said bundle and article consisted of a green and brown bed 

spread me~suring 106¼ inches by 85¼ inches and was of a 

herringbone design; a zipper type bag, which measured 

15 inches x 2.0 inches x.51/4 incl-es Tel-Star model Japanese 

make, which contained a pair of "Banner" binoculars Bushnell 

make 7 x 35, Serial Number DQ 408664; a Georgia-Alabama 

Standard Oil map; copy of the Memphis Commercial Appeal 

newspaper, first section only, issue of April 4, 1968; a 

Standard Oil map of the United States; a binocular case 

with instruction booklet, lens cloth and guarantee card; 

a yellow cardboard binocular box with black writing; 
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a leather strap-tyr,c carryin,r: case; a "Gillette" travc_l 

kit, with store label Oliver Rex all Store, '::hi tehaven, S}:elby 

County, Tennessee, nrice Sl.89, which contained a razor, 

lotion shaving cream, deodorant, hair crca~ an<l razor blade 

disy,enscr; grey-hluc nancr sack bearing "York Arms Company" 

name with receipt dated 4/4/68 in the anount of $"11.55; nine 

.30-06 Springfield caliber cartridres '(five ~emin;;ton-Pctcrs 

and 4R-A-SS) in Peters cartridge , 
oox, Index Numhcr 3033; an<l 

two cans of "Schlitz" beer, pull tab ty-pc can, along with the 

plastic six pack carrying device which was in a brown paper 

sack; along with numerous other miscellaneous toilet articles, 

underclothing and socks. 

Also in this bundle there was a Browning rifle box 

for a .243 Winchester caliber rifle, Serial :'Jumbcr 474'1ZS, 

which contained a .30-06 Snringfield caliber Reminr,ton "Gamc­

mastcr" slide-action rifle, ~fodel 760, bearin;.; Serial Number 

461476, attached to the rifle was a Redfield telescopic sight, 

which horc Serial Number Al7350, and the rifle chamber was 

seen by me to contain a .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington­

Peters empty cartri<l?,c case, when examined in my presence by 

agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

All of the above enumerated articles were confis­

cated by the affiant in his duties as Inspector of the ~e~phis, 

Tennessee, Police Department in the investigation of the slay­

ing of Dr. Martin Luther King, .Jr. The said articles from the 

time of confiscation were in my physical possession nnd control 

until on the same date all of the saici enumerated articles 

were given into custody of the Federal Bureau of Tnvcsti~ution 

o f the Unit c d St ates of Amer i ca , s pc c i f i ca 11 y to 1{ ob c rt C . Jc n s en , 
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Sn e c i a 1 Acre n t in ch a r ere o f the >!c rn n h i s o f f i cc o f t} 1 c r- c u. c r 8. 1 
I O "-, J. 

Bureau of Investigation, and Robert ritzpatrick, ~;~,ccinl A;~cnt 

of the !'-1emnhis office of the Federal Bureau of Tnvcsti,r;ation, 

to he personally conveyed by Special Agent Robert Fitznatrick 

to the Federal Bureau of Investigation laboratory 

n. C. for criminal analysis. 

• 1 r l • -4-

1 n ,-, as n 1 n ~ L on , 

That on the said elate of Aoril 4, 1968, affiant, as 

part of the investiqation, received from one of hi~ officers 

participating in the investigation, namely, Lieutenant J. D. 

Hamby, of the Homicide Division of the Memphis Police Depart­

ment, one hattered lead slug, that had been removed from the 

body of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., by the medical examiner, 

Dr. J. T. Francisco, in Lt. Hamby's presence. This slug 

particularly marked hy Dr. Francisco and enclosed in a small 

envelope, was given by the affiant, on the snrne <late, into 

the custody of Cy Bush of the Memphis office of the Fe<lcral 

Bureau of Investigation. 

Also found in room SB that had been rented 1n the 

name of John Willard, there were two straps found by Capt. R. 

L. 1'lilliams one of which was black leather, which is S/8ths 

of an inch in width and which matched the strap on the binocular 

case found in the evidence in front of 425 South Main Street, 

Memphis, Tennessee; also a black leather strap ll/32nds of an 

inch in width, which attaches to the binoculars for carryin~ 

purposes, these straps being confiscated from the room hy 

Capt. R. L. Williams of the Memphis, Tennessee, 
·, 

~-.... ,.. 
~-~-1:'9 

r-· --~ 

>'!, 
r'•, 

C 
,. _£1 '' ; .. ·: 
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Police Department and Lieutenant Glen King of the Memphis, 

Tennessee, Police Department. 

On May 3, 1968, the aforementioned evidence was 

returned to the Memphis office of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation and Mr. Robert G. Jensen, Special Agent 1n 

charge of the Memphis office of the Federal Bureau of In­

vestigation, turned this evidence back into the custody of 

the affiant, who, in turn, placed same in the custody of 

the Criminal Court Clerk of Shelby County, Tennessee, at 

Memphis. 

The attached photograph marked Exhibit I accurately 

portrays the doorway to 424 South Main Street, Memphis, 

Tennessee, as it was on April 4, 1968, and accurately 

portrays the location where the bundle was found and con­

fiscated by me, said bundle showing in the photograph being 

the bundle previously referred to by me in this affidavit, 

and containing the articles as previously described in this 

affidavit. 

,' ' ,,--,,._ 
N. E. ZACHARY 
INSPECTOR OF DETECTIVES 
~IBMPHIS, TENNESSEE, POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i 

I 

·• 
Of TL\'SESSEE 

OF SHELBY 

• 
Before me J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal 

courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer constituted 

to take oaths, appeared N. E. ZACHARY , to me known 

personally and after being duly sworn, stated that the foregoing 

affidavit of four pages is true and correct to the best of 

his/~ knowledge, information, and belief. I hereby certify 

that this document is the original ~xtxm.mc~xorncxtdmcXOCttic~k 

affidavit of N. ·E. ZACHARY 

IN TESTIMONY MIEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in the 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

10th day of June, 1968. 

CLERK 

I, Perry H. Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the 

Criminal Court of said County Division I, certify that J. A. 

Blackwell, whose true and genuine signature appears above to 

the foregoing certificate, is now, and was at the time of sign­

ing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a 

Court of Record;• that his attestation is in due form, and his 

official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit. 

WITNESS my hand, 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

I, J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of 

said County, certify that Honorable Perry II. Sellers, whose 

genuine official signature appears to the above and hereto an­

nexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, 

sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court Division I, in 

and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and 

• 
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~J:ificd, and that all his official acts, as such, are entitled 

:o full faith and ere di t. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in 

the City of Memphis this 

1968~ 
------ day of June, 

,; 
, ,/ '1/ /i / /I . · CLERK __ / __ /_·I;;,..✓ , ____ ,;:_,_·.;;,.,_,....;<.,.-,_:._·,_ . ...;,,··.;...;.;,'··_;'--~( ___________ _ 

) 

., 

. : 
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affiant has this date examined two~~~~--

-- ·v~~~ .. .,,, ""'mpnis, rennessee, Police Dep'1rtment. 
· •-. 4-----------...·• .. ->• ··.---··- w > ·\w?Pt 

That 
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AFFIDAVIT OF CAPTAIN R. L. WILLIAMS 

Affiant first being duly sworn, states as follows: 

That he is R. L. Williams, and that he resides at 

3549 North Trezevant, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, 

United States of America, and that he is employed by the 

Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, holding the rank of 

Captain, and assigned to the Homicide Division of the 

Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, and was so employed 

on April 4, 1968. That in his capacity as Captain of the 

aforesaid Homicide Department, at approximately 6:13 P.M., 

on April 4, 1968, affiant did make an inspection of the 

crime scene of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

more particularly described for purposes of this affi­

davit as a room on the second floor of a rooming house 

" loca"·ed at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Shelby County, 

Tennessee, said room being identified as Room SB, rented 

in the name of John Willard. That affiant's inspection 

of the aforeaid room revealed a black leather strap, 

approximately ll/3znp.~f an inch in width, was lying on 

the floor, and a black strap with a metal buckle on one 

end, being approximately ~f:'8'~¥nch in width, was found 

lying on the couch in said room. That both aforedescribed 

straps were confiscated as evidence by affiant, and turned 

over to Inspector N. E. Zachary, affiant's commanding 

officer, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department. That 

affiant has this date examined two straps in the custody 

of the Criminal Court Clerk of Shelby County, Tennessee, 

and affirms that such belts are the same as those affiant 

confiscated as evidence on April 4, 1968, at the place and 

time heretofore described. 

Further affiant 
s ai ~h ~3 /. tC1 . . 

---.£/-.~-~.-c-.~w-1,e:;.~.=-, 1\ ----

captain, Memphis, Tennessee 
Police Department 
United States of America 
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~oUNTY OF SHELBY 

Before me J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal 

Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer constituted 

to take oaths, appeared R. L. WILLIAMS , to me known _ _;.;.....,_;;;;...;;..--------------
personally and after being duly sworn, stated that the foregoing 

affidavit of one pagefo is true and correct to the best of 

his/a~x knowledge, information, and belief. I hereby certify 

-that this document is the original :i:x't~e!:XQtGJ11xa,:fx'tlt(1[X0~i~i.t~lx 

affidavit of R: L. WILLIAMS • ----;.;.-~------------
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of ~~jd Court,~ office, in the 

City of Memphis, this 10th day of June, 1968. 

f/J 1/ 1~
7
/I // · '/ f ii 1 . ~WYl.., \t,~c;_.-----\ CLERK -_1/,.:,..._....;_ .....;...,__;.......;_~.;.;;_~)----------

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

·COUNTY OF SHELBY 

I, Perry H. Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the 

Criminal Court of said County Division I, certify that J. A. 

Blackwell, whose true and genuine signature appears above to 

the foregoing certificate, is now, and was at the ti~e of sign­

ing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a 

Court of Record;· that his attestation is in due form, and his 

official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit. 
I 

WITNESS my hand, this le -;t;//day ;JJJ!une, 1968. 

~~~--Jy_rfr,E 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

I, J. A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of 

said County, certify that Honorable Perry H. Sellers, whose 

genuine official signature appears to the above and hereto an­

nex~d Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, 

· sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court Division I, in 

and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and 

CJ Q 
i · .... ;,i 
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qualified, and that all his official acts, as sucl1, are entitled 

to full faith and credit. 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, in 
day of June, 

the City of Memphis this 

196~. 
/ . 
. . . ·/ 

//1/l/1./, .. !i..:..<..---,· CLERK 
-"';.....,_J,. __ ....... , .i..,b ..,_0...,;.;;;;;...;;.__.;.,--------------
/ . / ) 
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AFFIDAVIT OF MR. CORDRA YORK, SR. 

Now comes the affiant after first being duly sworn 

and says as follows: 

That he is Cordra York, Sr., and rcsi<les ~t 13<J.S 

Yorkshire Drive, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, United 

States of America; that he is the partner of York Arms Company, 

a sporting goods business, whose main office is locate<l at 

162 South Main, ~emphis, Shelby County, Tennessee; that as 

part of his duty he has custody and control of the business 

records of the aforesaid company; that as a part of the normal 

course of business there is carried as normal stock for sale 

various brands of binoculars and narticular-4.:iin the normal . ( 

course of business they carry binoculars known by the brand 

name of Bushnell binoculars, which are manufactured by the 

D. P. Bushnell ~ Company, Inc., of Pasadena, California, 

United S.tates of America. An examination of the business rec­

ords reveals that prior to January 30, 1968, York Arms Company 

had received three 7 x 35 Bushnell Banner binoculars to be 

held in the store for normal sale; an<l that prior to February 8, 

1968, the York Arms Company had received six 7 x 35 Bushnell 

Banner binoculars for sale in the ndrmal course of business. 

That the said binoculars consisted of a binocular leather 

carrying case and accompanying straps and were contained in a 

black and yellow cardboard box. A check of a York Arms cash 

receipt date<l April 4, now in the custody of the Criminal Court 

Clerk of Shelby County, Tennessee, reveals that on that elate~ 

7 x 35 Bushnell Banner binocular, with leather case nnJ ac­

cor71panying straps and a black and yellow cardboard box, \•:c.1s 

sold for the amount of Forty-one dollars an<l 55/100 (~41.55) 

for cash and that as a part of the normal procedure sud1 a 

purchase is placec: in a gray-blue paper sack with the writings 

York Arms Company on the outside of the sack. Affiant would 
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be in g in the cu s to d y of th c c rim i_ n a 1 C: our t C 1 c r k of '.:; i, '-' 11, y 

County, Tennessee; and said binocular, with case and accomrnny-

ing straps and yellow ancl. black box, are of the s c:ir:i.e •;1anu f nctu re, 

color, size and similarities of the brand previously described, 

received, and sold on April 4, 1968, and the gray-blue pa11cr 

sack is of the same color consistency and make used by affiant's 

company in the normal course of business. 

, ' 

Further affiant saycth not. 

(l1>;-,,,r:t: .(. I k~ ;/:.-. ,' ) } . 
CORDRA YORK, SR., 136.SIYorkshire 
Orivc, ;\1c1'1phis, Shclb'y' County, 
Tennessee, United States of 
America. 

/iJ ' 
"'-f/ ,,... 
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Before me J. A. Dlackwell, Clerk of the Criminal 

Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, being an officer constituted 

to take oaths, appeared CORDRA YORK, SR. to me known _ _,.;_ _____ """"------' 
personally and after being duly sworn, stated that the foregoing 

affidavit of two pages is true and correct to the best of 

his/~ knowledge, _information, and belief. I hereby certify 

· that this document is the original :xaocCail(lxec~XOC$X~X<J'jC:iC~~}.C 

-affidavit of CCRDRA YORK, SR. • 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal· of said Court, at office, in the 
/~/',_ 

Cit~~of Memphis, this //· day of June, 1968. 

j>:;<,_/;;/ (( /(~: '· ,•->, CLERK°· 
/,/. i J 

_, / 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY O~-SHELBY 

I, Perry·H. Sellers, sole and presiding Judge of the 

Criminal Court of said County Division I, certify that J. A. 

Blackwell, whose true and genuine signature appears above to 

the foregoing certificate, is now, and was at the time of sign­

ing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a 

Court of Record;, ·that his attestation is in due form, and his 

official·acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit. 
✓ 

WITNESS my h_and.l, ~s - /42;i ~'Y; of June, 1968, 

f__/--cA-~nJ__/!_t_ _,,1/f_eA,g_ rec JUDGE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

ZJ 

I, J. A •. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of 

said County~ certify that ~onorable Perry H. Sellers, whose 

genuine official signature appears to the above and hereto an­

nexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, 

sole and presiding Judge of the Criminal Cou~t Division I, in . 
and for tho County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned nnd 

,,, 
I - • ' 

• I 
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qualified, and that all his official acts, as such, arc entitled 

to full faith and credit. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the seal of said Court, at office, 1n 
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