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FOR'JMMED!t\TBR.ELEASE ~;..:..;;..;.;:~----:--- CONTACT: Mr.··wint; 
iJH. ,},! ' 't ~' 3\'i"' ... ·.· ' . ,, »; l ff ti. , • The fiifit, <Jeflnltiv!> blogr&pliy <if t\it' alleged ,llSii"8Sin of Dr; .~tin .. L~ ~JS sc~, 

' ••••,•• ' ' . • ,' I t ,' • o • I, • •• ,:,':" • ,, '1 ' ',' '\ ' " < i,' • ' , ''", •,' ' "".' -,4?ti:,•/ 

f6r publicattQn in ~e fall of 1975 by Little, Brown. It ls JAMES EARL RAY: . An Amer1.can Life . 
. ' '••,• ,. . ' ·, ~'' '·, .. ~' 

George McMilla.tf~ a. portra_it of the 'man who one~ pleaded guilty to the. murder of the proniiµent cf 
. 1 

rights. _l~de1r~ut wb.o now insi_stta ~t h~ was coet~ed into that plea. 
,r ,,~ :... 
. . : ' . ,, ' ' '' ",, ' ' . ' ', ,' ' ,' ,' ' . . ~- .~: 
. ·, ,Interest ·in the book will be heightened by the. fact that Ray's appeal· ls· certain· to be going_ · 

' i.:: 1• 

' : . \ ·' '. ,-:1: . ,. ,t- ~':·· .:·. .,. .·. ::. . ,,:·:.-. ", ',• . ,· '·, . . ' - . •. . ·, ', .'· ··, .. i• '. ' :· ,: .. -.,.·· 

througlt ~e' c_~s, with attendant publicity, : uutil and perhaps long afte~ the book-'s publJcati~. d~ 
' ' . , . 'l .. , .. ·. , . ·tr' , ·. . . , ' .·. i • . . . . . ,. . . . . ' , . , . . . , / 

·•· .. / :'i --~-~ assumption of the boo,kis that Ray·committed·the crime and ~cted a!Qne, an.dth~:,:~f ·· 
:· . - _:~> .;;:·: ., . .. - .· . ; . . r:. . . . \ · -- - . . . . - . ... . . : ... j:J: 
.; stress .of the book.is that of cr~ting a P.?Ycliofogically-s·ensiti\Te portrait of Ray, begiuning:Wlth:lij.s. 
: .: .. '· \ .. . .. . . ·.· ·.: . . . ' .. ·.. ,· ·.· ' :. . ·: ; / '·/'.;;' 
heritage and bis. impoverished childhood in a small Mis$ouri town, up through the time he drove it 

· white Mus~ into Memphis the day before Dr. King was murdered~ .· 

1 
; . UnJ.ib _o¥r b~ks published. recently about~ Amerl1an political assasslnatiQ~ µ1 the J960's 

l- :' . . , ;_, ,., , . 

; .• ,...~.,.. this biography of Ray is no~ c~ntered on a, conspi~acy theory~· .. . : ' I 
:, ' .'' . ·. ' ,' . . 

l•',11 

The authcn-, a former l..a.sker · Fellow in ·civil Rights and Guggenheim Fellow, ~ho bas .· ". · . 
.. :,:.:.,. 

' • • • T J;, 

· · : _cQntrU,uted civil rights articles to ·'niany national magazines, bas spent m~re than five ye_ars o~ :· , 
. • .. ·. · ..•.. ·. •, ,• .·, ' . . . . .• .· . . . . . . . ·' .· '., . ' .· .• ... · .. ·· ... · -, ··'• "' 1 
. · )·,\~' pook.' \.In prepar.tion for .this stu<4r., .McMillan has. talked at length witlt Ray's. ~alllily,,. with:bi' 1: t 

fri~nds, .;1th his ~ellow-convfots:, school ~chers, s~ial worke~~-- and CQDSul~d ~y distingtd . !: 

~ists abolrt Ray •• r e. · ''"·, t/f'..-:}.'ief 91_4 f _. 
C .. · ' -~ ·.' . :OTJ~~:~ ___ _ 
t.·.•_ ... u,-mT·•vtn.~n. __ -·,~u;._~!19.~m5 ~o.·. ·. ~· ..• ~.·•-;. l .... ~ 'H"'lai,ii . '-· ·\1.34BE1\(''0NS'£' 

i,' ••1 -,_',h~,,. ,1.,,:i::,., , ,. :, ... l\ft1~ ~ 
-~~~;::>~:·· •: \f~fr ~~f•. , If' . .::f~i 
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Transmit the following in  (Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL (Priority) 

0 
FBI 

Dote: 5/25/74 

L 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: _ cI-MEMPS (44-1987) ( p*) 

SUBJEC/F : M1MURK1N 

OOT MEMPHIS 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of 
newspaper articles which appeared in the 5/24/74 edition of ( 
"The Memphis Press-Scimitar" and in the 5/25/74 edition of 
the "Commercial Appeal" both of which are daily newspapers 
published in Memphis, Tenn. Also enclosed for the Bureau 
are the original and four copies of LHM dated 5/25/74 concerning 
this matter. 

P•_72 - _F MADE. DA7T ,5/V/_̀7_,••By 

FOP, REiCi Al k-bs1,t 
TC LI;LU 

(i; t.LhLE 

REC 

Bureau (Enc.9) 1 
2 - Memphis 
JCH:plc 
(4) 

J-_\  

4 MAY 301974 

Approved y1-
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent  M Per   
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455-574 

54JuN 12i974 
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· FEDEBAL··»,trREAtJ o:r 1Nv:tsT 
' ' ':' 'I ', /i::)\\+.:',, }{!((:,y;'•/ ' 'i'.\],", _:. /:•:>1

: 'I ,,,, '' ::> 

.,,.:i:.•t, -•~·phis:~·.· Te~a~sse.-,'· 
· · 1411 2fh. 1~.74 

ti:::,:)::·/ 

·f,,,:(: •i· ,, ' 

',:' '· ,, > '.,, . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' .·· ,, ',' ,, ' ·.:, •· .. ' '·''.'t,i.i''. ' ' ., 
. ' .. · ·· :: ' On 1ta1 24,' lt74,::Dtstrtct Attorney General :a:~1h 
•. •·stallt·on,. Jr.,,> •••Pills• Tennessee, cc,ldidentially advised ·· 

th.at he had been apprc,aeb•d by 11r. Robert Ltv·tng•tCl>n who .·. . 
19' one of tbe a.ttorneys for James. Jarrl Ray .•. · lfr. L:lvinpton < . 

. :lns1$tecl that·Mr. Stanton aot.illf011I.· the J'ederaJ BUre•u of',k .. ,., 
·;Investigation· (J'BI) of t~ •tory t~t''' Livingston -.as to/ . :; ' · 
tell Stanton, claiain, that his •l:lle wu in great. danger.,, · 

: ,-ite a.tory related by Llvin-to• to Stanton is as tollowi!J,L 

,,' ,, . \ -..1111 late March, 1974' Livingston was ~~l~pbonically 
contacted at ■•phis by. a .man wbo identified himself• as : .. ·· 

· Cliff Andre••• owe·n Soulid, :Ontario, Canada. , Andrews. tol4 · 
·. Livingston that he and two otners were responsible for. the . 

murder ·ot Kini and that. a,l,1 would tes-t;lfy, provided the7 ·, · ·· 
were granted total ia.uai't:, from proeecut:l.on. Andre~• : ., ' 

·· ,.:badicated either on this ocQasi~n or later that he and.: . ..·. 
h:l.s two friends had been hired· by three Memphis businesSJJelt 
•uid by a fourth maa frOIII Cape Q1rardea,u, Miasouri, to.· ·· .. ··· ,,,:.'<. 
murder King. They were to'receive $250,000 fo~ the •ur«e..ii.~ 

. but due ·to circumstances no:t .e:xpla:Lned by Livtntston, \tbeY · 
were never paid. · · · · · · · · 

Shortly after ~ece_iv:l.q this .phone call, And:ll'ews • 
came to Memphis and was met by Livingston at the airpc>~t,~· 
According to Livingston., Andren searched Livingstori'11 c•r 
and laterhts office-and made a bil pJ."oduction. of be,ing· 

,.,, certain that his eonversati.on wae not being taped. . . 
··According t.o Livingston, Andrews .kept one hand, in· his coat 

,' at alt·· tiaee as .. though he were we~r.ing a should~i" hol.stEtl' • 
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FD-350 (Roy. 7-16-63) 

Chastain 

I 

(Mount Clippincj in Space Below) 

IAI.il 1. 

RevçIafions in First Interview VV ith a Memphis Ieporter Memphis 

Ray Says He asn ti'at 
S (Indicate page, name of 

• newspaper, city and state.) 

ne When King 
- PAGE .1 

as  Slain, . - MI I S PRESS 

By WAYNE CHASTAIN JR. 
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer • 

A Memphis attorney today said he had been contacted 
by an intermediary for two professional gunmen seeking 
immunity from prosecution in connection with the April 4, 

1968, assassination of Dr. Martin Luther L 
King Jr. in Memphis. 

The attorney, Robert I. Livingston, 
represents James Earl Ray, 46, who is now 
serving a 99-year sentence after pleading 
guilty in February 1969 to Dr. King's mur-
der. 

In an interview with Ray and Living-
ston at the Tennessee State Prison in Nash-
ville yesterday, Ray told this reporter he 
did not shoot and kill Dr. King. His attorney 
said: 

"Within the past 90 days, I have had 
several contacts with a man who says he is an intermediary 
for the two men - including the trigger man - who are 
seeking immunity from prosecution." 

Livingston said he provided Hugh Stanton Jr., Shelby 
County attorney general, with information provided by the 
intermediary and has offered to take a polygraph or lie 
detector tst. 

Stanton confirmed that Livingston had made contact 

ZN_ b 

Dote: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

\1EMPHIS, TENN. 

1;,i _/ 
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In a ne.ws conference at the prison, a Nashville televi-
sion newsman, Stanley Siegel, asked Livingston if the trig-
ger man was famous. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



with his and informed him about the "intermediary's 
Te4uest," dded: 

"We w0be glad to sit down and talk to either the 
intermediary, or the two men, but from the information we 
now have there is no way we can contact them - they must 
contact us." 

Livingston said the intermediary informed him that the 
gunmen are seeking immunity so they can testify against 
four wealthy, socially prominent Americans—black and 
white - who paid to have Dr. King killed. 

"The gunmen - both white - did it strictly for money," 
Livingston said. "They had no feelings one way or the other 
for Dr. King. The motives of the men who paid to have Dr. 
King killed sprang out of hate, although they could probably 
rationalize what they did as consistent with national securi-
ty." 

By "national security," Livingston said, he meant that 
the men paying for Dr. King's death believed King was 
working for a foreign power and that his "Poor People's 
March" throughout the South to Washington, D.C., in June, 
1968, was a plot to "touch off a racist revolution in the na-
tion."  

"One report was that the trigger man was supposed to 
get at least $250,000, but was paid $100,000," Livingston said. 
"Because he did not get all the money he felt he was entitled 
to may be his motive for wanting to testify against the men 
putting up the money." 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"He is probably the most famous obscure.man I have 
ever heard of," Livingston said. "He is not famous, how-
ever, despite many daring escapades. He is known to the 
FBI, although to my knowledge, they have not connected 
him with this case." 

Livingston said the trigger man is known as "an interna. 
tional gun runner" and is believed to be still living in the 
continental limits of the U.S. 

"Ray did not know this man," Livingston said. "Ray 
was nothing but a fall guy. . . a patsy in the murder of Dr. 
King. They set him up and sucked him in. Thi- is what has 
made the defense's job so tough. Ray had not been able to 
tell us what happened, 'because he does not know himself. He 
was not there when it happened. He did not know there was 
a conspiracy to kill Dr. King but thought he was participat-
ing in a gun-running venture." 

Livingston said Ray left the upstairs rooming house at 
4221,4 South Main at about 5:20 p.m. On the day King was 
killed. King was shot as he stood on the balcony of the 
Lorraine about 6:01 p.m. from a shot fired either from the 
bathroom of the rooming house or bushes outside the room-
ing house, he added. 

"One of the men seeking immunity paid Ray $200 ' and 
told him to go downtown to a movie," Livingston said. 
"There was supposed to be an important visit from an ex-

%, 4 
Turn to Page 6— RAY'S LAWYER 
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1 1 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Ray's Lawyer Tells Of 'Int ermediary' 
MW 0 

pert gun runner about 6 in the room Ray rented for the 
men." 

The trigger man, Livingston said, did not show up until 
a few minutes before 6. 

This reporter, who has investigated the Kin,g slaying for 
some six years, showed Ray some photographs of a man 
suspected of being the gun runner and trigger man. Ray 
said: 

"Yes, I believe I saw this man in J's Cafe (422 S. 
Main below the rooming house) and Jim's Place (a beer 
lounge two blocks away) the afternoon before the slaying. I 
got the feeling he was following me, so I left both places 
while he was still inside." 

Low Tire on Mustang 
In his first interview with a Memphis newsman since 

he pleaded guilty, Ray said that when he left the rooming 
house about 5:20, he noticed a low tire on the Mustang he 
had parked in front of Jim's Cafe. 

"The man who gave me the money to go to the picture 
show said I was to leave the Mustang as they would be using 
it. When I noticed the low tire, I thought I would drive it 
over to a nearby service station." 

At a station at Second and Linden, Ray said he waited ' 

for a long time before he got an attendant to fill up the tire. 
"When I drove back to the rooming house, the whole 

block was sealed off and police were all over the place," 
Ray said. "There was a policeman standing in the middle of 
the street, and he yelled 'Get out of here!' as I was trying to 
drive and park somewhere in front of the rooming house." 

Ray said he asked the policeman if he could make a U-
turn and proceed north on South Main Street. He quoted the 
policeman as saying: 11 

"I don't care what you do, just get out of here." 
Ray said he made the Ti-turn and proceeded to drive 

south out of Memphis toward Mississippi. 

Turned on the Radio 
"It wasn't until I almost got to Grenada, Miss., that I 

turned on the radio and heard what had happened," Ray 
said. "The radio broadcast mentioned 422 South Main Street 
and it wasn't until then I learned that I had been associated 
with men who conspired to kill Dr. King." 

Ray said he did not travel via Interstate 55 to Grenada, 
but took back roads because he feared he was the object of a 
search - even before learning of Dr. King's death. 

"After all, as an escapee from the Missouri State Prison, 
I still owed the State of Missouri 18 years,'Ray said. "When 
I saw all those policemen at 422'/ South Main Street, I 
knew something important had happened. The man I noticed 
who had been following me earlier in the afternoon may 
have described me to the police. For this reason, I proceed-
ed as cautiously as I could to Atlanta, first through Missis-
sippi, and then through Birmingham, by as many back roads 
as I could." 

Ray said he met aman named "Raoul" when he was a 
fugitive in Canada in 1967. He was on the docks looking for 
seaman papers when he met Raoul, Ray said. 

Raoul, Ray said, "set him up" by convincing him he 
could get rich in a "gun running scheme." 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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8ou9ht' Rifle 'ir,01,•e rmingham 
Ray said he purchased the  left in front of the room-

ing house in Memphis from a Birmingham, Ala., sporting 
goods store in March 1968 on orders of Raoul. 

"After buying the rifle, I was then instructed to proceed 
to Memphis, but take my time, as I was supposed to deliver 
the rifle either on April 3 or April 4," Ray said. 

"Contrary to the story put out by the FBI that I went to 
Atlanta after buying the rifle, I proceeded toward Memphis, 
driving less than four hours a day and spending the nights in 
motels," Ray said. 

On the night of April 2, Ray said he spent the night at 
the DeSoto Motel in DeSoto County, and the Rebel Motel in 
Memphis on the night of April 3, Ray said. 

Ray said he pleaded guilty to the charge because of 
"misrepresentations" by his former attorney, Percy Fore-
man, and because of his "mental state" resulting from soli-
tary confinement in the Shelby County jail. 

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati revers-
ed a federal court ruling in Memphis and held that Ray was 
entitled to an "evidentiary hearing" as to whether Foreman, 
a Houston attorney, improperly negotiated a guilty plea with 
the late Judge W. Preston Battle. 

Effort to Get New Trial 
Ray is seeking the evidentiary hearing so he can obtain 

a new trial in the criminal courts of Tennessee, contending 
Foreman obtained the guilty plea by coercion and misrepre-
sentation. 

The State of Tennessee is appealing the Court of Appeals 
ruling, and the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on the 
matter any day. 

By coercion, Ray said he meant that Foreman had told 
him that he was going to be electrocuted if he pleaded inno-
cent, because the state had "an air tight case" against him. 

He also told him that a book about the murder by Wil-
liam Bradford Huie would "not make any money" if it were 
about a man who was innocent of Dr. King's murder. 

The money from the book, Foreman reminded him, was 
paying for his defense, Ray said. 

How Ray Looks Today 
This was the first time this reporter had çver seen Ray 

in person. He looked just like his pictures, except his hair is 
rapidly turning gray at the temples. 

He looked surprisingly young and healthy in the face. 
Except for a trace of prison pallor, there was color in his 
face and his complexion appeared free of wrinkles. 

"I exercise, try to keep in good shape, but my waist line 
is about 34 inches, compared to 30 or 32 before I came in 
here. It is all this slop I eat in prison that put it here," said 
Ray, as he slapped a slight bulge over his stomach. 

Ray said he had granted only one other interview to a 
newspaper and that was the National Enquirer in February. 
Several television newsmen have photographed and gotten 
brief quotes from him at the prison. 

"I rarely feel up to giving interviews," Ray said. "When 
you have been in solitary confinement for as long as I have, 
and the only people you have talked to are lawyers and 
prison guards, you get kinda nervous talking to others." 

After an interview with The Press-Scimitar, Ray re-
fused to be photographed and interviewed by a Nashville 
television crew. 

"Interview my attorney - I don't feel up to any more 
questions today," he told the 4evision crew. 

It was at this point, Livingston revealed the information 
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concerning the intermediary seeking immunity for the two 
gunmcfl. 

Dirig the interview with Ray, Ray said he had quit 
rea4ing the books about the King assassination and those 
contending that he had fired the shot out of "racist mo-
tives." 

Ray said: "I have never hated blacks. If you will check 
the psychiatric tests given to me at the Missouri State 
Prison, you won't find any reference to any prejudice or bias 
against blacks. If I were prejudicial, you would "think it 
would show up in prison psychiatric interviews." 

Ray said he spends most of his reading time studying 
law books - when he can get them from the prison library. 
He said he has become very interested in criminal and con-
stitutional law, as well as contracts in the field of civil law. 

Another Memphis attorney, Richard Ryan, who has 
represented Ray in civil matters, told this reporter to ask 
Ray how he so quickly obtains the decisions of recent cases 
rendered by U.S. Supreme Court and federal courts. 

11 Ray Gets News Quickly 
'Ray finds out about these case holdings beforhey are 

in the advance sheets sent by the courts to the wyers," 
Ryan said. "Yet, Ray is complaining he does not have ac-
cess to enough law books." - 

When asked how he gets access to these court decisions, 
he grinned: 

"The news travels fast in prison - even to a guy in 
solitary confinement." 

Ray explained that when a decision is rendered by a 
coirt, the prisoner involved in the case Js usually promptly 
coitacted by his lawyer. Then the prisoner tells his fellow 
prisoners, and the news is rapidly transmitted through the 
prison population by word of mouth. 
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I-350 (Rev. 7-l6-3) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

'Conspiracy' 
Killed King, 

Says Lawyer 
By MICHAEL LOLLAR 

James Earl Ray's Memphis attorney 
claimed yesterday he has been in peri-
odic contact since March with a repre-
sentative of "the three men who actu-
ally carried out the slaying of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr." 
Promoting a "conspiracy theory" be-

hind the April 4, 1968, slaying, Robert I. 
Livingston said the intermediary is 
seeking immunity from prosecution for 
the slaying conspirators. The attorney 
said the slayers want to testify—"in 
revenge"—against ' ' f o u r Southern 
gentlemen" who hired them, not Ray, 

to murder King. 
U.S. Atty. Thomas F. Turley Jr. was 

doubtful of the intermediary's claims, 
and an investigator who was closely 
associated with the King case said, "I 
can't get excited about it" 

Any renewed federal investigation of 
the slaying would be at Turley's re-
quest. But, he said, "This office has not 
received any evidence from anybody 
which changes the conclusions about 
this case reached years ago after ex-
haustive review of the results of a thor-
ough worldwide investigation. 

"If Mr. Ray, his latest lawyer or 
both have any such evidence we will be 
pleased to receive and pursue it. Mean-
while, we are not going to be made 
pawns in a publicity game, nor invei-
gled into chasing easily fabricated self-
serving rumors. 
"Mr. Livingston in a y have been 

denied such experiences, but this office 
is contacted regularly by intermedi-
aries of unidentified persons said to be 
willing and claimed to be able to solve, 
in exchange 1 or immunity, crimes 
ranging from the so-called 'Donation of 
Constantine' to the murder of Cock 
Robin. And we have no *:ntentofl of 
running such rabbit tracks in the'Ray 
case or apy other. As Justin Wilson 
(the comedian) says, 'We've been 

dar.'" 1/ 52ç 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Shelby Connty Atty. Gen. .Hugh Stan-
ton Jr. said he discussed the conspira-
cy theory with Livingston yesterday 
morning. " It was all real secret until 
he later got on television." Stanton 
said he "got the impression" that the 
intermediary actually was one of the 
"three men" Livingston claims to be 
the slayers. 

"I told him I would be glad to talk to 
anybody w h o has any information 
about the case or any other case. But I 
can't grant immunity to anyone with-
o u t knowing what they're talking 
about. I'll have to talk to them before 
making a decision. You can't call balls 
and strikes from left field." 
sination. 1 

Livingston had said earlier: "They 
all think this is a hoax, a farce and a 
sham, a grandstand play, but if they 
find my dead body lying out here some-
where they'll say, 'Well, maybe there 
was a conspiracy.' 
He said he doesn't believe a "lone 

gunman theory" in any political assas-
Lincoln. 

The attorney said he has met the 
intermediary—a 50- to 60-year-old edu-
cated white man - in person twice 
and talked to him by telephone on 
several occasions. He doesn't know 
where the telephone calls originated. 

Livingston said the man did identify 
himself, "but I'm sure it was a bogus 
name." He refused to divulge t h e 
name. "I wouldn't even tell the FBI 
that. I'd rather die. I'm not trying to 
set anybody up." 
He said the intermediary has told 

him eight men were involved altogeth-
er, including Ray as the "patsy." He. 
said Ray was chosen as the patsy, be-
cause, "He's just a gullible-type sort of 
fellow, e a s ii y influenced and led 
around. He had never been a high-
powered criminal all his life, just 
penny ante stuff like sticking up gro-
cery stores and things like that." 

Livingston said, four Southern men - 
at least one of whom is black - origi-
nated the murder plot. He said their 
Motive was either "hate' or the l?elief 
that "eradication of Dr. King would be 
forThe good'of the American iiation"` 
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The attorney said the intermediary 
strongly indicated one of the four - 

"each socially and financially promi-
nent" - is from Memphis. "I didn't 
ask for any names. When someone is 
volunteering information y 0 u can't 
push them, because all they have to do 
is stop talking." 
Supposedly, they hired three men to 

carry out the murder. Two of the men 
were professional gunmen, the third 
"something else." Livingston said each 
of the three is a white male, and one, 
the actual gunman, "is a professional 
triggerman known to the FBI because 
of other offenses and wild escapades 
he's been involved in." 
According to his conspiracy theory, 

the three slayers were promised $250,-
000, of which $100,000 would go to the 
triggerman. Their current efforts to 
seek "revenge" stem from a "failure 
to make the full payoff and possibly 
otlier things," Livingston said. 
Denying a publicity scheme, Living-

ston said, "They (disbelievers) think 
the same thing about me that they 
think about UFOs, but I know what 
I've seen and heard." 
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FD36 (45.2264) 

Transmit the following in 

S 
4 

FBI 

Date: 

. 
• 

6/4/74 

Via  AIRTEL  

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (p*) 

SUBJECT MURKIN 

For Savannah's information, JAMES EARL RAY is to 
be afforded an evidentiary hearing in the USDC, WDT, Memphis, 
to determine whether or not he was properly represented by 
Attorney PERCY FOREMAN at the time that RAY pleaded guilty in 
State Court to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. RAY is being 
represented by Attorneys BERNARD FENSTERWALD, WDC, and ROBERT 
LIVINGSTON of Memphis. The State's case is being handled by 
HENRY HAILE of the Attorney General's Office, Nashville, Tenn. 

ROBERT LIVINGSTON has recently made statements to ) 
the news media that he has been in touch with a man who claim 
that he and two others are responsible for the murder of KING! 
and that RAY was an innocent "'fall guy" who was used by the  
real killers. According to LIVINGSTON, these three men will , 
testify if granted immunity and will name the four men who -' 

hired them to kill KING. LIVINGSTON appears to believe this 
story and has confidentially advised the District Attorney 
General at Memphis of two meetings had by him with one of the 
three men. One such meeting was at Memphis during late March, 
1974, and the other meeting was in Detroit on 4/20/74. At 
the Detroit meeting this individual, using the name CLIFF 
ANDREWS, was accompanied by his wife who used the name 
MARGARET. 

On 6/3/74, Mr. HENRY HAILE advised SA JOE C. HESTER 
that GEORGE McMILLAN, an author writing a book about KING's 
murder, has told HAILE that he believes LIVINGSTPs contact 
is one RAYMOND CURTIS who escaped from the Georgia State 
Prison at Reidsville, Ga., about 6 months ago. 

e- Bureau 
2 — Savannah 
2 - Memphis 
JCH:jap 
(6) 

54 JUN 1  Approved  .4'' "v.- Sent  M Per   

REC-85 / 
'I 

15 JUN 6 1974 

S;é. Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455,/14 
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ME 44-1987 

LIVINGSTON has described CLIFF ANDREWS as a middle 
aged white male having a large frame, brown hair streaked with 
gray, and as being very distinguished looking. ANDREWS also 
spoke with a French accent and claimed to be a resident of 
Canada. McMILLAN has apparently been in contact with RAYMOND 
CURTIS and states he fits this general description. McMILLAN 
also told HAILE that CURTIS claimed to have information 
regarding the KING murder but, in fact, he did not. 

LEADS: 

SAVANNAH DIVISION 

AT REIDSVILLE, GEORGIA Will promptly furnish 
Memphis copies of the best available photograph of CURTIS 
plus any psychiatric evaluation documents available from 
prison or parole files. 

Will furnish all available information concerning 
his criminal background with particular emphasis on whether 
or not he has ever been involved in any confidence schemes. 

Will furnish details regarding any State or Federal 
process outstanding against CURTIS. 

PLEASE EXPEDITE. 

2 
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FD-36 (R. 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

FBI 

Date: 6/5/74 

Via  AIRTEL  

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*) 

SUBJECT: QIURKIN 

(00 Memphis) 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of a 
transcript of a television interview given by RAY's attorney, 
ROBERT LIVINGSTON, at Nashville, Tenn., on 5/2 4/74. This 
transcript was furnished to SA JOE C. HESTER by Assistant 
District Attorney General HENRY HAILE of Nashville, Tenn. 

Bureau (Encs. 
1 - Memphis 
JCH:mrp 
(3) 

' U IV 17- 19A, 
Approved  - aw-

0. 
Sp'cial Agnt in Charge 

V 
4 ? 974 
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_,;,,,;-:_, 

· .. · /'"},'\; ' ' 

Channel:·5, - .''Stanl;y Seigel Ta.lk 

·• •.·•. . ROBERT LIVINGSTON: I~ierYte"l,f •il\B!t;~~j 
-~~-~~-----~-~~~-~---~--~--~-~~~-~----~--~-~----------~--• J ·.'_; 1 

SEIGEL: Thi.s was'·:t:~p~:c1._.;~:terd~y--~~ the Tenn.esse~. si~t~,;. 
Prison,, May 23, > 1974. 

_,' ·.• ' 

,. 
His ·name is Robert Livingston,; 

here fs hts assessment as 1:o ·who, in .. fact, did ki.11 Dr. 

Martin Luther King. ' 
\. ,,, t' 

., .. • . 
. .. ·, 

' ~ '/>. 

Q •.. All· right, sir •.. You are ·going to defend James Earl. Ray 
♦ . . ., , • · ... : I .. , ,.' , 

if he goes to tri.al? 

·A.:. Yes, that's true_ •.. W~. have ·th~ rilatter in the u. 
. . . . . '",':: .. 

·.-:Court right now~ I.• say we . do ..:. · the State of Tennessee· ·; .· . · 
V .. .. , . ' . 

· does. · They .. filed. thki/p8tition for writ llf ·c;,r~i~ra~t}/)j}f'< 
and whe~ the 'case . i~ tried in Sh~lby. County Ten~ess~e·· oni:'.·,) 1

.+ 
. . ,. . ' .,, '. 

', 

its. merits, well,. the present pian. is .:.> there are tb.ree· · 
' >. •,, ,", 't,• "' •. ,·., .' ' ,- , . ' , ,,I ·,•,' ; ' , ,· _..'· , : ' 

lawyers · invo lve·d- and. the underst:anding with Mr. · ~Y .· is· 

that I will be ·th~, le~d couris'el .and serv~ :ln th~:: ~~tual'.,: 

: trial, because· the other two iawyers who .are ;rotn Wa:shittgton 
•, •., o • : ' \, ••.; ••:-' •. ; ,• . ;. •:, ,; ' • • e " ,' I.• .• ' . •~•: c . '_ ,\/ '• •• •. , :-•, "••' ',, p : ,', • ,: ,_.,,. :,", • :,''_:/i .,: • ' • •, ,; • 

D. '·, c. have 11~,;er tried a case inside the state h:t ·Tennesse 
' . . . ' ' . ~~-

· .. and r ha::1:,1g:;:~:t~ .. ~.· ...... ;.:~ .. ~.c:,~t. l.•i:n:~r· 
· · ·.·.·,' · · :{•c1a0s~- .·.. ·.. · 

'. "'· ... ,, 
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'", /);i, ,::;i,':,,?i ,. , .; • , i 
, ·},\ to· give the imp~es sion· 

\ ' ,j' ; I ~ .,, ' ,, < 

• ,,•,•:J;i'., '/,'•'f :,,,.1,i / •• • (I,•~. •.,I ''•,~ 

.• .. ·the t:i;-igger'."on .the r 

King?,,·· 
, ... ~; '1~1.-i':_,,:, .. >'• .. ~<:-,}, . ·,, ,/:,;'\:., ',,· .· .. // ,'· 

Mt: Ray is willing to tak~ a 'polygrapht .test to·:~ha.t ;-
,,,,. ·, t,'• 

effect. and. ans;;er that q\iest:l~n~' 11d;i..d y~u actu~lly · .. 
• ' , : • ' . l • >• .· • . •.''. ,., 

· ·.pull .the trigger on .the :rifle,·.that. killed Dr~ Ma~tin .. , i 
•. • . •· • , l ·••, I •' • • . 

Luther King, Jr.?"· He says he did riot.· 

tion during the past ninety days that-~is sufficient to 

~onvince us ·that he was the ·"fall guy", he was nset up°..·•·· 

~;·r:·, ,. and he was "sucked fn'' by ti group of highly train~d 

' l· ·.: .. ' ~'. . professionals. 

:~1\ . Q • . · YOU also' have infonnati.on . that would identify the JDan 

:j': :1 . who did do it, is that what you are telling us? 

<,}· ... A. 
.. <J ·.·. 
, ':ii . 

We have strong suspicions in that direction • 

" ..• , 
·/.-::\·l · 

•. , l . 
:~ 

.<·1 
~J .· 

Is he a famous man? 
/ 

1, I .. 

. A • . Well, no, he is not a famous ~ and .:· •.•. ·well~ 

his. • ·• • from many of his escapades, it. is a. wonder. he 

hasn't become a· fam~us nian, ,;but he is. not widely ktlown~ ,\ ,·· 

Q. Is he living in the United States? . · 
,.· . ·, 

. A. ' :We .. have, reason to believe that he is.;. Now, he is famous 
·,..r . . ' 

to the F .B. I •. ·. I will go that far., 

·· .. The.man t.hat·•killed Dr~--·Martin°Luther 

States?· ·; 
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.. 
·•A· 
,,l 

. t 

.. ~ . . 

• 

my impression. that · h~ is, . 

·•·. -How did' you·. get: that·--information?····::·· 
. . ,' . ' ( '. .... ;;'.··•'.·,'!_,;,•··it:, ' 

W~ll, ,we wer~ ,contacted by c€rtaJn individuals 

information pertaining, to .t:his, case and we. met with .·· 
,. . •, . " . '. . . . ~ ., 

,. (-·'!, :\ .. ~ .. • :· .. 

. · those; individuals artd they divulged what' info_rmat:ion. _•· ... 

:':. ·that :they hadf to us, and through investigation'~ and 

,_ talking to· various and sundry people around the, country 

,_c · we have· c:ome to th~se conclusions. 

Q. For what purpose did he do 'it? 
•1," ,. 

A •. For what purpos.e did. the man kill King? The guy who_ 

a~tually pulled.the trigger? 
I 

Q~ . Yes, sir •. 

A. For money, for money .. a·· substantial sum of money. 

· had no. feelings one way or the other toward Dr. King. 

He is a hired killer. He .. done his thing, and Dr •. King 

·. was doing his thing. He ;i.had no qualms with Dr. King •• >. , 
no interest in Dr. King's stand-._ on any matter or 

phylosophy. He .did it for money, .a $Ubstantial sum 

<'''L .. money. 

~:1 :: ;::i:hs:n::Ut $250,000.00 -~s the 

'ii ,~, Q. :~ he pQid that money? 

~;\;:~i~(t;i; .. 
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:f,,,.,·,..,,:1};,,:.;•' 

;;~ &;:~if ![:,~r,,, 
·is my .unders,tandi.ng 

·Q~ :' Can you tell ·us" som~thing. about th~ man •. waf he. a 
· . ,., , , .. ,. ,I· ·. •;·•., ., , ' '.t ,. 1 , . . ,, 

:,, .. '~(;, : ·,, 1/ ·.' 
; ._. •, . ' • •·•, ~• ( ~'., I, • ':, • ' . '· '. ' •, ,''·.' . ; •,,'_'.. '',, ,' .'. ' :: I /': • • ,' • 

,-: '..::\.>'white man, -~ black man, a rich man:t .~ poor iman? . , 
, , I,.' •• • ' , ' l '. ' ~ ''• • " I ·"' ' ' ' '" ' ,' • ,. , • • 3 ,' ,' 

From the ln.formatio~ 'that we', ll~ve,:/h~I• is a :w~ite man. ' 
' .. 

,,.\,:.:: ~ ', "!'· \ . 

And wh~t .• does J:ie: d.o, is he a member of the Mafia, 

.· , example?' : · • 

·., No/ no,-ties· with the .Mafi~. 
. . . . ', ' 

Q. Does he have any political ties at all? 

A. · No ,political ti.es· whatever • 

. Q. · He 'is a hired me~cineryi ··: 

. . A. He is a professional killer • 

You:say the F.B.I. know this· man? Know who he is? 
. •' •' ;' 

They know this :an and uh, •••• yes, ·they know this·uian. 

'Q. 

A. 

They have not yet, as of our knowledge, connected.him 

up with this particular case, but he is known to the 'FBI. 

Q. ·So, they don't know that he did do this? . : 
A.· They don't know it yet. 

. . ' -

Q.· Well, w:hen .are ypu going_ to· blow the whistle on· this •·· .. 
_,~: 

'
1

. man? 

I: A: Wemay never. 

Ct;·, . Q •. Why Ji<>~? 
-~--:~ :- :: '. . 

:.l·:l'. i>·: A. · Well, because o! this. 

tt',:>,: , involv.ing·Mr. Rar, at the 

We·are;fighting a legal . 

time, .. and· if 
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.·. ve-ry likely this will:.never be .. rev..ealecl 
. •• ' ;\\.' •' :.• ' • ' ' •.',: , •r.,•, i '••,1

1

(:••-•:•,",: .:,,' • • c ,i\:,•'\•'\'.:('•, ',• 

.li;tcely will never. be reveal.ad~, 1
•• ' 

. , .. ·~ ' .... ., ' ' - : . ;· ',,'' ·. ,t,) , ·::-'1 . ~it . 

. Q .' .. ·· In other words, James tart Ray rii!ght gJt 

the evidentiary hearing and then the k
0

iller wot1ld 

be at iarge1 
.. 

,A. · 'l'hat is entirely 'possible · • · •• entirely. :possible. 

Q. · Have you talked to the killer? • 

· A~ · No, I haven~ t. 

.. 
. . 

. ' . 

Q. 

Q •. 

Why' did this man tip you. off.: - the person that tipped 

you off about the killer?. .. . . 

Seeking innnunity. ~ •• for the,. for the man that .c~mmitted . 

the ~ffense. 

I don't understand what rou -mean. Was he in trouble 

too, though? ' · 

Immunity from prosecution. 
' 

He's in· trouble himself, the tips_ter is in trouble, too? 

·A. Professionai' •• : professionq.l criminals. · 

Q. · Have you told anybody .about this yet? 

1···told B~mard Fensterwald. in. Washington, D.C •. I told· 
. . 
you here today~ That' s it.. . : 

Are you willing · to tak_e a 
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". ·· .. } ?i' '.'.I·.•· t 'ii: ?f;.: }t:{~\"(; •• •,. \\: '/ . 
• I ( •1 ,,1 ~ 1 , :b ~ I ' )~, l/ ~ 

.,; ... - -·,.·._,,r~;'-' :f\> ':,, ,:i~\/)i~:::\.·,:.:;~::~(?·.-::;:J/}.:. • ~,·::•_:: :)':-' 
· ·. •. A. •. ,'.Why,\·of.icqurse · !:would.· • 1.wotild ,t.~ke 

,.:.;:;,: .,,;i\}::1, -•. ,.: "·' ' .· .• :: {: . ,, ' ' ' 
,' · ·. ·Q./,?:So .Y9l:L.believ~ there wa•s: .~e>me. c9tispi:r;acy 
. , ··:_.,,./:,,:;<: , .. · •"i:, • - ·,,i'- ... ,!,< :1"·:",.,<·>;:,, .. ·:{'.-''.:iW•·;'\_ .· 

A~"c'\ QhJ most· assu:r:e.dlY. ; '!'. beli~ile there· was 

. '. ~ii, spec~lati · on. thf ;dJjie,? :i~.i.i, •. ~.\ .•. [.\';.~;j(f 
. .{ ,..·.:•'.,\'.\t;:.. ' . ' ' . . 

Well, hate •• hat;e .. 1·for :nr •.. Ring, . 
" _-; ' I . ,, ' , · .' ' :,;·, >~~ 'i., . · . , ;,,\·;~ 4 ,_'· ·, , 

·attd..hi~ position,.·and, his·ph.ylo~.~phy. <'Ju.st sheer 

·\:nothing more, nothing else .• ·· 

.: But the man who' killed''him 'himself had no hate, 
. .. . . 

· just· a •••• 
. ' . 

No fe~lings. 

Q~ , He was just. as a hi~ed:gun.~ ._ ., 
.'. ' ,'ti;' ' 

A.·· .. No, feelings what.ever,·•· Woule have no more feeling 

shooting a dog'. No >argument, no quarels with Dr~ 

just agun for hire •. ·.· 

Q. Well, then, how did M~.- Ray get involved in this, 

did he become the fall guy? . ..t . 

. A. He was· set up, and sucked in by a group of highly 

professionals.,. .·· 

Q. Well, how do ·they operate, Mr. Livingston? 

Well, .. they bring people in and they give. 

· assignments unde~. the guise .that the}" ,.are doing ~rte 

· ·. thing :whfm, ·. in effect, they are in reality ,,!doiri~:,:s'.01T1~~ · 
,,i,; ;:, _,.,/ 

~hing . else, •· ~nd riot: realizing 
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• 

i;r ti; ~'i'.' · . '2I?~} ';{Ci_i{.
1

:_,:._;,·:·;,:.i.: .. ~, •• _._·~.-,:;\-;:.l_

1 

•. ':.:_ ' ... -.. •.'.:_·.::_
1

·.::.f.:_f::.:_·:.::_f ~.;.·~ ... ti:t ', :. \: ., 
1;t;:;:1ii:::J'i"~➔ i':1:;_yy::,,:_0:,. •"; . . . -:·· ; ; ,·: . 

Well/ let''. s su:ppose,;,,,.for· et~pl~, that· ::I .m;:,.· .lames 
'' I ,:, ,', ':' • ••,/• •• ,>" ·, '", .{.~ •, • .,.,.- ·• •• ,•,, ·.,,/ .. ,•);•,:/(;,;i:,_· ... :,~:\,\/~•,, .. i•r ·\.,, 

~ ..-: Ray, ,. the man now convicted for the· i~ii~lnit:i.on' of' 

~art4n Luth~r •King.-•. ;;_)Jow do tl.l~y. get,·,PQ ~e{i. How did 
.:-: : - ·._ .. ·· .. _· ··•-·. 1 - .;_ .. \.. · :?".t!Lft}t',·1•·:}}?/)tt · ... -.. .: .. ,:., 
,. this come about. . •• ,,/f){:.i>> . ,,, ... , ,., • ,,, .. ,..,,,, • · 

, : , ,:, •> - .. · •. :· .. • ·. : ·, , - , · . . -. : ... ,,·'if'} ?Wi'.;, , :1··· ·, <\:'< 
A •. ··. Well ,lc<the· information,: that·• we .have, : ~t :'.'ias '. decided·. 

'.{_1•.f. ,, . 

· ·a ·group of :in4ivi,.duals .th.at ni-·~ •- Ki~g had to go, 
• ¥ , ,II,. •. , ,, 

J '\;, ,1.: 

professionals were_ contacted ·to carry out the job. ' '.they . 
. - . . . ·~· . 

needed a fall guy' a'[\d '~y .had' just ·escaped from '::th.er. 
• ! ' ' 

.·. Missouri State Prison in Missouri, Jeff~rson City, ·Mo~ 

and he was singled.Out as being, a person t~ _qualify, to., 

be set up and intic~d int6 this~·•· Ray' admits. that .he was 

at ,422-1/2: South.Main, on April 4th, 1968,.· the day .that 
, ,' ' _I \ < ''/. • ·• :;. • ' •, ,',,' ·•,'!" 

Dr. King was killed, ,but he was told that -he was going 

there f~r_the purpose of showing ·this rifle to a prof~• 

fesional gun runn_er and then if this gun runner .liked1;, -- · 

this rifle then th~y were going /to get into·, the gun- : 

running business, · and Ray went. there, he adm~ts 
' 

there., but he was under .the impression that he was.there 
' • ' I 

for the p~rpose of getting j.nto the gun-running busin~is'. 

' between: here and L~ti~ America ~ • .. that he wa·s not th~re ' 

foi:: 'the purpose of killirtg. Dr. Ki~g, he had. no k:nowledie 
. ' . ,·, 

:that D.i:-. King was going to be killed, 
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for. ·the purpose. of . eng~g-ing ._ in _ illegal. a~tiyities . 

but that he had 'no la?-o~ledge thati 'l{ing w~s going t~ be 
,,'! ' 

~ : killed and did not know that King had been killed until •· 

. he bad reached Renada, ~i;~i~sippi, . some s~~enty-five . 
• ' < • .,, • I 

miles south of Memphis.;' ·< ' · 
· Q •. , Well, why we~e his fin.gerprj.nts on the gun?': 

· ' A.. ·· His .fingerprints were ort the gun because the people had: 
.'>, • 

set him up_ .•• --~- ·had sent him into the store in Birmingham · · 
' . .·, 

to byy the. rifle, . lle handled· the rifle continuously be-

ca1.1se _he was' t~ld t~t that ~as th~ rifle that wa$ 
• . . 

. ·to be shown_ t<> this professional gunman 

Q. Wba_t do you µie~n was going to· be shown ••• do you mean_. __ .· 

like-~ rifle that was to be given, or something?. 
' ·' ,••. . ·, ·, ··.. . . ' · ... ' 

A. Exhibited • • • exhibited to this man. 
. . . . 

Q. For what purpose? 

A~ To see if that was the type of:_ rifle he wanted· &id if' 

· it was · the. type of_ rifle that he wanted then they were-· ·-
:, ... : . ..- ,, . ·,, •. ·.· ', * .· ' 
going to get into the business of supplying this 

particular type. of rifle to . this· particular i,;idividual ,· : 

•· to. carry them down into· the Latin America~ 

It was to. be used in Revolutions • · 

he was a ·gun:-runner, 
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r'lltl.ner, he had never bee~i; a gm. run I t 
. . . ,• '), ' ,,, ' ' 

/,· ".A'.·''. ·• 

· golng to get into ·the gun running·business.l 

·q. Well, then. why .did h~ ,.run· away to ·Engl.and :~ ~ ~ I 
,r' 

· ·•. · his offense was relatively minor; why did he escape? 
.. .,.,-.W<, 0 •'·-

A. · :.Why wouldn 1 t. ~yl:>ody run .• :. they.· f6und· a rifle with 
' ' ' 

fingerprints :on it... He had handled· the rifle. i. ••. he. · · 

admits he had handled the · rifle·, but· .•••• 

. · ·Q. _But you said that ·he didll't know about 

afterwards? 

·. A. Until after .it ha.d been c.ommitted. 
I, 

· · .. Q.: And then· he realized that his fingerprints were 

gun? 

A. Why, he had to know it. 

Q. Well, didn't he surrender the gun to these men? 

· A. No, he didn't surrender the gun, there •.. The gun was 

found in.front of Canipe's Amusemen:t Store 
. ... ,i~;· ' 

on Sou,th Main Street. · It was ··thrown down. 

not thrown down.by James Earl Ray. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 6/12/74 

Transmit the following in 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

/ Via  AIRTEL  AIRMAIL  
(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SAVANNAH (44-1768) (RUC) 

SUBJECT :CtJRKIN 

Re ME airi1 to Bureau 6/4/74. 
Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of reairtel. 
Enclosed for Memphis is one photograph of RAYMOND 

LEWIS CURTIS and a copy of an autobiography written by CURTIS 
for his parole officer in approximately 1970. 

On 6/11/74, L. L. MC GREGOR, Records Custodian, 
Georgia State Prison, Reidsville, Ga., advised that RAYMOND LEWIS 
CURTIS was convicted of Murder and sentenced to life imprisonment 
in Whitfield Co., Ga., on 7/26/67. CURTIS was transferred 
to Ware County Correctional Institution, Waycross, Ga., on 
4/1/71. MC GREGOR stated that he has no records of CURTIS 
other than the index card. 

Review of Savannah file 88-6573, reveals that CURTIS 
escaped from Ware County Correctional Institition in 1972, 
and was the subject of a UFAC matter. 

SIM Atlanta designated Office of Origin in this case 

LEAD: 

ATLANTA 

Furnish Memphis all pertinent information with regard 
to CURTIS, AT 88-13285. Pay particular attention to information 
requested by Memphis in re airtel.  

Bureau 
-Atlanta (Enc. 1) 

2-Memphis (Encs. 2) 
$-Savannah 

CRC/hja 
() 

Approd   
Special Agent in Charge 

XP;11:41 
• / 56116 
— 

y, 1_1 19 74 

Sent  M Per   
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 - 455-574 

j 
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v. 5-22-64) 

frransmit the following in 

AIRTEL 

FBI 

Date: 6/18/74 

TO : 

I4URKIN 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

AC, WFO (44-703) 

) 

(Priority) 

Assoc. Dir..... 
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.— 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.----

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. -  

Comp. Syst----
Ext. A1fS 
Fi&/oin, ,,-
G 
Ident 
Inspection   
lnteli 
Laboratory 
Plan. & Eval 
Spec. Inv. 

 Training 
Legal Coun. 
Telephone I'm. 
))irctSee'y   

Enclosed or the Bujeau and each of fic\is a4ranscript of a 
11W conversation between SHIRL1'GAINES and BILL (MNUXHARRIS concerning captionec 

matter. 
Ij[-

On 5/28i74,DAVID J\-GAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, Apartment 532, 

Falls Church, Virginia, te1epho534-5572, contacted WFO and stated he would 
like to make available a tape recording for the FBI's consideration concerning 

the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

GAINES stated that the tape contains a conversation between his wifE 

SHIRLEY GAINES, and an individual who identifies himself as BILL (NNU) HARRIS. 

According to GAINES, both participants on the tape were in a semi..inebriated 
condition when the recording was made. In the recording, HARRIS states that 
JAMES EARL RAY had nothing to do with the assassination of KING but that he 

and others connected with the United Auto Workers and the Teamsters Union 

planned and paid for the assassination. 

The record reportedly was made while GAINES was on a job as a 

private court and conference reporter at a public hearing on Chesapeake qxf 

Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory Commission at Brunswick, Maryland, sometime/i' 

June of 1972. He stated that during this time he and his wife were stayfng 
at the Hawaiian Hotel in Brunswick, Maryland. HARRIS and several otherAmen 
were staying in the room next to theirs. 

GAINES stat 

that severalVmn.were 
I Wl 

of KING. S)feAen re 
stated tlUrt Wf&ri 

reau (Enc 1) 
2 - Memphis (44-1987)(Enc 

1 - Alexandria (Info) (Enc 1) 
I - Baltimore (Info)(Enc 1) 

1 - WFO 

I 

ed that his wife, SHIRLEY, heard on the radio recently 
/1being investigated for their part in the assassination 
embered the tape that she and HARRIS had made. GAINES T 
tening to the tape he decided to bring it to the FBI. 

ABK:ctw 

(7), 1974 
Approved  ')' ç— . Sent  M er   

Secial Agent in Charge U.S.GoveQment Printing Office: 1972 455-574 
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I 
0 

WFO 44-703 

He stated that the tape is a copy and that he retains the original at his 
home, which the FBI may have if they desire to. 

In view of the fact that WFO does not have available all the facts 

concerning the assassination of KING and since Memphis was office of origin, 
the Memphis Office should review the transcript to determine if any investi-
gation need be conducted as a result of information contained in the 
transcript. 

Information copies are being sent to Alexandria and Baltimore in 
the event additional investigation is requested by Memphis. 

2 
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talking. your ti.rat namet· 
' . 

· . , · :'.c:;)r/.;: · · ·.•. ,: ./" ./: .:.-:: :: ·•·· 
. ' /~ ., .... , .•. ; . 

. ; :~ ... . \1ii~-Y .. 

All .rig~t •. Hold on just···~ .Dlinute. B1il. 131.l,l-; \ .. 

woul~ -you shut up a minute. > 

' \ 
Male: Right. 

Woman: This is Bill Harris.here-at the Hawa11an Hotel. 

ot talk1ng. and he' s chuckling. :in the process~ but he h-.s 

. something to say. ·He's a -ve~y, very 1ntell1gent · person·. · 

·•·. ·would you shut up a min1.1te. · Itve read you out already •. '. 
' ' ' 

Male: I 'va r~ad you out· honet. and you're ·mo:re better ·. 

Would f(»U hush a minute. 

Yeah, . · 

' ' 
.-' '••, l ~- I, ;1liJ,_-,.• - '11'• 

Now. here 1a an individual who's lived a great .. 

deal. I think' (inaudiblel would you shut up a minute. 

I've seen bis hand~ I've washed h18 body, I've listened 
t. ·, . . 

to J11m, I've wat~h,d him.' He'a a tine person.-· I think'· 

~ats,b~cau~. ot,tbi extent or his intelligence 
. .... , 
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,• : ",'1 

· .•.• ·.;>--.,_<._ -

. ' . -

truatrated :because ab'~ .I· think he's -d♦ePlY 
: .· $~~gy·},~nd' I've '.-ashecf b1Dl •nd l.1rste~ed jo :binl. ·. Ma~, ,· 

. ··tiilne;. peop;l:~- ~11:h th~ ·a·owe:r :··1tv«Jl.~.?:af pa~chic: ab111tY,: ~v• 
. ·., , , ';•,•:,;>.1: .. ,,.·:.,_' .·:1 "'\~.. • • . : _.. .::· ', .'::.... • '',, ,, • ':1' . ' ·. ·:··. _.t , ,.::.:, ,, , ' 

, this thing. • I t!l1nk· Bill ·1s. one. ot them~._. (tape brke, · 

'.., approximatel1 30, seoond~ ·,.·.I ·don' 't th1~ .to the extent you 
• • • '< • " ,.~' ' • '. 

, , c,, I 

.and I bave,David.' Ah,.and I,.th1nk tnaybe·we oan 1nt;o ... 

· duce him to·some at-ea.a ot study tha~ w111 mean a greaL 
l ,'/ 

' ' ,, 

deal to him, ·and I will ti-, ~o do_· so.·_ But, I, I'm going 

·· · to +~ave. tJi1s tape on because .be' s had· some very, very \ 

. . . ·, significant experiences in hie lite that are interesting 

.•. :_··_·-~' .. /;?t6': iisten:;.:to .and;:r-o"=asUti~~~::TAit~,~-;~~B1i1~; comi-·:'6ii·:·;1n_ :, ;. 
. ' ' ' . . 

· :. ; .·. ·an o;-gan1zed way say, how 11; is with you. 

Bill: I've. been tied up with organized labor. tor the 
·' 

last elevel') years • 

. Woman: All right, organized labor 1n what torm? . . 
' :~·~- ~B:t-11 t """ ·· In .__to~- ~t- Ol"Phi'tI'tllf. " -... .· . . - _'.'."' , ·""" ~ ...... _ .... 

What·levelf 

·Bill:··· In the orga~izing labor torm and the· ah, ah, the·. , · 

• .. tol'Dl or deciding where· we strike and when we strike in 

public employees. I was.with Martin Luther King when 
. . . 

. ' .,, 

he .. was struck in Memphis~ Tennessee~ I was with Jim , · 

whep we decide whether we're going to ·strike. in 

Memphis,. and' ::i:'-,...s -the pre,doininant··r1gure· that ~tt-1Vet<;t 
' '. . . :·-: . . ·.,:. ,' . ,,1,, .'''.:·:- . ·.• .· ,'' ' • . ' _,i,', : ,• ; 

~hat th1.a was the pl~c• that we ought to de·c1de: the Souti)·. ·· 

2 
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... · Wox-tb, the aide we would w1n 'and· ther;,aeked me, that.·. w• -:::: './ .'':,)). :.~;X,/;t:;j'.:t,/ . 

. would ~in 1~ Melflph1s bec,a~IJ•· ot· whet~~. w~ had ·to. sacrifilc,: ··•·· . t; {:·,,;;;i;'.:;;. 
,, . ' ,. ' ' ' ' ,' ' ' ' ~ ' ' . ,,, . ,,,, ' ..... ' . .:,',.~·.·,,, .. i','~.4~): 

' .• .. , j ~---• • • . ,:,;_-,! , },'; ' +' ' I ', ' , :' .• .:., ,; f_ I· .. : . ' ' ' '._,', ,. ' •. 

\fho it waa arid wll~t !t •s.~, Ab; I 'tirnllf _bel1-,ve tqat ~t1n 

tut.her .King w~s a sacrit1oe tor, labor movement iind he _-, . . ' ' ·,.:'. ·. ,-: ', . . '·,, ' . ; 

killed t,y the labor 'moyemitnt. ' They c~ accuie who' .1:hey ,' 
' . " , ' ' ' ' .,. .. . ' . , . 

'want to•,'· but,' ·I tirml
0

Y 'hJAie,ve ~t. Mr::' Ray, or ~hoever 1t:','"' .. 
• , ' • ~.:, I • , • • , -··~---- ,, ;..,.. ', , ' .' 

w~s,·was .conun1tte4 to kill Martin/Luther King,was killed 
' ' ' ' 

by assass1nea, unknown,.wa~· killedby"the'labor'movement. 
I) ' l . 

And I'll .. tell you why •. ·· ,~1'7 Worth, at that.'time, was·· 
,,,,\;, r 

·· .;, committed when· I _was 'at_:_tbe l.&a,t meeting with Mar-tin Lutbe:r 
,, 

• • • _.'' • • ,1 ... J ', /. ,, , 

K1ng_1n,.;Memph1s,. 'l'enneaaee •• ,~Now, I was there when th8': --Y. 
, . l : , ,', , . • ,,. ·, 

.President ot the Un;lon was. there. I was their national 

I. was the Regional Director ot the American .. 
','' 

., . '• ,:,•>_.,' . . ::, - ·.,;~:{_.";· .it• ' " ' ', , 

,-, Federation or State State (inaudible) Employees. 

, Martin Luther King was assassinated I was the D1;~ctor ot' 

>, the Reg1,onal Director, Southern Director or.the American 

Federation ot State, · County, and Municipal· Employees.· 

Mxt •. Worth w~lked in and took over the operat1oii''~d -~e to{d ". 
'; ,• • ,•' • • • ':'' • '' ' ,, . ' ~ . '·••~',~''I ' ' ' ,'. ';, • - : . ' 

.·: ~ period I_~~as no_ ~on,ger i;n .charge ot the ope:r:ations ,, th~t 
' :· ··1 ' '..._ - ~ : , . ,'1 '. • " ·, . , . . . . , ' ,,. • , '. ,' : ;, ·. ·: .. ' : , \ ' , , • .. ·. ·~:-, ..... 

· he waa in c~a:rge or the operattons. Prom thenJ.>n~' and trom· 
''i. 
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'' ,) •. 

1;1:1;,,'f:?}' · , 
;..''.',•,:·' ·:•·' 
·····U:, 

· ,,:,;::;th~~.~ d;y .:f'orward •·· until the.· :i!11th dflY <,t'.: ~artin t11ther .•King' a 
. ' ... >· '; ! ·• ;::,;. ,: . . . ;;},} .' ' ·. ,, . .·· . •,.+ . . ·· .. ' ,';, ::,(:,;/.. ;':,, .. ' . ' . . ... 
aesass1nat1on. he was'. in charge perj.()d~:: . 
' ":,',_.,:,,,,•,.•·:(;._.,' •::·•t;:\? •:_,•1, .·.'·,:,<I,,.: •,,_<,:~ ·,, .~ '~.·, : •:: ,, ~ _-.,.:> <,:, ,•:•":.,' 
Woman:· ·What waa that ~n•a name:aga1n!,. .. 

Jerry' .W9rtb • ... Ife was th$ P~•s1dent ot ,'~ur ,Interna-; 

·. Unt11·'•th•t day 1 Martin Lutheit.Kingwent to Atlanta, 

· two days. prior to that he went to Atianta:i to' go to the . , ·• •· 
' \ ' • • ' • ' ' -~· ' '.. • ' • ,:, ' ,j • t .• • • ' 

'Plowel'a Church.· •He asked. that he· not be :brought back in 
·, , , :\• I • • ,,' .'.",,,.',' ,--•i . ,, ' ' , ;t . . , • 

· a tield of y1olecne and subside.· He did not want to parti~·, 
_·,!: 

· • c1pate, 1n' any organization· with v101,nce. My international · 

·• •. ·· · president assured him that there would be no violence.· 
•, 0 H• __:.~::..:•-'-'--~• -.-• • ,,•,, ,. • .:. • ; • ! • - -•-- •-• --. .. ,,, •-' _,._, •• C • -- - •• -• -~-_,::,. -, • _,;...•,•,'•• 

,;·, ..;,. '., _"' Ji.'· , ,:,,,., : ..• · ', ·:--· -~~>-~··:· . ---·-- ~--· 1--'f .➔-·,- •. ~ :-:~~-~•~.~..:.....- ~-~.:._·~ ........ • 

... , I was the pr1nc1~1• organizer ot the drive. 

,·, ·-'•male: . What drive? 

8111: In Memphis, Tennessee. You don't believe me do ::·,' 

· you.t All right.·.· I asked h1ni. ··.· And Jim Pierce was my Regional 

Director. I asked Jerry Wo~th whether or not he could assure 
/· .................. ---- ---· ··.-- .......... ..., .... - '-C...• -·.. .·,_.·_ , ... , ,..:.. .... --'!_.,;.,-i;· ,,. 

· me that there would be no violence, no other thing, and we ' 

would ask Martin Luther King to · return to Memphis. He t.old . 

. 1118 in his own w~rds Ii he guaranteed me there would be no·, ; ; 

·· violence on any part. . The preachers in the church in Memphis . · 

·· and the· Alabama ~hurch 1n thcf Albania Church, the Lutheran .' , 

.• Church, · told me that. there would be no violence and I told 
• , , ' ... l • 

mypresident and Jerry Worth.quoted me •. We paid Martin• 
' '. 

'. ' • . .1,.-,, . ' { ' : ~ . . ~ . -·:'• ~ 

Luther'King.to be tlown t'o Memphis, Tennessee and t~re was 

·•·. ~ conspiracy ~o ·a~sa~sia:~e him among .the '.~uri1ons betol'e he 
·' .. i, ,•' 
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-:·: -g~r t~•r~-·"· . -.;. ".,· :.:-:.. ·.>.:'.:_;:f:.:.i.I_•···.:::;_-:'.·:::·•·,·•·::.!:.r_,_·.·.;,::,,.:.· .... •,: ... · __ .. .,, .. · w;man: {<• .:>#ii1ch tinlortt. 1 
. . - - : 

' ' ' ··~-, ' ' • ' - ,' j 

• .. t~~,iri!:( ~~ · th!,7:!r'.{~f 1',, . ··.···••·. ·. . . 
. : __ Was there other -unions;:{,~~v!!Y•d. 1n thatt.:: ,.,,,. -

· .... ·_ .. Wellt ·· aak,h_1m ••... , .. , . 
1

g{;I;}\:·;,::.f:'\. 
,:• . . Jill .the ~prkers.,,the; teqstera, -

·spired to pay the 'man to .. k1~l "Mart1n:_LutbJr:'1t1ng. · 

,·,.· 
;rt '•, .. 

_. · _ I know this because I was there. . . The money waa 

· ··- -paid to the man and he got him 1n a $10,000, collect (inaudible) . . .. , 

Well, ·oav1d, ~•·--~~iµ.i1, .ah, whit··~ij ·;;~r- ;: 
last name? Oh that's right. 

. Bill: (1na~d1ble) 
. •'•'\ 

, .. Woman:.' ot course honey., Listen, I've had so many thing 

. --said to me whe,:ee I could never aay. anything. ., ·· 

. :~~- Male.: - ... •~ ·. (inaudible) ..,,._ : .. ·- --.,.'.;:.: .... ,.' 

Woman: What are you laughing at 't _ How do you spell your - , 

_last name? How do you spell your last name? 

Harris. Don't; worry' about ~t. Now, you tell me that you ., 

· -think you ue an alcoholic. : , · I don't think ao, you've gone 

through. an .awful 1ot. Sure·.:. you have memories. . All r1Jht i 
you say this· on tape. · In just a moment. Wait just a m~ · 

·,, ,' ,, . . 

· I .·.: x1;1 ,you i,ait Just· a mo111ent. Let me talk aga~rt. 
!· ' '. 

•~e~ p~es~m~ ~o pr1n~ ,µiything that I have_ 
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. . . ' 

' . . . 

.Woman: ·. t.t me ask you .e.. :queationt : Would ,oji let me ask you· 
. . ' . . 

a queat1onf Shhhbhhh. ·Let m~ aak JOU a question. . Would 

you shut up a minute. i .. ~1) • ··_-. I want to:·ask you ·a question. 
• • • • ••• ,,1'.' ,' ,. ,, •••• ,, ' ! . '. . ·, 

Bill:' · , , (inaudible) Go ahead. '. : · 

. W9man: Out ot t;h• all the .lite experience that you .had, 
... ~. ~'"'.":-.:.··-::=--· ..... , '"'.'. •. ..!. '-~·. ~-.;· .•. - ' .. ~ ~- . \.: -~~~-,r-. ·~r,;o • ..::-,-,,.~,~ •. -/.t_,• .. ' ' _:..,._;-. . .-. . ·· : .~ '• . :,· :•-' ··~ ~·; ...... ',•~•,~----=:: .. :. , :- _.:~~ ·. ' ' .. 

··.,and some ot it I kn~w.ha:a:l>'een_vert very rough,· 1 I.lm'6w 11:-:•-..,-~---~• 

could have been mor• •~ -1n. th18:- lite. · Shhhbhh, jus_t .·• moment· •. · · · 

· Oath•~ you:r thoughts together, because I want a concrete 
,.,,;, 

. . . ~ ,. . '. 

Bill: (inaudible):,·, . 

inner moat. seli you reel· you •ve' learned trom all this tur-; .: ··. 

·· · bulenoe and lite .experience you•y• passed through. I know t·' . 
,.· 

.. it has changed your lite 'in man7'vaya •. I'm hoping it ~a 

obanged_ 1t- 1n a poa1t1ve way rather than anegative way 

an~ perhaps you can say what· has all this meant to you• w1 thin . 

the last tive years. can· you say? All right, take the ·:•:Ute, .. 

gathery~ thoughts together and.see it you.can St\Y what. 
' ' . ' . ~ ' . ' ' ' ' ·! . ', 
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,_:;,··.,;j:,:\f;' 
,, ;_.' .. ,,:' 

·,,·1:f(:'." 
··',1,'•• 

j>btlost>phical po1nt ot v1ew &t tb1s atage in yo~ _ ltte, 
,, ' '.t·:· .. ,, .· ·, 

',•·, _' ::
1
_,.. ,, , · '.'', ,· . ,- , :'• . •. ' • ·, ,· • .' ', , ., , , . I .• _:, ? ' ,,· f •:,• 

·. It 's ·. be•n rougb I •. knc,w, :t,ut see .it,:, you can · eay, all right • 

B.111:: : , ,.,, . lll , ;ight ,: bet~re·' tbi• _·.:1i bipp•n~d / i.;/~i$ · 
.': •• • 1·1,;"' · .• ,:•, ; .. '· " , _·, • ::.•, ... ,, , .. ,<: , .:.:·,.·::,.,,)::'··,::•;. , ·. ',,: .'ii;· 

.. beautiful 1nd.1\t1dual~ : There •~• a: po~nt tr1hert ''I ;was ah, 

we bad to have-Martin, .we had to have a~Dlebody· to w1ni~1s 

,thing •. I was. subjected. r1rst ·Ot all 'to J(illing f,tartin'. 

·: Luther King. ·· I obJected'·v101~ntl1 .to it~' 
, I 

-
Woman: And when were ye>u born? 

Bill:: .P11 · 

Where?· 
•• , ~ • ....,..,._ ,< .,..... • • '.. -

.,:·-f,:..:';·,- - ·-. ~~ 

.Bill: 

Woman: . Where?. PII 

Bill: I was born 1n North Carolin&· in in a little:-.· · ·. 
·;- · .. ~~ 

town called, White La.ke,· North C~o11na. I was v1olent'ly .. 

oppoaaed to the_ aaaasslnat1on when I started :out- with •• ,. I 
., ... ' ......... . .. -~~ _..... ~ --:~; ,(,'! ·•··•¥\. 

was told, now ,this ia, in personal invitation, I've _lef't' 
.· ' . ·. , .. 

the labor m~vement since then. I've not been associated 

.• ,i1th the labor mov•ment asince then. I was ·violently•. 

opposed· to the assassination when· I was told it .had to be. 

·And· Ray· has no conne~tion ,with the assassination whatsoeve~:~,:;,,>:;_· 
• • • ' .. ' • • '' . 1 ~ >' • 

• .. · He .was perpetrated by the labor inov~ment, be ·waa marked: 
~ . . 

_: by the teamsters µnion •. •· lie ,was shot .and k11Jed by the ·· 

. teamsters union and . the figure you have there toda)' was : 
•' .'f-_- ". ·. . . '). . . , . 'I . · • , ' ! . . , .' ' , . ., 

· only a figure~ · ·Ray is on1.y·"a damn t~gure· of' the· i~gination. 
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·-·- --_ --- --· \if f !1)Y•:i. . -. ii(' . 1c,,, ; , •. _ 
A 'i,.1 who ~.;'~ei1>~t~iited, Put 1:1,e1'e, ~•• ~ money tO · __ 

:}• l'u~~e ~-:,~~~t~~t~i tolf Jt,f ;:,:- Ill~•~tfo.~1-- •••. i \i, ..... -
· • Ot-gani~at1on pa.id, pol1t1oa11,-:_to·a•sa11ai,nate Mart~n Luther._ 

•· t- ' i .. , 

They had .. _'to Win in M•l11Ph1$,,. theJ, had to beat the 
' , -· • ' ~ y ' " ' • - • ' ·, ' • ' • ' 

·go~~r~or tbere, the _Mayor:,.t~~.-be~aue~ be waa ;rewiab •. · ... •·• ·. 

H~, .. wa~_ eleQted by the labor mov~me~t: · ' . 
. '::···.:,i'·,\',,, ·,·,.·.,, ' :; ,,, .· ,'\ '·:. 

Woman:· Who was 1 t 9 

Bill: I don't know .. -.whO; 'the hell it was •. · '!'he Jew there . 

was a guy' who owned all· ot b1s car•• a· damn. hamburger stand. 

He was Jewish to start -out w1th. · H1a name was Jewish. · 
.. ; <-·' ~~\'.·1£·"°7 '/~:~:.--: ----~·:• - ;;=. __ .. . - , ~ . • '"·--"'· :.."" ·~:.~;-_-,·-·~ ,._ ~-r:,;~-.~ _: ~:.,,--:~-·~ ... -. 

·· Now I was- brought , in there I not as a participant • I was. 

b~ought in there as a. da.mn«:>rganizer. I was -~old.what to 

· do.· . Martin Luther King was ,aaassl~ted by the labor 

movement, by the tealll8tera wi1on» and Ray had nothing to 
:: ·.' '•.,., ,, .· ;. 

do. with 1 t .. : Not one i&1ng.. , Ho })art or it. . No part or 1 t. 

He COttl.dn' t have r1recf' the t1~i. shot. Because nobody· knew - .. 

·· : he was then at, but Jerry Worth-~ myaelt and Ray, let's 

' ··_see, knew where Martin Luther Jt:lng was staying at • 
.' .' '•' . ' .' 

· Woman:-·•. My .darling •. It' you've sort ot bared your soul • 

Bill: . · I haven't ·· bared -~ soull. 
. . . ,'. ' •' 

Woman: · ·•· .. Well, up-· to a point, yes. 'Ah, it's good tor.'··.· 
' .· ' 

you. Would you. hush a, minute. 0:. The FBI, you know, has: 
. . . 

.. e: , work~d ·on this too> Well,· ~~uld you bush a ininute. :: 
•, 

·· ::'Bi-11: (inaudible) ··. · 
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