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i Date: 5/25/74

/ /
Trdnsmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

e e e

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
IS (44-1987) (Px*)

) "
007 MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of
newspaper articles which appeared in the 5/24/74 edition of [
"“"The Memphis Press-Scimitar' and in the 5/25/74 edition of
the "Commercial Appeal'™ both of which are daily newspapers
published in Memphis, Tenn. Also enclosed for the Bureau
are the original and four copies of LHM dated 5/28/74 concerning
this matter,

I n:‘»"_." DATE \5/y/7)"‘n/
m,é,/ﬁlz\(// )/-_

y s

! Ja s\ &
e y s - 30- 1Y
@- Bur eau (Enc.9)
2 - Memphis
JCH:plc

(4)

L
Approved: "T J f M  Per

- 4

rdi ;
Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574

B4 JUN 12 1974
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RE: Jms EARL RAY ;
. DRy MARTIN LUTHER me .m
CVICTIM G ;
, CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On uay 24, 1974, District A torney Gener 1 Hus
‘:Stantom, Jr, Memphis, Tbnnossee, confidentially advised
»;that he had been approaohed by Mr, Robert Livingston who
18 one of the attorneys for James Earl Ray, Mr. ‘Livingston
.Ansisted that Mr, Stanton mot inform the Federal ‘Bureau 0
‘Investigation (FBI) of the story that Livimgston was to-
‘tell Stanton, claiming that his life was in great danger
“The story relatqd hy Livingston to Stanton is as follows

Buring late uarch,~1974 Livingston was telephonicallyvvwk

contacted at Memphis by a man who identified himself as . s

© Cliff Andrews, Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada,  Andrews told ,

“'Livingston that he and two others were responsible for the.

) murder ‘of King and that all would testify, provided they

‘were granted total Asmunity from progsecution, Andrews

. indicated either on this occasion or later that he and

- his two friends had been hired by three Memphis busine

V, and by a fourth man from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, to ' .

- murder King, They were to receive $250,000 for the murder,

\.‘but dno ‘to cirounstanoes not‘explained by LivintstOn, he
were never paid. : 2 v

1‘ S shortly after reoemvinz this phone call Andrews
' oame to Memphis and was met by Livingston at the airport“~*
. According to Livingston, Andrews searched Livingston's: car
A,and later his office and made a big production of being i . .:
¢;certain that his conversation was not being taped.
According to Livingston, Andrews kept one hand in his coat
‘atfall tiaws as though he were wearing & shoulder holster

: ENGLUSURE
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FD-350 (Rav. 7-16-63)
‘. i 1)

A

(Mount Clipping in Spnce Below)

Reve\lahons in First Interview With Memphis kepon‘er

Ray Says He Wasn't ai'

(Indicate page, name of

Was Slain, - -

By WAYNE CHASTAIN JR.
h Press-Scimitar Staff Writer ]

A Memphls attorney today said he had been contacted
by an intermediary for two professional gunmen seeking
immunity from prosecution in connection with the April 4,

. 1968, assassination of Dr. Martin Luther i
King Jr. in Memphis.

The attorney, Robert I. Livingston
represents James Earl Ray, 46, who is now
serving a 99-year sentence after pleading
guilty in February 1969 to Dr. King’s mur- Date: 5[4 [74
der. Edition: f~

In an interview with Ray and Living- Fiibin e
ston at the Tennessee State Prison in Nash- Author:  CHARLES H,
ville yesterday, Ray told this reporter he Editor: b IDER

. did not shoot and kill Dr. King. His attorney : S SCIINEIDER

Chastain said: it

“Within the past 90 days, I have had

several contacts with a man who says he is an intermediary
for the two men — including the trigger man — who are Character:
seeking immunity from prosecution.” Al

Livingston said he provided Hugh Stanton Jr., Shelby
County attorney general, with information provxded by the
intermediary and has offered to take a polygraph or he Submitting Office: {PHIS

_ detector test.

Stanton confirmed that Livingston had made contact

Classification:

D Being Investigated
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)
L2

B

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

| Ray's Lawyer Tells Of 'Intermediary’

pert gun runner about 6 in the room Ray rented for the
men.” L

The trigger man, Livingston said, did not show up until
a few minutes before 6. v )

This reporter, who has investigated the King slaying for j (el et ok L aTs ok
some six years, showed Ray some photographs of a man A i cter)
suspected of being the gun runner and trigger man. Ray
said:

“Yes, I believe I saw this man in Jgn’s Cafe (422 S.
Main below the rooming house) and Jim’s Place (a beer
lounge two blocks away) the afternoon before the slaying. I
got the feeling he was following me, so I left both places
while he was still inside.”

Low Tire on Mustang

In his first interview with a Memphis newsman since
he pleaded guilty, Ray said that when he left the rooming
house about 5:20, he noticed a low tire on the Mustang he
had parked in front of Jim’s Cafe.

“The man who gave me the money to go to the picture
show said I was to leave the Mustang as they would be using
. it. When I noticed the low tire, I thought I would drive it
over to a nearby service station.”

At a station at Second and Linden, Ray said he waited
for a long time before he got an attendant to fill up the tire.

“When I drove back to the rooming house, the whole
block was sealed off and police were all over the place,”
Ray said. “There was a policeman standing in the middle of
the street, and he yelled ‘Get out of here!’ as I was trying to
drive and park somewhere in front of the rooming house.’’

Ray said he asked the policeman if he could make a U-
turn and proceed north on South Main Street. He quoted the
policeman as saying: " :

“I don’t care what you do, just get out of here.” Date: \

Ray said he made the U-turn and proceeded to drive Edition: I \no
south out of Memphis toward Mississippi. Author:  CHARLES H.

Turned on the Radio Editos: SCHNEIDER

“It wasn’t until T almost got to-Grenada, Miss., that I Ratlel
turned on the radio and heard what had happened,” Ray
said. “The radio broadcast mentioned 422 South Main Street
and it wasn’t until then I learned that I had been associated
with men who conspired to kill Dr. King.”

Ray said he did not travel via Interstate 55 to Grenada,
but took back roads because he feared he was the object of a Classification:
search — even before learning of Dr. King’s death. Submitting Office: R

“After all, as an escapee from the Missouri State Prison,
I still owed the State of Missouri 18 years,”, Ray said. ‘“When [] Being Investigated
I saw all those policemen at 42214 South Main Street, I
knew something important had happened. The man I noticed
who had been following me earlier in the afternoon may
have described me to the police. For this reason, I proceed-
ed as cautiously as I could to Atlanta, first through Missis-
sippi, and then through Birmingham, by as many back roads
as I could.” , . iy

Ray said he met a man named “Raoul’’ when he was a
fugitive in Canada in 1967. He was on the docks looking for
seaman papers when he met Raoul, Ray said.

Raoul, Ray said, “set him up” by convincing him he
could get rich in a “‘gun running scheme.”’

s ki

Character:

or
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*. - Bought-Rifle ir’rmmgham "

Ray said he purchased the M¥te left in front of the room- |
ing house in Memphis from a Birmingham, Ala., sporting
goods store in March 1968 on orders of Raoul.

““After buying the rifle, I was then instructed to proceed
to Memphis, but take my time, as I was supposed to deliver
the rifle either on April 3 or April 4,” Ray said. ‘

“Contrary to the story put out by the FBI that I went to
Atlanta after buying the rifle, I proceeded toward Memphis,
driving less than four hours a day and spending the nights in
motels,” Ray said.

On the night of April 2, Ray said he spent the night at
the DeSoto Motel in DeSoto County, and the Rebel Motel in
Memphis on the night of April 3, Ray said.

Ray said he pleaded guilty to the charge because of
‘“‘misrepresentations’ by his former attorney, Percy Fore-
man, and because of his ‘‘mental state’ resulting from soli-
tary confinement in the Shelby County jail.

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati revers-
ed a federal court ruling in Memphis and held that Ray was
entitled to an ‘“‘evidentiary hearing’’ as to whether Foreman,
a Houston attorney, improperly negotiated a guilty plea with
the late Judge W. Preston Battle.

Effort to Get New Trial

Ray is seeking the evidentiary hearing so he can obtain
a new trial in the criminal courts of Tennessee, contending
Foreman obtained the guilty plea by coercion and misrepre-
sentation.

The State of Tennessee is appealing the Court of Appeals
ruling, and the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on the |
matter any day.

By coercion, Ray said he meant that Foreman had told |
him that he was going to be electrocuted if he pleaded inno-
cent, because the state had “an air tight case” against him.

He also told him that a book about the murder by Wil-
liam Bradford Huie would ‘‘not make any money” if it were |
about a man who was innocent of Dr, King’s murder.

The money from the book, Foreman reminded him, was
paying for his defense, Ray said.

How Ray Looks Today

This was the first time this reporter had gver seen Ray
in person. He looked just like his pictures, except his hair is
rapidly turning gray at the temples.

He looked surprisingly young and healthy in the face.
Except for a trace of prison pallor, there was color in his
face and his complexion appeared free of wrinkles.

“I exercise, try to keep in good shape, but my waist line
is about 34 inches, compared to 30 or 32 before I came in
here. It is all this slop I eat in prison that put it here,” said
Ray, as he slapped a slight bulge over his stomach.

Ray said he had granted only one other interview to a
newspaper and that was the National Enquirer in February.
Several television newsmen have photographed and gotten
brief quotes from him at the prison.

“I rarely feel up to giving interviews,” Ray said. ‘“When
you have been in solitary confinement for as long as I have,
and the only people you have talked to are lawyers and
prison guards, you get kinda nervous talking to others.”

After an interview with The Press-Scimitar, Ray re-
fused to be photographed and interviewed by a Nashville
television crew. : :

“Interview my attorney — I don’t feel up to any more
questions today,” he told the fgfevision crew. :

It was at this point, Livingston revealed the information |
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

‘Conspiracy’

Killed King,
Says Lawyer

By MICHAEL LOLLAR

James Earl Ray’s Memphis attorney
claimed yesterday he has been in peri-
odic contact since March with a repre-
sentative of “the three men who actu-
ally carried out the slaying of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.” 293

Promoting a ‘‘conspiracy theory”’ be- PAGE = ©
hind the April 4, 1968, slaying, Robert I.
Livingston said the intermediary is
seeking immunity from prosecution for LR OMME AT SPTN A
the slaying conspirators. The attorney OMMERCTAL APPEAL
said the slayers want to testify—*‘in
revenge’—against ‘‘four Southern
gentlemen” who hired them, not Ray, - MEMPHES ; TENN
to murder King. e

U.S. Atty. Thomas F. Turley Jr. was
doubtful of the intermediary’s claims,
and an investigator who was closely
associated with the King case saldyeL
can’t get excited about i

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Any renewed federal investigation of
the slaying would be at Turley’s re-
quest. But, he said, “This office has not
received any evidence from anybody
which changes the conclusions about
this case reached years ago after ex-
haustive review of the results of a thor-
ough worldwide investigation.

«If Mr. Ray, his latest lawyer or
both have any such evidence we will be
pleased to receive and pursue it. Mean- Author:
while, we are not oing to be made ;
pawns in a publicityggargne, nor invei- Editer: GORDAN ITANNA
gled into chasing easily fabricated self-
serving rumors.

«“Mr. Livingston may have been
denied such experiences, but this office Character:
is contacted regularly by intermedi- :
aries of unidentified persons said to be
willing and claimed to be able to solve, Classification:
in exchange for immunity, crimes Submitting Office: MEMPH IS
ranging from the so-called ‘Donation of 3 7
Constantine’ to the murder of Cock [[] Being Investigated
Robin. And we have no “ntentions of
running such rabbit tracks in the Ray
case or apy other. As Justin Wilson
(the comedian) says, ‘We've been
dar.)

Date: l}/ 2 L\,\/ 7‘7/

Edition:

‘Title:

or
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Shelby Coanty Atty. Gen..Hugh Stan-
ton Jr. said he discussed the conspira-
cy theory with Livingston yesterday
morning. “It was all real secret until
he later got on television.” Stanton
said he “got the impression” that the
intermediary actually was one of the
“three men’ Livingston claims to be
the slayers.

“T told him I would be glad to talk to
anybody who has any information
about the case or any other case. But I
can’t grant immunity to anyone with-
out knowing what they’re talking
about. Il have to talk to them before
making a decision. You can’t call balls
and strikes from left field.”
sination. 1

Livingston had said earlier: “They
all think this is a hoax, a farce and a
sham, a grandstand play, but if they
find my dead body lying out here some-
where they’ll say, ‘Well, maybe there
was a conspiracy.’ ”’

He said he doesn’t believe a ‘“lone
gunman theory” in any political assas-
Lincoln.

The attorney said he has met the
intermediary—a 50- to 60-year-old edu-
cated white man — in person twice
and talked to him by telephone on
several occasions. He doesn’t know
where the telephone calls originated.

Livingston said the man did identify
himself, “but I'm sure it was. a bogus
name.” He refused to divulge the
name. “I wouldn’t even tell the FBI
that. I’d rather die. I’'m not trying to
set anybody up.”

He said the intermediary has told
him eight men were involved altogeth-
er, including Ray as the “patsy.” He
said Ray was chosen as the patsy, be-
cause, ‘‘He’s just a gullible-type sort of
fellow, easily influenced and led
around. He had never been a high-
powered criminal all his life, just
penny ante stuff like sticking up gro-
cery stores and things like that.”

Livingston said four Southern men —
at least one of whom is black — origi-
nated the murder plot. He said their
motive was either “hate’’;or the helief
that “eradication of Dr. King would be

mavA

for the good’of the American nation®
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The attorney said the Intermediary
strongly indicated one of the four —
‘“‘each socially and financially promi-
nent” — is from Memphis. “I didn’t
ask for any names. When someone is
volunteering information you can’t
push them, because all they have to do
is stop talking.”

Supposedly, they hired three men to
carry out the murder. Two of the men
were professional gunmen, the third
“‘something else.” Livingston said each
of the three is a white male, and one,
the actual gunman, “is a professional
triggerman known to the FBI because
of other offenses and wild escapades
he’s been involved in.”

According to his conspiracy theory,
the three slayers were promised $250,-
000, of which $100,000 would go to the
triggerman, Their current efforts to
seek ‘‘revenge’’ stem from a ‘‘failure
to make the full payoff and possibly
other things,” Livingston said. o

Denying a publicity scheme, lelng-
ston said, “They (disbelievers) think
the same thing about me that they
think about UFOs, but I know what
I've seen and heard.”
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E:Bit
Date: 6/4/74

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (Px*)

SUBJECTQMURKIN__M;/

e ——"

For Savannah's information, JAMES EARL RAY is to
be afforded an evidentiary hearing in the USDC, WDT, Memphis,
to determine whether or not he was properly represented by
Attorney PERCY FOREMAN at the time that RAY pleaded guilty in
State Court to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. RAY is being
represented by Attorneys BERNARD FENSTERWALD, WDC, and ROBERT
LIVINGSTON of Memphis. The State's case is being handled by
HENRY HAILE of the Attorney General's Office, Nashville, Tenn,

ROBERT LIVINGSTON has recently made statements to }
the news media that he has been in touch with a man who claimg
that he and two others are responsible for the murder of KING',
and that RAY was an innocent ™fall guy™ who was used by the
real killers. According to LIVINGSTON, these three men will
testify if granted immunity and will name the four men who _
hired them to kill KING. LIVINGSTON appears to believe this
story and has confidentially advised the District Attorney
General at Memphis of two meetings had by him with one of the
three men., One such meeting was at Memphis during late March,
1974, and the other meeting was in Detroit on 4/20/74. At
the Detroit meeting this individual, using the name CLIFF
ANDREWS, was accompanied by his wife who used the name
MARGARET,

On 6/3/74, Mr. HENRY HAILE advised SA JOE C, HESTER
that GEORGE McMILLAN, an author writing a book about KING's
murder, has told HAILE that he believes LIVINGSTON's contact
is one RAYMOND CURTIS who escaped from the Georgia State
Prison at Reidsville, Ga., about 6 months ago.

(2>~ Bureau ; sREC-B9 2/

2 -~ Savannah v

2 -~ Memphis

JCH:jap

(6) 15 JuUN 6 1974 [
)

M Per “S%(

A i\ \
e Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1072 — 45 \-%
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®

ME 44-1987

LIVINGSTON has described CLIFF ANDREWS as a middle
aged white male having a large frame, brown hair streaked with
gray, and as being very distinguished looking. ANDREWS also
spoke with a French accent and claimed to be a resident of
Canada. McMILLAN has apparently been in contact with RAYMOND
CURTIS and states he fits this general description, McMILLAN
also told HAILE that CURTIS claimed to have information
regarding the KING murder but, in fact, he did not,

LEADS :
SAVANNAH DIVISION
AT REIDSVILLE, GEORGIA Will promptly furnish

Memphis copies of the best available photograph of CURTIS
plus any psychiatric evaluation documents available from

prison or parole files,

Will furnish all available information concerning
his criminal background with particular emphasis on whether
or not he has ever been involved in any confidence schemes.,

Will furnish details regarding any State or Federal
process outstanding against CURTIS.

PLEASE EXPEDITE,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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E Bl
Date: 6/5/74

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM SAC MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)
SUBJECT : ‘\/URKIN

(00 Memphis)

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of a
transcript of a television interview given by RAY's attorney,
ROBERT LIVINGSTON, at Nashville, Tenn., on 5/24/74. This
transcript was furnished to SA JOE C, HESTER by Assistant
District Attorney General HENRY HAILE of Nashville, Tenn.

/
P
/

7 i)
(2) - Bureau (Encs.3%2)
1 - Memphis ;:

JCH:mrp
3)
i

Approved SR |
Specml Agent m Charge 7 Ug&évernment Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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This was taped yesterday at the Tennessee State

May 23 1974 His name 1s Robert Livingston, and‘

*y;hereuis his assessment as to Who, in fact, did kill Dr..

h;Martin Luther King.wnk”

A11 right sir. You are going to defend James Earl Ray 1¢i

1f he goes to tria17t

A Yes, that s true., We have the matter in.the U. S Supreme

i;Court rlght now., I say we do - the State of Tennessee

does.‘ They f11ed the1r petitlon for writ of certiorariw
and when the case is tried in Shelby County Tennesseewon

its merlts, well the present plan is - there are three

'elawyers 1nvolved and the&understandlng w1th Mr. Ray"ls

”trial because the other two lawyers who are_from Washington”

‘have never trled a caseiin51de ‘the state wf'Tenne se S

o
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effect and answer. that 'criuestion’, _"dld you actualiv

‘-.pull the trigger on the rifle that kllled Dr. Martln
.?"“Luther Klng, Jr.?“ He says he did not., We have vin'orma-

_'.tion during the past ninety days that is sufflclent to

convince us that he was the "fall guy he was s‘et up

e and he was "sucked in" by a group of hlghly tra:l.ned I

' professionals. C f}_"j s

Is he a famous man"

Well no, he is not a famous man and f‘.‘ we11 some of

his from many of hlS escapades s lt is a wonder he

.

"‘;hasn t become a famous man, but he is not w:.dely known

Is he living in the Un:Lted States"

*:‘?‘We have reason to believe that he lS.“ Now, he"_ 1s famous

) f:-':.to: the F B I I will go that far.

The man that kllled Dr. Martln Luther King, then,

b

W,_;;,living m the‘Unlted States”
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ifIt is my 1mpress1on that.he 1s, yes.
ua?How did you get thatuinformation
J;;Well we were‘contactedhby ce tain*lndividuals that had
information pertalning:’ouwhis case and we met w1th
.those indiyidualsﬁand they diyulged what 1nformat10n_
:.hat they had to us,vandxthrough investigation and‘w
"’f;;talking to various and sundry people around the‘eountry
'7§s have come to these conclu51ons.}:'\ : :

Q‘dfFor what purpose did he do 1t7

,For what purpose did the man klll Klng? The‘guyfwho_:hﬁ

:’@”actually pulled the trigger7

A.LIFor money, for‘noney ;wausubstantlal ‘sum of money. fﬁé:'
hhad no feellngs one way or the other toward Dr. Krng.y
‘gHe is a hired klller.,He done his thing, and Dr. Krng:

d;was doing hls thlng.. He had no qualms w1th Dr. Klng..

'1hvno interest 1n Dr. King s stand on any matter or |

phyIOSOphy.* He did it for money, a substant1a1 sum of

Tf”imoney.. ARt M SRR o
. How much.money7

A'le would say about $250 000 00 - 1s the figure reputed to ﬂhh

”fwasfhe paid that money? |
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?And what does he?do;”is'he a member‘of the Mafla, for

No,_no ties With the Mafia.

Does he have any polltlcal ties at a119

No politlcal ties whatever.i'f‘ “

He is a hired merclnery’vh

He is a professional k111er.t

You say the F. B I know thls man9 Know who he 1s9

They know th1s man and uh,.... yes, they know thlS man."

They have not yet, as of our knowledge, connected him
'Sc, they don t know that he did do thls?

They don t know it yet.‘“h'

We may never. o

jWhy not9

e Well because of this. We are fighting a legal battle

finvolv1ng Mr.‘Ray; at the present time, and‘if we can :
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be at 1arge7 | s

That is entlrely pos31b1e ;L :entlrely‘po881ble.hh
Have you talked to the killer?

No, I haven t.

Why did thlS man tip you off - the person that tlpped

you off about the killer?

Seeklng immunlty.,.,for the, for the man that committed e

the offense._f

I don t undetstand what you mean._Fwas hevihvtrouhle
too, though? w L : e e
Immunlty from prosecutlon.!' o SSnany
He s in. trouble himself the‘tipeter is in trouble, too?t*’
Profe551ona1...t profess10nal crlmlnals.'ltm“h'”“

Have you told anybod} about this yet7 |

I‘told Bernard Fensterwald in Washlngton, D.C. |

nyou here today.l That s 1t.ﬂet
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'nothing more, nothing else.

H”VBut the man who killed hlm himself had no hate,‘he was

gjust a ;...fi

; fNo;feellngs;‘f

;:He was just éS a hiredhgun. s

'f,No feelings whatever‘?fwoule haVe no more feeling than_
"'Fshooting a d°g'v No argnment‘“no quarels w1th Dr. King,
,hkfjust a. gun for hire.- g’ v g;‘ ,\‘ _“h e hili

‘7we11 then, how dld ﬁr. Ray get involved in this,‘how
"'vdid he become the fall guy’ :
He was set up and sucked 1n by a group of highly tralned
hﬁgprofess10nals.;e | g ,

%eWell how do they operate, Mr. L:Lvingston'7
‘vo Welln'theY brlng people in and they give‘themvcertain

“assignments under the gulse that they arehd01ng one

"le_thing when, in effect they are ln reall ¥ doing

”thing_else; and not realizing the“full extent of their'
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needed a fall guy and Ray had Just escaped from the\
Missouri State Prison in: Mlssourl, Jefferson Clty,’r%

: and he was 31ng1ed out asvbelng a person to qualify toﬁ

be set up and intlced into this.} Ray admits that he;was

at 422-1/2 South Marn, on April 4th 1968 “the day that

‘°»'Dr; Klng was krlled but he‘was told that he was g01ng

there for the purpose of show1ng this rifle to a prof-Vn
fe31ona1 gun runner and then lf thls gun runner 11ked

| this rifle then they were going to get 1nto the gun-?

runnlng buSIness, and Ray went there, he admlts he was

there ,vbut he was under the 1npress1on that he was vﬂ”"“

for the purpose of getting into the gun-runnlng busrneSs

between here and Latin Amerlca ;.; that he was not'there
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o PR : ltle
3but that he had no knowledge that Klng was‘golng to be

‘ufkilled and dld not know that King had been killed until

;dhe had reached Renada, MiSSiSSlppi” some seventy-frve.

t:miles south of Memphls._L;;‘ T
Q:LﬁWell why were his flngerprints on the gun?

‘this fingerprlnts were on the gun because the pe0p1e had”

:set hlm up had sent hlm lnto the store in Birmlngham

V:gjto buy the rifle, he handled the rlfle continuously be-’
:tiicusehfiwas told that‘th;t was the rlfle that was’ g01ng
’ifto be shown to this professional gunman i?*l‘“?;
':‘What do you meanswas going to be shown';;‘ do youxneanw
Li_like a rlfle that was to be given, or soneth1ng7"”

| Exhi.bited xhiblted to this man. ‘

”For what purpose?

’ fTo see if that was the type of rlfle he wanted and if

it was the type of rlfle that he wanted then they were’fx*"n

dlfgoing to get 1nto the bus1ness of SUpplYlng thislﬂ:“
particular type of rifle to thls partlcular ind1v1dua1
*ijfto carry them down 1nto the Latin Amerlcan country...-f
hh’It was ‘to be used in Revolutions.;h;_}g | ;

“LSo he was a gun-runner, then, James Earl,Ray7g
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;;his offense was relatlvely minor, why did he escape5if
Why wouldn t anybod; run they found a rifle with hls
- Hgfingerprints on’ lt.; He had handled the rlfle “heQ“
vadmlts he had handled the rlfle, but
unt you sald that he didnft know about the killlng until
f[; afterwards?

"75fA; Untll after it had been commltted

,?ﬂGQ. And then he realized that h1s fingerprlnts were on the

Why, he had to know it;,sigh?“

Well dldn t he surrender.the gun to'these men?

No he dldn't surrender the gun there. The gun was
found xn front of Canlpe s Amusement Store in Memphis;
.on South'Marn Street.’ It was thrown down‘ And we‘say7

?it was not thrown down by James Earl Ray.*
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' '

E B
Date: 6/12/74

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SAVANNAH (44-1768) (RUC)

SUBJECT {__MURKIN

Re ME airt#l to Bureau 6/4/74,.

Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of reairtel,

Enclosed for Memphis is one photograph of RAYMOND
LEWIS CURTIS and a copy of an autobiography written by CURTIS
for his parole officer in approximately 1970.

On 6/11/74, L, L, MC GREGOR, Records Custodian,
Georgia State Prison, Reidsville, Ga,, advised that RAYMOND LEWIS
CURTIS was convicted of Murder and sentenced to life imprisonment
in Whitfield Co., Ga,, on 7/26/67. CURTIS was transferred '
to Ware County Correctional Institution, Waycross, Ga., on
4/1/71. MC GREGOR stated that he has no records of CURTIS
other than the index card.

Review of Savannah file 88-6573, reveals that CURTIS
escaped from Ware County Correctional Institution in 1972,
and was the subject of a UFAC matter.

WAER, Atlanta designated Office of Origin in this case
LEAD:
ATLANTA

Furnish Memphis all pertinent information with regard
to CURTIS, AT 88-13285, Pay particular attention to information
requested by Memphis in re airte 1.

A~

/ / / / ; ¢ /
) W, ley / " Y,

2 i 41/ ' el el b
Bpzes o, BRI D006/

2-Memphis (Encs. 2)
$-Savannah

T CRC/hja
C;L{@ §)

Approved: #

Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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Assoc. Dir. .
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.___
Dep.-A.D.-Inv._
Asst, Dir.:

Adpain i ot
Comp.. Syst, ...
Ext. Affah

(Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date:  6/18/74

Inspection ... .
Enell. el g i
Laboratory ... ...
Plan, & Eval. __
Spec Invi g
ARy o) Y NG Dl
Lexal Coun, ...
Telephone Rm.| _..
?)\,rf‘(‘i;«)r[‘LSee’y

 JEBoH——§AC, WFO (44-703) Q/?f N
( "W/ bk
\_(00:ME) ~ AD W

!

:LI'rcmsmit the following in

j ff /
}ivu,i / _ AIRTEL
|
J/

i/

(Type in plaintext or code)

S b e s s s e

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

Enclosed for the Bureau and each offick is a”transcript of a
conversation betweéen SHIRLE{(?AINES and BILL (MNUX HARRIS concerning captioned
matter. ' \

1R » A
on 5/28774,) DAVID J XGAINES, 6171 Leesburg Pike, Apartment 532,

_Falls Church, Virginia, telephode 534-5572, contacted WFO and stated he would

1ike to make available a tape recdrding for the FBI's consideration concerning

the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

GAINES stated that the tape contains a conversation between his wife
SHIRLEY GAINES, and an individual who identifies himself as BILL (MNU) HARRIS,
According to GAINES, both participants on the tape were in a semidinebriated
condition when the recording was made. In the recording, HARRIS states that
JAMES EARL RAY had nothing to do with the assassination of KING but that he
and others connected with the United Auto Workers and the Teamsters Union
planned and paid for the assassination. { /

The record reportedly was made while GAINES was on a job as a
private court and conference reporter at a public hearing on Chesapeake %ﬂ@
Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory Commission at Brunswick, Maryland, sometime Ay
June of 1972, He stated that during this time he and his wife were sti¥ig;
at the Hawaiian Hotel in Brunswick, Maryland. HARRIS and several other™men
were staying in the room next to theirs. -

GAJNES stated that his wife, SHIRLEY, heard on the radio recently
that severalljmgn were [being investigated for their part in the assassination

of KING. SH -ep rejembered the tape that she and HARRIS had made., GAINES
stated t | riéi tening to the tape he decided to bring it to the FBI,
SUR

Bureau (Enc 1) ‘.
Memphis (44-1987) (Enc 1)!&1}8é W Lt /

pe
o 4 ]

&
§

Alexandria (Info) (Enc 1) /éZ{“;’ :’ﬁ/,>/ Sl . ﬁf}
Baltimore (Info) (Enc 1) / Py L v,

1 - WFO )

ABK:ctw ) e

(7> . g gﬂs 1IN r\.i 1974
Approved: 4 M % Per

S,}?}:'a‘l.A thintCh i
ecl gent in arge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
A S NS )
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Bill Harria is taling
thn the (1naud1b1&)  PR T O
M*W511 right. Hold on Just‘a minute mszil,.a1;1§‘«w*

would you shue up a mlnutc.

‘fna1e-'ﬂ Righﬁ.‘wyf L g
: woman':;f This 1s Bill Harris‘here‘at‘the Hawaiian Hotel.
\‘ﬁz;;“éitting here acroas rrom mé"ihd*wa're doing a’bit
f or talking and he s chuokling 1n the process, but ha has
' ;iaometh1ng to say. He s a very, vcry 1ntelligent person.;_ff

‘KWould you ‘shut upua minute.‘ I've read you out already._- 
1}rlm.:l.e: i¢! I'va read you out Soney, and you re more bettcr
thé“"I am.4

s o n.‘.a.-.w\u -~y e S

Would you hush a minute.'

Now, here 13 an individual who 8 lived 3 great

_‘daal.‘ I think (inaudible) would you shut up a minutc. f‘fffl‘

‘;I've seen his hand. I've washed his body, I've listened'
to him, I'Ve Watched him.’ He's a rino person. I think“"'

1h aome ways, becauso of the extent or his 1ntelliseneef

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




'fhe's a bit frustrated because ah. I'think hc s}daeylyyﬁ

: and I've washed him and listenod covhim Many’

:;timas people with_the.lowor71 vé1f ’r'péychic ability hava jf

: : I think Bill 13 one. oﬁ thom.% (tapa brke, ,!

;?ﬁpproximately 30 seoonds) I don'tvéhink to the extent ydu T

f?énd I have, David.ﬁ Ah, and I think maybe we can 1ntro- 7[ %ﬂ:

tﬁduca him to ‘some_ areas of atudy that w111 mean 8 great_
‘»:'__.ff-?doal 'co m.m, ‘and 1 wul try to do so." But, 1, I'm going

ﬁyto 1eave thia tape on because he s had some very, very

yﬁsigniricant expericncea in his 11fe that are 1nteresting

“wto listen to and %o asﬁiﬁhﬁ“ An&fsb,~8111, eomo on, 1n ?f

7ﬁfan organized way say, how 1t is uith you. ' '

B  [ I've been tied up with organizcd labor ror the L

SV last eleven years,;qu ﬂ/‘"j§'f;‘ .
i:w; woman- __ A11 right, organized labor in what torm?
= o "‘mvrorm of organfzin’g‘. co ‘;3 PRI il Baete
:ﬂiwoman.i 7wwhat 1ev01?  \”'_ ; - ‘”   ; 5 :J.~ v : i
’;‘"l":‘f_ﬂ‘Billa 2 'In tho organizing 1abor form and the ah, 3h» th‘\"'w
T\ff torm of deciding where we strike and when we strike in 7* Gk
\:   public employeea._ I waa wich Martin Luther King when
" he was ‘struck in Mbmphis, Tennessee. I vas with Jim
';;Pierca when we decide whethar we're soins to strike 1“ 
‘“".Memphu,- and T was the ‘predontnant figure that “ﬁ‘"'d'

'Wthat thia was tho place that we ought to decide the South.
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;would win in Memphis beoause of whetharﬁwa had to sacr fi

‘g:who 1t was and¥wha€ 1t was.;;Ah. I rirmly,selieve that‘Marting
}f}Lucher King was ‘S‘sacrifice ror labor movement and he‘wasf
:”Tkilled by the 1abor movoment.\ They éan”accuSe who they'
Twant to, but I firmly Bo%&awa that Mr. Ray, or:whoever 1t,ﬂ‘
 7§;was, was commitbod toykill Martin Luther King, was killed
nifﬁby assassinaa,‘unkndwn, was killed by tha labor movement.
‘And I'11 tell you why. . Jerry Vorth, at that tine, was
:committad whan I was at the lasb moating with Martin Luther
?Kingmin Memphis, Ebnneasee. wﬂow, I uas there when th i
TPresident of the Uhion\was thcre. I was their national
o Vérganizer. 3 nas the Regional Diractor of the American
'ﬂfFederation cr State State 1haudibla) Employees.‘ And when‘
?Martin Luther King was assassinated I ‘was the Difector of'
;the Regional Director, Southern Director of the American
viFedoration of State, COunty, and Munlcipal Employees. And,
M. Worth walked in and took over the operation and he told
yq?}period I;was no longer 1n charge or the operationa, that

Lhe:waabi charge or the operations., From then}on, and frh
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¢that day orward.

H;assassination, hé'was 1n eharge period

; Whab waa that man a ﬁama again? i
| :Q;Jcrry WOrth., He was tha Prosident of our Interna- ‘:
feional.i'Uneil thac day, Martin Lutner King went %o Aclanta,?j*'
'_ftwo dayé prior eo that he went to Atlanta eo go to the . =
&ffrlowara churchﬂ ﬁHe asked that ho not- be brcught back in }%7:1 

Coa fiald of violeono and aubside. Ho did not want to parti- Wi I

;"5Lcipato in any opganization with violencc.‘ My intornational

‘v‘ﬁf‘preaident aasurad him that thero would be no violence._,jj?>5f

- LY ey j ey S

?fffI vas. thq principlc orgﬂnizer or tho driva.,,

'VKﬁ;;rbmalo-* wnae arive?

$“jfi3111' *  In Mhmphis, Tennassee. You don't bolieve me do |

; 3 “you? A11 rlght. I askod him., And Jim Pierce was my Regional--ﬁ}*

' I}!Director. I asked Jerry wOrth whether or not he could assuro ?‘f

R e ..m.‘.a...“-s E S TS

7§,mc that thero would be no violenco, no other thing, and wo

L would ask Martin Luthor King to- return to Memphis. He told

'foﬂme in his own words, he guarantaed me there would be no [QQ

j_iviolance on any part. The preachera in the chureh 1n Memphis‘

-© " and the Alabama Church in the Albania Church, the Lutheran

’”f3~0hurch, told me that there would be no violence and I told

-flmy president and Jerry Worth quoted me.l We paid Martin 'ﬂ’
;1“Luther King to be tlown to Memphis, Tennossee and there was

e e ’
3-23 conspiracy to assassinate him among the unions bofore he
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got there.

‘spired to pay thﬁ man to kill Martingbuther King. ﬁ_vg”
W  How do you know tnis?fﬁ |

| I know this becauso I waa thare. Tha money wasrvﬁ -
f paid to the man and he got him in a 310 000, oollect (1naud1bla)
';Woman-”? wbll, David, youﬂvu hcard~8111 ah, wﬁ&éxig }Bur

. last naﬁe? ‘oh that's righb.,“ )

5’3111-‘?1 (1naudible)

'3 Woman'*“ or course honey.¢ Liaten. I'vo had 8o many thingakf! f
,  j:sa1d to me where I could nsvor say enyehinso fw?:
i Male: L. (1naudiblo) -§#~~¥1 TR |
|  {1Woman.;f’ What are you laughing at? How do you spell youriff
'“filast naﬁe? How do you spell your last nama? ,
:*1:Harris.{ Don't uorry about 1e. Nou, you tell me that you
, €.th1nk you ara an alcoholic. I don't think 80, you've goney
'VTfthrough an awful lot., Sure, you have memories. All rightj
4Efyou say this on tape. In Just a moment. Wait Just a‘m ment .

<f W111 you wait Just a moment. Let me talk again.l I would

ﬂg@ver aver presume to print anything that T have on. this
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Lat me ask you a queation? wbnld you 1et me ask you i

"’a quostion? Shhhhhhh. Lat ma ask yon a question.f Hbuld

you shue up a minute.d Let_.f”‘. I uant to ask you a question. fﬂn

5‘3111-*V, \(inaudible) Go ahead..}“

'ff&ﬂbman: - Out or th¢ a11 the lifb experienco thab you had,

f)could have been mora so 1n thia 11fo. Shhhhhh, Jusc . momant..

Gathcr yo un though’ba together, beoause I want a concreta

S answer.

j '9111‘”"j_ (1naud1blo) L S L =
”'Hbman'* : I want ybu to aay"on'this tape what 1t 13‘1n your

KV”Q'”innar moat selr you reol you ve lcarned from all this tur-

:h‘:fbulenoe and lire.exporienoe you'vo PassGd thr°“8h', 1 know

it has changnd yonr 11ra 1n many uays.’ I'm hoping 1t hasi

o changed 1t 1n a positivo way rather than a negative way |

i and perhaps you can say what has all this maant to you,“within

 the last five years, can you say? AlL right, teke the mike,

“fi,sather your thoughts toscther and see 1f you cen say what,

;.311 tnis haa maant to ydh., From a perhaps detached and
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,beautiful 1ndiv1dual._ Thare uaa d pol t_wherefI‘was ah,

’fﬂwa had to hava Martin, wa had to hava sam&body to win th16;7
";}thing. I was subjacted rirst of all eo killing Martin L
?fLutner King.‘ I obJected violenbly eo 1t._ff});;V\>;f* -

'f woman:1w? And when wero you born?

c siil#{wf

f??ai11-’ﬂf‘"1n a little southern town“tn,Nortb carolina.,f
.f ,Woman‘;H Wh°r'7 T ' ' .  Ehs
75E5111‘\f  I was vorn 1n North Carolina 1n[::::}1n a littlﬁ
 fjtown called, White Lakc. North Carolina. I was violently 3 f“h‘
**voppoased bo the asaassination whan I startad out with. ‘I,ﬂ”’g‘h
_ffwas tald, now this 15. 1n personal invitation, I've left "
;?ithe labor movement since than. I've not been associ&téd
‘fj 3w1th the labor movamene sinca then. I was violently :
v ff?opposed to tho assassination when I was told it had to ba.
:And Ray has no conneetion with the assaasination whatsoever
fﬁ¥  He was porpetrated by the 1abor movomant he was marked
ﬂﬂ’by the teamsters union. Ha waa shot and killed by the
"ﬁteamsters union and the figure you have there today was_

Ty~

'only & figure. Ray 15 only a dﬁmﬂ fisure ot the imaginabion. e
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LVgovernor there, the Mayorﬁthero; bccauéo be uas Jowlah.‘;,

tHe was elected by tha labor movemant.

Awomah~ Who was it? : | | L

'iP;3111~ - 1 dcn’t know who tha holl 1tlwas.%!The Tew thero ?
Efgwas a guy who owned a11 or his cara, a damn hamburger stand.”'

‘"'He was Jewish to start cut with. Hia nanme was Jowish.~“

SR i _;:*v_.,:‘- oLt e —-—mt.-.-. e e e m

¥l %,ﬁ L

AiNow I was Uroughc 1n ehare, not as a participant. I was

‘”:‘brought 1n there as a damn organizer. I uaa told what to 5$f ¥?f

1‘3deo}, Martin Lubher King was aasassinabad by tho labor

"'ff_movement, by the teamstors union. and Bay had nothins to o
f'»do with 1t., Not one thing. No part of 1t Mo part of 1t.a
";7 H;'ccu1dn‘t havo fircd tho rirst nhot. Bocause nobady knew
9}~ih§ was. then at but Jerry WOrth, mysalt and Ray, let' |
-fffsaa, knew where Hartin Lnther King'uas staying at., S
fi}inmanmgﬁﬁﬁMy darling.v It you've sort or bared your‘soul.v
E BiilfcfoVI haven't barcd my soull. s B S
‘fﬁf‘wOman?ﬁfiiWell, up to a point, yos.jjhh; 1t's gobd for%ff”
 ¥5”you. Would you hush a minute. Thc FBI, you know, has‘ﬁ

1worked on this too.- Well, uould yon hush a mdnuto.ﬁi :

‘?fBIil'}% (inaudible)
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