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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
- AL

BBl
Date: 6/26/75

Transmit the following in
{ (Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

S sdEee R el e 8

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Bureau airtel 6/20/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies and for
Cincinnati 2 copies of an LHM dated 6/26/75.

&
;<§§5 2

M
(2)— Bureau (Encs. 4) ~ 8
2 - Cincinnati (Encs. 2)
4 2 Momphine Z JUN 301975
JCH: jap
(5)

Approved: ‘@_Q%L. Sent M Per
pecial 6 nt in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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AIRTEL

6/27/75 1 |

\“\y 14
SAC, Atlanta \ ¢’

Director, FBI (44-38861) 1 - Mr. Peelman
N L= My McDonough

With respect to the information furnished your
office by Public Safety Commissioner Reginald Eaves concernlng
captioned matter, you should advise him that this \
information is identical to information previously [\
furnished by Robert Byron Watson to your office in
April, 1971. He should be advised that Watson at that
time admitted the information was entirely fabricated
and that subsequent investigation failed to substantiate
any of the information revealed by Watson and and all of this
information was forwarded to the Civil Rights Division,

U. S. Department of Justice, in April, 1971.

ALl ol
2(2 / Z 4
EJM:bap (5)

.

See Peelman to Gebhardt memorandum, 6/26/75,
same caption.

Assoc. Dir. it
~v{o.

Dep. AD Adeb

Dep. AD Inv !

Asst. Dir.:

Admin. gl MAILER 2
omp. Syst y ; -
Jid /z/ 1% | JUN27 1975

iles & Copr.
.Gen.. Iny..
Ident.

Inspection
Intell.
Laboratory /
Plan. & Eval. __,..~‘i!’ 111
Spec. Inv. 1)
Training

Legal Coun.

Telephone Rm. ___ o
Director Sec’y __  MAIL ROOM w TELETYPE UNIT [
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S R Ry
GPTIONAL FORM NO. YO ;.0 o s010-106,
MAY. 1962 EDITION. S ”,‘ !
GSA GEN. REG.NQ. 27

RNMENT

tmg @
‘déath of Martin Luther Ring.
_had received this information :
h 1nfcrmati©n "warrants our sarieus

Sul equent inveg€g N _’
apy .of the ‘information as re et'ed by Watsona
hat nﬂerv W nd of the subs Vi
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NR 004 ME PLAIN
8e36 PM N TEL JULY i, (1975 JLC

10 DIREETOR (44-38861)

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
MURKIN

L

RETIRED SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, MEMPHIS, TENN., HAS BEEN
CONTACTED BY ESTHER KARTIGANER AND BY ERNEST LEISER WHO DESIRE
TO INTERVIEW HIM RE INSTANT CASE. THESE INDIVIDUALS CLAIM TO
BE DOING A CBS TELEVISION DOCUMENTARY ON THE KING MURDER.
JENSEN WAS SAC AT MEMPHIS WHEN KING WAS KILLED. HE HAS INDICATED
THAT IF HE 1S INTERVIEWED HE WILL SIMPLY EXPRESS OPINION THAT
JAMES EARL RAY ACTING ALONE KILLED KING.

THIS IS FURNISHED FOR THE BUREAU'S INFORMATION,

END BﬁQ'Z}lj/ f/ . f;!
HOLD b '
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NR @05 AT PLAIN
3:25 PM URGENT JULY 18, 1975 LMM

70 DIRBCTOR (44-38861) ATIN & SUPV. JACK LAWN, ROOM 5978, JEH| Spee. In
EROM \ AT ANTH B

RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO BUREAU, JULY 18, 1975,

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, THE JULY 18, 1975, EDITION
oF THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION NEWSPAPER CARRIED A STORY
/QUOTING ATLANTA PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSIONER A« REGINALD EAVES
iAS ACCUSING THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI OF FAILING TO
COOPERATE WITH THE ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT (APD) IN THEIR
INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING.
EAVES WAS ALSO REPORTED AS HAVING SAID THAT THIS OFFICE HAS
DENIED THE APD ACCESS TO FBI FILES CONCERNING THE KING
KILLING., THE SAME ARTICLE CARRIED SAC WILBURN K. DEBRULER®S
RESPONSE TO THIS CHARGE WHICH IN SUBSTANCE IS THAT HE
(WILBURN K. DEBRULER) KNOWS OF NO INSTANCE WHERIN ATLANTA
OFFICE OF FBI HAS FAILED TO COOPERATE WITH APD NOR HAS

COMMISSIONER EAVES EVER INDICATED THAT THERE WAS LACK OF

COOPERATION ON OUR PART.
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AT 44-2386  PAGE TWO ‘ ‘

IN THIS REGARD, THE HEAD OF THE APD CIVIL UNREST UNIT,
CAPTAIN KEN BURNETTE, ALONG WITH DETECTIVE PHIL SULLIVAN AND
JULDY WILLIAMS CAME TO THE ATLANTA OFFICE TODAY WITH THE REQUEST
T0O VIEW THIS OFFICE'S FILES CONCERNING THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION
AND SPECIFICALLY THAT PORTION OF THE INVESTIGATION RELATING
TO THE RECOVERY IN ATLANTA OF THE MUSTANG DRIVEN BY JAMES
EARL RAY. CAPTAIN BURNETTE WAS ADVISED BY SAC DEBRULER
THAT FBI COULD NOT RELEASE SUCH INFORMATION AND ANY INFORMATION
RELATING TO OUR INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING COULD ONLY BE RELEASED BY THE U.S. DEPART-

MENT OF JUSTICE (uSDJ), WASHINGTON, D, C. (WDC), CIVIL

RIGHTS DIVISION., CAPTAIN BURNETTE ADVISED THAT HE WAS
APPRECIATIVE OF BEING SO ADVISED. CAPTAIN BURNETTE ALSO
MADE INQUIRY AS TO ANY INFORMATION WE HAD PERTAINING TO THE
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY ROBERT BYRON WATSON ALREADY
FURNISHED THE BUREAU AND HE WAS AGAIN ADVISED THAT THIS
OFFICE RECEIVED THE IDENTICAL INFORMATION IN 1571 FROM

ROBERT BYRON WATSON AND THAT WHEN WATSON WAS INTERVIEWED
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AT 44-2386
PAGE THREE
BY THE FBI CONCERNING HIS ALLEGATIONS, HE STATED THAT THE
STORY WAS UNTRUE AND FURTHER HE FABRICATED THIS STORY IN

HOPES OF RECEIVING A REWARD FOR HIS MOTHER WHO WAS ALLEGEDLY
SWINDLED BY THE INDIVIDUAL WATSON NAMED AS CONSPIRATORS IN
KING'S KILLING. HE WAS FURTHER ADVISED THAT THIS INFORMATION
WAS FURNISHED THE USDJ, WDC, IN 1971 AND THAT THE INFORMATION
RECENTLY RECEIVED FROM COMMISSIONER EAVES WAS ALSO FURNISHED
USDJ, WDC, AND TO DATE, NO REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN
MADE OF THE FBI AND NONE WOULD BE INSTITIUTED EXCEPT ON
REQUEST OF THE USDJ, WDC.

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF FURTHER PERTINENT DEVELOP-

MENTS IN THIS MATTER.

END

VLJ FBIHQ CLR
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%ﬁ?:&ﬁs aVERNMENT : . ‘»
M emorandum o \'

‘q_DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) . . - DATE 7/22/75

iF e

> 18 (44-19§15f“(§*)u,,

'Re Legat, Otta;wa, letter to the Bureau,'7/9/75.‘ o

" . . Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 cop:l.es of an LEM
in this matter dated 7/22/75. It is requested that a_ copy
of this LHM be forwarded to Legat, Ottawa, for transmittal

‘ to the RCI(P. ’ :

15 Jup %51975 |

0?6/734 7Lo {qﬁﬂ()ﬁawa R —_———
l enc. N g _ '

‘7/2(/73’

Edm/J

ENCI%]\REW

@ Bureaﬁ (chs. 5)
1 - Memphis i~ " Pyt
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plving theﬁﬁﬁrder of iy

£ yeher  Ki S, by Jamas Earl Ray 1n Me is;

ar: e@ﬂbe, 1n April,. 1968, '
Attached Atlanta teletype advised that Publlc

Safety COmm1381oner Reginald Eaves has been quoted

in Atlanta dajly. newspaper as stating that FBI has

failed to®'copperate with Atlanta Police Department -

- 1n ‘their regent investigation of this killing,

7 v(Recent investigation by Atlanta Police Department
-1s based on information: recelved by Eaves recently
L perﬁalninq to an_ individual, Robert Byron. Watson, =~ .
- who has. furnished statements pertaining to his’: knqwledgef
of a donspiracy. Watson had furnished this game . - :
information to ‘Secret Service and to FBI. in~ 1971,)5
and at that time, during FBI interview, admitted
formation was fabricated.  Statement of. ‘Watson i
_results of interview were furnished to Dapartment
1971 and again in 1975 when received by Atlanta :
BI from Eaves, Eaves has been advised of thls informa-
‘tion pertaining te Watson.)
" Representatives of Atlanta Police Department v131ﬁed i
Atlanta PRI on 7/18/75, and requested to review FBI
k ertainlng te Murkin iavestigation with ‘specific
bk st in 1nv¢at1gaﬁ@on sur;@undlng Mustang vehiele
‘drlven by James Earl Ray and-abandoned in Atlanta :
after shooting of King, and. 1n 1nformatlon pertainlng
. Robert Byron Watsom. .
" “Atlanta Pelice Department representatlves were .
* Jadvised of background rinformation. pertaln;qg tar Watson

- Jand told that in the eyent they desired any. information

| pertaining to FBI 4 Vestigation, they should centagtﬁl‘
Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice. -
Civ1l Rights. Diviaxmn has been adVLSed. 3

S Mr. Mo@re

o JCL;:cj;
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NITED STAT ES G RNMENT i

M emomna’um

Mr., Gebhardt
Mr Peelman
Mr. Lawn ~

Mr. 'Moore - .

| 'FROM. : v
] . Laboratory ...
Plan. & Eval

= @ Traimng,,_.___.
o L-gnl_ Coun. P
Telep ‘gnq R

;‘lsunupT;

R T DTN S By mgmerandum dated July 2, 1975 John C. Keen.y 4 A
’fAch&pg A581stant ﬁttorney Ganeral, Crlmlnal DlVlsien, u. s.

_rnau appearr t,a meetlng at the,Bepartment hqge
cy intended to' furnish some 1nformat1¢n ; :
has recelved pertalnlng to the assagslnatlen of“Mag in
'ZLuﬁher Klng. o .

RN

“f, ..... Bﬂxauant t@ the instructlens @f Deputy: AsSQeia.e

‘{Dlrector Thomas J Jenklns to the Gencral Investl.”tlvé

' 1 Gregery adV1sed that he de31red to d ’v
'Mr. Schoenman, hig associate, who had received n:
from Robert Byrod%ﬁ%tson of Atlanta, Geergla, perta:.m.:ngx
the assnsglnatlo Dr. Klng.i,

The 1nfarmatlon related p %ﬁe;'enman"as the“
sam“tnfermatlon furnlshed to thls/Bu au igll 1 by Wa‘ on
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OT T4 (Rev. 12-22-65)

Date: 7-9-75
B} Director, FBI (Bufile :  44.38861

Attention

From: L ache, Ottawa (Vdd4cq

Title y Character
JAMES EARL RAY: i,
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM| Reterence
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY Ottawa letter dated 2-12-73.

Enclosed are the following communications received from the RCMP: Original and
two copies of RCMP letter dated 6-23-75.

Remarks:

Memphis note RCMP's request and advise.

Dissemination

I:l May be made as received
May be made as indicated by stamp on enclosure
May not be made without further clearance with RCMP

Following offices would be interested in receiving copies of enclosures:

Memphis (44-1987)

Do not write in space below

o

S re v Wm_ﬁsﬁﬁﬁ 7] 24 A PP e P o€
E Pending G 3 i 8 :
4 - Bureau (Enc. 1)
1 cc - Memphis (Enc. 1)
1l cc - Foreign Liaison Unit
Direct (Eng. 1)

Status with this office: /y P
(A

JFB:jhc
CYNE
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.
7 PLEAS#® ADDRESS AN PRIERE D*ADRESSER LES
CORRESPONDENCE TO:% ’ & . g LETTRES COMME SUIT:
S 5y N £
THE COMMISSIONER ST v LE COMMISSAIRE

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE o NN E: GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA
OTTAWA, CANADA 3 OTTAWA, CANADA

K1A OR2 e, e SEA D) K1A OR2
ROGA\epUce

-

YOUR NO.
HEADQUARTERS VOTRENS  44-4

DIRECTION GENERALE
OUR NO.

NOTREN 68HQ—791"Q—60

June 23,

Mr., Joseph A, Marion Jr.,
c/o United States Embassy,
100 Wellington Street,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Re: James Earl RAY
Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. -
Victim
Civil Rights - Conspiracy

Reference is made to our letter of February 8,
1973, and your Memphis report dated March 1, 1973,
concerning disposition of exhibits being held by our
Force in respect to captioned matter.

It would be appreciated if your Memphis
office could once again cause enquiries to be made
with Mr. J. Clyde Mason, Assistant District Attorney
General, to determine the present status of matters
before the Courts in respect to James Earl RAY.

/
/
/

Your assistance is appregiated.

vy L

~ l[‘ /)\f

, 0 INBD..,
in Charge,
Federal General Branch.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ot . ‘
- L »

i o
Date: o

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
(ATTN: SUPV. JACK LAWN, ROOM 5078
JEH, AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS)

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C)

Re Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 7/18/75.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau aze the original
and five copies of an LHM with attached newspaper clippings.

One copy of above LHM being furnished to Memphis
Division for information.

Enclosed clippings set forth the newspaper articles
appearing as a result of Atlanta Public Safety Commissioner
A. REGINALD EAVES' news conference of 7/30/75, in which he
set forth the results of his investigation into the assassina-
tion of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

As pointed out in these clippings, the investigation
produced no new evidence, however, EAVES stated that he would
ask the U. S. Department of Justice,vpfficials in Memphis, and
U. S. Representative ANDREW YOUNG to iritiate an investigation
to insure that njustice has not been perpetrated.

ﬁ;;‘b 747 ' f"; /

~age, v
B i SIS

&0 AUG 4 1875

Bureau (El’lC%W ) S —
@Memphis (44-1987 ) (Enc. 1) (Info) o
2-Atlanta J= Rl \
WDC : ¢w L ]
(7Y} (?/;? %_

‘/
L.20
i3

Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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R , 1975, Atlanta’ Public Safety Commissioner
A Reginald ‘Eaves, held a news conference at which time he .
. released the results of his: investigation into the" assassrna-‘
“tion of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. Two newspaper accounts
of this conference are attached to thls memorandum.‘

| T It is pointedyout in’ these accounts Eaves adv1sed
that because of the many question;which remain in the case,

“he would ask the U. S. Department of Justice, Officials in
Memphis, and U. S. Representative Andrew Young to initiate

o 7nvestigation to insure that injustice has not been perpetrated

‘of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is knn
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency. T : _ ; i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| By CLIFF GREEN
'} PublicSafety Commisstoner

: .Wednesday ‘that allegations
‘the assassination of Dr. Mar-

- ¢lvil rights leader was gunned
down in 1968; The US. De.

uthorities in Memphis.
“The' commissioner orde

urder-a month ago after

"a twice-convicted drug dealera
Robert. Byron. Watson, whi)
claimed to have overhean
several Atlanta men discuss
ing King's murder a week bef
re it occurred. - ‘

yided no accurate informaty
the assassination. :..

The Atlanta

Reginald Eaves conceded

tin Luther King Jr. was the
result of an Atlanta-based '
co&pxracy are “not substantx- '

Eaves then' retumed the . '
‘ball to where it had been ever
since the Nobel Prize winning

partment of Justice and locall

investigation into the King the probability of a conspir--
* acy based upon ths specmc :
" allegations  made by Watson -
: in the document he submxtted

: relative to-Dr. Kingsdeath"

edian Dick Gregory gave
. him a copy of a statement by .

The Watson statement pt after Dr. King's death. -

Lzavu said the statema&
ive Atlanta investigators .
nuspeciﬁed “leads” “in -the . ,ing

tase, but indicated the *lea
had "nothing to do with ﬂw

~ Atlintamen. 0 7o
In fact, he said two of the y

men named by Watson who

still living in Atlanta took
examinations over .:

: t_he pe

nlsvmenotimmlvec!intli

" alleged conspiracy

“Based on this evidence,”
Egves said in a prepared

statement, “our’ investigation, .

therefore, causes us to reject

Watson and - his mother, .

"""Mn.R.W Watson, have been

trying to convince officials of.

- the truth of the 21-year-old's.'

story since 1970, two years

The Atlanta office of u‘@
'FBI said it obtained the same. :

nformation in 1971 and foucd

";‘Youth Center in Ash

mon claims to have been
framed on charges of nnpom?
heroin in 197‘4.:l a\x‘::’il :h;rga\ i
conspirln to distribute co-).
o January 1975 by3 -

“hig ll ent : officials

amlthesyndlcate” because of - -

Vhls knowledge of the consp“"

Eam said the Atlanta Bu-
reau of Police Services inves-

~ tigation “found no evidence to
: his claims.”

“- A- mental examination’ l\as"

. been ordered for Watson, who

is confined to the Federal
land, Ky.
At one point during the bu-
" reau’s probe, Eaves said it .
would have been impossible
* for the FBI to investigate the
Watson statement four years .
-ago, because some of  the
' informauon was as Dew a3 .

press cgnfereme. however, .7
Eaves admitted that the new
information eoncemed drugs.
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Sayl ‘l‘wice-Convicted Dnlg Dealen Statement Named Two Men, But Lie Detector Appamtly Cleared Them
Vi wah adabl ker o aluidl O3 e w:l It M 28 ) ‘lﬂ "i‘” AW“.‘ S
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e, Wes .

FEaves® King Probe cauga
| Wast-e, Embarrassment g .

~ By JIV STEWART
Eaves’ fruitless investigation into the assase:

“a waste of time.-money and-a source of .
e;nt::rragrngxelg wm‘;a and my family,” one
of the ets ol tmvesuanonsaid
Wednesday. A §

Bane. Culley,*: self-employed Atlanta
businessman, said ‘e had cooperated fully

- fees,
FmEamsaidWednesdayareporthen

preived alleging an Atlanta-based conspxracy
towl‘nll . King “could not be substanu-
. »

" “Unless new information beemm

i available, I consider the subject closed,”<

. Eaves announced at a press conference.
_ - Culley and several other men were
* named by Robert Byron Watson, a federal

. inmate serving time for a drug convicti bcz

fore the civil rights leader was shot April 4, -
1968, on the balcony of the Lorraine Mot fl
in Memphis.. . . -

*T have no comment on what Watson ba]
say until I have a chance to read his entire

‘ [as having plotted King's death a week

nt,” Culley said. “But I think the faut'
t both the FBI and the Atlanta police have

o looked into it and dismissed it speaks for it-

» Culley said intelllgence ‘officers who inter-
viewed him were “polite” but were not specxfxc
about what he was suspected of.

- %I volunteered to take a poly h examl-
pation” Culley said. “When it was _eompleted I
didn't even ask what the results were. 1 knew
_what they were.”

‘ Culley ‘admitted that be knew his accuser
when the young man worked at a Buckhead

gaﬂery, the scene of the alleged plot to kill .

. King. “Ii you know Watson or have ever

ked with him,
amworth,”Cnlleymd. ‘

Lo

=y Page 1-A "
-~ July 31, 1975

Pnblic Safety. \.ommissionerm‘Reginhld ‘. :
sination of ‘Dr. Mar’in Luther King Jr. was -

Jrith investigators in the probe “at a great . 5
tomemtermsofnmeandlawyex[

then you know what tts_"‘

o~‘

Watson. 21, 13 eurrent!y setving a five- ,
year sentence in. Ashland, Ky., for conviction.o
g barcotics trafficking. U.S. District” Judge- N¢»
¥ well ‘Edenfield, who originally sentenced Wai .,

, son, has since ordered that he undergo psychi’v
( atric examination. : 0
A rambling, 34-page statement by Wauon :

on his dealings in the drug market included -
about three pages of information alleging the -

wn

was given to him by comedian Dick Gregory.

. “I can now state categorically that many
of the names, places and dates concerning the
alleged conspiracy have been corroborated,”
Eaves said. “However, equally as important,
Watson’s claims of involvement by individuals .

. henamedasconspiringtokﬂlDr.ngconld ‘
t‘ not be substantiated.” \
: Eaves said that while the invectigatlon of

| Watson's allegations proved fruitless, detectives

¢ did receive mformatwn “wlnch _indicates 1' ot

n possibllity" that there may hnve been a con
linked to King’s death. &
1 He added, however, “We are unable to at-

knowledge of a conspiracy.” -

Because of .the “many questions” which re- o

main in the case, Eaves said he would ask the
Justice department, officials in Memphis and
US. Rep. Andrew Young to initiate an investi-
"gation Mi?’sm that an injustice has not been

Eaves declined to discuss wbétnéwinfon-
mation his investigators had received. He con- -

‘ceded that Watson's report was the same one "' '

jnrecexm;:danddiumssedunsehsbythem
r had In the co&rsepgtl t:: bl:mtlgaﬁon Eaves
accused the nncoopenttve
and not allowing access to itsmrseords.
' Eaves said his investigators talked with 11
¥ law enforcement agenclu and 35 "non-gwem-
mental persons during the invetxgatmn.

The Atlanta Cons:.tutlon

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

King plot. Eaves said Wednesday the statement .. .

test to the reliability of persons who claim -






