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kf NR012 CE PLAIN 

FROM: 

MURKI N. 

RE CHARLOTTE TELETYPE DATED JANUARY So 1976. 

WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, FOREMAN, PHARR YARNS, INTERVIEWED 

AT HIS HOME, 215 EWING DRIVE, BELMONT, N. C., ADVISED HIS 

CO RRESPONDENCE WITH HIS BROTHER CLAUDE POWELL, JR., IS VERY 

POOR WITH ONLY AN OCCASIONAL TELEPHONE CALL. HF LAST SAW 

CLAUDE THREE YEARS AGO WHEN THEIR MOTHER, HEPSIE POWELL, WAS 

VERY ILL IN TOCCOA, GEORGIA. WENDELL RELATED HE HAD NOT HEARD 

OF ANYONE CONTACTING HIS BROTHERS CLAUDE AND LEON AND OFFERING 

LJ 

0 

1. 

9:SPM NITEL JANA' 'Y 9, 1976 JDC 

TO: DIR  (44-39F61) 

TLANTA (44-?36) 

FL PASO 

MEMPHIS 

CHARLOTTE ( 44-1365) ( P) 

THEM MONEY TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, ND ADVISED LF 

CLAUDE HAD SEEN $25,000 IN ONE LUMP SUM, CEUDF WOUL$ HAVE TOLD 

OTHERS ABOUT IT. HE SAID CLAUDE USED TO DRINK A LOT AND TALK 

GLIBLY WHEN IN A DRUNKEN CONDITION UNTIL A DOCTOR TOLD HIM TO 

RESTRICT HIS INTAKE OF ALCOHOL FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT. 

POWELL SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE CLAUDE AND LEON HAD THE 

84 JAN 2 1 197S 
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PAGE TWO CE 44-1365 

CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KING. CLAUDE GOT NICKNAME "SHOTGUN" 

SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN A SHOTGUN WAS TAKEN FROM HIM BY A 

POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE 

INTOXICATED. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR MEMBERS OF HIS 

FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL SAID KING STIRRED UP TROUBLE 

WHEREVER HE WENT AND HE AND MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT 

BELIEVE IN TROUBLE. WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO 

HIS PEOPLE BY BEING ASSASSINATED WHICH MIGHT NOT HAVE 

OCCURRED HAD HE LIVED. WENDELL STATED IN ADDITION TO BEING 

INCARCERATED BY THE N. C. PRISON AUTHORITIES, HE HAD 

SERVED TIME PS P JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN OF GEORGIA LOCATED 

BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HF NOR 

MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT JAMES EARL RAY 

OTHER THAN WHAT THEY HAVE READ IN NEWSPAPERS , TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. 

NO MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY ARE KNOWN TO BE PRESENT OR FORMER 

MEMBERS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS. 

WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR., 

LEON, AND EDWARD, WHO RESIDED IN ATLANTA, GA., HE BELIEVED, 

PLACE NOT KNOWN, AND ONE SISTER, FLOYGE BRYSON (WIFE OF JOHN 
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PAGE THREE CE 44-1365 

BRYSON), FRANKLIN, N. C., AND A MOTHER HEPSIE AND A BROTHER 

HUBERT, WHO LIVE SIDE BY SIDE IN TACCOA, GA. 

ATLANTA WILL, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND 

INTERVIEW EDWARD POWELL, ATLANTA, AND HEPSIE AND HUBERT 

POWELL, TOCCOA, GA. 

CHARLOTTE WILL CONTACT FLOYCE BRYSON, SISTER, FRANKLIN, 

N. C. 

TELETYPE BEING FURNISHED EL PASO FOR INFORMATION SINCE 

EL PASO CONDUCTING ACTIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER. 

END. 

HOLD 
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NRZO1 EP PLAINTEXT 

9 : 26Al URGENT JANUARY 9, 1975 OXM 

TO: DIRECTOR ( 44-388681) 

ATLANTA (44-2386)  

MEMPHIS 

FROM: EL PASO ( 44-920) (P) ///5P/// 

RE ATLANTA TELS TO EL PASO DATED JANUARY 8, 1976. 

ALTHOUGH MOTEL PERSONNEL AND RECORDS FAILED TO LOCATE 

REGISTRATION FOR CLAUDE POWELL, JR., INVESTIGATION MIDLAND, TEXAS, 

JANUARY 8, 1976, DETERMINED SEVERAL CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FROM 

GEORGIA RESIDING VARIOUS ROOMS SCOTTISH INN MOTEL. INQUIRY WITH 

FORMEN AND MEMBERS OF CONSTRUCTION CREW UPON THEIR RETURN TO 

e 

MOTEL LATE EVENINGJANUARY 8, 1976, DETERMINED POWELL RESIDING 

ROOM 211 SINCE JANUARY 4, 1976 WITH THREE OTHER CONSTRUCTION WORKERS. 

CLAUDE POWELL, JR. INTERVIEWED EVENING JANUARY 8, 1976. 

AT OUTSET OF INTERVIEW POWELL DENIED HAVING CONTACT WITH ANY 

MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY OR IN PARTICULAR HIS BROTHER LEON POWELL SINCE 

DEPARTING FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, DECEMBER 31, 1975&. WHEN 
- ) 

END PAGE ONE  
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EP 44-920 PAGE TWO 

QUESTIONED IF HE HAD EVER BEEN OFFER A LARGE SUM OF MONEY TO COMMIT 

A MURDER HE IMMEDIATELY VOLUNTEERED THAT HE HAD IN FACT BEEN 

OFFERED $ 25,000 SHORTLY BEFORE THE ACTUAL ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. TO MURDER MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.. HE RELATED 

THE FOLLOWING: 

THREE OR FOUR WEEKS PRIOR TO THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 

HE AND HIS BROTHER LEON WERE SEATED IN A BOOTH IN PETE'S BAR ON 

MORELAND AVENUE, IN ATLANTA. HE RECALLED THAT A FRIEND OF HIS 

BROTHER, RAY GODFREY, A MUSICIAN AND AN ATLANTA CITY EMPLOYEE 

JOINED THEM IN THEIR BOOTH AND ENGAGED IN CONVERSATION WITH LEON. 

HE PAID NO PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO WHAT THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT. 

GODFREY LEFT THE BOOTH AND, IN APPROXIMATELY TEN TO FIFTEEN MINUTES, 

AN INDIVIDUAL PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN TO HIM CAME TO THEIR BOOTH AND 

SEATED HIMSELF OPPOSITE FROM HE AND LEON. HE RECALLED THIS 

INDIVIDUAL AS BEING A WHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY YB" IN HEIGHT, 

MEDIUM BUILD, APPROXIIIATELY 150 POUNDS, EARLY 30'S, WELL DRESSED, 

CALM AND COLD IN MANNER AND VERY CLEAN CUT. AS THE PERSON SET 

DOWN HE PLACED AN EXPENSIVE LOOKING BLACK BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE. 

THIS INDIVIDUAL APPEARED TO BE OUT OF PLACE IN SUCH AN ESTABLISHMENT 

END PAGE TWO 
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EP 44-920 PAGE THREE 

IN VIEW OF HIS DRESS AND HE IMPRESSED POWELL AS BEING P. WELL 

EDUCATED PIERSON WHO APPEAR TO BE A PROFESSIONAL TYPE, SUCH AS 

A LAWYER. HE MAY HAVE INTRODUCED HIMSELF BUT HE DOES NOT 

PENBEMBEP A NAME. 

THE UNKNOWN PERSON ASKED HE AND LEON IF THEY WANTED TO PULL 

A JOB. HE DOES NOT REMEMBER THE EXACT CONVERSATION BUT HE GUEST-

TIONED THE UNKNOWN PERSON CONCERNING THE NATURE OF THE JOB AND 

HOW MUCH MONEY IT PAID. THE UNKNOWN PERSON TOLD THEM THAT HE 

WANTED THEM TO DO AWAY WITH SOMEONE AND WHEN OUESTIONED FURTHER 

SAID IT WAS SOMEONE IMPORTANT. THE UNKNOWN PERSON THEN TOLD 

THEM HE WANTED THEN TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING AND WOULD PAY 

$25,000 NOW AND $ 25,000 WHEN THE JOB WAS DONE. THE UNKNOWN 

PERSON THEN OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE WHICH WAS FULL OF WRAPPED 

CURRENCY, SOME OF WHICH WERE IN $ 100 DENOMINATION. HE STATED 

THAT HE WAS SHOCKED AND ININTIALLY ASSUMED THAT IT WAS SOME 

SORT OF JOKE OR POSSIBLY A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER TRYING TO 

END PAGE THREE 
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EP 44-920 PAGE FOUR 

TRICK HIM. AFTER THE UNKNO'JN PERSON MADE THE OFFER HE IGNORED 

ANY FURTHER CONVERSATION WHERE UPON THE UNKNOWN PERSON CLOSED 

HIS BRIEFCASE AND DEPARTED. 

HE HAS NEVER HAD ANY FURTHER CONTACT NOR DID HE EVER ASCERTAIN 

THE IDENTITY OF THE UNKNOWN PERSON OR MEANS OR REASON FOR THE 

OFFERED PAYMENT TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. HE RELATED THAT HE 

HAD GAINED A REPUTATION AS BEING A HOODLUM BECAUSE OF HIS PAST 

PRISON RECORD, PARTICIPATION IN SEVERAL FIGHTS, AND HIS HABIT OF 

CARRYING A SHOTGUN IN HIS VEHICLE. HE SAID HE FREQUENTLY 

LOANED HIS SHOTGUN TO THE BARTENDER AT PETE'S WHEN TROUBLE 

OCCURRED AT THE BAR. HE DENIED EVER RECEIVING SUCH AN OFFER 

PRIOR TO THIS INCIDENT AND FURTHER DENIED ANY AFFILIATION 

WITH A WHITE HATE GROUP. HE ADMITTED THAT HE HAD MADE 

STATEMENTS, WHILE DRUNK, TO THE EFFECT THAT HE HAD NO AVERSION 

TO KILLING BLACKS ALTHOUGH HE HAD NEVER SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED 

DOING SO. 

HE MENTIONED THAT HE WAS SHOCKED AND DISMAYED TO LEARN 

APPROXIMATELY THREE TO FOUR WEEKS LATR THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING 

HAD BEEN MURDERED. HE SAID HE DID NOT GO TO LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS AND TELL THEM OF HIS CONTACT WITH THE UNKNOWN PERSON 

BECAUSE HE FELT HE MIGHT BECOOE A SUSPECT IN THE MURDER OF 

i'1ARTIN LUTHER KING. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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TO: DIPTOR ( 4-3PBl) 

M. ATLANTA ( 4-23F1) (P) 

MUPKIN' 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INSIGA!IO 

COMMUNICATiONS SECTION 

JAN (12 1976 

TEL PE 
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Training  

Legal Coma. 
Telephm Rin. 

Seey -. 

RE BUREU TEL JANUARY 9, 197. 

ATTEMPTS TO RECONTACT LEON POWELL REGARDING IDENTIFICATION 

OF ARTIST'S CONCEPTION ON TODAY'S DATE NEGATIVE. 

INTERVIEW WITH RAY GODFREY ARRANGED WITH GODFREY'S EMPLOYER 

FOR MORNING OF JANUARY 13, 197. 

ATLANTA. WILL INTERVIEW PAY GODFREY. LOCATE AND SHOW 

ARTIST'S CONCEPTION TO LEON POWELL. 

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. 

END. 
/ 

X P -, 

PLS EACK FOR FIVE 

S J/f 

NIR020 NEEDS A TAPE COULD YOU PLE 9ESED IT 

84 21 1976 
W• 
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TELECOPIER 

TO: SAC; ATLANTA (-2386) 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (Y+-38861) 

MURKIN 

Re in' T1copir Trnmission tinted 1-8-76 

1-9-76  
(Date) 

1. ITEMS ENCLOSED PREPARED BY EXHIBITS SECTION, ADMINISTRATIVE DiVISION: 

One Artists conception drawing  

2. ACTION TO BETAKEN: 
A. Have witness(es) view item(s) for evaluation. 

B. If modification is necessary, submit additional information and any pertinent com-
ments of witness(es) to Exhibits Section, Administrative Division. 

C. When likeness is approved by witness(es) any extra copies needed should be made or 
obtained locally. If local copying facilities are not available additional copies may be 

requested from Exhibits Section. 

D. As the case progresses, advise Exhibits Section re use and effectiveness of item(s) 
as investigative aid(s). Upon apprehension of subject(s), submit arrest photographs(s). 

Enc. Three photocopies of drawing are being forwarded to your 
office by routing slip. 
NOTE: WITNESS SHOULD FIRST SEE AND APPROVE DRAWING BEFOR 

- SENDING PHOTOCOPIES TO OTHER OFFICES. 

(
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-j (Do not type below this Une.)_ 

ral Investigative Division Direct 

NOT RECORDED 
I! 
I 

15 JAN 13 1976 

84 JAN 1A7&0M TELETYPE UNIT 
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NOTE: Reference is made to conversations between Departmental 
Attorney Robert A. Murphy and SA H. N. Helterhoff 

re the status of this investigation. Enclosed are copies 
of Atlanta teletypes, both dated 1/15/76, and a copy of a 
Charlotte teletype dated 1/14/76. Also enclosed is an FBI 
Identification Record for Arnold Ray Godfrey. 
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NOTE: Enclosed is a copy of a teletype dated 1/8/76 
from our Atlanta Office; 2 teletypes dated 1/9/76 

from El Paso; and 1 teletype dated 1/9/76 from Charlotte. 

Reference is made to conversations between 
Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy, and SA H. N. 
Helterhoff re the status of this investigation. On 1/9/76, 
Mr. Murphy stated that Ray Godfrey should be interviewed and 
a determination should also be made as to whether he will 
submit to a polygraph examination. Mr. Murphy also stated 
that Claude Powell should be recontacted to determine if he will 
submit to a polygraph, and a determination should also be made 
as to whether any records of incoming and outgoing telephone 
calls are maintained at the Scottish Inn Motel, Midland, Texas. 

2 
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1 : 7P ITEL J HJflY 1, 1976 JOG 

TO! GIFECTO, FBI ( 44-35551) 

/ 
TLATA (44_?355) 

EL 

Is 

CRLCTTEE ( 44- 1355) 
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It 
ASSOC- I)ir. 

psst. 

Adu 
ColflP Sis• -- 
E)t. Mfprs - 

Files & 
Gen- In 
jiettt. 

ofl — 

at FvaL — 
Plan. & 
Spec Inv-

Legal Co3 
n. 

TelePb0'. - - 
—. 

IS 7HABLOTTE TTLETYPE TO T USAL, DATED JAURY ', 1976. 

FLOYGVELRYSOE, BOUTS NUNBER FIVE, BOX 150, 

A I 

A5 FOLLD'TI: 

C., I iTERVIEVED ON JA NUP,BY 14, 19 75, AND ADVISED 

LSOE .A) CLAUDE POESLL ARE IYSON' S BROTHERS ED ALTHOUGH 

FEY ARE BOTH KOPALLY GOOD HE'! THEY EACH ,A \!7- A DPINEIEB 

PEOBLEi. ' SITHED LSO HOP CLAUDE HAS EVER BESE ASSOCIATED :! ITU 

TUT EU V! 1X KLA B OR ANY BLACK HATS ORGAHIZATIOIiS. LINSUISE 

TITHT HA 5 EVER SPOKEN AGPI1ST HART IN LUTHE' KING. 

TOY SO S BROTHERS HAN/S `\JI 'ENT JO NED TO HER TEE ALLEGED 

OFFEB TO KILL KING AND 3PYSCN OUITE FPA'1ELY DOES CT LIEVET 

THE EVENT EVER OCCURRED. ALSO, NEITHER POSSESSES THE CAPABILITY 

TO K ILL HI NC 

LEO N POJITLL 'TA S A ROPE A ' VA B 'JETERA H AND VHS NEVER HE 

Ji 

11 
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0 TO 04- 13 05 

7!0F TO EXCESS HE OTCO TOT TTSSED 'Y OFTTT CALLS TT3FRE 

OF US FTILY IN THF MIDDLE OF THE TIGHT FOR COTTOLATIO'. 

LN OFi 1 SUTTS HE VI SHES HE UPEDEAD LIKE THE RE ST OF 

THE 90YE IN HIS UNIT40 TERE KILLED IN '<OP'1 PYOT O'LI'\'' 

LEON'S EXPERIENCES IN Togs HAVE ADVERS ELY AFFECT ED HIS 

LTST CALL WS : oo GY LOON TO PRYSON SEVER AL TOTHS ' 00. 

LOOT LAST SOON 3Y GRYSOT OUR INS CHRISTM AS, 1975, 00 ALL 

J?tpC'r) Y7L L. 

OPYSOT PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING LIST OF HER GROTHRS: 

'ONDOLL POTIOLL, TEL'iOTT, Y . C. 

CL' 1J00 POHOLL, JR., CHiBO L'TE, DEKTUR, 

TO , TO POTFUL, SHLLOHFORD, CHO1BLFE, G. 

HU.EPT POTFUL, POUTF THREE, TOO, oç 

LOOT P0 1'JELL. 

ATLYJT, HANDLE INTERVIOrS OF FA MILY. 

TELETYPE FURNISHED FL PASO AND MEMPHIS PER RTOUEST. 

. 

r 
L 
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PAGE TWO, AT L!4- 

LWAYS SEEMED TO HAVE MONEY, IN F PCT , CAVE HER S5P, TIP. SHE 

CANNOT LOCATE DUKE AT THIS TIME, JM FACT, FAS 13 FEN TRYING TO 

FIND HIM ON HER OWN. Dt!KF VERY RARELY WENT INTO PAR, A LAYS 

GOT HIS REVERAGES THROUGH THE CARHOPS . DIANE ADVISED ANOTHER 

G'HOP NAMED DOTTIE (L NV , WHO SHE THI NKR IS GUPRE.1TLY WflYI NC 

FOR PARPARA'S LOUNGE CM O9RLA.ND AVE., MIGHT BE ABLE TO 

AGGIST IN THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE APTIST'S 

CONCEPTION IN VIEW OF FACT SHE WAS A LONG—TIME EMPLOYEE OF 

PETE'S PLACE. 

LEON POWELL REI NTERVIEWE) AND SHCrN APTIST'S CONCEPTION. 

TO THE PEST OF PIG RECOLLECTION, ITP SOME MINOR COSMETIC 

CHANGES, CONCEPTION RESEMPLEE INDIVIDUAL WHO CONTACTED HI' 

PR ASSASSINATION. POWELL IS CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL b.'HO CONTACTED 

HIM KNOWN AS RALPH DID NOT, REPEAT DID NOT, ' 1ALK WITH LIMP. 

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. LOCATE AND INTGRVIE DOTTIE LNU) 

AND SHOW ATIST'S CONCEPTION. 

END 

PLE' HOLD 
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Dep.-A.D.-Inv-----
Agst. Dir.: 
Admin.  
Comp. Syst. --
Ext. Agairs 

InpectiOfl   
int,l.t 

C -1: 1 A— Lab- , i at.,ry __ 

PL SO ( DOr) 
Tr:inir'g 

TLAT (--?3) (?) ( Legal Coun. 
Telephone liii. - 

r;flhf T Director Sec'y 

PP ATT TA TTLPTY?E TO THP JiP.PAU, .Jt UAPY 15, 197. 

INST'T T0TP., flA 1C KIN:'O, o'fl OF iC .10 

PTUPA"T, " OPTLA:D IT UT:, ADVISPD SUP DOPS HAVP SPLOYPD 

r;PLC T T 15". " DOTTIP" P ID ORY FOP HPF. .' HPN SPE 

ONED TUE PIGLET ESTAOJPANT LOCAT AT HILL AND NORELOND, ATLANTA, 

OP. SIA, " POTTIE" HAD THF DAY OFF AND IS CUP'PT.NTLY OUT OF TOiN, 

HO TILL PP PACK A ' D PSPCP.T FOP ORK AT : PP P1, FPID(Y, JANUALY 

IAP PRPY PPODNTACTPD, A UISOD ALL OTHD SIPLOYPES OF 

P ACIT HAVE DIED SINCE' °ETP' P PLACE. fcE CLOSED. AS PAR 

N NJ0E2, THE ONLY FT 1710 VALE' ST ILL L 171 NP T HAT FTP 

CEO PITH PETE' S PLACE' APP HEPSF'LF, KIF" , P ND PAY 
/ 2r' 

[PT F T" UST 01 0 c A'' STILL OV' 'TD FETU T 
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TL!T,( T ' TL T '. ILL LO I'T}PJIJ ' iCTTI" 

n KIFJO c 

POLL 13OTHf.:S, LO CL(JD]E, HOUL rl 

JTTItLLY 

PL 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF !NVESh(ATIOh 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

TELETYPE 
Ml ti..Ai IV 

ii io At11 U ri u L N I 1--7 L ill Ii 

iu - (4'-ootI) 

A  Ili A Ii..AJ IM  

)UK.LIV , 

* 

- rALJ lu iUruu, JM'JUMtY 7, 1./t. 

UN JAd4UIY 7, L LOW PLJhiLL AL1,,JNlMLi.0 M1) 

- 

Assoc thr. 

Dep-A.D.-Adm_ 
Dep-A.D.-Inv._ 
As'T Pir, 

Admin. - 

C 'n Svst. 

Ext. Affaj 

File & d 
Gen. Inv. 
Ident. 

In peetion 
ill '.ill. 
Lal''ratory 
Plan. & EvaL - 

Spec. Inv - 

Training   
Legal Coun.   
Telephone Rm. - 

'1Direetor Seely - 

tt W in L.i(, LL.AUi). r'UWLL, i I  iril. r.il u LL.J, 

UU Ail 1 _ i A I INU Ml L.UILih iNiy , tLui.Au, i-UWI 

VJ-- i UUr. IV iLY L N?LUY.L MI ill iULA1JLJ bY LI IV A IV U w IV k1LJt. 

• eUWLLL L.JIt .L1tY MiL) UFYMLL ixuCiiu. 

Li MILMiA, Ln.LJruiM, up )i, 

.L r'u Ml • W ILL A I fP I LU LULMI MU 

itflxdi.w UMUUii 

U_ rih 

8 4 JAN 2 1 1976 
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Assoc. Dir.   

Dep. AD Adm. - 

Dep. AD Inv. - 

Asst. Dir., 

Adnriv.   

Cornp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 

Files & Corn. - 

Gen. Inv.   

dent.   

Inspection   

Intoll.   

Laboratory   

Plan. & Evol. - 

Spec. Inv   

Training   

Legal Coon.   

Telephone Rm. 

8e4 iN-2 ?A1S7OM 

Ad 

PLAINTEXT TELETYPE 

TO ATLANTA ( 44-2386) 

EL PASO ( 44-920) 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI ( 44-3886)) 

MU) 1 - Mr. Helterhoff 

- REEPTEL JANUARY 9, 1976. 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION REQUESTS FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 

INVESTIGATION: 

ATLANTA, INTERVIEW RAY GODFREY. ADVISE HIM OF HIS 

RIGHTS AND DETERMINE IF HE WILL SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH 

EXAMINATION. 

EL PASO , RECONTACT CLAUDE POWELL AND DETERMINE IF HE WILL 

SUBMIT TO POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. ALSO ASCERTAIN IF SCOTT4'H 

INN MOTEL MAINTAINS ANY RECORDS RECORDING INCOMING AND 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALLS FOR CLAUDE POWELL, PARTICULARLY / 0 

DETERMINE IF HE HAS BEEN IN TELEPHONIC CONTACT WITH LEON 

OWEN POWELL. 

DO NOT CONDUCT ANY POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION UNTIL FURTHER 

APPROVAL FROM FBIHQ. SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS. 

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS. 

1 - MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

END 

HNH:bap ( 4) 

19 

TELETYPE UNIT 

SEE 

.0 'i• 

COMiUNCATONS SECTIOf 

9 1C. 

f(t (;-  

NOTE PAGE TWO 0 JAN 1;3 ..  

1976 

GPO 1975 0 - 56992O 
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PAGE TWO ( 44-38861) 

NOTE: This case pertains to the shooting death of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. 

Pursuant to a Departmental request, we have 
instituted investigation to resolve an allegation by Leon 
Owen Powell that he and his brother, Claude Powell, were 
offered payment in 1967 to murder Dr. King. Leon Owen 
Powell claimed Ray Godfrey initially approached him re this 
payment. Claude Powell has also been interviewed and also 
states offered  to kill Dr. King made; however, Claude Powell's 
account differs in many respects to that of Leon Owen Powell. 

On 1/9/76, Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy, 

Chief, Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division, requested the 

above additional investigation. 

He stated no actual polygraph examinatiow should be 
afforded until this matter further considered by Department; 
however, he desires to know whether Godfrey and Claude Powell 
would submit to polygraphs. (Leon Owen Powell has already 

indicated he will submit to a polygraph.) 

2 
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FEDERAL BuREiu OF INVESTIGATION 

COMM!N 1r1TriS SECTIO 

L LP 

2 1 7-1 r 
i 

(' 
4- • iL 

P A S C 

:Lu i i. 

1_: I 

EL Cu LAU TELETYPE TO ATLPJTA , JA\UARY , 197. 

PAO 0 CHAPLOTTiL, J J4LUAEY 4, 17(, L- O 

...LL, IT Y, ALZ, ACVISEW) ATLACTA 3'FIC THAT DUE IG LAT 
(v\ 

JO 0-- OP. L A P L Y NOVE/3E1T, 1€7, HE AD HIS ' ROTHEE, CLAUDE 

J/4N 0 71976 

TELETYPE 

OWLL. , j:•. • A " SUCT CU" P3:LLLL , 'JH IT  MALE , USRE IS 

Assoc. Dir. 

DCP.-A.D..Adrn 
Dep.-A.D.Jnv, 

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. 
Comp. Syst. 
Ext. Aff •rs9 
Files $* x 

Inspection 
Int&l.. 
Laboratory 
Plan. & Eval. 
Spec. 11w. 
Trinin 

Legal Coun. 
Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec'y 

PETE ' C 

u OELA"i AV` I ALTATA, tiE ORGIA WH APPROACHED DY UAL UT 

'IS 1, ' HriD AY CODFREY, WHITE MALE, AEPROXFIATELY EOETY YZAPS 

ACE, CAD A3EC IF THEY, THE POWELL DEOTHERS, WOULD CL 

jCjrL ACTED I riAK.;G 55 i, T'C. GOCFP.EY WOULD GET THE COCTA. CE 

WL1A ACOICER ISu'IVICUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEr TO 1URDE IARTIC LUTHER 

ii 5, Di. C  :/-.--.3)S ,& 2( ) 4,-._A WHITE HALE CLW ICTO 

CA. AC ACKAC FOE THE FOWELL EROTHERS. RECJQQ (/ 

Hi CITC CALL PUT HIS IECAS OR THE TA -3L'- AND SAID, 

"1 GUECS DU HOW WHY I ' H iEEE". THE WHITE HALE I:TPODUCZ' 

C  LICl 
..L.  l.A_. • 

8 4 JAN 2 1 1976 
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