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RE WASHINGTON ' TEL S&NI JANUARY 9, 13976,

ON JANUARY 9, 1976, Delie WILLIAMS, MANAGER OF THE SCOTTISH

INN MOTEL, MIDLAND 4 TEXAS s ADVISED THAT THE MOTEL RECORD FOR

ROOM: 211, WHERE CLAUDE POWELL JRe 15 RESIDING, REFLECTS NO
OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALLSe INCOMING TELEPHONZ CALLS ARE NOT
RECORDED , WHETHER LOCAL OR LONG ' DISTANCE, AS TO THEIR POINT OF
UnlQl Ne

CLAUDE POWELL JRe RECONTACTED AND ADVISED HE WOULD

SuBMIT TO Ao POLYGRAPH EAAMINATION CONCERNING THeE INFORMATION HE

-

. : ; | A1 | B
PREVIOUSLY SUPPLIEDU UON JANUARY B4 13170 Lﬁ“?&gu Hwﬁlllwu

INSTRUCTIONS BY BUREAU RE POLYGRAPH LAAMINATLION.
ALR. MALL CORX  SENT TO MEWPHIS .
LEWNU e

TKR FBIHQ 2

8 4 JAN 21 1975
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FROM: CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)

~

“MURKIN.

RE CHARLOTTE TELETYPE DATED JANUARY &, 1976.

WEMDELL SUTTON POWELL, FOREMAN, PHARR YARNS, INTERVIEWED
AT HIS HOME, 218 EWING DRIVE, BELMONT, N. C., ADVISED HIS
CORRESPONDENCE WITH HIS BROTHER CLAUDE POWELL, JR., IS VERY
POOR WITH ONLY AN OCCASIONAL TELEPHONE CALL. HE LAST SAW
CLAUDE THREE YEARS AGO WHEN THEIR MOTHER, HEPSIE POWELL, WAS
VERY ILL IN TOCCOA, GEORGIA., WENDELL RELATED HF HAD NOT HEARD
OF ANYONE CONTACTING HIS BROTHERS CLAUDE AND LEON AND OFFERING
THEM MONEY TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER Kxgg,w‘ma ADVISED LF
CLAUDE HAD SEEN $25,088 IN ONE LUMP SuM, ctébnﬁ'wnULﬁxHQVE TOLD
OTHERS ABOUT IT. MHE SAID CLAUDE USED TO DRINK A LOT AND TALK
GLIBLY WHEN IN A DRUNKEN CONDITION UNTIL A DOCTOR TOLD HIM TO
RESTRICT HIS INTAKE OF ALCOHOL FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT.“V'

POWELL SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE CLAUDE AND LEON HAD THE

8 4 JAN2 11976
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PAGE TWO CE 44-1365
CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KING. CLAUDE GOT NICKNAME "SHOTGUN"
SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN A SHOTGUN WAS TAKEN FROM HIM BY A
POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE
INTOXICATED. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR MEMBERS OF HIS
FAMILY LIKED KING., WENDELL SAID KING STIRRED UP TROUBLE
WHEREVER HE WENT AND HE AND MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT
BELIEVE IN TROUBLE. WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO
HIS PEOPLE BY BEING ASSASSINATED WHICH MIGHT NOT HAVE
OCCURRED HAD HE LIVED, WENDELL STATED IN ADDITION TO BEING
INCARCERATED BY THE N. C., PRISON AUTHORITIES, HE HAD
SERVED TIME AS A JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN OF GEORGIA LOCATED
BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA., WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR
MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYTHING AROUT JAMES EARL RAY
OTHER THAN WHAT THEY HAVE READ IN NEWSPAPERS, TO HIS KNOWLEDGE.,
NO MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY ARE KNOWN TO BE PRESENT OR FORMER
MEMBERS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS,
WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR.,
LEON, AND EDWARD, WHO RESIDED IN ATLANTA, GA,, HE BELIEVED,

PLACE NOT KNOWN, AND ONE SISTER, FLOYCE BRYSON (WIFE OF JOHN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE CE 44-1365
BRYSON), FRANKLIN, N, C., AND A MOTHER HEPSIE AND A BROTHER

HUBERT, WHO LIVE SIDE BY SIDE IN TACCOA, GA.

il
/

, TATLANTA WILL, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND
INTERVIEW EDWARD POWELL, ATLANTA, AND HEPSIE AND HUBERT
POWELL , TOCCOA, GA.
CHARLOTTE WILL CONTACT FLOYCE BRYSON, SISTER, FRANKLIN,
N, et
TELETYPE BEING FURNISHED EL PASO FOR INFORMATION SINCE
L PASO CONDUCTING ACTIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER,

END .
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MURKIN,

RE ATLANTA IELS )1 £l. PASO DATED JANUARY 8, 1978,
ALTHOUGH MOTEL PERSONNEL AND RECOR FAILED TO LOCATE

REGISTRATION FOR CLAUDE POWE JR., INVESTIGATION MIDLAND,

8, 1976, DETERMINED SEVERAL CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FROM
GEORGIA RESIDING VARIOUS ROOMS SCOTTISH INN MOTEL, INQUIRY WITH
FORMEN AND MEMBERS OF CONSTR ION CREW UPON THEIR RETURN TO
MOTEL LATE EVENINGJANUARY 8, 197¢ DETERMINED POWELL RESIDING
INCE JANUARY 4 : WITH THREE OTHER CONSTRUCTION WORKERS.
OWELL, JR. INTERVIEWED EVENING JANUARY 8, 1376,
NTERVIEW POWELL DENIED HAVING CONTACT WITH ANY
BROTHER LEON POWELL SINCE

1H\ N

8 4 JAN 211976
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MMEDIATELY VOLUNTEERED

SHORTL'Y

BEFORE THE

KING JR. TO MURDER MARTIN LUTHER KING JR..

BROTHER LEON
ATLANTA.
MUSICIAN
IN THEIR BOOTH AND ENGAGED IN
WHAT THEY

APPROXIMATELY TEN

PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN TO H CAME TO

EDIUM BUILD, APPROXIMA

AND COLD IN MANNER

HE PLACED AN EXPENSIVE LOOKING BLACK

V3R 5 " i

INDIVIDUAL APPEARED TO BE OUT OF PLACE

END PAGI TWO
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EP 44-92¢  PAGE FIVE
POWELL STATED HIS CONTACT WITH THE UNKNOWN PERSON WAS
APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES IN DURATION AND THAT HE WOULD NOT
RECOGNIZE HIM IF HE WAS BOUGHT INTO HIS MOTEL ROOM AT THAT
MOMENT. A FACIAL IDENTIFICATION CATALOG WAS PRESENTED TO
POYELL AND THOROUGHLY EXPLAINED. POWELL OBSERVED ALL ITEMS IN
THE CATALOG AND STATED HE COULD NOT RECALL THE UNKNOWN PERSON'S
FACIAL FEATURES AND WOULD BE UNABLE TO PROVIDE AN ARTIST CONCEPTION,
POWELL 1S DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: WHITE MALE, 6'2", 178 LBS.,
D03 POB STEPHENS COUNTY, GEORGIA: MOTHER, HEPSIE
POWELL, ROUTE 3, TOCCA, GEORGIA; FATHER DECEASED; SISTER, FLOIS  FII
BRYSON, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, FRANKLIY, NORTH CAROLINA; BROTHERS,
LEON POWELL, ATLANTA, GEORGIA; HUBERT POWELL, POUTE 3, TOCCA,
GEORGIA; WENDALL POWELL, SELMONT, NORTH CAROLINA, ADDRESS
UNKNOWN; EDWARD POWELL, SHANDON, GEORGIA; WIFE, JACKIE POVELL,
4163 CANBY LANE, DECATER, GEORGIA, NO TELEPHONE.
EDUCATION FINISHED FOURTH GRADE. EMPLOYMENT - SELFEMPLOYED.
OCCUPATION - DRY WALL CARPENTER.

/“tL PASO AT MIDLAND, TEXAS: WILL SUBMIT FD-342.

END
AJN FBIHO CLR TU
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P i ; Assoc. Dir, _
. Dep.-A.D.-Adm,
¢ VESTIGAT! Dep.-A.D.-It
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . piimagy nv,
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION Fren

Comp. Syst

WR@12 AT PLAIN

9:%6 PM URGEN} 1-12-76 HLF Inspeciion
| ; % 1 Intell.
DIRECTOR (44-38861) 7 sl \o” | Laboratory ___
y / v : Plan. & Eval, __
MEMPHT & \} & idh b Spec. Inv. . _
EMFHLC : 7 Training
p y Legal Con

ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) AN | Telephor

B0 ’ \ { Director 8

TMURKINL T I

BUREAU TEL JANUARY 9, 1976,
ATTEMPTS TO RECONTACT LEON POWELL REGARDING IDENTIFICATION

ARTIST'S CONCEPTION ON TODAY'S DATE NEGATIVE

INTERVIEW WITH RAY GODFREY ARRANGED WITH GODFREY'S EMPLOYER
MORNI NG OF JANUARY 13, 1976.
ATLANTA., WILL INTERVIEW RAY GODFREY. LOCATE AND SHOW
s CONCEPTION TO LEON POWELL.

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE:  CONSIDERED

9

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.

AYEC100/

PLS EACK FOR  FIVE A

NR @22 NEEDS A TAPE COULD YOU
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1 . s 3
W61 Rav. 2-20-74)

; Transmit in . TELECOPIET

(Type in plaintext or code) (Precedence)

TO: SAC; ATLANTA (44+-2386)
~ FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44+-38861)
MURKIN

Re ur Telecopier Transmission dated 1-8-76

l. ITEMS ENCLOSED PREPARED BY EXHIBITS SECTION, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION:

One Artist's conception drawing

2. ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
A. Have witness(es) view item(s) for evaluation.

(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

z
e
O
o
!
=
E~
I,
=
-
~
=
)
5
-2
<
&

B. If modification is necessary, submit additional information and any pertinent com-
ments of witness(es) to Exhibits Section, Administrative Division.

When likeness is approved by witness(es) any extra copies needed should be made or
obtained locally. If local copying facilities are not available additional copies may be
requested from Exhibits Section.

As the case progresses, advise Exhibits Section re use and effectiveness of item(s)
as investigative aid(s). Upon apprehension of subject(s), submit arrest photographs(s).

Three photocopies of drawing are being forwarded to your
office by routing slip.
NOTE: WITNESS SHOULD FIRST SEE AND APPROVE DRAWING BEFORE
o SENDING PHOTOCOPIES TO OTHER OFFICES.
=\ Lo

(Do not type below this line.)

epgral Investigative Division (Mr, Helterhoff)(Enc)(Sent Direct)
NOT RECCORDED
15 JAN 13 1976

84 AN 1 HagAPOM T ] TELETYPE UNIT [
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1=4'{Rev, 5.9-72) -

ERAL BLREAU OF INVESTIGATI N
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION *
WASHING'I’ON D.C. . 20537

V.. AR Ay Oneﬁﬂssigned;"‘ (

' "The follow:ng Fﬂl recotd. NUMBER - e ¥ Dy is furmshed FOR OFFICIAI. USE ONLY.-
_Information shown on this ldentiﬁcahon Record wpresems data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. .
 WHERE DISPOSITION 1S NOT SHOWN OR' FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DIS?OSI'I'!ON IS
. DESIRED,. COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING "THOSE - FlNGERPR!NTS.

5

CONTRIBUTOR OF
- FINGERPRINTS

p?,_!_‘ofes.t ‘Park:

" ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED. -

' side ‘of road::
|suspdcion ‘poss
'_dapgerousrdrugs,

T Since rieither fi ngerprmts nir an. -
"g dentifying number which is. mdex
i cur fites aceempsiied your reqy
) .Fﬁlc ot -glarantee .In any. manne
% that this. material concems ‘the;

mdlvrduaf in whom you»are lnterestd
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: &smm BUREAR. nrgumamo : _1 14,,75 807
: m-u'nnciﬂou mv:smn
_ WASHINGTON, 20531
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mished ﬂoa OFFICIAL D

Coo perhi 11 TN :

. Occupation: - Construction
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r.¥iles Beeemp; ied
and yourrequ
g}ltc.. ot guarantee |y any. mar?n:rs':'-
at' thij material toncerns -the. . -

" individiat in  whom, you areinterected

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-70 (Rev. 3-28-72) ‘ K
OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 3010-106

_\Q . % MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General DATE: 1/16/76

Civil Rights Division
FROM : Director, FBI | _ ‘ ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

SUBJECT: AgungSTNATION OF MW
: N, n.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER K

(your file

Reference is made to ——?Y— memorandum dated 1/34 Ty

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Specml Agent
dated at

A.. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further actidn concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. fcx The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

- C. 3 The investigation requésted by you has now been completed; Unlégég
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further iﬂvestigation.

) F. [] This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments. .
&

- G. ] This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. y/gm /
. —

H. [ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. NOT RECORDED

5 JAN 19 1876

Enc.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NOTE: Reference is made to conversations between Departmental
Attorney Robert A. Murphy and SA H. N. Helterhoff

re the status of this investigation. Enclosed are copies

of Atlanta teletypes, both dated 1/15/76, and a copy of a

Charlotte teletype dated 1/14/76. Also enclosed is an FBI

Identification Record for Arnold Ray Godfrey.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-70 (Rev. 3-28-72)

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 p 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION ' h
@, , O%A GEN. REG. NO. 27 ~

UNITED ST.TES GOVERNMENT

- Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General : DATE: 1 /12 /76
Civil Rights Division '

FROM : Director, FBI A TON: MR, R-OBBRT e BY

- Reference ismadeto — memorandum dated
(your file ).

Sk There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
.. dated : at

s A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
“ a full invéstigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

" B. [l The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of -
reports as they are received. :

C. [ The mvestlgatlon requested by you has now been completed Unless ,
advised to the contrary no further mqumes will be made by this Bureau.

' D. ] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

: E [)'Please advise whether you desire any further mvestlgatxon

F. [J This is submitted for your: mformat;on and you will be adv1sed of furt
developments. : , 5

, -G [] This is submitted for your mformat‘lon and no further 1nvestgatlo wqﬁoh‘D':'D
be conducted unless spemﬁcally requested by the Department. N 19 1976

“«H. [] This covers the receipt of a complamt and no further action will b&~—m —
taken by ‘this Buteau unless the Department so du'ects '

Enc. - 4 ' SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.
éjcb%

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NOTE: Enclosed is a copy of a teletype dated 1/8/76
from our Atlanta Office; 2 teletypes dated 1/9/76
from E1l Paso; and 1 teletype dated 1/9/76 from Charlotte,

Reference is made to conversations between
Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy, and SA H. N.
Helterhoff re the status of this investigation. On 1/9/76,
Mr. Murphy stated that Ray Godfrey sbhould be interviewed and
a determination should also be made as to whether he will
submit to a polygraph examination. Mr. Murphy also sfated
that Claude Powell should be recontacted to determine if he will
submit to a polygraph, and a determination should also be made
as to whether any records of incoming and outgoing telephone
calls are maintained at the Scottish Inn Motel, Midland, Texas.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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REMEMBER THIS INDIVIDUAL. GODKEREY STATED THE ONLY OTHER IN-
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1-4 (Rov. 5-3‘-72): . '1-8=76 420 VYS
ufsn STATES DEPARTMENT OF I JcE - o

AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

WASHINGTON, DC._ 20537

IO

-

] The following FBI record, NUMBER 212 946 A , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

" Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors.

. WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

* CONTRIBUTOR OF - - ' .-} ARRESTED OR :
FINGERPRINTS _ NAME AND NUMBER ~ - RECEIVED CHARGE |

'packlenbufngor' ‘ClaudeXPowell |5-10-49 | armed rob - = |5-10 yrs
Police: e % COING T e T e e |SPen :
C arlotte NC* -.sz SN i L R T

of 1 . Claude Powell |5-24-49 | cOEL 2 | B=10 yrst
Pr piv. : Jr oo 1o el v LT |4=23=52 par
Raleigh NC .~ | 49663 . = ‘| . = | o % I3.98.54 disch
SN RSN By g TLRSENRLRE L o s per exp
oo fPDe o, s Claude Powell ' | 6-28-63 | under sent | |8125 & 8 mos
. |Atlanta GA_ - | Jr 231799. - | ... | (allowing intox| . .
A ¥ e a!'!r Loedpe s W na i p L0 7| person. o dr -
AR vy i g e L e | (2 cts) o

g PDj L e ) Claude waell 8525-73k l-ind eXp i 11-$25 or 13 |0
Atlanta GA =~ | Jr 2 Col Eur ol 2-drk - das; 2-$25 -
1_ S D :231799 ;f},i. B [ o e 13 das

ilsot 0 |Claude Powell Jr.7-26-75 |DUI ‘refused test
Ft Vélley GA 21-110-75 SN b - |driv w/.cvoked |
i ‘|sipo2e76ss .l fue oo

84 jAN21 1976 n

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' | R 1-8-76 420 VYS
UNIT STATES DEPARTMENT OF “STICE : :
S ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATN® o
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

e - IDENTIFICATION DIVIs|oN

The following FBI record, NUMBER 220/ 012/ g’ . +isfumished FOR OFFICIAL USE. ONLY,

e e = orseosiion

" Provost Marshal | Leol\Powell . |8/26/55 |Art. 86

© .. Ft. Benning Ga. |#BOATX . .o Lol " .

, PD Atlanta Ga. |Leon O.Wpowell |6/28/62 |wife beating  |withdrawn .
, L S| #e1lk22 P Lt o | 1-6=62

PD Atlahi:a’} . |Leon owen)Powell _6-294_62, AMC (abndnt of | withdrawn - -
i e #211422 "N\ - '|. /| sminor child) - |7-6-62

)

i“De Kalb Co PD . | Leon Owen .- _g.-16-75 abandoment of -

.. Decatur GA = | Powell: . . .7 children 3808

Bl ] 34082 T e e L
_'SID 258457

N
b

TR Information. shown on this Tdentification Rmxd represents data furnished FBI by ﬁnge{%x’:nf
U con&nbutors Where final disposition is not shown or- further explnnution of charge is desired, com~
.municate with agency contxibuhng those fingexpnnts SRS :
Notations indicated by * dré NOT based on fingerprints in FBI ﬁles but are listed only as investi
gative leadg @& being possibly idonhcul with:subject of this Y00Ord. <l ys, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1961 O-615915
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"’ — —
S | e
Y N v Dep-AD -Adm.__

. -A D-Inv. _—
NP M%%, AT PLAIN / TEDLRAL BN LE Ihvrabiua b Alﬁf tars
SOMMLRICANILSS SECTION Admin.

Y 12120 AM URGENT. 1-15-76 HLF Comp St _ —
1 ' P ST Ext. Affaj
: DIREETOR, F3I JRLL S e Filee & fomq”

~"“ Gen. In

Ident. ... = '

SAC, MEMPHIS TELE mndf Inspection ————
Intell.

. Laboratory —ee—

SAC, EL PASO Plan. & Eval —

Spec. 1INV, e
FROM ¢ SAC, ATLANTA (44-263%) (P) Training —eee—

s Telephons —".
MURKIN Rorvlomt

RE AT TEL TO BU, JA

“ 0N INSTANT DATE, DIANMABRADY, VHITE FEMALE, )

r POR ATLANTA, GA., CNRRENT OWNER OF THE OFF'ICI‘_ LOLNPE,
INTERVIEWED AMD ADVISED SHE IS QUITE CFRTAIN THAT IN 1947 PII
SHE WAS EMPLOYED AS A CARHOP AND BARTENDFR AT PETE'S PLACE

ON MORELAND AVE, SHE IS FAMILIAP WITH RAY GODFREY AND AFTER

VIEWINC PHOTO OF CLAUDF AND LEON POWELL, WAS FAMILIAR WITH /
BOTH OF THEM, SHE STATER SHE NEVER HEARD ANYQNE TALVING

PROUT ANY MURDER OF ANY TYPE AT PETE'S PLACE. SF.E WAS UNABLE
TO IDENTIFY ANYONE RPESEMBLING ARTIST'S CONCFPTION OF RALPH |
(LNU). SHE CAN ONLY DESCRIBE ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO CAME INTO
PETE'S PLACE WHO WAS WELL-DRESSED AND WALXSD WITH A LIMP,

SHE XNEW THE INDIVIDUAL AS "DUKE", "DUW‘" A lv'HITF M
APPROXIMATELY €°, 180 LBS., CARK HAIR, hALKF‘) ‘x‘ITH A LI"‘P

DROVE A LARGE DARK CAR WITH A GWINNETT COUNTY TAG. "DUKE"
5 JAN 19 |976

——— e — ve—

END PAGE ONE
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P

Al PLALN j Plan. & Eval __ |

|
|
|
{
{

Al URGeNL l=o-72 LMWM | |
| Telephone Rm. __
ULREC LUR (44=-50001}) tet Director Sec’y ___

LLTARU

':(‘ Fi2 4
FRUM ALLANILA (44=-20060) (P) 'lﬂzﬁ/j»~
; T : {! y / &% n~
MURKLN o R g

REEL PASO TELETYPE IO BUREAU , JANURRY (4 1316,

ON JANUARY 74 1976, LEON PUWELL RECUNTACIEZD AND ADVISED
oprulnitky CLAUVE FUWaLL ey Lo 1U LlRE DEDSL UP lo ANUWLLEUGL
CyURRENLILY STAYLING Al SCULILILDH LINN, MIULANU, leAAS, ROUM WUD LR
Z21We POWELL 1S CURRENTILY EMPLOYED AT MIDLAND BY UNKNOWN HONME
pUlLbere POWeLL DOES bUTH CARPENTRY AND DRYWALL CONSTRUCLILION.
FOWRLL LR BT ANTA » (GEORG LA WEEK Oy DECENBER GO g 191D

el PASO ALl MIDLAND, 1BRAAD.  WILL AlleMPl 10 LOCATE AND
ANViERViEW CLAUVE PUWELL gy JRRe
LiVNY

LDL roliy

8 4 JAN21 1975
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®

PLAINTEXT TELETYPE
TO ATLANTA (44-2386)
EL PASO (44-920)
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-3886])
'(ﬁquhI:\ 1 - Mr. Helterhoff
REEPTEL JANUARY 9, 1976.
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION REQUESTS FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL
INVESTIGATION:
ATLANTA, INTERVIEW RAY GODFREY. ADVISE HIM OF HIS
RIGHTS AND DETERMINE IF HE WILL SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH

EXAMINATION.

EL. PASO, RECONTACT CLAUDE POWELL AND DETERMINE IF HE WILL

SUBMIT TO POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. ALSO ASCERTAIN IF SCOTTIS&I

INN MOTEL MAINTAINS ANY RECORDS RECORDING INCOMING AND

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALLS FOR CLAUDE POWELL, PARTICULARLY TO

DETERMINE IF HE HAS BEEN IN TELEPHONIC CONTACT TH LEON

OWEN POWELL.
DO NOT CONDUCT ANY POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION UNTIL FURTHER

APPROVAL FROM FBIHQ. SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

Assoc.Di ] - MEMPHIS (44-1987)

Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. __
Asst. Dir.: END

Admingviiats o0

Dra
F"T[‘ 7
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs
.
Files & Com. __ HNH-bap (4)
Gen. Inv. S i
Ident. }"'
Inspection ______
Intell. _
Laboratory
Plan. & Eval.
Spec. Inv.
Training
Legal Coun.
Telephone Rm. __

Beq Sjct& N_Z QA{BWOM fi i) TELETYPE UNIT 'j IR GPO : 1975 O.- 5692920
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PAGE TWO (44-38861)

NOTE: This case pertains to the shooting death of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68.

Pursuant to a Departmental request, we have
instituted investigation to resolve an allegation by Leon
Owen Powell that he and his brother, Claude Powell, were
offered payment in 1967 to murder Dr. King. Leon Owen
Powell claimed Ray Godfrey initially approached him re this
payment. Claude Powell has also been interviewed and also
states offered to kill Dr. King made; however, Claude Powell's
account differs in many respects to that of Leon Owen Powell.

On 1/9/76, Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy,
Chief, Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division, requested the
above additional investigation.

He stated no actual polygraph examinations should be
afforded until this matter further considered by Department;
however, he desires to know whether Godfrey and Claude Powell
would submit to polygraphs. (Leon Owen Powell has already
indicated he will submit to a polygraph.)
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