
wuS T, 3 (44-2 ) 

dIK bLLV ONLY A; FALFr{. . THL OPL aLw THE IEFCA_ A"E. 

JISPLYEE 'fltT HE SAID AS 05, EO AS DAIS, " IF YOU DECIDE TO 

TciS 1 HE JOE, THERE IS $57,5Vr MORE WHEN IT'S OPLETD." CLAN 

;OHELL TCL RALPH THAT HE AND HIS BFOTHEP SEEDED TINE TO THIND 

U , HIC- TIME RALPH STATED, " IF YOUR NIO IE':CT HALE' 

np OH i CA 'T JO JUJINSS WITH YOU." NOTHING ELSE HAS SAID . 

LH CLOSaw fin :flIEFCASS AND LEFT. POHELL ADVISES THAT nALPH 

EAC'UALLY DTADJ THAT THE HONEY KING OFFEILD TO HIN 

IS HILL NA II:. LUTHER HIHO. LEO.' POHELL ADVISED HIS ! POTHER 

E AOW LI\JL,L: AT 'IHE SCOTTISH IHE IN MIDLAND , TEXAS • POEELL 

T- AT OF. HIS 3RGTHES' ,,'ERE. INVOLVED IN THE KILL IN2 OF 

AST 1., LUTES. 5155, JR. AFTER SEEING THE ASSASIHAT ION 

3 LN1E5 A..,Y I N TELEVISION, HE DEC IDES TO CONE FOEDARD AN! FUEPISli 

JE I:S'ORHAI ION. PCUELL STATES THE REASON HE INEL lEVEE HE AND 

IE KOTHEE 'HERS C:O,LTACTSL IS CECAUSE HIS EPOTHEFT, CLAUDE 

LLVEF IV YAHS FOR ILLNEE FO:BEPY AND AT THAT TINE IN 19 67, 

HID OFHJTSISF. HAS A REPUTATION DOE KING AN EXPERT WITH  SHDfGUN 

LL ATAToD HIS DEOTHER, AT THAT TIME , CONSTANTLY CARRIED 

07UFI SHOTGUN. LEON PONELLY ALLEGED THAT PETS DAVIS, WALF 

HE SANE POT ICE; RALPH (LNU) CONS INTO THE SAP AND WO ULD IL', 

PALE TOO . 
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3L.L T }LI:Y fKAT CA T OF THk jTO :Y. FUPT 1C : P 71)" _LL 

10LI HiD' WIFE , 01 IL LOID' CGPOS OF THE 7EETIN WITH rLPH. 

On JA uP.H Y 7, 1D75, ATLANTA CITY DIRECTORY, HAIES CITY 

;TORY (; D LnEAT Lh ATLA TA SOUTHER SELL TELEPH1)S ' IREO7OPY 

iO.. YLHASEJ 1967, 190, WERE flEVIED WITH NECAT IVE RESULTS 

.1I.5 A;Y LSTATLISEMENT ON MCRELA ND AVE UE NAMED PETE ' S 

OR &Y SIMILAR  ' NAIlS. SHIRLEY LANE , SAPTE. NEED, ER IFT NON 

LUNCE , 1575 .HOIELARL AVENUE, ATLANTA, GEORC I, UDVICED APPRUXI-

'iAf:LY SEVE 0: EIGHT YEARS AGO, AN INS IV1EUAL NAMES PETE S AVIS 

H , i P501 , OWN PNHE OPERATE A EAR H THE NEXT SLOCK OF NONILAH, 

SHE HAD HEARD THAT PETE DAVIS HAS SINCE PASSED PWAY. 

LAN ADVISED PETS ' N WIFE , ;3ROTHY DAVIS, SOULS PF:1)DASLY ES 

,'J ; f5fE. AT TELEPHONE NU1ERR 957-2656 • DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED 

HER NOTHR.,T. LID OWN ARD OPSDcTE EAR ON XORELASD AVENUE, AND, UT 

H. 'I LNNL, WAS KNOEN PS PETE' S PLACE • HUSEARD DIED NAY, 1975. 

iS U N'NIL lAS WITH THE NAMES PALPE (LNU) , LEON AND EL ADDS 

ND..LL. SHE 1.2 E'L'iDN:ps p:r HUSISAD TALKING SEOUT RAY NODFSEY, 

L. 

PACE 

HAS Q I'NA NOV HE COULD BE LOCATED. 
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0  All TL:?T TO LOCAT , NI. LOIT YtP3T. • T 41 . 

oo oto, D Ur) iL JA.UAY 7, 1976, ? DVE. 

Li IV. 

7, 1976, 1 • L • . PE GTOi, IRLCTO: O' 

:)L ITY OF PTLTP , ADVID HE H.S PEVIEWEL' CITY 

CL ,LC3r Lh) AD COULD PILJ:"I'D 6COPD CE' SAY SOEFREY 

SO2SY EcPLOYEDOP HAVIC EvER STE DPLCYED AT 

JITY DR ATLATr. C • L. ENEED , SECRETARY, 1USICIANJ 

UILATA, ULiVISED HE REVIE'k]ED UN IO ' RECORDS 

OJL 5 • O REFERE.CL TO PY CQCRFEY. flCOPDS OF ATLANT 

cc iv: so's:y. 

,EOOJ OF ATLATE PD FEVEALEL CLAUDE POLELL, J. Hu ..EE 

.iJTL; ON AY 1, 1049 Y r. TEL 'GEOSPY DY :ECKLENEIJPC 

JOUI { r0  ICE, CHPPLOTTE, NOETH CAHOL INA , AND SEN TE E CDD TO 

- L 

VS JTWE FiVE U. TEl YEARS IN STATE PELi; ARRESTED JJNE 

, is ALL 0'-: INC INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, DY ATLANTA 

Ni NCLJ TO EICHT NONTHS I - ATLANTA CITYY FAFH-; 

PUN'JJI 5 , 197J FOR INSECT. NT EXPOSUTE AND DRUNK 'Y 

AiL - TA A:S : T!CED TO THIRTEH NAYS OP 025. 1EOKLL 
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r (\ G 1::. r 1 VL c '- 4 - 2 3 'S <S) \ ,, 

cou:~TY f:.:, ARSE'.ST !!UMBER IS 4822. !JESCR lPT ION OF CLAU!YC:~OWi.:LL, 

~ rs wH n;::: :'1ALc., oori:::: OF 3 IRTH I I s1x Ft:ET rwo .. 
It~CH:.::s, 0!t:E HUNDRED SEVEiHY-ONE POUNDS, F5I NU~~:'.R 212 94€ A. 

RECORDS OF THE ATLA~nA Pb REVEALED LE'ON POWELL ARRESTED 

.~UGUSI 26, 1955 BY PROVOST M~RSHAL, F'O~I B,EJN ING, GEORGIA, 

C:-l.AhG::'.D wn:-i ARTICLE: S6., ~JO DISPOSITIOr~ AVAILABLE. ARRESTED 

JUi,,lE 28, 1962 FOR WIF'E B~A_T 1iJG ANJ_ A A9A AINDqf't_ME~,~ T CHAP.Gf, \HT HDq4~_1M 
tLh--1 · L R-tJ /: w t>u;.. 

JULY c, 1962. LEO~, OWEN ~OWELL DESCRIBED P..S \ ITE MALE, ['AT£ OF 

~-----;;;;;;;;;; ............. -==...iiiiiiiiiiiiiii,;;;;;;;;;;iiiiiiiiiil, FBI N UM3 EJ; 2 20 0 • _ ~-

SRE t:D A POWELL, DAUGHTER- lN-_LAW OF LEO~ POWELL' ADV lSEC urn i-J PII 

P0\11:?:LL WO~i<I~rn AT UNK('JO.WN LOCP,T ION !Ill' ROCKDALE comJTY A~!C WOULD 

CIVIL RIG!-US ))!VISION <CYC), US D£PARTMENT OF' JUSTICiI., 

R2:QUES!f:S THE. FOLLOWDIG !MME:DIATE INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE fLLE­

GAIIO~ MA8E BY L~ON OWEN POWELL: 

t::L PP.SO AT f1IDLA'.'W. WILL IN,Tt:RVIEW CLAUi)E POWELL AT 

JCOTT ISH nm FOR MlY HiF'OP:-i1AT ION HE HAS R5: LEO::-J O\iJSN PO¼ELL ''.: 

ALL~GAT!ON~ OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH CLNU> FRQ~ 

E:'JD PAGE FIVE. 
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DLAU PG:LLL. 11\ LY TH OUGH FACIAL ID T IFIAT IO Ct,TALOC 

S ET OF:T- I.. FI XVII'CO, PARK I, PGE DI. I::1)IATLY 

ULTS DIR':OTLY TO TXHI3ITS SECT IO, FSIHC, T 

r'ThICLLY .. IDCU..D AY OLS1D RD ART 1ST ' S COHOEPT I0i 0 ITiCTLY 

DiR :xRI.:IT3 ECT 10:. 

UHPD:LCIfL AT OHAPLOTTD. TRFRIND ALL PLACES : H(EPE 

P0vLL POL'DLY I. AREDRATED TO ET IRE IF LVDR 

RIfH JArS EARL PAY. 

ATLPRTA I TL TA. OTPIN ARTiST ' 3 OCRCPT ICR OF RALFH 

(L. ) .R3R LTD 1 OJ P0?LL. CORT IN, UT DFFCT0 TO LOCATS R.Y 

H 

L. 

V A 11 RIL LOIS CO 1`0 

C LL 0 RFIC.D R ftLS PRY AD ITICRAL ORV 10 17 AR LOG ICAL 

RJ-I C J!i.VIL. • IF AY .1uES1 IC 

aV iRS P.i,: DIT IO:JR. LEA:.., FRi PTLY CORTACTFTIHC. 

IL)1'1LLY CO"! THIS IDVEST 101 IOR AND SUTEL URRR' V  

AlLY AT 13 UT IL IRVEDI IGAT ION IS CORPLETED. PA:1DLT ; RY 

LA3L OUT OF YOUK DIVISION 3  TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT TO 

Oi ID 57, VOL U1E II, MA:. RAL OF INSTRUCT 10 15. 'LSO FUR 

LL I : fORMATIO TO RLR°HIS, OFFICE OF ORIGIN AND ATLANTA. 

.OPY RAILED' 1:7 C7 

  + & TN&- E. 

ITTt 
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l-t : LL FM 

0 

Al 

flDtJM. BtjR(AU OF HvES1GTIOt1 

COMMUN.ICATIOr1C 3ECTICfl 

JAN 0 8 (- 

TELETYPE 
7, 17u h1U 

UiLiLC (44-ioo1) 

MI i1- (44-uoL) 

('44 - .w) ( k) /// U-/// 

- M1JM ILL 1  U41 , LL 

U if iu J i 1 , I 7 c. 

I 

vi I:.,j t- L  -tMi.. Li! 44U 

Assoc. Dir.   
Dep.-A.D.-Adm 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.  

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin.  - 

Conip. Syst. 
Ext. Affairs 
Files & 
Gen. In 
Ident..' 
IflSpeCti)fl 
Inteil. 
Laboratory 
Plan. & Eval. — 
Spec. mv.   
Training 

Legal Coun. 
Telephone Ran. 

Directer Sc'y 

V%.O7LL 

U ILL .1 b, , UL'ii IUr .L'Jt Lil.L i.WL , 

AU InUriLiUUhf t.Hr Ch Lik t'kL)1.. 4UL UU-i) L)t U1iLi.i I, 1Si 

jLi lu UU4W LLJ.k ULhUU. cLL jq 

• . If ii..J. U Li UL. L.iiJL,c IIAZL Lii l..z\HD , 

U.0 i1 ii) LMeL) A iU ij.i -j) i --tUea. 

i Lii ii) e.l L. ii 1  I iW cuw.LL Jr. 

MLLMLj, i: ILL i L U UL'dM.i LLLik 

ru U11  UI- .Ujp.l. L jtu1Hiju uJ LA- tjwu Ki(4. vi UU tunLL 

J. Au /ur i It' iIHJ. Ljljtt h.. (,uiJi.d z.itL ULT 
— 

I C.LLaii. i hi. LLLhI Uk' LA- M UL) . UWL.L.L , Ti 

U I .k JIL. L  f-14- Li 1. .iL) Iu. 13 

r...L IJA)U i : wILL LiW Lu! iiu, 

. ir u.LL .LU .'l I 1L i-ti ii Ii' LI ijuL..L • uij. I' hi 

1i t1iULML) -ui- -u- rti-vL. ivii iie. ow,AJL ,••,A iLi ui'liri 

.u. Lt.t_) .1.,! (.,t- . Lv JILL cA)ttU U I i UA eti u U P U - UHf( 

.L i-u wiLL UUliL rt...UULJU. 

U 

84 JAN 211976 
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OF INVESTIGATION - 

cO;MJCAT!O CI1ON 

- r 
R 

NR001 AT PLAIN 

10:53 AM URGENT 1-5-75 LMM 

\ TO: DIRECTOR ( 44-38861) 

FROM: ATLANTA ( 44-238(S) ( P) 

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, 

/If7l 

f& 

CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH. 

NURKD 

RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 5, 1976. 

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWET1' WELL, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED 

ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THE SUBJECT MATTER. 

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT 

Assoc. Dir. ______ 

• 

Inv. 

Plan. & Evj - - 

Spec. Inv. 
Training 

Legal Coun. 

Telephone Im.. 
Director Seely 

DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING 

THE LATER AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDEPO WELL , JR., 

AKA " SHOTGU / WELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN 

PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 
Y 

WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND -GOREY 7 

MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO 

HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY A ,tLESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYE OF 
.LOQ RrC5 i - •' - 

THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE 

INTERESTED IN MAKING $ 50,000. DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS cO:N_ 

VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD—PUT 

END PAGE ONE. 

10 

8 4 JAN 2 11976' 
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RECDy RIGHTS 
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RE CIE VO 

8 21 M'Th 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

iECEVEO 

JAN S ii tt1'7 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

*4' 
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PAGE TWO ( 44-2386) 

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 

THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED 

WITH GODREY. 

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE 

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE 

UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-

PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH ( LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY-

SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED, 

LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS " LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS 

IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL 

BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU 

KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT 

WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING WHAT 

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, " IF 

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 

MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". " SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH 

THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH 

TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, " IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I 

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH 

END PAGE TWO. 
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PAGE THREE ( 44-2386) 

CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER 

ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH ( LNU) CAME OR 

LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE. 

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GODcEY IN APPROXIMATELY 

SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GODEY' S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER 

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER'S MEETING WITH RALPH 

(LNU) ARE HIS FORMER WIFE, ANNIE LOIOMPOS, WHITE FEMALE OF 

ATLANTA AND PETSVIS, WHITE MALE, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND 

HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH ( LNU). 

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS 

AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER. 

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH ( LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS 

BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH ( LNU) AND 

THEMSELVES. 

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED 

ABOVE, " SCARED US". HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS 

END PAGE THREE. 
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PAGE FOUR ( 44-2386) 

MATTER. 

HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER 

BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH 

DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS 

INFORMATION TO THE FBI. 

POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER 
ft 

WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, " SHOTGUN" POWELL 

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS 

BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN. 

POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

SHOTGUN BECAUSE, " HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX". 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE 

IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS 

DESIRED AT THIS TIME. 

END. 

RSP FBIHQ 
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PLAINTEXT 

TO SACS ATLANTA ( 44-2386) 

EL PASO ( 44-920) 

SAN ANTONIO 

TELETYPE 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI ( 44-38861) 

MURKIN, 

REBUTELCALLS JANUARY 14, 1976. 

URGENT 

1/15/76 

1 — Mr. Peelman 
1 - Mr. Helter-hoff 
1 — Mr. Cochran 

(Attn: Mr. Balog) 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CR0), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, HAS REQUESTED THAT POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BE 

AFFORDED TO LEON OWEN POWELL, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., AND 

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. 

ATLANTA, HAVE SA JOHN B. REYNOLDS, BUREAU-APPROVED 

POLYGRAPH EXAMINER, AFFORD POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS TO 

LEON OWEN POWELL AND ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. OBTAIN 

NECESSARY WAIVERS. 

EL PASO, COORDINATE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE 

POWELL, JR. SA LOREN K. LEE, BUREAU-APPROVED POLYGRAPH 

EXAMINER, SAN ANTONIO DIVISION, IS INSTRUCTED TO AFFORD 

THIS POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. EL PASO CONTACT CLAUDE 

is.- MEMPHIS ( 44-2987) 

Assoc. Dir. - - --

Dep. AD Adrn. - 

Dep. AD Ion. 

Aso. Dir.: 

Adrnin. 

comp. Syot. 

E0t. Affair, 

File, & Con,. 

Den. Inv   

dent.   

Inspection 

Intel1.   

Laboratory   

Plan. & Evol. - 

Spec. 1ev.   

Training   

Legal Coon. 

iokoe4JAN Z11i9L 

DAL Ei.b 

MMUCA1LtECT0I 

JA id 

TELETYPE 

TELETYPE UNIT  

ST. 1 

R(C.51 
SEE NOTE PAGE 3... 

JAN  20 1976 
.rva4'% 

GPO ç54.c4.G 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAN/5 7 18 r1m 176 

RECEIVED 
TELETYPE UNIT 

- 

0 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4 ot 0 

PAGE TWO ( 44 - 38861) 

POWELL, JR., AS TO AVAILABILITY AND CONTACT SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 

DIRECT RE ARRANGING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THIS POLYGRAPH 

EXAMINATION. OBTAIN NECESSARY WAIVERS. 

HANDLE PROMPTLY AND SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS. 

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS. 

END 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE ( 44-38861) 

NOTE: See Peelman to Gallagher memorandum, same date, 
same caption. All offices telephonically advised 

1/14/76 of this request for polygraph examinations. SAC 
Colwell, San Antonio, advised SA Lee is available. 
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UNITED SJ',ATES GOVERNMENT 
~\' ,j ' 

Memorandum 
TO DATE: 

ATTN: /ft. Kol&jtr A. /l'ffllt,-11'1 

111,,,, 
FROM : Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: 

Reference is made to -~m:IMiv,__ __ memorandum dated ___ .:-1l1-i,r--•11t-'l,_,_,,-,,..·,.,,....·, __ _ 

(your file -----'------ >~ 
' There is e.nclosed one copy of .the report. of Special' Agent _...,..... ______ _ 

dated ,. at---------,---,-------------

11 , A. D This covers the preliminary investigation and no further :action concerning 
a.full investigat~on will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs . 

. • .. • H .. . .. ..• ·. . . 
' .... ,'."/ .·. 'B. [iitTh,e investigation is continuing and yo~ will be furnished copies of 

reports as they ate received. . , · · · . 

_ C, □ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contr.ary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

;; ' ··::-:t' ·, ' ' ' ' ' ', 
, . J)O?O Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department,. no investigation will · 

be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department . 

.. · E. D Ple~se advise whether you desire any further investigati~n. 

F·. D This.,is. submitted for yo~r i:formati.on and you will be aci;\sed of further 
developments. ·· 

q. D This is submitted for your information and n~ further investigation will 
be conducted unless speciftcally requested by the Department. :,/'/ ✓JJl~t:, )_... , 

:: .. · H. p This covers· the rec~ipt of a comp~aint .and no further ac~llf&RDE:O, ... : 
.· taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. . ·, . · · 
. . . :5 · JAN 26 1976 

Enc. 
I -
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NO"·' Btloloaed is a 1-1•~ datacl 1/13/76 fr'OII 011r JJ.tlanta. 
. Office~. Alao. enc~oaed 1• all PBl I4ent.lf1ea'tian ltacord 
:for :r..aon _OwtPI PQnli ana -c1aud.e· P-QWe;U.,, Jr .. 

. ' 

_. . Rilfarence t•. •de to 4Gftveraat.t.ona between . 
· ne~_nta'1- A~~i-ney R.obert_.A. NU:XJIIY .ant! _SA u. w. ~urhoff 
:n the •~atus- of- ,till• liweeU,.,ti.QrJ. · On. 1/1:3/76, Mr.. ~Y . 
1:equ••ted. ~t PBI :tden~ifi~ aecord.a-be ol';tainea (or 
~on Owen P0"1el.'1-, Cl•u.4- ~1.,aad.. 1tar Godfrey. 'fne FU . ' ' 
Identlf'iaat·ion tteco.rda fo~ tli•· :1owl1• •Ill' en~sed and. . we· •" 
1n the p:r!oce•• . of·; 1c,btainia9 n n1 Xdat.l.T1eatlan. J.:teoorc? €er 

_ ,B.1lY ~fray wh.o·-1Sh_ been lu11Y 1-,entiried •• &mole! Ray ': ,· PII 
Godfrey, 4ate- of' bi,»tb I ~. • I ~ Mr. Merph_y· 

.. .-...~_- .that JOlY_fr'_ •_Ph ~•dnatlensb.e _af~o_-~dad: to tb.• Powe11• PII 
m!~nold RiAY ~y .. .- - · ·:. - . ·· 

2 
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(~~:·,;:.,.,,:··•"llfl'. ' ', -<' :,~: ' "'-'·- ' 

I ' ' • l{Jf~,.. .. ", ·}'• •. 
. '. '~~:~NBML I~~~v~. o,~VIj>l~~:.i\ i •· :.·":· .. ••

1

~'. : --·,: :. ' .. • 

-~s .f(••:rt~f t:cp th,~}.~ootin~; .4.,~th of ·of~ ~r~i.ri) 
: Lu~ber ., Xil'l:g.,, ill!' .. ,_ - lt:~,a .. t ,·Jantf$', Jai::.J.:. Ray ~-· . ·;» .. 

. · .pied gu\lty· te>i this mutj~r . ·and ·;presently· tn lo~l ·· 
· c,onf:i.nemerit•.,, ·". -·• - -,;,,, '· -.. : 1 · •. · . ~ . ·. /' -

Th~ ~ttaal'le4 from Atlanta Off,i.ce·advises of _ 
infonna,tion. ·furnishe4 by op,e 1-',Leon_. Qwen 'Powell W,ho,,'··<;,, 
in esJence, cl~iins h~. ajad ltJs' brother ql.aude -'Powe.i1-~ 
ilr., whil_e in ia~:~tl~l\t,t. ~<ll;' it;t -f!~,r:l;y. Octo1>C¥ f· .> ·· .. 

'.11·.·,·o. ve···mb···•.•.'11 ·· :'.• l.9·6 .. ? ' .. ·.- were.· a·p.·.tJ!j~oheq;,b·•!Y.<:.a·_·•. :.-·.m .• ·utu. a.l/·. f.·r·"!eriJ\ · · .iR.ay GQll~ey, WQ9 asked tl1,~ Pol(~llsl\ .. ;f they were , . 
· :iflte.·.·rest .. e.:d i.n·,~. · __ kinij. $5 .. 0,0QO .•. GoiJl .. rr. pi. t.·.o.:·,ia.· :ft.hem he . 

1.'-~Uld put them in contaqt .with ·ant\nd:"7idua·1 \who · 
· 'f19uld pai:: them to murdEa:r l<in9.' J;pi;>r:t:>iimately one 
· -~k. latei: at .same bar t.he p,qwll.s we?:e appro.:Ohed 
.by. an. in.¢'4.vid:ual n~d. Ralph i(Lae;t: .net$$ unknown) who 
,s.aid •'I/:' - .. s• •yq.u Q<;>wa.·w:tiY -I':ni, here:" ~nd sub.- . · -
$~queqtlfi ·: ~I ll:i.s' .,briefcase. '9-fsp,;Laying what he_ .. __ _ 
Sill.~. w,'as' . . * () Q~ ... , . Powell said . they tqld . Ralph th~y . 
n~e._ttm to•~~!int .it over. Ralpb :+•tftied '\if'· -
'yp~j,- ~~ .. -is M"t m:46,e up pow., I c~n' t do· bus~ness · . 

. :~~!y~=i~ '~~::;!Jsi!~ .t;tk~l~e~~~g~---~:ttetr-~~~~:~· . 
:lllielth•~t he .tt~ his bro•ther involved in murder of, --,x?.··.,. . ·. ·- . . . . . . -·. .. . 

~'i.dentifi~le _.information in. Bureau files, on, ,•,, 
·o~ti. ~IL+, Claude Powell, Jr., 9r Ray ,,. .. ,,, 
j;y. .· . . ; ·- . ' ,' . ' . . .· . 
is will !:)e d.tscussed with Civil Rights Division 

_ :e.t. be.t•r~~~t to dete:J'.llline · i_f any investigatio.n · 
' ~~~,~-~~-. •·.. ' .-.. - . . ' .. , .. 

~'Mr. Callahqh / 

l: t: !=:1: A,, \y rr!J~ 
;/ ·. I ~t';(-l J ' ' ' 
!l!llt•PP-h . . 'l :»E 
:·:~ '!";· - ' .. ,:: 1'11. , 
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FD-6(Pev. 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

Via  AIRTEL 

S 
FBI 

Date: 1/16/76 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK 

pu.. 1NFURMVflON CONT 
( 

I 

I • 

SUBJECT: I\ ITIZEN COMMITTEE FOR A DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING , JR. MOLT? ------

On 1/15/76, HOWARD BENNETT, National Chairman of 
"Citizen Committee for A Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday", accompanied by WILLIAM BYRD, Vice Chairman of 
the Committee, appeared at the NYO. 

Mr. BENNETT indicated the purpose of the visit 
was to find out what the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
was doing about the allegations that the killing of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. was a conspiracy. He was 
specifically interested in what had been done to identify 
the person who changed Dr. KING's room reservation from 
the first floor to the second floor at the Lorraine Motel, 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. BENNETT and Mr. BYRD were advised that the 
Attorney General of the US is currently reviewing the FBI 
investigation of Dr. KING's death. Mr. BENNETT stated 
he would make arrangements to see the Attorney General 
at some time in the future. 

2 - Bureau 
1 - New York 

MMN : mgm 
(3) 

Approved 

.— 

/ 

— -i 

1C7Q( 
Sent  M Per 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1969 0 - 346-090 ( 11) 
pecial Agent irL.Qhrge 
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FE L BtJRthU tiE INVtS1'tA1O 
CO MuNCAflONS SEC'flol4 

JA1 1 c 1976 

TELETY 

Na io i4 .F PLAyN 

4.•5P[11 URG( JANUARY 16 j, 1-976 SVIC 

TO uIR.CTOR (44-b1) SAN ANTONIL) 

FROM EL PAU (44-92i) (F) 

MURKIN. 

SSOC. Dir. - 

Dep.-A.D. 
Dep.-A.D.In_. 

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. _ - 
comp. Syst. 

Ext. Ailai 
Files 
Gen. 
1iIeit-----
Iflpeetion  

InlL_ 
Latioratory 
Plan. & Eval. 
Spec. lay.  

Training - -

Legal Conj. - 
Telephone IflL - 

Director Sec'y 

RE URIAU ItLETYPE TO L PASO, JANUARY 1, 1.9 76 9 AND 

MIDLAND RSILNT A.NCY li.Lr-PHUNE CALL TO SAN ANTONIO, 

JANUARY 1, 1976. 

POLYURAPh EAAMINA11UN FOR CLAUD. POWl.LL, ..i., 

COORDINATED WITh SA LORN K. LE, SAN ANTONIO ,SION, 

FOR JANUARY 1, 1976 1, NI DLAW0 9, I.XAb. NçARY 

WAIVER FOR POLYGRAPH .XALAINAIION UbTAIND 

L PA0 WILL SUIL RESULTS OF TH POLYGRAPH XAiiNATION. 

¶3 J  
ATLANTA (44-28) AND Ph!6 ADVISil.) AIRMAIL. 

END.lS 

Vj S FbU-t( 

84 JAN 301975 

I 
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I 

L 
The Attorney General 

1-i I 
Director, FBI 

115 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

/ 

1 — Mr. Callahan 
1 — Mr. Adams 
1 - Mr. Gallagher 
1 — Mr. O'Connell 
1 - Mr. Peelman 

January 21, 1976 

1 - Mr. Helterhoff 
1 — Mr. Moore 
1 — Mr. Wannall 

On January 15, 1976, Howard Bennett, National 
Chairman of "Citizen Committee for A Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday," accompanied by William Byrd, Vice 
Chairman of the Committee, appeared at the New York Office 
of the FBI. 

Mr. Bennett indicated the purpose of the visit 
was to find out what the Federal Bureau of Investigation  

was doing about the allegations that the killing of 
IDr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a conspiracy. He was 
/specifica1ly interested in what had been done to identify 
t1ie person who changed Dr. King's room reservation from 
the first floor to the second floor at the Lorraine Motel, 
Memphis, Tennessee. Our investigative results of the 

fl-
asassinatjon of Martin Luther King, Jr., previously 

!Jurnished to the Civil Rights Division, reflect that 
jing stayed in Room 306 ( second floor) of the Lorraine 
f Motel and there is no indication of any change in the room 
I reservation. 

— I 

Mr. Bennett and Mr. Byrd were advised that the 
Attorney General of the United States is currently having 
 €Tie FBI investigation of Dr. King's death reviewed and 
Mr. Bennett stated he would make arrangements to see the 
Attorney General at some time in the future. 

The above is being furnished for your information. 

1 — The Deputy Attorney GenerafL ORM,ATION CONTAINED 
Assoc. Dir.   n I 

A.Dep. AD Inv. -7 -D, GLIA Attorney ueneral 
st.Dr Div Dnn ATE CLASf lED 

Adn,in.   

Comp. Synt. - 

Ext. Affairs Assistant Attorney General 
Files & Corn. - Criminal Division 
Gen. Inv.   

Ident. ) I 

Inspe ct ion 

Intell  HNH:bap ( 14) 
Laboratory   

Plan. & Evol. 

Spec. Inc. 44-38 861 
Training   

Legal Coon.   

Telephone Rm. - 

rector Sec's. ..MAIL ROOM 

p 4JAN3O 1976 

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO... 

TELETYPE UNIT 

It IV 

1 JA 

GPO 1975 0 - 569-920 
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11 i- L 

12 38?t4'ib 
SEC'J 

'w ?ZcoP9E REVIEW 

BI RECE!VED-LRFCTOR 

F P T. 

JAN 21 I 22 FM 1976 

11 

1 191, 

FBI 
S. fl El. PT OF JUSTICE 

*1 

RECE'VED 

JAN ZO 3 53M'Th 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

C-
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The Attorney General 

NOTE: This case pertains to the shooting death of 

Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray 
pled guilty to this murder and presently is in local 
confinement. 

New York furnished the above information 
by airtel dated 1/16/76. 

The reference to our investigative results 
pertains to flufile 44-38861. Based on available information, 
no information located in Bureau files identifiable with 
Bennett or Byrd. 

Attached being furnished to the Attorney General 
for information, with copies to the Deputy Attorney General, 
the Civil Rights Division, and the Criminal Division, in view 
of statement by Bennett that he would make arrangements 
to see the Attorney General at some time in the future. 

2 
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t(OERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COUMLCMtONS SECT1O 

JAN 17 W62 

TELEIY P 

4-' 

.-, _ 44_ 4...j. 4./.4 

4..•4 .._4..S 

.4. .4. LA_.. 4: * a . S.... . 4 4 i I .4. - '-' A -. 

11 

84 JAN 30 1976 

It 

_ 4_. _ . - -' 4,4 

4_,._4-.. 44. _. 4.._. 4. 4 '-. 4-.- 4.4.-. 1 

•4 44-.. . 1 

- - .4.4._S .sL .4. 

REC-7  

Assoc. Dr   
Dep.-AJI-Adm.. 
Dep.-A.D.-Jnv._ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin 
Comp. Svst. 
Ext. Afl,. — — 

Ident. .. 

•,i.  .441 

Intel!..  

Plan. & Ev1. - 

Sp"e. Ir;.....  

Legal Cow' - 

Telephone Rm. - 

Director Sec'y. 

•1 
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53 '76 
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.-1 
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, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYtIi1/UlO 

PLAIJ 

6 COMMUNICATIOi'S SECTION, 
JiN ' () 976 

vJ 
ThLTYPE 

j io : - JMui-Y , 11 LPP 

.CILr (44-b1) 

AILMJIA (44-o'.) 

cL @i4-2ii) iL'ArtIb 

LfliL ( 1 4_ j4) (tLj) 

ill UKI 

me 

0 Assoc. Dir. - 

Asst. Dir. 
Admin. 

Comp, Syst. 
Ext. A!fait 
Piles & Corn, 
en. mv. .7 

Ident. 
Inspection 
Intell. 
Laboratory - 

Plan. & Eval 
Spec. Inv. 
Training 

Legal Coun.. 
Telephone Rm. - 

Director Seely 

k.bU1J.L iu AILA1., MUAtY 1UfhOKILI 1iLI.ItVL..W 

ur CLAUUI.. fUWiLLL, , ' h Ll6c. ul PuLYuRAPh. 

JALUMtY 1, A  o:1) CLMUui.. PO.LL, , 

AUr(JL.L) r'L)LGrAIn rL AAVd NAfiu Ai 1)L.AL'Ju, 1i-, iY bii LO K. 

L (--) iAW Mi UiILi) Wriv WA u--JA liv L)ULLAI.i-ML IrVu..w. 

W..LL' PJz f  Uf1uL, L).LL) OiUi. 

YuU Au LLUi IL) KILL L'IMh[I J LUIh.I- rW'L , Jr .'Vt ' 1i. 

"1.111) uu 1w rdLL trIIiJ Ljllir-r KINU , J" .C' 

1xii iw CUJTrL)L INL)ICMIIt kUWA..LL lb 

£ijIHfLLI G I Mfl tu UL\Ji. L)Il) , 1 i ?ACi , ur NIi AiL nib 

rU1hiLr lu AiLL tAWII LUIhe..r' Klew, Jr. PlLL' " O" 

IL) tUb.i £Ui, "LW YLiJ KUW WhL) ML.0 'UU Pu'fl.) 1-9.UIV IL) 

EC-7 -y 
KILL viAhfiw LUIh iiiU, J.?" AND h hflMLIIL)Nb FULL6wI1L)THi. 

MLWh iilICAIt. b1LL. Ki WL..LJL.. iiv.UARLj1 N6 UNI ii..0 PL.rUi 

PiiJIlLt..L) iJ AUV.. 

84 JAN 30 1976 
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it 
I 

t' A .)h 41' 

FuWk.LL v)M LJ1 W.rt LNPh P•00 iUN InMi -uULi 

UL 1'ULYArit C-AAi'Iii'JAii W-i. UNGLLIAft ML) frtAl iUi 

k'UbibIL11' c..Ai t.LI Wr.LJ Fbi WOULD tUf AUU1iiLhML 

iJ £j'iAL? UTU. rULT Or' [ii JUi 1CU.L) 

Iii ANY WAY Wifil ?UWLL WA,) 1I uGMfL t,TiL). 

AU U)A) lu iUt"i briLuY ut £ h1 CUt1LLui1CAiiU 

fU zUrAAU PIL O- 
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fA d'U OF ivS1tGATtOM 
MiNICATIOWS SECTION 

to 

Th$TYPE 

AT P L A I iv 
/ 

tI 1TL 2-7t L'i 

/ 
ITuz (44-.a1) 

1j 1 / 

LL PAu (4'-2v-') 

h-( w4: ATLA NTA (44-Z.o') (P) 

10 
AsSOC. Dir. - Dep.- 

As Dir.: 

Admin. 
COP Syt. - 

Ext. Affairs,-

Fs & Co 
Gefl. mv. 

Inspection 
Intell.-------
Laboratory 
Plan. & ivaL - 

Spec mv. 
rainh11g 

Legal CowL - 

Telephone Rm. - 

pL 

. ATLA NTA LJI iL fu ih. bUk.AU , JAJUiuY 1, j7t. 

LEUN uw PUWi.LL WAS oGiAc.1jUL eij EU APP-AF fl\ fhr. ATLANTA UdiC. 

Uk' IH r'bi 'fu l A A k'ULYUIAFh .XAidhTIut'J SU'i.TIj. TWc.i'J :6k 

A1) 7:010 P'i UN JA NUAhl 1, 1'76. APPuXLMTLY 7: ,o io Ni, 

iLPriUIC,ALLY CO NIACTLD Tht. ATLANTA ui1C., AuVi1kG hL WAS " SjU" 

AiJ I...I n. bIi.I) LU PULPU. Th. PULYL -APh . XAL'I UNTIL ThE W.K 

 IHIUUGh ) k) j7c. 

kUWiLL WA. L.LTALIV.LY RCLCH .j)ULi TU TAK E POLYLiI-APh XAii 

JAUAY 26 Ut JANUARY 27, 

UACb, AILALLA VI.iu WELL SUIT U UkTH.k TLIYFS 1 / 
fHI ATIc.k UL'iTIL PCw.LL IS PiJLYUrAlI-ipb. 

Pc'WLL buLRS, LU AU CLAUU CO iUD 

JANUARY 

P -IT TIALLY 

Cib AC$ k'b1riL EU 

84 JAN 3° 1976 
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FBT 

JAN ii 5 21 ft 1916 

F D 
S. riEp J OS T Lc 

Crl 
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6 
IEDERAI BUREAU OF INV1IL110N 

, COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

1 Al PLMI4  

:4 Pt NL 1-1 -7 Li' a JAN376/ 

TELETYPE 

JIRCIUR, FI (44-b1) 
/14 

SAC, iP hIS 

AC, .L PASO (44-2') 

iii UP) SAC, ATLANTA (44-2) (P) 

H. ATLANTA I'JIIL IIJ lh bURAU JAIg.D JANUARY 1, 

Uiv JANUARY 1, 17b, A. RAY GLJL)FRY WAS CUNTACTU CUNCRiNG 

HIS WILLIG TO UbII TO A PULYRIPt XAIN Al lH AlLML4Th 

OFFIC. OF Tht FbI MI WHICH IILI GuFR.Y SlAl "1 AN iOCI" 

Ai) hL Ih AL)\1I.L) THAT h. L)IL) NOT WISH LU IAK ANY PULYUMPH 

ANL) Ht. iAI.i) H. i.I) NUL WIH IL) TALK TO IH. FI MY 

FURTHER AL'W IF Tri. Fi Nze.D.D ANY FuRlh INiUhiqA1IUN lhY 

.-) hUULIJ CONTACT hI6 AlTURNY, JACK VORY, AT £.LPHUN. 

T$ REG.7  

NU4Rb OR 4-B1. 

UN l-i. 6A4 DAL., L.UN UW POWLL AL)VIS THAI H. IS 

46 

WILLING TO IAK. A POLYGRAPH kLAAMINL AND 6TAILi THAT 

AT 1h4 ATLANTA UFFICL OFIh bI SOT1 bElWt : o AND 

7:kfl P.i. UN JANUARY 1, IJ76 9 FUR IH PULYRAPH XAii. 

UACb, ATLANTA DIVIS1UL' WILL NuT CONTACT ARNOLD RAY tODFRY 

ANY FURIH.R UR hI6 AIIURN.'Y , JACK V. L)URS.Y. 

ND OF ? AGL NULbR ONE. 

Assoc. Dir. 

Dep.-A.D.-Inv— 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin.   
Comp. Syst. - 

Ext. Mf4rs 
Fil 
a 
Ide 
Inpeetiofl 
Intel1. 
Laboratory - 
Plan & Eval - 
Spec. Inv. 
Training --
Legal Coun. 
Telephone Itm. - 
Director Sec'y - 
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PAL. NUVIOWi TWO 

AT 44 -266 ta 

POW.LL bRUTrtS LZUN AND CLAUL). 6huULD t. C1L)D 

PUTJTIALLY LAt.RUUb. 

LI 

GOD FblHW GLR TU 
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84 JAN 30 1976 

1) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESlATION 

COMMUtCATIOrS SECTION 

JAi1 1-.. 1976 

TELTYPE 

REC-7  

Assoc. Dir. -- 
I Dep.A.D.Mm-

1Yep..A.D.-1fl'--- 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. - 
comp. Syst. - 

Ext. $r - 

File, 
Ge 

1npehIofl 
lrtteU.---
LaboratorY -. 
Plan. & Eval. - 

Spec. mv. 
I Tajniflg - 
Legal CowL. 
Telephone Rm. - 

Director Sec'y 
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REC'fl0 F?lCH'!S 
F. H 

JAII  53 Ail1916 

- 

Lu 
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FEDERAL hU OF 

COMMLIIIICA11ONS SECTION 

NRE5 AT P 
A 

RE ' TL 1TA NITEL TO THE BUPEE'U, JAU'Y 

Asst Dir 
Dep...At'.-AdflL_ 
Pep-AD-laY----
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin.   
Comp Syst, 
Ext. Affairs - 

Files & ( i,4 
Gen. Inv. 
Ident.  _2B. 
Inpectiofl 
Intel!. 
Labt'rat)Y 
plan. & EvaL 
Spec. Inv. - - 
Training - --
Legal Coun. 
Telephone Itin. - 

Director Sec'y - 

RECONTACT "YITH LEON PO.ELL S RELATIVES DETERMINED THAT POVELL 

PS NOV MOVED TO THE CR 00K' S CORNER ROOMING HOUSE LOCATED IN THE 

VkCINITY OF ALSTON STREET AND CANDLER ROAD IN ATLANTA, C'ORGIP.. 

POWELL' S RELATIVES FURTHER ADVISED THAT POVELL DOES NOT PAVE A 

PHONE AT THAT ADDRESS AND ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE HIM HAVE. BEEN NEGATIVE. 

ATLANTA VILE LOCATE POVELL AND MAKE APA5EMENT5 

HIM APPEAR AND TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION DURING THE VEEK 

FEPRUARY 2, 1976. 

1-! ACE, ATLANTA. MILL SUBMIT NO FURTHER TELETYPES IN THIS 

UNTIL POMELL IS POLYGRAPHED. 

POI -ILL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD RE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. 
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Enc. 

slip. 

(Precedence) 

TO: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) 1/23/76 
(Date) 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

MURK13i) 

Re urtelcall of 1/22/76 and urteletype dated 1/22/76 

1. ITEMS ENCLOSED PREPARED BY EXHIBITS SECTION, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION: 

One revised artist's conception drawing  

2. ACTION TO BETAKEN: 
A. Have witness(es) view item(s) for evaluation. 

B. If modification is necessary, submit additional information and any pertinent com-

ments of witness(es) to Exhibits Section, Administrative Division. 

C. When likeness is approved by witness(es) any extra copies needed should be made or 

obtained locally. If local copying facilities are not available additional copies may be 

requested from Exhibits Section. 

D. As the case progresses, advise Exhibits Section re use and effectiveness of item(s) 

as investigative aid(s). Upon apprehen ion,of subject(s), submit arrest photographs(s). 

- 

Three photocopies of drawing also being sent to you by routing 

NOT RECORDED 

2 JAN 2? 1976 

(Do not type below this line.) 

1 - General Investigative Division (Mr. 

GPN/ml j 

I 

3O1976 
MAIL ROOM 

Helterhoff) (Enc.) (Sent Direct) 

TELETYPE UNIT 
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MURKIN 

AT: 44-2386 
BUR: 44-38861 

10 
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The Attorney General 

Director, FBI 

DEMONSTRATION BY RESEARCH ACTION 
GROUP ON ASSASSINATION 

4 

1 - External Affairs Division 
(Attention: Tom Coil) 

1 - Mr. R. J. Gallagher 
(Attention: J. S. Peelman) 

January 22, 1976 

1 - Mr. W. R. Wannal 1 
1 - Mr. J. G. Deegan 
1 - Mr. S. F. Phillips 
1 - Mr. J. T. Aidhizer 

This letter is to alert you to an inquiry which 
may be made of you concerning the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

At 11:30 A.M., January 15, 1976, a group of 15 demon-
strators representing the Research Action Group on Assassination 
appeared at the New York Office of the FBI. Robert Ranftle, 
spokesman for this group, was met by one of the Special Agents 
in charge of our New York Office. Ranftle stated the purpose 
jof the demonstration was to bring to the public's attention 
the possibility that a conspiracy existed in the killing of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and that this should be pursued. 
The demonstration lasted one hour and was peaceful. 

Ranftle was advised by our representative that the 
Attorney General of. the United States is currently reviewing 
the FBI investigation of Dr. King's death. He was also advised 
that the New York Office did not have the complete investi-
gative file concerning this matter. 

Ranftle indicated he would congiiunicate with the 
Attorney General concerning this matter. 

Files of FBI Headquarters and our New York Office 
contain no pertinent information concerning the Research 
Action Group on Assassination and Ranftle. 

1 - Deputy Attorney General '7 
Attention: Michael E. Shaheen, Jr. 

Special Counsel for 
Intelligence Coordination 

1 - J. Stanley Pot tinger 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

1 - Richard L. Thornburgh 
Assistant Attorney General 

56 nldX(pivision 

JTA:adn 
(14) 

1 - 100-106670 (Marti.XL 
Luthking Jr..) 
44-38861 

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 

I.-
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Letter to the Attorney General 
Re: Demonstration by Research Action 

Group on Assassination 

NOTE: 

4, 

Above information was provided in New York airtel 
1/16/76 captioned "Demonstration by Research Action Group on 
Assassination at NYO, 1/15/76," New York SAC meeting group was 
Philip A. McNiff. 
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