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PAGL rIVE (44-2336)

COUNTY Po ARREET HUMBEFR 1S 4822. DESCRIPTION OF CLAU;:XQOWCLL,

Jiie IS WHITZ MAL:, DOTE OF 3IRTH SIX FeET TWO
—

——

INCEES, ONE HUNDRED SEVEWTY-ONE POUNDS, F3I NUMSER 212 94¢€ a4,

RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA PD REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED
AUGUST 26, 1355 BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORI BEI’lMIN'G», GEORGIA,
CHARGED WITH ARTICLE %6+ VO DISPOSITION AVAILABLE. ARRESTED
JUIE 28, 1962 FOR WIFE B?ATIQG ANﬂdﬁzgyD MNE%T CHAR%ELNITHDRAWN

i - Lés 2l
JULY €, 1962, LEON OWENKPOWELL DESCRIBED AS ITE MALE, DATE OF

FEI\WUM3ER 228 712 E.

-

SREJDA POWELL, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, ADVISEL LIDH
POWILL WOEKING AT UNKNOWN LOCAT ION IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AMND WOULD
w0T RETURY TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE P¥ OF JANUARY 7, 1976.

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CYL), US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
RZQUESTES THL FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE ALLE -
GAT IO MAZE BY LZION OWEN POWELL:

EL PASO AT MIDLAND,., WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL AT
SCOTTISH IMN FOR ANY INFOFMATION HE HAS RE LEON OWEN POWELL'S
ALLEGATION. OBTALN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LML) FROY

END PAGE FIVE,
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

3 ’
Tl A WA LiNd

e 24 il un g g JANUAR T [

u/Au Ui  (44-56001)

ATLANLA (44 =250660)

Ll PARUV (44 =N ) (P LLSARLLL ¢ ’ Telephone Rm, .__
; Ui Dirvector Sec’y
— \ } / e I

i v [
{ '-I‘JHAV\‘{AA\"'. / C - )/\/{ (. %‘7“0‘ j},\':’
v

RE ATLANTA TEL TOU DIRECIUR , BL PADU, CHARLUITE , AND MEMPRIS
U AL LD z_}'nl“ib.u\'k i, 1970

UDelle WILLIAIS, MANAGER 3 SCUITISH INN MUTEL , MIDL AND 9 TEXAS ,
ADVISED TRURUUGHT SEARCH UF MUTEL RECURLUS PFRUM DeCelilbeER 1, {2
LU PRESENT FAILED TU ReEVoal ANY ReCURD CUNCERNLIM ULaUbe PUWELL ,
Jie A RESIDING Bi S RAL llvl‘;hc v J.V’:_[';'u kG Nob LR OGN »;:J..“".lll.- Ul' LEAHRD ¢
AR L Ol UL G ‘.J.Lu‘;.h‘l\u AN UL}.._..."JQ,*;, LLAAD LVEL T ANY 1ELED RUNG
DIRECIURY AND Whew L1ISI INGo ALL NeGAL Ive CUNGEARANLIMG GLAUDE FUWELL o JRe

WLl

>

ALLANL A Al RILANLI Ay GLULGLA S WiLL R CUNLACGL LEUN UWL N |

FUR MORE OSPECIFIC INPORMATIUN CUNCERNING RESIDENCE UF (LAUDE PUWELL ,

Jile AWD/UR AWNY ADD LT IUNAL 1N URLIAL LUN SUUH Ao GUgBWiNL BrL UXIE NL
; 0o L/ &

¥

1U PACILLLIALE 1R LUUAL AVEN Ur WAUWLE FUWLLL Jite Ut  LINILARTV e
’

P~

Vo b (S U0 | SRR N v T L BB B VIS IUN.

ElPRoU Al Bl ",4‘.3\4, TeAAD S wibl LU UCT ‘LwVuu;blu‘—‘x‘l.uu‘,,x_,v
DETERMINE  LF POWELLD 'ES  SLAYENG "AL: D/IPFPFERENLD (ULl e WULLE NU Ul N
MUTELS IN MIDLAND -UDESSA AREA HAVE NaMe oIMULAR TOU SCUITISh
LiVive CREDIT CHECKS WILL BE CUNDUCIED MURNING Ul JANUARY O,

Ll FPASU WIiLL oUlRL REOULL O

8 4 JAN 211976
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Assoc.
Dep.
Dep.

Asst. o
Admin.
Comp. Syst. &
Ext. Affairs ’
Files
Gen. |
Ident.

Inspection
Intell.
Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv.
Training
Legal Coun.
Telephone Rm. __

Director Sec'ysn_—
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)F INVESTIGATION '
) SECTION , Assoe. Dir,

| Dep.-A. D.-Adm
D(bn A D'IHV

NR2Z®1 AT PLAIN
il \ i Lavuiat vy "
@253 AM URGENT 1-5-75 LMM e g
Spee. Inv. ~_>:‘

DIRECTOR (44-38861) Trtiingil
Legal Coun. I

e, Telephone Rm, __
Director Sec’y ___ l

———

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386)

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,

U~ .4 CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH.
" ] ™

WURKIV./ e
o RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 5, 1976, }iyp

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWENXPOWELL, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED
ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE SUBJECT MATTER.

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT
DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING /!
THE LATER AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE?$OWELL, JRe s
AKA "SHOTGUNSRQWELL™, A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN
PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GVOPGIA,

WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RAY GO&%EY, A UHLLﬁ\W [G 27

MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TwWO
HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY A'@TY& STERN SI'\)GER EMPLOYE‘? QF-
RCC-HL 4L e, $% 7Y s
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, \/!HO ASKFD 1k THEY WOULD BE
INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000. DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS K CO:N-
£ ¢
VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT

END PAGE ONE.

84 JAN21 1976
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PAGE TWO (44-2386)

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED

WITH GODREY.

Z
APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-
PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY-
SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TwO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED,
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS
IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL
BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, *1 aPESS YOO
KNOW WHY I'M HERE"., THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT
WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING WHAT

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS

MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I
CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH

END PAGE TWO.
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PAGE THREE (44-2386)
CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT., POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL
MARTIN LUTHER KING,

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR
LEET THE BAR. . THREY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE,

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GOSEEY IN APPROXIMATELY
SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GOSEEY'S LOCATION, THE ONLY OTHER
INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER®S MEETING WITH RALPH

(LNU> ARE HIS FORMER WIFE, ANNIE LOISNCOMPOS, WHITE FEMALE OF

ATLANTA AND PETE*ﬁQVIS, WHITE MALE, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND

HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU).

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER.

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES,

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE, "SCARED US". E 1S WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

END PAGE THREE.
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PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
MATTER.,

HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER
BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS
INFORMATION TO THE FBI.

POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER

5
WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL

SERVED "KIVE YEARS! FOR ARMED ROBBERY ANDq: AT THAT TIMES 1967 4 HIS
BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN,
POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX".

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS
DESIRED AT THIS TINME,
END.

RSP FBIHQ
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PLAINTEXT TELETYPE URGENT

TO SACS ATLANTA 44-2386
( ! 1/1§7176
EL PASO (44-920)

SAN ANTONIO 1 - Mr. Peelman

1 - Mr. Helterh
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861) 1 - Mr. CochignOff

%
) (Attn: Mr. Bal
MURKIN / og)

g

REBUTELCALLS JANUARY 14, 1976,

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE, HAS REQUESTED THAT POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BE
AFFORDED TO LEON OWEN POWELL, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., AND
ARNOLD RAY GODFREY.

ATLANTA, HAVE SA JOHN B. REYNOLDS, BUREAU-APPROVED
POLYGRAPH EXAMINER, AFFORD POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS TO
LEON OWEN POWELL AND ARNOLD RAY GODFREY., OBTAIN
NECESSARY WAIVERS.

EL PASO, COORDINATE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDﬁVf 
POWELL, JR. SA LOREN K. LEE, BUREAU-APPROVED POLYGRAPH ’
EXAMINER, SAN ANTONIO DIVISION, IS INSTRUCTED TO AFFORD
THI§ POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. EL PASO CONTACT CLAUDE

%

\ k4~ MEMPHIS (44-2987)

'L)F.
L,
i
Assoc. Dir.

Dep. {AD! Admb/iu

Dep. AD Inv. U-5] L/ : |
Asst. Dir.: (L == i
S (6 SEE NOTE PAGE 3... ( 7 & L/

GompiiSyst.iis s

Ext, Affdirsias
Files & Com. __
Gen.  Inv gy

Ident. ___

Inspection
Ly A bl b
Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. _

Spec. Inv.

Training

Legal Coun. ___

;f,f&f"g'ﬁAN ZNQIII%M N TENE TYPEUNIT [If]
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PAGE THO (44-38861)
POWELL, JR.,‘AS TO AVAILARILITY AND CONTACT SAN ANTONIO DIVISION
DPIRECT RE ARRANGING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THIS POLYGRAPH
EXAMINATION. OBTAIN NECESSARY WAIVERS.

HANDLE PROMPTLY AND SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS.

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.
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PAGE THREE (44-38861)

NOTE: See Peelman to Gallagher memorandum, same date,
same caption. All offices telephonically advised

1/14/76 of this request for polygraph examinations. SAC

Colwell, San Antonio, advised SA Lee is available.
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?}).70 Rev. 3-28-72) ‘

lONAl. FORM NO. 10 ! 5010-106

Y 1962 EDITION g N i . "
GSA GEN. REG, NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT »

M. emomna’um - |
ATTH: MR, BodsfT A. murPrY

: Assistant Attorney General i _ DATE: 1/14/"
civil nme- Dj.vi.nion L v

: D1rector, FBI

: S‘UBJECT‘: ‘ WMQ;{W ﬁr DR, W!H mm. IR,

. Reference is made to —w_- ‘ memorandum dated _wwe___
" (your file . o 5

AR

L)

o There is enclosed one ‘copy of the report of Specml Agent : :
dated ‘ _ at _ ' — .

s A O This covers the prehmmary 1nvest1gat10n and no further action concerning
a full mvestlgatmn w1ll be taken by thlS Bureau unless the Department 80 drrects

o LB, ‘The inve strgatlon 1s contmulng and you w111 be furmshed copies of

- reports as they are recewed v : : ,

; C [ The investigation requested by you has now been completed Unless ;
s adv1sed_to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

» Pursuant to 1nstructrons 1ssued by the Department no investigation w1ll
be conducted in this matter unless speclﬁcally dlrected by the Department

E [j Please adv1se whether you deslre any further mvestlgatlon

F [] Thls 1s submltted for your 1nformat10n and you w111 be advrsed of further
' developments ‘ e .

i

G D Thls is subm1tted for your .mformatlon and no further 1nvest1gat10n will

. be conducted unless speclflcally requested by the Department 7//35%‘/é/ I
Y [

H . ThlS covers the recelpt of a complamt and no further acﬂ‘@;w

taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. , RDED ¢
= S , : ‘f’SQJAN 26 1976

, Ene.

$EE HOTE PAGE WO..,

843017
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NOTE: Erclosed is a mlotype 4dated 1/13776 from our Atlanta
' Office. Alsc enclosed is an FBI Identifiecation Record
] iar Leon omm Powell and Claude Powell, Jr.

g mtarence is made to conversations batwéen -
Departmantal Attorney Robert A. Murphy and SA H, N. Heltaerhoff
re the status of this investigation. On 1/13/76, Mr. Murphy .
. requested that FBI Identifiostion Records- be obtained for
‘Laon Owen Powell, Claude Fow¢ll and. Ray Godfrey. The FHT '
lIdentification Records for the Powells dm@ enclosed and we are
in the process of. obtaining an FBI Identification. Récerd fer
. Ray Godfrey who s been idant.itied as Arnold Ray ’ Pl
Godfrey, date of bixrth | Mr. Miagphy -
NEjested that polygraph axaminattens e af ordnd to the ?awens
w;mnaysadmy., B )
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S sZQerta;Qs t@»th
. Luther . Klng, q;.,'mn &,

. The attached from Atlanta Office adv1ses 'of o
information ‘furnished by ope: Leon Owen ‘Powell who-
ln essence, claims he aad*h's brother Clauée Powe,'

‘Bay Go rey, who asked thg Powel;
g - terested in maklng $50,000. Gox
owld put them in contact with -an 3 ae
ould pay them to murder King. " Appr@xlmately one-
: sk later at same bar the Powells were approached
:by anﬂanAV1dual named Ralph (Last name unknawn) who‘
: -: I'm here" and sub- ,
'”hls brlefcase dlSplaYlng ‘what he = .-
v Powell sgid they told Ralph they—,
Ralph repﬁled "ife
ade up_ﬁow, I can' t do bu81ness

‘v,‘”is w111 be dlscussed with ClVil nghts'D1v181on'»
,b@partmemt to determlne 1f any 1nvestlgatlon :

Callahgn;
‘Adams / '
~Moore |
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i
{FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
L - i
G
EB

Date: 1/16/76

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
: AIRTEL
Via

e

(Priority)
DIRECTOR, FBI
SAC, NEW YORK

SUBJECT : %’SITIZEN COMMITTEE FOR A DR MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR HOLIDAY

On 1/15/76, HOWARD BENNETT, National Chairman of
"Citizen Committee for A Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday", accompanied by WILLIAM BYRD, Vice Chairman of
the Committee, appeared at the NYO.

Mr. BENNETT indicated the purpose of the visit
was to find out what the Federal Bureau of Investigation
was doing about the allegations that the killing of
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. was a conspiracy. He was
specifically interested in what had been done to identify
the person who changed Dr. KING's room reservation from

the first floor to the second floor at the Lorraine Motel,
Memphis, Tennessee.

Mr. BENNETT and Mr. BYRD were advised that the
Attorney General of the US is currently reviewing the FBI
investigation of Dr. KING's death. Mr. BENNETT stated

he would make arrangements to see the Attorney General
at some time in the future.

BUNRECOHLLD KX FICED13¥

te g
G e

7./
SL) Reost L -
2-- Bureau - o> % I 1519;@

1l - New York

MMM : mgm
(3)

Approved: p/ s, T A

/ )‘
!Specml Agent in.GHarge L

#* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTHNG OFFICE : 1969 O - 346-090 (11)
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’L BUREAU OF INVESHIGATION .;;isoc_ Dir.
OMHIUNICATIONS SECTION R gy
Asst. Dir.:

o i . Admin, ____ ¢
JAN 1R 1970 ; Cor;n;:. Syst. ___|

Ext. Affairs

-E‘QL_HYW g;lzsﬁvfg. of, :

Identy V.2
Inspection
§¢be o | RS §
Laboratory

Plan. & Eval, __
Spec. Inv.
Training
Legal Coun.
Telephone Rm. __
(Director Sec'y ___

e te—

NR w4 EP PLAWWN
4.55PM URGENA JANUARY 16, 1976 SNC
10 DIRECTOR  (44-583861) SAN ANIONIU

FR OM EL PASO (44-520) (P)

”

N\

MURKINe

RE BUREAU TELETYPE I0 EL PASU, JANUARY 16, 13976, AND
MIDLAND ReSIDENT AGENCY TELEPHONE CALL TU SAN ANTONIO ,
JANUARY 16, 1376,

POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE POWELL y JRe,
COORDINATED WITH SA LOREN Ke Lek, SAN ANTONIU4fQV}alUN,

FOR JANUARY 19, 1976, B:0WP elie, MIDLAND, Iaan.:gng a7ARY :
WAIVER FOR POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OBTAINED *R:EX?EEE}L° /A/ }jfTT*,
EL PASO WILL SuTkEL RESULTS OF THe PULYGRAPH LAHNLNATLUN.V
ATLANTA (44-2386) AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AIRMAIL. ;

END o EMS

eMS FBIHQ

84 JAN 30 1975
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»

The Attorney General Lﬁ/\ January 21, 1976
\ A V4 ) b
REGSL Li Y : U /

Director, FBI b ; Mr. Callahan 1 - Mr. Helterhoff
ST 115 Mr. Adams 1 - Mr. Moore
e Mr. Gallagher 1 - Mr. Wannall
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mr. O'Connell :
My . Peelman N  -@'

oy

On January 15, 1976, Howard Bennett, National \jv
Chairman of "Citizen Committee for A Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Holiday," accompanied by William Byrd, Vice

Chairman of the Committee, appeared at the New York Office
of the FBI.

Mr. Bennett indicated the purpose of the visit
was to find out what the Federal Bureau of Investigation
was doing about the allegations that the killing of

,|PDr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a conspiracy. He was
—etp-SP@Cifically interested in what had been done to identify
/| the person who changed Dr. King's room reservation from
|| the first floor to the second floor at the Lorraine Motel,
! Memphis, Tennessee. Our investigative results of the
, asdsassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., previously
- | | _furnished to the Civil Rights Division, reflect that
. | |&King stayed in Room 306 (second floor) of the Lorraine
..... ,;j Motel and there is no indication of any change in the room
ﬂz reservation.
; Mr. Bennett and Mr. Byrd were advised that the
Attorney General of the United States is currently having
~ the FBI investigation of Dr. King's death reviewed and
Mr. Bennett stated he would make arrangements to see the
Attorney General at some time in the future.

The above is being furnished for your information.

1 - The Deputy Attorney Generagz"!' ,NFOPMAT,ON CONTA,NED J

"NrrrInr g R
Assoc; Dt L3 IRt (:\ ] ﬁ;{’,x

H
{

Dep. AD Adm.
77

,

CLASSIFIED mag™
BYSP- 08y
i)

§6 R

CALIN 4O
Dep. 4D nv. & = ASsistant Attorney GeneralﬁATELZﬁ?
Aol Civil Rights Division kk'
Admin. _ v

Comp. Syst., v ¥

Ext. Atlais _L = AsSistant Attorney General

Files & Comu ()L)“l: Criminal Division
Gen'. lnv. . & ',,“ }1 w'A‘

5/5. ;1‘
Intells =i BRI T () { (Uﬂ

Laboratory {

Plan. & Eval. _ "%

spec. Inv. __44-38861 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...

Training -

3 o
Legal Coun. : Cloom Livh 7 Q ('(" A q‘ /
o~ e L
T?"e'-‘:'h::“:::': AIL ROOM [_] TELETYPE UNIT [} /D\ 7 el 5 ' O 0 ¢ ’ {/ £ f GPO : 1975 O - 569-920
8 4°JAN3 0 1976 7t
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Jw el 1238 PH *76

Jaw 22 mgrgﬁ)gﬁ%,# REVIEW

Jw 2l | 22 PM 1978
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o

The Attorney General

NOTE: This case pertains to the shooting death of

Martin Luther Kang .o oh 4/4/68. James Earl Ray
pled guilty to this murder and bresently is in local
confinement.

New York furnished the above information
by airtel dated 1/16/76.

The reference to our investigative results
pertains to Bufile 44-38861. Based on available information,
no information located in Bureau files identifiable with
Bennett or Byrd.

Attached
for information,
the Civil Rights
of statement by Bennett that he would
to see the Attorney General at some ti
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&

COMMUNIC/

i

8 4 JAN 30 1976
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‘_PAL BUREAU OF INVESHIUATIO)
MMUNICATIONS SECTION A i
Dep-AD-Adm..
gl e e Dep-A.D.-Inv.
JAN 2 0 197¢ Asst. Dir. !
() Admin. _ o
ﬁ-w\ Comp. Syst. __ -
Bt Affaire
Files & Com,
; s peT . Gen. Inv, _:
1625PM NITEL JANUARY 20, 1576 Lrr Ident. . __
Inspection

DIRECTOR (44-38561) V. T DO

§
!
:

(NRWb7 5A PLALN CELE N Vi
= }

Laboratory _____ |
T ™A g 4 T Plan. & Eval, __
ALLANTA (44-2500) o & i Spec. Inv.
» : i Training _ |
el PAsO (44-520) MeliPHLS ity Legal Coun. _____ I‘
~ « AN Telephone Rm.
Director Sec’y ___

——— |

FROM SAN ANTOUNLU (44-1242) (RyCo
¢

muxhln;

ReBUTEL IO ATLANTA, JANUARY 12,1976, AUTHORIZING REINTERVIEW
OF CLAUDE ROWELE S ey T TR UoE, O POLYGRAP He

ONGal AN ARY 1900 S0y ali B ello P odle s i CLABDESPONELLY, JR ey
AFFORDED POLYGRAPH EAAWMINATION AT MIDLAND, TEXAS, BY SA LOREN K.
LEE (SAN ANTONIO) WHU wAos UNASSISTED IN COLLATERAL INTERVIEW.

POWELL'S "Yes" RESPUNSES [U QUESTIUNS , "DID SOMEUNE OFFER
YOU AND LEON $50,000b TU KILL WMARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" AND
"DID SOMEONE ASK YUU TU KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR«?" WERE
LESS THAN RESPONSES TU CONTROL QUESTION, INDICATING POWELL IS
IRUTHTELLING IN STATING SOMEONE DID, IN FACT, OFFER HIM AND HIS
BROTHER 950,000 TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL'S:YNOY
RESPONSE TO QUESTION, "DO YOU KNOW WHO H\»Q\n\l—u X'UﬁEHN‘; LeOnN 10

R S i f

KILL MARTIN LyTHER KING, JR.7" AND HI& :Latuxu.m QUAL.LUW.LH\J THE

ANoWeR INDICATE PUSSIpLE KNUWLEDGE REGARUDING UNIDENTIFLED PerRsON

VMENTIONED IN ABOVE QUESTIUNS.

8 4 JAN 301978
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Rk 2 oA 44~ |Z4c
SuBJeCT POWELL WAS LeFT WITH IWPRESSIUN lhnAl ReESULILS

OF POLYGRAPA L(\Hl'l.’.‘.‘iﬁl‘lvl}# WeRe UNCLEAR AND 1RAl o 1RUNG

PUSSIBILITY £XAiSTel WHEREIN Fbl WOULD ReQUesT ADDITIONAL

TEST IN IvMeEDIATE FyuTyRee RESULTS OF TesT WeRE NOT wlSCUSSED

IN ANY waY WITH POweLL NOR WAS INTERRUGATIUN EFFECTED.
BURLAU ReQUesTeb TU FURNISH CuPY UF 1HIS COMMUNLICALLON

LU VB READ T LR o= J
\C;“'

M
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AU OF INVEST

TIANQ
UN

NRwwbs AT PLALN

234w P NITEL Je20-76 LW
b : | R n |
VIREBCIUR (44=-0060601) _ Cx Lﬂmumw7d__1
// Plan. & Eval. -1
: u{"“) i o Spee. .!nv_ AR, .‘
Training -———
Legal Coun. \

L PASU (44-520) Telephone Rm. — !

FrROWM ¢ ATLANTA (44-2586) (P)

—AUR KLV,

RE ATLANTA NITEL TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 19, 19768,
LEON OweN POWELL WwAS SCHeDULED TO APPEAR IN THE ATLANTA OFFICE
OF THE Fbl TU TAKE A PULYGRAPH EXAMINATIUN SUNETIME BETWEEN S:08 PN
AND T:0bb PM ON JANUARY 139, 1976 APPRUXIVATELY 7306 PM, POWELL
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTzD THE ATLANTA UFFICE, ADVISING HE WAS "SICK"
AND THAT Rhe DeSIReD IO POSTPONE THe POLYGRAPH EXAM UNTIL THE WEEK
OF JANUARY 26 THROUUGH S, 1976,

POWeLL WAS TENTATIVELY ReESCHeDyLeb TO TAKE THe POLYGRAPH EXAWM
ON JANUARY 26 UR JANUARY 27, 1970

UACb, ATLANTA DIVISIUN WILL SubMIT NO FURTHER IgL_zL'HPc.o Iy
IHIS MATTER UNTIL POWELL 1S POLYGRAPHxD,. !{EC:Z/7H’

POWeLL BRUTHERS , LEUN AND CLAUDLE ,YSROUULD B CONDIDERED
PUTENTIALLY DANGERUUS.
SN o

Cib ACK FblHQ Tu

8 4 JAN 30 1976
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Assoc. Dir. _

~ Dep.~A.D-Adm.__. §

Dep.-A.D.-Inv.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Asst. Dir.:

' Al N Admin. _______ §

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO st e 7

D T ~ i ] Ext. Aff&’irs____ ,’

R e JAN 1,9 1976 4 Faat g 2 |
- TLPW ) cet 16732

2244 PM NYIEL 1~13=706 LMY 0 7% 4 /

Ident. TR SRR

TELETYPE © 7 ( pe

Intell. VAR,
Laboratory -
Plan. & Eval. —
Spec. Inv. . —
’ s d. PTraining i
DIRECTOR y Fbl (44-55861) b i il
Telephone Rm. -
> ‘ LS ! Director Sec’y _—__ }
SAC, MEMPHIS Director Sec’y :

SAC, EL PASO (44-3520)

FROMN :  SAC, ATLANTA (44-25860) (P)

MURKIN

RE ATLANTA NITeL T0 THe BUREAU DATED JANUARY 16, 1376.

ON JANUARY 16, 1976, Ae RAY GUDFReY WAS CONTACTeD CONCERNING
HIS WILLINGNESS TO SubMIT TO A POLYGRAPH wXAMINZ AT THe ATLANTA
OFFICE OF THE FBI AT WHICH TIME GOUFREY STATED "1 AM INNOCENT"
AND HE THEN ADVISED THAT HeE DID NOT WISH TU TAKE ANY PULYGRAPH
EXAMINE AND HE STATeD HE bIb NOT WisH IO TALK TO THe Fbl ANY
FURTHER AWD IF THe Fol NeaDS ANY FURTHER INFORMATION THEY
SHOULD CONTACT HIS ATTURNLY 4 JACK V:buuﬂaaY, AT TeELEPHONE
NUMBERS 6590=967 OR 3994-83c 1. !L; RECJ slihg

ON THe saMe DATeE, LeON OWeN POwiLL ADVISED THAT He IS
WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINe AND STATeb THAT HE WD Wl s
Bt AT THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THe FbI SOMETIMe DETWEEN O3B AND

7:60 Peiie UN JANUARY 19, 1976, FOR THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINE.

-

8 i

UACB, ATLANTA DIVISIUN WILL NUT CONTACT ARNULD RAY GODFREY
ANY FURTHER UR HIs ATTORNEY 4 JACK Ve DURSEY .

END OF PAGE NUMBER ONa

84 JAN30 1978
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AT 44-23556

POweLL BROTHERS LeUN AND CLAUDE SHUULL Bie CONSIDERED
POTENTILALLY DANGEROUS.
END

C¥Mb FBIHQ@ CLR Tu
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| Assoc. Dir. —
Dep.~A.D. Adm..__.

S;fl(}\ ! Dep-A.D-Inv.— \

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. vat
Ext
Fﬂe
Mn‘v“ e
Ident Pl L R S ‘a
|
A

S

Inapecuon
,Intell.
Laboratoty ——
pPlan. & Eval. —
Spee. Inv. ———
| Training ——
{ Legal Coull e
{ Telephone Rm. —
} Director Sec’y

evm—

84 JAN3O 1976
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Assoc ”v.’ur. il
Dep.-A D.-Adm.
RAL : Dep.-A.D.-Inv,
b TIONG QECT Asst. Dir.:
JUNICATIONS SECTION e, Dl
Comp. Syst. ——
Ext. Affairs ——

Files & U9 3 !
Gen. Inv. SV |
Ident. .. XIHEE§

Inspection

g Intell. b
NRB@S L j Laboratoty ————
Plan. & Eval. —
Spec. Inv. —— —
Training -
Legal Coun. - e
Telephone R o §
Director

\""”T' v I AT
: 4 .

RE ATILAN iy
. B Y o A ANITAD y
L] :,T!".‘!"A‘ Y 20 9

RECONTACT FO DA
i Vi L'S RELATIVES DETERMINED

NOW MOVUFE ) . P

OVl ( | o S CORNER ROOMING HOUSE 1LOCATED
OF AlS N T AN MV T ke
Ul L STREET AND CANDLER ROAD IN ATLANTA

i [a,

RFLA A T - i
ELf ADVISED THAT POWELL DOES NOT HAVE

THAT ADDRE \ TTET . i
g G s AND EMPTS TO LOCATE HIM HAVE BEEN NFGATIVE

ATI AMTA v ~
! J.]. ¢ T_’ ot L LUULAL ! 31 4 K '/rﬂ‘ ) NE’A‘ v '—- A ™ T‘,“}’_:‘ _".",“ Pi\"r.’" To

HTM AP SAD 1 - v

HIM APPEAT AND TaA (F P’)Y‘Y{'JTDA‘D}: EXA MI NA TTON DHURTINC TUFE
FERRIIARY ©
WU f ) 9

NTA i G ~ — =
fa NI L SUBMIT (NO 'ElUR THI TEIETYPRG 1N
i t : I R ) 9 il bt LN

NTIL POWELI

IS POLYGRAPHED

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND C R
W U MLNOe D) b8 [AY ) i O ’ S LD E 1 CD.‘CT‘T?‘?_W

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.

FEB6 1976
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P61 (Rev. 2-20-74)

Transmit in

(Type in plaintext or code) (Precedence)

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) 1/23/16

(Date)

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI  (44-38861)

- R
| MURKIN /

re urtelcall of 1/22/76 and urteletype dated 1/22/76

1. ITEMS ENCLOSED PREPARED BY EXHIBITS SECTION, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION:

One revised artist's conception drawing

2. ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
A. Have witness(es) view item(s) for evaluation.

(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

B. If modification is necessary, submit additional information and any pertinent com-
ments of witness(es) to Exhibits Section, Administrative Division.

z
=
]
o
<
=
B~
-3
(3]
=~
~
<
)
-5
-2
-~
o

C.  When likeness is approved by witness(es) any extra copies needed should be made or
obtained locally. If local copying facilities are not available additional copies may be
requested from Exhibits Section.

As the case progresses, advise Exhibits Section re use and effectiveness of item(s)
as investigative aid(s). Upon apprehe;;on of subject(s) submlt arrest photographs(s).

Three photocopies of drawmg also be1ng sent to YOUL Y Taue s
NOT RECORDED
22 JAN 27 1976

(Do not type below this line.) -

1 - General Investigative Division (Mr. Helterhoff) (Enc.) (Sent Direct) ‘

GPN/ml |
oS |

¥ ol
* bl Fé,

b 1 JAN Lj 01976

MAIL ROOM [ ] TELETYPE UNIT ]
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External Affairs Division
(Attention: Tom Coll)

Mr. R. J. Gallagher
(Attention: J. S. Peelman)

The Attorney General January 22, 1976
Mr. W. R. Wannall !
? Mr. J. G. Deegan
Director, FBI Mr. S. F. Phillips
Mg, J. T. Aldhizer

DEMONSTRATION BY RESEARCH ACTION
GROUP ON ASSASSINATION

This letter is to alert you to an inquiry which
may be made of you concerning the assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr.

At 11:30 A.M., January 15, 1976, a group of 15 demon~
strators representing the Research Action Group on Assassination
appeared at the New York Office of the FBI. Robert Ranftle, X
spokesman for this group, was met by one of the Special Agents
in charge of our New York Office. Ranftle stated the purpose

, |of the demonstration was to bring to the publlc s attention
/the possibility that a conspiracy existed in the killing of

i Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and that this should be pursued.
/ The demonstration lasted one hour and was peaceful.

Ranftle was advised by our representative that the
Attorney General of the United States is currently reviewin
/Lhe FBI investigation of Dr. King's death. He was also advised
/ that the New York Office did mot have the complete investi-
j gative file concerning this matter.

Ranftle indicated he would communicate with the
Attorney General concerning this matter.

Files of FBI Headquarters and our New York Office
contain no pertinent information concerning the Research
Action Group on Assassination and Ranftle.

1 - Deputy Attorney General
Attention: Michael E. Shaheen, Jr.
Special Counsel for
Intelligence Coordination

1 -~ J. Stanley Pottinger i :
Assistant Attorney General 1 - 100-106670 (Martin
Civil Rights Division _~ luthe¥XKing, .Ir.)

1 ~ 44-38861
1 - Richard L. Thornburgh >
Asg;stant Attorney General

5 6 JA Ctim@niy pivision

:}a-*”/

A
f A o

' T

Gy
sy
g7 L

JTA:adn % A e
(14) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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Letter to the Attorney General
Re: Demonstration by Research Action
Group on Assassination

NOTE:

Above information was provided in New York airtel
1/16/76 captioned "Demonstration by Research Action Group on
Assassination at NYO, 1/15/76," New York SAC meeting group was
Philip A. McNiff.
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