2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



s SRR § g “ 0. X N arge’“ : ujn:, i

oJa mes?J. : .t1anta foice of the FederaI.Bureau

wof, Investigatidn (FBI), i
‘Safety Director, Atlant

- referred Mr. Eaves. to h ener Ja

~July 30, 1975, in which Mr. Eaves volunteered to furnish a cepy
- of recent 1nvest1gation conducted hy the Atlanta: P011c }

. ason, perta1ning to the murder of Doctor Mav,‘hf"
uLuther K1ng P v o

ves advised a*copy of‘the 1nvestiga

?'tbe made ava11ab1gfthrough Capt?1n K. E. Burnette, Inte111genee

. 975 Captain K. E. Burnette, Intelligence
‘B reau of Polic vEervices, furnished a copy of the :
‘ ‘11ce Department Inyestigation, which is attached

fther retommendat1ons ner cons1usio:“
y of ‘the FBL and. is loaned to zgg
: “be- ‘rib ‘out
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1 :garunent of Justipe, uashington, D. c,r,
requesting n : pertaining. to the murdér of Doctor Mart‘ln
‘Luther: King; Jr. - Mr,.Eaves advised that as of that time, a.reply
had not been péceived by him'from the U. S..Department of Justice, -

ington, ' 'He was advised that this would be brought- to the
ttent on of the Ui s nepartment of: Ju,tice at the tmé"* whem the:
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Investigative Contacts
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however ,"_fo,'r‘ purposes of clarity,
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iﬁdrug-re1ated conspiracy, the genera1 re11ab111ty of the narcotics 1nformation'ai
| submitted was deemed suff1cient to merit a comprehens1ve 1nvest1gation 1nto
??hts a]legat1ons of an Atlanta-based conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Mart1n Luther
King, Jr. Investigators then began to conduct a ser1es of 1nterv1ews with

31nd1v1duals whose familiar1ty w1th Natson and/or the subaects whom he specif-

? credibility of the conspiracy-re1ated informat1on. For the purpose of this

" sect1on of the summary. a11 of these 1nterv1ews w111 be reported 1n ) chrono-”

i 1ogica1 format, and the co11ect1ve resu1ts w111 then be ana]yzed 1n the genera1

t

"ﬁ(the four a11eged conspirators) through the FBI 1nd1ces.‘ The Bureau reported

system.i However. subsequent conversations with Bureau personne1 revea]ed that
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fand to be accepted by some element of society,, In their professionaI op1n1on.ﬁ

.[1dent1f1cat1on with 1aw enforcementufources (the DEA) on the other. Information

O e.which these sources were able to provide 1nto watson s background indicated that"

tithe subJect had a history of severe asthma which during his childhood, resulted
{1n 1solation from his peer group and 1n an overly protective attitude on the part
}of his parents.- Since the death of his father in 1966, watson. an on]y ch11d,
}hae been obsessive1y protected by his mother and materna1 grandmother with hi

only apparent outlet his passion for archeology and ancient artifacts.
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tion f.the_délfery was escribed.

though 1t was sub=

. Mrs L*]ijan*wafé%n.was~intef
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"counse] in his 1ast arrest and tria] Mr. Brookins was extremely cooperative
'and was willing to discuss his c1ient at 1ength

ff'Mr. Brookins stated that his first professiona1 contact with the"Natsons
‘had been in_1970 when Mrs. watson engaged him to fi]e a suit against Ni]iiam
'Arnette.i;He stated that. 1n Apr11 of 1970 Mrs Natson had written him a 1etter,
tin which she stated that she had a problem but could not confide 1t ”if I va1ue
-{my 11fe and that of my son.“é Mrs. watson did write. 1n the same 1etter, that.
qiif Mr. Brookins aided her, there would be a 1ot of money for both him and her son,'

Mr. Brookins. according to his statement, has maintained 2 professional

re]ationship as Byron s attorney during h1s two major narcotics convictions a :

?Erelationship which degenerated into hosti1ity on the part of . the Watsons when
hBrookins advised Byron to plead guilty in his last hearing During the course
‘of this reiationship, Mr. Brookins stated that he had been fu]]y briefed by the
-watsons regarding the conSpiracy ailegations, was aware of Fensterwaid‘s interest
;in the matter, but in his own words, seriously doubted Byron s credibi]ity;in 2

fﬁthat regard
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ad?made a trip to Thai]and 1n 1972 and to Ch11e 1" 1974'; Regarding the 1atte‘.

;Jeft the country d1rect1y following the assass1nation._ On Ju1y 2 1975, Mrs Jean
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“James Kemp
Raymond . Anderson‘
Larry Meier: .
Willian Arnette

‘Authority 'on pre Columb an Art
Authority on Civil War Relics.
Ba ker and'Real Estate. Entrep eneur

Sutherland and 7ohn5Nelson are princ pé

i
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was an 1nvestor 1n the company. as be1ng ultra-conservative and very racial]y
prejud1ced agaihst biacks.@ Mr. Souther]and states that Jimmy Kemp died seueral
years ago.tJWe also asked Mr. Southerland 1f he was acquainted with Congressna
Larry McDona]d, and he stated that he was and that to h1s know]edge the on1y
other.berson 1nvo1ved 1n the Magel]an Ga11er1es who was acquainted w1th the 4
Congressman wou]d be Jerry Adams He cou1d not personally reca11 1f Mr. McDonald
had ever visited the ga11ery but. of course, he was not there 1n the day-to-day

operat1on of the ga]lery'.f;‘ﬁ

tn some type of rac1a1 1nc1dent (probabTy the burning of a sch001 bus) back 1n
fehhessee when he was a young man. and that Purce11 used to talk about the :
1nc1dent from t1me to t1me. According to Mr. SoutherTand Purce11 was 11v1ng
1n c11nton. Tennessee, the last t1me he had contact with h1m (about f1ve years
ago ) and that Purcel] s ex-wife, Patsy Purce]l as wel] as his brother named

John Purcell still 11ved 1n the metropo11tan At1anta area° i

Mr, SoutherIand be11eved that Larry Meier 1s now employed by‘the state of
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Representative Stewart B.
Governor George Wallace
Senator. Henry Jackson .
Senator Charles Percy
Senator Edward Kenned
Dick Gregor

Mark Lane

Carl Oglesby
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Through 1ohgvasspéjati6ﬁ‘with‘Ray,~;,

in hiéiﬁbSt;recent tatements, a
ied,Oh thpodghﬂMdgeTlans‘andﬁasgoéiatés:~
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1 egal assisthnceui"Ray s defense.
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not admit. to knowing Mrs.’Mathews,

on mafntains is not sign
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r?Of equai interest to investigators was Livingston s statement regarding

The Rev. Samuei B Ky]es. a 1oca1 civii rights activist who had been on the
,baicony with Dr. King when he was kiiied Rev. Kyies was the State s principai;
,witness against Ray._ According to Mr. Livingston, Andrews described the deaii
,(to kiii King) as going down in an area of Memphis which. when retraced, was
‘found to be the area of the Rev, Kyies church Detectives subsequently
fiearned from sources, independent of Mr. Livingston. that Rev. Kyies church,
{is'a very poor one. but that, after the assassination, a number of apartment
buildings, owned by Mr. Kyies. were constructed in that area. It was also
'aiieged by reiiabie sources that, on Ju]y 16, 1975, the day Memphis newspapers
reported our presence in that city. Rev. Kyies ieft unexpected]y for Chiie‘

;Q.At Mr. Livingston s suggestion. investigators then taiked with Mr. Hayne

\u

Chastain in Mr. Livingston s presence.v Mr. Chastain is currentiy a Memphis

in Memphis._ Mr. Chastain agrees with Mr. Livingston that Ray was not a ione

iof At]anta.. Chastain beiieves Youngbiood to aiso be associated with Robert

Vesco in Costa Rica.‘ Youngbiood aiso uses the aiias of Jack Armstrong.

,Jim s Cafe and ordered breakfast.. Jim s Cafe occupies the iower portionjof thez

'King was fired Besides piacing Youngbiood on the scene approximateiy'one;and
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of a conspiracy were totally erroneous.; Mr. Adams also agreed to take a’ 6

polygraph examination to ver1fy this statement TR et
On July 22 1975, investigators 1nterviewed Mr. Lawrence Meier regarding

i his know]edge of Magellans and of an al!eged conspiracy.‘ Mr. Mefer, now chief
mak1ng propos1tion.{ while Mr. Meier conceeded that Adams. Suther1and. and 2

'”S‘bﬂﬂy for Mageﬂans faﬂure square1y upon the shoulders of WHHam Arnette.
LMr, Meier a]]eged that Arnette, after draining the Mage11an treasury for hist:

Vfwarehouse 1n Cqumbus, Georg1a. This coIIection, acquired and imported 111ega11y
i according to Meier. Arnette subsequently donated for exh1b1t1on purposes to the

fMuseum 1n Coiumbus to avoid 1nqu1r1es by author1t1es Mr. Me1er a1so suggested

jviewed He confirmed that the process of disbanding the bus1ness was begun 1n

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




[ . i

the assassination of Dr..
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;iconcrete basis for discred1t1ng the al]egations made by Robert Byron Watson,

| ‘that a specifica]ly designated At]anta-based conspiracy was operative 1n thei
;i968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther K1ng, Jr. However, this conc]us1on,.
f'ibased str1ct1y upon a thorOugh evaluation of all 1nvest1gat1ve f1nd1ngs, has

inot been superf1c1a11y arr1ved at and 1s tendered on1y after an 1ntense '
i1nqu1ry into al] aspects of the 1nformation furn1shed by the source._ Given
J;the complex1ty of the 1nvestigation, as wel] as the attend1ng pub11c1ty |
‘ ﬁwhich the case generated th1s section 1s 1ncorporated as a general ana1ysis'i

L of the entire effort and the spec1fic,ev1dence obtained to support the above}}

& »(, 2%

aconclusion._ g{_h'7f}}ﬁﬂthh'“fl."égff“ﬁnﬁj*fa;ﬂ:';ffrﬁx :
o As previous]y c1ted, max1mum 1nvest1gat1ve effort has been directed
towards eva]uating both the source S genera1 cred1b111ty and the re11ab111ty

‘“vof the spec1f1c a11egat10ns deta111ng an At1anta—based conspiracy. wh11e. 4 :

his particular 1nvestigation has been comp]icated, and therefore extended by
1' W{ithe source s erat1c cred1b111ty pattern.‘ In conduct1ng an objecttve 1nvest1-

gat1on into a11 facets of the source s a11egat1ons severa1 factors surfaced

h'wh1ch 1n1t1a11y tended to ref]ect positive1y on the re11ab111ty of the entire ,T'fﬂ

document.mri' b

‘ To re1terate. he cred1b111ty of the source 3 origfna1 1nformatdon,

?degree. watson s know1edge of narcotics activities has bee ‘documented td the .
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orﬂhave ever been 1nvo]ved 1n maJor cr1m1na1 operations of this type

4 Mr. N1111am Arnette s descr1pt1on of his fellow assocfates 1s not borne 4
'out 1n the comments of a11 other sources 1nterv1ewed Rather. further 1nVesti-
gation established that Arnette 1eft Mage]lans under a c]oud of suspicion and
that the. mutuathost111ty between Arnette and his former partners probany
contributedggreatly to his negative attitude towards them. ke
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directed towards determining the veracity of the At]anta-based conspiracy

'Valleged by Watson and was in no way focused upon the broader goa1 of sub-

stantiating whether or not Dr. King s murder resuited from a conspiracy.
‘Therefore. while in the course of our specific investigation we were h;
i:furnished with information concerning other possib]e conspiracies, we have fiﬁ
: no basis for assessing the reliabiiity of these 1eads, and we are restricted

by Jurisdictiona] and manpower considerations from future attempts at doing

1967 untii Apr11 of 1968 If Andrews background as a member of the terrorist

.,xi‘

};observation that Jack Youngb]ood an a11eged Castro gunrunner. was identified

AT
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it would seem that at 1eastta perfunctory

againét Ray, have éhy‘éredibility.“

£
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