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for excis:i::ng and review at FBIHQ by representatives' of 
the -House Select Comm.i ttee on Assassinations~'. 

_ File No. -f '-f- ,3f f b / -
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Serials (oOS± . through (o "L Q s-
(except following serials not in 
file on this date; 
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Enc1'6sure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure: . 
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Assoc. Dir. 

Pep. AD Ad,.. - 

D,p. AD Inv. - 

Asst. Dir., 

Ad n, in. 

PLAINTEXT TELETYPE 

TO ATLANTA ( 44-2386) 

EL PASO (44-920) 

MEMPHIS ( 44- 1987) 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-3886]) 

0 
NITEL 

2/3/76 

1 - Mr. Peelrnan 

1 - Mr. Helterhoff 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

HAS REQUESTED FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE 

THE ALLEGATION OF LEON OWEN POWELL AND CLAUDE POWELL, JR. 

ATLANTA AND EL PASO SHOULD THOROUGHLY REVIEW THE 

INTERVIEWS OF THE POWELLS NOTING THE DIFFERENCES IN EACH 0 

THEIR VERSIONS AND REINTERVIEW THE POWELLS TO FURTHER 

RESOLVE ALL DETAILS OF THIS ALLEGED MEETING IN THE BAR. 

DETERMINE WHEN AND HOW MANY TIMES THEY TALKED WITH EACH dTHER 

ABOUT THIS ALLEGED MEETING SINCE ITS OCCURRENCE. DETERMINE 

FROM THEM HOW IT CAN BE VERIFIED THAT THEY WERE IN ATLANTA 

AT THE TIME OF THE ALLEGED MEETING AND CONDUCT ANY 

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO VERIFY THEY WERE ACTUALLY 

IN ATLANTA AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING. HAVE EACH OF THE 

POWELLS PREPARE A DIAGRAM OF THE INTERIOR OF PETE'S BAR, 

INCLUDING THE BOOTH WHERE EACH PARTICIPANT O' THE AthGD 

-110 
HNH : bap ( 4) 

Ext. Affairs — 

Gen. Inv.   

Ident.   

Inspection   

Intel1.   

Laboratory 

Plan. & End. 

Spec. Inn.   

Training   

Legal on   

Telephone Rm. — 

Director Sec'y - MAIL ROOM 

FEDERAL £UREAU OF rnvErIGAno 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

F 

TELETYPE UNIT 

SEE NOTE PAGE 5... 

11 

GPO 975 0 - 56-929 

( 
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PAGE QWO 44-3886]) 

MEETING WAS SEATED. DETERMINE FROM EACH IF THE UNSUB (RALPH 

LNU) HAD ANY TYPE OF AN ACCENT. EL PASO QUESTION CLAUDE 

SPECIFICALLY RE POLYGRAPH INDICATING HE HAS POSSIBLE 

KNOWLEDGE REGARDING THE UNIDENTIFIED PERSON AS SET FORTH 

IN YOUR JANUARY 20, 1976, TELETYPE. 

EL PASO SHOULD SHOW THE ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH 

(LNU) (THE FINAL, AS PREPARED BY LEON OWEN POWELL) TO CLAUDE 

POWELL, JR., IN A SPREAD OF PHOTOGRAPHS. EL PASO SHOULD 

ALSO INTERVIEW CO-WORKERS OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., TO DETERMINE 

IF HE HAS TALKED ABOUT THIS ALLEGED MEETING. RE-CHECK 

RECORDS OF SCOTTISH INN FOR RECORD OF ANY OUTGOING CALLS MADE 

BY CLAUDE POWELL, JR. 

ATLANTA SHOULD ASCERTAIN IF ANY RECORDS ARE IN EXISTENCE 

TO ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF ALL FORMER EMPLOYEES OF PETE'S BAR 

AND INTERVIEW THEM FOR ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THIS INCIDENT AND 

ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY RALPH (LNU). 

ATLANTA SHOULD ALSO IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW ALL 

KNOWN FORMER CUSTOMERS OF PETE'S BAR NOTING THAT DIANE BRADY, 

WHO OPERATES "THE OFFICE" BAR, STATED A LOT OF THE CUSTOMERS 

ARE STILL AROUND AND FREQUENT HER BAR, "THE OFFICE." 
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PAGE THREE (44-3886)) 

MAKE FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW "DUKE." 

ATLANTA SHOULD MAKE FURTHER EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 

"DOTTIE," A FORMER EMPLOYEE OF PETE'S BAR. IF NECESSARY, 

IF IT CAN BE ARRANGED, HAVE DIANE BRADY OBSERVE DOTTIE UNDERHILL TO 

DETERMINE IF SHE IS IDENTICAL WITH THE DOTTIE FORMERLY EMPLOYED AT 

PETE'S BAR, SINCE UNDERHILL DENIED SHE EVER WORKED THERE. 

ATLANTA SHOULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION INTO THE BACKGROUND 

OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY TO ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE THE ALLEGATION 

BY THE POWELLS THAT HE INTRODUCED THE UNSUB TO THEM IN THE 

BAR. IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW HIS RELATIVES, ASSOCIATES, 

INCLUDING ANY "COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER" ASSOCIATES. 

PARTICULARLY DETERMINE IF GODFREY EVER KNOWN TO ASSOCIATE 

WITH A RALPH AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW RALPH. 

VERIFY GODFREY'S PRESENCE IN ATLANTA AT TIME OF ALLEGED 

MEETING. CRD STATED GODFREY'S ATTORNEY SHOULD NOT BE 

CONTACTED AT THIS TIME. 

ATLANTA INTERVIEW JACKIE POWELL, 4163 CANBY LANE, DECATUR, 

GEORGIA, WIFE OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., FOR ANY KNOWLEDGE 

OF THIS INCIDENT, INCLUDING WHETHER CLAUDE POWELL, JR., EVER 

TOLD HER ABOUT THIS ALLEGED PAYMENT OFFER. 
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PAGE FOUR ( 44-3886]) 

ATLANTA AND EL PASO SHOULD SHOW THE ARTIST'S CONCEPTION 

OF RALPH (LNU) IN A SPREAD TO ALL PERTINENT WITNESSES. 

ATLANTA REINTERVIEW DOROTHY DAVIS RE REMEMBERING 

WHETHER HER HUSBAND EVER TOLD HER OF ANYONE COMING INTO BAR 

WITH LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY, OR IF SHE HAS ANY KNOWLEDGE OF 

THIS INCIDENT; SHOW ON AN ATLANTA CITY MAP LOCATION OF PETE' S 

BAR IN COMPARISON TO WHERE JAMES EARL RAY HAD STAYED IN 

ATLANTA. 

THE CRD IS ADVISING THE USAS AT ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS 

OF THE INSTITUTION OF THE INVESTIGATION RE THE POWELL 

ALLEGATION. CRD, HOWEVER, REQUESTED TEUT YOU DO NOT 

DISSEMINATE ANY INFORMATION TO THE USAS. IF THE USAS 

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, ADVISE THEM TO CONTACT THE CRD DIRECT. 

CRD STATED THE FBI SHOULD NOT COMMENT TO ANY INQUIRIES 

FROM THE NEWS MEDIA CONCERNING THIS INVESTIGATION AND ANY SUCH 

INQUIRIES SHOULD BE REFERRED TO THE CRD. 

ATLANTA SHOULD COORDINATE ALL ASPECTS OF THIS 

INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE THE POWELL ALLEGATION. HANDLE ANY 

ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED AND IF ANY 

QUESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPTLY 

CONTACT FBIHQ. 
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PAGE FIVE (44-3886]) 

PROMPTLY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION AND SUTEL 

SUIIMARY ON A DAILY BASIS UNTIL THIS INVESTIGATION 

IS COMPLETED. HANDLE ANY LEADS OUT OF YOUR 

DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT TO SECTION 27, 

VOLUME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. 

END 

NOTE: See Peelman to Ga1gher memorandum, same date, 
same caption. 
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FD-36 ( Rev. 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

Via 
os 

Al RTEL 
I 

TO: ' DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SC, NEW YORK 

H 

FBI 

ate: 

S 
Y/76F1DE t t A L 

1—•j J yn plaintext or COdLASSIFED BYs)?tLLi4 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25)L '1 

(Priority)  

E (0 
B 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION BY RESEARCH ACTION GROUP ON 
ASSASSINATION AT NYO, 1/15/76 

D 

ReButel call from Supervisor THOMAS B. CALL, 1/14/76. 

At 11:30 AM, l/l5/76a group of fifteen ( 15) 
/ demnstrators representatgRése c±pnGrQp on_ 

j/ Aassination appeared at th p e New York Office of t1ie Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. RO .EILE, spokesman for 
the group, was met by SAC PHILIP A. MC NIFF. 

According to RANFTLE, the purpose of the__ 
demonstration was to bring to, the public's attention 
the possibility that a conspiracy existed in the killing 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. and that this should be 
pursued. 

RANFTLE was advised that the Attorney General of 
the United States is currently reviewing the FBI 
investigation of Dr. KING's death. They were also advised 
that the NYO does not have the complete investigative files 
concerning this matter. 

PANFTLE indicated he would communicate with the 
Attorney General concerning this matter. 

The 9 al - remePLASSIFIED DE 

¶'iiW!' ! 
fop 
9718 ,1 

 Aric r-ur M Per   

Special Agent in Charge UUPJ r ULJ'J JJLERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

-- Bureau 

1 - New 

MMN : mgm 

(3) 

Approved• 

- 

and was peaceful. 

15 JAN 19 1976 
FEB 10 

1969 0 - 

U
N
R
E
C
O
R
D
E
D
 
C
O
P
Y
F
I
L
E
D
 I

N 
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4 
At 
kip 

New York indices contain no record of Research 

Action Group on Assassinat-on. 

NYfile 100-128968, entitled "LI,TION MAGAZINE", 

serial 487, contains a report byY 7615--hted 7/29/75, 
advising that Liberation is now working with the 
Assassination Information Bureau, a group from Boston. 
CARL OBELSBY and BOB KATZ have recently visited NYC to 

hold meetings with local activists on the group's 
work. Local contact is ROBERT RANFTLE, telephone 

982-8545. 

-2-

CONFDEN'1-

J 

( 
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;1.~•··· ,rj.. 
4-22 (Rev. 6-26-73) 

r· .,tc \' \,ederal Bureau Qf Inve,tigation 
Records Section .!ll. 

' _ ____;1=/....;;2;;;..;-:...=c___ 

CJ Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
CJ Service Unit - Room 6524 . 
CJ Forward to File Review 

,19_. 

C:=J Attention ____________ _ 
[X] Return to Aldhizer 4017 JEH 4643 

Supervisor Room Ext. 

Type of References Requested: 
c=JRegular Request (Analytical Search) 
liiJ All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)_ 
c=J Subversive References Only 
C:=J Nonsubversive References Only 
CJ Main ______ References Only 

Type of Search Requested: · 
CJ Restricted to Locality of ______ _ 
~E!kdct Name-Only (On the Nose) 
CJ Buildup C=:J Variarions 

Research Action Group on 
Subject Assassination 
Birthdate & Place _____________ _ 
Address _________________ _ 

Localities ________________ _ 
Searcher 

R ,,__ ____ Date ______ Initials ___ _ 

Prod. __________ _ 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 

/J/~~ , 

' 

I 
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FD-36 (Rev.- S-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

Via  7\TR9'TT.  

FBI 

Date: 
1/15/76 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

1 

(Priority) 

TO; DIPECTOIL FBI ( 44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, EL PASO ( 44-92O) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re El Paso teletype to Bureau, 1/8/76, 

Enclosed for the Bureau and receiving offices 
are two copies each of an FD-302 reflecting interview of 
CLAUDE POWELL, JR., at Midland,. Texas, on 1/8/76. 

El Paso Division will leave this matter pending 
until such time as the Bureau or receiving offices request 
additional interview or polygraph examination of CLAUDE 
POWELL, JR. 

C11 V 
Bureau (Enc. 2 

2- Atlanta ( 44-2638) 
2- Memphis (Enc. 2) 
2-- El Paso 
FWN:pm 
(8) 

Approved 

8 4 FEB 19 1976 

(Enc. 2) 

; 

23 J; 23 1976 

Sent  M Per   
eial Age in Charge GPO 1970 0 402-735 
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S 

INCONS FEB5 1976 

0i;[- FEB 5 l lEc 
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;I PTL 

1/15/76 

TO C'?C. PTI ( 44 35 1.) 

SO (4 2O) (P) 

mmc 

aro tr,:) 

o Fl " so tltyre to rou 

Enclosed -!c.,r the Bureau anti rcivi- ofic 
COT'At-s each cf ar, 3r2 refltctirg interview 0 r 

T. t 1dlr,i, cr 

l Pv3o Divisior, will laavo this ratter pending 

mtti uc ti as the 71ur otau or rciviq offices 

aitOfll 1ntrviw or Oi?h ictiori of (?WLW 
?7!L 

(17 c. 2) 
r \tlztt ( 44 ? S3) (Tc. ?) 
2 Mth13 (Ere 2) 

Fl P'sO 
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Date __ l-=--/.:..:.15,:...:/~7~6 ___ ___ 

Room. • . POWELL was advised of the identities o th 
interview.i~g Agents and at the outset Of .the intervi 

. was asked if he had been in contact with any member ·o~:.,;~~:".::'.~ 
· I his family· or in particular, · his.· brother, LEON l>OWELL. • 
· POWELL denied. being in cbntact ;With any member, .of, his 

famj.ly, including LEON POWELL, since his departure from 
· ; Atlanta, Georgia, on December. 31, ,1975 •. He was then· 

interviewed as. follows: .. 

POWELL.was asked if he·had ever been offered 
a large sum of money to commit: a murder, and he immediately· 

. -1,volunt'eered. that he had. been offeJ::ed ~ $25,000 shortly be-i ·· 
· fore the actual . assassirutd01 of MARTIN LUTHER KING to 

'. murder MARTIN : LUTHER l<ING.. He recalled the circumstance~.· 
of that offer as follows: 

.; Approximately three 'to four weeks prior to the· 
·•. murder of MART!N LUTHER . KING., he and his b:r:other, LEON 

POWELL, were ., 'se,ated in. a booth in Pete's Bar on Moreland ,· . 
Avenue,. in 1\:tlanta·, Georgia •. · A friend of h;l;s brother, RAY 

' GODFU.Y, a mus . .ician and At.l.anta City employee, join.ea., them.· 
at thetr booth and eng~ge4 in conversation with :LEON. He.:· 
paid. no particular attention to what LEON and RAY were ... · 
·talking about •. GODFREY left the booth, and, in approximately 
10 to 15 minutes, ·an individual previously unknown to him, · 

· ~~ehi~. :heir b~oth and .s7ated hims~l~ op~e>_site £~o~- LEON,. 
'" • : ' ' ' ' , •.1 i , '<' ' I ,,, 

··· •··• ·•·• · . · As this unknown person sat down, he placed· an ,< .. 
expensive;..looking black brief case on the table. He described 
the unknown·person·as being a white male, approximately 5 1 8 11 

1 

· in height, medium build, approximately 150 pounds, , .. 
approximately 30 .years of age. fOWELL explained that the · .·· · 
unknC>l'.ln person appeared to him to be out of place in such: 
an e.stablishment as Pete's Bar, in view of his dress, 

.,):~hich did not fit into the crowd that frequented Pete's 
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Whe unknown person intpress·ed . him as bei~_g a .<well ~dupated 
, person, who a];ipea:red to bs. a professional type .such asa 

lawyer-. He said the unknown person was clean cut, and 
.. ver:y calm and,· cool in hi.s ·· manner. He stated the unknown 

person may have introduced,. himself, but he does · not 
recall any·names •. The µ:nk~own person asked LEON and him 

· if they wanted to· pull a job.·· . !le does not known the · 
exact wording, · but he questioned the. unknown person · 

·.concerning.the nature of the job, and how much money it 
paid. ·· · The unknown person told· him and LEON that he wanted 
them to do away with someone arid when POWELL que·stioned , · 
t;.:he t:1,n~n?Wll :p~rson fu:i;-t;ller, he \'{a,s told tb.~t: it wa~ · · 

· ·, someone important .• · The. unknown: person then told him and . 
,LE0N tQa.t he ,,wanted them to kill MAR'?IN LTJTHER KJ:N,G, ·and would 
.pay them $2$:., 000 nc:>w and $25,000 when the JOb wa.s1 done. · 
'l'he u~known, ·J?ersq:n:'th~n opened his brief case which was 
ful:1 :of· wrapped'..cu~rency.: s'ome of the bills he· noticed were 
in $100 denominations. He stated that he was shocked by 
the statements·of the unk'nown person, and initially assumed 
that.it was·some sort·of prank or possibly a la-w enfor.c~ent 

. officer tryirig .to .trick him. i After the unknown. person 
. made the offer,'.,· he ignored any ,further conversation, . 
where.upon the unknc:>wn pars.on closed· his brief case and 

· departed. , .... · . .·· 

_ __ ' , : .. , . ··- ... , He has never had any fur~~er contact, nor did he 
ever ascertain the identity of the unknown . person, or. •· 
me.ans o.r r.ea.soh.· for the of.fared.,. payment to. kill. _MARTIN 
LUTHER KING •. He. related that ;he had gained the bad reputation 
of being a hoodlum. because of his past prison record, . 
participation in several f'ights, and ha.bit of carrying a 

· shotgun in his vehicle, . which he ·frequently· loaned_. to 
the bartender atPete's Bar whenever trouble occurred. 
He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this 

·· · incident, and further d.enied affiliation with any gl.'.'QUP .. · ... · ..• - .· ... · 
which advocated racial hatred. He admitted .that he had ~de•. : 
statements while drunk. to the effect that he had .no aversion • ·, 

· to killing blacks,. although he had never. seriousiy considered 
doing so. · · ·· ' · 

•'', 

POWELL stated he was shocked and dismayed to 
learn,·approximately three to fQur week.slater, that MARTIN 
LUTHER KING had .. been murdered. . He advised that he did not · 
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go to any law enforcement .. officers, ~d 'tel
11 'tlie~ ot the 

.above contact with, t,he unknown person, because .he felt · 
·he might become a suspe.ct iti the ·murder, of MAR'l'IN LtJTllER KING.,', . . ·• . . . .·. ' . . ·. I • . 

.'( ,,,• 

.. , .;h;:i,:,;::(,'.>(:,y\··po~:t,it··,was .theri•ti~qUE;,J,ted(tp a~;~;i,st-·t~::FB'l: '' 
J;>y, providing, ~n · arti:;;t·.·con,ception ·o.f the:W1knowrl",Pe1:son · . 

. who contacted him at Pe.teJs Bar by .the .use. of· a. facia:t 
identification catalogue,.; . · I:,t was explained to. POWELL 
that a sketch would be made from a c9mbd.nation o.f · , 
fec:ttures that .,he selected:: f.rom phot<>graphs; displayed in 
the catalogue. Each ca tegc>J::y in the cataJ.ogue was• .· 

,thoroµ;ghly:e~plained a1:1d1>hotog;i::amts· in tWes~ oateg~fes 
' were shown to POWELI'.,. POWELL then s·tate4 that he would 

be unable to. a.ssist'·1 in this regard becau.se l;le had. onl.y 
talked wfth the unknow;n. person .. :fo.r appro~~:tely ,f.i~e . · ·, · 

... minutes, ; and· tha.t he . wqul.d not . recognize . hi~ eve11 .if he was 
: brought into",:!}i.s motel,room ati.tha:t-•moment •.. 

' '> the : foilowin~i descr{~t,i "~ data • w~s obtained 
·interview and observation: 

•···ace 
Date 
Place 
He•igh 

: Weigh 

ucation 
· loymen 

CC•Upatio. 

' ',, ,"':r.': ,,, , -<' 

< .-,:...---....,......._..,'_, ... .' ,.·,::" ' ' 
:· ··____'.:-'~~~U?E. POWELL., JR,..· 

Junior Powell 
Shotgun Powell 
Male 
Wh

;, . ·.·, 
I ~]te·.··· ' . 

) Stephens ~ounty, ·:J~rgr~ 
,. '•··6 1 2 1; .. ;, :' 

170 
Gray-Black' 

·· Blue '., , ; 
' , , ., 'I 

Finished 4th grade ' 'i , , 
... Sei£ em;Ployed . ' •.·· ) :·',''' .· · 

Carpenter and dry Wall 
;>•finisher · ' ... ' /,:,·., ·· ,, · 

i ,;HEPSIE 'POWEI,l'.,'.,· . I(,;' 
.. , , Route 3.~ . Toccoa,' 

LEON POWELL, .. , 
·, Atlanta, Georgia 

mIBE:RT POWELL .. . 
Rout~ ... ·3,, Toe.coal·· Georgia 
.WENDELL . powgLL, · . . 
Belmont.; North Carolina ; 
'(addreE;s unknown) · · 

,EDWARD POWELL, 
ShaJn4pn,. Georgia, 

',:!)\,;', . 
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: FLORIS BRYSON'. . . .·. . .· 
· P~•ankli.n , ~or;th Carolina'(· 

.. (address unknown) :. · 
. ,, . . 'JACKIE POWELL ~ :;1 

'."'.:1/ir>un~mployed., 41(53 ·camby ·•·.-... (po' 'telephone, ,oecattil: ,· 
:,,:Saine, as wife 1 

',ti' ' _tiriligon i"' left bicep, "LOCY, 
,, , t, sny wife is so dear to nie.- , 
)t · 1'3 .. fi: ~ore arm, ''DOIS •1 inside 

. 
1
,.

11 
,right forearm, ''Too sweet 

r.: tO'' live··,· to mean· to· di·e''.•; , 
,;: across chest J "BONN.IE" upper . 

. ri9ht($houlder, · ''BETTY,., UPP1P 
left · shou,lcler . . . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



::.·•:: ,' ':.. \ .. · .. •1\·'' . :_-!. ,:: • '"\,, .. ,·; ,' :< J • ·i:·., ''.·, '.fi, ·1:, f'.. ,, ' ' 

ctAtJDE .. • POWELL , ' JR. , Was located at the 
Inn·~· 1;: 1 -1tn,terstcite aighway 20 at HOl.iday:Jtill Road, 
Roc:,m ?l:t ::i POWELL' was advised of the.·" identities of the 
intervie ·ng Agents a.nd at .the·· outset .. of the i tervi.ew · 

·,f '.was! af;lke(l .\f ,pe had been in contact with any ember of· 
. . ... his . family' X'" in particula:J;:, his brot):ler LEO POWELL .. -> 

' 'POWELL. ¢i~ni . <bei•ng 1 .in contact with a11y' ine .. · er of his 
family ih.qlu · ng LEON POWELL since his dep rture from 

·._ Atl.anta,, ·:cyeOr . a}:~::~n Decempe~>•~.;l.j 19/75 •-.' ~ wcis then, 
1nterviewed:;':,,~:1s1 ollows f . :: · "M'I: ;)' 

.· ... · .. , .. POWELL was< ~sked 1; hE! .had · . ,. . o.ffered .. , 
1 ·•a· large sull\ of mo·,. ey to commit a mur r ancl he immediately.· 

·•. ·· voluntee;rea ,that h had been•:offere :$25,000 shortly. be ... 
.. ,.fore the actual> as asinatiol'l ·of•·. IN. LUTHER KING to · . 
mu~der MA~,:'Iij1 1LtJT~E . KING. .He re lled ,the cir~umstances 

~f t~~t ~t1·e,r ~:!.J~:tl w~, "· - < . -. , .. . . 
, . , , i . 1\pproxitnatel three f out weeks prior to the , 

. murder of. MARTIN I.UT.HER KING, and his: brother, LEON · 
POWELL were s.ea.ted. in a oo Pete's .J3a·r on ,Moreland 
Avenue • in Atfpnta\:t'.qeorgi • A ·>friend of hi:S brother, RAY 
GODFREY, a musician and At nta City employee~ .. joined. them 

.1.at their ,booth an<:t epgage ·1:1 .conversation with LEON. He · 
, paid no particular:·,?tten o · to what LEON and. RAY .. were ··· · . 

··! tal. king abo~t. ct:ncl. GOOF, le t the booth iift~I' approximately •·.· 
· ·10 to 15 minute.s had .p ssed. · · ,· ... · •·, · · · · " , , · · · : 

• 1 ' ~•',' ,•i, ' , ,; ' ::
1 

., ,a; 
1 

,'' ' 1, ,,' • : ' :•1' ,.,', ,, , \.',," ,' ,' ' ' I , ' ,. " 

,i'.\:' Af~er ~O · iridiividual; p·r~viously 
own to him c · . .. eir.. h and· seated himself',· 

i opposite froJ+t . LEON. ''As•••·. unknown person· sa . 
down. he placed .. _ ensive .loo biaqk brief .case on -. 

, > table •. • ... H~ de . d · the unknown on as · being . a .wh± te. · 
)' · , ai>pro • y 5' 8 ,,, in he.igh di um build, 1 ~pproxima ·_, . 

· . ximately 30 year ge. POWELL explained ./1, : 
·,, , , ' , .. ', , lr:,, ·,,11' , 

person appeared.. to be out o.f place<,.:· ) , :,>, 
lishmen.t as Pet.e' ,i);.viewof·his dre~is.,:: •:,. 
t into the crowd . . . uented .Pete 's. sa· _.·· · ' . 

i · res:sed .·· · ·. · · - ·· well educa~e .·. · 
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'.,,person, ho appe~red to be ai1r~fessional ·t pe such as 
a lawyer. He said 'the unknown person was lean cut, ,, : • 

:\('. ~d vecy. lm and1 cool in h.;:3 manner. H said the 
; :{ .un);nown per on may have introduced llimsel but }:le does 
··•.·>: .. not recall a n~s. . The._· unknown ·per~o asked he an.a· 

LEON. if they anted ·to pull c1 job •. · He · es .not know , 
, 1 the exact word g 'but he questioned th unknown person 

, concerning, the . . r t,ure of the job and w. much money it ·, .. 
p~id. The unkno '1 ,:>erson told b,im and .LEON. that .. he wan­
ted them .to do., aw with someoreand hen. POWELL questioned. 

· the unknown person urther he was t Id that. it was someone · 
important. · - The un · own persdn th n .told liiln .and LEON that 

, he wanted them· to. kiI MARTIN . L ER KIN(; . and would pay 
them $25,000 now and $ 5,000 ,w'he the job :was ·done. The 
unknown ·person then ope ed, h;$'. rietcase,which was full. 

, of wrapped CllJ;:'rEmcv ~ so : of .t e bills . he not~ .ced were· 
· in $100· denqmipcitions. _· . ,st ted that he was shocked,by · 

the stat~me?1,ts'•of ,,tlle unkn."':w. person and initially assumed 
· that it C:~as. sq:me sort of p · nlc or possibly a law enforce~ 

ffient &ff'i~er: · tft-:tniJ .·. to t·r · · ·1c film·. • Af tar: :the unknown · 
person ma.de . ~he · o-f fer, h red any further conversa.;. 

, , tion whereupon the unkn _closed his brief .. case 
., and departed.. . , 

.. . , , .. , H~, ha..s :.~ev r had. any contact nor did , 
he ever' ~scertai:t.1 ::t: e · ideptity. of the_ unknown pe.rson or 

· 'means <>r reason .fo . the offered pa ~(!!nt .to kill MARTIN 
LUTHER<KING. : ije ·: elaten that he ha g.ainecl the bad , . . 
reputation of.'.i·~. g, a hoodlµin becau of his past prison . 
record, ,partt~i ati;on in•.se·veral fig ts and .. habit of carrying., 
a · shotgun in• h. s v~hicle, whi9h he fr quently loaned to · ..•. : / ;'. 

· the bartender. at Pet,e 's Bar whenever t ouble occurred. 
He denied ev receiving such. .,;m offer rior to this 

.. , incident an furtll.er denie.d affiliation with' any group··•. 
· 'which a·dvq ted 1 . •·. ,ragiaL hat,..red •. :He a · itted .that he 
; . • had· made ·at.ements while drunk to. the e ect that he,·· 

h,ad no av. rsion, to kill;ing, blacks, al thoug he had, . 
, .serious! ,.cons.idered d9ing, s~. · •·•·.{_:: .,: ,, 

\' :>·'.,\· \·::.,,, ' .. ?',1;·_ ,,:.'>·· :,' ,· .. ,.·,:·:(·,"'', ',: ,' 

twas then· requested t 
artist conception · -of 

· · Pete's Bar 
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. ' ' . / . 

··•· ':11, .. :_ttt,i 

iderttificati n catalog. It{was 'explained t I ,POWELL 
: that .a .. sketch would be: made _fr.om a ~e>mbina ... ioa of . 
features that ... e selected :ff:t,otil ohotograph~ displayed 

, in th~ cataloq Each cc1tegory in the cat lqg was i. .. . 

• , tho., .. ,•. r.o ... ug .. hJ,·y· · ex. o .. ·.· .. ·.·.~·.· •·····.·n .. ed ·.a. n .. ·d·:• ... •· ph .. tj.;t···o·. g··.r. a:R ... ~s .. 'in ... , .es··.e. categor.ie. s were ,shown to P l LL. ,, POWELL therl'. .state that he would 
, 

1 be 'unap].~ to. a $;i . i.n thi~. :regard l:>eea ,se he had o~lv. 
talked with the' unk own ,petsOJl_ .f.or appr ;~imatelv five minqtes 
and that' he would no retoqnize him ev: if he was brought 
· into his motel room a that, moment~' , . •,, ,, . . ' •, ·1;,' ' ,: ,, ,,,.,.,, ' . ' ' ' . . 

ta·. !~s ._;pbtai~ed. throu~h 

' ' ·, 

· POwett, JR. 
ior Powell 

hbtgun·l?owell 
ale 1 

•• 

::::n: ~Wl~Y, 
6 ' 2," · · ~'.~ , . · 

70. pounds · · 
ay•black 

Georgei;l 

e. ··.,.. , , ., 
·shed· 4th·· grade' 

· emp loye:d( . . ., 
nter and dry wall' 
er · •.,, 
. POWE~t

1
', . 

,·.Toccoa, 
··• Lt,·. . 

, eorgia 
HUBE. LL •.·• 
Route· · '· 

.:, WENI)EL LL, 
Belman th Ca 
(adore ·o · 
DWARD. 
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Date __ .1.:../.....:.1_.,.:S/""-7_;6:..--__ _ 

1. 
~ ' ' . 

CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was locate.cf ·at the Sc.ottish 
Inn ·Motel, Interstate Highway 20 at Holid~y ~ill Roa¢!,. 
Room 211. POWELL was advised of the· identities of the· 
interviewing Agents and at1 the outset of .the.interview, 
was. a·sked if he . had been .in contact wi -th · any member of. · 
his family or. in. particular; .his brother,.:<J:,EON POWELL.--

. POWELL deni.ed being in contact with any me~er ,,of his. "' 
.family., including LEON POWELL, since his departure from 
Atlanta, Georgia, on. December 31, 1975. · He Wa$ then · · 

<,!, · interviewed as follows: . ·. · 

POWELL was asked if he pad ever been ~ffered .. 
a large sum of money to commit.a murder, an:d he immediately 
volunteered that he had been offered ,- $25,Q.00 shortly be-:-

.. fore the- actual ,:·assassina:.bl .of MARTIN LUTHER· KING to 
. murder MARTIN LUTH.ER KING. He recalled the, circumstances 
of that Qf fer ,as.' f.ollows: · ·. · 

I•~ 

Approxi1ttately three . to four.: weeks prior to the 
murder of MARTIN.LUTH~ KING, he and his.brother, LEON 
POWELL, were ·seated,ina ;booth in Pete's Bar on Moreland 
Avenue in Atlanta/, .. Georgia. A friend· of. his· brother, :MY · 
.OOPERE~,. a musician :and, Atlanta.- C:i.t~ emp-lG>;y,.ee.~ j.oined them 
11: . :tbe:i.r ho01;h an,f! eng~ged .. in eopv~r~~tion with LEON. . .He · 
.paid no particular attention,to what LEON .and RAY·were . 
'talking about. GODFREY left the booth, <and, in approximately 
10 to 15 minutes,, an . individu~l previously unknown to him, 
came to their.booth and seated himself' opposite from ~EON 

··and him. · · 
(,' i,,,,. 

. . .. .• As thi~'
1

ur1kn~wn person· sat down~ he placed· an ,•i 

expensive-looking black .brief.case on the table. He described: 
· the unknown person as being. a whi.te male,. approximately . 5 ' 8" 
· in height, medium build, approximately 150. pounds,·•, .. •(, ,:, i . . , 

approximately_ 30 years of ag':• POWELL. explained t~a~ithe·:;;.;i( 
unknown person appeared . to him to be. out of , place in., such,': >'.- .. ,,; 
an establishment as Pete's Bar, in view o.f his dress,. j): ) 11

:• :, 

···.which did not fit into the crowd that frequented .Pete•s:;c:Bar. · 

',, ' ' 

. Midlan(i, Texas i • 
--------'----:-..,..at ----.,... .. _:.:_:.:_;...--,-----:--:-:~-'-

SA GERALD o. GALBREATH ' 
SA FRANZ W. NENZEL .. FWN:prn ',· 

·, Tb:.··d,, ·•· . t co~tains neither ~eM~m~~d.ati~~~nor ~onclusions. of the ~BL It •.istl1~ pr~p~rtyo .. ~ ,the FBI nnd is 1. oant:d to 
. is oc~my~n1·t "''•d its contents are not. tobe. distributed outside your. i}gency~ ·, . , . , . < :· .,, ·., ·. , . . your agenc , .... . .. . ,.· . . . . , . . .. .. . . . .• . . : . . . , , ~ , . . . . , ·' ; , . ·r , , .,,.. . ,. . ; , . 
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The unknown person impres~ed him .els being a well ~ducated 
person, who appeared t.o be. a prof.esslonal type such as a 
lawyer. He said the unknown person was clean cut, and 
very, calm and:.cooi in his manner.,.·. He stated the unknown. 
person may llave introduced., himself, but he. does not 

.. ,recall any names •. ·.· The unknown person: a.sked LEON and him 
·if they wanted to pull a job.••· He does not known the 
. exact wording_,. but he questioned. the unknown person 
. concerning the nature o.f the. job, a.rid•. how · much money it . 

·,,_ paid. The unknown person told him and .LEON that he wanted 
them. to do away with someone and when PQWELL que:.stioned · · 
the unknown pe.rson furth.e~, he wa$ tpld that j:t_ was·. · 
someone important. The unknown person then told .him and : 
LEON that he wanted them· to kill MARTIN LUTHE~ KI.NG, and would 

· pay them $25,000 now. and $25,000 :\'then the job was done. 
The unknown person ·thEm OJ?ened his· brief case which was · 

·.•· full of wr·apped. c::urrency) some o.f' · the bills he. noticed were 
· in· $10'0 denomin~tions. He .stated that he was shocked by · 
the 'statements of the u:nkrtown per·son, and initially assumed 
that it was sonie sort of prank or. possibly a law enforcement 

. · officer trying t_cf t:r:ick him. After .the unknown person 
'! made the offer, ,:he. ignored any further conversation, 

whereupo.n the . unknown person closed.• his . brief case and 
departed. ' 

............. He has' :dever had' any further contact, nor did he · 
ever ascertain the identity of the unknown person, or 
means or reason for the offered payment to kill MAR',C.IN .··. < . · . · 
LUTHER KING. · .. He related that he had gained the bad reputation 
of being a . ho_odlum because of his past prison record, 
participation in several fights,• an.d habit of carrying a 
shotgun'in his vehicle, which.he frequently loaned to 
the bartender at··Pete' s Bar whenever trouble ·occurred. 
He denied .ever receiving such an offer prior to, this. 
incident, and further denied affiliation with any group.··•· . 
which advocated Jt-acial hatred.· He a,dmitted that ,he had made .. 

1statements while drunk to the effectthat he had no aversion' 
to killing blacks, .although he had never seriously considered 

,, 4oing so. ·· · · · 
. . . 

'\ ' : ·,;,-., 

.•· POWELL stated he was shocked and dismayed to.·. 
learn, approximately three to four weeks later,'that MARTIN 

·· ... LUTHER KING had· been ~urdered •... ·· He advised that .he. did not 
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.g:o to '.a.ny law enforcement .officer.s., and tell them of the 
above c·ontact with the Junknown person, because he felt 
he might become a·suspect.in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER 

.· KING. . 

"··"· . . POWELL:,was theµ :ceque~ted to assist. the FBI 
bf, providing ari artist concepti.on of the unknown person 
who: contacted him at.Pete's .. Bar,.by the .use. oi; •cl·· fa,c,;~l 
identification catalogue. It was explained to POWELL 
t.hat a ·sketch would be ntq.de from.~ combination of 
features that he selected from photographs displayed in 
the catalogue •. Each ca.tegory in the catalogue. was. 

·the>'roughly expia-±ned. and ·photo9l='aphs in these ca·tegories 
were shpwn to POWELL; POWELL · then stated .:that he would 
be . unable to as.s3'ist in this regard because he had only 
talked. witb. _;th(!!\• unknown ee,rson for approximat.tel.y f.ive. 

· · minutes, and that he would not recognize him even if he was 
brought into .. his motel room at that moment. 

' . . ' ' 

~he fQllow,ing. descriptive data was obtained 
through. interview and observation:. . 

Name, 
Alias 

•··Sex. 
Race 
Date of Birth 
Place o.f Birth 

.Height 
Weight 
Hair· 
Eyes 
Educ:a tion · · 
Employment .. 
Occupation.,,· 

Parent 

Brothers 

~---". -~---- . ', . ; ' 

' '.. ·CLAUDE POWELL, JR •. - - - ,"·~. ·•· 

Junior Powell 
, .. Shotgun Powell 
·,·Male .. ,·. 

] White ~ l 
, ., Stephensoun t~, · 

,' 6 I 2' . , 
170 
Gray~Blac::k 

· Blue· . · . , .· 
· · •·•· .. Finished 4th gt'.,ade',.,:> · 

· Self employed /,' · 'i:' 
Carpenter and dry "{all 
finisher · · ··' · •. · 
HEPSIE POWELL; 
Route ·3, .Toccoa, 

· LEON POWELL, 
Atlanta,·Georgia 

... HUBERT POWELL 
·Route 3, Toccoa, 
WEND~LL .POWELL, .. 

·Belmont, North Carolina 
.. (address. unknown) 
EDWARD POWELL, 

, · Shamdon ,. Georgia 
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FLORIS.BRYSON 
Franklin, North Carolina 

' ·,;:(~ddress unknown) · 
. \,JA~KJ:E .. ~OWLL., .. · . . . · .. i ;; , 

::('·unemploy'~~, ·,416~ Cantb'_'f,;Larte,• 
. ,,, ',p,o telephone, _Decatur, Geoz::gia 

,:('\.,Same; as wife,· · 
/

1(Dr~g9n, left bic:epr..'1LUCY, 
; my wife j.s so d~at to me•· , 
'[left fore a.rm, /'LOIS II inside 
,right forearrn1 !!Too sweet 
tct live:,: .:to meai1t to die" ., 
,acro.ss chest1 "BONNIE" upper 
ricght. shoulder r 'l'BETT'!(' .. , upper 
le.ft sho;ulder · 
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I 
TO 
/ 

'II OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA 19140 41 CFR) 101-11.6 41 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. Ga'11agh 

FROM : J 

SUBJECT: 

. Peelma 

MURKIN 

10 

DATE: 1/21/76 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. Cochran 
(Attn: Mr. Balog) 

PURPOSE: To advise of the status of the investigation 
recently instituted to resolve an allegation by 

Leon Owen Powell and his brother, Claude Powell, Jr., that 
prior to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, 1 Jr 

they were offered payment to. murder Dr. King. tll 

BACKGROUND: This case pertains to the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. 

James Earl Ray pled guilty, to this murder and presently 

local confinement.. 

Callahan 
Adams 
Gallagher Leg,l Coun. _ 

O ' Connellpl,n.& Eve. - 

Pee iman Spec. Inv 

He1t'e'rho h0: R. - 

Moore Director Sec'y 

Wannall 

Assoc. Dir   

Dep. AD Adm. - 

Dep. AD. Inc. 

Aest. Dir.: 

Ad In in. 

Comp. Sy 

E.I. 

Files & Co 

Gen. 11 2 

Inspection 

Intel  

Loborotor 

is in 

You were advised in previous memoranda that we are 

conducting an investigation at the request of the Civil Rights 
Division (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice, to: resolve a 
recent allegation (made in January, 1976) by Leon Owen Powell 
and his brother, Claude Powell, Jr., that prior to' the 
assassination of Dr. King, they were offered payment 'to. 

murder Dr. King. 

Leon Owen Powell claims he and his brother, Claude 
Powell, Jr., while in an Atlanta bar in October - November, 1967, 
were approached by a mutual 'friend, Ray Godfrey, who asked 
the .Powe.Ils 'if they were interested in making $ 50,000. Godfrey 
told them he would put them in contact with an individual 
who would pay them to: murder King. Approximately one week 
later at the same bar, the Powells were approached by an 
individual named Ralph ( last name unknown) , who said " I guess 
you know why I'm here" and subsequently opened his briefcase 
displaying what he said was $25,000. Powell said they told Ralph 
they needed time to: think it over. Ralph replied if your mind 

is not made up now, I can't do busines.wh you." Powel said 

I 

p 

44-38861 

HNH:bap ( 10) CONTINUED - OV-E4jB 17 1976 

8 4 19 1976 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
3010-100 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,',-. ' ,' \,Y ':¥/' ,, 1 ! .. ,., , , 

',JI;,, ;":I' 

tt '>-•• ' 
Ji.'r, ,(. ~. 

• '/'f , ' /,II ,t •I }I'!!. '. 

Ralph ne:v.er said ,t)):e'. m~n,~y. be:ing Qf:fer.e¢t wa~· ·io: ki:11~/King·· •.. 
I?owe:11· ,·stat~. n.e•;l.:1:b,:¢:r. bei :n,;pf -1):L".s, 'Q._zjp.the.r. wer.eJ'.ihV<:,lved :· 
tll• ith~'. mur4er.-:oe:. ;King·, ·'' '·:A1 ~f. 

' . ' • '_;; ·• .. ' . " ~C: • ; •• .• . •:.t:(.•,,•.: ".'.·-'_ " './: ; l· . ' " . 

; . ' .··' · Cl~ud~,, PoweJ;lJ .:t:f-,:• •.. , .was :til~er.view.ed ana·;altho,ugh-: he .. ·.:· · 
.;tp.;t,-se: :.cl~im~r.·a p~ymetit':a•!ff!t. :was· ma,4~·'·.tor ~:tiL-:Ki'ng•;: hi.s :ac.count, : 

· di•:l;f~;r.s. :somewhap, ·:frpm: t~-t;.- :of; ;Leon: •oWferi ,J?owe'.ll;;/,_; Claude l'G:>'.Wel'.l,· :Jr- •. , 
•~t:a;tze:~.. :th:a.t: :three. · :<:>,ri: .f~i:trl: we:eks·. · pri~lf to: 7,the "murde·rr · o :e;' ·K.ing,;: .he. ·: . 
,ahdt hi'.$.:.:·br:o:~h:er. ,; ... L~on.,• we:te. :se·ate:cll' i:JJ: ·a bo9th '.in. P.e.te: 1·s. ·B·ar· . . . 

· > ;in At-1.a·nta>: Ray, Go:d:f,:r:eyJ: :a· ··f:r,ietid oJ I:ieoif'•s.,\ joir,.ed ,th~ni in. ,the:ir,· ,· 
' .. •··.:}•:.bo .. o ... t.•·l_l .. ; :a~.a, e~.·g,~. :ge.o>:.:i.n: 9 .. ~n~e.r.s. ~t~.: ,n.} :w.i~ :L~b. <n .. +.:: C .. lau ... ···.·.d. ~ :p.aia .. nE> ... : . . . •·· . . . · l'pa-rcti:cuJ..ar• att:en-pmn .,tc:,: Mh:c;1..t .they. we~I .ta:lk:7,Pg•: ,a~,ut·... Go~f,rey. , 

,. , ·; ~'''.th$n i.l;-~;t .:thei:Sl:>0·0tn ·anc:l· app.ro:Je'.:Lmate;l'.y teri ·to:· :f•ift~'erl .mtnµ:,t;e:S: ., .: . 
, : . · i:ta-t;;e;zj. r·· :,an ,_un~- .IS~j'.~C:ti.: (wi;s,ub) ·:,' .a . wh;L::t;e7 . male ;: 'j o,i11ed :hb:e·m . · . 

.. · · · ·1.·n·:.· 'it ..... ~.'~;i2r.··.·. :· .b. -. :".:O:th.· <'an~.·. pl~·ced·.· .fi .... n. -~ .. e_~pen··.•s.· .i v;e .. ·~10., pk .. l~g, ·.·~:d.:ef,ci:a:se· 'on:. ,the'. : 
·· · t~;li>le:1 •. ,:.iT~: :\lnsu:b ;,to:lq: ,t~.f.ie . .wqhted th'.em ,t~: ~1:.ll' ·l(.1~g a,na;· .. ·. 
•· w0:11J-ct· '·:p:a:v,,:i$--2.s:,1:o_n.tl''ncw:1;atid' .. •$2.S:,t-0:0.0, ·':whe~· -t~·:je:b was :done•." .. ._. ., · ,· 
, :T}?:e: )insu::b .:then open~•d hi,s, ·br'ief.C?,$e-,: :wJ;ri.eh :was·. :ful•l: ·of. wr:ati,ped _'. 
rcii]:'.~eri~1,-· · :Claude, ~st:ai;e'4 •~e'. :wa·s- ·shoc::i;~:i~~ ,a$s'il$e~ ,it was ·s·etne · , . 
sort: qf: a joke. 'an&; .h.-f :±gn(ll)rijd ,the: ·.uns;\u;)) . .: ,.1.'he: ·.uns,u:b ·.then .' . · · , 
:cl.o·se·d : -hi.s: '.br.i·efcase' ian$i tlep,ar,'te:d.:: , . · ··.· ... ·, . . ' .. :, ·. . , ' . 

,,.:/•, '• ,, ,· ' ,· , ',·, , , ·, '
1
.!,' : •, • . !\(: I 

.. . · ·!· R.a.Y Go.df;r::-;~y: ha.s,' be:~n ,ful1ly ,idenbi:fied ·as, ·A~no·ld ·R~Y: · 
.Gad-fr:ey. ·a::q.d •lia:s ·advsisecl .. t~b h.e. · . .did.·· riot: :talk :wi:th :ei.t:p;e'.r. ·of: 
the, :Powe.l.:1'$\::re. '.the' :as•s:,fs,s'ina,ti:on: of: I<i~g · no:r; -did. he: ·intr:oifu(;l:e: ·. 

,:.any.one:.:to, .t~ re. ·.the: :~-s·a:is,s:ina-ti:on of~ I<i'~g(.,t,l: .He derii-ed :a).!· · ·. 
kri~l.e-<itg-~ ·:of; ,~:ny• .-a.s-sa:a•srinatii:on plot: :re. ·1ein9. · . . '· 

·.' :· ? ' < -~ • ' ' '' '" ••• :.~>:,. ' ' ~ • 

I 
. , .TM: ~RD ·req~:es:J:Qd th:a.t, .:Bureau• polyg-raph ·. 

· . examina:t-ions ·be :af,fe;rded -to:· the'. P0well·s· -and· to: Go:dfr~y. · 
to: a tt.:ernpt .to: re so:lve. ·.this ·all·ega tl:on· ~, · , -· 

,<, • 

' D~l:1:a:si'l,; Le~ .Owen •P@'W'ell·, wa:s, :~cheaule·d to:"· appe·a±: at : 
. . .. our, Atlantia: Off ice on •1/1:9/:7.6 _'to: ·s·ub:m'.i t .to: a · · 

l
'P<l>'.lY-SJ·raph ·.SDininat...ion., . 0:rt 1/19/,7_6 ,I- Powe-11: :te:l:e.phorii,cal'ly • · 

. con~:a:ct~· ,the·. ·Atlan:ta: @£'£-ice ·.ad:-vis,,i~g ·he. ·_was ·sick :and· des:farea · 
to~· t?ost.pene,_ ·.tae:· ·pe;ly~~aph ·.extm~~ii::t~:e.~ u~•btl ·the: :~e:e,k :of· _ · 
Jamia:ry~ :2e / :l•&,76.: • Powel..l· was :tent:at-1;ve~.y ·res.et;a.Quled .to: 
t _,,,., ·tt..•-' . 1· . . h· .. • . . ,--1· ,JnL:.•~"7LJ f .,..,,.,, .... ,;•.,t-,n1·,,i,,L7·&! ' Qfi.e . 'l:.u::: .. p,o. yg·r.ap,. , .on: • , '4.,o1 ,,, .u. :t>.L•· .'7, 1~:,,r .. v. 
••: ~ • • • I •• ' ,'~ 

.'I, 
• : 2 .\· 

' ' " \' 

, .CGN!Ji':QmED. --. IivER , 
.• , '.,,' , .: ~ ,, ' ·. if'). . 
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.· Memora~um. to·.· ~r·.. Ga:l.l~gtre·r. 1 •· 

RE : MURKJ'.1' , . • . t;;;:~, . . ; · •: , , . , ,, . . 
. . . o;n.: •J.'/l~1/"7;6/':Cli'14•.l>ows:!.l:,:. :J1f •. , .wa~':

1

'&ff~rded -a· Bureau < 
·o:Iyg·raph :exait\inait4Pn ·~h M~Jl•aJi41,1 ,'1.'~~:;a:.:: : .!Jhe:-~J?o:tyt;-aph : · 

. . . xatil'le,r. coµo.Lut:!ie.d·. lt!ba\ :<l,l,~ude·:fow'etr•·s. !re.s.p9n:s,e: :t.6: .. cer.tain 1 
' 

.•. / ·'1.u:e,s·t'i\()~-s• ·.tl't·d.·•i. _ea:t .. }.! :<!··._;:~ .. ~·•· e:i_;i.· ~ .. :.: . .-• .. rt .... ru·t·.Mt ... ·t;;e1_: :.:·1. ·i:n~·_" i~: ·:.~~~~;i~.'1:.· s·~~~~ne .:did.,· .. , in. ,f ar.:::-t. ,. _of:fe;r;. hu.n . a,p.<i: . ·b~~i br,<t:t.~- $-5.0 ,.&JJ.O :t.e .. Jfci.11 Dr.. Ki~g•. 
·. C~~de. :r~~9;l:;· ':s. ~~-S:~:~n.f:I:~;~; ~~o.~~er: AiJ;q·e:s:~ft>n; ·:a.~ .. h~:s:, ·re~et1:0n:s,. ·_. . 
. :f,ol,";o-w-~~- ,1:1:Ie·. an:siwell:°•,;.·j~•4~-~i;;~i•h~ ;h&s_ .~oss.ib_~e l(n~l,e~ge ~gm:-a..i~g: 
.. -~~: ,unident?i£ie~- ~;~!:fi~}-~:,:,:~r·t,- f~. P,ayme

1
~~ :'·~-~err·;:;ij _ . _ 

' . · · Whe·~ ~Jil~iL~ · ~ai s~~r:ey wa:s ·i~tex,yiewe(i on: l/1J'17:6 ,\ . · 
.. . aJUi., denied •a-p.y, · -invd1~eme,.:ti'. t, :i~:",,,.1:.hi':s· _-liia,t-cer: ,.: .,he, 'tgr.ee'd'. to·. sub.lni t. :. 

-~-to: a, PP:ly-g-raph .. :. Whe)a ;be:.. :was ·eonibatc-~:cl orf:,F/l._6·;,t7,6,\ _h9w.evE1:t.,., · 

.. ~od'r.·;l:· -~ .. Y~:s. ta. ·~e.·:4:.·:."'I. :~m· .. ··.··• .. :i.·,n.·.•.n.: .. •.·~ ... ··.· .... c .... 1, .. :.n.;t, .. •.;··.·.: .. a.•.:19:_·d-. ,.:)~ .. :en:.-'l.:.aciv.,·i·'S;e·a .• :11.e:.?i_4·:·:.not.·_.: :Wi:sh: .. to: taike .a11y, . P'li!g·r~ ~:r+a•t;t.~11\ ,and, dh.d .. r me:st- wish .ta. •t~i1,;k,• ., • 
. · tQ: .:tke: FBI'. :a;n:Y' ;~~.i~· ... ::' :rte: -'.st:ited. :if'.; .the,, FBI: ·needs · · ·... · 

. ·apit =furthe't: .inf,~~at,;Ltor.i.:;, ;'.~:~.Yfffho~d bonba:e;t :hi;a ·att:orn:e•y..· . .·· 
,"· ... '.:.·· ·., - . ',,·:.· -t··~~1~- -~,r: ',,\., ... :·-·,, ·. ,.,,.· ,'' , ... ·. 

<. .The. re.:s'.uLts'. . 'Qf' :£:>U~ < lnv~.s:ti:gati:on; :<haver be:en iClose::J.y ' · . 
. . coorelina~e:d w.;ltll :tij-e, cm.-.·. on J.,/'2:0./7_6/ ~r .. Robe:r.t ·.A •. Mti:r,phy.,- . 

.Ch$~f:~ :ertntt'tt:a'1, -s:ie:ctiai:f,,· _CRD.-,· _stated he .. '.de$::i.:t.".eEl to~ )$ow :the : ,. 
· ~-es.u:l-t-s: of; tb;ef:;po,l..yg-r.~t,h.~xa,minati:on· of- Le'on;: :Oweri-. -Powel.I·'· 

'·<: .(ien'ba:ti:ve:lyv~:sched.ule·a;. _.f·or; 1/2_6\.0l-or: 1/2:1/7.6).\. ae:fo.:ce: mak;i.rig, a • 
dete'rininati-en: a$- ;;to: ~-r. Go,'d4:·r:e¥-' -$';:at:tor~•Y,, •sh-oul\il: Ile.: · .· . 

. cont·a:cte:cl .cence:rni~ql ft;i,s,. :po:_lygraph ·.exaaninat-ien:: ,' _a.net -b-~£e:r;e: ·:' ·: 
· · m.a~'.i'Jig, · a dete:rmi1l.a1bion'. ,as. to:.·. ,what ad<ii ti:oria2.- ·i'nves·.t-tga~iim: : -

,should· be. ·:cond{t~ite:d :ta:,<re.Soi,ve: ':bhi.s ;a:ll~·gati:on •'' . < 

· - : AC~Ietif :i - For info:rinati:on,·., : .You: will: be: :a9,vised of: any per:l;:inerit, : : .. :·. 
de:v.ei.opinerit,s:. ·. • · 
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• 5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum· 
. ' 

TO tff~~n,._ 

·iF ~t-· 
C 0YJi 

DATE: .. ...,, I, IHI 
~--t _,.'":_A. IIVRIIIT H&yry{J, I I I :;:, F . . .1. I 

FROM : Director, FBI 

Reference is made to _____ memorandum dated----~-----
(your file _. _________ ). 

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent ________ _ 

dated----------'-- at ---------------------
,-,, .. ·.,· ··1_ •,· 

A. O This•·~<faversfihe preliminary investigation and no further action concerning ,i 

a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B·. ~ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. · 

C. D The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contr.ary no, further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

' . . . :'. ' 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. D Please'advise whether you desire any further investigation . 

. · F. D This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

' 

G. D This is submitted for your :information an~ no further investigaticm will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. --7 t~·:::-f~ , . 

! ~;. 
H. ~ This covers the receipt of a comp~aint and no furth1J f ?ff? 7 •97§. 

taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. ~'j ------ --· --- . .,, 
l . . , . ·-

1,tis bd1i•d It ,_,.i.a ttlltnt~,Mla- ... VII/ti. 
. F- ;u£.. 

upy 
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Memorandum 
JITO : Mr. Gallagr1  

1)  

FROM : J. S. Peelm 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

84 

J 

S Assoc. Di, 

Dep 

Dep 

Asst. Dir 

Ad ro in   

Comp. Sy.t. - 

Ext. Affair.  

DATE: 2/3/76 
Gen. In v   

Ident   

.1 - Mr. Callahan Insecti,n 

1 - Mr. Adams Intel[   
Laboratory 

1 - Mr. Gallagher Legal Coan. 
1 - Mr. O'Connell PI,n.&EvaI._ 
1 - Mr. Peelman Spec. Inv 

- Mr. Helterhof a phone Rm. 
1 - Mr. Moore Director Sec'y 

1 - Mr. Wannall 
1 - Mr. Cochran 

(Attn: Mr. Balog) 

PURPOSE: To advise of the status of the investigation 
recently instituted to -resolve an allegation by 

Leon Owen Powell and his brother, Claude Powell, Jr., that 
prior to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
they were offered payment to murder Dr. King. 

BACKGROUND: This case pertains to the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. 

James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently is in 
local confinement. 

You were advised in previous memoranda that we are 
conducting an investigation at the request of the Civil Rights 
Division (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice, to resolve a 
recent allegation (made in January, 1976) by Leon Owen Powell 
and his brother, Claude Powell, Jr., that prior to the 
assassination of Dr. King, they were offered payment to 
murder Dr. King. 

Leon Owen Powell claims he and Claude Powell, 
Jr., while in an Atlanta bar in October - November, 1967, 
were approached by a mutual friend, Ray Godfrey, who asked 
the Powells if they were interested in making $ 50,000. Godfrey 
told them he would put them in contact with an individual 
who would pay them to murder King. Approximately one week 
later at the same bar, the Powells were approached by an 
individual named Ralph ( last name unknown) , who said " I guess 
you know why I'm here" and subsequently opened his briefcase 
displaying what he said was $ 25,000, and then said, " If you 
decide to take the job, there's $ 50,000 more when it's 
completed IT Powell said they told Ralph they reded ,. 

time to think it over. Ralph replied " if you4•l•d.­,),' 
is not made up now, I can't do busineCh  Powell 

44-38861 

FEB 17 1975 
HNH:bap ( 10) CONTINUED -  OVER 

19 1976 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

said 

solo— to' 
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