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FD-302 REV. 1 1-27-70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription  1/7/76 

LEON OWEN PaWELL, a white male, 3841 Austin 
Drive, Decatur, Georgia, telephone 289-1545 was advised 
of the identities of the interviewing agents and 
requested to furnish information that he possessed 
concerning the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

POWELL was advised of his rights by 
SA AUGUST W. BULFER as shown on a handsiritteñ watn.ing and waiver 
of rights form which POWELL executed after reading. 
POWELL declined to furnish a signed statement, however 
voluntarily furnished the following information. 

During late October or early November, 1967, 
exact date unknown, during the late afternoon hours 
he and his brother CLAUDE POWELL,MJR., who uses the 
alias SHOTGUN POWELL, a white male who is currently 
located at the Scottish Inn, room number unknown, at 
Midland, Texas, emp1oymnt unknown, were having a 
drink in Pete's Bar at Moreland and Confederate 
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. 

He and his brother were approached by 
a mutual friend, RAY GODFREY a white male, approximately 
40 years old, 6'l" tall, 220 pounds, auburn hair, country 
and western singer, employed with the Atlanta Sanitation 
Department, who asked if he and his brother would 
be interested in making $50,000. 

During the conversation with GODFREY it was 
determined that GODFREY could and would put them in 
contact with an individual who would pay them to 
murder MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. He and his brother 
expressed interest in the contract to murder KING 
at which time the conversation with GODFREY was 
terminated and GODFREY told them that they 
would be contacted concerning the murder contract of 
KING in the near future. 

Interviewed on 

by 

1/4/76 at  Decatur, Georgia  File St15h1tt 44-2386 

SAs THOMAS J. WILSON and 
AUGUST W. BULFER /bw  Date dictated 1/7/76 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Approximately one week after the meeting 
with GODFREY the POWELL brothers were again drinking 
in Pete's Bar, exact date unknown, at approximately 
4 or 5 PM when they were approached by an individual 
named RALPH ( Last Name Unknown), a white male, 
heavy set, 6'l" to 6'2", no accent, well groomed, 
late 40's, well spoken, who he described as a 
"Lawyer type". RALPH ( LNU) who was in possession 
of a briefcase approached him and his brother, 
put his briefcase on the table, and said, "I guess 
you know why I'm here". He and his brother nodded 
their heads in assent at which time RALPH opened his 
briefcase displaying what he said was $25,000 
and he then said, " If you decide to take the job 
therds $50,000 more when it's completed". SHOTGUN 
POWELL replied to RALPH that he and his brother needed 
time to think it over, at which time RALPH ( LNU) stated, 
"If your mind is not made up now I can't do business 
with you". RALPH ( LNU) then stood up and tnothing 
else was said. RALPH ( LNU) closed his briefcase 
and left. 

POWELL stated that neither he nor 
his brother observed how RALPH (LNU) came or left 
the bar and they have not seen RALPH ( LNU) since 
that date. 

During the short conversation with RALPH 
he never a1ua11y said that the money being offered 
to them was to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

He has not had any type of contact 
with RAY GODFREY in aproximately seven years and 
does not know GODFREY s current location. 

The only other individuals aware of he and 
his brother's meeting with RALPH (LNU) are his former 
wife, ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, a white female, 4120 Glenwood 
Road, tiartment A, Atlanta, and PETE DAVIS, a white 
male, owner of the bar where he and his brother 
talked with RALPH ( LNU). 
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The bar where he and his brother met 
RALPH (LNU) burned down several years ago and he 
believes that PETE DAVIS is currently manager for 
Shrimp Boat -,, restaurants with headquarters in Macon, 
Georgia. DAVIS also could possibly be contacted 
through HERBERT DAVIS who lives on Flat Shoals 
Road in Atlanta, Georgia and used to own the Atlanta 
Technical School. 

His former wife has no first hand knowledge 
of the matter. She is aware of the facts as he 
described them to her. 

PETE DAVIS actually observed RALPH (LNU) 
enter and exit his bar but DAVIS never entered 
the conversation between RALPH (LNU) and themselves. 

Neither he nor his brother were involved 
in the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., because 
the whole situation as he described above "scared us". 

He is willing to take a polygraph in 
this matter. 

He has waited nine years to contact 
the FBI regarding this matter because he recently 
observed a documentary on television which disturbed 
his conscience and he felt he had to furnish this 
information to the FBI. 

POWELL stated the reason he believes he and 
his brother were contacted by GODFREY is because his 
brother, SHOTGUN POWELL served five years for 
armed robbery and during the period of time around 1967 
his brother had a reputation for being an expert 
with a shotgun. POWELL stated his brother constantly 
carried a shotgun because "He has an inferior complex". 
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Military Service U. S. Army, 1952-1955, 
service number RA14478523, 
Ranger Instructor, discharged 
as Private for going Absent 
Without Official Leave (AWOL) 

Marital Status Divorced 
Other Home Address Route 2, Toccoa, Georgia 

telephone 886-3254 
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AT 44-2386 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia: 

On January 7, 1976, the Atlanta City Directory 
Haines City Directory, and Greater Atlanta Southern Bell 
Telephone Directory for the years 1967 and 1968 were 
reviewed with negative results regarding and establish-
ment on Moreland Avenue named Pete's Place or any similar 
name. 

SHIRLEY LANE, bartender, Driftwood Lounge, 
1575 Moreland Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that 
approximately seven or eight years ago an individual 
named PETE DAVIS did in fact own and operate a bar in the 
last block of Moreland Avenue. She has heard that PETE 
DAVIS has since passed away. Ms. LANE advised PETE's wife, 
DOROTHY DAVIS, could possibly be located at telephone 
number 957-2626. She stated she has been a frequent 
visitor to the lounge known as Pete's Place and that is 
the reason why she is so familiar with PETE and DOROTHY 
DAVIS. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of transcription  1/15/76 

DOROTHY DAVIS, telephone number 957-2626, was 
contacted and advised that her husband, PETE DAVIS, did 
own and operate a bar on Moreland Avenue. This bar was 
at one time known as Pete's Place. 

Her husband died from cancer in May, 1975. 

She is not familiar with the name RALPH ( last 
name unknown), LEON or CLAUDE POWELL. She remembers her 
husband talked about RAY GODFREY, however, she has no 
idea how he could be located. 

She has no idea what became of the records 
concerning the operation of Pete's Place. 

At the outset, Mrs. DAVIS was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing agent, the nature of the inquiry, 
and that any information she furnished could be used in 
a court of law. She voluntarily furnished the above 
information: 

Interviewe17/76 a g  

by  SA TI1OTM9 J. WILSON ;wy Dote dictated 

File # 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON in Atlanta, Georgia. 

On January 7, 1976, Mrs. L. S. PENNINGTON, Direc-

tor of personnel, City of Atlanta, was contacted and 
advised she had caused the city personnel records to be 
reviewed and could find no record of RAY GODFREY or RAYMOND 
GODFREY being employed or having ever been employed by 

the City of Atlanta. 

C. L. SNEED, Secretary, Musicians Union Number 
148, Atlanta, Georgia, advised he reviewed the union's 
records and could find no reference to a RAY or RAYMOND 
GODFREY. SNEED suggested that BOBBY JOHNSON, radio 
station WPLO be contacted regarding the names of any 

old time country and western singers. 

- 14 - 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia: 

On January 8, 1976, BOBBY JOHNSON, Country 
Music Section, radio station WPLO, Atlanta, Georgia, 
advised there had been a country and western singer 

by the name of RAY GODFREY in 1967 or 1968. This singer 
was handled locally by Lowery Music Company, Atlanta, 
Georgia. BILL LOWERY at Lowery Music would probably 
have more information about the whereabouts of RAY 
GODFREY. 

On January 8, 1975, MARY TALLENT, secretary 
to the president, Lowery Music Company, advied that 
back in 1967, Lowery Music had handled a country and 
western singer by the name of RAY GODFREY. GODFREY 
would at this time be a white male approximately 45 to 50 
years of age. In 1967 GODFREY worked for the Atlanta 
Water Company, telephone 422-1481. 

She had numerous dealings with RAY GODFREY 
and described him as a " very country fellow" and 

refused to believe that he could be in any sort of trouble. 

COTTON CARRIER, song writer, Lowery Music 
Company, Atlanta, Georgia, was also contacted and advised 
that the last time he had talked to RAY GODFREY that RAY 
GODFREY was employed with the Atlanta Water or either 
the Atlanta Sewer Department at telephone number 622-
1481. He stated that GODFREY was a very likeable fellow 
and could not possibly be in any trouble. 

The Haines City Directory revealed that telephone 
number 622-1481 is listed to the City of Atlanta Sewer 
Department. 
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Mrs. L. S. PENNINGTON, Director of Personnel, 
City of Atlanta, was recontacted and advised that PAT 
SOJKA, supervisor, administrative services, would be 
the person to contact regarding anyone employed at 
telephone number 622-1481. 

PAT SOJKA was contacted and advised that he is 
familiar with the City of Atlanta employee named RAY 
GODFREY. Current records of the Sewer Department reflect 
a true name of A. R. GODFREY living at 1105 Lakeshore 
Drive, Jonesboro, Georgia, telephone 477-5036. 

On January 12, 1976, GROVE DAY, supervisor, 
City of Atlanta Sewer Division, was contacted and advised 
that RAY GODFREY was employed in his department and 
could be interviewed any morning before 8:30 A.M. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of transcription  1-23-76 

HUBERT4OWELL, Black telephone 404-
886-4754, was interviewed-by SA JIMMIE D. BURRIS who identified 
himself to him as a Special Agent of the FBI, 

HUBERT POWELL was informed by SA BIJRRIS of the nature 
of the inquiry and thereafter freely and voluntarily advised 
as follows: 

He advised that he is the older brother of LEON 
POWELL and CLAUDE POWELL, JR. He stated that approxiintely 
one to two weeks ago, exact date unrecalled, WENDELL:. POWELL, 
another brother who resides in Belmont, North Carolina, 
telephoned him and told bin that FBI agents had been to talk 
with him about LEON and CLAUDE. 

He also stated that shortly after his talk with 
WENDELL, LEON telephoned him and, in his opinion, was in a 
drunken condition. He advised that LEON told him the FBI 
would probably be by to see him and LEON then added that 
several years ago, he (LEON) and CLAUDE were in a club in 
Atlanta when an unknown male individual asked anyone in the 
club if they were interested in making a lot of money. CLAUDE 
told the unknown person that he was interested, 

According to HUBERT POWELL, LEON told him that some 
time later on this unknown person came back into the club with 
a briefcase and that he (LEON) and CLAUDE knew this person meant 
business. LEON told HUBERT that CLAUDE, at that time, told 
this person that they were not interested. 

HUBERT POWELL stated that he could not recall any 
other details about the telephone call with LEON, however, he 
definitely knew that LEON nor CLAUDE had ever mentioned this 
story to him before. 

HUBERT POWELL added that LEON and CLAUDE both liked 
to drink and talk a lot while drinking. 

Interviewed 00  1-22-76 

by 

at  Toccoa, Georgia 

SA JPIMIE D. BURRIS:dd Dote dictated 

File # Atlanta 44-2386 

1-22-76 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Mr. POWELL was advised at the outset that any 
information he furnished could be used in a court of law. He 
declined to furnish a signed statement. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription  1-23-76  

Mrs • REPS XE POWELL was interviewed at her residence, 
Anderson Terrace Road, telephone 404-886-4754, by SAs JIMMIE 
D. BURRIS and DAVID E. PHILLIPS who identified themselves as 
Special Agents of the FBI. 

Mrs • POWELL was informed by SA BURRIS of the nature 
of the inquiry and thereafter freely and voluntarily advised 
as follows: 

Mrs. POWELL, who is 85 years of age, stated that 
she is the mother of CLAUDE POWELL, JR. and LEON POWELL. She 
stated that at no time had her sons ever mentioned to her 
anything regarding being approached by anyone to make a lot 
of money. 

Mrs. POWELL advised that she felt sure that she 
would know of the incident if it had happened to her sons, as 
in her opinion, they wpuld have told her. 

Mrs. POWELL could offer nothing further regarding 
this matter. 

Mrs. POWELL was advised at the outset by SA BURRIS 
that any information she furnished could be used in a a)urt of 
law. She declined to furnish a signed statement. 

Interviewed on  11976 

by 

at  Toccoa, Georgia 

SA DAVID E. PHILLIPS 
SA JIMMIE D. BURRIS !dd  Date dictated 

FiIe#  Atlanta 44-23R6 

1-22-76 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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NRO12 AT PLAIN 

FT ERAL blJtfW Uf INYSiiUIlOr 

•MUiiCPTIOI1S SECTiON 

Th V.-S 

LETYPE 
9:50 PM URGENT 29-76 HLF 

TO: DI TOR (44-38861) 

M1PHIS (44-1987) 

EL PASO ( 44-920) 

FROM: ATLANTA ( 44-2386) ( P) 

M1JRKI N. 

RE ATLANTA TEL TO THE BUREAU, FEBRUARY 6, 1976. 

ON FEBRUARY 9, 1976, DOROTHY DAVIS, LOCUST GROVE, GEORGIA 

ADVISED ALL PERSONAL RECORDS DESTROYED REGARDING PETE'S BAR. SHE 

WAS NOT PRIVY TO ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THE OPERATION OF THE 

BAR. HER HUSBAND DIDNOT TELL HER OF ANY INCIDENTS AT THE BAR. 

SHE WAS NOT SURE OF THE EXACT DATES HER HUSBAND OWNED THE BAR BUT 

THOUGHT POSSIBLE HER HUSBAND DIVESTED HIMSELF OF OWNERSHIP IN 

12HOWEVER COULD HAVE BEEN 1967. SHE CANNOT REMEMBER EXACT 

DATES. SHE DOES NOT KNOW NAMES OF ANY EMPLOYEES. 

CONTINUED EFFORTS TO LOCATE POWELL NEGATIVE. 

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. ( 1) LOCATE AND INTERVIEW POWELL. 

(2) WILL THROUGH CITY RECORDS ATTEMPT TO TRACE OWNERSHIP OF 

0 
Assoc. Dir.   
Dep.-A.D.-Aft 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv. 

Asst. Dir.: 
Admin.   
Comp. Syst - 

Ext. ' f irs 

Ident. 
Inspection 
Intel!. 
Laboratory 
Plan. & Eval - 
Spec. Inv. 
Training 

Legal Coun - 

Telephone Rm, 
Director Seely --

PETE'S BAR. 

END. 

Rrcioo L. 

ci FEB 26 i976 

I L 

84 MAR 1 1976 
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.5. 

FBI 

Transmit the following in 

Via AIRTEL 

Date: 
2/10/76 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ( 44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, EL PASO ( 44-920) (P) 

SUBJECT: MUR1ZIN 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of an 
FD-302 reflecting the interview of CLAUDE POWELL, JR., 
at Midland, Texas. Enclosed for Atlanta and Memphis 
is one copy each of the above FD-302. Also enclosed 
for the Bureau is a copy of a sketch of Pete's Bar 
which was drawn by SA FRANZ W. NENZEL upon information 
given by CLAUDE POWELL, JR. 

Telephone records at the Scottish Inn, Midland, 
Texas, reflect several outgoing calls, none of which 
were made by CLAUDE POWELL, JR. 

WILLIAM DEAN WOODCOCK, CLAUDE's roommate and 
business partner, advised that CLAUDE told him of the 
alleged meeting at Pete's Bar in Atlanta, Georgia, after 
initial interview by FBI Agents. WOODCOCK said that 
to the best of his knowledge, he is the only co-worker 
of CLAUDE's who knows of the alleged meeting. He said 
CLAUDE told him because of their business relationship 
and his interest in the reason the FBI was contacting 
CLAUDE. He believed CLAUDE would have no reason to lie 

concerning the alleged 

I r C1Q 

y!. Bureau (Enc. 3) 
2- Atlanta ( 44-2386) ( Enc, 1) 
2- Memphis ( 44-1987) (Enc. 1) 
2- El Paso 
FWN : pm 
(8) 

C-

,\. 

Approved   Sent  M Per  

8 4 MAR 3 ; ecial ! nt in Charge 

It : 

100010 
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