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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) ‘ ‘
- g

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 2/10/76

CLAUDE ROWELL, JR., Room 211, Scottish Inn,
was interviewed in his motel room during the late
evening of February 5, 1976.

piscrepancies in his version of an alleged
meeting with an unknown white male at Pete's Bar
Atlanta, Georgia, as compared with LEON POWELL'sS were
discussed. CLAUDE stated that any discrepancies are
a result of a long passage of time since the incident
and his statement is accurate in his recollection. He
clarified his relationship with RAY GODFREY stating that
GODFREY was a friend whom he has known for many years
but CODFREY was more closely associated and a better
friend of LEON'sS. CLAUDE also commented that he later
learned GODFREY made an initial contact with LEON
approximately one week prior to the unknown white male's
proposition to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING but he did not
know anything about the meeting at Pete's Bar until the
unknown white male seated himself and made the offer,
nor did he have prior knowledge of what transpired between
GODFREY and LEON.

Other than these changes, CLAUDE stands by
his original statement, emphasizing that his statement
may differ in some aspects with LEON's statement but the
fact is, both he and LEON witnessed the offer of a
substantial amount of money by an unknown white male to
murder MARTIN LUTHER KING.

In addition, CLAUDE stated he and LEON talked
about the alleged meeting with the unknown white male
frequently after #s occurrence but as time passed they
talked about it less and less. He said that he and LEON
worked together on the same job at the time of the alleged
meeting and continued to do so until approximately three
months ago. He knows of no one who could verify that they
were in Atlanta, Georgia, at the time of the alleged meeting
but stated that both, he and LEON, were residing in
Decatur, Georgia, during this time. CLAUDE described
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the interior of Pete's Bar, including the booth
where each participant of the allged meeting was
seated and a sketch was made by Special Agent

FRANZ W. NENZEL. CLAUDE was questioned specifically
concerning his polygraph examination in ' response to
the question "Do you know who asked you and LEON to
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING?", and he denied having any
prior knowledge of the unidentified person who offered
he and LEON £25,000 to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING.

CLAUDE stated that he telephonically con-
tacted his brother, LEON POWELL, at telephone number
404-289-1545, Decatur, Ceorgia (telephone number is for
DAVID POWELL, CLAUDE's nephew) after initial interview
by FBI Agents at Midland, Texas. CLAUDE stated that he
and LEON discussed the interview,

In addition, CLAUDE stated he had discussed
the alleged meeting with the unknown person at Pete's
Bar with WILLIAM DEAN WOODCOCK, his partner in business

and roommate at the Scottish Inn. WOODCOCK is the only fellow
employee whom he told of the alleged meeting.

CLAUDE stated that the unknown person who
offered them the money to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING
did not have any type of an accent, He repeated that
all aspects of his statement including description,
time reference and conversation between the unknown
person who made the offer to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING
were true and accurate to the best of his recollection.
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2 070 (Rev. 3-28-72) . A
OPTIONAL FORM NO. .10 . 5010-106

MAY 1962 EDITION
)

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED<SFAPES GOVERNMENT

- Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney‘G.en‘eral DATE: '; ‘3/17 /76

Cigil Rights Division )
T - ' : ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY
: Dlrector, FBI SR ‘ ‘

M G o Ssieiia o

| SUBJECT: Assass:m'rzon or mm wma xxm, JR,

p Reference is made to ___.______ rnemorendum dated
““(your file _ ). :

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Specml Agent
dated : at

» A. [ This covers the prehmmary lnvestrgatlon and no further action eoncerning .
‘ ‘ﬁ a full mvestlgatmn will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

“B. @The 1nvest1gat10n is- continuing and you w111 be furmshnd copies of
' reports as they are received. ;

- C. [The mvestlgatron requested by you has now been completed Unless -
adv1sed to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

vl D |:] Pursuant to 1nstruct10ns issued by the Department no 1nvest1gatlon will
, «l-;be onducted in thls matter unle ss specrflcally directed by the Department

E |:] Please adv1se whether you desire any further 1nvest1gat1on
F. [ Thls is submltted for your 1nformat10n and you will be advised of further
' developments

G [ This is submltted for your 1nformat10n and no further lnvestlgatmn w1ll
be conducted unless speclflcally requested by the Department. ~
» “H. |:| ThlS covers the receipt of a complaint and no further actlon will be
" taken by this Bureau unless the Department 80 dlrects

Y,

E“° 4. SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...

v{le
A
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NOTE: Attached are copies of Atlanta teletypes dated

2/12/76 and 2/13/76. Also attached is a copy of an
FD-302 containing interview of Claude Powell, Jr., and a
copy of a sketch of Pete's Bar which was drawn by SA Franz W.
Nenzel upon information given by Claude Powell, Jr.

Telephone records at the Scottish Inn, Midland,
Texas, reflect several outgoing calls, none of which
were made by Claude Powell, Jr.

William Dean Woodcock, Claude's roommate and
business partner, advised that Claude told him of the
alleged meeting at Pete's Bar in Atlanta, Georgia, after
initial interview by FBI Agents. Woodcock said that
to the best of his knowledge, he is the only co-worker
of Claude's who knows of the alleged meeting. He said
Claude told him because of their business relationship
and his interest in the reason the FBI was contacting
Claude. He believed Claude would have no reason to lie
concerning the alleged meeting.
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FROM ¢ ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) e ’ :

MURKIN.

LEON POWELL INTERVIEWED AND ADVISED EVERY NOW AND THEN HE
z‘RE“,""!EI‘WBERS ADDITIONAL OR CORRECTING DETAILS REGARDING THE INCIDENT.

DISCREPANCIES IN VERSION OF INCIDENT PETE'S BAR, ATLANTA, AS

RELATED BY CLAUDE AND HE (LEON) DISCUSSED. ORIGINAL CONTACT WITH

GODFREY WAS APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK BEFORE MEETING WITH RALPH

(LNU)., MEETING DEFINITELY OCCURRED IN hOVFMBER OF 1967. MEETING

WITH RALPH OCCURRED A FEW DAYS AFTER MEETING WITH GODFREY, HOW-
EVER, MAYBE NOT A FULL WEEK.

DOES NOT REMEMBER SEEING GODFREY

IN PETE'S BAR DAY RALPH (LNU) CAME INTO BAR. COULD NOT RECALL

ANY SPECIFIC DENOMINATIONS OF THE MONEY IN THE BRIEFCASE, HOWEVER
THE BRIEFCASE NOR FULL OF MONEY AND RALPH STATED SOMETHING TO

THE EFFECT "HERE S . 25" " RALPH O;FFPED THEM
Fr
WHEN HE'S IN THE GRAVE™ OR SONFTHIMC’%O THAT EFFECT. 10 THE

"o5 NOW AND 50

BEST OF LEON POWELL'S MEMORY, RALPH NEVER MENTIONED MARTIN LUTHFP

KING, BY NAME., LEON STILL DESCRIBED RALPH AS A WHITE MALE, SIX

END PAGE ONE. A0 g"o
9 ' ey e
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PAGE TWO (44-2386)

FOOT ONE INCH, NO ACCENT, LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, VERY-WELL
DRESSED. LEON NOW RECALLS GODFREY NEVER MADE MENTION OF EXACT
AMOUNT OF MONEY DURING ORIGINAL CONTTACTM GODFREY STATED "BIG
MONEY". LEON CLAIMS RAY GODFREY IS A FRIEND OF BOTH CLAUDE AND
HIM, HOWEVER, HE IS PROBABLY MORE CLAUDE®'S FRIEND THAN HIS.

LEON DID NOT HAVE ANY CONTACT WITH GODFREY IN REFERENCE TO
ASSASSINATION WHEN CLAUDE WAS NOT PRESENT. HE HAS NO EXPLANATION
WHY HIS STORY DIFFERS FROM CLAUDE'S STORY.

WHEN ASKED IF HE COULD REMEMBER IF PETE DAVIS IN BAR WHEN
RALPH WAS THERE, CLAUDE VOLUNTARILY STATED, UPON RECOLLECTION,
THE NAME OF THE BAR WAS NOT PETE'S BAR AT THIS TIME. AT THE
TIME OF THE INCIDENT, THE NAME OF THE BAR WAS BILL BAILEY'S.
DAVIS SOLD THE BAR TO A WOMAN WHO DID NOT HOLD IT VERY LONG
AND THEN SHE SOLD IT TO A FELLOW NAMED BAILEY. HOWEVER, MOST
OF THE OLD TIMERS STILL CALLED THE BAR PETE'S BAR. CANNOT
RECALL WHO WAS IN THE BAR AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT.

LEON ADVISED TO THE BEST OF HIS MEMORY BOTH HE AND HIS
BROTHER WERE WORKING FOR RAY COOLEY, AN INDEPENDENT DRY WALL
CONTRACTOR, AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. COOLEY IS NOW EM-
PLOYED BY FISHER DRY WALL, ATLANTA,

END PAGE TWO.
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PAGE THREE (43-2386)

LEON SHOWN CORRECTED ARTIST®S CONCEPTION AND STATED TO BEST
OF HIS RECOLLECTION IS A GOOD LIKENESS. A DIAGRAM OF THE INTERIOR
OF PETE'S BAR PROVIDED BY LEON. -

LEON AND CLAUDE TALXED ABOUT THE INCIDENT AT VARIOUS TIMES
AFTER IT HAPPENED. THEY TALKED ABOUT THE OFFER SHORTLY AFTER
LEON'S WIFE LEFT HIM IN EARLY 1968. THOUGHT THE MONEY WOULD BE
NICE BUT DID NOT WANT TO MURDER ANYONE. TALKED ABOUT INCIDENT
WHE NEVER THEY WERE HARD-UP FOR MONEY. LEON TALKED WITH HIS
BROTHER, CLAUDE TWICE WHILE CLAUDE WAS IN TEXAS AFTER HE CONTACTED
THE FBI.

POWELL FAMILIAR WITH W. VENABLE, AKA YANK, AND BILL
MC GARITY. THESE TwO INDIVIDUALS OWNED THE PROPERTY AND THE
BUILDING IN WHICH PETE'S BAR WAS LOCATED. NEITHER VENABLE NOR
MC GARITY ARE RALPH.

POVELL QUESTIONED ABOUT FRIENDS OF GODFREY. ONLY REAL CLOSE
ASSOCIATE OF GODFREY'S THAT POWELL COULD THINK OF WAS A RELATIVE
NAMED LEE GODFREY., LEON WILLING TO TESTIFY TO EVERYTHING HE
HAS TOLD T FBI.

SHERIFEFNPAUL HIGDON, FANNIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, ADVISED

LEE CARROLL §4DFREY IS A WHITE MALE,_DD

END PAGE THREE. Y
ééfL 1fl£5x1j €
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PAGE FOUR (44-2596)
GOD FREY SERVED TIME IN GEORGIA STATE PRISON FOR ARMED ROBBERY
AND MURDER. LEE GODFREY WAS ARRESTED ON DECEMBER 23, 1974 BY
FANNIN COUNTY FOR THEFT BY RECEIVING. LEE GODFREY MADE BOND,
FAILED TO SHOW FOR TRIAL AND WHEREABOUTS NOW ARE UNKNOWN AND
IS IN FUGITIVE STATUS. FBI IDENT RECORD OBTAINED FOR LEE
CARROLL GODFREY, FBI NUMBER 485 368 D. HAS NOT SERVED TIME
OUTSIDE STATE OF GEORGIA ALTHOUGH HAS NOT SERVED TIME OUTSIDE
STATE OF GEORGIA ALTHOUGH HAS ARRESTS IN FLORIDA AND NORTH
CAROLINA.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. RECONTACT CITY OF ATLANTA IN REGARD
TO WORX RECORD FOR ARNOLD RAY GODFREY.
END .

PLS\ HOLD
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“* UNITED STATES GOVERﬁMENT SR
.;,,Memomna’um o COPV

: Assrstant Attorney General -: . .: . * " DATE: '.m 12, MG : )
C”ﬂwlm T Am! mmmtﬁ.m
| : ;: Director, FBI | s ‘ - Am 1088 % Bail

suBgeoT: mamwmuor S
‘onr MARTIN wmnm .m.

Reference is made to __Et__ memorandum dated W na 1976

(your frle : ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Specral Agent
dated ______ i ——at .

A |:| Thrs covers thevp ehmmary 1nvest1gat10n and no further action concerning
a full mvestlgatlon wrll be taken by this. Bureau unless the Department so directs.
S : R, - Theﬂmve&ﬁgatlon vs“" contm‘ g and you w111 be furmshed copies of
., reports as they are recelved i REE ‘ »
: 2 C. 3 The mvestrgatmn requested by you has now been completed Unless
advrsed to the contrary no further 1nqu1r1es wrll be made by this Bureau
LN e i ‘) EX R
[] Pursuant to mstructlons rssued by the Department no 1nvest1gatron wrll
be conducted in this matter unless speclfrcally directed by the Department ‘

E. ] Please advrse whether you desrre any further mvestlgatron

F |:] Th1s is: submrtted for your mformatron and you will be advxsed of further ,t
‘ developments “

G {:] Thrs is submitted for your 1nformat10n and no further 1nvest1gat10n w1ll
- be conducted unless speclfrcally requested by the Department : :
o H [] This covers the receipt of a complamt and no further actlon w111 be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department 80 dlrects e

i

%
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Assoc. Dir. ______ ¥
| Dep.-A.D-Adm.__.
. Dep-A.D-Inv.___

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST{GATION Asst. Dir.:

Comp. Syst.

Inspection .
Intallap i o bt g
Laboratory ———
> Plan. & Eval. .
Spee. Ilnv. _.
Training .
AW ; Legal Coun.
MMEMPHIS (44-1987) s e

Director Sec’y

FROM ¢ ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA TEL TO THE DIRECIOR, FEBRUARY 12, 1376,

ON FEBRUARY 13, 1976, MARJORIE COOLEY, WIFE OF ROY COOLEY,
ADVISED SHE KEPT THE RECORDS FOR HER HUSBAND WHEN HE WAS IN
BUSINESS FOR HIMSELF. SHE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FIND ANY RECORDS
GOLNG BACK TO 1967 AND 1968, REGARDING ANY INDIVIDUALS EMPLOYED
BY HER HUSBAND. SHE SPECIFICALLY REMEMBERS THAT IN NOVEMBER, 1967
SHE HAD HER OVN HOUSE BUILT. DURING THE TIME THE HOUSE WAS BUILT,
CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL PUT IN THE DRY WALL. SHE IS QUITE SURE
CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL WORKED FOR HER HUSBAND FROM 1966 THROUGH
1969, Hoy A
MARY GODFREY, WOTHER OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, BELLEMEADE
APARTTMENTS , KENNESAW, GEORGIA, CONTACTED AND ADVISED SHE DOES NOT
KNOW ANY OF RAY'S FRLENDS. AS FAR AS SHE KNOWS, RAY HAS NEVER
BEEN IN ANY TROUBLE. 8
SHIRLEY BULLOGK, SISTER OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, BELLEMEADE

END PAGE ONE.

84 MAR1 1976
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PAGE TWO (44-2386)
APARTEMENTS , KENNESAW, GEORGIA, CONTACTIED AND ADVISED SHE DOES
NOT KNOw ANY OF RAY'S FRIENDS. RAY DOES NOT CONTACT HIS MOTHER
VERY OFTEN AND THUS NEITHER SHE NOR HER MOTHER KNOWS ANY OF
RAY!S FRIENDS.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. LOCATE AND INTERVIEW "YANK VENABLE"
END .
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i
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¢ ¥ Training
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EL PASO (44-920) AV ¢ . g
\ PR \ { Telephone Rm. __
! Dirvector Suc'y

MEMPHIS (44-1987N [ v il k

FROM® ATLANTA (€44-2386) (P)
MURKING
RE ATLANTA TEL FEBRUARY 13, 1976,
WILLIAM SANFORD VENABLE CONTACTED THIS DATE AND ADVISED THAT
ROBERT MC GARITY, PREVIOUSLY OWNED PROPERTY LOCATED AT
55 MORELAND AVENUE., AT THIS RESIDENCE WAS A LOUNGE KNOWN BY
VARIOUS NAMES, INCLUDING PETE'S PLACE AND BILL BA ILEY "8 1N
BUCK BAILEY TOOK OVER THIS LOUNGE AND NAMED IT BILL BRILEY Sy Al
APPROXIMATELY JANUARY, 1968, LEWIS W. CLARK HAD THE LIQUOR LICENSE
CHANGED TO HIS NAME., PRIOR TO THIS TIME LEWIS CLARK HAD MANAGED
AND RUN THE LOUHGE KNOWN AS BILL BAILEY'S FOR BUCK BAILEY. EUbh,
REC-100
BAILEY NEVER PARTICIPATED IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE LOU\PL.ﬂng#w if
VENABLE DOES NOT XNOW ANYBODY BY THE NANE OF POWELL, DOE SadIGT sKNQWII76
ANY "DUKE"™ HE KNOWS RAY GODFREY BY NAME, HOWEVER, HAS NEJER
PERSONALLY MET THE INDIVIDUAL. HE DOES NOT KNOW ANY OF GODFREY'S
PERSONAL ASSOCIATES,

END PAGE ONE,

84 MAR1 1976
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PAGE TWO (44-2386)

LEWIS We CLARK CONTACTED AND ADVISED HE MANAGED BILL BAIIL
LOUNGE, LOCATED AT 1455 MORELAND AVENUE FROM SEPTEMBER, 1966
THROUGH 1973, HE PERSONALLY ACTED AS BARTENDER AT THE LOUNGE
NUMEROUS TIMES. AFTER BEING SHOWN A SPREAD OF PHOTOGRAPHS, HE
PICKED OUT RAY GODFREY AND CLAUDE POWELL AS BEING PERSONS WHO
FREQUENTED THE BAR. HE DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE PICTURE OF LEON
POWELL. HE STATED CLAUDE POWELL IS A VERY QUIET INDIVIDUAL

AND NEVER KNEW HIM TO BE IN ANY TROUBLE, RAY GODFREY WAS AN

EXTREMELY EXTROVERED INDIVIDUAL, ALWAYS WANTED TO PLAY THE

GUITAR IN THE BAR. HE WAS SHOWN A SPREAD, INCLUDING THE
ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH AND WAS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANYONE.
HE HAD NEVER SEEN ANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS IN THE BAR., CLARK
ADVISED THAT JUNE HALL WAS THE DAY BARTENDER AT BAILEY'S AND
SHE MIGHT BE ABLE TO SUPPLY FURTHER INFORMAT ION, HE COULD NOT
RECALL ANY OTHER EMPLOYEES WHO WORKED AT BILL BAILEY'S, DIANE
BRADY NEVER EMPLOYED AT BILL BAILEY'S,

JUNE HALL CONTACTED AND SHOWN SPREAD OF PHOTOGRAPHS. SHE
PICKED OUT CLAUDE POWELL, RAY GODFREY AS PERSONS WHO FREQUENTED
THE BAR. SHE STATED CLAUDE POWELL VERY QUIET INDIVIDUAL WHEN

END PAGE TWO .
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PAGE THREE (44-2386)
SOBER, HOWEVER, COULD BE VERY UNRULY WHEN DRINKING.
LIKEABLE INDIVIDUAL AND SHE DID NOT THINK HE COULD BE IN ANY SORT
OF TROUBLE.
HALL WAS SHOWN A SPREAD OF PHOTOGRAPHS, INCLUDING ARTIST'S
AND ADVISED SHE HAS NEVER SEEN ANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS.
WHEN SPECIFICALLY SHOWN THE COMPOSITE OF RALPH, SHE WAS SURE SHE

{ HAD NEVER SEEN THIS INDIVIDUAL AND FELT BECAUSE OF HIS GOOD LOOKS,

IWOULD HAVE REMEMBERED HIM IF HE CAME IN THE BAR.,

JACKIE POWELL, WIFE OF CLAUDE POWELL, JRe INTERVIEWED AT HER
RESIDENCE AND ADVISED THAT ONLY TIME SHE HEARD ABOUT INCIDENT
INVOLVING OFFER OF MONEY TO ASSASSINATE MART IN LUTHER KING, JR.
WAS WHEN HER HUSBAND MENTIONED IT TO HER AFTER KING HAD BEEN
ASSASSINATED,  HER HUSBAND TOLD HER HE HAD BEEN OFFERED A SuUM OF
MONEY 'OT ASSASSINATE KING, E ED CONTRACI. SHE STATED SHE

5 BEEN MARRIED TO CLAUDE FOR TWENTY YEARS AND THAT THE WHOLE
STORY, IN HER MIND, IS A FABRICATION BY HER HUSBAND AND HIS
ALCOHOLIC BROTHER, LEON, SHE WOULD NOT BELIEVE ANY OF THIS
STORY3; HOWEVER HAD NO FACTS TO BACK UP HER OPINION. SHE STATED
AGAIN THAT SHE FELT GOVERNMENT WAS WASTING THEIR TINE AND SHE

END PAGE THREE
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(44-2386)
WAS SURE THAT WHOLE STORE IS A FABRICATION.

MRS. POWELL ADVISED HER HUSBAND, CLAUDE, HAD BEEN IN

ATLANTA OVER THE PAST WEEKEND, HOWEVER, WAS RETURNING TO

MIDLAND, TEXAS.

EL PASG AT MIDLANDs ' WPON RECEIPT OF CORRECIED COMPOSIIE,
WILL EXHIBIT TO CLAUDE POWELL. CORRECTED COMPOSIT BEING FOR-
WARDED DIRECTLY TO MIDLAND RA VIA REGISTERED MAIL.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. ATTEMPT TO FURTHER IDENTIFY AND INTER-

FORMER CUSTOMERS PETE"S PLACE;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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fUNlTED STAI‘ ES G ERNMENT

Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General = . | . | 2/18/751

- Civil Rights Div&aiﬂpv', Y I L , - '
: Dnector, FBI . ‘« -7 P e MR, ROBERT A. MURPHY

& ) o s R

SUB T
BJEC Mamrmu or uwrm wrmn nm. JR.

: Reference is made to ——iﬂy—— memorandum dated
(your file _ ‘

. There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated . . — at - TET————— D A

o ‘ A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
. a full investigation will‘be taken by this.Bureau unless the Department so directs. ‘

RIR B. @The mvestlgatlon is contmumg and you will be furmshed copies of
reports as they are recerved

AR RIS

S C r_“l The investigation requested by you has now been completed Unless
Cu adv1sed to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by tlus Bureau.

A, D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department no 1nvest1gat10n will
be- conducted in this matter unless spec1flcally directed by the Department. o

E ['_"] Please advme whether you desire any further 1nvest1gat1on

: | F l___l Thls is submltted for your mformatmn and you w1ll be advised of further
» developments o :

G. [j Thls is submitted for your information and no further mvestlgatlon W111
be conducted unless specrﬁcally requested by the Department. .

H [] This covers the rece1pt of a complaint and no furthier actron will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. ‘
Ene. 1 NOTE: Attached is a copy of. an Mlanu

' . toletypa datsd 2/117/76. :

(z,é’
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PLAINTEXT TELETYPE URGENT

TO SACS ATIANTA (44-2386) 2/27/176

EL PASO (44-920)
MEMPHIS (44-1987) 1 - Mr. Moore

1 - Mr. Helterhoff
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861]1)

MURKIN

ON FEBRUARY 27, 1976, DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY ROBERT RA.
MURPHY, CHIEF OF CRIMINAL SECTION, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
(CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED
JACK V. DORSEY, ATTORNEY FOR ARNOLD RAY GODFREY IN ATLANTA,
RELATIVE TO WHETHER GODFREY WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR
INTERVIEW. DORSEY TOLD MURPHY HE WOULD DISCUSS THIS WITH
HIS CLIENT, GODFREY, AND, THEREAFTER, WOULD CONTACT MURPHY
DIRECT RE DECISION AS TO WHETHER GODFREY WILL BE MADE
AVATILABLE FOR ANY FURTHER INTERVIEW. ATLANTA WILL BE
ADVISED OF RESULTS.

EL PASO REINTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JR., AND ASK HIM
WHETHER PETE DAVIS WAS PRESENT DURING THE INITIAL MEETING

AT THE BAR. ALSO DETERMINE WHEN AND HOW HE LATER LEARNED

GODFREY MADE AN INITIA{;Q)%ONTACT WITH LEON OWEN POWELL
(::v; e 4
Vv

\ > P e
REC- 8. Y rZg e mi

NS GREIMATRSEE  USSTRURENSES

HNH:bap (4) SEE NOTE PAGE THREE... @=f MAR 2 1976
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TELETYPE TO SACS, AT, EP, ME
RE: MURKIN

NOTE: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled
guilty to this murder and presently is in local confinement.

As set forth in previous memoranda, we are conducting
an investigation at the request of the CRD to resolve a
recent allegation (made in January, 1976) by Leon Owen Powell
and his brother, Claude Powell, Jxr., that prior to the
assassination of King, they were offered payment to murder
King. Their accounts of this alleged incident differ in
many respects.

Leon states he and Claude were in a bar in Atlanta
in November of 1967, and a Ray Godfrey asked them if they
would beiinterested in making "big money" to kill King: A
couple of days later, a Ralph (LNU) approached them in the
bar and. indicated he had "25" in his briefcase and had "50"
more when King was buried. Leon had initially stated during
interview that Ralph only said "I guess you know why I'm
here" and never actually said money being offered to them was
to kill King. Claude states meeting occurred in about March
of 1968. His account differs substantially from Leon's,
however, does say they were approached in a bar by an unknown
subject who offered them $50,000 to kill King.

Leon was given a Bureau polygraph examination
which was "inconclusive." Claude was given a Bureau
polygraph, which determined that Claude was "truth-
tel ling.

Our investigation fully identified Ray Godfrey as Arnold
Ray Godfrey. During initial interview, Godfrey denied any
involvement, and agreed to submit to a polygraph. When he was
subsequently contacted re taking the polygraph, Godfrey stated
"I am innocent"; stated he did wish to take the polygraph and
did, nokt wish to/talk toithe FBIL any further. 'He stated if the
FBI needs any further information they should contact his attorney.

We have conducted extensive investigation in this matter.
On 2/27/76, Departmental Attorney Murphy contacted Godfrey's
attorney as set forth above, to attempt to arrange further
interviews with Godfrey in order to resolve this allegation.

This advises AT of this contact by Murphy and also
instructs El Paso to reinterview Claude to resolve further
discrepancies. (Leon claimed Pete Davis, the bar owner, observed
Ralph. Our investigation determined Pete Davis is deceased
and was not connected with bar at time of this alleged incident.)
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MRS, J. N. GRACE

It was pointed out to Mrs. Grace that this was
not a matter in which the FBI had investigative jurisdiction
and that if she believed Mrs., Brewer had taken the $60 which
rightfully belonged to Mrs. Grace, she should then contact
local authorities and charge Mrs. Brewer with theft or
misappropriation of funds.

At this point Mrs. Grace became incensed and aecused
the FBI of completely disrupting her business and the business
of her husband during the period 1968 at the time of the
killing of Martin Luther King. She stated in her opinion
the FBI had botched the investigation, that the FBI conducted
a kindergarten-type investigation, that the person who killed
Dr. King was not James Earl Ray and that in her opinion, the
FBI owes her $60.

In addition, she threatened to write the U, S, Attorney
General and the President of the United States concerning this
matter.

At this point Mrs. Grace discontinued the conversation,
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GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

~UNITED STA'TES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

: Assistant,Attorney' General T DATE: “ 3/1/76
Civil Rights Division ‘

FROM - : Diroctos. FBI ¢ ATTENTION: MR, ROBERT A. MURPHY

it ”wuigwm )

| _;;SUBJECT z;ssassm-r:roa or MARTIN w-msn m, IR,

Referen"ee ismadeto ____ memorandum dated '
(your file ). . ‘

There is enclosed one copy of tag4aPeEiee o . « -
dated ___% at 3 ‘ _ _ : ./.,
AL O Thls covers the prehmmary mvestrgatlon and no further action concernmg
a full mvestlgatwn will be taken by this, Bm:eau unless the Department 80 dlrects,

B. The investigation is contmumg and you will be furnlshpd copies of
reports as they are recelved i

- C. [] The investigation requested by you has now been completed Unless :
adv1sed to the contrary no further mqumes will be made by thls Bureau. S

R S

D [:] Pursuant to instructions issued by ‘the Department no 1nvest1gat10n w1ll
be conducted i in th1s matter unless speclflcally directed by the Department RS

E [:] Please advrse whether you desue any further mvestlgatlon

“F. Thls is submltted for your information and you w111 be adv1sed of further L
developments o

G [ Thls i submltted for your information and no further 1nvest1gat1on w1ll ‘
be conducted llIlleSS Spec1flcally requested by the Department. o
o H [:| Thls covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action w1ll be .
taken by th1s Bureau unless the Department so directs. o

NOTE: Mo fureher aetion ie belng teken ooucerning
- the enclosed LHM captianedc “Mrs. J. H. Grace,
" Information Ceneerning. : :

ke
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Ry Memorandum to Mr Ga;lagher o

v

i 'Three days later, the round-the—clock guard ‘
watchlng Redditt was removed and he was allowed. ' -
to return to work. - The police department never
.-offered any further explanatlon of the contract'
on his llfe,F Newsday said. G D
also saln'

o "\'Re&éltt's assa331nat1on contingency plan,{
' according to sources, called for the entire
four-~block area around King's Hotel to be

'm.sealed off by patroljcars,’ the artlcle sald'

-

CE ‘Our flles at FBIHQ ‘and at our Mem hlS folce
contaln no 1nformav1on redative to. the information

.,e, a co_g_of 75—/1/;

"artlcle.' Aﬁmyou‘are awere, the Department presently has .
our investigation of Pr. King under reV1ew. Frank Holloman S
quS a retlred Sge01gl Aqent of ‘the FBI. . :

ACTION~ For 1nformatron.
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Aa D7) i
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.___
Dep.-A.D.-Inv.___

(L4-388
(44-920)
(44-1987)

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386)

MIIPK TN
U 1lNe
RE ATLANTA TEL] Ey FEBRUARY

LIEUTENANT !

“RMIT SECTION, ATLANTA PD, ATLANTA,

GEORGIA, ADVISED DIANE BRAND, AKA BRADY, TOOK OVER MANAGEMENT OF

BAR NAMED "THE OFFICE" ON AUGUST 28, 1974, PREVIOUS OWNER THOMAS

M. HYATT, 2131 SHOALS ROAD, ATLANTA. HYATT OWNED BAR

FEBRUARY, 1972 TO AUGUST, 1974,  OWNER/PRIOR 0 THAT WAS A
LIVINGSTONE, 622 FARRAR COURT, DECATUR,
JNED BAR FROM 1969 THROUGH 1872,
APARTMENTS LOCATED AT 4131 FLAT SHOALS ROAD, ADVISED
ATEHAS NOT LIVED AT THATUVARPDRESS (FOR AT LEAS

MANAGER AT THAT COMPLEX FOR THAT PER

ND ANY MATERIAL IN HER FILE REGARDING

HYATT. RECORDS OF THE US POST OFFICE, EAST ATLANTA
METROPOLITAN AVENUME, ATLANTA, GA., REVIEWED WITH NEGATIVE
/s

ADDRESS FOR THOMAS M. HYATT,

e ©

8 4 MAR9 1978
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